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L Pavoisse de Dant-"Thomus

En a]lant d’Ottawa & Montréal par la ligne du Pacifique Cana-
dien qui longe Ja rive nord de I'Ottawa, on npen,mt quand on se trouve
entre Montebello et ‘Fassett, un clocher qui s'éleve de l'autre cdté de
la riviére, en terre ontaricnne, et ¢ui domine un joli petit village situé
sur une hauteur et caché dans lan verdure. Clest I'église de Saint-
Thowmas, qu'on appelle souvent Saint-Thomas 'Alfred. parce que la
paroisse est située dans le canton d'Alfred. Depuis longtemps, cepen-
dant, le village ainsi que le burcau de poste portent le nom de Lefaivre,
nom du premier maltre de poste de 'endroit,

Le canton d’Alfred occupe le centre du comté de Prescott, entre
le canton de Longucuil et celui de Plantagenet-Norvd, Sa frontiére nord
est la rive droite de POrtawa qui sarrondit & cet endroit en une
courbe presque parfaite depuis Ja Baie de I'Orignal jusquiau Lac
Georges. Les fronti¢res est ¢t ouest du canton partent de ces deux
points pour se rencontrer au sud pres du village de IFournier, donnant
au canton la {forine d'un secteur dont la pointe est tournce vers le sud.
La partie sud du secteur constitue ta pavorsse de Saint-Vicior, fondéc en
1871, tandis que la partie nord est la paroisse de Saint-Thomas, Tondce
en 1879, Ille comprend les trois premiéres concessions «Ju canton,
depuis la riviére jusqu'au chemin de la quatri¢me concession, a l'ex-
ception des lots 27 a 37 de la troisieme concession qui appartiennent
& Saint-Victor, La paroisse a la forme d'un segment e cercle. [
village de Lefaivre, est situé sur le bord de la rivicre, au centre de
l'arc de ce segment, & six milles environ de chaque extrémite.  La
paroisse a environ douze milles de longueur au nord et quatre milles
environ dans sa plus grande largeur,

La paroisse compte 200 ifamilles, dont 38 habitent le village de
Lefaivre et 142 sont .des familles de cultivateurs. La population, en
1029, est de 1061, dont 849 communiants ct 212 non-communiants,
Durant année scolaire qui vient de s'¢couler il v avait environ 200
enfants dans les six écoles séparées de p.um‘-k(. et dopen pres 73
au Bcns:onnau'cs Filles de la Sagesse. 0 0 o0 -

Le territoire ‘de la paroisse est entiercment occupe. 1 o'y u, ponr
ainsi dire, aucune perte de terrain et ce terrmn est des plus |nn):|Le:, Al
e calture du foin et des céréates et & Pindustrie Toticre.

-~ Les commuications sant Tactlex,  Une bonne paroe du eommeree
se fait par cau durant Fere. Lo gouvernement Féderal ooun magni-
fique quai & Lefaivre, e villuge de Lefaivre est relie au Chemin pro-
vincial par une route pavee ot te Canadien Natonail vraverse Ja pa-
rotsse du sud-est an novd.ovest <Tarrétant & Ly stition  d"AMred-
Centre, 4 trois milles environ «Je 'dglise,
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l.a population est tout & fait homogene.  Elle st enticrenie
canadicnne-frangaise.  Au début i1 v avait un bon nombre de families
catholiques de langue anglaise. [lles sont toutes partics, surion
pour I'Ouest. -

Les progrcq de la paror:sc ont cté rapule» T IiNe n'a, en clfet, gue
cinquante ans d'existence. Llle féte cette année-méme le Unr,unntu L
anniversaire <le sa fondation, On a décidé de céléhrer avee delat oo
cinquantenaire et les organisateurs des fétes ont cru hor dofirie anx
paroissiens, 4 cette occasion, cec modeste album-souvenir, qui n'est
pas un historique complet de la paroisse, mais unc simple eollection
de faits, de documents et de portraits qui ne mangueront pas diintér't
pour tous ceux qui ont vécu a l'ombre du clocher de Saiot-Thomie.

TR : BXGF d
Leg debuts K e

L ¢ctablisscment de I..ehn\gﬂ__da.tc_dr;_h_g quane_ ierre feduivie,

de St-Benoil, arriva avee sa tamille. Son fils Herenle (1000 eVt i
plus tard maire du cantou pendant de nombreuses anncies ot nait e
de poste pendant 27 ans, n'avait alors que neuf ans,  (mclques anndes
plus tard, en 1855, Hilaire Cholette, de Rigaud, vint s'é¢ahiie avee -n
famille & 'endroit ol est maintenant situé le village. et & petit wos
les Tots du Bord-de-1'IZau furent concédés et on se liven dhard 5y e
ploitation du bols puis an défrichement.  kn 1867, unnde e o Con-
fédération, il v avait déja 60 colons catholiques.  Vaicl i liste com-
pléte de ces pionniers, dont les familles coustituent cnuore anjous -
d'kui une honne partie de la parotsse.

