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the Shield. By now, in those settle- 
ments with sulficient agricultural 
land of good qualiiy. the setrier had 
become firmly esrablished. Clearings 
grew to the stature of farms; herds 
of catile and Aocks of sheep multi- 
plied; ihe horse replaced the ox as a 
beast of burden. Farmer and village 
tradesman became increasingly in- 
terdependent, and the furure of the 
villages seemed assured. 

But once again change swept the 
Valley. The tributaries of the Ottawa. 
their banks shorn of the best of the 
big timbers, were no longer choked 
with logs. Instead, the waterfalls were 
powering full-blown Cactories that 
turned out quantities of yard goods, 
tools, implements, and home furnish- 
jngs, supplanting the work of the 
small craftsmen. Some of the villages 
grew with their new industries to 
become prosperous towns. ln  others, 
craftsrnen were crowded out; trades- 
men vanished; milis iell silent, 
crumbled, and disappeared. But 
sometimes the villages remained. 

Pakenham, on the Mississippi 
River, is one of these. Ils history is 
the story of the changing way of life 
in the Upper Ottawa Valley through- 
out the years when the villages re- 
mained the focal points of ihe rural 
areas around îhem. 
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Most of tbe quoted material has been taken from handwritten 
documents or from newspapers of the times. Dismepancies, partini- 
larly in the spelling of names, were so common that errors in aames, 
s p e h g ,  capitalization, and punctuation have been reproduced in 
this history just as 1 found them, without comment except whcre 
the possibility of misinterpxetatjon existed. No doubt tbere are also 
errors of my own making and, if so, 1 would be pleased to have 
these drawn to my attention. 

June, 1963 V. McG. 
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1 : The Village Pattern 
Pakenham Vdiage is on the Mississippi River near the edge of 

the Canadian Shield,' in a township whose land mass js largely of 
unyjelding Precambrim rock and partly of: agricultural lowland. 
Ln bis situation it was bound to be afiecied by the character of the 
Shield as were so many villages of the Upper Ottawa Valley. For, 
dong the Mississippi, the Madawaska, the Bonnechere, and the 
Petawawa rivers, one of the limiting factors to settlement and gcowth 
was the great horçeshoe of rock that fans out from Hudson Bay. 

Not aii villages felt the impact of the Shield to tbe same degree. 
Some, sustained for a time by settlers who had been deceived by 
the maguificent pine forests, sparkling lakes, and turbulent streams, 
were deserted when thcse same settlers admitted defeat and aban- 
doned their unproductive holdings. Other villages, spawned by the 
timber trade, perished with its decliae. Some, inland from the rivers, 
could not compere in the factory era. Srill others, like Pakenham, 
supported by sufficient agrjcultural land to bridge the lean years 
between the boom days of the timber trade and the advent of 
water-powered factories, survived to a serene maturity. 

in the early 1800's, when the rivers were the ody highways, jt 
was natural that where waterfalls provided suitable sites enterprising 
pioneers should establisà tiny centres of iadustry and trade. These 
loneljl outpostç, with a grisuiiill. or a sawmill, a trader's cabh, and 
perhaps a tavern, filled an urgent need. Where once grain had been 
g rou~d  in primitive Eashion, the settler now carried it on his back 
to the mil1 at the fails, leaving a portion in payment for the few 
articles he could not make. As his clearings grew and his needs 
increased in variety and quantity, he became more and more depen- 
dent upon the little settlement. 

The Canadian Shield was ri& in timber, and the viiiage by the 
waterfall frequeatly became headquarters for one or more of the 
great Iumber barons. Wherever they established homes [lie tempo of 
of life increased, for their presence and iheir activiries stirnulated 
the infant economy. Through the slide at the fails plunged the great 
sticks of timber on their long, hazardous journey 10 Quebec. The 



shantymen and rivermen responsible for their hewing and driving 
had to be fed, clad, and supplied with tools; when they came out 
of the woods and up £rom the rivers they spend money recklessly. 
The settler, too, contrjbuted to the new prosperity. He could now 
supplemenr his income by working in the bush in the off seasons; 
he could dispose of hjs fam produce to the shanties. 

As a naturai outgrowth of the needs of lumberer, shantyman, 
and settler the villages grew and attracled a variety of craftsmen. 
The screarning sawmiii supplied lumber to the vilJage arpenter,  the 
cabinet maker, wagon maker, and Cooper to be made into homes, 
furniture, sturdy machines, and a multitude of wooden containers 
-barrels, firkjns, buckets-tàat were i n  constant demand. Tin- 
smiths, blacksmiths, and axe makers brought in raw materials and 
plied thejr trades along the muddy roads or beside the river bank. 
MIIiere before the humble homes of the settlers had served, churches 
and schools now provided the meeting places. 

As the years passed, the lumberman moved farther and farther 
up f ie  Shield. But by now, in those settlements with suf6cient agri- 
cultural land of good quality, the settler had  become firmly estab- 
lished. Cleariags grew to the stature of farms; herds of cattle and 
Aocks of sheep multiplied; the horst replaced the ox as a beast of 
burden. Farmer and village tradesman became increasingly inter- 
dependent, and the future of thc villages secmed assured. Tbe 
tradesrnan relied on the farmer 10 purcbase his wares, to supply 
staples of food for himself and bis farniiy, and to provide some of 
the raw materials of his trade. The farmcr, in mm, looked to the 
tradesman to relieve him of tasks once performed in his own cabin. 
The village tanner transformed his cowhides into leather; the saddler 
and the shoemaker shaped the leather into harness and shoes. The 
village carding miIl and the fulling miil took over the wool from 
his flocks, and weavers, tailors, and seamstresses manufactured 
clorhing for the fm family. 

But once again change swept the Valley. The tributaries of the 
Ottawa, their banks shorn of the best of the big timbers, were no 
longer choked with iogs. Inçtead, at every waterfall, these streams 
were pwering full-blown factories that turned out countless yards 
of cloth, hundreds of tools and implements, and a variety of borne 
furnishings, supplanting the work of the small craftsmen. Some of 
the villages, of course, grew with their industries to become pros- 
perous towns; others did not. In some, rhe craftsmen were crowded 
out iiever to return; the tradesmen vanished one by one; tlie mills 

fell silent, cmmbled, and disappeared. But some~imes the villages 
remained. Pakenham on the Mississippi is one of these. lts history 
is the story of the changing way of life in the Upper Ottawa Valley 
throughout the ywrs when the villages remained the focal points of 
the mral areas around them. 

i 2 : Plrysical Feariires of Pakenkam Townsl~ip 

l 
Pakenham Township, in which Pakenham is the only village, 

is said IO  have been riamed for Sir Edward Michael Pakenham, a 
brother-in-law of tbe Duke of Wellington. 1t was surveyed in 1822 
by John Booth under the direction of Reuben Shenvood, and is ten 
miles square, with the four corners painting almost directly west, 
south, east, and north; the north corner js less ihan thrte miles 
from the Ottawa River. The townsliip is bordered on the northwest 
by McNab Township, of Renlrew County; on the soiithwest and 
southeast by Darling and Ramsay, of Lanark County; and on the 
northeast by Fitzroy, of Carleton County. Cornering jt are Bagot, 
of Renfrew Couniy, on the west; Lanark, of Lanark County, on 
the south; and Huntley, of Carleton County, on the east. AC ont 
tirne Pskenham Township was part of the old District of Bathurst, 
but on modern maps it appears in the north corner of Lanark 
County. 

