
Politics
With tongue in cheek, old timers will tell you that Cardinal was

incorporated by holding a horse raCe to ra,i5e the population to the 750
required by law for incorporation. In all probab1llity the hor~ races were
held as a celebration for the occasion. As early as 1878, William Stitt had
been appointed by the county council to t'ake a census with a view to
incorporating the village. At the November meeting of the council that
same year, a by-law was passed "to erect the villa,ge of Edwardsburg into
a corporate village."

Up to the time of incorporation the viUage had officially been
known as Edwardsburg but at various times had been known as Point
Cardinal, Munro's Point and Port Elgin; with incorporation the official
name became Cardinal.

J. C. Irvine was the first reeve and that year was elected warden
of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville. The village council was
made up of J'ames McLatchie, James Thompson, John Gray and Andrew
McPherson w1th John F. Graham as village clerk. They met for the first
time on the 24th of January 1880.

On January 17, 1881 the council me,t in the International Hotel
with the following men in office: James Thompson-Reeve, John Graham
Town Clerk, John Leacy, Martin Le'acy, Samuel Heenan· ,and James Mc
Latchie as councillors. William Dillon was appointed to the position of
pound keeper, health and fire inspeotor, .and road maJSter at a salary of
$2.50 per week. Andrew McPherson was treasur'er and Mathew Kavanaugh,
assessor, at salaries of five and seven dollars respectively. Allen Cameron
and John Reid were' named auditors and W Dillon, Michael Sull'ivan,
George Strange and Alex Jackson were fence viewers.

It was this second council who passed a by-Joaw to gravel the Nine
Mile Road from the Village to the Grand Trunk station and to lay Iii six
foot plank crossing, at the head of Henry, Wdlliam and Lewis Streets on
Dundas. This was to replace cedar walks which must have been laro
corduroy style to enable pedestrirans to cross the muddy streets. In 1893
it became unlawful to ride or drive on the sidewalk, and in December of
1902 it was decided to build a granoliJthic sidewalk six feet wide on the
Main Street.

The year 1886 saw the expenditulle of $3000.000 for a town hall.
This was built on property purchased from Margaret E. Monahan and
debentures were '~ssued at $150.00 each. A lock-up was established und-er
the town hall to shelter vagrants and inebriates.

Each landowner was required to give a number of hours per year
for the upkeep of roads. This was known as statutory labour and one had
to be exempted by council. Thls was the case of the widow of James .Jelly
man, preventative officer, who in 1865 was exempt from such labour by
the townsh:ilp couIllCil.

Council in the year 1886 passed a by-law which had the clerk post
notices in three public places. These notices sil:ated "that part'~es obstruct-
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Reeve George R.. Brown-1967
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ing public places; playing ball or l>acrosse in the street; loitering; or
. eeping out their dirty papers or other dirt such as to 'cause a nuisance

will be prosecuted."

The riding of South Grenville was represented in the government
of Canada by Mr. W. T. Benson followed by Mr. Wa-lter P. Shanly, who
was member at the tiJme of Confederation in 1867. Dr. J. D. Reid w:as
member of parliament when he left the Canada Starch Company in 1901.
Since then redistribution has taken place and CardinalI is now represented
in the Dooninion and Provincial governments by Mrs. J,ean Wadds and Mr.
Fre<! Cass, who represent the counties of Grenville and Dundas.

During the years the following men have served as Reeves on the
CardiIlJa] CouDclil:-

1880
1881-67
1888
1890-91
1892-94
1894-95
1895-1900
1901-03
1903-05
1905-08
1909
1910-11 ~

1911-15
1916-19
1919
1919-41
1941-46
1947-48
1949-51
1952-55
1955

James Irvine
James Thompson
John Reid
James Thompson
John H. Leacy
Dr. Duncan GOVI
R. B. Dowsley
John Kavanaugh
Hugh McArthur
John Kavanaugh
W. P. Walker
Wm. E. Burchill
Edward A. Cook
John F. Harries
G. Arthur Payne
W. P. Welker
H. V. Redden
A. C. Casselma:n
Frank Dodge
A. C. Casselman
George R. Bro,wn

In 1967 George Brown became Warden of the United Counties of
Leed" and Grenville. W. P. Walker had attained this honour while holding
the ofHce of Reeve of the Village, as had James Irvine during his tenure
of offioce.

Clerks who have served the Villag,e are ras follows:-

1880 John F. Graham
1~6~5 Chu. P. G~~ocd

1895-98 Ceo. E. Hughes
1898-D3 W. H. Sweet
1903-19 Matthew Kavanaugh
1919-39 Walter Kiings,ton
1'939-56 John 8im
1956 Winn~ifred Strader
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Walter Shanly, :M.P.P. and M.P., Riding South Grenville, at time of
Confederation.
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The Canada Starch
Company

Hugh Munro re'alizing the potential of the water power on his
door-step, had before 1834 built a grist mill and 'a mill for the spinning
and carding of yarn on the property known as Point Cardinal, Or Munro's
Point. The property changed hands and Martin Casselman the second
owner turned it over to James Jessup.

W. T. Benson in lookting for a place to locate his Stairch Company
realized the value of such a strategically situated site. It had water power
for processing and docking facilities for the import of raw materials and
the export of the finished product.

The original fa'ctory w,as erected on the bank of the old Galops
Canal where the present feed house stands. Its one building had a ca'pac.iJty
of 200 bushels a day, and the corn was raised to the tower by means of a
horse and bucket buggy. East of the f'actory Mr. Benson erected a saw
mill and a box and barrel factory.

It was from these small beginnings that the Canada Starch came
into being. The orig.inal founder, along ',,;,ith his partner Thomoas Aspden,
owned and operated the Company until 1865 when it became incorpora.ted
as the Edwardsburg Starch Company. In 1906 the Edwardsburg Starch
Company, the Brantford Starch Works, and the Imperi'al Starch Company
of Prescott were incorporated to fonn the Canada Starch Company. The
Company in larter years became associated with Corn Products Inter
national, 'and has merged with Best Foods to enlarge its scope in tbe food
industry.

The Benson family were for many years an integral part of the
community. After the death of W. T. Benson his wile cont'ilnued to live
at the homestead until her death in 1908. With the removal of the head
office to Montreal, the family moved to the city, but retained their interest
dl the community. In 1922 the homestead and grounds were sold to the
VillJage for use as a ContionuatJion School.

No attempt has been made to cover in detail the growth of The
Canada Starch Company from its humble beginning in 1858 to its present
status· as this is covered in the historical record of tht Company by Mr.
G. F. BellJson. It is worthwhile to relate extracts from Mr. Benson's book,
as they influenced either directly, or indJirectly, the growth of the Village.

On October 11th, 1874, John Reid (General Manager) sent the
following telegram to Mr. Benson "Sorry to inform you starch factory,
saw mill, burned to ashes-grist mill saved".

In 1875 the fiJrst elevator wa,s built with a capacity of 50,000 bushels.
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An artist's co'nception

Canada Corn Starch Works, Edwardsburg, Canada ''''est, original plant,
1858
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The old locks, the flume apd _ me of tbe old buU " g of The Canada Starch
Company and former cu toms hOU5 fl front).

W. . JlemoD, Fo oder. I 58
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The Canada Starch Company.

The first Glu'Cose factory at Oardinal was built in 1881, and began
operations ilIl February 1882.

In 1882 the Company bum 6 double seml-detached cottages at
the cost of $800.00 each, which were dismantled in 1965·66 to make way
for the parking lot, which now exists on the north Slide of James Street.

In 1887 S. Riehm-ire was enga,ged to cart the company's products
from the Plant to the Station-$2.121/z per day for a' double team. In that
year also the Company built the large frame house across from the Angli
can Church (for Mr. HaultaJi'n, Office Manager) at 'a cost of $1100.00.

1n May 1891 electric lights were introduced 1nto the Plant at
Cardinal. The contract was let to the Edison Electnic Company at a cost
of $1950.00 Up to that time the Plant had been lit by lamps and lanterns,
with a coal oil cost of about $100.00 a year.

In 1891 the grind rate· had reaiChed 440 bushels per day, but due
to the dullness of the trade the grind was reduced to 180 bushels per day,
>and the Glucose factory was closed entirely,

1n October 1891 the Village Council asked the Company to supply
them with 9 arc lights for 250 nights per year which was dont at a cost
of $40.00 a year per liJght.

Up to 1892 the Company had burned only cord wood in their boilers,
and 1893 saw the start oJ the use at soft coal as a Juel.

The Glucose plant was r,eopened in 1894, and this business ex
panded with great rapidity as by 1899 the Plant was making over 8,000,000
Ibs. ann ually. .,
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In 1895 the level of water in the St. Lawrence was so low that
the Company pupchased an auxiliary s'team engine to pump water, and it
was in th'i·s year that an arrangement was made with the Village of Cardinal
to supply the Viillage with water.

Prior to 1897 all correspondence was hand written, and the first
typewriter was purchased in November 1897.

"February 10th, 1898-Because of the muddy condition of both the
canal and river water due to the dr,edging operations being carried on by
the Dominion Government in connection with the'ir proposed enlargement
of the Cardinal ca,nal, it was decided to erect a large water tank with a
capacity of 100,000 gallons, and filtePing capacity to take care of the water
requirements of the plant".

The bU'ilding of the new canal affected not only the vma..ge, but
the Plant, and the following paragra'ph is quoted in ~ts entirety from Mr.
Benson's book.

"In th~ latter part of 1898 the Company was ,advised by the Govern
ment that they would hav,e to withdraw the water from the Cardinal Canal
for a considenble period, preparatory to the opening of the new Galops
Canal. It was at this time suggested by us that to permit us to operate our
Plant, the Government would have to open our tad race to the river by cut
ting an opening in the bank below Lock No. 26, and constructing a dam
to separa.te the old canal from the new canal under construction. Before
this work w,a'S l1i!nished the plant was c!os,ed down for a Hme' but by the
end of December 1898 the opening to the river was completed, and
the lock closed, so that navigation to our elevator wharf and coal dock was
only possible direct from the River St. Lawrence. The completion of the
new can.al necessitated many changes in the Village of C\1lfdinal, as the
Village was left on an island between the new canal cut and the St.
Lawrence R'iver, and the main highway had to run On the north side of the
new canad, whereas fonnerly the old highway ran along Dundas Street
directly through the Village, right in front of Dillon's Hotel This made
the erection of a bridge necessary, and the first bddge used was brought
by the Government from Sault Ste. Marie and erected about May 1900, this
bridge .a'cross the canwl being about 500 feet €ast of the site of the present
bridge. The new canal 'Wa'S opened for traffic May 14, 1901".

1899 w.as a booming year and the Plant increased the gl'ind to 2500
bushels per day.

The new Glucose plant and Feed house were completely destroyed
by fire on April 8th, 1900, and were immediately rebuilt.

Some of the more prominent employees, other than the Benson
Fa.m~ly, who were associated with the Company in the early da,ys and up to
the turn of the century are:-Martin Leacy, Samuel Henon, Walter Shanly·
John Reid, John D. Reid, Ma.tthew Sim, John McGarrell, John Flynn, Henry
Muxfeldt, Matthew Kavanaugh, Willia.m Emond, and others, who doubt
lessly have been inadvertently overlooked.
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Lodges and Organizations
The fraternal lodge was a distinct part of the social life of the

community before the advent of the automobile and the television !'jet.
Most lodges were of a fraternal nature while some were tinged wirth

a rel'~gious fervour.
No attempt has been made to list these by importance, or by

,chronological sequence.

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF UNITED WORKMEN

The origin of this lodge is lost in the annals of Cardinal. It was
known to be in existence prior to 1880, and is 'the first lodge of which there
is any record. At one time members met in the hall over the Toronto
Dominion Bank, and later moved to the Dodge Hall on the east sIdc of
BI1idge Street, where it shared the premises With several other lodges.

This lodge as well t1lS being a fraternal organization carried an in
surance benefit, which on his death was paid to the member's family. The
lodge ceased to function lin 1917.

CHOSEN FRIENDS No. 427

The Cardinal Counevl No, 427 of the Canadian Order of Chos€n
Friends appears to have started 'in 1898. This was a lodge for both men
and women· and it >is not now known who the charter members were.

This lodge also met ovm the b,)nk and ,shared the hall over Dodge's
wa.rehouse On the east side of Bridge Street with the Ancient Order of
United Workmen and tn,e Orange- and True Blue Lodges.

Lodge meetings were discontinued during the First World War and
at that tirrne Mrs. .Tohn VanCamp was the chief Councillor and Mr, W. O. N.
fletcher was secretary.

Thils lodge, like the AO of UW, had a life insurance policy on each
roember and records were mali:ntained until 1946, when the minute books
and Charter were returned to Headquarters at Hamilton.

MASONIC ORDER

Cardinal Lodg,e No, 491, AF and AM, the masonic order which cuts
across religiol1sand racial barriers was instituted on March 25th, 1909, in
the present Lodge rooms, whilch are over the Ransom Block. Officers from
Prescott, Cornwall, Iroquois, and Russell, made up the· first Lodge, with .J.
F. Graham of Prescott be-iing the first Worshipful Master. First members to
be initiated were E. .J. Wormington, G. F. Van Camp, Elgin McLaughlin,
and A. E. Eastman.

Five past Masters of the Lodge have been made District Deputy
Grand Masters i,e., E. .T. Wormington, Dr. John Locke, W. T. Kingston, .J.
C. Sim, and T. E. Amell.

The WorshiJpful Master for the year 1966-67 is Edward McQuade.
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LOYAL ORANGE LODGE No. 162
The Loyal Orange Lodge, with it's devotion to the crown, is one

of the oldest lodges and One of the few still 'iIn existence in Cardinal. It
was organized in 1892 Wli!th William Stitt as Worshipful Miaster and in
this office he continued unUI 1896. George Robinson held the post of
Worshipful Master from 1897 to 1903. The first three meetings of the lodge
were held in a hall owned by Herbert Hawley, situat'ed on the land where
Lloyd Morris' house now stands. The lodge room was chan'ged to a room
over Fred Emmon's furnbture store, and in 1895 moved again, this time
into a haH ov,er the present Francis O'Bni:en grocery store. As with most
other lodges, the meetings in 1900 were held in the hall over the Toronto
Dominion Bank, moving again in 1909 to the hall over E. V. Dodges Feed
warehouse.

In affiliation with the Loyal True Blue Lodge, they purchased the
Jolm Jackson building at the corner of Dund'as and Henry Streebs in 1930,
Where, at the present 'time, these lodges arE' stilll meeting.

Four past masters have become County Past Masters; J. A. Hicks,
W. P. Kingston, G€orge Keeler, and Clarence Van Camp. Garnet Arm
strong holds the position of Worshipful Master for the year 1967.

LOYAL TRUE BLUE LODGE No. 355
The local chapter was organized on February 13th., 1920· under

the D.D.G.M. Sister, H. B. Sanford, with the installation of Mrs. Hazel
Crawford as Worshipful Mistress.

InitiaUy the Lodge held its meetings in the upper part of the build
ing owned by E. V. Dodge and Sons on the east side of Bridge Street, and
which is flOW an apartment.

In 1930 the True· Blue Lodge joined wtth the Orange Lodge tu pur
chase the John J'ackson building and moved to their new quarters above
the store where the members still meet.

Five persons from this Lodge have been either District Grand Mis
tresses, or Masters, Le., Archie Levere, Andrew C. Workman, Mrs. Addie
Steele, Mrs. Betty Sisty, and Mrs. Dorothy Irving.

WorsMpful Master for 1967 is Stanley Bel1ange·r.

I.O.O.F. No. 338
Local Lodge No. 338 was instituted in 1901, with Lodge being held

in the hall over what 'is now the Toronto-Dominion Ba.nk.
Shortly after this, the Lodge was moved to the east hall over what is

now the C. A. Ransom Block.
The first Noble Grand was Mr. William Bettie (River Road West).
This Lodge was honoured in 1936 by having on2 of its members,

W. T. K!ingston, being elected as the Grand Master ()f the Gra-nd Lodge of
Ontario.

A dechne in membership forced the Lodge to surrender its Charter
in 1961, with some of the remaining members going to Lodge art Iroquois.
Tl1\~ incumbent Noble Grand at the time of dissolution was William Powell.

This Lodge along with ~ts sister Lodge, the Rebekahs will be remem·
bered for its decoration each year of the local cemeteries.

WILLOW REBEKAH LODGE No. 145
Thils Lodge was affiliated with thE' roOF and started in Oard'inal
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October 2, 1955, looking South from elevator, points of Lotus Island on left,
Lalonde Island on right.

in May, 1914. The Lodge was for women and male members of the Odd
fellows.

The first Noble Grand was Mrs. E. P (Vina) Grant, who at time of
writing is now resid'ing in Ottawa.