Colons Catholigues e Lefaivee en 1807
Dans Ja premiére concession, Camille Lacelle, 22

sur le Bord de V'Eau, Jean-Baptiste Trowier, 23
de Pest & Vouest Antoine Chéner, 23
Jérémie Taillefer, 23

Hilure Ialonde, lot 4 Hyacinthe Daaust, 24
Timothy Flyin, 9 kélix Daoust, 24 -
Charles Flyin, 9 et 10. Alfred Brischois, 24 ¢y 25
Pierre Beaudry, 10 et 11 Joseph Poliqun, 27
Taseph Clément, 12 o Charles Major, 27
Hyvacinthe Icrou\ 2 N Plamondon, 28
Hilaire Leronx, 9 ' Alexander WNenneds, 249
William Pouhin, 17 John Hillian, 29
Thomas Poulin, 17 Charles Hillman, 32
Timothée Poulin, 17. Joseph Chartrand, 3o
Athanise Poulin, 17 Thomas Donnega: - 31
samuel Gauthier, 19 Raoderiek Wenned: o 32
Damién Cholette, 20 _ Napoléon Laovivicre, 34

Toseph Lajore, 20

1lilaire Cholette, 20 Dans ln Ze concession,

Michel Racicot, 21 de I'est a l'ouest.
Hereule Tefaivre, 21 Gedéaon eeloir, 112
Jean-Baptiste Lefaivre, 21 éon Mantrewl, 2 e d
(ésaire Délanger, 22 Joseph Paguerte, 3
Tonssaint l:caulnc. 22 Tonssmint Tlonesci, 6



Cltienne Huneault, 6 Jeean-Baptiste Ilorent, 34
Antoine Landriault, 7 Emery Florent, 34
Joseph Landriault, 7

Navier Landriault, 7 Dans la 3e concession

l.éon Landriault, 7 de 'est & l'ouest
Magloire Charron, 8 l.ouis Leclair, 3

Patrick Cragan, 23 André Martineau, 19
Charles Donnegan, 28 Joseph Martineau, 19
Thomas Cragan, 29 Paul Labelle, 21
Hyacinthe Florent, 34 Cyrille Pépin, 26
Benjamin Florent, 34 Solyme Pépin, 26

a fordation e L pavoisse

Au début les catholiques de Lefaivre allaient & la messe 4 Mante-
Bello. C’est la qu'un hon nombre e vicux paroissicns ont ¢0¢ paplisés,
Voila pourquoi nous avons réservé unc place dans notre album i 'ahbé
Médard Bourassa qui était curé de Montebello 4 cette ¢pague et que
les habitants de Lefaivre considéraient comme leur curé.

En 1876, ils demandérent a Mgr Joseph-Thomas Duhamel de hiatwr
une église et d’étre ériges en mission. Monseigncur <e rendit o Jeur
demande.  Pendant dix-huit mois, de 1877 a 1879, i curd e Saint-
Victor, M. Louis-Amable Lavoie, se rendit réguli¢rement i fefaivee
ct célébra les saints offices dans la maison d’école qui servit de cha-
pelle temporaire, '

Cependant, en septembre 1877, M. Jouvent. vicaire-géncral, sc
transporta & Lefaivre pour marquer la place de la future éghise. Un
citoyen généreux, M. Hilaire Cholctte, avait offert huit acres de terre
sur le 20e lot de la premiére: concession, tout prés de fa riviére. et A
trois milles environ de Montebello, Cet emplacement fut acceptd.

On ¢lut alors des syndics afin quiils prissent sur cux la respon-
sabilité des travaux. Ce furent MM. Hercule Lefaivre, Damicen Cho-
lette, Hilaire Lalonde, LLaurent Rose ct lsidore T.auzon. Sous lenr
conduite les travaux-commencérent avee un grand centhousiasme. Cha-
que habitant fit preuve de bonne volonté. Bientdt une @rande quan-
tité de pierre fut apportée. La sacristie, 40 pieds sur 30, fut hatic: le
rond-point de 'église fut & moitié éleve.

>

Au mois d'avril 1879 on fit des démarches pour avoir un éire
résident. Dans un document signé par MM, Hercule T.efaivre, Damien
Cholette et Auguste Montpetit, les paroissiens engigeaient & donney
$500 par année & leur curé. Mgr Duhamel acquies¢n a cette demuande et
nomma comme premicr curé, M. Rémi Prud’homme qui 'empressa de
se rendre dans sa nouvelle paroisse au mois de mai 1879,

Le premier baptéme enregistré dans les archives de In paroisse em
icu le 25 mai 1879, Clest celui d'Elzéar Drosscau, fils de Léndre
Brosseau, cultivateur, et 'Exilda Couturicr. La premiére sépuliure,
qui cut lieu le 8 juin, est celle d'un enfant de huit jours, Maric. \man-
da Monette, fille de Dosithée Monette. Le premier mariage ot dat¢
du 6 juillet. Clest celui de Joseph Racicot de la paraoisse de Monte-
bello ¢t de Rose-Emnma Clavelle, fille de Joseph Clavelle et ' Aline
Brazeau de la paroisse de Saint-Thomas,
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M. le cur¢ Prud’homme
prendre les travaux et donna tant de courage a ses

siinstalla dans  la sacristie. Nl

e

rens que le S e

cemhre de la méme année, en la fete de lImnncuIcc Conception, il

put chanter la prcm:crc messe dans 'église.