Tlie early surveyors retained the Indian narnes of the water- 
ways. They noted the large jrregular bay of Wa-ba-lak (White 
Lake)' that isolates a few hundred acres in tbe west corner of the 
rownship. They sketched in Wa-ba-lak's River (Waba Creek) flow- 
ing £rom the main body of the Iake and enteriog the township mid- 
way on its northwestem border to forrn an arc across the north 
corner. They saw thai the Madawaska River aJso took a tiny bite 
from die north corner before pathering in the waters of Wa-ba-lak's 
River on its way 10 the Grand (Ottawa). They charted, too, the 
course of the Mississippi River, entering the township from the 
southeast, crossino, the cast corner, and Dowing out midway on the 
northeast border through F i b o y  to ultimately joia the Grand some 
three miles below the mouth of the Madawaska. They probably 
explored the many tributary brooks of the Indian River (Indian 
Creek),* sorne draining the south part of the township and others 

fThroughour ihis his~ory ihe nanies lndisn Creek and Indian River arc 
synonynious and rcfer 10 the sireani thai flows ihrough Pakenham Township. 
exccpi wherr. orherwise notcd. 
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basic requirenenis of transponaiion and land made eniigration 
possible. The motives thai impelled the players across the broad 
and exciting stage were distilled of man y varied and cornplex hctors. 

In the 1800's emigration fever was in the ilery air? Public 
speakers, newspapers, and letters from earlier immigrants eloquently 
described Britisli Norih America as the land of prosper i~  wherc 
eveq man might be his o\m master. The prospect was a bright 
drcam ro the depressed and downtrodden thousands who stniggled 
hopelessly , against conditions created by the Industrial Revolut ion, 
to provide a dzcent social position for themselves and an assured 
future for their children. Unemployment aggravated by scores of 
disbanded troops foUowinp tbe wars, widespread hunger  JI the 
wakc of crop failurcs, and religious persecutions fanned the dream 
of escape in10 an obsession and sent tbousands to the seaports to 
swell die return cargo of the timber ships. Shipping companies, 
seaport towns, end carrying companies, swift to capital& on the 
p~ssibility of gain, added their efforts to speed the emigrants from 
Britain's sbo~es. 

Stage maazgers in this great drama of emigation were the 
o6ciais who shaped the colonial policies of the British Government 
and ihe men, Soth in England and Canada, who administered them5 
Among theçe, iii England, in the 1820's wcre Jhrd Bathurst, who 
prior to 1828 was Secretary for War and the Colonies, and Sir 
Robert Jolm \'Vilmol Horton, who in 1831 was appointed Under 
Secretary of State in the same administration. Horton, in particular, 
was a proponent of emigration to tlie Canadas at tbis period feeling, 
as he did, that  it woiild serve to reiieve poverty and unemployment 
at home and provjde labour in the colonies. In Canada, h m  1819 
to 1878, Lord Dalliousie as Govemor-in-Chief of the colonies, and 
for a h o s t  the çame period (1 8 1 8- 1828) Sir Peregriae Maitland as 
Lieutenant-Govemor of Uppcr Canada, wcre equally concerned, 
not only with emigration but with tht general administration of the 
Canadas. And with Maitland at York was Major Hillier, his secre- 
tary, upon whose shoulders fell inany of tlie problems of the early 
stttlers. 

Among the Uppex Canada oacials few were better known 
during the days of seetlement in Pakcnham Township than the 
Honourable Ptter Robinson. Robinson was bom in New Brunswick 
in 1785. but his parents came to Upper Canada in 1792, settling 
first at Kingston and in 1798 at York. He had distinguislied himself 
in the Wai of 18 1 2-14, and in 18 17 was elecled to the Legislative 

Assernbly of Upper Ca~ada for the east ridinp of York. In 1823, 
1824, and 1825 he was charged with canying out the emigration 
schemes of the British Govemmeat. In 1827 he was appointed 
Commissioner of C r o m  Lands with a seat in the Executive and 
Legidative Councils, where he continued until 1 836. 

Lieutenant-Colone1 Francis Cockburn, as assistant Quarter- 
master-General at Quebec, was al= weii l n o m  to incornhg emi- 
gants .  So, too, were the local adminjstrau>rs-William Marshall, 
Superintendent of the Mjlitary Scttlement at Lanark; George T. 
Burke, who hdd the corresponding position at Richmond; and 
John H. Powell of the Bathurst District Land Board at Perth. 

2 : The Military Settlemenrsl 
After the War of 1812-14 two pressing problems facing the 

authorities were to secure the vuherable Front from hrther attack 
and to make some dispositjon of troops no longer required va active 
service. To achieve these objectives if apas wnsidered advisable to 
establish a second line of defence at  a safe distance inland from the 
Sr. Lawrence. This second line was to be comprised of disbanded 
soldiers and other loyal settlers who could be depended upon to 
provision the troops with the produce of their farms, or could be 
~ d l e d  upon as reinforcements in the event af an outbxeak of hostili- 
ties. To this end Military Settlements were located at what seemed 
strategic points ja the hinterlands of Upper Canada. 

The k s t  of these was esbblished in 1316 at  Perth, on the Tay 
River. Many of tbe settlers who made Pertb their home came from 
Scotland in mswer to an offer made by His Majesq's Goveniment 
in 18 15. Upoa the deposit of & 16 for persoas above 16 years of 
age, and two guineas for wives, applicants of good character were 
10 reccive free passage from Scotland, a gant of 100 acres of land, 
rations for some months after their arriva1 a t  their locations, and 
certain other concessions by way of implements, çeed, and bedding. 

According to the Quebec Gazeric, September 7, 1815, three 
shiploads of Scottisli settlers arrived at Quebec on Seprember 4. 
The ship Atlas, which had sailed from Greenock on July L 1, carried 
245 men, women, and children; the Durofhy sailing the next day 
broughi 202 settlers; and the Balric Merchant, which left Greenock 
on July 14, carried 144. A fourth vesse], the Eiizu, whose saiiing 
had been delayed until August 6, amved at Quebec on October 1 
with 123 passengers (Quebec Gazette, October 5, 18 15 1. 



