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A Note on Names and Faces

Three married women are important to this story.
Their names were: Susan Kennedy, Mary Gallagher
and Helen Troy. Susan Kennedy marriedJacob Mearsj
Mary Gallagher married James Connolly. Helen
Troy's married name was Burke, but she was a widow
by the rime of the events described here. Although
one would suspect that these women's married names
would have been used exclusively in this period, it wu
not the case. The extant documents use both then
married and maiden names. Except in direct quota_
tions, their maiden names will be used here.

There is another wrinkle in regards to
newspaper men who wrote about Kennedy
'Susan', but she preferred 'Susannah'.
way she signed her name, in a pinched
every document that still exists. In keepin
of the historical record, 'Susan' is used h

No photographs or dniwings ofSusan
known to exist. The Kingston Peniten
start using cameras untiI 1880, and the
ing photographs ofinmates are from 19
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Introduction

Sorne rnurders are rernernbered for generations _
sorne because they were particularlv gruesorne th

th
. 1 .,0 ers

because ey mvo ved unlikely victirns, and still others
because they rernain unsolved. The rnurder of Mary
Gallagher in Montreal on June 27, 1879 still makes
the flesh creep. It was an especially vicious crime that
was unusual for the tirne because it involved "mon
strous, unnatural female behavior," - one prostitute
decapitating another with an ax.

At the rime, homicide was alrnost unheard of in
Montreal, then a city of 140,000. Compared to the
United States, where the murder rate was ten rimes as
high, there were comparatively few murders in
Canada - no more than a dozen each year, and rela
tively few convictions. In the twelve years between
Confederation in 1867 and 1879, for example, only six
people, aIl men, were executed for murder in Quebec,
only one of them in Montreal. Duly two women had
been sent to the gallows in Canada in that rime.

From the moment it happened, the grisly crime
struck a chord with Victorians who were equaIIyfasci
nated and repelled by deviant behavior. The murder
of Mary Gallagher triggered an orgy of lurid stories
rnost of them invented - and gave rise to a ghostlyleg
end, "a phantom far removed from trUth.~ To this~
the story lives on in the Griffintown netghborhood.
Much of this area, located south of the heart of~
town Montreal, between the present-day Bell
and the Lachine Canal, was razed in the 1
make way for the Bonaven~e~rc:ssway, but
Gallagher remains "The Gnrrs restdent gh
years children who grew up ID the area a
haun~ed south-east corner at William,
streets (directly behind the present-day!col

The Ghost of Griffintown

Grin;
~J'ntown in the 19th C

entury

8
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Kate Murphy was punching the tiH, when
cornes a knock on the door, it pierces the
din, and the voice: "Mike please let me in.
l'm tired, l'm hungry, and thirsty as weil."

Then the headless phantom steps into the bar:
"Says Mike with a grin, 'dear lady come in, and

we'I1 answer your fondest wishes,
Ifyour wanting a drink, please step to the sink,
our water is really delicious.
Ifye'd have something stronger, l've Harvey's

Wailbanger,
It will bang your wall something vicious,
While you're having your drink, should you

pee in the sink,
Be sure to remove the dishes.
You've had nothing to eat, your dead on your

feet,
You can sleep with my sister Kate. .
We're a frugal pair and our cupboard IS b8J!~

b lnand the gold fish are not to e ate.

It is easy to understand how the legend
story has aIl the necessary elements to serve
tionary tale and at the same time to strike
the heart of youngsters. "Mary Ga1Iagh
alcoholic so of course she was a good
how dru~ and alcohol coul~ ruin you,"
Pidgeon, a historian who, like Delaney, .
Griffintown. "But more than that. The
sinister at rimes. Mary Ga1Iagher grew 0

mythology of the bell1l-sidhe, the .banshee,
to warn people they're going:;:e.~
the local incarnation of the b ~

According to Irish folklore, a ee
one of three guises: as a youni
matron or a disgustin, oid hag h~f
the triple aspects of the Celtfc 5~

Introduction
The Ghost of Grifflntown10

nologie supérieure) where the crime took place. It is
said that Gallagher rerurns every seven years in search
of her head. Sorne believe she was the victim of jeal
ousy; others speculate she and her killer were lesbian
lovers; still others believe that the woman convicted of
the crime, Susan Kennedy, was innocent. In 1999,
local resident Dennis Delaney told the CBC's Anna
Asimakopulos that, as a boy growing up in Griffin
town, "children used to take her candy and Iittle bags
of treats, and things like that, and we'd leave them for
her and then we'd run away so she wouldn't harm us."
The last rime a newspaper actually reported a Mary
GaHagher sighting was in 1928, but De/aney, who
admits he has a vivid imagination, daims to have seen
the ghost three rimes: first in 1937 when he was four'
aga~ in 1956 on Gallery Square; and the last rime, b;
the Iight of a full moon, in 1998. He said he "Iooked
up one night and saw a house appear" on the vacant
lot at William an~ M~ay, "and in the yellow Iight
through the. UpStalrS wmdow, Iike a lamp, .,., 1 saw a
figure standmg there, and it asked me, 'WIll you help
me look for my head?' 1said 'Yes', and then she asked
me, t? close my eyes, and 1could feel something Iike
a nsmg up around d h '
the house ha . me, an w en 1 opened my eyes,

Ch I d,varushed and she was gone."
ar es Blickstead tir fi h

Duke Street, bas fun ,.a e g ter who grew up on
Iight-h-"-d . h mth the Gallagher legend in bis

~u;; elg t-page po "P .
a rather silly bit of d em, . rocesslOn Sunday",
poem, Gallagher's gh0ggerel wntten in 1991. In the
crowd gathered in~st appears ta a bard drinking
the 3Ilnual Corpus C1.....:_~urphy's bar one night after

"Um parade.
The bar is a bedl .

with everyone~t packed ta the fill,
Father Strubbe down's g at once,

the POrter, a snOrter then blesses
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time, to pray for the repose of Gallagher's sou!. "She
was a victim," he says matter of factly. "In today's
church we cannot and should not judge the state of
her soul at the moment of her death. We don't know
her motives or the state of her conscience at the
moment of her death. Only Gad can judge. Everyone
in the community knows her name, but who today still
prays for her?"

This book is based on archivai material and news
paper accounts of the day. Court transcripts no longer
exist, but The Gazette, Herald and M()71treal StIlT caver
ed the coroner's inquest and trials in detail. A 5UDl

mary of the proceedings~ be found in. the capital
case files at the National Llbrary and Archives Canada
in Ottawa and additional information is contained in
Prisoner's'Record at the Kingston Penitentiary, 1843
1890 Microfilm RG13, D-1, T-2044, Vol. 1047.

A~umber ofpeople contributed to this project,.in
cluding: Maureen Hoogenrand, Library and~
Canada' David St. Onge, archivist at the
Penitenrlary; Lucie Pelletier, Ar~v~ VI1!~ d
réal; Mary McGovem at St. Patn~k~ Basili
Tom McEntee; Don Pidgeon; Patn~a Burns:
Burman' Denis Delaney; Judith Wmght at
tière N~tre-Dame-des-Neiges;and Lynn
Key Porrer Books in Toronto. .,

1am also indebted ta Dean McKibbm fa
standing enthusiasm regarding Gal1~gh

David Price for editing the manuscnt~~
Michael Price for bis interest; ta
Studio MeIrose for the layout and COV~d
Michael Porritt, Bill Stewart-SmJ
Lanthier at The Gazette who also helped.

And again, my thanks ta s~~e .
for making the daily grind ofwntmg a li

The Ghost of Griffintown12

death, namely Badhbh, Macha and Mor-Rioghain.
Banshees usua11y wear either a grey hooded cloak or a
shroud. They sometimes appear as washer-women,
and are seen apparently washing the blood-stained
c10thes of those who are about to die.

"Iù a story we a11 grew up with, it has 50 much lore
ta it," Pidgeon added, "Everybody who ever lived in
Griffinrown is aware of the story or knows somebody
who had sorne reco11ection of the tale. To this day, 1
have a sister who swears she has seen the spectre of
a woman in a black cape without a head." In their
book, Montreal: The Unlmown City, Kristian and David
John Gravenor describe Ga11agher as "a successful
prostitute whose good looks and charm drove her best
friend, Susan Kennedy, to the heights of jealousy.
Susan chopped off Mary's head and popped it in a
bucket." Anyone who has ordered lunch at McKib
bin's Irish Pub on Bishop Street is familiar with the
~Onto.ursof the story, which is printed on the cover of
Its daily menu.

. 1take so.me satisfaction in restoring the legend to a
;,~er pubJi~. After 1 wrote about Mary Gallagher in
d Gazette m 1990, Father Thomas McEntee decid
~ tOd celebrate mass at the site the following year and

as one so wheneve Gall h ' ,
said to rerum If ~ ag er5 unappeased spirit is
being an b . no. g else, she helps conjure into

ur an terntory; 'b
hood which d ' a once VI rant neighbour-'toayforth .
memory. ' e mOst pan, eXlsts only in

Although Ma Gall
beeause she Was ;;'rostiagher Was a Roman Catholic,
died in a State ofm rtal~te and was presumed to have
~urial. Ber corpse :as :m, she ~as denied a religious
In unconsecrated ground~P~d UUo a common grave
Cemetery. The anni m otre Dame des Neiges
:n i~eal excuse for ;:::7:lEnthe murder has become
eunïon of Griffintown .c tee to preside Over a

re5Jdents and at th, e same
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Chapter One

A Heavy FaU - "Dead, or Dead Drunk"

She was used to the shrill, ungodly language and
the drunken brawls that went on in her neighbour
hood: it was the awful pummeling on the floor around
noon on Friday June 27, 1879 that finally convinced
Helen Troy to go to the police. Troy had been awak
ened earlier that morning by a dreadful commotion in
the rooms above hers. Now plaster from her ceiling
was falling on her stove. Something was dreadfully
wrong, she told William Casson, the police sergeant
on duty at the precinet on Chaboillez Square. "1 heard
an awful tumble as if something had fallen, it sounded
Iike something heavy falling, not like a bench or a
table, but a heavy body like a bag or something which
shook the whole house and knocked the plaster from
the ceiling in two places," she complained. "It was not
a sharp noise."

Then she said she heard a chopping sound. "The
blows appeared very heavy, the chopping sh~ot tJw.
house. It lasted a full ten minutes, theneve~
quiet."

Sergeant Casson recognized the street ad
William Street, as being in one of the worst
the city. He had been to the house before, and
particularly anxious to go again. He was aware
leather-Iunged prostitute who lived there, "a
drunk" by the name of Susan Kennedy, and
eager to cross paths with her. Sober, Ken,n~
woman of rancid charm; drunk she was Vlao
last rime Casson had sent constables ta arrest
disorderly conduct, three officers had ta he eaU
restrain her. .

"Lord, if we were ta investlgate every
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named after himself; his son, William; and a daughter,
Eleanor. When McCord returned to Ireland, he left
his agent, Patrick Lanagan, in charge ofhis properties.
Lanagan fraudulently subIet much of the land to
Robert Griffin, a cashier with the Bank of Montreal,
who financed the scheme ofhis wife, Mary, to turn the
property into Montreal's first speculative real estate
development. Mary, in turn, subdivided the land, built
cheap housing, and sold parcels to fur trader Louis
Chaboillez. The Griffin's built a soap faetory at the
corner of Nazareth and Wellington streets and, be
cause it employed so many of the loeals, the district
became known as 'Griffintown'. When McCord
returned, he tried to reclaim his property, and, as bis
case made its way through the courts, the area fell to
negleet and quickly became a tumbled, overcrowded,
disease-ridden sium.

Looming over the shanties with their false mansard
roofs were the two chunky green copper cupoJas of
John Ostell's parish church, St Ann's, that went up in.
1850 on a triangular plot of land near the canal.
flats were susceptible to floods and twice, in 1857
1861 residents were inundated.

Still the poor continued to crowd into the
The Irish who lived there were referred ta as '
because those who could afford to do so kept
"The goats on Murray street [sic] are ~umero

lific and are committing sad and senous d
pro . " Tb
tions on flowers, pots and stra:r bD cans, . e fi
was able ta observe, "They climb the~ 0

houses and play sad havoe with the 1aundry.
Griffintown had a population of about l,

n! 100 of its familles earned more than $2(}
~olthis number, 50 are either grocers or salo
ers whose business bind th~ ~ the !ocali.
bert Brown Ames discovered m bis soc:lologt
of the neighbourhood Ctty BeItnJt The1Bl4

The Ghost of Gr;ffintown16

heard someone shout 'murder' in Griffintown, we'd
never get any work done," he patiently waved Troy
away,

Half-dreading what she would find when she re
turned ta her fiat, Troy paused in the square in front
of the police station. There, where she stood, the rich
est neighborhood in Canada collided with one of its
poorest so sharply it was possible for her to stand with
one foot in each, Looking nom up the street, silhou
ened against the sky on the upholstered green slopes
ofMount Royal, she could see the comiced mansions
of the ,Square Mile, gleaming church spires and the
splendtd turrets of the city's newest hoteI, The
Windsor. Tuming to the south between thb' ,esquare
eIow the hill and the St. Lawrence River, was Griffin-

town, her nei~hbor?ood - a hodgepodge of tene
ments, bre~enes, bnckyards, livery stables, foundries
~dht~e~es. Ir was a tough, rowdy district _ home to

18~O,:n:~~~~~who ca~e as labourers in the early
on construction ofethLacVihine ~anal, and later to work

, e letona Bridg S dthelr homeland by th P . e. tarve out of
arrived in droves. Th: n::rtato F~rnme. of 1847, they
edge of a dank, b they inhablted was at the

ur an waterway lm th.
St. Gabriel's Basin d " own at e tune as
Fief. The first persoa:: too=~~ 1m0"',D as Nazareth
was Montreal's co-found J 240 wmdswept acres
"cl er, eanne MaglVen tl e to the prope' nce, who was

loan she made to P uI i In 1652 as collateral for a
sonneuve, who had ~ deedChomedey, Sieur de Mai-
Th' lOun the'en, In 1689, Pierre LeBer: City ten years earlier.
year-old son of the rich ' an artIst and the twenty_
colony, built a stone cha;:1 :e;chant in the fledgling
ofa brook. Arter the British t. Anne near the ed e
1760, a British maai...... took control of the city~
ated· O-

U4te, Thomas M C In
. a nmety-nine year lease c ord, negoti_
Its first Streets, a cross_hatchingto the. area and laid out

ofdirt roads which he
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DaiJy Commercial Gazette commented, "the distur
bances being caused by young fellows who are either
Unionists or Britons." The night ofApril 29, 1878 was
particularly wild on the streets of Griffintown. That
night, James Colligan was shot and killed by Young
Britons as he walked across the Wellington Street
Bridge, then four pistoi shots were fired between
Ottawa and WIlliam streets in the direction ofMurray
Street. "Grave fears are entertained by the thoughtful
that many more will bite the dust if sorne sttÏct meas
ures are not adopted," wamed The Star.

With a twitch of anxiety, Troy Ieft Chaboillez
Square and quickened her pace as she headed down
the hill towards the Dow Brewery. She then tumed
right at Murray Street until she arrived at the diIapi
dated two-storey house that sagged at the corner of
William and Murray streets. She rented two rooms
in the house for three dollars a week from James
Hartford, a marble cutter and livery driver. Afte1r
Troy's husband died in 1876, she had begun to
Iaundry to support herseIf, her mother and ~er

teen-year-oid son, John. The. Gazette ~escn
building as "graduaIly tumbIing to pleces an

. d planks of the Hoor seemed to bestaIrs an "
away from each other at acute an~Ies.