Lc ._2 février 1880, Muyr

Duhamel vint faire la bhénédiction solennelle du houvean temple, ac-

compagné d'un nombreux clerge.

La magnifique petite église de Saint-

‘Thomas n'avait cotité que q?,b_S grice au dévouement c]vs [FLrOINSICn

qui avaient fait, par corvées,

une grande partie de Uouvrage.

la liste compléte des premiers paroissiens de Saint-Thomas,
Fesprit de foi la piété et la générosité mdéritent «'¢tre rappelés poar

servir de modéle a leurs descendants.,

N o
dimst

{eg i%amtﬁﬁtens be Saint-Thomas - 1879

Dans la lere concession

sur le Bord-de-'Eau

Alphunse Clement, 4
Frangois-Xavier Tranche-
wontagne, +
Hhilare Lalonde, 4
Antome Lavigne, 5
Calixte Ladouceur, 5
William Sauvé, 7
Jules Létourneau, 7
Théophile llelort, 8
Francois Martin, 8
IFrancois Chavadier, 8
l.ouis Miron, 9
Picrre Sabourin, 9
Augustin Lalonde, 9
Jean-Baptiste Y¥rappier, 10
NXavier Larocque, 10
Napoléon Clément, 10 ..
Picrre Cléroux, 11
Joseph Gégoux, 11,
Jouseph Carriére, 12
Célestin Martin, k3
lierre Daigneanlt, 13
FFouvery Llarche, 13
Felix Taniel, 13
Benjamin Meénard, 14
Antoine Gauthier, 14
Jean-Baptiste _h.lrum. It
Arséne Léfnivre, 15
Ihilaire Menard, 15
Adalphe Leroux, 15
Ividdare Bertrand, 16
Foseph Racicot, 16
Wilkiam Lajoic. 16
Timothée Poulin, 17
Thomas Poulin, 17
Wilham Poulin, 17

Napoléon Bélanger, T
lu(lnmnd C.Icmcnt, 18
Daorice Bélanger, 18
Nod¢ 1Poulin, 18
Magloire Poulin, 18
Samuel Gauthier, 19
Jéremie Gauthier, 19
Joseph Lajoic, 20
Magloire Pépin, 20
Modeste Piché, 20
MPaul Cholette, 20
Sylvain Léger, 20
['rangois-Xavier Bougie, 20
Hilaire Cholette, 20
Arthur Chelette, 21

‘Hercule Lefaivre, 21

Arsene Lacelle, 22
FFrangois Roy, 22
Camille Lacelle, 22
Godefroi Lambert. 22
Toussaint Beanlne, 22
Frédéric Charbonneau, 23
Picrre Dc‘-‘-j.mlint. 23
Olivier Lalonde, 23
Napoléon Trépanicr, 23
Telesphore Trépanier, 23
Joseph Ménard, 23
Mine Hyacinthe Daoust, 24
17¢lix Daoust, 24
Jean-Baptiste Daoust, 24
Alired Brisehois, 24

Jean-Baptiste Chevrier, 25

Antoine Lefuivre, 23
Hlonoré Massie, 23
Magloire Drischaois, 25
Vimeent Taacombe, 26
f.ambert lu-p.uml 20
Joseph Trépanier, 26
Joseph Poligquin, 2



Alphunse Chénier, 27
'ranguis Major,, 27
~ Charles Major, 27
Joseph Bourdon, 27
Ondésime Bourdon, 27
Joscph MeGauvran, 28
Joha McGruvran, 287
NMexander Kennedy, 29
Navier Gratton, 29
Colin Camphbell, 30
Aexandre Campbhell, 30
Joseph Chartrand, 30
Alpheus Hillman, 30
Frangois Prégent, 30
Thomas Ponnegan,. 31
Jommanue!l Lamarche, 31
simon Gauthier, 31
Roderick Kennedy, 32
Henry Donnegan, 33
I'eter Donnegan, 33
Norhert Gauthier, 3
fsrael Ganthier, 34
Juseph Sicard, 36
Picrre Richer, 36
Adélard Giroux, 36

Dans lad 2e concession

Jérome Bérubé, 15 et 16
Alphonse. Bélanger, 19
Bernard Cholette, 20
Damien Cholette, 20
Magloire Thibault, 21

Nuguste Montpetit, 21 et 22

Aldérie Tleclair, 22
Damase Charbonneau, 23
Jules Joanctte, 23.
Gitbert Leclair, 24
Juseph Bricault, 24

Paul Clavel, 25
Ouésime Dubois, 25
Isidore Dubois, 235
Joxeph Cadicux, 24 ¢t 25
Falien Lalonde, 26
Theaphile foeclair, 26
Awmable Huneault, 26
Joseph Dowdon, 27
Onésime Bourdon, 27
James MCusker, 27
Joseph Charette, 28
Charles Gratton, 28