From Quebec the Sco~tish settlers travelled by steamboat to 
Monueal, where a number remained; by nragon IO Lachine; and 
by bateau up the St. Lawrence. Some did not proceed beyond 
Corn~vall; others went on to Kiugston; but many remained at Brock- 
ville, where, sioce the season was far advanced, they spent the 
winter. In the spring the survey of the new townships that were to 
be their home was commenced, and the senlers, together with 
discharged soldiers and deighloads of stores and supplies, were 
moved inland in March to the depot at Perth on the Tay. In the 
years that fotlowed, rheir numbers were augmented by other dis- 
banded soldiers, further a u x e s  of settlers, and private individuals 
and their famiiies, corning, as did the Reverend William Bell, 6-t 
Presbyterian minister at Perth, on special missions. 

Since there was as yet no settlement between the new town- 
shjps and the Ottawa River, incornhg settiers contiaued to use the 
SI. Lawrence route, some trekmg many miles overland toward the 
Otlawa in search of iheu lands, carrying their supplies from the 
depot at Perth. The need for another depot was obvious-prefer- 
ably one closer to the Ottawa so that it wodd be feasible to bring 
rn settlers by that waterway. This need was emphasized by the 
inteniion of the miliiary autliorities to dernobilize one of the regi- 
ments sratjoned ar Quebec and offer its men lands in the Rideau 
River country. Alrhough, like the Sr. Lawrence, the Ottawa had 
for centuries been weU known to Indian., fur-trader, explorer, and 
missionary, i t  was remote from the main Stream of trafllc and few 
settlers had used this route. A notable exception was Phiiemon 
Wrjght,' wbo came vp nver at the beginning of the century and 
established himseIf and his foiiowers not far £rom the Chaudiere 
Falls. The landing below these falls was now to be the debarkation 
point for the second Military Settlement to be established inland 
on the River Jock. This settlement was to be narned for the Duke 
of Richmond who was soon to take over tbe office of Governor 
General of the Canadas. 

The depot had stilt to be established when the regirncnt was 
demobilized, and the soldiers and their farniiies waited at Lachine 
while a srnail party proceeded to the site of the new settlement. 
Late in the summer of 1818 the main body of settJers came up the 
Ottawa to Richmond h d i n g  at the foot of the Chaudiece Falls. 
Kere the wives and families remained encamped while tbe men 
proceeded to cut roads, transport supplies, and complete the estab- 
lishment ai  Xiichmond. Like the setuers at Perth, those at Richmond 

received granis of land and f i e  transport to tbeù locations. Tbey 
also received anny rations for the h s t  twelve months, and cenain 
iools and supplies. Thus the Ottawa route to the new settlement was 
established, and Philemoa Wright wjth bis men and teams enjoyed 
an extensive carryinp business h m  Richnlond Landing over the 
route of the present Richmond Road. 

Meanwhile in Scotland the piight of tbe weavers, particularly 
of Glasgow, was becoming acute. Discharged soldiers returning 
from the wars had taken up thejr former occupations, greatiy in- 
creasing the number of weavers, and at the same time rhe demand 
for t heh  products had dwindled. Representations were made from 
the Scottish counties of Lanark and Renfrew for assistance in emi- 
grathg to Upper Canada. As a result, sponsored by Scottish soci- 
eties md assisted by the Govemment, a goup of sertlerç sailed in 
3 820 on the Commerce, the Prompr, and the Broke. They travelied 
up the St. Lawrence £rom Quebec to Prescott and overland to 
Perth. Here some remained over winter but others went on into 
the forests beyond to found the third Military Settlement, m a r k .  
In the following year, the shps George Canizir~g, EarI of Bucking- 
hamshire, Contm.erce, and David 01 London sailed for the new land 
with 1,883 settlers, many of theni destined for Lmark. They, too, 
txavelled over the traditional St. Lawrence route, and in July 1821 
the Reverend William Bell noted in his journal that wagons and 
settlers were constantly passing through Perth on their way to 
L a n d .  

During the period between the establishment of the Military 
Settlements of Perth and Richmond, several enterprising citizens 
had located along the West sjde of the Otrawa River a considerable 
distance above Phiiemon Wright's settlement. Cbarles Shirreff,* a 
man of some means, had taken his family to a spot near the mouth 
of the  Carp River. Many of the early settlers who subsequently 
came to Fikroy Township were dependenr upon the Shirreff oper- 
ations during their pioneering years. Farther down the Ottawa,' a 
group of army and navy half-pay of5cers who, according to an old 
account, were more concemed with a fine landscape and good 
hunting grounds than with the fertiiity of the soil, establisbed a 
colony. Hamnett Pbhey, an English mercbant, was also attracted 
by the kautiful  scenery and settled in the area. P ~ e y ,  lüce 
Shirreff, was a man of means, and his industry and enterprise 
stimulated settiement not only in March, the township in which be 
had settled, but also in the neighbouring townships of To~bolton 
and Fïtzroy. 



3 : Early Truvellers and Seftlers 
By 1822, therefore, setdement was inching its way £rom the 

Ottawa River on the north, and the Military Settlements on the 
south and e s t ,  toward the unsurveyed lands that were to becorne 
Pakenbam Township. As yet, however, much of the area was an 
empty wildemess. An account of an early expedition made by the 
sons of Charles Sbirreff of Fitzroy States that "In the whter of 
1821-22 his two sons, haviag heard of a military colony being 
seded in Lanark, procured the wmpany of two brothers . . . who 
were half-breeds, and sons of an officer in charge of the Nor'-West 
Fur Co.'s trading post situated at Indian's Point, on the North 
Shore, and started on an exploring expedition to discuver them. 
They traversed Fitnoy and several adjoinhg Townships in the 
County of Lanark, particulady Ramsay, without fïnding a solitary 
settler, or any evidence of a white man ever haviug preceded them 
in any of the localities vjsited, though they enplored the country 
thoroughly, and were absent over a week."' 

Another report of this period indicates that in splte of the fruit- 
less search made by the Shirreffs, there was some activity in the 
area. In the autumn of 1822 Colonel 'Fl'iiiiam Marshall, then super- 
intendent of the Lanark Military Settlemeni, made a trip down the 
Mississippi River £rom Lanark lhrough the older townships and 
tbe new township of Pakenham. In his o~vn words: 

"1 made a trip lately to tbe mouths of tbe Mississippi, the main 
one joins rhc grand river immediately above tbe Cbâts rapids, and 
the smaller bxanch or chenail below, near to Mr. Sherrifs, whom I 
visited. The distance from the nonh edge of Ramsay to the Ottawa 
i s  about 15 miles and the whole distance from this 50 by water. 