Mrs. John (Gladys) MacDonald was Noble Grand in 1962-;- ,vhen Lodge
ceased, due to lack ()f membership and interest. ThE' remaining members
aft1iliated with sister lodges in eiJther Prescott Or Morrisburg.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The early affiliation of members of the K of C was with the Brock

ville Council.
In 1962 a K of C was formed in Cardinal, with Garnet Gilligan as

president. This Club was affiliated with the Kemptville Council and met
in the hall formerly occupied by the lOOF in the Ransom Block.

The Club disbanded in 1966 and its members transfeI'red to the
Prescott Council.

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

1I'his organization was formed in Cardina'l in 1925, with Mrs. E.
Schmidlin servmg as its first president.

This orgaD'ization has contributed to all worthwhile causes, and are
a source of strength in the community.

When first organized, the W.I. met in the- Orange Hal'l, but now
have their Own meeting place in the town hall. One of the'i'r projects is
mauntaining a 'chronologi1cal history of main events in the Village.

LOCAL FOOD PROCESSORS UNION-LOCAL 483
(A.F.L. - C.I,O. - C.L.C.)

United Food Processors Union, Local No.1, was organiz.ed by E. H.
Raycroft in 1943, and chartered by -the Canadian Congress of Labour. Mr.
Raycroft was also the first President.
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In 1946 the union affil'jlated with the Rebail Wholesale and Depart
ment Store Union of America, and thus became United Food Processors
Union, Local 483· R.W. and D.S.U.

Throughout the life of the Un~on the membership has backed many
community enterprises, and the executive have supported drives by other
organizations in canvassing plant personnel for subscriptions, and have
taken an adive part '~n all community -a,ffairs.

Cardinal is known for miles around for its annual Labour Day cele·
brations, the h:iJghlight of wbich is the grand parade consLsting of many
~ands and fl()ats. The day consists of sports for the children in the morn
ing, the parade in the afternoon followed by horse races and ball games,
and fireworks and a dance in the evening.

Past Pres~dents have been: E. H. Raycroft, E. Dallaire, F. Procyk, W.
Deschamps, J. Murr.ay, J. Roode, with Ron Patrick as the President in
1967.

CANM.HAN CORPS
The local branch of the Canadian Corps was started in 1935, with T.

Townsend as president. During the Second World War this organization
was very active in raising money to send cigar,ettes and treats to men on
active service. On the 25th of November, 1947, the Corps offic~ally receiv
ed its Charter and became known as Unit 116.

In 1946 and 47 the Corps purchas·ed the farm of Tom McCrobie
and turned it into a sub-division, now known as The Canadjlan Corps Sub
division.

This was followed by the building of the club house in 1948 since
converted into apartments.

In the late 50's and early 60's the membership declined to the point
that further operations were not feasible, and the Corps surrendered its
Charter in 1964, with the last president being Mr. Ed. lJiezert.

Branch 105 Canadian Legion
Subs.equent to World War 1, the Great War Veteran's Association

wa's formed in Cardinal. This Association continued as such until 1927, when
the Leg~on in Canada was organized, and the local Veterans re-organized
to become Branch 105 of the Canadian Legion. The Branch offioially 'came
mto being on June 27th, 1927, with Wm. Amell as the firrst President.

The local Branch had its first meeting in what was known as the
Sample Room (now John Armstrong's Meat MarkEt), and met there for
some time. Later they met in the Town Hall. In the thirt'ies, meetings were
held in the various homes and ,about the tilIne of the Second World War,
meebings were held in the local Anglican Church PariSh Hall. This con
tinued until 1949.

In the early days the Branch operated an open air rink and was
also able to lead off the fund mising campaign for a covered rink by
donating $1,000.00. In 1931 the Branch jdined with the Village Council and
held the Nrst Armistice Day Service in the town.

During the Second World War the Branch joined in the Legion
Buckshee FlUld dr~ve, and sent cigarettes to the men of the Village who
were serving overseas, and began to prepare itself for the post war period.
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Legionaires cleaning up the R. J.'-pearce property after
its purchase in 1948.

The new Legion Building after the Seawa.v (about 1961)
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All efforts were turned to the great bask of helping the returning Veterans
settle in civlilian lb" once more.

In 1948 the Branch purchased the buildings of R J. PeaI'ce on the
river bank, and commenced remodell'i'ng the house into club rooms, and
turning the surrounding land into a community park.

Witb the com~ng of the Seaway the Bmnch was forced to move,
and the new Legion Hall was completed in December 1957.

As the membe-rship and community activities increased more space
was required in the auditorium section for banquets and meetin.gs of other
organizations. An addition to the south side was constructed mcreasing
the size of the banquet haH by 50 percent.

'The Legion has been instrumental in o.rganizing. sponsoring and
leading all phases of m~nor sports, cubs, scouts, and other community
projects, as well as welfare work for the poor and needy; and at time of
writing is spearheading the new commun]ty centre wtith a pledge of
$10,000.00 towards 'Construction.

President for the year 1967 is Mallory Harper.

Religious Lile
Four Cardina,l born men, with their minds above the material things

of life, took up vocations in the ministry and priesthood.
Rev. George Richmire, Son of the late- Mr. and Mrs. Simon Richmire,

became a minist'er of the United Church, and is now a resident of Cali·
fornia.

Monsignor Edward E. Leacy, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Patrick
Leacy, is Par1sh Priest of St. Patrick's Church in Nrapanee.

Father John Buckley, son of the late Trmolhy Buckley and Mrs.
Buckley, was the unfortunate victim of an automobile accid'ent on October
14th, 1964, and is buri'ed lin Sacred Heart cemetery in Cardinal. At the
time of his death he was Parish Priest al St. Joseph's Chur'Cb in Belleville.

Reverend Howard Mcilveen· son of the larte George Mcilveen and
Mrs. McIlveen took up the ministry in the Presbyterian Church, and is
now at Evang,el Hall 'rn downtown Toronto, where much of his work is
among the poor and indigent.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

In the 1820's the're were three ministers in the Presbytery ()f Brock
ville, and the~e Clergymen supervised the work of the Church over R very
large area, and were responsible for the establishment of the numerous
Presbyterian congregations in eastern Ontario.

'The Reverends- WiIli:am Smart and William Boyd were responsible
for the founding of three Churches in the Townsh~p of Edwardsburg,
namely, Spencers Mill (Spencerville), the "Log Church" at Ramsey Cor
ners (Mainsville), and the "Front Church" at Port Elgin (Oa,rdinal).

Prior to the actual establishment of the congregation, in 1835,
Reverend William Boyd started a mission station in 1825, in a small
wooden school house, that stood in the vi1cinity of where Hector Smith's
house now stands, a mile and a half east of Cardinal.
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81. Andrew's Presbyterian Church

st. Paul's Anglican Church
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Former Anglican Church 1% miles East of the village) and Cemetery.

ln 1826 a small stone Church was built in Cardinal, on a site imme
diately behind thc present Church. Th1s Church was very similar to the
Presbyterian Church at Mainsville, and to the drawing of the Episcopal
Methodist Church shown elsewhere in this history.

The present Church was built in 1877 and dedicated the same year.
Early pictures of the present Church reveal a beautiful tall spire, which
was hit by lightning in 1911. Following the storm it was decidw to reduce
the spire to the present tower. At the time of the Golden Jubilee of the
pl'esent Church· 1927, the Church was completely renovated. In 1952 the
Church was again r,edecorated, and it/: was at this time that the stained
glass windows were installed.

The present minister is the Rev. R. W. Johnson.

ANGLICAN CHURCH HISTORY

Situated on the Provinc,ial Highway No.2, 1% miles below the ViII
lage of Cardinal, stands an old ruined tower, surrounded by a cemetery.
The ruin 'is the remains of old St. Paul's Church, Edwardsburg, pred,ecessor
of the Church of England, in the VH1age of Card1ina1. A deed found at the
Registry Office at Prescott shows that on October 4th, 1827, Col. Ri:chard
Duncan Fraser transferred to Charles James Stewart, Lord Bishop of Que
bec, for the sum of five shillings, "a piece of land being east 3 acres of Lot
1, in Concession 1, Edwardsburg, in trust, to the use af the Church· and
for the use of said Church fOI'ever."

This piece of land is now used for the purpose of Chur,ch of Eng
land burials and the old tower stands in the north centre.

In 1872, work was commenced on the building of the new St. Paul's
Church on a piece of land donated by the late Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Benson.
History records, that in the late fall of 1872, a violent wind storm carried
away the uncompleted roof of the new building, but in spite of this draw-
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St. John's United Church The Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Church

back the church was completed in 1873, dedilcated and opened for Divine
Worship.

In 1933 the Church of St. Paul observed its jubilee, for that occas
sIon the chw-ch h~d been re-decor~ted, new chancel furniture and new pe,ws
placed 'in positio'n, free from debt, through the generosity of the congre
gation and of friends who at one time had worshipped in the church.

Since that date there has been added a new altar and sanctuary dec
oration by the Kingston family of Prescott, as a memorial to the late W. T.
K:ingston, who, for twenty-five ye·3.rs was an indefatigable worker at St.
Paul's.

In 1959 the new p~rish hall was completed.
The present mintster is Rev. J. C. Riesberry.

UNITED CHURCH

The present United Church was originally made up from two
Methodist congregations.

The Episcopal Methodists Church· which was built about 1851, was
a small stone Church, which stood on the sit~ of Wilfred Coons' present
house, and in fact, the rafters and roof boards of Wilfred Coons' house
were the rafters and roof boards from the old Church, when it was torn
down in the early 1900's. The Wesleyan Methodists held their services in a
small stone Church, about a mile "vest of Cardinal, which stood on a site
a f,ew yards west of the house presently occupi1ed by the Ea:rl Fletchers.
The Manse for this church is the brick house now owned by Mr. Thomas
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Free Methodist Church

Lucas, which is about a quarter of a mile east of where the old Church once
stood.

It is not known what happened to the old Wesleyan Methodist
Church, but early records indicate that the two congregations united, met
for a few years in the Old Episcopal Methodist Church in Cardinal, and then
built their new Church in 1893. It ios interesting to note that on the day
of d-edication (March 13th, 1893), the Church had been completely paid for,
the result of each family subscribing $10.00 a year for the three years
previous.

The chandelier which still hangs in the sanctuary was One of the
things of which the peop['e were particu],arly proud. It was equipped with
coal oil lamps, and had a pulley whiJch .raised it up and down.

In 1925, the congrega~ion entered Union, and became St. John's
United Church.

In 1964 a further addition was made to the Sunday School· the
Church entry.

Rev. Robert Pentinga is the present Mrnister.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

BMore building a church in 1875 the parishioners 'attend-ed services
either at Dixon's Corners, Ontario, or Rev, Father Meade would drive from
Mariatown, near Morrisburg and oelebrate Mass in the residences of the
local parishioners.
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The former Free Methodist Church, now the Cregmile Apartments

Through the efforts of Rev. O'Donnell, P.P. of Prescott and his suc
cessor, Rev. Father Masterson, P.P., the present church was erected in
1875. W. G. Benson donated the land at the corner of John and Middle
Street.

'The edifice, a brick structure 50 x 36 ft. the design "from the hand"
of James Dowsley, the contractor was Thomas Russell of Morrisburg.
Church Officers for 1878 were R. P. McMillan, Lawrenoe Byrne, C. F. Far
ley. Wm. Dillon. Rev. John Masterson administered to this mission for 48
years.

In 1923 it became a Parish, Rev. Father Gorman was the first Parish
Priest, succeeded by Rev'. M. E. James.

In 1947, (the 25th Anniversary) the parishioners and friends re
decorated the church. Stained glass windows and a pipe organ were
installed, with paintHngs being done by the late Rev. Sister Cornilius· a
noted artist of Montreal.

Father H. W. Wiley was PariJsh pr,iest from 1950-1963, when he was
succeeded by the present Parish priest, Rev. J. E. Trainor,
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ThePentecosta] Church

FREE METHODIST CHURCH
With the amalgamation of Wesleyan and Episcopal congregations

of the Methodist Church a,round 1895 and their removal to the present
United Church location, the Free MethodJist movement took over the old
stone church on the Wilfred Coon property. These MethodJists were fo]
lowers of Bishop Horner, and lateJ' beoame known as the Holiness move
ment.

Shortly after the turn of the century the church was demolished
and the congregation moved to a frame church on East Street, now the
Robert Cregmile apartments. In 1956 the new church was built On the
Shanly Road and is now ministered to by the Rev. T. J. Riddall.

PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
In the yea.r 1930 the Pentecostal Church organized to fo.rm a con

gregation and met in a room above McLatchie's machine shop, now the
Redden Apartments opposite the Be-nson Public School. In 1943 the con
gregation purchased the James Bush buildling, and since have worshipped
in this builcling on Dundas at Bridge Street, with Rev. John Newton as
the present minister.
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Cemeteries

As body snatching was quite preV'alent prior to the turn of the
century, the history of the cemeteries is varied and unique. It was not
uncommon to bury the next of kin in the back yard, or in a convenient
place close to the house, and leave the body there for a goodly number of
years until interment in a cemetery.

The Anglican Cemetery was established 'along with the former An
gUcan Church <lbout 1827.28, and is still being used as such.

,The Presbyterian Ceme.tery just east of the present Church was
established about 1827, and was th-e burying grounds for both Presby
terians and some Methodists, until it was closed in 1897. Other Methodists
were bwied at Prescott, Mainsvillle· and Point Iroquois. In 1897 the Pres
byterian and Methodist congregations jaintly bought the present ceme
teries east of the Village.

It is worth noting that in the mid-180's there was an epidemic of
cholera (ships fever, or bl<lck plague, as it was called ,in those days) among a
shipload of immigrants, and some of those who died were buried at the
south end of the old Presbytef1ian Cemetery, and the others behind the
vault in the Anglican Cemetery.

Prior to 1892, when the present Roman Catholic Cemetery was es
tablished below Cardinal, the Roman Catholics were buried in Prescott and
Dixons Corners.

The digging of the new canal (1897) created much consternation, as
many bodies both Presbyteri'an and Methodist, which had been buried at
the re<lr of the old Presbyterian Cemete,ry, had to be removed to the new
cemeteri'es, along with head stones, foot stones, etc. As there was no
registry of graves in those days some unknown and unmarked graves were
dug up by the steam shovels, and these remains were also interred in the

new cemeteries.

Prior to 1930 the maintenance of the plots at all cemeteries was
more or less left up to the indiv,jdual f,a;mily, or next of kin. At that time
the I'esp::.cti'Ve churches organized formal cemetery boards, who took over
the proper maintenance of their respec~ive cem-eteries· and haNe continued

to do so.
P.a.ge Seventy-Four



Sports

Players, etc., shown are: top row left Ito right~F. Wonnington, ,0. Poaps,
R. Houston, Mr. Flynn, J. Bennett, G. Emond, H. Knudson, oR. Worrington,
J. O'Brien. Middle Row: H.Camerou· The Championship Cup, W. Hughes

Bottom Row: 'Callen F. Bowden, F. Amell

,Horseracing, the Sport of Kings, has undoubtedly been one of the
most enduring sports in Cardinal. Cardinal has never been without a race
track, good race horses 'and a strong raci.ng fraternity. Probably the most
renowned horse was Molly Hal, o,wned by Fred Gaylord in the early 1920's.

One race track was located at the east end of the Village where the
Benson sub-d~vision is locate-d. In 1919, it had to be moved to its present
locati~n north of Highway No. 2 as the Company was preparing to build
the brick cottages on Benson Street.

In Winler, the Sunday afternoon was highlighted by a cutter ride
On the old canal wilh the inevitable race. After the building of the new
canal scheduled horse and cutter races were held there to the" delight and
entertainment of the village.

IThe old Indian gilme of lacrosse was a favourite with the early
vriUagers. The playing field was behind the house now inhabited by Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Marirn - at that 'time it was owned by the Cameron family. The
rivalry between the neighbouring \'Iillages was intense-it is reported that
Prescott used Oaughnawaga Indians, who were enticed to play with the
Prescott team - the gory results can easily be j!magJined.

Lacrosse was played intermittently for years until box lacrosse took
over in the Memorial Arena, in the early 1930's, and then, the game slowly
died away.
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CARDINAL'S TOWN HOCKEY TEAM
Top Row: ,F. Wormington, R. W.j Wm. Ufford Pt.j J. E. Armstrong, Mgr.,
F. Feader Pt., Centre Row: S. Dillon, Goal; F. Gill C.; S. Armstrong, Mascottj
W. R. Caldwell, C.Pt.; L. English, L. W.; Bottom Row: George McIlveen Pt.;

H. Sayeau, Rover.

Baseball was played on the same field as la'Crosse and later the base
ball diamond was moved to what iJs now the northern end of Benson Avenue
and subsequently to the sports field at the race track.

It is not known when organized ball between neighbouring towns
first was played, but it is known that Cardinal won the PreS(:()tt Citizen
trophy for baseball in 1891, when they defeated Canton, New York.

