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En allunt u'Ottawa il i\lontr'éal par la ligne dtl PucilîCJue Cana
ùien gui longe la ri,'c nord de l'Ottawa .. 011 aperçoit, (jtlélllCl- CJll ~e trou\'('
cntre ~"rontcbello et·Fas5ctt. lin clochr.r ql.li s'élè\'c de J'autrt côté ùt
ln ri\'ière) en terre ontariellile. et qui clominc tin joli pctit \'illagt si:ué
,!;ur llne hauteur ct cnch6 dans la "el'dllre, C'est l'ég-li;-;e.; de S<\lllt
Thomas, qu'on appelle som'cnt S~int-Th{'Jmas d'.-\l.fI'c.;c1, p:1rct: que la
paroisse est ~ituée ,dan$ le canton d'Alfred. Depuis IOIlg'"ttlllpS, cept])
dnnt, lc y.illagc ainsi que Ic bun.an ùc po!'te portent le !lom rie Leiainè,
110111 du premier mattre de postc de ,'endroit.

Le canton d'Alfred ()C<.'lIpC lc centre du ClIl1ltt dt.: Prescott, tl1t1'c:
le canton cie.; ,Longueuil ct cc:\ui de Plalltagel1er·~orcl, ~a i\-Gl1tière n(lu]

cst la rivc droite dc l'Ott<1\\'a qtli s'arrondit il rct <':!lc!rCJit en \Ille
cCJurbe prcsquc' parfaite dt:\Jlli:-: la Baie dc l'Orig-nal jusqu'au L.ac
George~, Les frontii:re~ e:-;t et ()\lC~t <lu canton p:1rtcnt (i<;' ces (leu;.;
fJoints pour se rencontrer au suc! près clu ,'illage cie FCHllïli(;r, C!01111<1lll
au canton la formc u'un secteur dont la pointe est lUllrn~e \'c:rs 'le .'ud.
La partic sud du sccteur ct'm~titlle lil paroi;sc <le.; Si:Llnt-\ïnc>r. [onùü t;11
1871, tanùis que la partic I1CJrc.l (,~t ln p'lrois:;e de S'Lillt-Thom:.!:" ;Ol1'Jt't;
tn 1879, ElIc comprend le~ t['(li:, pn:mières concessicll1s -dll Câ.l)t(JI1,
depu·is ln rivière jusCJu'al! chemin dc la Cjuél.trième l'ul)CessiCJll, il l'ex
ception des lots 27 à 37 de la tl'oi~ièmc cOllcession ql1i npparti<:nr.çnt
~ Saint-Victor, La paroi~se Cl ln Îorlllc d'ul1 segmcnt de cercle. Le
"illage dc Lcfaivre, est situé sur Je bord de la riVièrc, ~ll c<.:ntrt dc
l'arc dc cc segment,'iL si:\ lllille$ cnviron dc ChiH]ltC ('.':1rtmit6. Lit
pa'l'oisse n cm'iron douze l11ille~ de ,lC>llg'lIt:lIr nu nord et q\1:\trt l\lille;;
f.1l\'iron dans s~a .plus grandc .Iargellr. .

La paroi~sè .c.ompte 200, ii:llllillcs, dont 58 habitent le village de
Lc:fah'rc et 142 sont ;dcs familles de cultivatcur;;, La population, en
}029•. est de 1061, dout 840 c0Il1I11\1niants et 212 111)1l-CCllnlllUniZlnt:-;,
Dl1nl.nt J'annéc scolél.ire {Jui \'.ient de s'écouler il y l1\ëlit enviroll 20Cl
ellfnnts <\<11115 lcs six école:, sépilrées cie liL pi\rIJ;:':~c et ;\ rl('ll pr('.~ ïS
il LI ~Cl~ iO_ll11~ti.cs. J:.il!.~~c;_ ~1~J;l Sil ge.:' ~ e, '

Le tr.rritoire 'cle la p:1r()j~sc (,~t el1til'rClll('llt llCClIlll,. 11 il\' a, [H'HI"

aillsi dirc, aucune. pcrtl' cie terrain l't ce tl'rraill (::-il de:' plll~ Ilr(llllle~ ~l

b cllhl1re du foin (.,t de:.; ei'r(~;d(':, et Ù l'illdu:-;tric lairil'l'C',

·--Les C(1ll1111ullic~tti('tll~ ~(lilt I:ll'ilt.:~. Ulle hnllll(' llanic 11\\ cnllll11t;rc'c

se iait P:ll' eall durant l'l'l(~'. I.e g'C1l1\'erlll'IlH'llt ii'dl"l,\1 :\ LIll 111:.q..,'"l1i
liql1C' qllai ;'1 Lciél.h·J"~, \.e "illag'<': de I.dni\'l'(' e;;l 1'l'lit, ;lll U\l'min pru
\'Îllcial par lInc route pan',c d le CiLlladit'll ;(;ttl'l1ail tl'll\'<'r:-;C la p;\
roisse dtl slld-cst ail llllrtl_II11('st ~':\rrt't:llll :"t la ~tatil)l1 d':\lfr<.:c1·
Cc Il t re, :'l t rCJ is III jiil- s eIl \' i r; 111 cil' l' l' g 1i:' l' •

1.