"The foilowing is a note of rhe falls which in some degree inter- 
rupt the navigation, the rapids cm be n o  hindrance, notwithstandiag 
these dificulties a boat 34 feet long built by t he  Settlers at Shepherds 
Falls i o  Ramsay went from tbat place IO Lachine in  5 days Si 
returned in 7, tbe people in that quarter ate in high spirits at the 
idea of the navigation passing that way ro M o ~ u e a l . ' ~  

Marshall goes on to name the falls dong tbe Mississippi. In 
Ramsay he mentions Apple Tree Falls (Appleton), Shepherds Falls 
(Shjpman's MUS, Ramsayville, Almonte), Norway Pine Falls 
(Blakeney) , and in the new sunleys the first one mentioned is L~ttle 
F d s  (Pakenham). Having accounted for the f a h  d o m  to the 
Chaudjere on the Ottawa River, he adds a comment applicable to 
the section of Pakenham Township through which the Mississippi 

l 
passes: "Tt is a very fine tract of Land from Ramsay to the 
Châts. . . ." 

Marshall made bis trip in. the fa11 of 1822, and in Febmary 
1823 the bsst land was granted in the newly surveyed Pakenbani 
Township. The lands in the new township were subject, of course, 
10 the usual provisions-one seventh of the land granted was to be 
set aside for the Clergy Reserves and anotber seventh for the 
C r ~ w n . ~  In addition, the surveyors might claim land in paymeni 
of their fees; and other oficials, friends of Governrnent, or indivi- 
du& wfio intended to bring in settlers, might manage to secure 
outright & of hundreds, and sometimcs thousands, of acres. It 
was also within the bounigl of Government to award to ex-service- 
men grants varying in size with the recipient's rank. When these 
various clainis had been satisfied the ordinav emigrant set tler, 
after agreeing to pay set fees, clear a specified number of acres and 
a section of road allowance, and erect a bouse of given dimensions, 
might secure a hundred acres of land for which he would be issued 
a "Location Ticket" and instruaions as to how to reach his lor. 

Under rhese conditions it is not surprising that the first land 
grant for Pakenham Township as recorded in the Secretary of State 
Papers for rhe Johnstown and Bathurst Districts, 18  10-1 835, reads: 

"Febmary 2s: Biila Flint of Brockviiie, iMerch. as assignee of 
Reuben Sherwood, Dept. Surv. 228 acres. Resem. al1 navigable 
Waiers within the same being tbe E. part of Lot No 1 8: the . . . 
Lot no 27 in 12 Con of Pakenham. Reserve 32 4/7 Acres in liors 
no 2 & 9 in 1 Con of Pakenham." 

Within a few days additional parcels of land in Concessions 
4, 5, 7, 9, 10, and 12, amounting to 1,692 acres, were granted to 
the same owner. Appended in each entry was the notation: "March 
8 : Regs. of 1804 Mines of Gold & Sîlver & White Pine re~er\.ed."~ 

Many of those securing land in the Johnsrown and Bathurst 
districts in this per-iod describtd 1hemselves simpljr as "emigrant 
settler." A fair proportion, bowever, had semed in the British iorces 
during the wars. Among these were privates, corporals, scrgeants, 
and captains of various reçiments-foot regiments, liglit infant ry, 
cavairy troops, dragoon guards, life guards, sappers, and miners. 
There was, too, a fair s p k k h ç  of officers and seamen of ihe 
Royal Navy. This was the heterogeneous g o u p  of trained soldiers, 
skilied artisans, and plain einigrants who were pressing toward the 
new township. They had conie chiefly from England, Scotland, and 
IreIand. 



THE MAIN WATERWAYS OF PAKENHAM TOiWSHIP. (Adapied 
from Belden's lllustrated Atlas (Lanark County) 1879.) In the early days 
of seitlemen~ the waicrways provided routes 10 individual locations. Many 
of the seitlers assigncd IO lors in the souiheastern pan of the Township may 
have followed the Mississippi River-some iurning east io rheir IocaLions, 
oihers proceeding up Indian Creek and from thar Stream norihward or south- 
ward io their lots. Settlers destined for norihwcsr Pakenham may have gone 
up ihe Madawaska. branching off ai Waba Creek and following i t  inland. 
Later. the waierways carricd immense quantities of iimber. Logs from along 
Indian Creek poured inio rhc Mississippi-a river aiready carrying a heatry 
freighi from its uppcr reaches. Timbers from the fabulous pineries of ibe 
upper Madawaska wunrry passed ~hrough thc nodh corner of Pakenham 
Township by way of the Madawaska River. T h i s  mass of timber converged 
on ihe Ottawa ro be carricd-with ihe grear rafls from the Upper Ollawa- 
IO rhe Quebcc market. 

No doubt some of the first settlers ixl Pakenliam Township had 
l ivd in the Military Seluerilents or in the setîled portions dong 
the Ottawa River and had rnoved either because they were dissatis- 
fied with their preseat holdings, or simply in answer ro a pioneering 
urge, Otbers were elder sons leaving the cramped parental clearhg 
to make homes for themselves. These seasoned settlers were accus- 
tomed to life in tbe busb and thoroughly conversant with the p r o b  
lems and opportunities that confronted them. Others, like Robert 
Harvey, who established himself at Littie Falls on the E. $5 h t  1 1, 
Concession 1 1,5 land on which part of the preseni viUage of Paken- 
ham is located, apparently had some knowledge of conditions in 
the area. 

The majority of the h t  settlers in Pakenham Township, how- 
ever, appear to have been new emigrants from the British Isles, 
belonpg to the Church of Engiand and Ireland, the Church of 
Scotland, and the Mcihodist persuasion. They had suffered the 
disniptions of the indutrial and agrarian revolutions; knew hunger 
and hardshiy; and had survived the dangers and indignities of over- 
crowded tirnber sbjps on voyages that lasted anywhere from 25 
days to 4 months. Set ashore at Montreal they could corne ro 
Pakenham Township either by w a y  of the Ottawa River or the 
Sr. Lawrence. However, since fonvarding companies were weil 
established on the older and longer route, most of them came that 
way, braving the penls of tbe rapids on the journey up the St .  
Lawrence. As they neared the end of their ordeal on the great river 
they again had two choices. Thcy might corne ashore at Prescott 
and proceed overland to the Mississippi at Shepherds Falk. Or 
they mjght go in by way of Brockviile throua Perth to the 
Mississippi and thence down the river as Marshall had done in 
1 822. In  eithcr case travel ulas hazardous and exhausting. Roadç, 
where they existed, were rnere trails roughly causewayed over the 
swamps; on the Mississippi, falls and rapids necessitated dficult  
poriaging; and in the new township there \ifere no roads. 