Troy had nothing but poverty ID common
Iodgers who Iived in the rooms above her,~
called Jacob Mears and Susan Kennedy. In .

ths sinee they moved in, Troy thought It
mon .' hbo As me entered
avoid ber upstatrs net~cl ckursthat afternoon, il:
sbortly before four 0 0 th
b dd that the door to the rooms at e

er 0 th confront Susanstairs was ajar. Rather an
or ber dimwitted busband,.Jacob, :no~
John. to bave a look.Jammmga~""t
bis pockets. the boy stumbled up e.,....,
the top of the landiDg th

The Ghost of Griffintown18

onl" a few years la ter. In 1879, the average weekly
wage per household in Griffintown was $7. In some
cases, the weekly wage was $1.75. Griffintowns mor
tality rate was 34 deaths per 1,000, twice that in the
rest of the city, and substantiaJJy higher than London,
Paris and ew York. In the 1870's, more people died
of diphtheria in Griffintown than in any other pan of
the city. Arnes referred ta the area as "a nether city".
"Wherever poverty and irregularity are most preva
lent, there the oppornmities for drunkeness [sic] are
most prevalent," he wrote. "If one desires to find
where drunkeness, crime, disease, death, poverty and
distress are most evident in Montreal, he has ooly to
search out the tenements. The typicaJ tenement is
either an ancient wooden cottage of the rural habitant
type or a two story building encased in refuse brick
and reached by a rickety wooden staircase and gaI_
leries."

G~ffin~own was a tight, tough neighbourhood.
TenSIOns ln the disttÏct were not Iingw'su'c b tr' Th ,ure-
IglOUS. e fatal shooting of a young Protestant,

Th?mas Lett Hackett, on the steps of Knox Church
dunng a clash between Irish CathoIi d 0

luI cs an range-men on y 12, 1877 had aceelerated hatred N
th.ere were two major street gangs in Griffin s. ow,
Irish CathoIic Union, made u of Ro town, ~e
and the Protestant '0 ~ ~ CathoIics,
s~ringof 1878, the anger::f~es:~~nBn~ns': In the
non fights and tavem brawls 0 ~illed !Dto fac
12, a gang ofYoung Britons ~ho~e ~e;:g, on March
but failed to kill, David Carr an h dIy wounded,
~raigStreet. OnMarch 18, a ey as ew~ aIong
lSts ~rowIing aJong Murray~:~Ca~olic Union_
Hamilton for an OrangeDIan d lDIstook Jacob
about the head and face." an "beat him badIy

"PistaI firing seems to he far
Griffintown than reported," The Mmore Frequent in

ontreal Herald and



* * *
Neal McKinnon, a COnstable a h

Street police station a black and ~~fed ta the Young
ing bis heat when he encounte ~ th away, Was walk
around in groups outside the h: e cr~wd hanging
about to go inside by himself USe. McKinnon wasn't
station and retumed with' sa he went back to the
Thomas. Reilly and Zépherinr;~~ther constab.les,
they amved back, it was close to ger. By the tune

. As ten o'cl~-'- .evenmg. McKinnon opened th cl . U\;J( m the
e Oor mto the hack
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Depiction ofMary Gallagher
the artist may never have sem her

room at the top of the steps, h~ could see throu:
ky d k of a surnmer evenmg three empty .

smo us . h d wy corner
bottles on a table. Then ID a s a 0 th fi
h d f him he saw a head1ess body on e

a ea 0 , exttothe
wooden bucket used for sblops was

ccus
ntomed

Kinn 'eyes ecame aand as Mc ons. fa human head •
dim light, he caught a glimps.e 0 staring a:

. lir 1 eyes still open,bucket - Its le ess haïr ma
thr h tangled strands oflong grey ffi

oug evered hand. The 0 cers
blood. Nearbywas a s esome scene. De
themselves to survey :ee:;esent at the 1857
Reilly~~et:~a:h~ Bengal soldiers, ordl
Rebellio~ ID , ed with cow fat against th
use eartnd~. greasmutinied and slaughtered
gious ~onVlCt1ons, dian cirles. As a result he
trOOps ID several In pIe hacked ta pi
to say that he~d ~!:utilatedas tbis."
"but none as frlgh......,

The Ghost of Griffintown20

stepped through the one that opened into a dingy,
soot-encrusted room that doubled as a kitchen and liv
ing room. It smelled sour with the scent of stale
whisky and a strange odour that made him faintly nau
seous. The grey light of an overcast day filtered
through a grimy window and, in the gloom, he saw
two men asleep: one passed out with bis head on a
table; the other loud1y snoring on a cot. There was a
'l'oman there too, lying beside the stove on her side. .

"There's sorne person lying stiff on the Hoor,» the
boy tumed and whispered ta bis mother, who had fol
Iowed him.

"Is she dead?"
"She's either dead, or dead drunk.»
As the boy ventured doser, he caught a glimpse of

a fully dothed woman's body wrapped in a waste of
blood. He didn't Touch it, and backed out of the room.
. At the mention of the word 'dead', bis mother went
mto a state of denial.

"Go along, that's nonsense," she said as her son
barrelled past her down the stairs and darted from the
house.

N~ws of his discovery spread by ward of mouth.
Wi~ an haUT, a crowd of fifty or so curiosity seek
ers nulled around the house at the corner of Willi
and Murray. No one said very much N am
venture into the building. . 0 one dared
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WILLIAM STREET
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As the police started looking around, one woman
'ostled her way wough the crowd, came up the stairs
~om the street, and pushed her way into the room.

"Not a sight for a lady to see," McKinnon wamed
the inrruder.

"1 wouldn't look at it for the worJd," she suppressed
a nervous giggle. Then, as she surveyed the scene, she
let out an agonizing howl and Red.

There were two identical rooms in the Rat, each 5
metres by 3 metres. The back room at the top of the
stairs where the body was found was used as a kitchen
and living room; the front room, with windows facing
William Street, was the bedroom. There, McKinnon
found Susan Kennedy, aged m·enty-six, Jying on a
stained mattress, fast asleep. Rer face was drenched
with sweat, and she was groggy as he roused her, mak
ing drunken and confused sounds.

"Ir was a sea captain what done it," she bJuned as
soon as she saw the police officer's uniform. "He come
in with her this rnorning. Re was the one who kiUed
her, Pm,sure. He done it with a white-handled knife."

McKinnon detected the srnell of whisky on herbreath.

:Oid you see him do it?" he asked.
No, but 1saw him washing his hand th frd b

J: h s at e ontoor erore e left." Kennedy replied
:Why didn't you cali the police?" .
1 wanted to give the poor fellow ha

away," she paused, then giggled "H a c nce to get
ing man. 1Wanted ta give him .. e Was a good look
glad he gOt away before he :~ta get away. 1 am
likes ofyou." co arrested by the

Kennedy said that her husband J
house that mOrning around seve '~cob, had left the
home with a man narned~ w en she had COme
Mary Gall h d ~h;_. gan and her Iii dag er, age ~ 'y-eight. H lib' en.
she was in bed with FIanagan when ther a 1 Was that

e stranger came
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that's how blood got on my underclothing."
"Why did you not cali the police when you found

the woman dead?"
"1 am sorry for not calling the police, 1didn't think

of calling them. There was no use shouting like a fool.
1 didn't want to cause the stranger any trouble."

McKinnon searched Kennedy, found a penny and a
25-cent piece in her pocket, then took her into cus
tody as a murder suspect. As he steered her by the
elbow and direeted her down the stairs, she was inca
herent and started mumbling, "It's in her head, it's in
my head, it's in our heads, it's in our heads where aIl
the trouble started." Then she laughed.

"1 hardly know what l'm S3ying from the fright 1
gal. She's not right in her head. Not right in her head.
No, no. l'm not right in my head. Not right in my
head. No, no, no."

The Ghost of Griffintown24

into the house and killed Gallagher.
"1 do not know his name, but he was English or

Irish. He was not French. 1 overheard them scolding.
He called her a gray-haired old rat, and that when she
took him to a hotel, led him ta be1ieve she Was
younger than she was. He must have ki11ed her, 1 sup
pose. It had to be him because it was not Flanagan. He
was with me, and it was not my husband, Jacob who
did it, because he was out of the house." '

Kennedy sa~d she didn't hear anything at a11, "Ifshe
had screamed, Ifshe had called out, 1should have gone
to try and save her."

"Do you expeet us to beIieve a woman had her head
cho~ped ~ff in the nen room and you didn't wake
up? McKinnon asked.

"She did. It would take two men ta kill that
she was so strong." woman,

Ke~edy said the first she knew of it was around
three 0 dock that aftemoon She .
nen rOom to 1 . gat up, went mto the
She identified g~: ad~a~s of water ~~d saw the body.
Mary Gallagher. wom3O as her best friend,"

"1 would let her into the h
knows 1 would never let OUS~ore 3Oyone. God
Mary," she said. 30y befall my dear

As. Kennedy got ta her fee M .
that, In spire of the stiAift_ h t, cKinnon noticed
blue dress and und -~th eat, she Was w-";-g

, emea it, bl ~Ul a
alpaca skin trimmed with black a .ood-soaked beige
wore a red flannel ch-':ft bratd. Over bath h
tio~. -&UQe. He demanded an exp~~

She was lying with her back
from the door. Her head was' l' her feet were away
my setIses, 1 hardly knew wha~ta e tub. 1Went OUt of
up the blood 1 was a&aid . do. 1 began to .
floor boards ' It wouId See.L Wlpe

and on the people d PUll'ough the
gat on my clothes. 1tucked up myOWnst:tirs· Some of it

oUtside clothes d,an



Chapter Two

A Vietim - "Not Right in Her Head"

~ercuJe Paradis had been Montreal's chief of
police for less than two months and didn't need the
pressure of more public scrutiny. Murder was not a
co~?n ?ccurre.nce in Montreal. On average, one
horrucIde In the CIty of 150,000 was reported every six
or seven years. When Paradis was swom in the 1 t
" f '1 ' as

Vlcttm 0 a VlO ent death had been Cyprian Brisebois
a young man in bis twenties who was stabbed to death
in a s?,eet brawl at Seaton (today Champlain) and
OntarIo streets on November 3, 1877. Now, since
Paradis had taken over the department in May, two
people had been murdered on bis watch. The force
was still reeling from the unsolved murder on May 31
of Alphonse Quenneville, a thirty-five-year-old night
watchman at the ].T. Morey stables. That night,
someone broke into the horsedrawn cab company's
headquarters at the corner of La Gauchetière and
Bleury streets, where they stabbed Quenneville to

death and then set the building on fire. Most of the
horses were saved, but a number of carriages, includ
ing the elegant black brougham used by Canada~ pre
vious govemor-general, Lord Dufferin, on bis fre
quent visits to Montreal, were destroyed. It had been
a month since the Quenneville slaying and the police
had no leads.

Paradis was at bis house on St. Catherine Street
East near Amherst late Friday evening putting bis two
sons Charles and Emile, to bed when he was told of
the :nurder in Griffintown. ImmediateJy, he deci<led
to take charge personally of the investigation.

Dapper and clean shaven, except for a b~y
that began under bis chin and grew down bis
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Hercule Paradis Ch'if
' le ofPoliee
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dies, a couple of hammers, a chisel and a sl11all hatch
et still sticky with blood. Convinced they had the mur
der weapon, they were walking back towards the
Young Street police station when they ran headlong
into Susan Kennedy's husband, Jacob Mears, pacing
back and forth in front of the precinct. Mears was
obviously agitated and not quite sure of himself. He
explained that there had been some trouble at his
house, but since he witnessed none of it, he didn't
quite mow what to do. "My wife gets drunk occasion
aIly, and when she does, 1 leave her alone, 1don't like
it," Mears said. "People drinking whisky annoy me."

Mears was a deeply tanned, muscu1ar and hand
sorne man, but obviously addle-brained. There is
sorne ambiguity about the spelling ofhis name. News
papers referred to him as 'Myers', but when he.and
Kennedy were married in St. Steven's An~Jican
Church in Montreal on January 19, 1873, he SIgned
the register as 'Mears'. Mears had come to. Canada
from Templemore, Tipperary in 1859 as an eJ~~

Id He told Paradis that he had been t:ryinIJ!1dI:year-o . 'llin . hi h
evening to alert the police to a Ici g m

b
li s o.

li him much Iess e eveno one would sten to '. d
fraid he would be charged W1th the mur

was a th before'""Have you ever taken an oa .

asked. ths ." haps m ."1 don't take many oa SIr, • per
he had never been in trouble W1th ~w. bis .

Mears said he Ieft the house w en
. th an Michael F1anagan.home W1th ano er m, d h didn't re

. d Mary GaIIagher, an e
old frien , cie th afternoon only IDd thr e o'do at
aroun .e bed and GaIIagher dead on the fi
wife aIone ID lying dead in your ho

"Yi saw a woman Sb
M:S stuttered a rep1y. "Yes 1~whther. ~

b sb was dead ID ein the forenoon, ut e ur .
"Under oath you swear only yo

Paradis was a sturdy fifty-one-year-old with a broad
smile who wore rus uniform welI. Although he Was
French-Canadian, he spoke English. He had learned
to do so during the years he spem in New Hampshire
and California. A merchams son, he was born in St.
Michel d'Yamaska in 1828, and was educated at St.
Hyacinthe. Paradis worked in rus futhers dry goods
store umil rus father died. He then left to seek his for
tune in the United States. He retumed to Montreal in
1862 and opened a store of his own, but when it Was
destroyed br lire in 1868, he was hired to become
deputy police cruef. He knew aIl of the citys neigh_
bourhoods and was on a lirst name basis with almost
everyone. Paradis Was a methodical man with a frank
but affable manner. He Wanted this case solved quick-
Iy with a minimum amount of fuss. He went to the
scene of the crime with Detective Andrew Cullen but
by the rime they arrived, Kennedy Was already in ~s-
tody at th.e Young Street police station. They walked
up the Stalrs to the landing at 242 William Street and
began searching varions pans of the tw fi
Th o-room at.e roo~ reeked of the usual Griffintown stenches'
sweat, whisky and smoke. A smalI go' .

. th my Stove Was setup agalflst e paper-thin partition that di 'd d th
two rooms. Every drop of blood fr VI e e
body had oozed to create a dark lom the headless
there Were splotches of blood o~o~ on the Boor and
bOdy, On the sloping fioorboards P ed~alJ. ~ear the
deep gouges. The notch ,ara Is notIced live
looked as if they had been : ;e~e nOt regular, and
a blade at random He "',.....:a dethYsomeone \Vieldingfi . --"use at th ""-oor Were caUSed when the kiJJ h e mar"lj On the
head from her bOdy. The tw er ~cked the VÎctims
l'Ununaging around the two dar~!O~ ce officers ke

Ptthere were c10thes hanging frol11 nair;:: In one roo
m

,
another, they discovered a green wood 111 the Wall; in
the foot of the bed. Inside, they foun~n to01 box near

l11atches, C3n-

"OJ~~ VI u'"nnrown...- -
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was thirty-two and gave his address as 142 McCord
Street. Described as "taU, spare and active, with fair
complexion, grey eyes and with little hair about bis
face," he worked on the waterfront. He was soaking
wet, but there was no trace of blood on any of bis
c1othes. Under questioning, he admitted that he had
slept at the house on William Street. "1 was a little
boozy when 1 arrived, and feU fast asleep until about
two in the aftemoon, when 1 woke up and left," he
said. Flanagan denied knowing anything about a mur
der, nor did he have "any suspicions conceming a
murder."