La puplliation est tflut il fait hOI110gl'IlC. Elle bt Clllil'n':1\i,·;:l.

canadienne-française. Au début il y anl.Ît llll b01l lloll11/re de i;il1lil:,'~

catholiqlles clc languc anglaise, Elles ~Ollt t(llites pclltic:" :'\I1'l.,11t

rO\lr·l~Ollc~t.- "
Lcs progrès <le la paroisse ont été rapides. 1 Ellc Il'a, Cil effet, Il!:\.'

cinquantc ans d'cxistellce, Elle fête cette anl1ée-mëllle le eillfluantii'l:j(:
anniversaire cie sa fondation, Oll a décidé de cl,ll'lln:r :;. H'C l:chl (':
cinquantcnaire ct les organisateurs des fêtes IIJlt cru \l(,r. rl'"lïril' ;111":
pnroissiclls, il cettc occasion, ce modeste atlHIIl1-Sf)lI\'c::ir, (lui Tl'(·,t
pa~ lin historique complet cie hl paroi:;sc, mais li 11(: ~illl;/lc c,dlt:l'li',j:
de f;lÎts, dc documents ct dc portmits qui ne man<jIICJ'l/llt p:1:' d'illll"r;'t
pour' tous CCllX qui ont \'écu il l'ombre du clocher tle S;l::,t-Tll"lll:l'"

EC!.l 'D ebl1t~i ~
3

Xr-G:,:::~
km!2.Ij~t.('I11CLlt de !~<:l~,i.vrÇ...J.1a.tc ete-J~li quand__ l'it'ne I,<:i:lin,',

de St-Benüit, arri\"a avec ~a îamille, Son fils H<:rl'tllc (1':1 d("';llt f't ;".

plu:, tard maire du canton' pendant de n'omhreuses alll;'~('~ ."t IlI:lil ;'('

de puste. pClletant 27 an::;, n'avj'l.it alors que neuf ;lllS, ~!'l':l(lll('S allll,'·'· ...
plus tard, en 1855, Hilaire Chnlcttc, (le Rigaud, \"int S'(--~:ddil· il\'{'(' ':l

inlllillc il J'endroit ol1 est mniatcnallt situé Ic ,"illag'('. I~<:t:'. ;': ,,('lit l'."h
les lots dll Bord-de-l~Eall il1rcnt cOIH:édés ct nn sc li",.a l~ ":II1·)'d ;'1 ]',.:-:.

ploitation dl! hois puis au défrichement. En l&lï, l'al1ll':c 'k la ('dl
iédératioll, il y a ..'ait déjà 60 colons catholiqlH':S. \'(Iil:i IiI li:,ll' (1)/;)

r1ètc <le ces pionniers, dont les familles cOl1~tillll'llt (;:,cJlrc: :Illjtlll:"

d'hui une hel\lIIC partie de la raroissc ..

Dans la première concession,
sur le Bord de J'Eau,

de l'est à l'ouest

Hilaire Lalondc~' lot 4
Ti1110th\' 1"1\"l1n, 9
Charlci;- F'h:11Il~ 9 ct 10.
Pic:rr<: lk.{udn'. 10 et Il
,1 u~cph Clé III eli.t, 12.
/'I\-ncillt!tc Lcroux, '12
ll~lairè L<:rul1x, 9 1

\\ïllial1l Poulill, 17
Tlte'ma~ Poulin, 17
TillHJthéc Poulin, 17,
.\ t h~Ulil SI' Poul in, 17
:'a 111 11<:1 Gauthier. 19
1)a t1l i C: Il ChnJctte. 20
.1. 1:- eph Laj f!IC. 20
11ila ire CllCJlcttc, 20
~I iclIe) Haci(.'(,t, 21
1ft'fl:lIle Lcfai\'rc~ 21
}<::lll-Haptistc Lc:fah're. 21
Cl':-:airc Bélilllg'cr. 22
Tpll:-;~ail1l Heautnc, 22

~,

Camille Lac('II1:, 22
J(~é\n-13aptislc Tr{)L~it:r .. 23
:\ntoil1C Cllt'Ilier, 21
.J éré111 ic . Ta i,llcfel", 23
H\,élcinthc ] );l(IUSt. 2·~

Félix Daollst, 24 ",
:\lfred Bris('II/,is, 1·1 l't :l.;,

. .Jo::-eph Poliqllill, 2~

Charle~ Majlll', 2~

n. Pla111011l1 ' ,it, 2>-;
:,\le:xa'llder I,c'Illl('r; '" 2'1
Jlih11 II i11111 :111, ~~) •

t ilnri ('sHi 11/1 1:L 1l , ,~,)
.1 os<:ph Ch;l rI ra 11 1 1, ,)('
Thollla:, 1)1.IIIIl'g;l: . ,,1
l~(Ic\<:rkk 1'1'11111:11'" ,)2
;\'al'(llé\11l 1,:'l'i\'ii":·(" :n

Dans la 2e c()nces:>:on,
de 1~e5t à l'ouest.

(;~"d;'(lll 1.('1'1:, ir, l /'l'~

1.("1111 )'llllIll'I'\I;1. 2 l't .~

.I 11 :,(·p!l l'all1\I'Il",,'
TI'lI:,:,aillt 1111111':::':1. (,



Etiellne Hllllcault, 6
:\ntoine Lal1driault, 7
.J oseph Landriault, 7
Xavier Lalldriault, 7
l.éon Landriault, 7
?'.fagloirc Charron, 8
Patrick Cragan,23
Charles Don negan, 2S
Thomas Cragan, 29
Hyacinthe Florent, 34
Benjamin Florent, 34

jeeall-Baptistc Flurcnt, 034
Emery Floren t, 34

Dan~ la 3e conceuion
d~ l'e~t à l'oueat

Louis Leclair, 3
:\ndré Martincall, 19
joseph Martil1call, 19
Paul Labellc, 21
Cyrille Pépin, 26
Solymc Pépin, 26

~a fûnGation or la ptt rûissc
Ail ,dëllHI~ ,I_es, ~atboliCllle~_ de_ J,..efl\iv~,e a~laiellt i~ lél Ill(;:,SC_ ;'t :\!()l\tc

h<;llo. C est la 'lu un hon liomhre dc VICll:-: parolSSIClIl' (llll étt.. - l)aptl~(-s.