Jn spite of the many dficulties a surprishg number of settlers 
reached the township in the summer of 1823, settling chjeAy dong 
the Mississippi near the present village of Pakenham and along the 
border of Ramsay Township. Subçequent newcomers had, of 
neccssity, to go farther inland. Ainong those holding land or 
employed by land owners during the first years were Christopber 
BeU, Michael Cavanagh, William Connery , Robert Dickson, Joseph 
Dobson, Biiia Flint, Robert F. Ormsby, Richard Frizell, John 





PAKENHAM TOWNSHIP, WlTH THE HATCHED AREA SHOWING 
THE APPROXIMATE EXTENT OF THE CANADlAN SIIIELD. (On a 
map of ihis scalc ii is, of course, impossible to dcfine the boiindary of the 
Shield with any degree of accuracy,) The Shield. covcring {lie greaier part 
of Lhe Township, was rich in timber and the Lowland had fertile soi1 waitinç 
only IO be cleared. In the heyday of ibe iimber irade. Pakenham Village en- 
joycd a prosperily based on the intcrdependencc of ihe farming and lumber- 
inc interesS. The farmers could work in the woods in the off seasons; they - - -  - 

muld xll the produce of their farms to the shanties. T h e  lumbermeo dc- 
pended upon h e  farmers for sasonal  labour, and for food supplies for thcir 
men. oxen. and horsm. The village ai the falls, convenienrly situated near .. -- 7 - 

the edge of rhe Shield. profiicd from the ens;iing aciiviiy. 

horses, and a hollow tniok of a tree disposed as a trough."U The 
early inn at the falis probably did not rise even to this standard 
for it wodd need ao accommodation for beasts; it would, however, 
have a supply of mm for thirsty humans. 

- .  . 

Such was the dearing at tbe falls in the early years-a few 
shanties, a potash works, a sawmiil, a gristmili, md perhaps a 
tavern. Off in the surrounding area were the settlers, stnrggliog, 
like Harvey, to make a dent in the mbroken forest. Trees had to 
be felled, underbmh cleared, shantjes built, and t h y  clearings 
established. Log had to be chopped into manageable lengths, 
some for iramediate buildiag, others to be logged up for later burn- 
hg.  Removing tbe stumps was too àiKcuit for the beginaer; they 
would be left to decay-at best a slow process. 

During tbat first season in the bush tbe settrers wouId ]Ive much 
as had the aborigines. Throughout the summer they were probably 
able to procure wild berries-raspberries, strawberries, blueberries, 
and cherries. They may also have supplemented tbeir rations with 
the nad pigeons that J. L. Gourlay says "came tbick as clouds in 
the spring and summer, rendering the air vocal with the action of 
îheix w i n g ~ . " ~  No doubt, too, like the indians before them, they 
did some hunting, trapping, and Gshing. In the spriag the land 
around the stumps would be cdtivated wjth the tools the settier 
had carRed in on his back; and the corn and potatocs would be 
planted in anticipation of a first crop. After the winter of privation, 
as the seed fell perhaps "the children crîed for the potatoes-too 
precious to be given to satisfy hunger. . . .''7 

Ill-dehed, swampy traiis led from tbe tiny clearings to the 
d s  at the falis. In that fust year the settlers "backed" asbes to 
the potasbery, sethg the wheels of the primitive ecoaomy in l~alting 
motion. Asbes would be legal tender in the settlemerit. They wouid 
be exchanged for small goods ar the trader's; for a few sawn boards 
for door hames and whdow sashes at the sawmill; for a dipperfui 
of gin at the tavern. There would be little excitement in tbe settle- 
ment except the bustle of feliiag, hewing, and building, As yet 
there wodd be scant sunshhe in the tiny clearïngs and darkness 
would fall earI y. At tlie inn there would be the occasional dninken 
xoistering as a homesjck settler tried to drown his weariness and 
frustration. Above the falls the shouts of rivermen would now and 
then announce tbe arriva1 of the great sticks of timber £rom up 
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river. There would be the brie£ excitement of getting the sticks 
through the falls; the delay whde cribs were put togetber in ihe 
bay below; another pause for loadirig potash from the mill; and 
then the river would fali siient again. 

If the new settlemenr at Little Falls was to survive it needed 
more people to keep jts infant industries alive. It n d e d  settlers 
to cut down the fofoxesw and brins more ashes 10 the potash works; 
settlers' wives dernanding new bouses with doors, windows, and 
floors, to keep tbe saws in motion. It needed crops to provide grist 1 
for the mill. Settlers, even while Harvey was estabiisbing hjs mills, 
were on the way. The new group was entirely different from any l 
that had corne before. AU of rhem paupers, some differing in 
religion from those already in the township, and few with any 
experience in the ways of the woodç, they started wjth much against 
hem.  And they little knew that in coming to Fakenbarn Township 
many of them would face a new antagonist-the Canadian Shield. 

THE ROBINSON SETIZIEFS1 

1 : Choosiitg the Setrlers 
"1 bave the hoaor to report to you for the information of the 

hght Honorable Lord Bathurst that havhg received directions 
from His Majesty's Government to pmceed to Ireland for the pur- 
pose of superintendhg a limited emigmtion to the Province of 
Upper Canada, 1 left Liverpool on the 18th, and arrived a t  Fermoy 
in the County of Cork on the 20th of May 1823." 'X'hus began the 
Honourable Peter Robinson's report on tbe assisted emigation 
from lreland in the s u m e r  of 1823. Of the 182 heads of famihes 
who reached Upper Canada with Robinson, 29 were assigned 
locations in Pakenham Township. 

The 1823 emigration had a two-fold purpose: kst, to supply 
Canada with urgently needed settiers, and, second, to help reduce 
Ireland's excessive populaiion in areas where the people were 
subsisting in almost unbelievable poverty and privation. It was 
hoped that if some of the unemployed in the troubled sections were 
removed, the w e s t ,  sufiering, and lawlessness m a t  be mitigated. 
The emigration was to be an experiment that, if sumssful, was to 
be foUowed by others on a sirnilar plan. To carry out its purposes 
the British Government had chosen the Honourable Peter Robinson, 
who was familiar with conditions in Upper Canada. He was to 
decide who should be accepted, and would accompany the emi- 
grants on their journey and settIe them on their lands. 