Thomas Cragan, 29
Alphonse Préscault. 29
Dan Colligan, 30

John McGusker, 30
Fmumanuel Lamarche, 31
[.¢on Gascon, 31

Alfred Raymond, 31
Mathias Desjardins, 32

Justinien Séguin, 32

Gédeon Scnécal, 33
Hyacinthe IFlovent, 34
Benjamin Florent, 34
Jean-Baptiste IFlorent. 34
Juseph Florent, 34
Isidore Vinette, 35
Jean-Baptiste Fautens. 33

Dans la 3e concesstion

William St-Jules, 3

Régis Paquette. 4 ¢t 3
Isracl L.eclair, 6
I“ticnne Huneault, 6
Victor Paquette. 7
John Kingshury, 7
David Landriault, 8
Alfred Potvin, 8

Alphonse Lamarche. 11

‘Alexandre Lefaivre, 14

l.outs Demers, 14
Laurent Rose. 13
douard Colle, 16
Jaseph Huneault. 17
Isaie Lepage, 17

-Chéri Lefaivre, 17
Jean-Baptiste Demers, 17

Joseph Montpetit, 18
Alphonse Gagné, 18
Dosithée Monette, 19

“André Martineau, 19

Isidore Lauzon, 20
Alfred Lauzon, 20

Jean-Baptiste Montpeiiier. 21

Gatien Mantpellier, 21
Brimo Montpetit, 22
Jérémie Plouffe, 23
Jules Sauvé, 23
I=idore Chartrand, 24

Jean-Baptiste Charbonnean,

Sunon Nirouack, 260
Josmh Smith, 27,
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lenediction de deux Cloches SR

Le vingt-ct-un novembre mil neuf cent cing, en la i¢te de fa 1hre-
sentation de la Ste-Vierge, sur Iinvitation it Rév. P Deédard, cure,
Nous, soussigné, Vicatre Genéral de PArchidioctse d'Ottawa, 1l'roto-
notaire Apostolique et” Administrateur, avons officié pnnlil'u.ll(.i.unl

A Tissue de la mcw(. nows avons bénit solennellement deux clo-
ches pour les ajouter & celle déja hénite le quinze aout il huit coent
quatre vingt quinze, qui a regu le nom de Pierre Thomas ¢l plsc
mil cent quatre \'ingt neuf livres,  La premiére pesant neni cent hivres
a regu le nom de “Clémentine” ot donne la note LA dicze, L sceonde
pesant six cent livres a requ le nom de “Christine” et donne la note
DO dieze, Les trois cloches: forment le carillon “suivant: fa «dicze,
1189 livres: la dicze 883 livres et do diéze 382 livres.

I.e prédicateur a été le Rev. DML Onésime Lalonde, enfant e la
paroissc.  Ont été présents un grand nombre de Adéles et plusicurs
membres du clergé, qui, ainsi que les parrains et marraines des cloches
on signé avec nous:

Louis Tourangeau, Sophronic Tourangeau, Joseph Boileau, Rosc
Botleau, Dame Adolphe Chevrier. Adolphe Chevrier, Hercule Lefaivre,
‘Dame . Tefaivre, Alphonse [Préseault, Dame Alphonse Pr¢seault,
Dolphis Chartrand, Claire Gauthier, [Zmilienne Daoust, Douc¢ Duaousrt,
Victor Vinet, Dame Léa Vinet, Edouard Proulx, Duaniel Charbon-
ncau, Dame Daniel Charbonneau, Israél Leclair, Alfred Laniel, 1.¢a
Laniel, Eldége Laniel, Emclie Laniel, Clémentine Rouleau, Eusche
Lepage, Cérilda Bastien, Alphonse Renaud, de Montréal, Alice Des.
-jardins, FFélix Coté, Paul Cadieux, G. Montpelier, Maric TLabrosse, Al-
fred Labrosse, Dame Albert Gravel, Alexandre Charbonneau, IZmima
Giroux, Joseph Carriére, Joseph Meloche fils, Emma Préseault, M
nésippe Charbonneau, Hélene Meloche, Mme A.-A. Gibeault, A.-A. Gi-
beault, M.D., Ulric Hotte, Mme Hottc Anysie Lalonde, chr) Nemp,
Hermas Lamel J.-O. Boulet, Ptre; J.-O. Routhier, V.G. Adm., M. Cham-
berland, ptre; Albert Forget, ptre: Jos. Gascon, ptre; D. -D. D ¢langer,
ptre; L.-P. Montour, ptre,