The first St. Lawrence Baseball League was formed in 1913, and
consisted of teams from Cardinal, Iroquois· KemptviUe, and Spencerville.
However, exhibition games had been played for many years previously
among these four villages, and also Prescott and Ogdensburg.

Cardinal won the league championship th'at Hirst year (1913), but
had to waJit until 1941 to win it agaJn. Subsequent league championships
were won in 1946 and 1954.

The first leagu-e championship, in 1913, aIso saw the first use of
cars for transportation - it was for the final game only, between Q.l,l'dinal
and Kemptville, two cars were hired from Morrisburg 'and one from Pres
cott, reducing the usual, one-way, six hour horse and wagon trip to a mere
two hour car ride I

The demise of baseball came around 1956, when softball and fastball
took over.

Not only have Cardinal r,esidents always been tremendous hockey
fans, but the male population have always been great participants. Teams
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1946 ST. LAWRENCE DISTRICT BASEBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
From left to right, Back Row: E. Merkley, A. Pontbriand, F. Lampson, G.
O'Brien, H. Peters, H. Cameron' E. Mason, J. Pontbriand, A. Levere, W.
Gamble, B. Shortt. Sitting: F. Sweeney, Tye Little, J. Reid, B. Murray, J.

Bennett, J. Miron, Jock Shortt.

Cardinal Junior Hockey Club, Central Ottawa Valley Lea, Champions
and Citizen Shield winners, 1943; top, B. Shortt, See·y-Treas.; J. Doyle. Def.;
W. Smaill, r.w.; A. Halliday, def.; F. O'Brien, de£.; C. Lev ~, def.' E. GiJ1,
centre; J. Pontbriand, coach and mgr.; Botton), E.Clifford, m scot; J.
Daoust, SUb. goal; J. Crawford, r.w.; B. Ower., entre; H. Peters, tw.; J.

Daoust, tw.; W. Peters, lw.; arp'r, goal.
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BOX SHOP HOCKEY TEAM
Back Row: Left to Right: John 'Crawford- John Sims, Harold Boyer, Wm.
Cummings. Middle Row: Left to Right Shanly Willowby, Alfred KnudsOO1,
Art Levere. Seated: Left to ,Right: Harold Cameron Sr. and Same Robinson.

p),ayed on the frozen canals and at various open ail' rinks, One of the early
rinks was located on Victori'a Street, where the- houses of F, O'Brien to J,
Armstrong are now, Teams went by horse-drawn sleigh to Prescott, Iro
quois· Brinston, Dixon's Corners and Spencerville, and as far away as
Aultsville (now Ingleside1. The l'atter tnip would start in the early after
noon, the team would eat theil' supper at Aultsville, and then leave for
home after the game, arriving in the wee hours of the next morning.

P.rior to the era of the covered rink (1927-1929), Cardinal's rink
was built during this period), there wasn't any organized hockey league
as such, among the neighbouring \-mages-a Viillage league was in existence
for a nwnber of years prior to World War 1, among teams representing thB
Box Shop, the Glucose Refinery, the Starch Factory and the Town-the
many pictures of these teams attest to interest among the players. There
were, however, exhibiJtion games among the neighbouring villages, and
usually a "playoff" would take place at the end of the season.

With the coming of the covered rinks, the St. Lawl'ence Senior
Hockey League was formed, -and the Benson Cup was the emblem to fight
for. It was won by Cardinal in 1931, and while Cardinal didn't win it again·
they were always in the playoffs,
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ABOUT 1905
Back Row: Left to Right: Lawrence Lally, Ed. Cook, Lawrence Kavanaugh,
Fred 'Fader, Harry Birks, Martin Casselman. Seated: Jas. Sims. Rusty Craw
ford, Arthur Levere, Stuart Savor. Front Row: Wm. Weeks, Alec Fader.

STARCH FACTORY HOCKEY TEAM
Top Row: Left to Right: Ed. Flynn, Bob Coffey, Earl Covington, James
O'Brien, Martin Flynn· John Hughes. Bottom Row: Left to Right: Albert

McGarreIl, Oscar Poaps, Harold Knudson, Jack Tyo.
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GLUCOSE HOCKEY TEAM
Standing Left to Right: Wm. Amell, Edsen Covington, George Emond, Wm,
Poaps, Wm. Hugbe', Sitting Left to Right: Frank Bowden, Fred Serviss,

E . St. Louis 'Sr., Frank Amell, Colborne Allen.

RUSTY CRAWFORD
Cardinal has been rightly proud o£ her hockey teams, but one of her

own hockey playe.rs has been placed along with other greats in the "Hockey
Hall or Fame". Russell "Rusty" Crawford, now living in Pr,ince Albert,
Sask., was a member of the Quebec Bulldogs of 1912-13. The climax of his
career came when he scored the winning goal for the Quebec team, after
52 minutes o£ overtime, to ta,ke the Stanley Cup. He was a member of
three Stanley 'Cup teams-twice with the Bulldogs and once with the
Toronto Arenas. The big na,mes of his time included Cyclone Taylor, Newsy
Lalonde, George Vezina, Sylvlio Mantha and others.

"Rusty" is an uncle of Rex and Floyd Crawford and Mrs. May Owers.
Junior hockey, while not quite as popular, stilll had a large follow

ing. The Cardinal Juniors won the league championship several times
1943 sa.w one of its better teams, when it won over all teams in Eastern
Ontario, being St. Lawrence League, Central Otta,wa Valley League and
CiUz,en Shield Winners.
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Minor hockey has been greatly encouraged since the end of the
Second World War· and all teams now travel far and near.

Wilth the river surround-ing Cardinal, boating has, of course, always
been the summer favourite of most sportsmen, and with the added incen
tive of a race, the early rowers flexed their muscles ;and followed a course
across the river, around an island, and back to river dock. This was no
mean feat, when one considers the current,'that used to erot, and the fact
that the day of outboard motors was yet to come.

With the advent of the outboard motor, a boating club was sub
sequently formed, and excellent boat races were held in the area opposite
the Legi'on. These gave way in the late 1950's to the larger races in the
cities.

W.ilth the river 'adjoining Cardinal, it is only natural that fishing
would be most popular, and to attempt to recount the largest fish, or the
most f~sh caught- would be suic,idal.

The tennis club was first organized after World War 1. and interest
was encouraged by the Company, in the supplyrng a paved tennis court.
Tournaments are held among teams from Brockville and Cwnwall.

Cardinal Hockey Club, champions of St. Lawrence League and Leeds and
Grenville Hockey Association, winners of Benson and Fulford Tropbies,
Season 1932. Standing· left to right: ,A. Brown, manager; F. Dodge, Sec'y
Treas.; W. Stocks, trainer; M. Dillabough, defeDic .' A. ~. Fraser, President;
W. Gamble, Capt. deL; G. Mars ~nll, left wing; . Cameron, traineT; W. O.
Dixon, coach; Sitting, left ,to right: W. Little, left wing; C. Dixon, centre; H.
S1. Louis, left wing; W. Carther. goal; W. Loughridge, rigbt wing; D.

Gamble, dcL; L. Sorrell, centre.
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Fire Department
As early as 1891 the town fathers became concerned about the mat

ter of fire protection. It was moved by F. G. Haultain and seconded by
James Hodge that a committee of two be known as the Fixe and Water
Committee to take care of fire appara·tus and report to the next meeting on
the advisability of organi2ing a V'tllage Fire Company, as fires were fought
by a bucket brigade.

Prior to the installation ()f the water system with fire hydrants
water pressure for the hoses to fight fires was obtained by a hand pu.mper.
This machine consisted of a pressure cylinder, operated by 3 or 4 men on
either side pumping in a manner srmilar to a hand car.

With the 'installabi:on of fire hydrants came the large hand-drawn
hose reels and hand-drawn ladder trucks. When mechan.i.2lation set in,
these were towed by any handy utility truck and the fire department
operated under a Fire Chief, with any willing person joining the fire
brigade.

The Village purchased a new fire engine in 1953. At this time a
volunteer fire department was established, which has developed into a
very efficient organizah'On of some 30 men, under the leadership of Fire
Chief, William Gamble, who has held this position since 1931.

Lacrosse, 1912: front, George Flynn, Harry Savor; kneeling, Sam Robinson,
Collie Allen, Earl Sheets, Wm. Cameron; standing: Joe Amell, McDermott,
Wm. Emond mgr.; James Webster, James Humphrey, i$ec.j Edson Coving-

ton, Wm. Johnson, Jack Crawford.
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Customs
Until the 1920's, Cardinal had its own Customs Building. The

steamers trav,elling between Waddington and Ogdensburg called at Oardinal
and had to pass through the local Customs. In order to curb smuggHng, all
motor boats had to report to the Customs Office.

"Squire" McMillan was Cardinal's first Customs Officer, followed by
his son, Robert. Doctor J. D. R. Williams was Customs Officer in 1911, and
he was succeeded by Harry Savor. W. P. Walker was in charge of the Cus
toms Office unt.iJl. it was closed in the twentys.

After World War Two, a temporary Customs Office was set up to
check on the small boats retu.rning from the United States. This was under
Harold Fa'irlield's ~hJarge and was discontinued with the coming of the
Seaway.

The original Customs House was a stone building, situated on the
top of the bank, adjacent to what is now The Canada Starch electflicRI sub
station.

The temporary Customs House (after World War Two) was on the
river bank south of the plant, and was of frame construction.

Royal Mail
Her Maj1esty's Mail is perhaps one of the most colourful bits of

Cardinal's history. In the 0arly 1800's Major Duncan Clarke, son of Scot
tish school teacher who had come to teach in Dundas County in 1788, pur
chased a half acre of land from CoL Hugh Munro. He proceeded to build
himself a stockade seven feet high of cedar posts surrounded by a ditch
inside was a store ,in which he received and di'stributed mail. This half
acre of land fronted on what is nOW Dundas Street and most fascinating of
all 'is that this is the property on which the new Post Office now stands.

Thts sam·e Duncan Clarke was the officer who during the war of
1812 performed a reverse twist on the Paul Revere story and warned the
British that the Americans were comlng.

,In the late 1830's Martin Casselman having purchased the mj:]Js and
homestead f.rom Hugh Munro took over as postmaster. The spacious stone
house later occupied by the Benson family, became the Post Office. The
mail was carried by the old fashioned mail coach or sleigh drawn by a
team of four horses, there being no railroad. The passengers were left at
the hotel run by Daniel Mken and the stage was driven to the Post Office
whe-re they left and received the maiL After this the stage returned to the
hotel where the horses were changed.

The Post QUice remained in the homestead unW 1851 when it was
taken over by Daniel Aliken and occupied a building on the east corner of
Lewi,s and Dundas Street. John Lacey became postmaster about 1880. He
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purchased the property on the opposite corner of the street 'and built a red
brick edifice containing a store and Post Office. This was compl~ted in
1885 and included room for the Telephone Office. John Lacey died in 1894
and his wife Mrs. Sarah Lacey took over. She WIaS assisted for 10 years by
her brother-in-law Wm. LaJcey and from 1904 until 1921 she ran the Post
Office and Telephone Company single handed.

With a burgeoning population it became necessary in 1920 to ex
pand the faciHties and the government took over the buiJIding. The store
was moved with the Post Office occupying the whole facilities. A small
west wing was added and at various times this was used as a council office,
town clerk's office <and a dentist's ofHce. At this rime in 1921 George Mc
Ilveen became postmaster and held the positi'On until his retirement in 1956
when he was succeeded by Archie Campbell who retains the position to th~

present day.

In 1965, one hundred and thirty years later, a new Post Office was
opened in Cardinal On the same spot where in 1832 Major Duncan Clarke
had hrst collected mail.

Mrs. George Mcllraitb, of wife of the Minister of Public Works, accepts
bouquet, at opening of Post Office, April, 1965
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Cardinal Public Library
Records are few, and information is meagre concerning the early

years of the Cardinal PubHc Library, as aU fonner residents of Ca,rdinal
who would have known about the beginnings of the library have long since
passed away,

However, from informatiOn received we do know that the present
Public Library began in Cardinal as a Mechani:cs' Institute in the late
1880's, occuping an upper floor in the building which now houses the Car
dinal Co-Operative Grocery, N.E. corner Lewis and John Sts., opposite the
present Town Hall Later, in order to qualify for 'a Provincial grant the
Institute became a Public Library, and we beheve that it was at this time
that the Library and Reading Room were moved to a large room on the
,ground floor of the Harbottle Residence, S.W. (;orner Dundas and Waddell
Sts.· 'in the year 1896. The late Mrs. Thos. Harbottle was appointed Librarian
from that da,te until 1920, and her daughters acted in that capacity, as fol.
lows:-

Miss Georgina Harbottle __ _____ _ ___ __ 1920-1930
Mrs. H. J. Brindle . . 1930-1941
Mrs. Wm. J. Burchill 1942-1946
Thus the Cardinal Public Libra.ry remained at the same location,

presided over by a member of the same family for a pe,riod of flity years
-indeed a notable record.
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In May. 1946. G. Harbottle requested that the Library room be
vacated not later than September 1st., and following this, arrongements
were made wi'th the Canadian Corps to share their quarters in the Poaps
building, On the site of which the present Jack's of Cardinal store now
stands. At that time Mrs. (Rev.) E. D. Sexsmith was appointed LibraI1tan,
which post she very ably filled until her resignation in 1950. Mrs. Sexsmith
laboured diligently to place the Library on a sound basis, and encouraged
a keen interest .among the younger readers.

Following Mrs. Sexsrnith's resignation, Mrs. Kent Knechtel was ap
pointed, with two junior girls as part time aids.

On January 1, 1951, the Canadian Corps vacated -the shared room,
leaving the Public Library as sole tenant. During the next two months the
room was completely renovated and tastefUlly decorated by the Canada
Starch Co.' with new furniture added.

Early in 1963, due to a fire in the premises, and the general dilapi
dated condition of the bUilding, the Library was moved to a new location in
the Dillon Property on Bridge St., opening up to the public on April 29,
1963.

Librarrans to date, as follows:-
Mrs. K. Knechtel __ .. 1950-1955
Mrs. E. C. Smith ... .. 1955-1956
Mrs. A. C. Bunbury .. _ 1958-1957
Mrs. H. J. Kennedy __ _ 1957-
On March 3rd, 1967, Cardinal's Centennial Library was opened to the

public. This new building is a monument to the tireless efforts of the
library board, members of the council and various public supporters. The
present librarian is Mrs. H. J. Kennedy. Richard Giltcgan is chairman of the
library board with Walter Livings as secretary, Lome Cross, treasurer,
and Mrs. John Gladstone recording secretary.

Telephone and Telegraph
John Reid, General Manager of The Canada Starch Company be

came the first telephone user in Cardinal, when he rented tWtl sets from
the new Bell Company in 1881. Some years before he had the village's first
telegraph instruments installed in the Starch Company offices.

John Leacy, Reeve and Grand Trunk Ra,j)way Agent was appointed
Manager of the Cardinal telephone office· which opened in 1884, in his
combined grocery store, post office and telegraph of.fice. His assistants
were Miss Anni'e Leacy and Clinton Bush.

When Mrs. Sarah Leacy, \VIidow of John Leacy, took over manage
ment of the office in 1904, it was open only from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays,
and for an hour or SO On Sundays and holidays. She was assisted by J.
Napoleon Groleau, who later bec,ame General Manager of the Bell Tele
phone of Canada. Other managers were: J. Anderson, W. T. Kingston,
James Bush, Miss Helen Bush and Mrs. Dora Gaylord. The change over
to the dial system was made October 1st., 1961, and sixty yoors of "number
please" calling were finished.

The growth of the use of the telephone can be realized by the
number of telephones in use. In 1906 there were 10, whereas in 1961 there
were over a thousand.
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Medical Profession
Years ago the medical profession was looked upon with awe, and it

was never as remunerative as it is today, with hospiJtalization, medical in
surance and social welfare. It was always the doctor's bill that was last to
be paid. According to a Canada Directory of 1851 Dr. W. Gates was prac
ticing in the village. He was followed by a Dr. Watson. Dr. E. A. McMillan
was a nat'we of Cardinal. Born in 1852, he graduated from McGill in 1874,
and returned to his natwe village shortly af·terwards to practice here for a
number of years. Dr. J. D. R. Williams was born in Carleton county in 1833.
He graduated from V.ictoria College, Toronto in 1858. His varied career
saw him work on the editorial staff of the Toronto Globe for two years
and later to take up goldmining at Marmora, using his medical abilities
when needed. Two of his sons later became members of the medical pro·
fession.

Among other members of the profession were Doctors James
Stephenson, Duncan Gow, John Locke, Dr. Jamieson, C. F. McPherson. Dr.
Sutherland, A. Blakeman, Charles Williams, Oliver Williams, J. J. O'Connel,
Walter Palmer and Mark Boss. The present practitione.rs in Cardinal are
Drs. Stewart Allen, and H. A. Mustard.