"When 1 left there was a woman asleep on the
floor," he said. "Her head was not off at the rime."

As Paradis left the precinct, the Saturday newspa
pers hitting the street were on top of the story.

"An Atrocious Murder: The resu1t of a Drunken
Orgie" screamed The Gazette's lurid headline. Not~
he ou~done, The Star countered in its ~ftemoon edj,.
tion with its own sensational account: Murde!'
Beheaded: Horror in Griffintown, A Pretty Wi
murdered, her head eut off and her. body oth
mutilated!" "Horrible Murder: VietJm Be?ea
Broad Daylight" proclaimed The Her~dW;;
ground running and consistendy proVl ch

th killin· The Fren accurate coverage of e g·.th "Lam
La Patrie was a bit more reserved,"? du G .
la rue William, La Terrible Tragédie
La Minerve the city's other French
paper offer'ed: ~Horrible ~eurtre, une
capitée; Détails m~ts.1lÎ.rtmrJN~

Even the staid Ctmllliitm . th
weekly magazine, cou1~'t Jgnore
value ofthe crime. Itprmœcta~
house in which toOk
with dry UJJdersu
I.l1lOÇÎty iU1Q
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home?"
"Oh. Weil the other woman was dead. Dead. Her

head was on the Roor. In the tub. 1 think it was in the
b . "tu ,SIr.

"You know very weU it was in the tub."
"1 didn't know for sure, sir."
"Then what happened?
"1 went out ta buy sorne groceries."
Paradis was incredulous. As the questioning con

tinued, Paradis found Mears, "strong in body, but
apparently weak in mind, what is commonly termed a
fool. "

"Aher you saw a headless woman, you went out for
groceries?"

"Yes sir. 1went for breakfast."
"Come on, tell the truth, man."
"We~, 1couldn't very weU stay in the house with a

body, Iymg. the~e could I?" he replied, suggesting he
wa~,n t as dlmWItted as people thought.

,,~ell me who murdered the woman."
1m not sure, not sure of it a bit. If1was 1 w nId

tell you. 1was not an eye witness at ail " , 0

"A1though you were not an e ..
know who killed th ye WItness, do youe woman'"

"~o. No. No," he shook bis head "N Id
me. , 0 one to

Paradis discounted much of h
but had him detained as a m t

W
. ait A:Iears had to say,

th . a ena WItne "YJ.e truth to the best of bis abili ss. ne tells
sIightly demented and very muc:;~ H~ seems to be
who seems to have been as m h frald of bis wife

th Uc a terror t himwas to e police force and every 15 0 as she
thin d . one e e wh hadg to 0 WIth her," he tald The H

era
0 any_

The man Paradis most Wanted ta /d's repOrter.
Flanagan, was picked up at dawn ta~ to, Michael
drunk. along Nazareth Street in th:coe staggered
young Woman. A thin man with a bon fa mpany of a

y ce, F1anagan



1ne <.>oost or unTTmtown

Gallagher's sJaying reminded Griffinrown residents
of another homicide in the district aJmost a decad
earJier. Mary Maroney Foster, a the sixty-year-ol~
mana~er of the Lachine Junction HoteJ in nearby St.
HenrI, had been hacked to death during a $200 rob
bery on M~y 4, 1871, .and her body had been thrown
down a Hight of stms. A orwegian immigrant,
Johann Ingebretson, more Cornmonly known as John
Lee, confessed to the c~me and wenr to the gaIlows
on ovember 17,}8?1 ~ a public execution watched
by 300 people, pnnclpaIly medical Students and
lawyers."

The ~'Îc~ of the city's latest crime was identilied
as a thirty-elght-year-old sometimes chambenn 'd
and household servant who Went b 1 aI
Am h· Y severa names
C ong ~r many aIiases were 'Mary Chagnon' 'M .

onway' Mary McM 'd ' , ary
h d . f' aster an Mary ConnoIly' Sha ,fi act, been bom Ma Gall . e
jUSt been released from the ryol' a~her and she had
where she had served a thr ga ln Kingston, Ontario,
raney. The daughter of a ~~-month sentence for vag
who settled in Franktown unty ~exford Protestant
War of 1812, she Was bom '. O{tano shortly after the
up along the St. Lawrenc: .eeds COUDry, and grew
She had married J River West of Montreal
O . . ames Conn Il . .

ntano lU 1871. The 0 y ln Kingston,
CO~olly was located couple had no children.
POSltlvely identify th and brought to the hous

'f; h e remains Al e to
W1 e ad not lived togeth f;' though he and bis
t~ered to pay for the fun er Or two years he v 1
t10n of attending era , but said he ha'd .0 UD-
At· no Jnten-

around 10:30 Saturda .
Edmund Guérin, a twe y m01l1ing, James J
OUt of McGill medical nty-three-year-old d ?hn
Street shanty to COndu~thOOl arriVed at the~il1ir!USt
Dame, Gué . . e autopsy. In' am
bis inVi Iv nu w~ Irish, not French,' SPlte of bis

o ement Jn the case h and, because f
' e would go 0

On ta euIti-
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vate .a public profile as a champion of Montreal's
working c1ass poor. In spite of this interest Guérin
himself came from a patrician background. IDs father
was a mathematics professor at McGill University, and
later a consultant for the federal government with the
Department of Public Works in Ottawa. As he went
about his task, Dr. Guérin discovered the victim, "was
a solidly built woman, comely with strong features.
Her head must have pretty at one time," he told a
reporter, "the face is round, the nose ntroussé (tumed
up) and the mouth smalI, the whole forming a counte
nance that must have been prepossessing when ani
mated with health and vigour." The Herald's reporter,
who saw the severed head, concurred. "There could
be no doubt, that she was, when in life, a person of
over the ordinary average of attractiveness," he wrote.

Guérin's post mortem report was succinct: "The
body was that of a stout woman, quite rigid. Head and
one arm [sic] chopped off, as if caused byan .. She
had been hit fourteen rimes. Examining the ., .. ,t.
head Guérin found three blows to the anteri
tion ~f the scalp, three inches long and one ÎD.!
inch and a half apart, "each slighdy splin
skulI." Two smaller cuts creased the forehea
bridge of the nose was smashed in "as if .
mer or the back of an aL" The two eyes
ened. There was also a fiVie-inch gash
under the left eye to the left ear. Upon
top of the skull Guérin found one wound
trated the bone and had gone as deep as
brane which covers the brain. "This m
highly congested. The brain substance
blood and the congestion of the m
extended to the brain itseH: 'l'h.o WQllQ

inftieted on the fcmthead,hadpeIle~
was in itseJf sa8i
stumpof



Chapter Three

Life of an Outcast _
"Considerable Personal Attraction •..

Exceedingly Violent"

35

"The city is in a ferment," The Star voiced its edi
torial outrage. "Public opinion is sbocked deeply that
our city should have its fair name stained with such a
butchery. The guardians of the people's safety are
being denounced broadIy and round.ly." The ~tar pla.c
ed responsibility for the crime on CIty council ~d. 115
failure to hire enough constables to patrol the districts
properly. '.

"We have until recently been m the habIt oflook
ing at our city as a truly. moral 0n;e," the n~Jer
continued. "Only our CIty councillors,. stan

their places in ail the sole~ di~ty of IgnO

facts have from rime to tune pomte~ out
, d li eillanwas no need of increase po ce surv ..

Montreal was one ofthe most moral CInes
tinent. During the past few~ abodut a

ths. . h bl ody and VIolent eaCltlzens ave met 0 soli
f the murders in not onepetrators 0

being discovered." the
M d stories are nreIy about

ur er 'd seant
after her death, newspapersedypa!became
Mary Gallagher. Susan KeDn. abo
traction.R~ of copy W8S~ •

who, it W8S S81d W8S l8spQusibl
saturnalia of dnmbD

tÎDg
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ered by repeated blows." The right hand was severed
from the arm near the wrist joint. On the corpse itself,
he found a two-inch gash on the right shoulder, a slash
on the abdomen, and a bruise on the right side of the
groin. "This was not severe," he concluded.

"The lungs were apparentl)' healthy, but entirely
devoid of blood. The hean was healthy, but did not
contain one drop of blood. [It] contained gas, the
product of decomposition. The stomach contained
sorne partI)' digested food, but the lining of the stom
ach membrane was drained of blood."

Examining the wounds and the pattern of the
gouges on the Boor boards made by the ax, the inves
tigators concluded "there is no doubt the victim was
s~ain by a Woman. A man wouId have been more pre
cIse. No man wouId have vented his rage in such a
haphazard manner."

T~e coroner's wagon arrived and hauled the
remam~ away..A~companied by two undertakers and
b~ Pa~ckQuinlivan, a newly ordained Roman Cath
ollctnesst repcen?Yk arrived from Stratford, Ontario to
wor at t. atnc 's Church the mangl d
tossed into an k' . e cOrpse was

d . unmar ed grave ln unconsecrated
ro

un
fusJn otre Dame des Neiges Cemetery. Quin

van re ed to bJess the deceased
According ta records at Notr . D .

Cemetery and d ite ber e, 3ffie des NeIges
billed for theb~ d busband s offer, no one Was

an no one paid for it.



37Life of an Outcast

Kennedy, who had no place to live after Carey's death,
was so distraught that, early in December of 1872, she
wound up in the main police station "in a condition
consequent upon extreme dissipation bordering upon
insanity. A doctor was called, and she was cornmitted
to prison for safekeeping."

A1though Kennedy was raised as a Roman Cath
olic, she married Jacob Mears in an Anglican church
three months after Carey died. The marriage was not
convenrional by any means. Kennedy was not the sort
of woman to obey a man and she did as she pleased.
Her body belonged to her. She regarded the timing of
her sexual conduct to be her absolute right. Her first
conviction for being "Ioose, idle and disorderly" was
on March 17, 1877. She was 6ned $5 and costs, or one
month in gaoI. On August 4, 1877, s~e was ~UDd
guilty of "being an inmate of a house of ill fume, and
fined $20. Then on Oetober 2, 1877, she was arrested
for "being drunk in Notre Dame St." In November 7,
1877, she was charged with "petty t?eft from h~

employer." In Oetober 1878, she was ID court agam
for assault, for knocking her victim's head "as soft!fa
boiled potato." In July 1878 she was char~ wiih
"throwing her mother from a balcony, .breakinS'lhit
leg," and 6ned $25. It was not the~ nme
had assaulted her mother. The prevlOus !an

thhad locked her mother out of ~e ~OI~e.: 'rse
cold, "forcing her to seek refuge ID t.. n ~

ID· the middle ofwinter." On one occasIon, •
ths in jail for prosbsentenced to three mon three ths

Kennedy swore that when her ~on fut
"It would be best for the judge tohemI)t:te,1
she gets out, he will not have a W 0 e ne

body." th d tails cl,
The Gazette pored over e e. an

. b 'ved at Its ownthe IDquest egan, am urd " 't
"Kennedy is evidently the m eress, 1
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aJso wrong to suggest thatJacob Mears consentedwas h 'th
to his wife's activities. He had little c oice ID e mat-
ter.

They a11 agreed she was pretty. 5he was twenty-six
and stood 5'7", tall for a woman of her rime. Susan
Kennedy had hazeJ eyes, and a waterfall of chestnut
coloured hair. "5he still bears traces, notwithstanding
her debaucheI)', of having considerable personal
attraction," said The StOl: La ,l1i71e7"Ve described her as
"an attractive robust woman, tall, strongly built and
very tough." The Gazette found her to be "a taU strap
ping Irishwoman evidently possessing great physical
prowess and an exceedingly irregular life and when
under the influence ofliquor was exceedingly violent."

The papers said Kennedy came from St. Joseph de
Leeds in Quebec's Megantic COUDty. In reality, Iike
Gallagher, she was born, with no prospect of educa
tion, in 1853 in Leeds County, Ontario. Not much
about her childhood is known, but, at fifteen, she came
to Montreal with her mother, where she claimed to
have been seduced by a man who "engaged h cr_
. "th b erallec

tians, en a andoned her. When she was sriU in her
teens, Kennedy lived on Bleury Street with a widow
na~ed Susan Carey. Everything about Care is ure
conJecTure, but she undoubtedly was a sign-K p.
fluence on Kenn d}?: lif, 1 cant In-

madam after her
e
h~ba:d~~r7 may have become a

been her maid. It is aIso beli~:d ~e~dy may have
knew and worked for Car . ry Gallagher

ovember 2 1872 at th ey untll Carey died on
F ' e age of sixty thror whatever reason Kenn d ~ ee.

murdered. If it was m~d . e y beheved Carey was
such in the press, and no er, It Was neVer rep0rted as
the crime. Kennedy's sad ~~ Was e~er charged with
~ave heen fuelled by a novel :athebc d.elusions may
In the M07ltreal Star at the ti attas beIng serialized
t1ed The Woma71:r Reven" me 0 ~arey's death, enti-

",e, or l 'he Se""" p, .
.... OIS07ler.
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one wanted to believe a woman cou/d be capable of
such a horrifie crime.

To unders.tand th~ enormity of what had happened
a~d the pubhc r~actlOn to it, it is important to appre
clate the Victonan moral code. Women in the Vic
torian age were thought to be defenseless, pure and
above temptation. They were idolized as innocent and
morally upright. Women Iike Mary Gallagher and
Susan Kennedy were simultaneously regarded as
moral outcasts and judged by a moral code spelled out
in the words of the prophet Ezekiel: "1 will judge thee
as women that break wedlock and shed blood are
judged, and 1 will give thee blood in fury and jeal
ousy." Society's judgement was no less harsh. It was an
era when the perfect woman was not supposed to have
any sexuaI urges whatsoever. One physician, William
Aeton, went so far as to suggest that women who
enjoyed intercourse risked mental depression. Mar
ried women had a duty to have sex to have chiIdren
and fulfill their role in life as mothers, not to sa~
any base sexual desire.

"What drove most girls and women into p
tion or semi-prostitution was poverty, the bard
tions of female labour and starvation wages,"
B. Priestley in Victoria's Heyday. "Two points
making here: The first is, most 0:the very peo
denounced prostitution and tned to rescue
women' made no attempt to end poverty,. •
tions and very low wages. The second pomt,
was not until our own rime, that the more
members of the working class~~ dl
excessive prudishness of the Vieton~ IJ?d e

H poverty was an excuse for prostltuaon,
was as good a breeding ground as any.
fall into prostitution. She was P~ed. Th
the vietim ofa world-wide econOID1C d
paralyzed the economyiD: 1874 and left
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declared. In a fanciful bit of journalism The Gazette's
man re-created bis own vivid account for its readers.
"There is no doubt that the murder was committed
about noon and that the motive was jealousy," the
reporter stated. In his opinion, the two women had
been drinking and fighting over money when they
bath passed out. Susan Kennedy was the first to a
wake, and, discovering Gallagher stretched out on the
floor, decided ta kill her rival.