In discharging tlie fist of hi5 duties Robinson made bis head- 
quarters at Fermoy. One of his &st acts was to djstribute, in 
Fermoy and the neighbouring villages, several huadred copies of 
the memorandum coataining the tems of emigration. The noble- 
men and the magistrates in the different centres agreed to take the 
names of persons wishing to emigrate so that from these lis% 
Robinson might make a final selectioa. h addition, Robinson 
undertook to answer aU questions put to h h  concerning the emi- 
gration. In his own words: "1 was able to set before them the 
lenglb of the journey, the obstacles in their way, and the means 



of removing them-1 explaintd the marner of clearing lands and 
culuvating the virgin soi)-1 dissipared tbeir apprebensions con- 
cerning wild beasts & the danger of bejng lost in ihe woods." 

Lack of funds was no bar to emigration, nor was the cbaracter . . 
of the prospective settlers. This emigration was to be a true test 
of the ability of settlers without means ro succeed in d e  Canadas. 
Accordingly only those who wuld properly be called paupers were 
cbosen. If these could be comfortabibly and happily establisbed, it 
was thought that others with some property might be encouraged 
to emigrate since they would have ample evidence that industry and 
detemination couId ensure success. Robinson made no panicuiar 
eaquiry into the former conduct of tbose who applied. He was 
convinced that wben his settlers were removed £rom their sordid 
surroundings and became proprietors of theu own land, the dram- 
atic change in their circumstances would cure their discontent. 
Moreover, it had seemed expedient to the Government to take 
some of the more 6ery spirits out of the troubled districts in the 
bope that those lefi behind might h d  steady employment and 
perhaps Live in greater peace and harmony. 

Evidentiy the optimistic ione of the memorandum and Robin- 
son's explanetions of the conditions to be expected, combined to 
create a favourable impression on prospective emigants. It was 
not  untjl June 2 that Robioson began to circulale his memorandum, 
and before the end of the month he Iiad distributed "Tickets for 
embarkation" to 600. However, he xightly assumed that many who 
had agreed to go would have second tboughts about the venture. 
Actually by July 1 only 460 ivere embarked but Robinson was able 
the next day to select 1 1 I more, m a h g  a total of 57 1. 

Tbe termç under which the Govemment a p e d  to convey tbe 
settlers from Xrelmd to Upper Canada werc as follows: 

"Such Emigrants as the Superintendent shall accept sball be con- 
veyed from the place of embarkatioa, in Ireland, to their lands in 
Upper Canada, wholly at the Public charge, and provisions sball be 
furnished them during tbeir voyage. md for one whole year after 
theh location upon their respecrive lots. 

"Such faxming utemiis as are absolutely n e c e s s q  to a New 
Settler sbail also be found for each bead of a family, or person 
receiving a grant of land. 

"No person above the age of 45 years shall be conveyed to Upper 
Canada at the public Expense, unless under particular circumnances, 
in the dixretion of tbe Superintendeut, and no person above that age 
sball receive a paot of land on bis arrivai in the Colony. 

"Every male about* 18 years of age and aot exceeding 45 ycars 
to uphom a certificate shall have been givcn by rhe Superinteodent 
that he was accepted by him as an Ernigant Settler to receive lands 
in Upper Canada, &al1 on his arriva1 receive a locatioo ticket, or 
order for 70 Acres of land in such pan of the Province as the Lieu- 
tenant Governot or Persoh administering the Government shall 
assign-And in order that such migrants as shall be industrious and 
prudent may bave the opportmily of extending their possessions and 
providing for rbe respectable maintenance of their Children, an 
additional tract of 30 Acres adjoining every such Grant of 70 Acres, 
sbdl be resenred by the Crown ungranted for tbe space of ten years 
after the location of the lot of 70 Acres, to d o r d  an opportunity to 
the proprietor of such larger tract of purchasing die sanie withio the 
period, by paying the moderate suin of £ 1 O sterling. 

"The order or location ticket for 70 acres to be given to th: 
Emigrant upon his amval  shall express certain duties of Setrlcment, 
and culrivation, the same in proportion as are requircd by the govem- 
ment to be performed on lands granted in  Upper Canada to other 
Setuers, and the period to be allowed for the pcrfom~ance of such 
duues shall be aiso expressed in the ord:r. 

"So mon as the Settlement duties shall have been performed, tbe 
Party may obtaii~ bis patent, on paying tlie expensc of preparing th: 
s m e ,  whicb, it is supposed will not exceed 2 7  10s Od Sterling on 
each grant. 

"Each Tract of 70 Acres so granted shaU be subject to the pay- 
ment of an annual quit rcnt to the Crown of two pence pr Acre, to 
be paid ha l l  ycarly, in such manner, and subject to such penalties 
and forfeitures, in the case of failure. as shaU be expressed in the 
patent, and the same quit rent sbell be charged also upon the grants 
of 30 Acres-It sball however in every case be in the option of the 
Proprietor IO redeem tbe quit reat at an? t jme on payment of 20 
yean purchase, and witli respect to the original locations of 70 Acres 
no quit rent shall be chargeable untjl 5 years have expired from the 
lime of the location. 

"As ii is lntended that al1 persons who shall be thus assisted by 
the Government in removing to Upper Canada shall be actual 
Settlcrs, in the Province, it is necessary it sbould be cleady under- 
sLood, that if the conditions of cultivation 6; improvement to Lie 
specined in the location ticket, sha11 not be performed arithin tbe 
period prescribed, or if the person locating any lot under the preseot 
system, shall before receiving his patent for the same, withdraw 
from Upper Canada, and remain absent for the space of 6 months 
without sufficient cause 10 be allowed by the Lieutenani Governor of 
ihe Province, the land so assiçned to such person rnay be givcn Io 
anotber applicant." 
'Other documenrs read above 18 years of age. 



2: The Oceon Voyage 
W e  Robinson was choosing hk settlers, two vessels, the Hebe 

and the Stakesby, each of about 500 tons, were being 6tted out to 
carry the emigrants from Cork to Quebec. According to Robinson 
the ships were cornfortable, convenient, safe, well provisioned, and 
the stores had been strictiy inspected. Two experienced medical 
men were to accompany the emigrants, Surgeon Dickson on the 
Hebe and Surgeon Hamilton on the Stakesby. Peter Robinson was 
to travel on the Srakesby. Messengers were sent out to warn tbe 
setriers of the arriva1 of the ships, and to give tbem notice of the 
day of sailing. 

At Cork a steamboat was engaged to embark the settlers, and 
some hint of the confusion prevailing is wnveyed in the note sent 
£rom attendingsurgeon Dickson of the Hebe reporthg to Robinson: 
"Enclosed 1 sent you a correct Est of the names of the Settlers em- 
barked in the Hebe, wirh their places of resideace in this Country 
and whether above or under 14 years . . . . and 1 think 1 can wjth 
g e a t  cordidence Say that Hie are not one out in ouc calculations. 
There is however a geat probability of persons h d i n g  their way 
into the Shjp, whicb must be attended to by a general muster prjor 
to our Sailjng-the Setrlers being. on Shore at aii hours, it is im- 
possible to distinguish the01 £rom others." 