Voila pourquoi nous avons réservé unc place dans notrc alhul11 ;\ j'élhl,é
7\fédarcl Bourassa qui était curé de Montehello il cette ('P(Jq\1C et q\l~

lcs habitan ts dc Lcfaivre considéra ient comme leu r C\1 ré-.

En 1876, ils demandèrcnt a ?\lgr Joscph-Thol11tlS Duhal\1el de kll;r
Ulle église ct d'être érigè~ en mission. Monseigncul" ~e n:l1dit ;'l 1<:l\r
demanue. Pendant dix-huit mois, de 1877 il 1879. lt: ctlré dt \aillt
Victor, ~I. Louis-Amablc Lavoic, se rendit rég-ltliè:rcll1C:llt il r.dai\'I·I~
et célébra les saints officç~ dans la maison cJ'école qui ~tn'il r\t cha·
pclle tcm poraire.

Cependant, cn septembre 1877, ~L Jouvcnt. \·icaire-gC::nc.:r;ll. se
transportf1 il Lefaivre pour mar<llIer la place de la fllture ('gli~(;, C'n
citoycn g-énéreux, M. Hil<:lire Cholctt~. avait offcrt huit :Icrc!' rie t(;rr'~

slIr le 20e lot de la première, conccssion, tout près de la ri\'ic'-re, ct ;\
troi~ millt~ environ de l\'fontebcllo. Cet emplélccl11(;nt ÎlIt i1C~-(;rtl"

011, élut alors des syndics afin qu'ils prissent !'ur C:\I:-; la 1'(;,,:pO])·

sabilité des travaux. Ce fllrent MM- Hercule Ldai\'rc..:. Dal11iel' Chll
Ictte, Hilaire Lalonde:' Catlre;;t Rose ct 1'si'dor-c l.au%(JI1. ~e)ll~ lc.:1~1·
conduitejles travaux,commcncèrcnt élVCC lin g-ral1<1 CI1t!JOll$iélSJ1)(', C!lf!
que habitant fit preuve de bonne \·olonté. Bicnt()t lIne g'ral1t\c C:\lélll
tité de pierre (ut apportéc. La !;acristie..lQ pieds Sllr 30. (ut iJ~ti(': le
rond-point de J'église fut à moitié élevé.

•
:\11 mois d'avril 1-879 on fit des démarches pOlir iL\'(lir 1111 Pl'C'ir::

r~sidcllt. Dans un document signé par _~'I~). ~lercllle l.d,\;\'1"('" Ualni('11
CJwlctte ct Auguste !\'(ol1tpetit. les par6is~iel1~ ~·l'I1g';q,';t:ail'l1t ;'[ r1l111TlCl'

$500 par année à leur curé. ~lgr Duhamel acquil'S,:1 il uttc d(:I11:I11'\(' l't

nomm<l comme premicr 'curé, 1\'1. Réini Prud'homme qlli ~·elll!Jre<.;~;\ (k
~c rendre <lans sa 'nouvclle parni%c at! moi~ dc mai IRï e),

Lc prcmier haptême C'nrcg-istré dans les archi\'cs de la p:l.I""i~,q, l:lll

li(,u le 25 mai 1879. C'est celui d'Elzéar nr()~seau. fl!~ de r'.(';llldl'(:

J3rossc.:lll. cultivatcur, et cl'Exilela Couturier. La pre:nii:rc Sl'p:l!lur r>,

qui cut li~ll Ic 8 h1Ïll. Cl't celle d'ull cniant cie huit j(ltlrs. :-'Iaril:_.\llI'lll
da ~rl)llctte, fille de Dosithée l'loncttc. Lc premicr lllariag-<: l'~t c/ilt~

du {, juillct. C'est cdtli <le joscph Radeot dc la par/)is~c de .\feJllt<:
helle, et c.1e Rosc':Elnllla Clavelle, fille dc Jos('ph Clan'l1e ('t rl',\lillC
Hruzc<:lll de la paroisse cie Saillt-Th()I11:l~.

~.



,\Iphlillse CI~ll\rllt. 4
Fra nç'l Îs- Xn \' ie l' l'ra Ilchc-

1I111lltag'lll'. -+
llil:lire LalùllClc, 4-
..\nl(Jille Li\\'Îg'lle. 5
C:di:>.:tc Lndu\lcC'lIr, 5 '
\\ïlli~l1l Snu\'t:. 7
Illies LétOlllïltall, 7

;nl('l)phile l~d(Jrt. 8
!:rançoi:; l\Iartin, 8
Fra ncclis Cha \';'Illier, 8
1Jillis :.'.riron, 9
Pierre Sahourin, 9
:\lIg"l1stin L... londe,'9
}c.;an-Baptistc.; Frappier, 10
Xa\'icr Laroc.:ql1e, 10
?'ap(Jlénn Clement, 10 ._
Pierrl' Clérou:-=, Il
.T nseph Gégotl.'\, Il,
.lU:'iCrh CJrrii·rc. '12
Céle:,tin :\[artill. ~,~

l'il'rrc Daigtlt';'IIlIt. U
hlll'r\' Larche. 1,~

FI"lix ·L"ni<:I. U
Henjn 111 in :.\1 élla rd. 1-l
.\Illoill<: G:\l1thil'r. 14
)l':lll-Hapti:'ll' Charroll. 1-~