"Seeing a smaII, keen axe gIinering in the sun, she
grasped it and stole inro the next chamber where
finding Gallagher Iying \\Tapt in drunken repose sh~
dete~ed upon the deed. The first blow would have
been glVen upon the temple. This might have aroused
the woman to consciousness and caused her to realize
the danger. of her position, and spring to her feet.
(Kennedy) m stature wou/d tower over her like a giant
and the c~t upon the forehead would be the next in
arder. This wou/d have inevitably knocked the woman
~nsdelhess adnbd she wou/d have fallen to the floor with a

u ear y the tenants b 1 A h
about the head satisfied he e. o~ ~If a .dozen hacks
ing that her vicnm' d r m at dIrection. Expeet-

was ead (Ke d)
~Iy refiected upon the most ~ ?J.1e y most proba-
Ung rid of the bod Sh .xpedltlous means of get
clusion that chop/' . e eVldently came to the con
purpose besr. She w~~~t to pieces would answer her
head. The decapitau' naturally commence with the
th on complet h

e arm nearesr her and 1 e, s e commenced on
couple of slices. At this ?pped off the hand with a
blood was meand' Juncture, finding that th. . ermg about th e
~ues, and afraid that it would ~ room in large quan-
mg below, she left the w k ~ckIe through the ceil
the streaming blood." or 0 mutilation ta wipe up

Others did not beli
she was, could have ch;e that Kennedy, as stron a
out help. AIl SOrts of thpp~ GaUagher ta pieces ~ths

eones Were bandied b WJ 
a out. 0
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house, who were handed over to their parents who
were humiliated witnesses of the shame of their sons."

In spite of attempts to rid the city of its prostitutes,
they flourished. By the time Hercule Paradis became
police chief in May 1879, he counted 100 brothels and
as many as 3,000 prostitutes, adding, "there is reason
to believe even more of those unfortunate ply their
trade en cachette." Paradis was alanned by "the fearfuI
progress of the social evil, these maisrms de tolir/l7ltt."
Others, however, rationalized brothels as necessary
safeguards to the VÎrtue of virgins, wives and widows.
who would otherwise be exposed to outrage, "if
whores weren't around."

Women in Montreal who plied their trade as pros
titutes discovered that the most lucrative rime for
them to market their wares, then as now, was when
summer hegan during the extended June 24h~
weekend that marks the feast of St. John the B
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its citizens destitute. St. Ann\; Ward, where the Irish
congregated, was especial1y vulnerable. Two years
later Dr. William Hingston, then mayor ofMontreal,
carri~d out a Sl1n'ey with the help of the police wbich
counted 75 brothels in the city, most of them in the St.
Louis and St. Lawrence wards. The report estimated
that at least 2,500 women were working in Montreal
as prostitutes, about one quarter of them Irish. Thes

e
numbers included children who were often preferred
by clients because the risk of venereal disease was
thought to be marginal. When Hingston left office the
following year, he admitted that his attempts to "keep
the houses quiet or prosecute the disorderly" had
failed. "Within the past few years they have dragged
their hated presence to the neighbourhood ofsorne of
our larger schools for boys, and l have reason to
believe more than one innocent youth has received
unwarily, an early lesson in sin from those whose step~
I~ad do

wn.to heU," he said in his farewell address to
CIty councI1. Mayor Hingston recommended that bis
successor seriously consider establishin d 1

0

hdi . gare - Ig tstrIct, 50 that "those who ply the' ". d
b c. Ir InIqU1tous tra e,e lorced, as m Hamburg and oth o. 0 E

r b er ClUes m urope
to IVe ~yond certain districts where they could no;
th
entrap

h e unwary, but receive SUPPOrt only fromose w 0 are Wantonl kn . 1
Ir, vicious " So 1 y, owmg Yand systematicaI_

' 0 ong as a man had th
perversion in Montreal tha money, ere was no
Hingston's successor as t could not b~ provided.
tried to crack down on :;o~, J~-LoU1S Beaudry,
After he became mayor th Clty's disorderly houses.
every week with news' 0/;:pers were. filled aImo

stbrought before the Reco d ~. TYPlcaI of thos
er ers Court "women. three men and a IS were three

October 1878, of l1Inning a-r:r-old ~l," charged in
Charles Boromée Str...... as llSe

U
ofilI-repute OD St.boys --., We as "fo

aceused of being habituaI Cr ur teenaged
equenters of the
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Chapter Four

Fête St. Jean

Revi~ionists in Quebec have changed the name of
the holiday to the Fête Nationale, but, for centuries,
June 2~ has been celebra,ted ~th bonfires, religious
processIOns, p~rades and lntOlucating black parties as
St. Jean BaptIste Day. The special devotion in the
New World between settlers of Latin temperament
and St. John the Baptist, the New Testament prophet
and itinerant preacher who foretold the coming of
Christ, goes back to June 24, 1497 when John Cabot,
an Italian explorer, sailed into a harbour on the north
east corner of Newfoundland's Avalon Peninsula, and
called it 'St. John's'. When Quebec City was founded
in 1608, early pioneers from France who settled along
the banks of the St. Lawrence River followed the
time-honoured European custom of Iighting boniires
in honour of the Baptist and to celebrate the begin
ning of summer. Custom had it that charred bits of
wood from the spent bonfires would protect a home
or barn against lightning. According to tradition,Jobü
the Baptist baptized Christ "the lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world." 50, as the eeJc,.
brations evolved and became more sophistica1;lld
throughout French Canada, a dese~g boy
live lamb in tow became the focal pomt of the
parades.

On TuesdayJune 24, 1879, the boy chosen
resent St. John and walk with a lamb in M
46th annual parade was Edouard Surveyer, ~e
year-old nephew of the city's Roman Catholic
Edouard Fabre. Byall accounts, that years
the biggest ever staged. More than fifty aIl
floats started out from what was then !ma
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sioners in the discharge of their dulies, or whether
they were guided by any mie at ail." The watering
holes were described in an 1875 police report as "dirty
without and dreary within, sorne large, sorne small, ail
ill savored and smelling ofsawdust soddened br tobac
co juice." Two years later, the city's then-police chief,
Fred Penton, complained about ail of the unlicensed
"groggeries," describing them as "the namral resort
for ail vagabonds, thieves of every description _ they
may be styled, empharically, dens of iniquity."

The most notorious bar in the city at the rime was
Joe Beefs Canteen at the corner of Rue de La Com
mune and Callières Street. Regulars called the place
'The Inferno'. Ir was fun bya forry-four-year-old bull
necked, bu11headed Irishman from County Cavan,
Charles McKiernan, who came to Montreal with the
Royal Artillery in 1861. Seven years later, he opened a
tavern on St. Claude Street near Bonsecours Market
which moved to numbers 4 & 6 Rue de La Commune
in 1870. It was, as Montreal historian Edgar Andrew
CoUard wrote, "the gathering place for the tough"and
the luckless." McKiernan's business card read 10e
Beef of Montreal, The Son of the People: He cares
not for pope, priest, parson or King ~illi~ of ~e
B All 1want is the coin." He was, m splte of hisoyne. .. J

. . a barkeep with a SOCIal consaence. oe
Bcyru~sm, fuge where the unformnate could heIpeers was a re d
themselves to bread or have a place to stay an , ?n
Sundays, he rurned the placeo~ tofoafunth~en~

ou The Workers For Christ, r etr reYI
gr ~, The main attraction atJoe Beef's, however,meetmgs. tha McKi
was a bear calledJennie, one of three t eman
k chained in the bar. On June 23, The StIlr report-
e~P~at the bear had di~, "un~oubte9ly ~edt;
recent encounter with a bnck.whi~waser:: the Red
Joe's muscular band. The anima1 . • . • Th
River and bas always been ofsavage disposiuon. e

Jean Baptiste Village about one kilometre outside the
city limirs, where the Laurier Metro station is today.
They then made their way down St. Lawrence
Boulevard ta the parish church of Notre Dame, today
Notre Dame Basilica, on Place d'Armes. One COntem_
porary account described the parade that year as a
magical occasion. "The whole street lined as it was
with trees, looked like a forest lane through which
fairy elves were dancing in the sunlight, waving ban
ners, but upon c10ser examination they were monals,
bespangled, badged, sashed and ornamented, until
each man in the procession looked like a generalissi
mo in his own right." That evening, there was to have
been an electric light demonstration in the east tower
of otre Darne Church, but "it was not a complete
success, owing to want of due time for preparation,
but the experiment will be repeated shortly."

Susan Kennedy and Mary Gallagher lived out of
each other's pockets, and, as friends would later testi
fy, were "in the habit of making themselves at home at
each others houses." They were also familiar habituées
of ~ house of iII repute on St. Maurice Street, describ
ed ~ the papers as "a house owned by a man named
White, a blacksmith, whose son gets ail sorts of bad
cha~cters to meet him there where they carry on theirorgtes."

Gallagher had recently been released fr .
and she and Kennedy were in high .. ::am pns?n,
as they made their wa trollin SPJnts t evenmg
crowds that had gathe~ed for 1for r~n t;hrou~h the
Montreal. Today, there ma bee ce ~ rations m Old
Montreal where dancers barY thall kinds of clubs in
1870' e emselves b . ths, there were saloons .th li ' ut m e
establishments "thick and :;eefo~ bears, and other
ner of cross streets se~':-g ..1..:_. one at each car-
ch ' ..... .....1IllCS of . baracter." ewspapers at the tim qUestiona le
"wbat rule could bave govemed th eli~ften wondered

e cense COmmis_
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and around the knee. Finally, the men at the top
grabbed Joe's hands and pulled him out of th
pit, the bears ail the while, giving vent to th:
most uneanhly growls.
Although he was in pain, Joe was at work when

Kennedy and Gallagher dropped in to Joe Beef's out
of.curiosity, and, unable to lind an)'one to bu)' them a
drmk, left as th~ sun was setting behind the rooftops
~nd th~ mountam. They continued bar-hopping, mak
mg t?elr way up to the market square on PlaceJacques
Cartier. There, they ran into Michael Flanagan, a
stevedore who was out celebrating the evening and
looking for sorne female company. The next hour or
so was one of those jumbled times with both women
sharing drinks with Flanagan and competing for his
attention. In the early moming hours of June 25,
Flanagan left with Mary Gallagher and checked into a
/lop house near Dalhousie Square. As Flanagan ex
plained his choice later: as a good Catholic, he didn't
sleep with married women, and since Gallagher was
"much less married than Mrs. Mears," he engaged her
services. Susan Kennedy was left to wander home
alone weil past four in the moming eaten up at the
thought that Flanagan had preferred the attentions of
an old, grey-haired woman instead of going home
with her. The more she brooded, the more hostile to
Gallagher she became.

Kennedy was in no mood to see anyone when Gal
lagher and Flanagan arrived at ber house at dawn on
FridayJune 27. Gallagher pounded on the downstairs
door, demanding to he let in. When no one answered
her familiar pattern of knocks on the door, she went
around to the rear of the building, cIimbed the rickety
stairs to the second f1oor, and admitted herself into
Kennedy's kitchen through the back door, as she
had done so many rimes before. Gallagher then let
Flanagan into the house through the front door and

next day, "The services of a butcher were called in and
the brute 'l'as speedily dispatched."

\Vhat really happened and had the whole town
talking was this:

Between live and six, two men visited Joe
Beef's to see the sights, and among other things
were shown the den of three bears, who are
kept in a ca"em, about six feet high and ten feet
square, under the hall where the cooking is
done. The only entrance to the cage is by a trap
door in the floor, and when the trio of bruins are
exhibited, the door is opened, and by a known
signal, the bears are trained to raise on their
hind feet and rest their forepaws on the edge of
the trap. ~Ie the men were feasting their eyes
on the lIlIIlJature menagerie, a four year old boy
ofJoe's was playing around the hall, and coming
too close to the open trap, overbalanced himself
a~d fell among the beasts. The largest of the
three. uttered a loud, deep groViI, and dashed at
the littl~ boy, grasping him bear-fashion, be
twee.n his .forepaws. The boy shrieked piteously
:d m an tnstant,Joe was down in the pit among

e bears, who although are calIed 'tame' dis
played al1 the ferocity of th· b threlf re en who
rbo~ at large in the forest.Joe wrestled with th

mm manfully and d efr bis manage to release the child

hi
om grasp, and was just in the act f ..
m to safe quan h 0 ralSmg

ed the boy a secoersdw. en the savage beast seiz-
n tune and b himground Th fath . ore to the

. e er agam re1eased hi chil
this time was suceessful in lacin s. d, and
reach of the now doubl kfuri g him out of
who then turned on Jo/hims ltted monster,
him savagely, and before he ha~ ti:d atta~d
pear out of the pit, the brute e ~ disap
bly lacerating the f1esh of th sulceeed~ m terri-

e OWer ngbt thigh
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the house. There was another young man come in
while 1 was sleeping, and Mary told me ta go for
another bottle, but 1 would not go."

"Do you know the name of the young man?"
"If 1 knew, 1 would tell you. We weren't thinking

about names. We were drinking. \Ve had sorne fun
and we weren't thinking about names."

Kennedy said she and Flanagan were bath asleep,
passed out, lying in her bed. She said she woke up
around three that afternoon when her husband
retumed and they discovered the body in the kitchen.
"1 wanted ta cali the police, but could not. 1 toldJacob
to cali the police. Poor Jacob. He saw Flanagan in our
bed, and asked 'Did he kill her?' 1 began ta wipe up
the blood and sorne of it got on my c1othes, and on my
underdothing. There was blood on the Roor, and as 1
was wiping it up 1 fell down in it. 1 fell because 1 was
terrified. The blood was running in a regular stream
under me. l'm not easHy frightened, and when 1recov
e~ed from the full, 1continu d ta wipe up the blood. 1
dld not notice the blood on my c1othes. 1 was sa
scared."

"How do you account for the blood on the c10thes
under your skirt?"

"Weil, when 1 tucked up my skirt, th bl d
have' e 00 must

got on It when 1 was kneeling down 1 h uld
have gone ta the neighbours when 1found th ~ ~ 1
was too weak ta do sa." e a y.

"But you were strongeh'
blood?" noug ta Wlpe up aIl that

"1 didn't see any use in shoutin Iike
Iy knew what 1was d' 1 g a fool. 1 hard
I saw the body." omg. went out ofmy mind when

One of the members of the inquest's . "
from a trial jury) wanted ta know how ~ury (distinct
aceount for the blood above the bed' thnnedy eould

"Th th m e bedroomat was ere when we moved in J b .
. aeo can tell

The Inquest
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you that. 1 think the wall was smeared with blood from
ail the bugs that were killed."

Pressed ta identify the mysterious stra h kIki b nger s e ept
ta ~g a out, Kenn~dy would only say that "1 am not
sure If he was Enghsh or Irish but he d fi . 1

F h " , enIteywasnot renc.

"~en Flanagan got out of bed, you told him you
were ln a good deal of trouble? What did he sa )"

"He said 'Good Gad, the woman's head is ~~ off'
and he ran away." ,

"You persist in saying that a woman was murdered
in your house, had her head eut offand placed in a tub
and that you have no idea how she met her death?" ,

"It must have been the man what did it."
"You do not know who murdered her?"
"It must have been hirn. It wasn't Flanagan."
"Did you not tell Chief Paradis it would take two

people to kill Mary Gallagher because she was so
strong and powerful that one person alone couldn't do
it?"

"1 hardly knew what 1 was saying when 1 talked to
the chief. 1 was scared. Not in my right mind. 1 know
nothing about that. It was only later that morning 1
came to my senses and knew what 1was saying."