The settlers were eight weeks making the crossing to Quebec. 
Ln the early 1800's most voyages of this duration were veritable 
nighunares; if the passage were a çtortny one the misery \ilas un- 
speakable. The dificulties of maîntaining supplies of food and 
dr inbg  water were at times insurmountable; hunger and siclaiess 
were the common lot; uncleanliness and filth were inevitable in 
emigrant vesselç that were frequently overcrowded; mortality was 
usually high; and sometimes the sliips officers were bnitally in- 
human. 

Judged by the standards of the times, Robinson's emiganis 
appear to have had a sinylarly uneventful journey. The ships were 
no doubt superior to the usud emigrant vessels. the rations were 
plen~iful, and rnedicines were available. In addition, each ship had, 
of course, its skilled medical supervisor. Their ministrations may 
indeed have averted catasirophe, for Robinson, in emphasizing the 
good health of rhe passcngers, makes tlie revealing comment tbat 
"only one woman and ei$t chiidren djed on the passage, and these 
from the small pox, which had unfortunately got into both 
ships. . . ." 

XD desc-ribing the voyage Robinson rernarks oo the character- 
istic fondness of the h h  for potatoes. He says that "the men 
preferred rhem to the cocoa, which they refused for several days 
to taste tiü tbey saw the Officers of the ship repeatedly breakEasting 
upon it." When the children were il1 they cried for potatoes and 
refused arrow root and otber foods that might bave b e n  more 
suitable. Such was the bigh standard of rations suppiied that 
"plumb" pudding was served for Sunday dinners, but the Xrish could 
not be persuaded to eat it. Nor were they fond of the "best enghh 
cheese;" this deIicacy they commonly threal overboard. These evi- 
dences of plenty and even of prodigality aboard the Sfakesby and 
the Hebe are slirprising. On many vessels of the times the rations 
were no doubt adequate and wholesome, but on others the passen- 
gers complahed bitterly of rotten potatoes, moddy sea-biscuits, 
putrid beef, oatmeal "partly alive," and fùthy dnnking water. 

The Hebe bad been in port two days when the Srakesby, carry- 
ing Robinson, amved at Quebec on September 2. Mer a delay 
of two days, Robinson trançferred his settlers to steamboats without 
landing them. Since he makes no comment concerning the trip to 
Montreal, it may be assumed that the weather \vas favourable and 
that his people were spared the discomfort of making this part of 
rheir journey on the open deck in a drenching rain-the fate of 
many a setdex before them. hleanwhile His ExceUency Lord Dal- 
housie had given orders to the Quartemaster-Gened to h d  pro- 
visions and transport for the group as fa t  as Prescott. When Robin- 
son reached Montreal on September 6, therefore, arrangements for 
trmsportation to Lachine, ten miles away, had been made and he 
was able to proceed immediately to that point. 

3 : Lachine tu Ranzsay 

Lachine had seen a variety of travellers-fur-traders, soldiers, 
m d  govenunent oficials. The Scottish settiers had embarked at 
Lachine on their joumey to Perth; here the disbanded soldiers had 
waited while Richmond was being established; the Glasgow weavers 
had gone this way to Lanark. Now Robinson's settlers prepared 
for the long, arduous jaurney. Provisions for the trip, 59 can  loads 
of baggage, 415 adulls, and 163 children had to be accornmodated. 



Yet in two days the 22 large bateaux, with an additional 5 bateaux 
laden with provisions, were heading up river toward Prescott. The 
emigrants themselves mamed the bateaux, but each boat had two 
experienced Canadians to guide and steer. 

Ascending the Si. Lawrence was a prodigious task. The river 
foamed wirh dangerous rapids and the settiers were complerely 
unskilied in handimg the boatç. No wonder Robinson, like many 
aoorher, considered this the most tedious and diû~cult pan of the 
whole journey. Fortunately the two surgeons had offered to accom- 
pany the settlers as far as Prescott. Robinson considered that to 
them he owed the good behaviour and good health of his people 
on the joumey up river. If Robinson's group endured the hatdships 
typical of the St. Lawrence route they slept in the open at night, 
cuoked their food over campfires, wdked where the goàng wns too 
ddcu l t  for loaded bateaux, and dragged the boa& up the lesser 
rapids. The route led from Lachine across Lake St. Louis, usualiy 
navigated with the aid of sails. At the Cascades there was a 
panicularly difiïcult series of rapids and here the bateaux bad to 
be unioaded and the baggage cnrted to the Cedars. Thuç it went ail 
dong the route with the river reaching a peak of turbulence at the 
Lon; Sauli. 

A statement of accounts for the journey up the St. Lawrence 
gives some idea of the magnitude of the undertaking and the in- 
numerable details to be attended to. Provisions included 19,525 
pounds of flour, 1,860 pounds of bread, 2,767 pounds of biscuits, 
15,430 pounds of salt pork, and 1,106 pounds of Irish beef. Other 
items of expense between Quebec and Presmtt were: steamboat 
passage from Quebec to Montreal for 578 settlers and various 
officials; cartage £rom Mo~treai to Lachine of rhe 59 loads of 
baggage; navjgating 22 bateaux of settlers and 5 of provisions from 
Lachine to Prescott; transport over the carrying place between 
Cascades and the Cedafi; and the expemes of Surgeons Dickçon 
and Hamilton, of Peter Robinson, and other officials issuing pro- 
visions. 

At Prescott, Robinson parted with the two surgeons and pro- 
ceeded to make arrangemeurs for the last lap of the joumey. Roadç 
of the period were wretched in the exireme and the problems of 
transporting his large group must have been enormous, yet Robin- 
son disposes of the trip inland wjth characterhtic brevity: "On the 
18th 1 left Prescott & proceeded across the Country in Waggons to 

the Mississippi River, a distance of about sk iy  d e s  and h v e d  
on the 22nd. Here 1 found that orderç had already been given by 
His Excellency Sir P. Maidand to afford me eveq possible facility 

I in placing my people on such lands as were vacant & grantable in 
t h  neigbbourhood. His Exceilency also had the goodness to place 
at my disposal many articles u s e u  to Settlers which remained in 
the King's Siores & took a very warm interest in the success of 
the undertaking." 

When Robinson reached the Mississippi he found tbat more 
tbaa bal£ the lots had been settled bg the Scottish settlers £rom the 
neigbbourhood of Glasgow. The adjoining townships of Hmtley, 
Goulbourn, and Pakenham had also been partially seîtied by weavers 
and disbanded soldiers. Robinson was particularly mxious to place 
bis people as close to each otber as possible. Uadaunted, he set 
out to examine the remaining iaads and 6nally fouad a sufficient 
number that he considered fit for settlement. 