. \ r..; (, Il t: Ld ;l i v r c, 15
IIi/aire :\J <:11:1 l'II. 1:'
:\rllllphc Lcml1:>.:. 15
J:.. j(!lIre Bert r;lllcl. If)
,r"S('jJ1t Hncic.:ot. 16
\\ïlli:llll Liljni<.:. Ir;
Ti 11111 t h(. (' r\ Il di n. 1ï
T!t 1 Jill il S P () III i Il, '7
\ \ ï II i:t III JI" 11\ i Il. 1ï

~r. 1<.: l"llrê Prtltl'holllll1e s'Îllslalln d<lll~ ln sacri:,til', lît l't'

prendre les trn\'ntlx et dOlllla tallt de CClllrage {, :-;es gens qll<: 1<: S dl':,
cCl1lhre dl' la même allnéc, en la fête cie J'Immaculée COllC<:pt illil. il
put chanter la première messc clans l'église. Le.J. février 1880. ~rg-r

Duhamel vint faire la hénédiction solellnelle du ÎWll\'Cilli tèll1ple. ac,
compagné d\lI1llomhreux clergé. La IlIng-ninque petite ég-li~c <le Saillt
Thomas Il'(l\'ait coùté que $7,828, grùce nu déwlllcmenl (les p:lrl1i:,sicll'"
qui il\'nient iait, par .col'Yées, tlne grande }>:1rtit: de l'llunagl'. \"oiri
ln li:,tc cOl\lplètè des prcl1lier~ parois~icns de Saillt-TI1CJl11"~. d.lllt
l'<::-iprit de t(li, la piété ct 1:1 g-éllérosité méritc.'nt d·t~trt· rappl'll':' \)llIlr

~cn'ir cie Ilwclèlc il leurs dCSCCl1d;'lllts,

ILes ~8aroissienf5 bc ~aillt;mbo'nas = 1879
Dans la 1ère concession :\apolé()n Bélanger, 11) ,.-

sur le Bord-de-l'Eau Fcrc1ill<l nd Clél1l<:llt, 18
Dorice Bélanger, 18
\" (J(', POUlill, 18
), [ag-loi re F\lld i 11. J.~

~ill11\ll'1 G;'Itlthier, Jî)
Jé r c.: 111 je G:lll t h j l' r. 1t)

Jnseph L<ljnie, 20
),1 a~r (Ii re' Pépi Il, 20
),roc!este Piché. 20
l"'lillli Cholette. 20
S-""ï\ ill Léger. 20
François-Xn vier B(Jllgic. 20
Hilaire Cholette. 20
.\rthttr Cltolcttc, 21

,. .Hercule LefaÎ\'l'e, 21
:\ rsè \le' Lace JI <:. 22
Frélnç(')is Ro\". 22
Camille Lncéllc.:. 2~
Godefroi La mhc.:rt. 22
TlHls:,nillt lleatllllC, 22 ",
Frédéric Char!>oIlI1Cau. ~3

Pierre Desjardill~, 2.)
Olivier Lalonc1c, 23
\'apoléoll' Trépallicr. 2,)

Tl"lc:,p1tore Trépilllil'l' . .?~

.Inseph ~rél1ilrd. 23
~rl1le HYilt:illthc Dam1:,1, 2~

Frli:-= D~nll:,t, 2-1
.1 l'a 11- Bé\ pti;o;tc ));11 111~ l, 2-+
.'\Iîn·d Bri:,c.:!lClÎS, 2-+
.Il' il Il - Ha pt i~ 1e (:hc n it'I', ~,~

.\nICline Ld:lint', :25
1flll1(ln~ ).ra~siC'. 23
:\1 aglllire Bris(·lll,is. 2.:;
\ ï 1H.'('n t Ln com 1)('. 2()

\,:llllhcrt Tr{'pallicl', 2(;
.Ill~l· ph Trt'pa Il il' r. '2(.
.I11:"-l'P!l l'nliqllÎll. ~I;

4.



.\IJlh(II1~l: Ch~lljcr, 27
Jo" r;lll , Yis ~1a j (J r " 27
Cltarlc~ ~lnjor, 27
.1 oSC ph 13()1I rd on , 27
Olll-~illle IhJlIrdon. 27
j oscph ~rcGalll\'ran, 28
/oh;\ :\JcCattnan, 28'

:.\ Ic::--:ander J, <':l1ncc!y, 29
Xa\·ier Grattul1, 29
Co 1i Il Ca III pl H: II, 30
:\Ic,\:a nel rc: Ca 111 pbc 11. 30
.J('~l'ph Chartrnn<1, JO
..\Iphcus Hillman, JO
Fra n,ois l' rl'g'Ctlt. 30
TlwllIas D(ln11cgan .. ·31
Elllllta11tlel Lamarche, JI
:-;ill\lI11 Gauthier, 31
!{(,derick KCIlIlCcl\', 32
Henry DOllllCgélll: 33
h:ter DOnlll'gan, :t~

:'\orhcrt Gauthicr, ,~4

1sr ae! Ga l' t hic r, 34
jllseph Sica rd, 36
Pi cr rc Rie he r, 36
:\d<:-Iard Gir(JIl~, 36