P. Bédard, ptre-curd,

: ) .
. Plantation Vune Crow
Le sept octobre mil ncuf cent quatre, une croix a ¢té transportee
triomphalement sur une voiture trainée par quatre chevaux, jusquc
chez Frédéric de Repentigny, et de 14 par quarante vieillards jusque
chez Ferdinand Carriére. Lllle a été précédée et escortée par un grandd
nombre de voitures. Elle fut cnsuite plantée sur le bord du chemm
public, en face de la résidence du dit Ferdinand Carricre. C'était un
don de la famille Carriére, Le Rév, Pére Conrad, capucin, ayant ob-
tenu de Sa Grandeur ‘Monscigneur J.-T. Duhamel, archevéque 'Ot
tawa, unc indulgence de quarante jours & perpétuité, pour toutes les
personncs hien disposées qui pricraient devant cette croix, en it In
beénédiction solennelle et prononga un magnifique sermon.  lies fdcles
récitérent beaucoup de pricres pendant tout le temps de Lo cérémonic,
de I'église & I'endroit de la plantation: et le choeur de Torgue fiv cn-
“tendre des chants pieux.
P Pédard, ptre-curd
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L—La wicille maison Laframboise.  2.—I.c saule de léglise.  3—Ia forge
de M. Osias Yelle.  4—=T.p maison d'Adolphe Préseault, o0 vésida

Af. le chanoine Gascon.,  S.—L'ancien maaasin Lefaive

——

G.—0.a wvieille maison Thivierge, hittie par
. Cholette. et démolic anjourd’hui.
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M, HERCULYE LEFAIVRE M, DAMIEN CHOLETTE
Maire du Canton pendant L'an des pionnicrs de
iHusicurs années, paraisse,
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AMoOALPHONSE PRESEAULT AL FLAVIEN DERTRAND
Comsviller pendant plusicurs Maibre du canton pendiont
annéyes, plisteurs anndes,
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The Parish of St. Thomas

Traveling from Ottawa to Montreal, by way of the Canadian Pacific
Railway which runs along the north shore of the Ottawa river, when we
reach a point between Montebello and Fassett, there rises across the
river a steeple that dominates a pretty little village, situated on a hillside
hidden by the greenery that is the church of Saint Thomas, which is
often called Saint Thomas d'Alfred because the village is in the Township
of Alfred. Since long ago the village has been called LEFAIVRE, after its
first Postmaster.

The Township of Alfred is centered in the County of Prescott,
between the Townships of Longueuil and Plantagenet North. Its north
boundary is the right shore of the Ottawa river, which forms an almost
perfect curve from Bay L'Original to Lake George. The east and west
boundaries of the Township start from these two points to meet on the
south, near the village of Fournier, giving the Township the shape of an
inverted triangle. The southern part consists of the parish of Saint
Victor, founded in 1871, and in the north is the parish of St. Thomas,
founded in 1879. This takes in the first concessions of the Township,
from the river to the road of the fourth concession, with the exception of
Lots 27 to 37 - part of the third concession which belongs to Saint Victor.
The parish is shaped like a segment of a circle. The village of Lefaivre is
situated on the shore of the river in the centre of the arc, about six miles
from each end. The Parish if about 12 miles long at the northern end
and about 4 miles wide at its widest part.

The Parish has about 200 families, of which about 58 live in the
village of Lefaivre, and 142 are farming families. The population in 1929
is 1061, of which 849 are communicants and 212 non-communicants.
In the last school year there were approximately 200 children in the six
separate schools and about seventy-five in the Convent of "Filles de la
Sagesse".



The land in the Parish is entirely occupied. There is, that is to say,
no loss of arable land. This land is very fertile to grow hay and cereals
for the dairy industry.

Commlunication is very easy. Most of the trade is done by way of
the water in summer. The Federal Government has a very good wharf at
Lefaivre. The village of Lefaivre is connected to the provincial road
system by a paved road and the Canadian National Railway runs through
the Parish from the south east to the north west, stopping at Alfred
centre, approximately three miles from the church.

The population is homogenous. It is entirely French Canadians.
In the beginning there were a good number of English speaking
Catholics. They have left, mostly for the West. Progress in the Parish
was very rapid. It is only 50 years old. The Parish, this year, is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary of its foundation. It has been decided to
celebrate this 50th with grandeur, and the organizers thought it best to
offer to the parishioners this modest Souvenir Album, which is not a
complete history of the Parish, but a simple collection of facts,
documents, and photographs that will interest those who have lived in
the shadow of Saint Thomas steeple.

The Beginnings

The establishment of Lefaivre dates back to 1848 when Pierre
Lefaivre from St. Benoit arrived with his family. His son, Hercule, who
was to be Mayor for many years, and Postmaster for 27 years, was nine
years old at the time. A few years later, in 1855, Hilaire Cholet from
Rigaud established his family when the village now stands. Slowly all the
waterfront lots were conceded. Lumber was first exploited, then farming
took over. In 1867, year of Confederation, there were already 60 Catholic
settlers. Following is the complete list of these pioneers whose families
still live in the parish.