Law and Order
The predecessor of the Divis,i'On Courts for the collection of small

debts was the Court of Request or Quarter Sessions. The court met at
Johnstown on April 22· 1800, and included in the gentlemen presiding was
Hugh Munro, founder of Cardinal. The sessions in 1810 designated Thomas
Fraser, Gideon Adams, and Hugh Munro as magistrates for Edwardsburg
Township

Until 1884 there appears to be nO record of further appointments
of anyone from Edwardsburg to magistrate's bench when Magnus Cormack
was appointed to the posihon. Mr. Bruce Hunter now holds the position of
magistrate for the area.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

We have previously included a paragraph on the law from the
other side oJ the bench, but the policeman who must enforce the law has
been ignored. The Canada Directory of 1851 lists James Jellyman as the
preventative officer. Men were appointed vilIage constabJoes by the authori
ties and these men were usually part time constables who held other jobs.
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In 1885 the villiage council paid Mr. Thompson $5.50 for handcuffs,
whi'Ch he had purchased for the town. Later in 1885, the council offered a
reward of $25.00 for information leading to the discovery of the peroon,
who on the nright of October 31 (HaUowe'en), had pulled down and destroyed
a building owned by Patrick Keefe. Only the prices change wi:th the times.
In 1966 the police department offered a reward of $100.00 for information
regarding a spiked barricad~ placed across the Shanly Road on Hallowe'en.

During the second World War, and up to the mid-fifties, the policing
of the Village was done by one Vmage Constable. For several years in the
mid 1950's the poli.cing of the Village was undertaken by the Ontario Pro
vincial Police, first with one constable and then with an expanded force of
two men. This l.a.sted until the late fifties, when It was decided to revert
back to a local police force, and at time of writing this for,ce consists of
two men, with Chief, Earl McIntyre, and Constable· Orville Rylands, doing a
very capable job.

1867 1967
CONFEDERATION
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1898 History of Cardinal
The following history of Cardinal was pri'nted in the Prescott Journal

of 1898. The AuthoT was anon~'mous and all attempts to identify him, even
in 1898, proVed frwitless.

The Committee i'S indeed grate:ful to the GrenviUe Historical Society
for these papers, and unhesitatingly recommends these unaltered articles
to the reader.

'IlHiURSDAY - FEBRUARY 10 - 1698

HISTORY OF CARDINAL

"Oft in th€' stilly nig-ht
E'er sJumbi=l'3 chains have bound me

Fond memory bl'ings l.he ligM
Of other days around me."

Th·e above stanza expr€'sses a keling tha't creeps over me not only when
sleepless at night but also in the day time. I am an aIel man-Few if <lny of those
who played with me s-ome sevp.n-ly years ago are with us any longer. They have
gone to their long home. I am left almost a'l,one and aHhough I am not abl'e to
do much work through the infirmity of old age yet my memory serves me well.
I can remember things that happened sixty years ago bc'tter than I can now
I'emermtbeI' thing-s that oc'C'urred as many dayl5 gone by, It has been sUgigested to
me that it would be of considemble interest bo the people of this village ~o have
a clear and compreh'ensive history of Cardinal and its surroundings written by
some one w.ho has been dosely associated with its history from the very l'arliest
period of its existence, No doubt such would 'be useful as a mere reCDrd of events
but more u,seful still if those who are Jiving now, especially the young, would
there1by ,be led to a,p,preci'ate more f·ully the privileges they enjOtYI-privilege of
which their forefathers knew nothin.g, This wm prov,e the memori'es of the bra'Ve,
the nOible, the courageous men and women who felled the trees and opened up
our highways and carried the provisions for many mile·s on their backs to theIr
children who were often hungry.

But how shall 1 begin? Where shall I begin? This is my dif,flcuHy. I remem
ber that the pl~ce where Cardinal now !>tands was origin,alLy o,wn'ed by two
men, The ea·st half was owned by on.e Mr, Doyle, the other h'8lf was owned by
Col. Hugh Munro, .a brav,e and stalwarl man who distinguished 'himself in the
war of 1812. The reader will bear in mind th<Jt at this time there was only one
house in this place and of cour,s'e Ihere were no roads, no bridges. no capal, no
steamboats plying the river, no clearings of any account. It s,tood in its primeval
grand·eur heavily wooded with beech, maple and other timber and roamed over
by sprightly d,eer who ,c'aane to see'k .their thirst when pursued Uj we rt.e,Q,I,llan
of the forelSt.

M.r. Doyle was the first setJtler who built a small rude log house on the
very S'pot, or perhaps a little north of where Dr. Gow's heautiful hous'e now
stands, Between this residence and bhe place where the bank of the river then
lay he planled an orchard and although ] am not qu~te positive it amounts
almost 00 .a ce'rtain1ty with me that he grew his tree's f!'om Impol'ted seeds, It
seems strange to me now when 1 renect on the many times I ate fruit from an
orch'ard that grew on what io.;; now a beautifut d'ecllv'ity at the front of Dr. Gow's
house. T,o show the li-ttle faith the early iJllh'<lJb1tants had in the fwture of the
place I may relate what took pLace before my time. I heard it fr.om my grand
mother's lips, Two men -whose names ]. have forgotten but who lived west of
the vilLage p1'O'c-e-eded one day to cut a pathway, Lha,t is to s,ay a foot-path to Mr.
Doyle's bay. They st.a!'ted along the ban-k of the river where now sbands a fence
,at the back of Mr. Byer's stately dwellin.g, where they cl10ssed the ravine a little
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to the south of wbere the Rev. Mr. Macarthur's handsO'ITle bI'ic'k residence n~
stands and not more than 200 feet where st3.nds OUl" fine aC'ademy with Its
five teachers and about 300 children the one said to the other "Wlhat i·s the use
of makirug a road here no one 'lI'iH ever live in this wilderness".

Judging from the fact that Mr. Doyle's orchard grew up and bore fruit
he must have remain·ed here for some lime--iMonarch of all he surveyed, but
like every earthly thing hi,s place changed hands. He sold it to one Harry Lewis
with whom be was well acquainted an.d who must have ,been the first-born in the
pl'ace, having first secn the light of the day in a Ji.tue house that stood where
Mr. Dumeresq n·ow lives. It w{.s aboull the time of this busimess 'tJ!'anS'tlicti,on
between Mr. Lewis and Mr. Doyle, the first of its kind that took place here that
Cardinal received its firsit namc. 'I\ha t name was "Munr,o Point" so I()alled after
Col. Munro already alluded to. 1t was about that time also that the first boats
passed here. I remember them well. There W-1\S the Dur.ham boats, barges and
bateaux. These plied between Montreal and Kingston, calling in at Pres'cott and
Brockville and all he,avily laden with merchandise. l1hc paint at Cardin-al was
always a difficult one for ooats. To oIbviatc this Mr. Ha'rry Lewis esta!blished wbat
is called a "Hauling Point". Thl'e'e and sometimes f.our yokes of ox,en were called
into requisition. By these the b03.,ts were put oeyo,nd the swift curreill. This
neces'sitated a name for the place. The ca,ptain of each boat received tickets from
the head office one of which he gave to the mall that hauled the boats and was
worth one donar. The tickets re'ld as follows: "Good to Mr. T. Smith in the office
of Hooker .and Henderson for the hauling of one barge al'Ound Point CardinaL"
This was the origin of the present name. The "hauling" was a paying business
for Mr. Lewis, as he sometimes made over $20 per d.ay and $10 a day was quite
common. He lived in a hOuse that stuod at the baCJk of Mr. MaC'Pherson's store,
a fine commodious frame house. The lumber used in its construction W<lS sav,I'ed
by Mr. Henry Armstrong, Mrs. James Thompson's father o'ver 70 years ago, in a
little saw mill owne'd by him at the he,ad of the Gallop Rap·ids. Around this
house and w.here Mr. MacPherson's store now stand.s and all al'oug wher,e stands
Mr. Delaney's harne·ss shop, and Mr. Jackson's shop' was the prettiest sloping
green sword that I haNe seen anywhere. In this house Mr. Lewis died and was
buried at wh-at Ls now called "The Commons" near Mr. S'amuel Gore's place.
His property was bequeathed \'0 his sons who soon afterwards divided it up into
lots and sold for a trifling sum. These lots formed the west half of Cardinill i.e.
the portion lying wem of the road that Ji.es between Mr. Dil1on's hotel and MrB.
Henson's gate.

Now the residence of G.Frank Dodge.

Page Ninety



Now H. V. Redden

Estate, corner Lewis

and James.

Now Fred Emmons

Funeral Home.

Now the C. A. Ranson

Estate, corner of

Dundas and West

Streets.

Page Ninety-One



FEBRUARY, IB9B--

"There dwelt a miller hail and bold
Bes'ide the River Dee

Hie w()I'ke.d and sang from morn till nig,ht
No la'l"k m(Jre bJ.i.the than he,"

Mr, Doyle lived on the west half and not on the east as s-llated in my
formoer letter, I wish t(J corre(.1 thi·s as the error mig)ht confuse the reader. As
already stoated our village propeI'ty was owned by two me·n Mr. DoyIe and 001.
Hugh Munroe. The line which in the course ad' time divided theIr propeI'lty ran
athwart the groun.cl o.n whiCih arc now ered;ed thoe post off-ice, Mrs. Jlohn Leacy's
'house, Mr. P. Leacy's ha.rdware sllore, Mr. John Kavanaugh's gr<JC'€ry and Mr.
McLa'tc.hle's \)Iacksmith shop, down through Mrs. Benson's be'auUful grove a·nd
a little to the west of her fine carriage drive and statel·y ·home. Alo.ng this route
the road ran vAhich led to 001. Mu.nro's mills which miHs st'Ood on a point on
the ·bank of the roiver between Mr. Mlalan's sta:ble and the present lock house.
South of Mrs. BenS'On's house there was no road it being rough alld rugged, full
of ledges, rocks and boulders. E,very man chose out a path for himself. The
Colonel built and oocupied for some years the hou~e now occupt,ed by Mrs. Ben
son. How he came by this title of honor I am not quite sure but 1 was led to
beIleVle tlloat he received it from the British government. I have a distinct recol
lection of seetng him a long time a{,ter he had passed throug'h the war of 18,12.
Although a very little boy at the time. his Slta,rely appearance made on my mind
an impression which can never be effaced. He rode on horseback and wore
his regimentaI which consisted of a sp'lendid sword which hung by his s'ide with
a carbine on the pommel to the front. His suit and three cornered cocked hat
was made of the richest material. AJt the time of w.hJch I write he was on his
way to Johnstown for a general drill of the s'oldiers w.hioh a,Lw,ays took place on
the 4th day of June of each year. Although the Colonel was faithful in training
the soldleI's, many of bhe soldiers themselves. 1 regret to say, we!'e only trained
rto drink w'his!key whioh training often put the men in fine trow fOT figihiting and i.t
was not an uncommon thing for the drllJ to end up wHh a gener,al field fighJt. the
Instruments being less deadly than the sword or caroline.

Colonel Munro coneluded that there was good warter pO'wer and decided
to harness it for the running of a f€Ow mills. Wi1Jh this objeot in view he built
what was called a small roce-lway along the edge of the ri,ver. his dbject being to
get a m'Ore powerful W'a'ber head. He then built his mill wlhich consisted of a
grist, clothing and carding mill. all of which stood in a frame bu·iIding and on
·the east half of where Cardinal now sbands. The fl'Our made was not the best.
The ,bolts were coarse and fine bran. went through. Besides this the whe-at was
not so cle'an as it is n()w. There wer>e no fanning mills. 11he farmer t'Ook.. h·is
creSlcCfnt shaped ,hand fan wihi<;>h consisted of a wooden bow with two han{),~oes 'and
perforated raJW hide for a bottom through whcih the grain pa-ssed. To get :cl¢oa.n
gNlin In thls way was impossible. Add to LIlis the fact that smut was a coii'lriiQn
growrtb 10' the, wheat, one or two headlS of which was quite suff,iC'ien,t to col'Or 50
or 100 pounds'of flour. There were nQ smuot m1lls t'O take it out. The Wheat, other
{ine- seeds and smut wer·e ground all together, Strange to say that, that flour
with aU its blackness when !J.ak.ed into bread was pleasant tJo taste.

Buckwheoat was al!;o ground here. The trouble with it was its aptness to
carry sand with 1t. There se'emed to be n·o r>iddance of tl1is trouble. The good
w~fe wouLd iny.ariably say when the grist was brought home: "I wonder jf tht,s
ts as sandy as the I·ast" "1 don',t know, I hope not" was the uS'ual reply. But when
we came to use it ","'e could always feel the sand raoSp'ing ootween our tee'vh and
often we 'wi&hed we had no teeth when we were devouring 'budQwheat pancakes.

Corn was also ground here, but there being no seives for this purpose the
corn was simply cru'sherl witJhout any art"tempt at makJing "Indian meal". OHen,
however. It was sincd at home. when enough of the meal went through vhe seive
to make "Johnny cake". The coarse part that remained was put Into a pat and
boiled for haII a day. The evening and the mm"ning,s milk were s'aved and used
a,s we do wirth porridge. The dis'h thus made wat'- cal'led "s·amopand milk" and was
exceedingly pal,atalble. I us-ed to enjoy it more than the m<>srt delicious vIands
that my f:'arnHy can set before m~ now.
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It would be interesting to the reader to get a glimpse into the method
empl'oyed in those days of bringing the grain to the miller. There 'N'ere three
me1hods adopted. Perchance a f~rmer was a little better off than his neighbour.
He owned <I wooden sleigh, made by himself, his only tools being an axe and an
auger. This sleigh served him both in the winter and in the summer. Part of a
bag of wheat, of corn and a buckwheat which was considered a good gri-st was
put up.on the .sleigh and drawn hy what I\',as often a very fine yoke of oxen. A
poorer class broug.ht a hag of corn and a buckwheat on a horse's back-a bag
hanging from -each side of the horse the one balancing the other. A yet poorer
class who .had neither horse·s nor oxen came along thi) s,hore of the river in their
canOe that was shaped and dug cut of a pine log and 1 mig.ht add a still poQorer
cl<lsS who carried their grain and flour for many miles on their backs. 1 have
no hesitation in saying that all bhese peop.le, poor as they were, were just as
happy as we are without grand auggie,s and handsome OOats. I myself acqulred
the expertne,ss of a S1. Regis Indian in handlir.g a can·O€ and thought it greater
fun than rowing one of our be'autHul boat.s among the eddies of the river.

Colonel Munro, when he bu·ilt the Cal'ding mill, must have had t'a·j·th 1n
the future of the country, for there were very few sheep in the neighbourhood
at the time. He foresaw that they would come and prep.are a machine for carding
thlOir wool into rolls. These rolls w·ere spun into yarn and the yarn woven by
hand into flannel cloth, which was then taken to the dressing machine where it
went through a process of shcaring, filing and pressing, On the whole the very
best homemade cloth was produced bu,t, of course, not such as would suit the
daodi-es of the present day.

FEBRUARY 2~1898

"Lives of great men ",,11 remind us
We coan make our }iVieS subldme

And dep'arting leave behind us
Foutprints on the sands of time"

ln our JoaSlt chapter there wa,s a slight el'ror in regard to thlC sie've used for
cl'eaning wheat. It wa's simp'ly >a hoop co,vered wIth raM' hide W'ith,out any holes
for letting ·the grain through as stated.

The hisltory wlhieh we are attempiing to giV'e would be V€ry 'incomp~ete

with-out fU~th-el' re1f'e·rence ,to Col. Hugh Munro. The CoLonel mise-d a family which
consisted of on-e ;;on and two or three dJawgh'ters. The &on WlhoQse name was
George was tihe m'a·IlJ ~vh{) built the lUtle frame ho,us'e ",'!hlch s·tands 10 the eaSit
of Mr. Dillon's old hotel now occlIJpie'd by Mr. Webb. Here M~ss Eliza.beth Bare
was brought up and born. Here she J'h'ed £o'r many a year, tlhe s'Ole comp-anlo-n 'Of
her mo:ther of revered memory. This ji,otle hous'e, one of the first im the p.J-ace,
was erected' for hotel pU11'0ses and was used a's S!UC1h for man~ 'a year. The
coJ,one.l gave his -eldest daughter, Caroline. in marriage to Captain Mo6'ie'UT, Who
I aun Ito-Id. w.as the Iirst ,1TlJa.11 who e¥er guided a ste,amer across Lake Ollltario. Bwt
the Captain only I'lved a fc,w years and sh'e was left a widow willh no visible
means of support. Wlhat would she do? She was f,airly well edu.cated and could
teach sch-o·o!. This &he did. She wa,s e'ngaged <IS a teacher In Cardinal for many
y,ears with great success. Some of her succesl£ors could hav,e been better educat
ed, but her pClWer 1:0 impart instructions cou1ld n·ot be excelled, A gentlem.an, now
engaged in busin1ess, itold me fJhait he attended h-er school and' lIhat she oJ:1ten
polnred him to a nic'e bench whidh, she Siaid, was one time her hUSIband's properly
while on board the stt.lliII1 bOla,t. Wh~ther Mrs. Mosi'eur is ldving now 1 cannot say
but my impression is that she is de'ad and buried at Ogdensburg where she lived
for s'()ffi'e time.