Dans la 2e concession

Jéri)lllc Bérl1bé,,15 ct 16
.\lplwnst. Bélanger, 19
Be rlla rd ChuJette, 20
1h l1l iC:11 Cholet te, 20
:\Lagloire Thihault, 21
.\uguste ~IOlltp~tH, 21 et 22
:\ldéric IA'clair, 22
Damase Cha rl>Ol1ncau', 2J
.llllc~ Joall<:ttc. 23·
(;ilhc:rt I.celair', 24
.I 11:-:e]>h Bricault, 24
l>alll Clan:I, 25
Ol1é~ill1e Dubois. 25
1~i<1()rc Dll!lnis, 25
JlI:'(;'I'h C;lc! iellx, 24 et 25
Fa(,it'Il l.al r>ll<l<.', 2f1
Th~';'Jlllilc '11.celair, Z()
. \ III a 111(- r1"hc'a tilt. 2()
.llls<'·ph J:IJIIH!OIJ. 27
()Ill-~illle Hf'lIrc!fJl1, 27
.1 a III (~S ::\ rl CliS k <: r, 27
)1.SCp!l Cha n'He, 28
Chark~ (;":lttoll, 2~

5'.

Thomas Crag-all, 2()
:\1phon5e Pr é~ca1111. 'l.()

Dan Colliga Il, JO
johll 1\Ic(j,tlsker, JO,
Emmanuel Lamarche, 31
Léon G~SCOIl, 31
A1irccl !{a\'1ll01lCl, 31
~Jnthins Ijl'~jarclills. ,)~

·Jli st i Il je Il Ség't1 i1\, ".2
Gédéon Scnéc[t!, .r~

Hyacinthe Florent. 3.+
Benjamin Florcnt. .1.+
j ca \1- Baptiste Flor{'l1 1. :q
joseph Florent, 34
Isidore \ïncttt. 3S
Jcnn-Bnptistc Falltl'll\. ,t;

Dans la 3e concession

\VilIiam St-Jlllc~. 3
R~g'is Paquette, ~ ct ~

Israel Lccla ir. (j
Etienne Hutlcault, (j

Victor Paq\lettc. ï
] ohn Kingshury. i
Da\'icl Lnndriault. H
:\lfrcd Pot\'În, S
:\lphoIl5C Lalllarche. 1!

· .'\lexnndre Lcfa inc. 14
J.{)lli~ Demcrs. 14
Lallrent J{ose. 1';
E<1011a rd Collc, 1(j
Joseph Huncall1t. Ii
Jsaie Lepag-e, 1ï

·Chéri LefuÎvrc. l ï ,. ~

Jcan-Baptiste DCI1H'r~. 17
Joseph ~r.{)lltpclit. lS
;\lJ>h()n~c: Gag-ll(~. l~
Dosithéc ::\Ionctte. 1~)

· :\lIClré ~rartin(·al1. ]t)

I:-idorc Ltul%Clll, 20 .
Alfrcll 1.nul,(II1, ~(l

.lean-Baptiste )'Illlltjll'i;ic:r. ~l

(~atil'Il :\rl.ntpl'Il.ier, 21
Bnmu :\Iolltp<'tit. ~2

jéri'lIlie PloldTe, 23
.Jules Sall\'''', 23
1:-:idorc Ch:1l't rand . .?~

.ll'iln-Bapti~t<: CllarII\IIl:l{'illl, ,)C.

SillJnI1 Kimll:\ck . .?(~

J
" . '1 )-. fI~la 1 :--'1\\lt '. _1.



ill rHl'li irfi Llll li l' lietl X ([ lL1 cl l L~î
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pnroisse. Ont été présents lill grand nombre de fid~les d plll~i('llï;'
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The Parish of St. Thomas

Traveling from Ottawa to Mon treal, by way of the Canadian Pacific
Railway which runs along the north shore of the Ottawa river, when we
reach a point between Montebello and Fassett, there rises across the
river a steeple that dominates a pretty little village, situated on a hillside
hidden by tlile greenery that is the church of Saint Thomas, which is
often called Saint Thomas d'Alfred because the village is in the Township
of Alfred. Since long ago the village has been called LEFAIVRE, after its
fIrst Postmaster.

The Township of Alfred is centered in the County of Prescott,
between the Townships of Longueuil and Plantagenet North. Its north
boundary is the right shore of the Ottawa river, which forms an almost
perfect curve from Bay L'Original to Lake George. The east and west
boundaries of the Township start from these two points to meet on the
south, near the village of Fournier, giving the Township the shape of an
inverted triangle. The southern part consists of the parish of Saint
Victor, founded in 1871, and in the north is the parish of St. Thomas,
founded in 1879. This takes in the first concessions of the Township,
from the river to the road of the fourth concession, with the exception of
Lots 27 to 37 - part of the third concession which belongs to Saint Victor.
The parish 1S shaped like a segment of a circle. The village of Lefaivre is
situated on the shore of the river in the centre of the arc, about six miles
from each end. The Parish if about 12 miles long at the northern end
and about ~ miles wide at its widest part.

The Parish has about 200 families, of which about 58 live in the
village of Lefaivre, and 142 are fanning families. The population in 1929
is 1061, of which 849 are communicants and 212 non-communicants.
In the last school year there were approximately 200 children in the six
separate schools and about seventy-five in the Convent of "Filles de la
Sagesse".
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The land in the Parish is entirely occupied. There is, that is to say,
no loss of arable land. This land is very fertile to grow hay and cereals
for the dairy industry.

Communication is very easy. Most of the trade is done by way of
the water in summer. The Federal Government has a very good wharf at
Lefaivre. The village of Lefaivre is connected to the provincial road
system by a paved road and the Canadian National Railway runs through
the Parish from the south east to the north west, stopping at Alfred
centre, approximately three miles from the church.