Catholic Families of Lefaivre in 1867

In the 1st Concession

on the shore from East to West

Hilaire Lalonde, lot 4
Timothy Flynn, 9
Charles Flynn, 9 & 10
Pierre Beaudry, 12
Joseph Clement, 12
Hyacinthe Leroux, 12
Hilaire Leroux, 9
William Poulin, 17
Thomas Poulin, 17
Timothee Poulin, 17
Athanase Poulin, 17
Samuel Gauthier, 19
Damien Cholette, 20
Joseph Lajoie, 20
Hilaire Cholette, 20
Michel Racicot, 21
Hercule Lefaivre, 21
Jean-Baptiste Lefaivre, 21
Cesaire Belanger, 22

Toussaint Beaulne, 22
Camille Lacelle, 22
Jean-Baptiste Trottier, 23
Antoine Chenier, 23
Jeremie Taillefer, 23
Hyacinthe Daoust, 24
Felix Daoust, 24

Alfred Brisebois, 24 & 25
Joseph Poliquin, 26
Charles Major, 27

D. Plamondon, 28
Alexander Kennedy, 29
John Hillman, 29
Charles Hillman, 30
Joseph Chartrand, 30
Thomas Donnegan, 31
Roderick Kennedy, 32
Napoleon Lariviere, 34

In the 2nd Concession from East to West

Gedeon Leclair, 1 & 2
Leon Montreuil, 2 & 4
Joseph Paquette, 3
Toussaint Huneault, 6
Etienne Hunneault, 6
Antoine Landriault, 7
Joseph Landriault, 7
Xavier Landriault, 7
Leon Landriault, 7

Magloire Charron, 8
Patrick Cragan, 23
Charles Donnegan, 28
Thomas Cragan, 29
Hyacinthe Florent, 34
Benjamin Florent, 34
Jean-Baptiste Florent, 34
Emery Florent, 34

In the 3rd Concesslon from East to West

Louis Leclair, 3
Andre Martineau, 19
Joseph Martineau, 19

Paul Labelle, 21
Cyrille Pepin, 26
Solyme Pepin, 26



Founding of the Parish

In the beginning, the Catholics from Lefaivre went to mass in
Montebello. This is where a good number of early parishioners were
baptized. This is why we have reserved a place in our Album for Father
Medard Bourassa, who was at that time, Pastor at Montebello and was
considered by the inhabitants of Lefaivre to be their Pastor.

In 1876 the inhabitants asked Mgr. Joseph Thomas Duhamel to
build a church for a mission. Mgr. agreed for 18 months. 1877 to 1879
the Pastor of St. Victor, Mr, Louis Amable Lavoie, would come regularly
to Lefaivre and would celebrate mass in the schoolhouse which served as
a temporary chapel.

However, In September 1877, Mr. Jouvent, Vicar General, traveled
to Lefaivre to mark the future location of the church. A generous citizen,
Mr. Hilaire Cholette had offered eight acres of land on lot 20 of the 1st
Concession, very near the river and about three miles from Montebello.
This location was accepted.

We then elected a Council so that they would oversee the
construction of the building. They were Messrs. Hercule Lefaivre,
Damien Cholette, Hilaire Lalonde, Laurent Rose, and Isidore Lauzon.
Under their‘guidance, the building began with great enthusiasm. Each
parishioner showed a great deal of spirit. Soon a large quantity of stone
was brought in. The Sacristy, 40 feet by 30 feet, was built and the round
point of the church was half built.

In April 1879 a resident priest was requested. In a document
signed by Messrs. Hercule Lefaivre, Damien Cholette, and Auguste
Montpetit, the parishioners agreed to give $500. a year to their pastor.
Mgr. Duhamel agreed to this request and nominated M. Remi
Prudhomme as first Parish Priest, who arrived in his new Parish in May
of 1879.

The first baptism registered in the Archives of the Parish, took
place on May 25, 18 79. It was for Elzear Brosseau, the son of Leandre
Brosseau, Farmer, and Exilda Couturier. The first funeral was on the
8th June, that of an eight-day old baby, Maria Amanda Monette,
daughter of Dosithe Monette. The first wedding was that of Joseph
Racicot of Montebello and Rose Alma Clavelle, daughter of Joseph
Clavelle and Aline Brazeau of Saint Thomas Parish on July 6th.



M. Prudhomme, the Parish Priest, moved into the Sacristy, had the
construction restarted and gave so much courage to his people that on
the 8th of December, feast of the Immaculate Conception, they were able
to say the first mass in the church. On the 2nd of February, 1880, Mgr.
Duhamel officially blessed the new temple accompanied by many clergy.
The magnificent little church of Saint Thomas cost only $7,828, thanks
to the generosity of the parishioners who gave much of their time and
effort. Following is a list of the first parishioners of Saint Thomas whose
faith, piety and generosity deserve to be remembered by their

descendants.