Col. Munr,o feelti'ng a need for a plac-.e W1herein to lay the dead pres-ented
the Presbyteorioans with a piece 00 grO'und for 'the purpo,se. In this pl<lce the de-ad
continued to b-e buried until last ye,ar when vhe c'ounci!, fr.om a S1anitary p·oint (if
view, ordered it closed up. The ground on wh~ch the present ,and former Pree
byte'rlan churoh stand·s was .also the gift of th-e co'lonel. The Re'v. Boy.d a native
of Sallymena, lre,land, who Fl.arried Marla MUl1I10. was the pe'l'Son wh,o super
1111tendoed the building of the old stone PreslJ:>.yterian church and occupied fJhe
puLI>i.t thereof Ior many yeoa-rs. I n-ever JrneiW h'im to live in Cardinal his h'Ome
bein·g from the beginning of h1s care'er in Prescott. He was a most intrepid
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pre'acher and an indef.atigable wOl'ker, 'ha'ving bucilll all 7 churches in the oounty
of GrenVlille, Your timely editorial on "Short. &>rmorus" of l.ast w€'ek would hall,7e
been quite heterodox in hi-s dily, Tlhe D-o'ctor was known Olt pre.acoh an hour .and a
half wHJhowt ,ceaSling unless to rebuke some weary soul who was sleeping "fie
soood that day", His pr,ayers were wbout 30 mi'nubes in length and some s!a,y
they were long'er and the story is bo'ld of a man who often when weaTied of
,gtandiing took a Sllrolll aro>u:nd tihe viL!'age an<l was baok at ihe dose of the prayers.
Dr, Boyd lived bo a good old age and now re;;lts 0-'0 the mou11/oain of MYTrh and
the .hlill of fra,nJk>iOl~e:ns'e untlil tbe day bre~k and the shadows flEX: away.

The story of the amount of ~ilver at Colonel MUlll'O'S ma'de a l,asting im
pression on my YOUilthlful mind, I heard it S1Lilted oft-cn by bhose who ~aw it and
I firmly bel'ieve it W.a'3 tnl;e that kegs or hlaU"'b'arrels of s.iJ:ver dollaors 'and hallf
dollars were ['oolled off at. hi,s door. This was tuld to me DY p.arti,es who oow the
hoops kl'llocked off and the keg,S' r.aised and who o,fben expressed t'he"ir asilonish
ment at such a quantity of silver,

We 'Win .now l'ellrarce our step'S a mille and foHorw the old p'atlhs to the
milL A goodly p'art of the rO'ad soutJh 00[ the Ool'oYleI's housc knew not what
statute l,abour meant. It had neilher fOI1l11 nor beauty but wound around among
therCK:ks like a serperut's tail. The roughest part of the rock sitood W'hepe the
lift-lock now stands which spot was, of oourse, aU dry land at that time. Should
anyone feel d'isposled to d13pule this let him just walk up albove the paceway and
'there he wi'll find a spe'C'imenl or two of these rocks lying in the'ir p'rimev<1l1 bed,
An'd if this dOles not satisfy the doubt let him go up albove JOlhn Ma,lan's Sitable
along the embankment where 'he will see broken fIiagments of l,hese rocks where
I my&elf he]p'ed to put them,

rwllJ1Jking alon.g ihe shore od'Vhe river one d1ay I SlaW a schooner under tow
slowJ,y ,C'liJrnlbing the ,curTen'l a,bout 100 I'ods beIo'w bhe place where the 'lock no,w
iitands, It was a fle~c struggle between steam and sltl\eam, The s,ohooner got
stranded and thus ende,d the (lonfliJclt for t,he time being, The servuces of the
steamer W,illiam, whkh was I believe formc'rly commanded by Oap-tain Mosieur,
but now commanded by Cap'l'ain Miller were called in{o requisi:tion. Owing to
the SiWiltne'ss of the current th'ey f'il'iled to att.aC'h the hlalLSer bo the schooner,
The c,a,pi.ain tlhen took his steamer inlo the lock, A young mian stepped up to
him and said "Captain are you be:atcnT' "Yes" said 'the Captain, "I give it up".
"Well then", s'a~d the young ma'n, "if you will back out to the same place, a
young ffi'an thl1<t is here and myself \\-ill put the h'allS'N on the ~chooner in less
th<1ln ten minutes", The young man WJ10 tbus addf€'S'6ed the C.aptain was Alex
ander McCarthy. The Captain made light oj the t,wo young men as they sitepped
atboard wondel"ing how land sailers could do what his could not. But aliter giv
ing instructions to the Oapvain and also t.o one Sam An.derson who h'as charge
of -a boat runn!i.ng be-tw'Cen Kingston and B,rockvillc. McOar,thy and his young
fl\ien'd hoad theheavin-g ],iDE' on bomd 1JJe schoon~r in less than ten minutes. This
steamer was the first to cross Lake Ontario so I am told.

The McCarthy family C'ame to Munro's Point in a Q.urham bo'aJt, and as the
boat was getting ready to be hauled a,round the point, MtCarbhy, who w-as a
mHler by trade, walik.ed into M.unro's mill apparently looking for something to
do, The Col. wa..nted such a man. A bargain was s-truck up at once, and Mc~

Carthy's foamily and chest were taken ,to a htt~ house owned by ihe Colonel.
The fam!ily COTlisiS'te'd of seVE'n children, How glad they mlLS,t hoave felt when
thoey found themsel'Ves once more sheltc'red from Uhe per,ils oJ the deep and
rested fr,om IJhe ted10usness of the journey which must ha,ve last'ed aboult ten
weeks and all the time huddled in one SilTtaH comvartmen1. This tmppened when
I was a ohH<;I, When J grew up to be a rna'll it took me two days and two nights
to g,o from Quebec to Monrtre.a.t. Ten year,S I went o,ver lhe same rouw leaving
Queb~c at 6 p,m, an.d ar'riving in Montreal at 6 a.m, Fancy how long it must
h'all,7e taken McGarthy and f.arrnUy to come from Montreal tc Car'dinal when the'ir
bo.at had to be sh'o,ved e~ry inc.]) of the way by poles. Mr, M.cCarthy lived but a
,g,hor<t time <lifter this arriva'l - about w.'o months - letav,ing a w1idow and seve'll
hel'P[ess chi'ldl'e,n to mourn his 10s6 and tha-t to,o when s,trangers jn the land and
far forom natjv~ shore, and to crown it aU with S1C<1lTCely a dolliar wiUh which to·
buy food. Col. Munro, howelver took a kindly interest in therm. Mrs, McCarthy
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with pr!Jisewor~hy diEgence .l'aised her farnd'1y. They gN'W,T up to he men and
women all honest and good bWt now al:l gone to their long home, .rames and
John and Mrs. Irving OOIng well remem~,ered by the greater portion of Coardinai.

Col. Munro O'\VIl1ed 200 ,acres of !land on a portion O'f which Card,inaI norw
stands. It was 200 acres wide exten<ltl,m,g bock to 'the second concession. Wirtll this.
he also o'wned th'e lar,ge stone house n'ow O'ccup~ed b~ Mrs. W. T. Benson t,o
gether with t.he gris,t, clo~h cardJing mills and the kegs, of s'ilrver mHuded to. Not
withSitanding this 1J:le Col. he'came a poor moan. He leflt his s'baltely residence a·nd
lands and took up residence .on the farun now owned b~ e'ither Mr. Edson Adems
or Mr. Mc-Night I don't remember. There, I be1ieV€ he remained until he died
and his remains He In, the old Pre:!:Jbytel'oan ohwch yaIld.

MARCH 3rd, 1898
"Row, br<Ytih,ers, row, ttle stream runs fast,

The rapids are near and Wle day light's past."

This ohaprter I shaH devote to a descripti,o-n of the firsrt boats that were
seen at Cardinal. RolW boa,ts t.here were none at the time ad which to speak. The
canoes I described in a former chall>ter. Steam boats, Du.rham BOl8ts, barges and
bateaux shaH come under re\·iew a<s they ap-pe-ared to me when first I saw them
hauled around poInt Cardinal or struggled to get up the 9treaIn. The fdrst steam
boat that ever went up or down the St. La,wre-nc,'e was the "1l'1o-quois" I did not
see H going down but heard tha't she 'hiad gone by. The few peo.p-Ie whi) were
here were e'agerly looking for h'er return. We we're engoa'ged In a fiel-cl a short
d'is'tance from the river. W,hen one o! our parity descr:llbed her smoke in the dist
ance bhere was a rush for the rive'r and more eagerness to see this wonder of
the age than there W'a\S few years a.go to see the "Cotumbus" on her way to the
World's Fair. I was left behind being only a smaH boy but I managed to get
there in tiime to look W>it.h wondering eyes at whiB.,t seemed to me a living,
breathing mo-nster, puffing and panting in its mad s(rug,gle to cUmb the stream.
She w-as then mi.dway bell:ween uhe lock and Col. Munro's iSil-an-cl. I noticed she
veere-cl towa,rd the island, in t.he very cours·e afltenward pUr&ued by the maH
bOMS. &he the-n struck out from the islan-cl point to cartoh the blue streak from
the lea of bhe lIip,ward i~lands. The interest became irutens'e wh'en we noticed
her c-ome rto a sta-nd~stlll. The stream was too smaU f()r her. She being loW
built to use a nautioal expres.,ion. I hea,rd tho\Se around me say "guess she can't
get up" but after gert1.ing a 1l<1Jtle more steam s,he beg,an to move. After getting
wen up under the lea of the is'lands that were albove her, called the Kingslen
lslan-cl, Harry Lewis Is'Land an.d Joel Adoam's Island she being una-Me to go up
t.he Gallop Rapid took a south-ess,t course and went up on the south side '()f
bhese l\Slands just alluded to, running out a certai'n dlistance near Ille American
channel. On the north side orf the channel there is slack an-cl deep walter whioh
p.enmtbted her to gJiide alorug w'iVhout an~ deta(Y. We Siti'Ll wartClhed her, glad to
ge<t a glimpse m her ru()W an.d t.h'en a'S she p'as'sed the [·slands. She was ibh'e
strangest boat 1 have ever seen. Her steTn was sq'lWll'e and to it w,a's at't.ached a
huge water-whee:! in a mill and was co-extensive with the Sltern of the boat.
.f.udging from the appearance I s!hou.Ld say the whee[ must h'ave been frollll 15 to
20 ft. in diame:ter. How she was slteered I <:ould not undersIJarud, seeiJn-g the \Vheel
was where one expected to find the rudder. With 181:1 her awkiwardness, she dis
app-ea,red .ar()und Dawson',s Po'irut Wihich is quite close to Red Mills Gallop with
which she had to oontend. Th:is was the firSt a,nd loaSJt glimpse we ever got of
her. She nerver returned, dou:btless f()r lllie reaSion that there was not enough
tralfic to make her pay. W1hether she ever werut be'l{)1W Rapid Des Plat 1 kno,w not
but one thing is certain, she neve·r went below Diokirn.son's Landing. If she ddd
s·he would never return. Who owned her, or what became of her afterwards I
never knew.

TJJ.e next steaJll1~boat thart .plied our nolble stream was the "Raiprid". On her
first up,ward trip pu.t to sihore alt Munro's Point and ga,ve all who wan·ted to see
her splendid opporlJuruity to inspect her thoroughly. She was indeed a ca.taNJIlan.
Her huH was coonpo-sed of two cigar shaped boa,ts pliaced side by side, faT enoug'h
apart to let any sw·ift water pass between and the whole waiS covered by a sub-'r
!itantial deck The wheel that propeHed her W1aS a huge aflfair that revoLved. on'
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an axis between the two Mats. The pHot refused to guide her through the IsLands.
TJIe Icapta'm s'Oughit another pilat. He was di!'ec'ted Ito one Wm. Cameron wh>o
accepted the cap't'ain's invitation -to take ihis boat to Prescott and in doing so
followed the course pursued by Lhe Iroquo,is.

Wm. Cameron was the fa!Jhe,r o.f our esteemed and well knQ\vn townsrrnen
Mr. AWian Cameron and a deseendant of the noble band of D.E. LoyaliSlts who
sacrificed all they possessed rather than give up their aUegianet> to the British
throne. His faot'her 1. E. Allan's gromdfa1Jher was a genuine Scat who was from
the Mglhlands of Sc-oltland am:! if I am not miSit'aken spoke Gaelic. He settled at
firSit In the New Engl'and sotates, but would not be disloyal to British institutions
and ga'thering up whalt belonging he had crossed Lake Chlamplain on the ice
all the while dTiving his only C'ow before him, determining at any com to put
himself onCe more under Lhe old flag bound for Oantada, and into Canada he
eame. He and his n{)ble wHe settled on wh'at ..\'a5 for yetars knOlW'Il as Cameron's
or Joel Ad!ams n'ay wihere D3".is and his son are now build1ng their pier. Here
William CamC'ron \V·as born, he lived aJl his dJaYs and raised his family. He hlld
two bro,thers John and Duncan. I remember when we used tlo make sugar on
Col. Munro's· IsI'lmd and I may mention what Is intereSitring t'O myseIf Lh:at I
am i'n p"O'sses:>i.on of one of the "coolers" used. Dun,can I never saw but once,
he hallflng gone West. W,j]]j·am had 3 eh<ildren, Joane, Dunoan and AlI],an,

As there are few living who saw the Durham bow, barges and bateaux
Olf tha·t early period. First tJwo were so nearly a]'ike in their eon9truc<t:ion, The
Durhl8m boats ha'd deck paths on e'aCh side strongly braced for rou,gh usage.
Cleats were securely nailed on their deck p.ath. The men were furnished with
seltting poles, each of "",hich was furnished with a socket into which the pole
nMtly fqUed. One end cd: the pole had a sha!'P point, wihlch c·aught in the crev
ices 01 the roc-ks OT h'ard pan on the l>dttom off the rLver. The other end had a
turIliW knob on it a,boult the size of a lamp bowl. 3 men stationed each side of
boat.

Ba'le,aux builrt Uke cammon row b'oat only much loarger. In c-.allln water
used oa'rs the steeI'ing a,pparatus wiLh which the DUI~ham b001s were gUided was
made ouit of the n'ar1:uT:al growth, Fastened to nhe stern 01 the D()aIt and had a
n'a-tural crook. Part of it went down to water's edge and took another cr<>Ok. along
the top of th'e walter. At rbhe fias<t:ening of the oar it took another crook ()Ilio the
deck ex<tendling 6 or 7 feet and a1bout 3 OT 4 fwt high to give men; fuJI purchase
on art thoat was in the waiter.
MARCH 10.-1898

"Be ndble and lihe nob1el\€oSs th'at lies j,n other m€'Il
SJeeplng but never dead. Will rise ,to
majes'ty tQ me-et thine own."

Now the

residence of

James Ward
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Our Last chapter was devoted to a de~,cription 0,( tile various kInd,s of boats
in use durin g the eaTly da,ys of our villiage and while we harve not exhaus>ted the
&u,biect we deem it be-uter to dre? it fO,T the pres'ent to resume it, it may be in
bhe near future, This chapter will be devoted chie[[I]y to a biogra·phi,cal ske,tch of
a prominent pU3on'age, who loomeu Largely in the early history of Cardinal. His
name was Duncan Clar3, a M;ajor in the army, a native of Sco~Land. When but a
ehild, his parents went through the solemn orde,al of s.aying good~bYe to the
heathery h ills and sunny val·e.s of the land that ga,ve 'tlhem bil'th, the home to
whic'h the Scotch moan, ever burns witJh ye'a'rning, h'eart and wisttful eye. Some
time after coming to this country the war of 1812 took pl'ace. It w'Ould appear,
as if [he volunte·ered (.0 be a soMier in that War. On the de·c,varation of p'eace he
returned to the vicini'ty 0'£ Cardinal. Soon aHerfWlards he, a,ccompanied by a
sm'all sta.ff of as.sist.aJl[~3 wla,s, appointed hy the go'VertLment to v,isit the No,rth
West. He went a3 far as Fort G'arry. Their only means of travel was by IigM bark
canoes which it s'el'ms were provided for them. In thes'e they carried pr-orvisions
enough to ta~t them all the '~1a'y through. "On OIJtlawa's Sid'e", th·ey first em
barked and pulled aga'inst i,1s bold and d'a's~l~ng wa,ters enc[hanted by the rugged
rocks they PaS>sed. and the thick forest;; and mountain sides which gre,atly echoed
their eve'ning song.