The population is homogenous. It is entirely French Canadians.
In the beginning there were a good number of English speaking
Catholics. They have left, mostly for the West. Progress in the Parish
was very rapid. lt is only 50 years old. The Parish, this year, is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary of its foundation. It has been decided to
celebrate this 50th with grandeur, and the organizers thought it best to
offer to the parishioners this modest Souvenir Album, which is not a
complete history of the Parish, but a simple collection of facts,
documents, and photographs that will interest those who have lived in
the shadow of Saint Thomas steeple.

The Beginnings

The establishment of Lefaivre dates back to 1848 when Pierre
Lefaivre from St. Benoit arrived with his family. His son, Hercule, who
was to be Mayor for many years, and Postmaster for 27 years, was nine
years old at the time. A few years later, in 1855, Hilaire Cholet from
Rigaud established his family when the village now stands. Slowly all the
waterfront lots were conceded. Lumber was first exploited, then farming
took over. Ir 1867, year of Confederation, there were already 60 Catholic
settlers. Following is the complete list of these pioneers whose families
still live in the parish.
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Catholic Families of Lefaivre in 1867

ln the 1st Concession
on the shore from East to West

Hilaire Lalande, lot 4
Timothy Flynn, 9
Charles Flynn, 9 & 10
Pierre Beaudry, 12
Joseph Clement, 12
Hyacinthe Leroux, 12
Hilaire Leroux, 9
William Poulin, 17
Thomas Poulin, 17
Timothee Poulin, 17
Athanase Poulin, 17
Samuel Gauthier, 19
Damien Cholette, 20
Joseph Lajoie, 20
Hilaire Cholette, 20
Michel Raci<wt, 21
Hercule Lefaivre, 21
Jean-Baptiste Lefaivre, 21
Cesaire Belanger, 22

Toussaint Beaulne, 22
Camille Lacelle, 22
Jean-Baptiste Trottier, 23
Antoine Chenier, 23
Jeremie Taillefer, 23
Hyacinthe Daoust, 24
Felix Daoust, 24
Alfred Brisebois, 24 & 25
Joseph Poliquin, 26
Charles Major, 27
D. Plamondon, 28
Alexander Kennedy, 29
John Hillman, 29
Charles Hillman, 30
Joseph Chartrand, 30
Thomas Donnegan, 31
Roderick Kennedy, 32
Napoleon Lariviere, 34

ln the 2nd Concession from East to West

Gedeon Leclair, 1 & 2
Leon Montreuil, 2 & 4
Joseph Paquette, 3
Toussaint Huneault, 6
Etienne Hunneault, 6
Antoine Landriault, 7
Joseph Landriault, 7
Xavier Landriault, 7
Leon Landriault, 7

Magloire Charron, 8
Patrick Cragan, 23
Charles Donnegan, 28
Thomas Cragan, 29
Hyacinthe Florent, 34
Benjamin Florent, 34
Jean-Baptiste Florent, 34
Emery Florent, 34

In the 3rd Concession from East to West

Louis Leclair, 3
Andre Martineau, 19
Joseph Martineau, 19
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Founding of the Parish

In the beginning, the Catholics from Lefaivre went to mass in
Montebello. This is where a good number of early parishioners were
baptized. This is why we have reserved a place in our Album for Father
Medard Bourassa, who was at that time, Pastor at Montebello and was
considered by the inhabitants of Lefaivre to be their Pastor.

In 1876 the inhabitants asked Mgr. Joseph Thomas Duhamel to
build a church for a mission. Mgr. agreed for 18 months. 1877 to 1879
the Pastor of St. Victor, Mr. Louis Amable Lavoie, would come regularly
to Lefaivre and would celebrate mass in the schoolhouse which served as
a temporary chapel.

However, In September 1877, Mr. Jouvent, Vicar General, traveled
to Lefaivre to mark the future location of the church. A generous citizen,
Mr. Hilaire Cholette had offered eight acres of land on lot 20 of the lst
Concession, very near the river and about three miles from Montebello.
This location was accepted.

We then elected a Council so that they would oversee the
construction of the building. They were Messrs. Hercule Lefaivre,
Damien Cholette, Hilaire Lalonde, Laurent Rose, and Isidore Lauzon.
Under their guidance, the building began with great enthusiasm. Each
parishioner Ishowed a great deal of spirit. Soon a large quantity of stone
was brought in. The Sacristy, 40 feet by 30 feet, was built and the round
point of the church was half built.

In April 1879 a resident priest was requested. In a document
signed by Messrs. Hercule Lefaivre, Damien Cholette, and Auguste
Montpetit, the parishioners agreed to give $500. a year to their pastor.
Mgr. Duhamel agreed to this request and nominated M. Remi
Prudhomme as first Parish Priest, who arrived in his new Parish in May
of 1879. .

The first baptism registered in the Archives of the Parish, took
place on May 25, 1879. It was for Elzear Brosseau, the son of Leandre
Brosseau, Fanner, and Exilda Couturier. The first funeral was on the
8th June, that of an eight-day old baby, Maria Amanda Monette,
daughter of Dosithe Monette. The first wedding was that of Joseph
Racicot of Montebello and Rose Alma Clavelle, daughter of Joseph
Clavelle and Aline Brazeau of Saint Thomas Parish on July 6th.
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M. Prudhomme, the Parish Priest, moved into the Sacristy, had the
construction restarted and gave sa much courage ta his people that on
the 8th of December, feast of the Immaculate Conception, they were able
to say the first mass in the church, On the 2nd of February, 1880, Mgr.
Duhamel officially blessed the new temple accompanied by many c1ergy.
The magnificent little church of Saint Thomas cast only $7,828, thanks
ta the generosity of the parishioners who gave much of their time and
effort. Following is a list of the first parishioners of Saint Thomas whose
faith, piety and generosity deserve ta be remembered by their
descendants.