"If you said it would take two people to kilI her,
who are those two people?"

"1 didn't know what 1 was saying. It eouldn't have
been Flanagan. Poor feIIow, he was asleep."

"You swear you dOD't knOW who kilIed the de
ceased?"

"1 do Dot know who it was. 1 am sorry DOW 1 didn't
ask bis Dame."

"Were you and your husband in the house
Thursday?"

"l'm Dot sure whether he was there or DOt. When 1
start drinking he takes off. We had sorne Iiquor in the
house that night, 1 dOD't remember wbat hour we
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twelfth anniversary of Canadian Confederation. To
mark the occasion there was a regatta in the harbour
and, at noon, a twenty-one gun salute was fired from
the battery on St. Helen's Island. Even though it was
a national hoüday, Jones did not adjoum the inquest.
That evening, he heard from one of Gallagher's
friends, Ellen McCarthy. A woman with bulging eyes
and a sorrowful disposition, McCarthy said she had
been gainfully employed as a servant until, as she
cheerfully admitted, she decided to go on a binge and
get drunk on the St. John the Baptist Day weekend.

McCarthy told the coroner that Gallagher was "in
the habit of drinking heavily," and of visiting Susan
Kennedy. "We were ail in jail together," she chuclded.
"1 know Flanagan, too. We've been drunk together.
He used to visit Mrs. Connor's house on McCord
Street. But 1have never seen Mrs. Mears and Flanagan
together."

"Can you describe the clothing Mary Gallagher
was wearing the last rime you sali' her?" .

"Every stitch of it," McCarthy nodded as sh~ Iden
tified GaIIaghers Iight grey dress, black embrOidered
jacket and brown straw hat. "1 should know her red
Bannel chemise, too, 1washed it c:no~gh rimes for her
. "1 Th brown lace she camed m her pocket. 1
ID )31 • e d sh 'd
once asked her why she carried it ~bout, an e.531.
'Wè Il h I have a fine dress, I mtend to put lt one ,w en
it.'" .Th tom Ietter in one ofthe pockets whichere was a da . "Sh
McCarth 'd was a letter of recommen tIon. e. 1531

when we came out ofjail on the Ilth of
had lt on er . ha1f. d she p1aced a piece oftapeJune. It was tom m , an

on~:~~:;'f:~ch was produced as evid.ence, read:
Mary Connelly [sic] bas been ID myserv

~Thc:r~'manths, and I have round her to he sober
:d agreeabIe, and I can recommend her as a p«:ll!1

went ta bed, but it was early, 1 think it was before nine
o'dock, there was still dayüght. We could not sleep at
ail. On Thursday we could not sleep at ail for the
bugs. Mary had promised to come and said she was
going to bring her captain. 1 was expecting them ail
night. "

"You did not sleep at ail before daybreak?"
"1 slept a üttle, but only for a shon rime. 1slept, and

there was a rap at the door."
"Who let Mary Gallagher in?"
"1 did."
"Who was with her?"

"A young man. 1 was introduced to him as
Flanagan."

"Who asked you to go for the üquor. Flanagan or
the deceased?" •

"It was him and her together. But he gave me the
money."

Kennedy said Gallagher and Flanagan were both
exhausted, "both very sleepy," and they were talking
about where they should go to bed. "Before 1 went to
bed, Mary Gallagher was sitting in a chair in the
kitchen, alone. Flanagan and 1 were asleep when she
let the stranger in."

"You say it was not Flanagan?"

. "No, no, it was not Flanagan. He was asleep ail thetune."

• • •
"FI~on~rs c~~e~g the inquest were skeptica1.

gan s POSItIon 15 now dangerous and much ofhis
safety depends on whether he tells the th "
The Star commeDted "FIana tru or not,
. , gan says he knows th
mg about a murder. Should he persist· this h no -
find it difficult to prove that he was DOtm fthe may
men who COmmïtted the fouI deed H ~n~ 0 ~ ~o
position, 50 far as bis Deck 15' • e 15 m a cntIcaI

coDcemed"
The Den day, Dominion Day, was ~ h Iida

' 0 y, the
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said she wanted a quarter. 1 didn't have a quarter, 50 1
jumped out of bed, opened the door and wenr down
the srairs and left the house. A!; 1wenr down the stairs
1 looked into the kitchen and saw a woman lying face
down on the f1oor. 1 saw nothing more. 1wenr out. 1
didn 't say anything ta anyone. 1 made no remark of
any kind. 1 went am because 1 wanred to get some
thing to drink. She never said ta me that there had
been trouble in the house while 1was asleep."

Flanagan said the first he heard of the murder was
later that Friday night when he was in a saloon, "get
ring a glass of beer," at the corner of McCord and
William. "1 heard there was a woman in Mears' house
with her head eut off, and it occurred to me it might
be Mary Gallagher. The common talk was that Susan
Kennedy killed her. Having had a Iittle too much
Iiquor in me, 1didn't ask any questions. 1never heard
Susan Kennedy say anything bad about Mrs. GaJ
lagher [sic] while 1 was in the house. 1 never he~d
them arguing. When 1 left the house 1 never s31d
'Good Gad, did you kill the wo~an?'''.

"Can you tell us who you think IDlght have mur
dered the woman?"Jones asked.

"No 1cannot sir, not in the least."
The nen day, the street in front of the house at 242

William was 1illed with curiosity seekers when Cor.on-

J oved the inquest ta the scene of the cnmeer onesm . h hdh d. d taU over the ev:tdence e a ear soand went ID e ., 'bl
far He arrived at the conclUSIon that It was posst e,

. hable that a stranger had entered the
but not pro was ~o Jock on any ofthe doors.
house. FT?dereJuly 4 Helen Troy and Catherine GoJd-

On n ay, called'
a ofKennedy's neighbours, were ta. tesn-

en, tw ~ed that the neighbourhood chiIdren
fy. Troy • fun of]acob Mears. and when theystaIt

used ta.
m

him on Friday aftemoon, the clay of the
ed teasIDhg 'd "Leave me aIone, 1have enough troumurder. e SlI1

servant. Mrs. W]. Tracey, Côte St. Antoine."
McCarthy said she and GalJagher walked together

ra Lachine ta find a job the day after they were
reJeased fram gaaJ. She c1early charmed The Gazette's
reparter. He thaught McCarthy was the most credible
witness ra appear at the inquest. "Her language was a
Iittle abave the camman and she showed in the course
af her examination that she passessed traits ofcharac
ter, which, but far insatiable love ofdrink, would place
her in a respectable position in society," he wrote.
"CauJd nat sorne of the ladies of the church of which
she is naminally a member test their ability in this
instance, in the nable work of reform?"

The inquest resumed on July 2, which was an
unusuaJly busy day far Jones. There were four bodies
in the margue that moming. At 7 am, he ruled that
]ose~h Lauzon, who had just been let out of jail after
servmg a five-year sentence, had died of natural caus
es. The death ~f three-year-old George Dennis Ed
wa~d, who fell mto a tub of boiling water, was ruled
aCCIdentaI, and twen~-six-year_old Josephine Bégin,
who w~ found dead m her bed died of"congestion ofthe bram."

Flanagan took the stand that day. He admitted he
~as not exactly sober when he arrived at Kennedy's

ouse. It was, he said, the first rime h had h
Htldth · e meter.e o. e mquest that shortly aft:er drinkin a bottle
of whisky, he passed out in her bed But heg trdicted Ke ,l..,. . con a-nneuT s testimony and d .
seen Gallagher's dead b dy' ernc:d that he had
bo 0 or ever S31d anythinUt a body. "When 1woke up 1 1•• ~ " g a-

d ' aslU:(J ror a ..:1..:- '- fwater, an Susan brought me th u.lUll( 0
he said. e Water and 1drank il,"

According ta Flanagan Kennedy
cool and not at aU excited.''' apPeared "calm,

"1 asked her jfshe wanted ta go OUt fi
and she said she would. 1gave her ten or SOrne beer.

cents, and she

The Inquest
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ble. There's a woman with her head eut off upstairs in
h "ml' ouse.

.Troy said she had heard Kennedy carrying on and
arguing on 'Vednesday, but that she had been quiet on
Thursday. "She \l'as ohen heard ta say that one day
she wouJd avenge the death of someone called Susan
Carev ,,'horn she believed had been poisoned and died
befo;e a priest couJd be called to hear her confession.
1don 't know anything more about the affair."

Catherine Golden, who lived directly across the
street From Kennedy, said she saw Mary Gallagher
sbortly before eleven o'dock on the moming of
Friday the 27th tugging at Kennedy's mess "trying to
pull her away From the window into the house. 1heard
Kennedy say 'Ifyou don't go away and leave me aJone,
1 will knock your brains out with an axe.' Mary Gal
lagher disappeared From view and 1 never saw her
again."

Susan Kennedy, Michael Flanagan and Jacob
Mears were charg~d with the murder of Mary Gal
lagher and housed m the provincial jail.

U~der,~ctorian mores, a husband was responsible
for hls ~fe ~ be~aviour. Husbands were expeeted to
keep ?terr Wlves m line or suffer the consequences. In
fa~ I~ 1~62, Richard Aylward went to the gallows
Wlrt hl~ Wlfe, Mary, for a murder she had committed.

urmg the summer, the Crown was satisfied that
Jacob Mears was not in the building wh Gall h
was murdered and the charges a.....in~n him ag er
dropped. b~~L were
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Chapter Six

Susan Kennedy on Trial

The trial opened on Tuesday September 3D, during
the 1879 a~tumn assizes in courrroom number twelve,
the largest m the courthouse. The neo-c1assical build
ing where it took place still stands on otre Dame
Street just west of City Hall in OId Montreal. Built in
1856, it was designed by John Ostell and patterned
aher the main post office in London. With its facade
of six Ionie colurnns and its high steps on either side
it is still an imposing building. At the rime of Ken~
nedy's trial it was only two stories high; the existing
third Boor and the dome were not added nntil1894.
Every available nook and cranny ofthe courtroom was
filled with spectators described by The Gazette as "the
usual throng of idlers and others compelled by the
morbid curiosity to witness the sufferings ofothers."

Clearly, the murder touched a nerve. Young men,
aoxious to learn more about the world of illicit sex,
filled the galleries, and women came, anticipating the
excitement ofa theatricaI draIna.

Acting for the Crown was one ofMontreal~capti
vating silver-tongued legal mavericks, Bernard Devlin.
Devlin was barn in Roscommon, Ireland, went to
medicaI school in Dublin and came to Canada in 1844.
When he arrived in Quebee City, he couJd not obtain
a license to practise medicine so he went into the
newspaper business,.starting Tb~ Frr:~'sjorlnuJltmtJ
CommerdiJJ Adverttstr, a deCidedly liberal organ.
Devlin obtained bis law degree in 1847 and moved to
Montreal. where he was eleeted a city al.derman and
then to the Bouse of Gommons as the Liberal mem
ber for Montreal Centre, which he ~lpllW
one tel'lJ1 until bis defeat in 1878. But DevIin was bY
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Universi~ Literary Society. His junior partner, James
Greenshields, graduated from McGiII five years later
and had also won the Torrance meda!. McMaster was
as expansive as Greenshields was reAective. McMaster
was a fana tic Conservative; Greenshields a deterrnined
Libera!. He sported a walrus mustache that made him
look older than his twenry-seven years. Although both
were country boys - Greenshields grew up in Dan
ville, Quebec - their personalities were 50 different
that their partnership could not, and did not, last. But
in 1879, McMaster, Hull & Greenshields was Mont
real's fastest growing law firm.

On the bench sat Samuel Cornwallis Monk, then
Montreal's best known judge. The Monk station on
the city's green Metro Hne is named for him. Monk
was sixty-five and came from a long line of disting
uished jurists: his great-grandfather had been a Nova
Scotia attorney-genera!. Both his grandfather and an
uncle had been judges. Monk arrived in Quebec with
a militia unit from Nova Scotia during the 1837 Re
bellion as a young soldier oftwenty-~ee.He was a~

mitted to the Quebec Bar and went mto parrnersbip
with John Rose. Appointed Queen's Counsel in 1854,
M k d bis reputation as the Crown prosecutor

on eame 'al' 1858 .at the notorions Desforges murder trI m , m
hi h M . Anne Crispin and her lover were con-w c ane . . th

victed of murdering Desforges. ~m went ta e
gallows on June 25, 1858. The followmg year,~
was narned judge of the Superior Court and even 
1 a ointed a judge of the Court of Queens ~ench.
y PPd bilin al he was a respected authonty on

Fluen y ., gu , Tall and erect, bis bearing "was a
QuebecS CIvil code. "nk d 'bed .

. f Frequent comment. Mo was escn ID
subJeet 0 rofile as someone whase "natural
one conrempoknrarrlJge and graceful profile have made
talents vast ow Iisten
him ~e of the most agleeable~ ta. kn ~

h er he has a judgernent ta deliver. His ow -wene\'

ns FuJly accepted in Montreal's Irish Catholicno mea. hi fuJ
nlum'ty To many, including 5 power parishcom .'

priest, Patrick Dowd~ with whom he often argued, he
was a socialist, a Feman and a troublemaker:

Devlin was onJy fifty-five, but he was Jll and he
Jooked much older. He could not know it at the time,
but Man' GalJaghers murder would be the last he
would p;osecute before his death.

Clearly Kenned\' had no mone}' to hire a lawyer to. , .
defend herself 50 two outstanding attorneys were ap
poinred to act in her imerests: Donald McMaster and
James aisrnith Greenshields. McMaster and Green
shields were an unlikely pair of law panners. Mc
Master was thirty-two. He grew up in \Villiamstown,•

Ontario, and still lived across the Ontario border in
Lancaster. Flint-faced and vaguely handsome, Mc
Master had more pressing matters than Kennedy's
defense on his mind. He had just been eleeted to
Queen's Park as the Conservative member for Glen
garry in the Ontario general election that had been
held the previous June. A Torrance Gold medalist in
his 1871 graduating class at McGiIl University, Mc
Master had been twice president of the McGiII

Donald McMoster andJames Naismith Gremshie/ds
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edge of both English and French is 50 perfect it would
be impossible for a stranger to tell to which nationali_
ty he belonged."

The jury selection went quickly. Three jurors were
challenged by the Crown, four by the defense. Ken
nedv wouJd be judged by twelve men: William Gib
son: Thomas Lawlor, Patrick Kelly, James Conkling,
James Walsh, William King, Thomas Adock, John
Bennett, Duncan Campbell, Edward Henkel, Edward
Lynch and Edward u1ty.