The dH'ficulties ClJnd fatigue's inscparable from rw,.'ing against the stream
atLd portagi,ng over d:y land,s and ar,oun'Cl the many rapids with which Otlia,wla
abounds were quite forgoNen amid the glorious enchanting see'nes that every
where met their g.aze. But no mat[ter 'Mhalt the dif{icul1ies were the journey Was
most exp'editio·us]y accomplished Wlha,t the Majo·r was sent for ] never knc'w,
but no doub'1. it \\·13,S La arrange Or disenlt.angle some difficulties co.nnected with
the Hu'dson Bay Co. The business fin-i~,hed he re-turned by the s'ame rou te and
mea'ns to C.ardinal where he lived m3ny ye'ars a highly re,specoled citi:uen. ]t is
my opinion that he recetiv'ed the hllc "Ma'ior" f.or ser<vices rendered in war
alluded to. Bought piece of ground built a neat frame houOi·e. Now owned by MT.
'an.d Mrs. SoamueJ Ro~.s (nc'w PO~[t OHice), This is the third -house buiH in Ca'r
dinal. Mrs, Benson's first, M[iss Hare's s'eco'nd. These are the on.ly ones nOlW
standing of origirua'i house,s. The piece o,r ground relfened Ito is measured from
the front yard reached in Southerly direction 150 ft. eastward to bhe govern
ment road, where Cap1t. P'crry's house now g,tands. Of cours,e there was no road
there. It wa,s on f'arm ~ield. ATound I:hi's fi'eld the MajoT dug a ditch in wlhkh he
p.l[aced sri<iJe by s~de cedJ.~r posts about 7 H. hig,h againslt wniolJ all 'the thieves in
~he land could ,no,t pre,vail. He then soarted a small store first in Lhe place. [n it
was a pos't of!Hce, The rea'd·er will bear ,in mind th:at Munro's Point Cardinal were
river ruames for the con'venience of ruavigation but the Post Office was oalled
Edwa,rdsburg. The mai:1 woas n{)[t he'avy. TRl'e m·an who got a l'etiter was the talk of
the place an·d el'i'cited morc comment.s ithan the ma.n who HQlW ree-eives a cable
grClJm. [ had an appal'll-unity at! se'ewg him once in his regimentals. It was M the
b[a'otle of the Win-dmill - a splendid loo'king ofificeT. Xl was about ten o'clock in
the morning Wlhen [ received the neM'S olf the oo'tHe. A few o{ us from the countTy
started through mud, weed and wire for the the scene of ac.(ion. WIh'en about haU
Wlay there we heard the voH,eys of the old fli,nt mus'ke't w'hkh told u.s the baltle
was raging. Our enthusja~m of the old flag knew no bou<l1ds. We were madly
eager for the fray and sniffed Lhe hattle from afar." We found tbat the Johns
rown bridge was> torn up by the enemy. Ba.ck we wenol to the second concession
then up a little distance ann soon we were on the sip'Ot where the battle was
alrea'dry fougM and won. We l'andcd Dt tlhe old E.lisha Bas,s house \\~hich is still
to be seen b'ack in afield a Iititl'e above the Win.dm:ill. ],t is no~v on,>,"I1cd by Miss
Sally Sharver, In it the wounded and the dead were stre'tehed on pla'llks put
tlhere fOr that purpose, the o,wner having fled for fea,r of the re'bels. I remember
seeing one poor soldier from whcse youthful brow both brain and blood were
oozimg thTough a bullet wound. E'Ven then ] could hear the whizz M the can
non '001'1 a,nd could see them t;;,[ar up the hillocks lilce a d'ouib~e moulded plough.
It was here] me-l the M,ajor dad in his s'P,lendid armour all oJ wMcJh may s-lill
be s'een a,t Mr. Ja'mes Paul's. It wa:;; no'w geHing late. The sO'llllbre shades of day
were gatherin'g arou.nd. us. lit wa's tOn,>,"a,rd evening and th,e day was far spent "and
all the oair a solemn ~itinnes's haMs". The fightimg parNes wear.ie,d wi'th the days
work we,nJd-ed their way to PrescO'M for lunch. There was nothing for us to do'
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Stood on

the site

of the

Post Office

a'nd nothing to eat. We retra,ced our steps homeward arl'\lving at VentnOT abou:t
midnight.

Mier the battIe of the W'indmm Mrs. Benson's house, then owned by
Tunis 0aS'tlerm1an, wa's used as a barracks for lihe mili'tJi,a who w'ere appointed to
guard t,he poinlt agalinst dn'Vasion, There was abo 'a guard of dra,go,ons appointed to
patrol between Prescott and Oardinal. Major Clark was never married. He had
three sisters and ,tiwo brothers, 'I1wo of the sisters rerm:arried in the Vlicinity of
CardinaL One W1ife o.f Me John Armstrong whose brother Robert married Grace
Ann Irving's s'iBter, Two brothers were raised Oil! the farm no,w owned by Mrs.
Jas, Thompson; and their house, a f~a'me, stood on the spot where her bea,utiful
brick resIde nee now stands (.Isabel Barkcr's>. Robe!"t had tl..vO sons William and
ROlber! botll o.f whom are engaged in the hotel business in Morrisburg, John ha<l
two children, a son and a da'ughter. The SOil Duncan, l,iv,€S on the old homestead.
The daughter is the es'funaliJle wife oli OUT esteemed townsm1a'n, MT. Robt. Ann
strong, who has been for many years a most .faithful and v,a,luable employee on
the eaIta,1 and whose little granddaughter, only a few wee'ks old 1S the great
granddau,gh'ter of M1ajo'r Cl'ark's sister. An~ther sister marl'ied James Paul
DWO sons Jarmes and Donald, one lives in Cardinal-the other on tihe old home
stead between Cardina~ and Iroquois. I kne~v Maj{)r well-left the al"l11Y with the
title of Ma,jor and a half p'ay oH'i'ceT, Fought Lundy'/) La,w Fort Erie and Black
Rock. Died at 77 in the hotl.'1'e he buHt-buried in old Presb!Yteri,an Cemetery by
Rev. Dr, Boyd,

MAROH 17-1898

The next item of interest in the his,tory of Ca.rdin'aJl is the transfer of the
property of Col. Hugh Monro into the hanns of Mr. F, Casselman. Wihertlher tJhe
l:I'anooctions were a straight srule or whether it was t!"anslferred under mortgages
I am not prep,ared to say. At a,ny ralte it was bought with the same object In
vieIW that w1hich engaged the attention of the fomer and first occupant, the
utilization of the wai1:er p,ower. In order to aceomplish tihis he bui!lt a ptter from
the foot of Lhe pHch all along the bank of the l'!iv'er to Doyle's Bay, eommenc'ing
about 30 £ee1 ir,om the hare widenin,g by degre,es untiH he re'J.cihed a rush of
water that carne into the bay and wound it's way ou,t ag;a'in. The pier intercepted
the outtWla'l",d flam and caused it to flolW within the pier and d'o'wn to the foot of
it >thereby Jangcly ~n.creasing tlhe waier power, T,his aocom/p'lished, 'he proceeded
to searc'h far a suitable piece of tiJrnber for a shaft. Afiter a great deal of d,iffi-
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cuaty he ,succeeded in getting a tree streight as a line, sound as a rock and free
from knobs. It w·as he,wed and p~aned into an O'Cllagonal shape and mortised.
There it drop,ped. That timber wa,s never used for its intended pU'l"'pose. The idea
of erecting mills waG alband,oned because the government had dectided to con
struc't a canal which would Oif course destroy his water pOIWer. After U1e can·al·
was finished the government gave him in lieu of what he lost a transfer de'e-d of
the IIJew power thtat ",,"a's creta>'ted to the exJtenl of 8 run of stones

In the meanlime he formed lhe acquMl1Jt'ance of Dr. Jessup o[ Bro.okvtille
who owned the High Fa'lIs on the NaHon River a,nd wilJh him he made a trade
thinking, no dOUIb't, t·hlilt he would haVe a better water privilege there than here.
To th,is High Fatls lhe terror of all rafitsmen Mr. Oas'tiemlan wel1Jt, aJblilnd'Oning
his splendid stone residence and rar'e opportunities a-t Po,inlt Cardin.aJ. There he
buill l'arge milols, there bved many years mUiOh res-peldte-d .and there' he died.
Previous 'to his departure from this place, he, Major Clark and Daniel Aikens
:and a few others now an dead and gone conceived the idea of esta:blishing a
steam bO'all landing her-e. Hemto,fore capta,ins and owners of boats fought shy of.
Cardinal Pa'int. The stream was swift, the bo,ats were n,o t so easily managed as
they are now and cO'ffip:anies were not prepared fin.ancially to take any risks.

Knmving that Lord Elgin was a.bout to be sent out as Governor-General of.
Canada they changed the name of the p'lace from Edeward6hurg to Port Elgin
hoping thereby to secure his aid in carrying their wishes into effecl, but his
Excellency e'il'her would not or could not influence bo,a,t owners to stop at this
poil1lt and in .f1act the large bO<lits never did call hcrc un,til a few yea,rs ago. For
some years a,Her this the Post Office here was called Port Elgin. Dr. Jessup
never lived in the Village and made very Ii ttle improvement on his property.
About this time the governme,n t d·ec'ided t.o build the Gallop' Canal. The pl'ace
was surveyed, the co-ntra'D1 let and Dr. Jessup gCit other cla'ims for canal damage.
The c'anla,l was not lo'ng in const.rucHon. It. broughit with it a goo{[ wa'ter power.

Aibout this timc Mr. Wm. Mead 90 favora.bly and So well Im·own came with
his sister to live in Cardinal. Along with him came Mr. Hitchcock, to whom W1aS

deeded :the water power hy Dr. Jessup. His intention was to build a grist mill.
This news waiS of cours.e to the people throughout the town1srup like the sound
of the sitvery t.rumpet to the Jewish p'e-ople at the ushel'1ing in of the year of
ju,bilee. They wer·e tired of carrying their grain Long distances to the n)iilt to be
ground, also every man in the to'WJlsll,i,p turned out to a "bee" for h'auling stone.
A great heap of stones was leU in the neighborhood 0'£ the S,ta~h Fadory but
it was never used by Mr. Hitchcock, he having became inso'lvent. He soon after
wards gave over hlis c,laim to t.he water privtiJege to Mr. W. G. Belns'on Who had
just arrived from Eng·land.

A little previous to this there apP'eared a young man \\~ho hrad been and
still is a prominent personagc in lhe history of our village during the past 45
years. This person is Mr. Keon-eth MacPherson who oarrne here during the
·eons'trllc>bion of the Gal'l'oiP Canl1l1 and \\~as -e'lll;P'loyed as salesman for Mr. An{[rew
EHio'lJt the contractor. The little log build'ing used as a store where Mr. Mac
:Allerson firs't sold goods, stood near wlhere s,wil1Jg bridge noow sp'ans the canl1lJ.
Here he was eng.aged until the completion of the canal, after which he moved
into the village, built 9lTIall store, little weslt of where his house stands, as nearly
as I can rememlber store stood middle present laJwn. From the Post Offi·ce to
west corner of M'a'cpherson's lawn lhe r·olad stood there as now. Passing this
point westward it took a curve in a southerly dire·ction passing through the lot
where Mr. G. Alliso-n Lives and ha-ek of the lot owned by Mrs. Izwing now o'wned
by Mrs. Ken Todd sltriking the school grouna ne;ar the bank of lJhe river as
far as Joel Adam's place v;here Ma-. Wm. Hunter now lives thence to Pres
cott. Dilling the constrult;tion of coanlal, road was stra1i,ghtened. New l'oa·d feJt to
be boom to torwn. Wish I could say s'ame of changes affeded by present gov
ernment in the construetion of nelw canal. Our town has rc'ceive,d a blow from
which it will never recover. Mr. Kenneth Macpherson married Miss Harriet
Graves.

He then boughJt a block of land on which he built his horne an{[ store, now
oceup,ied by Mr. GaG'tleman. Mu~h of his land he sold in lots. Mr. Robt. Stitt,
Ad'am Bal~ber (Harry Proser), Thos. Cleland IG. W. Good'l'ich), W. A. Logan, C. E.
CETlIgJlish SCO't;tl, John C:unninghJa;m (R. McLatchie), Mrs. Jacks'on IC. Gilded aUld.
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Mns. Fair<badrn (Geo. Cl'j;f)ford), aE ereclled hous:es a ,crred'lt to Vhe plaoe. Mr.
Andrew Maqpherson, marrlied M,is,s Florenlce Bowen of Iro-qu,ois. He boughrt: the
Latge stone building CEtYr.on Sarver) for hiis s-tore, blUiJlt Iby' Mr. -and Mrs. Mos,es
MjoGan.n·on (Mary Jane Byrne. d,aUJghter of L,arry Byrne).

MARiCH 24---1898
"What is a letter? Let affection l'ell
A voice whi,C'h speaks from those who distant dwell,
A silent !:anguage u'btered to the eye,
Which envious distance shaH in vain deny
A link to bind when circumstance part
A ohain oJ feeling stre,tched from heart to heart,
Formed to conlVey like an electric ch3'in,
The mystic Ha'sh, the lighting of the br,ain
Q'onveys a,l once, through its remotes~ link
Affections Nfe puJse in a drop of ink."

One of the first requisites in our village was a post offll'ce. A history of
our mail d.elivery may be intere.-.ting to many of your readers. The first Post
Master was MJajor Clark, a retired half pay Olfficer of the army. The office was
in a store owned by the l\%jor. I remember him and it well. 1 remember posting
a letter there, yes, a leNer and thought I h'ad done some. thing wonderful, felt as
if I had conferred a favor on the Major. The ma·n who mailed a letter in those
days was looked at and the man who got one especially if it h'ad a large envelope
on it looked u,p to as a person abov-e ordinary morta.Js. Old age and iniirmity
induced the Maj or to give up the PoS'i. Office. It Vias transferred from him to
Mr. M-artinus Cas~h~ffiian and placed in the spacio'Us srtone house built by Col.
Hugh Munro. Here the mail was depos,ited for a long time. It was carried in the
oLd fashioned mail coach and s'l-eigh and dl'a,\vn by four horS€s. Passengers in
those days weIllt by the stage, there being no railroad. 'I1hey were left M a hotel
kept by Mr. Daniel Aikens. The four hOTses '\V-ere driven to MJ-s. Benson's house
where they left and received the mail and Te'burne'd 'to the hote'! where
the horses were exchanged for fresh ones. The next route was to PresC'ott v.ihere
,the horses were exchJange-d again and so on to the end of the jO'lHney. The
return trip was performed in a similar manner. The second pos,tmasteT Mr.
Cassleman 1e.13t this place long a,go and is like his predecessor gone l>ve'r to t'he
great majority. Mr. Wm. Aikens, son of Daniel Aikens came from the States and
went into busliness with his' father. Soon he left his father and engaged in a
small business of his own, which he left and went to Prescott where he again
en~ged in business. Here he cont·inued for a fe,w yea,rs but being unsuccessful
returned to Cardina'1 and lived wi'th his family in a stone bunding that stood
where Mr. Dowsle·y',s large and commodious drug store now ~ands. In a shop
that stood on the front street just above the midd~e door or! Mr. John Dillonls
splendid brick block (Rtanson Block) which Ie-ads to Mr. Bl>rquin's £lne jewellery
shop and also Mr. Merchant's tailoring s'hop. He s~anted a =a11 grocery and
there the ma,il was tran.stferred to him. His clerk was Johnnie Leacy, a name
more familiar than there is now in o,ur viHage. Johnnie was then a very little
boy quite handsome, iull oi aetiviby, th·orou.gh:ly reliable and ibound to mJake hIs
mark.

He remained wi.lth Mr. Ailre,ns for a Ionlg fume 'until in,Hrrrn'ities oiE old age
comp·elled the ltaHer to rdire from business-. The Posit Office and grocery then
came into Mr. Le·acy's p-o,'>Seslsion. He s'cem.s to have done well for he was able
in a v-ery shod time to p,ur0has-e the property at the corner (Dundas a,nd Le<wis
St.) wher,e he built a briek store a,nd post office and finally his o,wn comforta'ble
diweHling whiC'h is such -a credilt to him. "Jadr" as he was foa,milfarly 'kn·own was a
genial fellow. kind and obliging in diSiPosition and eJeceedingly pop.u.lar with
young and old. He was united in marI"ia,ge to Miss Sa'raih McCarthy, the da'ughter
of thc late and hi'ghly esteemed Mr. John McOarlJl1Jy oJ Pr-esc'ortt. But deaith
claimed him. as we thouglht too soon. He was taken aJ\.",a~ in his youth grea1ly
misse'd and I'amenled, learving a widOlw and three children to mourn his loos.