The Parishioners of St. Thomas - 1879

ln the lst Concession on the Shore of the River

Alphonse Clement, 4
Francois-Xavier Trauchemontagne, 4
Hilaire Lalande, 4
Antoine Lavigne, 5
Calixte Ladouceur, 5
William Sauve, 7
Jules Letoumeau, 7
Theophile Lefort, 8
Francois Martin, 8
Francois Chavadier,
Louis Miron, 9
Pierre Sabourin, 9
Auguste Lalande, 9
Jean-Baptiste Frappier, 10
Xavier Larocque, 10
Napoleon Clement, 10
Pierre Cleroux, Il
Joseph Gegoux, Il
Joseph Carriere, 12
Celestin Martin, 13
Pierre Daigneault, 13
Emery Larche, 13
Felix Laniel, 13
Benjamin Menard, 14
Antoine Gauthier, 14
Jean-Baptiste Charron, 14
Arsene Lef~vre, 15
Hilaire Menard, 15
Adolphe Leroux, 15
Isidore Bertrand, 16
Joseph Racicot, 16
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William Lajoie, 16
Timothee Poulin, 17
Thomas Poulin, 17
William Poulin, 17
Napoleon Belanger, 18
Ferdinand Clement, 18
Dorice Belanger, 18
Noe Poulin, 18
Magloire Pou lin. 18
Samuel Gauthier, 19
Jeremie Gau thier, 19
Joseph Lajoie, 20
Magloire Pepin, 20
Modeste Piche, 20
Paul Chalette, 20
Sylvain Leger, 20
Francois Xavier Bougie, 20
Hilaire Chalette, 20
Arthur Chalette, 21
Hercule Lefaivre, 21
Arsene Lacelle, 22
Francois Roy, 22
Camille Lacelle, 22
Godefroi Lambert, 22
Toussaint Beaulne, 22
Frederic Charbonneau, 23
Pierre Desjardins, 23
Olivier Lalande, 23
Napoleon Trepanier, 23
Telesphore Trepanier, 23
Joseph Menard, 23



Mme Hyacinthe Daoust, 24
Felix Daoust, 24
Jean-Baptiste, Daoust, 24
Alfred Brisebois, 24
Honore Massie, 25
Magloire Brisebois, 25
Vincent Lacombe, 26
Lambert Trepanier, 26
Joseph Trepanier, 26
Joseph Poliquin, 26
Alphonse Chenier, 27
Francois Major, 27
Charles Major, 27
Joseph Bourdon, 27
Onesime Bourdon, 27
Joseph McGauvran, 28
John McGauvran, 28
Alexander Kennedy, 29

In the 2nd Concession

Jerome Berube, 15 & 16
Alphonse Belanger, 19
Bernard Cholette, 20
Damien Cholette, 20
Magloire Thibault, 21
Auguste Monpetit, 21 & 22
Alderic Leclair, 22
Damase Charbonneau, 23
Jules Joanette, 23
Gilbert Leclair, 24
Joseph Brieault, 24
Paul Clavel, 25
Onesime Dubois, 25
Isidore Dubois, 25
Joseph Cadieux, 24 & 25
Fabien Lalonde, 26
Theophile Leclair, 26
Amable Huneault, 26
Joseph Bourdon, 27
Onesime Bourdon, 27
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Xavier Gratton, 29
Colin Campbell, 30
Alexandre Campbell, 30
Joseph Chartrand, 30
Alpheus Hillman, 30
Francois Pregent, 30
Thomas Donnegan, 31
Emmanuel Lamarche, 31
Simon Gauthier, 31
RoderickKennedy, 32
Henry Donnegan, 33
Peter Donnegan, 33
Norbert Gauthier, 34
Israel Gau thier, 34
Joseph Picard, 36
Pierre Richer, 36
Adelard Giroux, 36

James McCusker, 27
Joseph Charette, 28
Charles Gratton, 28
Thomas Cragan, 29
Alphonse Preseault, 29
Dan Colligan, 30
John McGusker, 30
Emmanuel Lamarche, 31
Leon Gascon, 3 1
Alfred Raymond, 31
Mathias Desjardins, 32
Justinien Seguin, 32
Gedeon Senecal, 33
Hyacinthe Florent, 34
Benjamin Florent, 34
Jean-Baptiste Florent, 34
Joseph Florent, 34
Isidore Vinette, 35
Jean-Baptiste Fauteux, 35



In the 3rd Concession-

William St. Jules, 3
Regis Paquette, 4 & 5
Israel Leclair, 6
Etienne Huneault, 6
Victor Paquette, 7
John Kingsbury, 7
David Landriault, 8
Alfred Potvin, 8
Alphonse Lamarche, Il
Alexandre Lefaivre, 14
Louis Demers, 14
Laurent Rose, 15
Edouard Co~le, 16
Joseph Huneault, 17
Isaie Lepage, 17
Cherie Lefaivre, 17
Jean-Baptiste Demers, 17

Joseph Montpetit, 18
Alphonse Gagne, 18
Dosithee Monette, 19
Andre Martineau, 19
Isidore Lauzon, 20
Alfred Lauzon, 20
Jean-Baptiste Montpellier, 21
Gatien Montpellier, 21
Bruno Montpetit, 22
Jeremie Plouffe, 23
Jules Sauve, 23
Isidore Chartrand, 24
Jean-Baptiste