Wearing a straw hat and a tan suit with black em
broidery, Kennedy was ushered into the courtroom
and took her place in the dock. The expression on her
face was vacant as the clerk of the court charged the
jury: "Gentlemen, hearken to the charge against the
prisoner, that Susan Kennedy murdered Mary Gal
lagher on the twenty-seventh day of June, eighteen
seventy nine. Upon this indictment, gentlemen, the
prisoner is arraigned. She pleaded that she is not
guilty and for her trial has put herself upon Gad and
her country, whose queen you represent. Your duty;
th~refore, i~ to enquire whether she is guilty or not
gwlty of th!s felon.r- You will remain sequestered and
hea~ the eVldence. Jury sequestering was usual in this
penod.

r The. Crown.wouJd cali fourreen witnesses' the de-
rense SIX. Devlin's o' ks . '
b . r penmg remar to the Jury werene"

"The deceased met Mich 1FI
ing of the 24th or 25th ae anagan on the even-
the night in debaueh c:!{une, and no doubt, spent
around 7 o'clock 0 e

th
ry, e began. "We know that

n e mornin f thwent ta the a~~'--~' h g 0 e 27th they
-"""üS ouse and

arrived, the aceused's husband as SOon as they
premises. F1anagan then f.Jacob Mears, left the
and the three of them~~~bottle of whisky,
bed and passed out. The prisa ns8aD then went to

ner te US that another

young man then came in, but her alibi is devoid of
trUth. It is certain there were only three people in the
house. When the murder was committed at noon, the
unforrunate Mary Gallagher had to have been killed
by someone," he declared. "We will prove that that
someone was Susan Kennedy."

If Kennedy was the killer, was she responsible for
her actions? McMaster would try to persuade the jury
ta accept the M'Naghten mie of insanity, which is
enshrined in sec. 16 of the Criminal Code of Canada.
The insanity defense has its origins in a complex set of
legal guidelines devised in 1843 after the murder of
British Prime Minister Robert Peel's secretary at the
hands of a madman. In a nutshell, the ruJe states that
"if the person is insane, in a state of natural imbecili
ty, or has a disease of the mind that renders the person
incapable of appreciating what they have done,~ they
are not guiIty. The ruJe is, how~er, co,?plicated
hecause it also states that if a person IS deluslOnal but
otherwise sane at the rime of the homicide, then the
ruJe does not apply. The way the ruJe was interpreted
at the rime was based exclusivelyon 19th ~entury con
cepts of mora1ity and rational understanding, and ren-

fo distinguishing' those whodered the concept useless r th
'ck from the well The trick was to prove ewere SI • f th urd
d was insane at the exact moment 0 e m er

accuse afterwards. In other words, a persan
- not hefore, not 'caIly insane br the rime theywere
could he found medi th .

'aI, but legally sane when e cnme was.co~
put on tri pli ted taetic, open to con8ietmg
mitted. It~ a COIDsub' ca. opinion and misgoided
expert oplD100, ~eetlVC

speeula~on. . statement, Donald McMaster sug
In bis openmg uld demonstrate that K.enned,s

gested mat he ':cm years formed a pa~ that
behaviour 0 s •

uld indi.cate tlIat$e was msane.
wo i Dtst: wimess. the Crown
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Joseph Jones, who simply described ~e scene of the
crime. George Glackmeyer, an archnect, then took
the stand and produced a detailed plan of the crime
scene wruch he had drawn on JuJy Il. His drawing
dearly showed the IWO rooms of the house "separated
bl' a board partition, which was oId and loose and cov-. ,
ered \\~th old paper.

The \~ctim 's shambling husband, James Connolly,
made an appearance. As he took the oath and identi
lied rumself as "Iar)' Gallagher's husband, Kennedy
piped up.

"That's a lie," she said. "Her husband's name was
"IcCormick."

Connolly didn't contribute much to the proceed
ings. He testified that once he realized his wife was a
"bad woman, he went away from her," and that he
hadn 't spoken or heard from her in two years. "1 never
saw her again unti! 1was calied to identify her body."

"It was her body on the Hoor. It was her head in the
tub. Ir was her hand on the Hoor."

The forensic e~dence was supplied by Dr. James
Guérin. In rus opinion, Guérin told the court that he
believed Gallagher was still alive when her head was
severed from her body. The immediate cause ofdeath
he said, was "the loss of blood from her wounds." Th~
head might have been severed instantly: he said but
suggested Ît probably took "three or fo~ minut~."

~ross-examined by Greenshields, Guérin said he
believed that before Gallagher was decapitated she
was knocked unconscious by a blow to the face' that
broke her nose. "The injury to the nose was inflieted
b~ a powe.rful~Iow fr~m the fist, such as a strong man
nught deliver, he testHied adding to th .

" th Ke ' e naggmg sus-
pICIon at nnedy could not have acted al "1

uld . one. two requlre a very powerfu) blow to . flj h
'" th fi etsucmJunes, as e bones were broken and th
1 1 h d . e nose cam-p ete y smas e m."

Based on the amount of blood that had congested
in Gallagher's brain, Guérin estimated she was alive
for about haIf an hour before her head was cut off.
"The initial blow must have caused a stupor or insen
sibility, and she must have remained in that condition
until her life was extinct," he said. "The neck was
hacked by blows given two inches apart, the hacking
on the left cheek looked as if it was a bungled anempt
ta remove the head."

Kennedy's downstairs neighbour, Helen Troy, then
took the stand. Troy told the court she heard a man
and a woman arrive at 6 o'dock in the moming of
Friday the 27th, and that the woman was the deceased.
She could not identify her male companion, but was
certain it was not the accused's husband, Jacob Mears.

"Mary Gallagher went round the back stairs, and
came down the front stairs to let the man in," Troy
said. At noon she heard someone fall an1 aftetwards
"heavy chopping which shook the. house. .

Under questioning by Devlin, Troy s31d that
around two o'dock that aftemoon she heard Kennedy
h tin· g "She has been looking for revenge, and nows ou , b talkin h

she got it at last." She appeared to e g to er-
If Thi startling testimony. No one had yet su~-se. swas . Tl d

d th 'al that revenge was a motive. roy S3lgeste at e m urd ed tiI
she had no idea that anyone had been mer.un
later in the day when she sent her son upswrs ta

investigate. d' umed for lunch and when it
The court a JO '.

d ·tringat 1:30, Troycantinuedh~testlmony.
resum

e
. SI ad been warned ta aVOld Kennedy

She S31d she1h .d she was "half crazy. out of her
b~ca~eb~o~~~believe Kennedy was in";,,ne. "She
mmd, .' ce she moved in "Troy S31d. "It was
had been q'?geht:"before the murder, she was up all
only twO ID th 'ghbours She

. hr, made noises and annoyed e nel sh in
:ned out to people in the street whether e ew
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them or not. She did not do this when she was sober.n

Troy said she only heard Kennedy talk to herself
once, and that 'l'as on the day of the murder.

"How did you know it was Kennedy ta/king to her
self, since you say you had never had any conversa_
tions with her?" Greenshields asked. "How did you
recognize her voice if you never spoke to her?"

"1 saw her at the window."
The next \\itness, Catherine Golden, who lived on

the opposite corner of William and Murray, spoke of
Kennedy's behaviour on the afternoon of the murder.
She said she saw Kennedy leaning out of the window.
"She could hardly hold her head up, but she was
shouting, 'Leave me alone and go away or l'Il knock
your brains Out with an axe.'" Golden said the com
motion attracted several children to the window. They
asked ~er '~er~'s Jacob?' and she said, '1 hope the
Lor~ \\11l bnng him back ail right.' The children asked
her If she was drunk, and she said she wasn't."

Golden also said she saw Jacob Mears come to the
door of the house several times during the day, hesi-
tate, and each rime go away. '

Constable Neal M Kinn'd .
th h c on saI he was dispatched

ta e ouse becaus d f
thr e wor 0 a murder had spreadoughout Griffint " 1
e1se." own, peop e could speak of little

h,;~gen.hebwent upstairs he said he found the body
" on lts reast, back" .
exposed " H 'd h up, not entIrely naked but

. eSaI ethenfo dth. '
a back room "She had un e pnsoner asleep in

. on several dr ·th bl don the lower pan of her kirt." Wh esses, WI 00

McKinnon said "she a; ed en he arrested her,
From drink." pear ta he nervous, as if

At this point in the trial
introdueed as evidence ri the ?turder weapon was
identified the small blood e;teetive Andrew Cullen
found in a box in theb~ ax as the one he had

oom. He said the ax had

blood and grey hairs on the blade, and the hair of the
deceased "was mixed with grey." In 1879, fingerprints
were not yet used in criminal investigation - the fust
fingerprint files would not be started until 1891 - sa
there was no way of positively knowing who had
wielded the ax. Cullen told the court that Kennedy
denied killing Gallagher. "She told me the killer was a
captain who came into the house with Gallagher and
who gave her money to go buy some whisky. When
she returned with the bottle, she said she then asked
him for money to buy sorne apples, which he gave her.
She said she went out ta buy the apples, and when she
returned Gallagher was dead and the stranger was
gone."

Ellen McCarthy identified the clothes Gallagher
had been wearing the day she died and sai~ she. recog
nized her skirt because she sewed the trunmmg the
day she and Gallagher walked t~ Lachin~ looking for
a job. "The hat Kennedy is weanng now m the court
room, that very hat is Mary Gallagher's!" McCarthy

said in an edgy voice. .' " ,
With that, one of the jurors mte1Jeeted. 1don t see

how you cao swear by the hat. ~er~ are .hundreds of

h lik ·· M nneal" Sucb actIve Jury mvolvementats e ltm 0 • •

in a trial was common at the nme.
Devlin then attempted ta call Jacob Mears ta the
d b McMaster argued that a husband could not

stan ,~t estify gamst' bis spouse, and Judge
be reqwred ta t a

Monk.agrechi~'f Hercule Paradis said that when he
Police e S poli

. .ewed the prÎsOner at the Young treet • ce
m~ d asked her ifshe knew who had commItted
sta
th

tIonurander she had replied that it was a~._~e
e III , woman, ml!"r

àdded that Gallagher was a verystroDg uld have
ing that he didn't believe Kennedy alone co

IllUrdered Gallagher. h livecf a 244 William
James Harper, a carter 'IV 0
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when 1 interviewed her."
Cross-examined by Devlin Doct M

d h h d ni ,or ount conced-
e e a 0 y spoken to Kennedy tw\' d th

fth · . ce an at one
o e IDte~ews had been conducted throu h the bars
of her cell ID the women's gaol The th g th

d b
. 0 er was on e

Satur ay efore she was put on trial H h d h'd b . e a not, e
saI, een expected to be called as a wim

"The fi~t time 1saw her, 1asked her if:~was weil,
and she sa~d s~e was. She said she wasn't worried
about the sltuanon she was in because l't, was a man,
not her, that had cornmitted the murder " Mo t _
. d "Sh ' un con

noue . e said she slept weil, and never had a
headache."

O? the two ?ccasi?ns Mount spoke with Kennedy,
he sald she demed belDg the kiIler.

"It is not me. It is a man what come to the bouse",
Mount quoted her directly. DevIin objected to direct
conversation being entered as evidence.

"Technically the Crown is correct," Judge Monk
observed as he over-ruled the objection, "Direct con
versation is not aIIowed, but under the circwnstances
1will allow it."

Judge Monk then asked Mount ta confine bis re
marks to the mental state of the patient.

"IT she behaved the same way on the day of the
crime as she behaved when 1interviewed her, 1wouid
have grave doubts as ta her responsibiIity for the act,"
he concluded.

To build the case for insanity, McMaster called
Kennedy's former landlord, John Mo.nahan, ta the
stand. Monahan had rented one ofbis houses 10 Ken
nedy andher husband shortlyafter theywere married.

"Wés she ofunsound mind at the tilDe?"McMaster
waJ;lted 10 bow.
Dovlùt~ objected 10 the questl9Dô' llJlÎ11~

agreAd. it was "tao long ago f.i;ir.j !Xi

cian to the Copper Mine Company in Acton Vale
before moving to Montreal in 1869, where he became
attending physician to the Convent of the Holy Name
of Jesus and to the Monastery of St. Joseph of the
Good Shepherd. He was by no means an expert, but
he testified that from what he could surmise, Kennedy
was "rather strange. Her ramblings are natural, not at
aIl forced," he said. "She looked sad, dulI and indiffer
ent to her circuIDstances. From her answers 1 came to
the conclusion that she is unable to distinguish right
from wrong."

In Mount's opinion, Kennedy was "Iabouring
under melanchoIia, or what they calI Iipomania,
brougbt on by domestic difficulties and aggravated by
drink."

"A person is not only in this state while they are
drunk," he stated, "but could be felt for several days
after having been in Iiquor."
. "Now, Doctor Mount," said DevIin, "as a profes

slona\ gentleman of high stani:ling will you undertake
to ~ear th~t the. prisoner is crazy?" asked DevIin.

1 have Jus~ gIven my opinion. 1 have aIready told
the court 1beheve the woman is not in her right mind
that she is suffering froID melancholy; Sh d'. diffi . e answerevery ID erently."

"Wouid not the fact th h h b
this h 'bl . b at s e as een accused of

am e cnme e suffi . ale
"As 1said b ~ . Clent to m e her morose?"

eIOre, this might have h d fti
on her state of rnind B th a sorne e ect
and her chanete

. ut e woman had a character
. rwasnot d'
she is clearly disposed ta th~ e ID one day. 1 beIieve

"Th melancholy charaete "en the fact of this niaI '. r.
sufficient ta make her melanch1Sln~t ID your opinion,

, o~
t may aceount for SOrne of it."

Judge Monk interjeeted· "But
what she was about?" . you agree she knew

"WeIl she seemed ta know wha &he
t VIas saying
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the deceased came to her house. There is nothing to
indicate that the accused went about with any fixed
desi~ or pre~editation: The element of design is
wanong, and W1thOUt deSign, 1submit it is manslaugh
ter, not murder."

"Not one wimess has swom that Susan Kennedy
has committed this crime. You can only presume in
ferences. Ir has not even been proven that the gouges
in the floor were exactly of the size of the blade of the
ax with which the murder was said to have been com
mined. The most incriminating evidence that was
presented was that the prisoner said she was looking
for revenge and that she had got it. 1asked Mrs. Troy
[sic] if those were the exact words, and she said yes
they were. 'She was looking for revenge, and she got
it,' which is not the same as '1 was looking for revenge
and 1got it.' The prisoner had been heard to be talk
ing about revenge for two days before the kiIling, and
may have been referring to the kiIling of one Susan
Carey on Bleury Street. The talk about r~~g~ was
quite common. What had she done to ~cnmm.ate

herself? She didn't leave her house, notw1thstanding
that a murder had been committed in it. She didn't
flee. What motive could she have h~d?" ."

The police, he suggested, were over anDons to

see the murder solved. th h
"Woe woe, unutterable woe, follo~ ose wdra0

, "Mc:Masten VOlee soared -
spill the human strca~ . he ciled with

'calI "How can this expres5lon reconman y. "
K dy quiedy going ta bed?

enne .. William Blackstone, the &mous
Then, quo:,g~ jurist, McMaster reminded the

~8th":::Ia';holds that it is better that r::n guiIty
Jury m.athat one mnocentsuffer.
pe';:th:a:lored a ce1ehrated œ.~m.
which an iJ:uwçeDt œan had bee.n ~0«l:4Ol
for the murdlU" ofanothcw œan

James FJanagan, who owned a small neighbour_
hood groce!"}' at the corner of Colborne (today Peel),
and Ottawa streets added to the avenue of inquiry say
ing he always thought Kennedy was "a little silly,"
when she came inta his store, but couldn't be specific.
"It 'l'as just her genera] appearance," he said.

Even if they had wanted to, McMaster and Green
shields could not calI Kennedy to the stand to testify.
Before 1893, an accused could not be called as a wit
ness in his or her own defense.