The Post Offi'e€ wa,s then lr,ansierred to Mrs. Leaey who by the assistance
of her brotther-in-lJaw Mr. Wm. Leacy - the well !mown Lacrosse p]ayer~keeps

it in fifSlt cl'as\S' srtyle. Thws it will be seen thl&rt: OUT p_ost office ohanged h:ands
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First built by Hugh Munro, later the Benson resld<:D~e, subsequently the
Cardinal High School

five times, eluDing all the time it was here, wllic'h cavers a period 0If about 70
years, 1\'11'. Wm. Aikens a~ready alluded to I knew well. I had reason to .know
him. We went to schoel together, played and studied togelher. Bul as far as I
can remember we never quarrelled. The old s'(~hool hous'e was once l'he horne of
Mr. Joel Adams. Hut ,he being of a pus'hing thrifty and ambitious dispositJ.on)
built the stone house now owned by Mr. W. Hunter was considered in that day a
wond'eriul srtruC'lure. The old frame ho·us:e va,cated w·as boughJt Jar a sehool ,house.
H stood a lHUe 10 the eas,t and sou'l,h olf ~he brick house 011<ce owned by Mr. John
Adams. The old well from which We slaked our thirs,t stood in the middle of the
present J'oad. No &rboO'I. wiB ever stand again where that one s'tood. The cam'a'!
swept its Jounda,tions away. The teacher who has long ago moulded in'to kindred
du~t. I reme·mlber well, t'hough strange to s:ay I have fmg<l'liten his n,ame, and
there is not one living here now who played wilh me 70 years ago on the beallili
iul hanks (}J the majesti'C SoL Lawrence from \~1hom I can le·a,m it. SpeUing s'chools
were common here even sUlc'h a long time ,ago, Nearly all !-he scholars were
there. Somelimes we had rn.a'[cbes, I rememlber one, 1VI1ss, Am.n Anderson, Mrs.
Joseph Byers' molher :md Mr. Daniel Humphny, brother of the late Mrs.
Poupore were the leaders. T.hey chose sides. The teacher Sltood out be
tween the two ro'ws and s.oon spe,lIed us all down except the leader. 'TIllese stood
their ground until the teacher ga'lle it up. It fills me w>ilh sadness when I think
tha,t with the exception of Mrs. Byer's mother and myseH all who were there
that night are filling a lonely grave either here or in s·ome pmt of the world.
Whether Wm. Aikens was lhere that night I cannot SlaY. He was rather reserved
in disposition and seldom (ound out at night. No man kne~v him betJter than I
did, I knew him in his father's bal', in his own store, in his flie,ld when he farmed,
in chul'(lh whel'e he worshipped, but I nev~r did know him to do anything but
what was s1tl'ictly correc,t. He was married to Miss Del.mcey Graves, a sister of
Mrs. Macpherson alre'a,dy alluded to, Thcy had two (Laughters one o{ whom was
untited in marriag·e to Mr. Dannen amI the other to 1\'11'. BrOUSe both of whom
,vere engaged in business in Pres'cott for some time until Mr. Carmen moved to
Toronlto w,here he now lives.

Irnfirmlitles of o'ld age indu-ced Mr. Aikens' to give up his business after
which he moved on a Jarm. Here Mr, and lVIrs. Aikens lived until they were
quiite old. They sold their fa,rm to Mr. J. P, Lambert, Mr. Macpherson's son-in
law, who rebired on a-ccouut of ill health after a most su.ccessful business' career.

Business being set-tled Mr. and Mrs. Aikens moved· to Prescott where they
spent the rest of their days with their daughters and were buried in the cemetery
at Cardina·I.

In last chapter - Dr. Jessup of Prescott, shou:ld r·ead "Mr. J'essop of
BrockviHe."
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MARCH 31-1898
m 1Jilis chl3rplter we S~1'aliL give s'ome of th.e conSitrueiion of the Gallop

Ca,nal. Commem.iCling ~t easll ha'!·f wihriCJh extended from the head of the 'lock to a
point bhen 1Jh.e propet"ty IOf Mr. ISiac Ga,toes but noiW owned by lVI.T. B'anbe.r. The
conl.va!(jtor wa's Mr. Andrelw EUJiolt a Lowland Sootsman geniJal f,e'1ll'ow, kind to
his men. Hjs crew mus't always be succa'lSiful if it were in hls power to make
them so, I .remember weN and lJhe .recollecltion makes me feel a,s if I c'ould weep,
there '.vas a jumping m~·t()h arI'an,ge,d betrween .title PI'€scott and Card'ina'l Days.
Mr. Elliot '~O'ok ,a deep i'rulerest in thc mlat;c,h. When it came my turn to leap he
came beh'ind me, paHed me on tlJ.e baek and said, Coman ye b-ee't1,ed~la'd, show
bhese Prescott lads Wlhat ye oan da,e". his w·ords so inspired me tJh'al; I Ie'aped
beJlond the funthest m~rk, and decided the ga'me for Cal1dinal.

The c:anJal work ""1as all done by h~nd n'o m<lC'htinel'y of any kind. Darts,
horses, pickS', axes, 'and w'hee'! bar.rows, and shov'els wer·e the means chiefi~ used
excav,ation anJd construotion of the embankment. The work began in 1844 and
was completed in 1847. Mr. Elliot resided IJe.re but business ooHed lrim to another
place. The Wit lock was being bui-lt simul taneously wibh t!he Clarua't by Mr. George
Crawford of Broclt'vtille. TIle I·a·bor -day extended from 5 a.m. till 7 p.m. and the
ra'tes were 50 c,en'ts. A Slmal]] sum indeed but nD man was defraud·ed. The men
worked .from 5 bo 7 a.m. when lhey brealcf'aslled. An IllQlur w,leS allowed for tMs.
And ·another hour f'or d'inner.

Messrs. Geo. And'el'son, Samuel Adanls, J,oeJ A,dl<1lffis, a.od John Burns were
1he firs't ma·nage['s of tIlle lock and the jlir·st to open th.e toek to navigation. Mr.
Doc:he.nby and ]\oLr. J,ohn lV1icNu,~ty also tabored on the I,oek ([uring George AndeT
son's time. Tlhe LaIborcl's .engage,d in excavat-ion were c,hie!Ily from Ireland - men
of physical endurance. They settled on what ",as eaUed "canal paltch", a tract af
land that stretidhed e'ai>tM"ard from the school ground where Messrrs. O. E. Gilbert
P. Adams, P. u'acy, Wm. Gl'ark and Doctors R.e'id and Gow, builit or boughJt their
residences Ith'aJt p,resent such a splendid rive,r view. Here the Navvies Wlho had
JJaunlhes built their liiltle shanillics 0:£ rough lumber about 12 R square. Single
meD as a rwe engaged the ",,1ife or mother of ano'ther famiJy to do thei.r cooking
for which she rece'ived the magn<iJficen,t sum o,f one slhilling and saxpence.

The DelOt pers'on· ,th'at will claim o,ur atten.tion is Mr. J·ose<ph Irving a young
man of p'luck and dellermiin.atiO'fi. Land,ed in PrescoVt in seatth of something to
do. By dhance he IeE in with Mr. W.m. Aiken and entered his bu·sliness as a clerk,
remaIined a number of yea.rs. I got acqlla-inted with h'im belf'ore he ever ],anded
in Cardtinal. JuSit then the Oa.riiboo gold fe'ver was raging. Mr. Irving c:auglht j,[,
along wi.tJh Mr. James Thompson, who had just then ~rl1ived and of whom we
shall have somebMng to say la~er on. Thos. Harbottle, Mr. Wm. Dinwoodie four
ScobchJme·n and Mr. Aru;on .Armsit.r.ong, a brortJheJ' of MTs. James Thompson. TIIt'ose
five formed t:hemselrves ,int·o a party and slarted for the Fraser Riiver. They all.
returned with heaviet' p·u.rSleS. Mr. Irving tihen started a sitore ,in Cardin'af on the
corner wh-ere ·the Post Offke now sltJands, mlarie-d M[ss Wlhite od' Kempitville. He
dad a good busti.'lles's an-d f'ClT a rtime was qUite succC'ssful and as H is c:ommo·nl;y
believed wou~d have beeiI1· Iairly weLl od'd' had he confined hJi.mself stri.cUy to
business. For a time was quiite sulCc'essil'ul. His fdends (if friends we may call
them) brougM llim Io,rlth irulJo tihe are<l. mun1ieip'al combat. He went, he Slaw, he
conquered and found for rums,eM a comfortable seait in !the coullcia of Edwards
bUJl'g. He aglain ait the insViga1bi'On. orr W' fl'iends en~ers tilIe fieM for tihe Reeveship.
Thl's also h.e Wlon. Business w.as neglected' a.nd he od' C'OUJ:lSe f1adled. About tJh1s
1tirn-e Mr. Be<nson was decteod to Dominion Goverrnment. kving secured a positllon
in Post OffIce in Regina. T:o this he re,p:1lIired b~dding f'aTerwe'll to his rna'ny friend-s
aTlid rtJhe sc'enoe of an adtive life and alJthoug{h he did n'ot like the Nortlh West stm
he ::went the rema'inder o-f his I,ife the·re, and there he was hurned. He was a
oha!1ter member oil' t!he A.O.W. (Ancient Order of United Workmen). Mr. James
McLaltdhiie wa.s a warm persona,l f~i'end, p'a1id up mOll1'thly assessments and dues.
FaTIlcy bhe joy that mws't h'ave flilled the l,oneay widow's heat"t when slhe found
heroelf tJhe rooipielflrt of a check worith $2,000 and ·bhe gilJadness that fiLled the
generOUs dJonars SIOul.
APRLL 14-1898

lJastt week we g;aIV,e a, b.r<ied' outline ()f a life toot moont a great deal to this
p'la'ce - llhat of Mr. Ben"on. Closely assooiated 'With IhUn in wock of tihe factory
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and One olf his oldest and most trusted emp['oyees and firsl! to jolim. h'ian to ma,ke
starch, Mr. Martin Leacy, who is S'tHl at hds post. His labonq, in c'onnectlion with
the f\a'C'\:ory d,'alte from its'lnciplen.cy, and mus't therc'rOire hnve been in hils presemrt
position over 35 yeal's, wMoh is a lo'ng Ume to be in t'he empJoyment M one
compaln'y. Du.r~ng a great pant olf t,hia.t time he had s,ome!Jhing to do e'very day
with money matters ",Ih.i'ch SJhows that he always, just as he d'oes today enjoy
the fulleSit oorufid,ence of his emp,~oyeDs. Ma'nyo olf those Wiho we.re C'onitetrnp'oI"a([leous
wIth him gave up U!'eir posli-tions permance for something more hl~rative. Some
dioUlIJ~les.s hlave been disch.arged and others a.rc dead and gone. ]t is there:fore
with a feeHng akin to re'verence (<11111-1 we apopro'ach a m'an who nas' passed t:hrowgh
aH the viC'issitudes inse'P-.ula!ble from an instr.iJlultion such as the starclh fa'ciory is.
Mr. Leacy was the hoppy fa,ther of a large and regpectllibLe family, IOUlr od' \.,!1-om
are s,ons. l1h~r names- are P.atric'k, J,o,hn, Ja:mes and William. Two of these ~l'a,ve

al,ready been 3'Uuded to in connection with the post offiCe- - J,onn and WiJ.liam.
They weDe aM ed,uca,ted in o,ur PU'blic s'cho'ol and it is sUll ,1 treet to hear 'them
talk of ~he days v;:hen Mr. SlrniVh wielded the bil'tcl1 and how with i't he often
brou~ht the loads of th,eir d,:try speedily to the'ir senses. WhelTI they grelW up to be
young me,n they sitar ted out in busin~'S for thems:elve<s. Su'C'ce,ss invariably
crowned their ed'for'ts. They S'eemed to gl~de a-long as if on smooth ice with
s!Gl.tes on their f'eell. If ever ,they were un,fmltun8Jte eniQugih to break through the
Ice they -always had sufficient agiHty to get l1hemselves out again. They were
alwa)'ls noted for bcing dever, off hande>d young mr'n. If a S!\l.'b,5Joript~O!O. is, requj,re{\
for ohurdh, burying gro'und 0,1' chaTiity th,ey h-eoad the liis,t, and the bes!t oi all is
thart ~t seems to br a 'Pleasure to lhem to 'he'~p along any needy caJUse. "Patsy"
as he is tamilUarly known ha,s an elegant hardwar,e SIt'ore a'nod tin shOlP' on Lelwls
St. (apavtment across from C. Cook'~ Store) thait wou!ld be eredit-Bible in any
dlly plaCe of business.

J'ames is in 'tfhe dry go()ds a.nd grocery b-usdnes-s on the corner of Dundas
and Wallter St. The store is a new b.l'ick with a fronltage tfuJaJt presents a fine
appe'axance.

"Jimmy" has bui.rt up for hJimselif a nice buS'in>e-ss and is de,servedly 'popu
lar wibh al.1 his cu~tomers.

"JOhnnie" was once Ree've o:f our vms,g,e a'n.d "Pa>tsy" wa,s often a member
m the counall and for bhe p'ast two years served on the Schl()oJ BOflird.

"Patsy" mar.ried MartJha; Byrne, dJaughter of Mr. La,wrenee Byrne of
ELgin. "James'" filarried Mal"garell K'a,vanaugh, "Willie" married Mis's Minnie
Whi,te of Prescolt, her father was lihat town's first Mla,yor.

p.erthlaps the person most -closely .allied witJh Mr. BenISon w.as the late
lamenled Mr. John Reid. (Grandif.athe.r to F,rank amid Joh.n R. Dodge>. Mr. Reid
was a native of Belfast, Ireland. His fa:ther move<:! to Pre&ldM whem J'oh'n was a
~re lad and engaged ,in C\!lbinet making, When quite young Mr. Reid joIned his
i1ather and be'CiBJme a p,artner in the busine'Sis but mee'bing wrlU! an un{wtunarte
accident by lMhi-ch he lost h4.s a,rID he was obHged to try wmeltlhing else and is
often .the case things 1Ih'at appear to UI> caJ11lm'i,tous pro'Ve to be but the rough and
rugged wav,e, the fickiloe biHo<w tJ1JaJt bears us on to a more congenial Slhore and
paoou.res ne!\\'. So it doubtles,s WIl,S in Mr. Re<i'd's Clase. We never would have
known him probal!J.ly but ror the loss of his, a'l1ITl. He came to C1ardiIlJal as a
eu'stom'ls House Ofll1ice'r. Helre he cOiTI,~inued untal Mr. Pickens left. Mr. BensQll
got acqua,!nte<d wiltJh h'im flnd noted his alacD~ty fOr business. He s'oon en,gaged hLm
as h~is clerk. Often 'hav,e r seen them c-onsultt togel1.he'r. In a S'ho-rt time hr had a
thQrough gras'p' of Mr. Bens'on's entire business and was S'oon a;pp'oinrteid genern'l
man'ager. A poSlition whdch he fHled with the greateslt aoce;plta!IllOe to all parties
eon~erned. His energy and forethought tenJded ~argely to eoo'anc.e the VlaJue of
Mr. Benson's properlty and to mu'lltiiply htis enterp,pis-es. One of the remarkab~e

thdn'g)s' rob-out ·him was t.hat he seEmed never to for'ge't anything no ma,~ter how
many irons he had' in the fire 'he sujjfered none of tlhem to blurn.

In po1'i'li«;._s---.hg was a stauniCh conservaHve. For some time he served as
Reeve of our village. Fe'w men 9h·owed suoh great activi'ty in life. His willing
shouldoers got plenty to bear.

But ilt wlas \VI::thun the s'aered pfeicinc'(,SI o,f his own home that he shone' _
with the greatest lustre. There he was much loved for he I'oved l<I1em al'1 and·
aJJthoug:h he WlaS- n€JVcr ha,rsh to his c:hHdrn, none of them ever thO'l\Jgiht of di~obey·
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iIllg him. It was ~he fear th.at works by 1ove. He YV:as marrJed in e-airly l'lfe to MIlss
D<Y\vsley of PresC'ollt, whose broltJhers are so weE aJ1d s,o fla'V'Orably mown both in
PreSICot't and in CaJldinaJ. He was a-cting superintenc\lanlt of the CanaJ and whHe
pedonmin:g title dutde.s pertaliruing thereto ,h'is horse ran alway and threw him to
Lhe ground fl"Om w hili he received an injury wih'iJch brought IhIlm to the grave.
He was not old bUit cOffilplar<lflve'ly y-()un.g, aWhou.>:h his hfe- mas l,ong for life 1s
IllJdt me'asured by years buL by the amu -t -of wurk done and measuring Mir.
Reid's life by Lhis test, his liJfe \,,-.as cel La'nly a lon_, one .. He was bunied in the
cemetery at Pre!:l'coti slU'frounded by a host ~f sorruwing fll"iends.