Charbonneau, 25
Simon Kirouack, 26
Josiah Smith, 27

Blessing of the Belis

On the 21st November 1905, on the holy day of the Blessed Virgin,
on the invitation of Rev. P. Bedard, we the undersigned, Vicar General of
the Archdiocese of Ottawa, Protonotary Apostolic and Administrator,
have officiated pontifically at the end of the mass, we solemnly blessed
two bells, to be added to those blessed on the 15th August 1895 by the
name of Pierre Thomas and weight 1189 pounds. The first weighing 900
pounds named Clementine and sounds La Dies. The second weighing
600 pounds named Christine and sounds do dies. The three bells make
up the carillon namely Fa Dieze 1189 pounds, La Dieze 883 pounds, and
Do Dieze 582 pounds. The homelist was Rev. Father Onesime Lalonde, a
native of the Parish. Present were a great many parishioners and clergy
who, with the Godparents of the Bells have signed.. _

Louis Tourangeau, Sophronie Tourangeau, Joseph Boileau, Rose Boileau,
Mrs. Adolphe Chevrier, Adolphe Chevrier, Hercule Lefaivre, Dame H.
Lefaivre, Alphonse Preseault, Dame Alphonse Preseault, Dolphis
Chartrand, Claire Gauthier, Emilienne Daoust, Doue Daoust, Victor
Vinet, Dame Lea Vinet, Edouard Proulx, Daniel Charbonneau, Mr.
Daniel Charbonneau Israel Leclair, Alfred Laniel, Lea Laniel, Eldege
Laniel, Emellie Lanie1, Clementine Rouleau, Eusebe Lepage, Cerilda
Bastien, Alphonse Renaud of Montreal, Alice Desjardins, Felix Cote, Paul
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Cadieux, G. Montpelier, Marie Labrosse, Alfred Labrosse, Dame Albert
Gravel, Alexandre Charbonneau, Emma Giroux, Joseph Carriere,
Joseph Meloche son, Emma Preseault, Menesippe Charbonneau, Helene
Meloche, Mme. A.A. Gibeault, A.A. Gibeault, M.D., Vlric Hotte, Mme.
Hotte, Anysie Lalonde, Henry Kemp, Hermas Laniel, J.-O. Routhier, V.G.
Adm., M. Chamberland, ptre; Albert Forget, ptre; Jos. Gascon, ptre; D.
D. Belanger, ptre; L.-P. Montour, ptre.

P. Bedard, ptre-cure

Installation of a Cross

The 7th of October 1904, a Cross was triumphantly canied on a
cart drawn by four horses to Frederic de Repentigny's place. From there
40 seniors carried it to Ferdinand Carriere's place. It was preceded and
followed by a great number of carriages. lt was then planted on the
roadside in front of Ferdinand Carriere's residence. It was a gift from the
Carriere family. The Rev. Father Conrad, Capucin, had received from his
Holiness Monsignor J .T. Hamel, Archbishop of Ottawa, 40 days
indulgences for anyone who would pray before this Cross, and gave a
magnificent homily. The people said many prayers all during the
ceremony and ail along the route from the church to the installation and
the Choir sang religious songs.

P. Bedard, ptre. cure
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APPENDIX

About 10 years ago my brother, Peter Lefaivre of Ottawa, was given a copy ofthis
Souvenir Album by a friend. The original is entirely in French. Knowing my interest in
our family history and aware of aH the research l have been doing, he mailed me a copy.
The original size ofthis Album is 6 x 9 inches. Unfortunately, the photos which appeared
in the copy were not very clear and lost more oftheir clarity with further reproduction. l
have tried to obtain a copy of the original, but have not been successful.

ln AprillMay 1995, l was very pleased to visit my hometown, Ottawa. My main
purpose being family research, where my father and grandparents had lived - Lefaivre &
Fournier. On dne ofmy visits to Lefaivre, the CBC Radio Canada was filming the mass
and l was in Ottawa for Mothers' Day when it was aired. Lefaivre today is a very preny,
cIean village, less than an hour drive from Ottawa, situated on the Shore of the Ottawa
River. l had not been there since a young child in the 30's when my Grandmother went to
visit relatives. My Aunt Marguerite, my father's sister, went with me to her hometown
and was a fountain of information, recalling aH her happy memories of her childhood. She
had attended the "Filles de la Sagesse" and spoke lovingly ofher school days there. We
met for the fust time Francoise Yelle, second cousins, and my Aunt acted as interpreter
for me. Like aU good geneaJogists, l had a "field day" visiting the very well-kept
Cemetery. Lefaivre has its own Library. The Librarian was very helpful and the
townspeople very pleasant.

My trip would not have been complete without visiting the National Archives &
Library, the Ottawa Archives and the Hawkesbury Library. A special thank you to
everyone for making my visit so successful.and enjoyable. l shaH be sending copies, both
in English & French to these aforementioned including the Ottawa Branch & OGS.

If anyone has snapshots of the people and town ofLefaivre, l would appreciate. . .
recelvmg copIes.

Many thanks to Nonnan Lefaivre, Edmonton, member of Societe Genealogique
du Nord-Ouest, Edmonton, for translating this Souvenir Album.

Mrs. Marie Estelle Thompson nee Lefaivre
8316 - 143 Ave., Edmonton, AB T5E 2G8
Fax (403) 478-0029
Email: eaglecre@sprynet.com