The proceedings adjourned at noon. Because the
defense had caIJed wimesses, McMaster would be the
lirst to make his pIea to jury; the prosecution would
have the last word. McMaster staned by pointing out
that he had conducted the defense "under the greatest
disadvanrage, because the unfonunate woman accused
of murder was not able to give bim any useful infor
mation." The jurors, he said, had the option of bring
ing in one of three verdicts: guilty, guilty of man
slaughter, or not guilty.

. "AI: you know, initially three people were charged
ln this cnme, but the bill against her husband was
thrown out. In arriving at your verdict, you will have
to decide whether Susan Kennedy alone commined
the murder - or someone else."

McMaster argued that ail of the -':d . t
K· ~ .. ence agams
~nnedy was clrcurnstantial and that "circumstantial

eVldence should be considered WI.th ."
Is . grcat caunon.

It reasonable, he asked to beli th Ke d1 . 'eve at nne ya one COlIU1Utted the crime 'th FI .
" . WI anagan m theroom, qwet, unobserving, and unPanici atin )"

He d~fined murder as the resu1t of ~~. with
fixed. design, purpose and premedi . " g
the Juron whether they really be~:::; r:d asked
Kennedy "went about with any fixed d' t Susan

"Ifyou look at the eridence, the . eslgn?~
looking for the deceasecl, she did pnso

l
Der did Dotgo

Dot cave her house,
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found floating in the Don River. "Ten years after with
the convict tried and the condemned man rottfug .
his grave, a dying woman made a death-bed confes~
sion in whi.ch she said several prostimtes were guilty_
they had killed the man and dumped his body in the
Don, then successfully conspired to frame an innocent
man."

"The defense does not rely on the plea of insanity
aJone;' he argued, "but on the double position that
there is no evidence that Kennedy and Kennedyalone
struck the bJow, and if she did strike it, she was not in
possession of her faculties."

?\1cMaster had spoken for about one hour.
Devlin then rose to deliver the Crown's final re

marks. He thanked McMaster and Greenshields for
~ving Kennedy the best defense they could under the
c,:cums~ces,then mrning to the jurors, he said not
Wlthstan~mgtheir efforts, the defense team had failed
ta make Its case.

"1 wish you could rise from your deliberations and
say ~at thlS woman, Susan Kennedy, had nothing to
~o Wlth the murder of Mary Gallagher," Devlin said.
dButb Y°thu cannot. 1 do not have the shadow of the

ou t at she did, without cnvm' th Le

d d · O' g e wuormnate
ecease tlme to confess her s' ,

mercy on my soul!' 1 ma b IDS, to say Gad have
wrong, but it is either m ~ e wrong, you may be
tion was undoubtedl ur er or nothing. Her inten
that it is hard ta con:e~ cuft th~ body to pieces, and

D . Iveo actune h' "evlm reviewed the .d more emons.
court could lead the jur: ~~e,.and said nothing in
is of unsound mind "H elieve that the accused
unsound mind, th~ Ca~~~a~Pt the accused is of
United States where the . will .saon outstrip the
&vourite defense." IDSlIJl1ty dodge is the

"The prisoner bas no righ
court," he concluded. "AlI . t ta IDercy froID this

aJury cao say is 'May Gad

have mercy upon her soul 'because und th ., ,er e clr-
cumstances, only Almighty God is in a osition to
show her mercy." p

AlI that remained was for Judge Monk t .
th

. 0 mstruct
e Jury.
In his remarks, Judge Monk said the jurors would

have to consider, "Was Mary Gallager murdered si .
kill d~" , amor e.

Telling them to ignore anything they might have
read in the press, he cautioned the jury to arrive at a
verdict "without any prejudice and without any rela
tion to what you might have read."

You have heard the evidence of a doctor, of a
policeman, and of other reliable witnesses who
testified under oath that on the 27th of June
there was found in a room in a house on William
Street a woman killed in a murderous manner,
her head and her right atm [sic] cut off. This
woman did not meet her death as the result of
any accident, but at the hands of someone who
was there.

In the absence of any explanation of the fact
that someone was s!ain, and not only s!ain, but
butchered, it devolves upon a court of justice ta
ascertain who the author of this frightful crime
maybe.

It aIso has to decide what constitutes mmder.
You have been told by the counsel fur the

defense that it was not mmder and that you
might bring in a verdict of mansIaughter. You
might also find that when she committed the

. she was not in an unsound state of.miod.cn:urder isputting to death with ~c:eafoœ
thougbt. ':t'Ml; is the generald~~~
lelJ':lllld Q9_ laid~~~ Jh
sellce9f.~ce;~e~you.
prisoDor entertlÙll.~ W
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wards the deceased. 1 would suggest that if.
\\~thout cause, or what is called by nùsadven~
ture, you not only slay but butcher a fellow crea
ture, the law presumes malice. When there is no
excuse, the law presumes malice, and you cannot
overlook that facto It is a question of law.
Re\~e\\mg the e~dence, J udge Monk reminded the

jury that the presence of Flanagan in the house at the
rime of the murder was based on the prisoners testi
mony alone. Ir was Flanagan's word against hers, and
Flanagan was not on trial. A trial judge in Canada has
great latitude in analyzing the e~dence, but Judge
.\Ionk seems to have tipped the scales against Ken
nedy when he concluded rus remarks with a persona!
opinion and aIl but proclaimed her guilty. 'lIt has been
pretended that this woman is insane, but she is noth
ing of the kind," he stated, "AlI of the evidence in this
crime shows a concurrent conclusion."
. The jury retired at 4:40. A quick verdict was antic
.pated, and it did come quickJy. It took little more than
an hour for the jurors to file back iuto the courrroQm.
None of them looked at the prisoner in the dock. AIl
rose as Judge Monk returned to rus seat. The c1erk
addressed the court:

guiI"~ntlemen, how say you? Do you find the prison-
er ty or not guilty?"

"Guilty with a recomm d .
th c en atIon for mercy;" saide loreman. ,

Kennedy blushed as h h
rail of th· s e reac ed OUt to touch the
as the co::;;::s~::~':face re~ained placid

"A tremor ran througb th a burstIng sound.
one accord the sea of faces :;:nse crowd and as with
woman in the dock," Tb U "Il/ded upon the wretched
no reply, but almostim~~~ reported. "She made
exhibiting for a rime the same ~~.ed :and sat down
want or realization ofher position." U1dift"erence and
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Chapter Eight

Michael Ffanagan _
The Great Unhanged

The following day, Friday Oetober 3, Michael
Flanagan weut on trial for murder. Tall and muscuJar
with a long wolfish face, the accused looked "more
haggard than when he appeared before the coroner,"
observed The Star, "The prisoner's confinement does
not seem to agree with him." As the charge against
Flanagan was read, his eyes daned around the court
room, "scanning the faces of those who were to testi
fy against him." The Gazette described him as "calm
and collected, he exhibited no syrnptoms of nervous
ness."

Judge Monk was again on the bench, but instead of
McMaster and Greensruelds acting for the defense,
Flanagan was represented by the highly respeeted out
going president of the St. Patrick's Society that year,
Peter Joseph Coyle. Coyle was fony-two. ~e ha.d
been born in Ireland, but came to Canada Wlth his
parents from COUDty Cavan wh~ he was~ a c:Jilld.
Educated by Jesuits at Regiopolis College ID ~gs

ton Ontario Cayle studied French at St. Hyacmthe,
bef~re being'admitted ta the Que~ bar in 1870. It
took less than an hour ta set the JUIY, and on~ that
was done, Devlin opened for the Crown by telling the
. that in arder ta acquit Flanagan it would have ta
Jur:y tha Mary Gallaghet was "knocked down and
~:~ ~ ex within ten Ieet of him, and that he

he:b~~ed the Crown\ position.D~ said
met the murdeted woman on a wharfm QId= lIDd they retired "ta some~10w"~1

wJ!.erO t,b.ey spent the night in dissiPl 'op..,".Vr.~"



"We will show that Michael Flanagan is responsi_
ble, because if he had not spent the night in debauch_
ery ,,~th Mary Gallagher, Mary Gallagher wou/d still
be alive today." Recapping the sequence of events,
Devlin maintained that after Flanagan arrived at
Kennedy's house, he drank whisky and "feeling heavy
went to sleep, leaving the two women alone in the
kitchen."

"He heard no quarelling, no sound. Sometimes
afterwards, he woke feeling very thirsty and asked
:'lIts. ;\lears ta go out for sorne beer. This was after the
murder. Did he not notice blood on the woman?
There was blood upon her c1othes, upon the wall, on
the floor, and upon her bed. He didn't see the blood,
but he did see the dead woman lying on the Boor, and
that's ail he saw!" Devlin was incredu/ous. "There was
this woman lying there without any c10thing and with
her head taken off, yet he says he did not know she was
murdered!"

Devlin went on ta say that Flanagan Bed the house,
planning "ta return after dark and help Kennedy get
rid of the body."

He reminded the jurors that now that Kennedy had
been convicted of the murder, "ta shield this man
ftom the crime is impossible."

Many of the same witnesses who had testified at
K~nnedy's trial again took the stand, but this time the
eVldence was often e .

. th ven more contradletory. In pre-sentlng e floor plan f th .
Gl clan 0 e crune scene George

a eyer told the court that' th ' th
stove was nnan' ed' fr glVen e way e..-o. on III ont of th d 1 clin
into the kitchen, it could havebl~ oorway ~ . g
of the body as he left the bull . d Flanagans Vlew
have seen someone lying thding, or that "he might
without realizing the persoon e floor behind the stove

nwasdead ..The Crowo's case wasn't hel .
told the court she couldn't id ~fywhen Helen Troy

enti Flanagan as the

man who had arrived with Mary Gallagher, and didn't
hear or see him or anyone else leave the upstairs fiat.

The court broke for lunch and, after the recess,
Detective Andrew Cullen took the stand. In his testi
mony, Cu/len said that unless Flanagan walked out of
the building with his eyes c1osed, "it was impossible
for him not ta see Gallagher's body on the floor.
There was something very striking about its appear
ance," he said with delicious irony, "and the light in
the room that aftemoon was very c1ear." The flow of
witnesses was steady, rapid and sometimes confusing.

Inexplicably, Devlin called Kennedy's husband,
Jacob Mears, ta testify. Mears proved ta he the least
credible persan on the stand. He said he had never
seen Flanagan before he showed up at his house with
Mary Gallagher. Gallagher, he said, had come ta his
house several times, and, each rime, he told her ta
leave and not ta corne baek. "1 never wanted her
around," he said. When she arrived wi~ Flanagan on
the moming of Friday the 27th, he saJd he Ieft the
house ta buy crackers and beer for bre~t. It was
ooly after he carne baek for dinner that he discovere.d
a corpse on the Boor. Mears said wh~n h~ scolded his
wife that a murder shou/d take place ID his ~ouse, she
abruptly toId him ta shut up, and he agam left the

house. . for the defense
Peter Coyle called four Wl.tn~ \ brother.·

AlI of them said the same thing. .. ~ '
tified that "drunk or sober, bis brother was

James,~ who often slept fifteen hOUIS at a
a heavy ~per, Keams, a sreveclore who worked on
stretch. Michael 'd 1O'Iftftft_ft would have
th docks with Flanagan SaI "'-- •

e 'onally ezhausted on the mommg of
been exceptl . befùre the
th 27th because ther spent the evemng:ro 1 ding salt aboard the A/tIIII .MoImf. JOhn
ID er ~ had once roomed with~$ai
:dr::~ a bed with Jûm>;ancLdii.tb
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• • •
The next morning, a Sanrrday, in keeping with the

judicial custom at the rime, Judge Monk donned a
lugubrious black hat and a pair of black gloves before
he pronounced bis sentence. Kennedy was ~rought

into the courtroom, "looking paler than during her
trial." Judge Monk asked her whether she had any-

thing ta say. .. sh 'd ftly.b was not in the house, e sai 50 •

"FI"Jaco -;d 'MyGod thewomanllheadiseuto1E'
anagan - , '. H did kill h

Flanagan is not gniIty. e not et.
1 am sure 1 . wha kill~.1

si .nin.., It was the man she et m t !CU
He was eer-o. did kill h...,h MIs- 'fioy [sic] sawhinJ go out. 1 not ~1:SasIeq.1am not guilty. Thatll the~..

Sb~tQJgereèI thebrooch shewas
e4! thojucJse. "The breast-pm
h~~Amannamed

believe him to be lunatic or totally irresponsible. The
evidence is entirely at your discretion. If you don't
think he's a credible witness, you need not believe
h" "lm.

The jurors whispered among themselves, and
Judge Monk asked them whether they wished to retire
to consider the evidence.

"Considering what you have just said, we agree.
The defendant, Michael Flanagan is not guilty."

With that, Flanagan's lawyer suggested that, "if
there was nothing further," his client should be
released.

"Surely you must know there is something further,
Mr. Coyle," Judge Monk replied. "There is another
indietrnent. He has been found innocent of murder,
but he is still charged with being an accessory."

"1 move that sentence be passed tomorrow on
Susan Kennedy, and Ishall then praceed with the trial
ofMichael Flanagan on the other charge against him,"
dedared Devlin.

heavy sound sleeper, not easily roused." Flanagan's
mother, Jane Tierny, also confirrned that her son Was
"very hard to wake." She also said that the day after
the murder she washed her son '5 dothing, and that
there were no bloodstains on any of it.

With that, ail of the evidence was in, and even
though it was now late in the day, after six o'dock,
Judge ;\lonk began his charge to the jury.

"It is important for you to remember that this was
a conllict between one woman and another much
older woman," he said. "The accused was in bed with
the murderess reeking of blood. There is no evidence
that the prisoner was either drunk or asleep. We only
have his ward for it. If he knew that a murder had
been committed, he would had to have been born a
fiend, deprived of ail human feeling, to then have gone
to bed with the killer. The defense has endeavoured to
prave that no blood was found on the prisoner's
cl?thes. That in itself is astounding - if he was in bed
Wlth the murderess inunediately after the murder _
she reeking of blood, yet no blood was found on his
clothing. Ir is ail very strange, and if you have doubts,
as 1do, you must give the prisoner the benefit of the
doubt."

The jury retired, and that evening retumed to the
cou;rroom jUSt before 10 pm to ask whether it was
at hbeny to reject the evidence of Jacob Mears al
together.

"It would be very seri .
b if d ous ta reJect aIl the evidence,ut you on't believ d'
Monk tald them. e a Wor of It, you may," Judge

"We don't thiJik Jacob Mears lm
...11..:__ about," one of th . ows what he was
~ e Jurors said

"We don't thiJik he's ofSOund .' " .
Judge Monk was prepared ~, S31d another.

reservations, prepared ta assistoI.~disc:uss the jury's
ta accept what Mean said ~~ut said theyhad

, -.- of course you
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h "in the citv somew ere.
The c~urtroom fell silent.
Judge Monk, ramrod straight in his chair, began to

speak.
"You have been found guilt}"" he stared at the pris

oner. "1 do not wish tG offer any unnecessary observa
tions to add to the sorrow and anguish which you must
feel in l'our present awful position. But sorne things
must n~t be forgotten. You and only you butchered
and mutilated l'our friend, on the very spot where you

•

had been carousing with her wretched pararnour up to
the moment of the murder."

It was not the tirst timeJudge Monk had sentenced
someone to die.

"Your cry of exaultation at tinding the vengeance
you had 50 long sought points to you as the chiefactor
in that fateful, bloody tragedy. The jury has recorn
mended you to mercy. You had none. Your rash and
murderous hand was prompt and sudden in the work
of death."