APRIL 21-1&98
It wou1-d S'cal1 ely be jusrtJice to 'llhe living !ll", fair to tJl1e dead if bhis hIstory

were closed wtit1hout (.<alling up the me,mory of Mil'. Jlame-s ThoITllp'Son, wlhose name
is sUB fresh -and grc<~~Lly vene!.' ted. He as \)oxn a't GlentJanner n'ear ~boyne,

SCO~~JJIl<d jn 1822. In ~h-e 22nd year he immigr-ated to Canada, l.andiTIlg at MontreaL
At t,he time of Lhe oon;<;-lru(ltion of the old c~nal Mil'. MactPlhers:on bdng in need
of som -assi. nce wro'le to a friend in M.nntreal for sucih help a-s he needed.
The :In!>vt!r \.0 the inquiry \\'as'lr. Thompwn who wi.:\<lked from Iroqu'ois grip in
hand, urcs..sed ne<a.t;!y in a SccltliSh s'Uit and c'ap, a so1!.m fliJgure, but f,u:1J of activ1ity.
He was en,ga-ged a!t o'ru~e and p"'Jved to ! 111(! ni,ghlt man in the riglhit p,tace. He
arrived in t.he year 1844 ot" 5. Ve were Lh n slmply a community or neigaubor
hood not even a '1iHage. Dt w'as wecide 1 Lo S Jilt a debating school. The room was
provided, I C'annot recaH hhe building. and the "chool had been gOilng for a few
nights. Mr. Thompson was in the neigh!x>rlhood but not in ehe Siclhool. He was
considered a 'U'i'trrvjler an<") an immi-gnllt at. that. FmnaHy he g()lt acquali.nted wM.h
some ad: the me bel', who invited 1m ~.o come in. The ilnvit:atJion was accepted
and Mr. T. was cnrollf1d as a memhcr of the "DebaVin Sode!ty". abO'u:t 1Jhis time
SqUlire l\1iC'l'vI' lan· a, he was ca-lled. an el.derly ge-nU ,an who s,eemed to take a
deep interest '-ll H! d~bate. Oonducted "Very mu alS i,t i~ now. Two lea(\ers
we-re cl"1osen. T e. e chose "l:iheir (oUawers. The last or albout the l-aslt oo-osen was
this stranger, thi" itnml~r nt Mr. Th.omp-son who was supp-osed not to know
much. Squire McMHllIn chosen (\ airma,n of title meeting and judge of the debaole,
SUlbjelclt chosen "whioh afford,; tlw grf'ate-~t pleasure, married or single life".
All things being ready the argu: ent begen, en'ch taking turn, 'Dhe judge seemed
to enjoy jot very much. When Mr. Tho'llIlp.90n's turn c'ame he so compi-ete<ly de
mobshed the a,rgumem1. of the OPpOShl', p'arty the Judgc had no difficulty in
decidirug the case.

Squiire McIvIi'llan came to this pI-ace a complete Sltranger. A man of a kind
soc1<lJb'le and friendly dispos'it,ion nnd not at a.\l haUg'hl1.y ].ike s()llll-e governmeIllt
aDficers. He came under insfrudions to adt as paymaster on the canal and had
the honor of bein:g the fjrst man' {;halt paid a dollar to lock men. Hi's jurlsdJiotion
extended from F'>arran's Point to the Gallop guard lock, He w.as appointed by
government t<J receive all passes for boats of all dcscriptlioln that p-as-s-ed through
Cardinal lliil lock. To him also was givcn -authority 10 issue a].e.arance t1ckets to
those who had come to the 101c:k maSlter before the boat \\,as supposed to pass.
He died in spriin;g of l347. His OIon Robert then took up tthe oflfice.

I>t woul'd seem Mr, l'hompson 't,O'o-k a [-aney to this pl.ace, as if he SI<L!{\
to hJiJms-el£ "this i,s my home henceroriN', He en;gaged for some tIi.me wititl Mr.
Maoplhers'On as clerk in his store. But the gold fev-er soon took posseslS'ion of ihim
and awalY he went to California where he remai-ned 'Until sa-bIsllied wUh his good
fortune. Upon his rellln\ bought farm where Mrs. ThollTJpson now LiNes. (Barker
Property). Soon afterwards his ma.rr~age to Miss ArmS'trong, dauglhter of late
Henry ArmsJtrong (Oarmen Bro",,"T1 Farm) took place. In one w!ay quite unique.

" A pienn-c was to take iP~~-ce. lot was d·ecided th'at one ll1Iarria,ge should take place
at U:t-e p-~CD'ic, Only two or three k!new. Both bride and groom were tJh-ere and
worlrod hia,rd to maJke the pi,cnJic a suoreS'S. Merrimenlt at its hliglhest pitch WAS
suddenly arres'te(\ by the ulllls'UaI si~t of a l-ady delcked in bridal array. The
p3ll'ty S'tood in tlhe shGde of an apple Lree in the ol1chard a,t Lhe chee.se factory
west oil' C'ardJinal While the uupmat ti.e was formcd. He then foHorwed f=ing
until tihe news of discover:y of gold on Uhe Oa.riboo and Fraser Riv-ers. He d-eter
mined to try his fortune once more~aj:(ain was su-ccesMm. Then. returned t<J
hiis faron. About this time he was engag d by Mr. Benson as assislt!ant bookkeeper.
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He nandled money for the factory every day for 22 years and I never be'a.rd a
complaint against hiJrn. Elected to eMership of Pr,esbyteriJaill Church 1876. It was
wiith alarun his fr<ienJd6 noti'ced his failing heaUh. Speedily and calJrnly the enod
came, After a s'o'!emrn servlice conducted by his p,as'tor, re.mains were laid in old
bU.l'}'Iing ground.

CHURCHES

HISTORY OF CARDINAL 1898-APRIL 28

It is impoS'8thle to C'onc1ude a HiStory of any plJace witJhoUJt a reJerence
to bhe rise and pro,gr'e's'S etE tbe Chul'lc'hes in that ecmmlUnHy. These are inse;ptara,bl,y
eonnelcted wlth the material and mo.r:al pros'perily of t~e people. I propose then
to fiinish this hiSilory by giving a brief s'ketclh olf dhuwhe-s. We wliJll talke them jn
the order in: wh1clh they were esta!.bHsihed.

Alb-out 'Ij years ago the Rev. Mr. Boyd opened up a mission solation 'here
aUld at regular inltervals conducted sendce in a school house that stood on Col.
Fraser's farm not f·ar .from the p.[a:ce Where the tower e,f the old chuwh of EngJand
now standls. This eontinueel for a year when it was prop-os(/-d to butild a church.
The s'ite was given by Co), Hng'h Munro, the very spot where the new and s-tateIy
ehul'ch now s'tiln(ls, with praiseworthy energy tilley buiJlt a !>tone ohurch, the
Jront of whioh Mood where the boack of present one st,ands. lit. was nC 1t gay or
fasnionalble ll'Ut it was strongly buii),t ,and we'll finished. 11he can tractor was Mr.
Gra,harm ilnd his hrolJhEr, bOWl of ,,",'honl I,ived al that time wlhere Mr. Geo.
Freum now lives on 2nd conces,s·ion. The appea.ranCe of the church was much
the s'ame as the ,old Metlhodislt. Churclh, slbil,1 st\3.nding and l1C~V o,,",ll,ed by Dr.
Williams. Sitairs atE many s,teps led up to the h'igh boxed up old foohioned pulpit.
Ait Ihe front of the pu'lpit stood the pre'centors box. There was :1 door on every
seat. Neither ve~ltry nor hasermer:oI. were thougM o.f. Dr. Boyd first pastor o,pened
church and eonUnued to preaclh in it until he retired from the minisrtry. There
were long tables made, slI>Cih as are seen at dinners in the open ak for com
mUIllion SClasons, whj,[1h when us,ed were covereel wi th pure linen. Around rth:ls
t~ble ~he members gathered. It wlas a solemn time. Some of the p'eople c'ame
from Iroquois, Mainsv'ille, Pit-tElton, and elsewhere. If the.re were no,t room enough
at the fiirJt table ['hen [Ihe ta hie was pre'pared a second time, and the whol:"J
ser",ice gOllie Dver again. This ofoten oc'cupied from 10 a.m. un 4 p.m. The elders
who s'erved the talbles a·t that time are remembered by only a veI1Y few people.
The I,~t.e lamented JOSlhua Montg'omery',s father. John, and his grandfather were
eltTers, so also were Mr. Elliot. olr froquois. Mr. Mdnto,£,.' aT Pres'c'Ott, Col. Hugh
Munro and Jos. Mil·ler of the s'econd concession whose great grandda,ughter now
sings in {hds C'hurch. It is said t'hat Col. Clark called to inquire flor Mr. Miller's
healt:h which VMs rather precarious at that time aru:! thJalt the reply was-I am
,as skk a m'1l11 as was ever in Irel,and.

Dr. Boyd's s,uctessors were Revs. Geggie, MelVJille, Taylo'r, M:cKibbon,
and bhe pres'ent in'cumlb'ent. Organs in chur.ches w,ere loo'ked up,on as instru
ments of the devil. 'Iihe introdurctio'n otf one would produce boland-shed. Choirs
were no't thought of. The singing \Va" led by a precentor who of'ten gave the
dearest e(viden,ce lbat he never abtel1Jded a mus;ioal college, sometimes it was diJ
fkul't to tE~'1 unUI Jle gClt near the end 01£ the lirst verse w'hieh of the three t.unes
he knew, he W,illS ai,ming a,t. Bass, t.enor and alto were not he,ard of. Mr. WiUidell
and Mr. Hector Wyilie often dud goood service in the precentors box. fit was
simple worsthi'p and :lll old fa'sMo'ned Clhurch, but it pl'oduted good men and
the oongrega'tion grew. It was resolved to build anot'her place of worship. A
cronmittee C'onsislring of MesSiIls. MacPhe.rson, J. Thompson, Wim, 01ar,k , John
Reid, John Grey, and James J\.kL.ratchtie was appointed to proceed with fue
erection 0.£ a new cihJurch. They were s-tr,idly enjoine,d not to exceed $1,500.00
in l1heir expeTldliture. The comm1 ttce heeded n·ot. 1';lC injul1'ct'iQll1, but proceeded'
with pI~aise'wo.I1lhy de1ermLrua'tion a,nd ereeted a't a costt of between ~ and 6.
thousand dollars, every cent of which has long Slince be,en p.aid, the h'and,some
anod comInodious edU'i,0e where the Presbyte,man congregati(YJl. nvM' worships,.
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The next den-omJin'ation to estiabJdsh their ca;use was ~e EipllsC'opalJIan
Ohureh. 'Dile Ivy enJ1:lwin.ed, t{)wer in, bhe E'PiSlcop'al bu.I1y1i'll'g g.l'ound sUJ[ rruarks the
spot where tJhe first church stood, The slite was a presenrt fI"om Coo, Fraser, He
also gave tJhe timlber f{)r the sins, sleepers" 'be'arms and raJflters, Irt w-as aU made
in the C'olone'l's swamp through whtidh the grand trunk ra'Uway now runs. W.
Cameron, Al.Jta,n Cameron's lJatJher, had the con1.rlae:t m: getJting oUJt tJ!l€ timber,
,he hewed and framed the tJim!ber in title woods where ·It grew. T'h'o-ugh but a
very l1.trtle boy I remem'ber it weld. Mr. GameJ"-on h'ad a yoke of oxen, ih&t he
called "Buck and Berry", with these hire·hed to a two pronged fork of a ·tree,
on which he placed the timbers, he dreIW the material to tile a>PP,ointed site.

The contractor for the Pres,byteru.an was tlhe rontl1a.Cltor for this churd&.
Amter the comple,tion of t>he church, the Rev. Mr. Lindsay, rtJhe first paStor, too'k
charge. Who hlis immediarte sUlC'eessor I d·o not know, b-ut Rev. Mr. Muclcl..estone,
Mr. Bai:ley and Mr. Mertzler aiflterwards took charge. I rennember attending a
sing\lng sChoCll in thts chul"Oh v.th'i'ch was carri.ed on for several Winrters. Mr, Henry
Arnnstrong .and Mr. McIlmoyle, wiho lived where Mil'. James,on now aves, seemed
to have c~arge of l1he school, and the best of order was keprt. Jlt was during this
that the chumh began to de~ay aJJd get cold, which inrluc-ed the E)p1scopaJlans
to ~hil1Jk of bulIddng another churoh, whJich tihey did in the centeT of the vH1age.
It is a ne'at b.l'i'C'k building, The sI'te wa's given by Mr. Beillson, ne.al\by st!a·nds the
parsorua'ge, also a comlfor~able brick dwelling. A fe-w years ag{) the cClllJgregatlon
decided to erecl a school room, which they d·id of bnick, and whioh presenJts a
ve1'lY neat appeaIiance and is, I am told, very come'ort-able within and quite sw.t
1l'ble for Saibbath school purposes,

The Metlhod'isbs originlally worshdJpped in i'he old stone school house, that
recentiry stood: on the corner o:f Mr. J.ameson's pl>ace. rt was aJbo·uJt the ye'ar 1851
th'a't tI1€ 01d E,ph.copa,1 Me\lJhod~st was buiIt, and as the &tory thla,t led to its eree
~ion is somewhat interesting I shall give it in deooH. Previous to the date given
a·11 or ne.amy aLl the Met-hodis'ts here were We6]yan, but they &trUJck a rock 1'n
wl1loh they spllt. The parties cl)iefly conceMed were· Messrs. R05lWell, Cook and
Peter Ad'lllITls Sr. Eacl1 of wlhom, WlaiS a cLas5 leader in t1he Church. The Weslyans
and Epi~cO'pa.] were nOit friiend1liy to each other. Mr. Wm, Aikens who was an
Episcopa'1 Methodist, used to go to his cross OCclas~on,aJry, He was then a stra'llger
I.n ,the place h1aving cl'ossed from the other side. He a,ttended Mr. Adams' c!lass,
a part of the d'ass and the mtruister objected, and gave Mr, Ad~ to understand
that he must no longer receive Mr. Allkens into his C'liaSlS. Mr. Adams refused
to obey orders and gla'Ve Minister arud congre·gartion to U'nders:tJand that If they put
Mr. Aiken ouJttlhey put him oUJt al51o. Mr. Adams meeting with determined

Bullt by the Honourable Colonel Thomas Frazer, known as "Frazerfield"·
thence thc Benson farm house, nOW the McNairn apartments, River Road

East.
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QPposition the'll withdrew from the cOOl·gr·egation and joined Mr. Cook who was
olass leader in the tOOrd conces9ion and >lAho received Mr. Ash~ey Dodge, an
Episcopall, into his dass. Both jO'ined the Epli9copal Ohrurch, and in !:his way
were led to bui'ld, Lhe old chumh stilil &tanding in Cardinla>l. 'I1he 'llhree men out
of ~heir slender pu·rses, almost built this church themsre>lrves. It went on slowly
for a time, but they s·ucceeded In f'Inis!hling it. The church still stan>ds and many
a glorious mee.ting was held in it. But ·lihe bU1i1ders of it are dead. The WeSllya\llos
then built another ohurch of stone, opp091te the p.1Joc>e where Mr. Rae Anderson
lives, bult after the union of the Lwo bodies they worshipoped together for man\}'
years In lJhe 0I!d church in the viHage . .A:flter difIflicuility ~hey bu'iIt a new church.

'I1he Ca·thol:ics were the !la&t to .build a place of worship in our ·WHa·ge. It
consistoo origJfilaJly of a plain bJ"ie.k buHding, whildh h.lS been improved from
tltme to time, as the congregaitl!on grEm' in strength, and now presents a neat
appeanance both from within and from without. Mr. BelllSon gave lJhe 9ite. The
churdh. at first stood east of the old gorvermnenlt road, which Wlas buillt by Mr.
J()hn Ad'ams in the year 1847. But since that time another streelt has been opened
up which runs paraHel with the Slide of the churoh. Father MasterSlQn of PreSiOott
ha's been the pastor oof this charge for many years. It is interesting to notice.
the harmon,y thla.t prevaals among these four churches. Each doing Its work in
tlhe way i.t seems best to them without let or hdnderanee on Lhe part en the otber.

And now ! have d,one. ! thank your readers for the a.ppreciatlon man!:
fested forom b1me to time of my etlforts, to recaLl a histony of our beloveod and
beau;t<\:ful VIliHa.ge and for their kind crltdoisms ! am aWlllre there have been errors,
but the pu.bHc will not forget thalt I have no reco.ros but th·at of my memory
from which to dra.w informa.tllon. And indeed it wourld ha.ve lJ.een wonderful if no
error had occurred. On the whole, however, the history Is Slubstantlally correct,
and perhaps some day will prorve intereS'tJing. There are many other persons to
whom I might allude. Persons who had a grealt deal to d,o Wlith the formation of
our conununlty, and the advaocement of its prosperdty, but I must leave it to
o·ther hands, who perchance wllJl take UJp the StOl'Y where 1 have letft 00'f, Long
after I have moulded into kindred oost.

Page One Hundred and T~'