The Parishioners of St. Thomas - 1879

In the 1st Concession on the Shore of the River

Alphonse Clement, 4

Francois-Xavier Trauchemontagne, 4

Hilaire Lalonde, 4
Antoine Lavigne, 5
Calixte Ladouceur, 5
William Sauve, 7
Jules Letourneau, 7
Theophile Lefort, 8
Francois Martin, 8
Francois Chavadier,
Louis Miron, 9

Pierre Sabourin, 9
Auguste Lalonde, 9
Jean-Baptiste Frappier, 10
Xavier Larocque, 10
Napoleon Clement, 10
Pierre Cleroux, 11
Joseph Gegoux, 11
Joseph Carriere, 12
Celestin Martin, 13
Pierre Daigneault, 13
Emery Larche, 13
Felix Laniel, 13
Benjamin Menard, 14
Antoine Gauthier, 14
Jean-Baptiste Charron, 14
Arsene Lefaivre, 15
Hilaire Menard, 15
Adolphe Leroux, 15
[sidore Bertrand, 16
Joseph Racicot, 16

William Lajoie, 16
Timothee Poulin, 17
Thomas Poulin, 17
William Poulin, 17
Napoleon Belanger, 18
Ferdinand Clement, 18
Dorice Belanger, 18
Noe Poulin, 18
Magloire Poulin, 18
Samuel Gauthier, 19
Jeremie Gauthier, 19
Joseph Lajoie, 20
Magloire Pepin, 20
Modeste Piche, 20
Paul Cholette, 20
Sylvain Leger, 20
Francois Xavier Bougie, 20
Hilaire Cholette, 20
Arthur Cholette, 21
Hercule Lefaivre, 21
Arsene Lacelle, 22
Francois Roy, 22
Camille Lacelle, 22
Godefroi Lambert, 22
Toussaint Beaulne, 22
Frederic Charbonneau, 23
Pierre Desjardins, 23
Olivier Lalonde, 23
Napoleon Trepanier, 23
Telesphore Trepanier, 23
Joseph Menard, 23



Mme Hyacinthe Daoust, 24
Felix Daoust, 24
Jean-Baptiste, Daoust, 24
Alfred Brisebois, 24
Honore Massie, 25
Magloire Brisebois, 25
Vincent Lacombe, 26
Lambert Trepanier, 26
Joseph Trepanier, 26
Joseph Poliquin, 26
Alphonse Chenier, 27
Francois Major, 27
Charles Major, 27

Joseph Bourdon, 27
Onesime Bourdon, 27
Joseph McGauvran, 28
John McGauvran, 28
Alexander Kennedy, 29

In the 2nd Concession

Jerome Berube, 15 & 16
Alphonse Belanger, 19
Bernard Cholette, 20
Damien Cholette, 20
Magloire Thibault, 21
Auguste Monpetit, 21 & 22
Alderic Leclair, 22
Damase Charbonneau, 23
Jules Joanette, 23

Gilbert Leclair, 24

Joseph Brieault, 24

Paul Clavel, 25

Onesime Dubois, 25
Isidore Dubois, 25
Joseph Cadieux, 24 & 25
Fabien Lalonde, 26
Theophile Leclair, 26
Amable Huneault, 26
Joseph Bourdon, 27
Onesime Bourdon, 27

Xavier Gratton, 29
Colin Campbell, 30
Alexandre Campbell, 30
Joseph Chartrand, 30
Alpheus Hillman, 30
Francois Pregent, 30
Thomas Donnegan, 31
Emmanuel Lamarche, 31
Simon Gauthier, 31
Roderick Kennedy, 32
Henry Donnegan, 33
Peter Donnegan, 33
Norbert Gauthier, 34
Israel Gauthier, 34
Joseph Picard, 36
Pierre Richer, 36
Adelard Giroux, 36

James McCusker, 27
Joseph Charette, 28
Charles Gratton, 28
Thomas Cragan, 29
Alphonse Preseault, 29
Dan Colligan, 30

John McGusker, 30
Emmanuel Lamarche, 31
Leon Gascon, 31

Alfred Raymond, 31
Mathias Desjardins, 32
Justinien Seguin, 32
Gedeon Senecal, 33
Hyacinthe Florent, 34
Benjamin Florent, 34
Jean-Baptiste Florent, 34
Joseph Florent, 34
Isidore Vinette, 35
Jean-Baptiste Fauteux, 35



In the 3rd Concession-

William St. Jules, 3
Regis Paquette, 4 & 5
Israel Leclair, 6
Etienne Huneault, 6
Victor Paquette, 7
John Kingsbury, 7
David Landriault, 8
Alfred Potvin, 8
Alphonse Lamarche, 11
Alexandre: Lefaivre, 14
Louis Demers, 14
Laurent Rose, 15
Edouard Colle, 16
Joseph Huneault, 17
Isaie Lepage, 17
Cherie Lefaivre, 17

Joseph Montpetit, 18
Alphonse Gagne, 18
Dosithee Monette, 19
Andre Martineau, 19
Isidore Lauzon, 20
Alfred Lauzon, 20
Jean-Baptiste Montpellier, 21
Gatien Montpellier, 21
Bruno Montpetit, 22
Jeremie Plouffe, 23
Jules Sauve, 23
Isidore Chartrand, 24
Jean-Baptiste
Charbonneau, 25
Simon Kirouack, 26
Josiah Smith, 27

Jean-Baptiste Demers, 17

Blessing of the Bells

On the 21st November 1905, on the holy day of the Blessed Virgin,
on the invitation of Rev. P. Bedard, we the undersigned, Vicar General of
the Archdiocese of Ottawa, Protonotary Apostolic and Administrator,
have officiated pontifically at the end of the mass, we solemnly blessed
two bells, to be added to those blessed on the 15th August 1895 by the
name of Pierre Thomas and weight 1189 pounds. The first weighing 900
pounds named Clementine and sounds La Dies. The second weighing
600 pounds named Christine and sounds do dies. The three bells make
up the carillon namely Fa Dieze 1189 pounds, La Dieze 883 pounds, and
Do Dieze 582 pounds. The homelist was Rev. Father Onesime Lalonde, a
native of the Parish. Present were a great many parishioners and clergy
who, with the Godparents of the Bells have signed...