"l'm not guilty," Kennedy interrupted, raising her
right hand in defiance, "Not guilty."

"You have no appeal now except to the Throne of
Infinite Mercy," Judge Monk continued. "Seek and
seek early the only means of consolation which you
can now find on earth. You will have rime for repen
ta~ce and contrition, and let us hope for reconciliation
WIth an offended God. You gave no time to your fel
low creature, one ofyour own sex, whom you so foul-
ly murdered, but 1 will give you rime to fi
your own death. Make . prepare or
the sentence f this goodfOuruse of It. ~t IS therefore

o court 0 SOVerelgn L d Th
Quetn, that you, Susannah Kennedy shall ~ y~
henceforth from this place to the commo .e.
there remain in custody until Frid th n )ail, and
December when you will be talœn Z; ~fi~ day of
mon jail and condueted to your place m

f
e S3ld corn·

o execution, and

• • •

•
_ ... ...-4Atl cJ'...
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That was not the end of it. Flanagan was back in
court the following Monday, charged with being an
accessory. Although the cast was the same, the script
was much altered. Even Devlin had second thoughts
about proceeding with the case given that "important
links in the chain of evidence were missing."

Addressing Judge Monk, Devlin said he would
defer to the discretion of the court on whether the
indictrnent should be quashed.

"The court has no discretion, Mt. Devlin," Judge
Monk replied, "It is for you to tell us what you pro
pose."

there you shall be hangcd by the neck until you are
dead. May God have mercy on your soul."

Her mouth twitched and her face had a vacant
stare.

" ot guilty, 1am not guilty, 1am üT gui1ty," she
repeated, then as she was led away she turned toJudge
Monk, and said with a shrug, "1 don't care."
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extraordinary, 1agree," Judge Monk said, "But consid
ering the evidence, 1 must instruct the jury to acquit
the prisoner."

Before the jury could retire, Coyle rose and made
an application to discharge the prisoner, wruch Judge
Monk immediately granted.

Flanagan walked out of the courtroom a free man.
Had Flanagan been convicted of murder, he would

alrnost certainly have been sentenced to go to the
galIows the same day as Susan Kennedy. With that,
justice would appear to have been done and the mem
ory of the murder of Mary GalIagher wou/d have
faded from public conciousness, vaguely remembered
as time went on as one of the few realIy sordid crimes
in Montreal's history. But rus unexpected acquittai on
both charges deprived the case of a sense of closure.
Rurnours took hold that at least three of the jurors had
been close friends of Flanagan, and that explained the
jury's quick verdict. Flanagan freely ,talked about the
murder never admitting a shred of mvolvement and
never &splaying any sense ofgui/t. Doubts lingered in
the public mind, the murder remained an unsolved
mystery, tantalizing the public memory where un-
solved mysteries fester. . .

The crime and the verdict shocked and ntillated,
but other srrange cirrnmstances yet ta come wou/d
commit it ta folklore.

"1 propose ta leave it in the hands of the court,n

Del'lin said.
"1 agree the case is weak, but th,e point for you to

consider, is do you have enough eVldence to proceed.
If you think the evidenc~ is insufficient to conviet,
then say so." Then turnmg to the defense, ]udge
"Ionk a;ked, "l\Ir. Coyle, what do you propose?"

Covle agreed ,vith Devlin. "It is not often we agree,
and le~ me say in this matter, it gives me ail the more
pleasure ta see that we share the same opinion."

There was laughter in the courtroom, and Devlin,
perhaps not wanting to be ridiculed, or accused of not
doing rus best, decided to push on \vith the case.

"We are not exactly of the same opinion, Mr.
Coyle," he said dryly, "1 have a moral obligation to
seek a conviction. Let us proceed.n

A new jury was chosen, and another trial began.
The coroner, Joseph Jones; Dr. Guérin; constables
McKinnon and Cullen again ail took the stand, and
repeated the same evidence they had at the previous
trials. Rather than continue calling the same wimess
es, Judge Monk had the court clerk, Schiller Brébant,
read the .no~es of evidence taken during Susan Ken
nedy's trial InStead. Realizing there was nothing fur
ther he could add, Devlin said the prisoner had indeed
?een lucky to have been acquitted on a charge ofcap
Ital mw:der, but that he had nothing new to add, no
othe~ W1mess~ ta calI, and could not ask the jury to
conVict the pnsoner on the evidence that had been
presented.

Judge Monk addressed the ;"", and SlIl'd
wha h '-n no mattert e personally thought had happened, th
DO direct proof linking F1anagan ta the . ere was
way had m.~.__ ttem ted· Cl1Dle. In no

·_.... a P manywaytahel S
Kennedy escape or had he tried ta conceaI th P usan
and it was plausible that he had slept threughmurt,
whole thing. "His conduet in tbis rn....._ o . . e

---.' 1S qWte
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black men.

Workman, "a good mother to her son and daugh
ter by her husband's previous marriage and a pious
member of her local church," clubbed her drunken
husband, James, to death with a piece of wood. She
readily confessed to the killing. A1though the jury at
Workman's trial had recommended merey, Macdonald
saw no reason to commute the death sentence and she
was hanged on May 19, 1873. Ir proved to be ~n
unpopular decision. Workman's execution wa~ p~bhc,
and because many people felt she had some JustIfica
tion for her crime, public opinion was oucraged.

The cabinet had considerable leeway in dealing
with Kennedy's case. Under Canadian law at ~e rime,
someone whose mental condition was questIonable
could be held responsible for murder, but the law
Il d the cabinet to commute the sentence on theaowe . di'
ounds that a suspeeted lunatic was m no con tIon

gr k th· peace with God and therefore shouldtomae etr , 1 b
b d A- Chauveauliletter made c ear, pu -not e execute . "" th'd f

1· .. that normally recoiled at e 1 ea 0 put
IC opmlOn d th would be inflamed even more

ring a woman to ea , b' k
if a femaIe lunatic was executed. The ca met too

advantage of the 10;plol~vyCouncil met with the
On November rh ;uke of Argyll and Marquis of

govemor-~~~ and, without discnssion, ap
Lome, at Rid aIdli recommendation that the sen
proved Maedonted L me "thought fit to order, and
tence be comx: cd ~at the sentence of d~th .50
it is hereby 0 i 'edy, be commuted into unpns-
passed o~ s:nS:~~t de Paul Penitentiary, fur
onment m e

life " • that had beeDSt. Vmcent de Paulliwas
er

o~n:~ bank of the
ed . _ .... ear . fro.m.

open SIX J-: . about fifteen kilometres
RivièreS des Pra~it had no facilities furwomen, 50
downtownMon

charge had urged the establishment of a separate
jaiJ for women, states that she was a very eccen_
cric person and not ofsound mind. The reco~der

who had her under his wing says the same thing.
1 saw her again a few days ago..S.he cenainly
does not appear ta realize her poslno~ - on the
whole 1 take the liberty of recommendmg her to
merq' as the press have done and if y~u think !t
may be of an)' credibility, al00ugh This letter IS
marked pri\'ate, make use of It. .

The cabinet met on Monday November 2 to dis-
cuss the Kennedy case. Coincidentally, it was AlI
Soul's Dav when Roman Catholics pray for the dead. ,
and sing the Office of the Dead. The irony was not
lost on the superstitious who believed that on AlI
Soul's Day, the dearly departed could wander the earth
and appear to people who had wronged them during
their lifetime as will-o'-the-wisps, phantoms or witch
es.

Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald presided
over the deliberations. AlI twelve of his ministers were
present, including Justice Minister McDonald and
Quebec's three ministers: State Secretary Langevin,
Minister of Inland Revenue LouiS-François Baby and
Minister of the Milita LouiS-François Masson.

Only two women in Canada had been hanged since
Confederation - Phoebe Campbell, who was executed
in London, Ontario in 1872 for the murder of her
husband, ~d Elizabeth. ':Vorlanan, hanged in Sarnia
the followmg year for kilIing her abusive husband.

CampbeII had fallen for a young farm hand
:ho~ Coyle, and as she wrOte in her confession:
one thing after another passed on between us until he

began ta dmw my love ta him, and when 1Was in 50ch
passion, 1would do things 1was later $Orry for." In one
50ch fit of passion, she took an ax to her husband
George, and then tried to bIarne the murder on tw~

"A Strange Co-incidence"
91





94 The Ghost of Griffintown
"A Strange Co-incidence" 9S

for a crime, with the circurnsrances of which he was 50

intimately connected."

ANOTHER FATALITY,
A Strange co-incidence.

The name Michael Flanagan will be familiar
to a11 who read accounts of the Griffintown
rnurder and the particulars of the trial of the
three persons who were aceused of having com
rnitted that horrible deed. Flanagan, it will be
recollected, 'l'as one of those tried, but he was
acquitted. Susan Kennedy on the contrary was,
as is weil known, sentenced to death which was
afterwards commuted to the penitentary for life.
Had her sentence not been remitted she would
in ail probability have yesterday suffered the last
penalty of the law; and had the verdict of the
court been the reverse of an acquittai, in the case
of Flanagan, there is also eX)Ieme Iikelihood a
similar fate would have been his on the same
day. Flanagan, however, though he was to suffer
~ violent death, was not as the old saying has it,
born to be hanged." The unfortunate man was

yeste~day. drowned in Wellingron Basin whilst
w~rking m stowing barges for the winter. He
s~pped a~d fell into the water, his body quickl
dlsappearmg beneath the ice y
Th ho '"

ft e dy was pulled from the water at 3:15 in the
a ernoon, and, as The Hera/d reported "D d
evidently killed by th falI th ,ecease was
ku11 e as e flesh was eut and the

s fraetured where it came in .
barge. either the autho . . contact Wlth the
deceased deemed it desira~f~or~e relatives of the
held." F1anagan was buri~ th:=~should be
Fiv~ hundred people followed the~ a S~day.
malDS were conveyed from his motberl as his re
Ottawa Street to otre Dame des . s ~use on

eJges metery.

"A lar~e n~b.er ~ad congregated in the neighbour
hood ln anticIpation of a demonstration of sorne
kind," reported The Gazette.

To those in Griffintown who believed Flanagan
knew more about the killing than he let on, his death
was not accidentai, but providential.

Mary Gallagher, they c1ucked in agreement, had
returned from her grave to avenge her murder.

• • •
Susan Kennedy probably never learned of Flan

agan's accidentai death. She was confined to a base
ment cell, received no mail or visitors, and was put to
work as a seamstress. In the fiscal year 1878-79, she
helped turn out 1,817 pairs ofsocks; 1,431 flannel and
cotton shirts; 1,380 towels; 382 pairs of pants and 902
handkerchiefs.

The aims of employing women in these occupa
tions were twofold, on one hand was the obvious pro
duction value realized by the facility; on the other was
the hope that they would !earn th~ ~necessary" skills
to survive "honestly". and m a tradioonal way, on the
outside. Most of the work earried out by the women
seems to have been sewing and knitting. In 1881, a
ward for the insane was built on the south-~est

grounds of the prison, and ~edy was ~oved mto
"a li htsome, thoroughly ventilated cen, n.en ~ a

. gmill which, with its noise and constant VlbraOOn,
gnst, .. .. . tly calculated tording to one cnoe, emmenwas, acco

h
. ..

intenSifr er II1ISC1Y- •
K edy worked on the scarlet tunlCS and grey

b .:nworn by the Orth West Mounted Police,
;d. :1885, and during the Riel Rebel1ion,. was put

rit ·_I.:ft" the uniforms for the ~dierswho
toWO so~

were seo.t Qut west. .
:K'.e/.Uledyreceived no~trichelp..~

iD pri$OIL There were no nursJJll~Al
e insane ward. or wtab.
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way \n 1965 obliterated part of the neighbourhood.
Then, in 1970, Griffintown 'l'as dealt a double blow:
the Lachine Canal closed for good and the heart and
sou! of the cornmunity, St. Ann's Church, 'l'as tom
down - even though it still had a vibrant congregation.

The final blow carne when, for reasons known only
to Montreal's Mayor Jean Drapeau, Griffintown 'l'as
rezoned as a light industrial district, which meant that
any residence that bumed or 'l'as demolished could
not be rebuilt. Auto-body shops proliferated 'l'hile the
number of Griffintown residents declined to a rnere
handful. With the construction of the Vùle Marie Ex
pressway in the 1970's, Griffintown's main streets,
Notre Dame and St. Jacques, were transformed into
little more than service roads..It 'l'as around this rime
that Gallagher 'l'as again resurrected, this rime as a
metaphor for the old Irish blue-collar neighbourhood
which 'l'as not only dying but, like Gallagher, eut in
two.

OccasionaIly, Mary Gallagher's story 'l'as m~n

tioned in books. Frank w: Anderson wrote a fanaftù
chapter about the case in CIl1llld~ W~en on the
Ga/Iows 1754-1954, which 'l'as pub~hed m Western
Canada. From its very /irst sentence, The three.stor?
house, at 242 Wùliam St," Anderson~ account 15 sen
oOOy fiawed, but is, however, the~ atternpt to mtrealake
th famili·ar to those outslde of Mon .estory fth
Anderson didn't realize the supernatural aspects ~ .e
tal and what he didn't know, hecon~. So m~

e,. K ..A..... "mental health detenorated rapld-
VersIon, ~nn~u, ~ Kin....."n- where "she died of
ly" after she was sent to ,,_.~

·al disease "a soc! . .. . ted by FatherThe Griffintown reumon msuga .
cEn • 1991 and held again in 1998 and m 2005,

M tee ID , • t ·'t of this kish work
colDmemorates the .Vlbran ,spIn maker Richard
ing-c1ass commumty, which :n- œd· th ~
Bumam says was "mercilessly 0 œra In &

the eJusive phantom. The police are inclined to he
incredulous. Not so the inhabitants of the place." The
story, under the headline, "Griffintown Claims Gho5t
of i\!urdered 'Voman Ras Returned to Look for
Head," said "seven years after the crime, and every
seven years since, the headless ghost is said to have•

returned to the spot of the murder and with Iow and
awesome moans paced the streets at midnight suppos
edly searching for its head. This is one of the 'seventh'
years."

"Patrick Murphy, grocer, toid The Star Iast night of
the stories he had heard about the ghost. The grocery
store is sort of a meeting place for the neighbourhood
and ail the tales are brought to the proprietor. Mr.
Murphy explained that had the tales come from young
fellows he might not have believed them, but that
th~se who had seen the spectre were middie-aged and
rehable men. 'One of these,' he said, 'saw the ghost
last Monday,' and according to the grocer has been in
bed ever since." '

No one is quite sure why Gallagher is said to return
every seven years: it may have something to do with
~e fuct that Susan Kennedy's husband Jacob Mears
dled. on J~uary 27, 1893, 14 years aft~r the murder:
~eadmg nelghbours to recalI the story and that sight
mgs were reported seven years later in 1900

Sorne true believers, however, insist the ·phantom
appears at random.

the~ more sfankeptics and unbelievers tried to debunk
ry as a tasy, the more it gr Th ed

streets of Griffintown ·th th . ew. e cramp
W1 eIr run-d dila ·cled buildings, especially by the li t own, pl at-

were conducive to ghOst sigh . gh of a full moon,
ed an important pan ofMon::'~~gherremain
the First and Second World Wars~ lore between
completely forgotten, beeame ratÎ:Iert;:r &tory, ifnot
1950's. The construction of the Donav volous by the

enture Express-
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