Louis Tourangeau, Sophronie Tourangeau, Joseph Boileau, Rose Boileau,
Mrs. Adolphe Chevrier, Adolphe Chevrier, Hercule Lefaivre, Dame H.
Lefaivre, Alphonse Preseault, Dame Alphonse Preseault, Dolphis
Chartrand, Claire Gauthier, Emilienne Daoust, Doue Daoust, Victor
Vinet, Dame Lea Vinet, Edouard Proulx, Daniel Charbonneau, Mr.
Daniel Charbonneau Israel Leclair, Alfred Laniel, Lea Laniel, Eldege
Laniel, Emellie Laniel, Clementine Rouleau, Eusebe Lepage, Cerilda
Bastien, Alphonse Renaud of Montreal, Alice Desjardins, Felix Cote, Paul

7



Cadieux, G. Montpelier, Marie Labrosse, Alfred Labrosse, Dame Albert
Gravel, Alexandre Charbonneau, Emma Giroux, Joseph Carriere,
Joseph Meloche son, Emma Preseault, Menesippe Charbonneau, Helene
Meloche, Mme. A.A. Gibeault, A.A. Gibeault, M.D., Ulric Hotte, Mme.
Hotte, Anysie Lalonde, Henry Kemp, Hermas Laniel, J.-O. Routhier, V.G.
Adm., M. Chamberland, ptre; Albert Forget, ptre; Jos. Gascon, ptre; D.-
D. Belanger, ptre; L.-P. Montour, ptre.

P. Bedard, ptre-cure

Installation of a Cross

The 7th of October 1904, a Cross was triumphantly carried on a
cart drawn by four horses to Frederic de Repentigny's place. From there
40 seniors carried it to Ferdinand Carriere's place. It was preceded and
followed by a great number of carriages. 1t was then planted on the
roadside in front of Ferdinand Carriere's residence. It was a gift from the
Carriere family. The Rev. Father Conrad, Capucin, had received from his
Holiness Monsignor J.T. Hamel, Archbishop of Ottawa, 40 days
indulgences for anyone who would pray before this Cross, and gave a
magnificent homily. The people said many prayers all during the
ceremony and all along the route from the church to the installation and
the Choir sang religious songs.

P. Bedard, ptre. cure
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APPENDIX

About 10 years ago my brother, Peter Lefaivre of Ottawa, was given a copy of this
Souvenir Album by a friend. The original is entirely in French. Knowing my interest in
our family history and aware of all the research T have been doing, he mailed me a copy.
The original size of this Album is 6 x 9 inches. Unfortunately, the photos which appeared
in the copy were not very clear and lost more of their clarity with further reproduction. I
have tried to obtain a copy of the original, but have not been successful.

In Apri/May 1995, I was very pleased to visit my hometown, Ottawa. My main
purpose being family research, where my father and grandparents had lived - Lefaivre &
Foumier. On one of my visits to Lefaivre, the CBC Radio Canada was filming the mass
and T was in Ottawa for Mothers' Day when it was aired. Lefaivre today is a very pretty,
clean village, less than an hour drive from Ottawa, situated on the Shore of the Ottawa
River. I had not been there since a young child in the 30's when my Grandmother went to
visit relatives. My Aunt Marguerite, my father's sister, went with me to her hometown
and was a fountain of information, recalling all her happy memories of her childhood. She
had attended the "Filles de la Sagesse" and spoke lovingly of her school days there. We
met for the first time Francoise Yelle, second cousins, and my Aunt acted as interpreter
for me. Like all good genealogists, I had a "field day" visiting the very well-kept
Cemetery. Lefaivre has its own Library. The Librarian was very helpful and the
townspeople very pleasant.

My trip would not have been complete without visiting the National Archives &
Library, the Ottawa Archives and the Hawkesbury Library. A special thank you to
everyone for making my visit so successful.and enjoyable. I shall be sending copies, both
in English & French to these aforementioned including the Ottawa Branch & OGS.

If anyone has snapshots of the people and town of Lefaivre, I would appreciate
receiving copies.

Many thanks to Norman Lefaivre, Edmonton, member of Societe Genealogique
du Nord-Ouest, Edmonton, for translating this Souvenir Album.

Mrs. Marie Estelle Thompson nee Lefaivre
8316 - 143 Ave., Edmonton, AB T5E 2G8
Fax (403) 478-0029

Email: eaglecre@sprynet.com