"1 therefore," bc States, "located in the Towmbip of Ramsay 
eighty two beads of farndies in Pakeuham twenty nine, in Batburst 
one. in Lanark two, in Beckwith five, in Goulboum twenty six, in 
Darling three, and in Huntley fhifry four-making in aU one hundred 
and eighty rw-As there were no barracb or Govcrnment buildings 
in the neigbbourbood and the whole pany witbout shelter, my f i s t  

care was to provide log houses for them and that on thek respective 
lors-Fortunately tbe Autumn was unusually dry and warm and 1 
completed r h i s  object by the first of November. 

"To do thjs 1 was obliged to go to some additionai expense, as 
the Settlers were not sufociently aquainted with the use of the axe 
to put up log buildings themselves. However X feel well assurecl 
nothing tends so much to h tbe attention of the emigrant 10 bis newly 
acquired property, and to ensure bis becoming a permanent Settler 
as a litile care and attention in placing him on IGs land." 

Robinson listed the expenses of conveying the settlers from 
~rescok to the Mississippi and plachg thcm on theh lands as 
foiiows : 

"Transport of provisions & baggage from Prescott to 
Ramsay 450 

Provisions uniil tbe 1st January 1824 883 
Do from 1st Jan to the 1st June 1766 5 
Do for tbe remainder of the year 1766 5 

Farming utensils 229 13 5 
Assistance in putting up a log building on ea. lot 450 



LOCATIONS OF ROBINSON5 SEl7LERS 1N 1323. Only a few mcmbers 
of ihis group wcre on rhe Lowland; most were assigned to lors wholly within 
the Canadian Sliield. In consequence many abandoned their unproductive 
holdings; others indulged in frustrating lot-rradinp in an effort ro bcirer thcir 
circumsiances. Eveniually the majority Bed the township to seck lots in more 
favourcd rireas or ro engage in other occupaiions. 

Guides to shew the land 150 
Houses to lodge in, 8: stores for a depôt 700 
182 Cows at A4 10 each 819 
Seed corn & potatocs for planting 3 64 
Clerk & Servants to issue provisions bcluding their 

subsisteace 4 O0 
Transport of provisions 300 
Medical advice & Medicines 100 
Shoes 8: flannel. 150 

Provincial Currency 8023 : 3 : 5" 

The Honourable Peter Robinson remained "in the woods" with 
hiç settlers from September 22 to December 6, and then after a trip 
to York he lcft Ramsay for New York £rom thence he sajled for 
Liverpool. He reached Englmd in Aprii 1824 satisfied that his 
emigation was an unqualified success and that his settlers were in 
good fiealth and happy in their new homes. 

4: Robi~?son's Set rlers in rhe Township 

Of Robinson's settlers located in Pakenham Township, a 
number were assigned to lots bordering on, or near the border of, 
Ramsay Township but more thm half held location tickets for 
lots in rbe Wh, sixrli, seventh, eighth, and ninth concessions in 
northwest Pakenham. Three orhers were near the West corner of 
the township and two were fairly close to Robert Harvey's settle- 
ment at the falls. Almost al1 of the lots assigned to the group were 
entircly within the Canadian Shield; o d y  a feiv were whoily beyond 
its limits. 

The group nurnbered 30 men, 18 women, and 28 children. 
Fourteen men wcre unmarried and one was a widower; of tlie 
women, fifreen were wives, two were sisters of settlers, and one was 
the rnother of tlie widower. Among the children wece four girls 
over twelve; aU the orher children for whom ages are Sven were 
ten or uader. In the latter group at least eiçht were infants in arms 
for five chiidren had been born during the sojourn in Ramsay and 
three in the first montlis in Pakenham Toivnship. Mrs. Matgarette 
Clahan, the mother of Tirnothy Clahan, was the oldest of the group 
and probably the ody one over forty-five. 



Head of Children O~her 
Family Wife (ages) Relatives Location 

The foUowing are detaililcd statistjcs concemiag the goup: 

Head of Children O th er. 
Farnily Vilire (ases) Relatives Location 

1. John Ahern hlary Thomas E.3 20, Con. 7 
2. Thomas Boyle Mary L1"dliarn (9) W.f $8, Con. 7 

Mav ( 7 )  
Charles (4) 
Esther (2) 
Child bmn 9.n 

I 27. Patrick Slattery Ellen Catharine (14) 

, - 
Mary ( 1 2 )  
Pa t (8 
Chdd in 

Ramsay 
28. John Sullivan 
29. Patrick Sullivan Mary Mary (2)  

E.+ 1, Con. 1 

W.4 16. Con. 7 
W.4 22,  Con. 4 

I NOTE: Robinson s t a t d  that he Iocated twenty-nine families in Pakenham Toivnship, 
although thirty parcels of land were granted to his Irish settlers. He evi. 
dently regarded nineteen- earald Henry Boyle a member of the Thomas 
Boyle larnily. Hcnm andY~hornas wcre brothers, and H e m  remived Iiis 
supplie with his brother's farnily. On the otlier kyd,  James Mande, another 
nineteen-year-old, was evidently consideml a head of larnily." James 
Mantie's father, John Blantle. had been iocated for a lot in Huntlcy Town- 
ship. 

Henry Boyle 
(19 years old) 

3. Denis Clahan Jude 
4.  Tirnorhy Clahan 

E.4 18, Con. 6 

Mary ( 1 )  
Joanna (18 
cz~barine 

E.4 3. Con. 7 
Margarette W.? 3, Con. 7 
(moiher) 

E.4 1, Con. 5 
E.3 23, Con. I 
E.3 23, Con. 7 

5. Annever Cusick 
6. Denis Daley 
7. John Dohorthy' Jude Pat (10) 

Edward (6) 
Daniel (3) 
hlichael born in. 

Ramsay 

The location tickets issued to Robinson's settlers were somewhat 
difierent from those issued to other emigrants. John Dougherty's 
read as foiiows: 

8. Morris Firzgcrald Margaret 
9. John French k l a ~  

W.3 22. Con. 3 
E.? 13, Con. 10 

"Wbereas John Dohorihy born ai  Churchiown in rhe Courlty ot 
Cork, Ireland of tbe age of Forry one years has been cooveyed lo tbis 
Country at the Public charge under the superiatendence of the Hoa. 
Peter Robinson, and bas produced a CerLiGcate of bis being accepted 
as an Emigant Settier to receive Land in Upper Canada, and has 

lance. taken the Oalh of Alleg' 
"We do assign bim Seventy Acres of h n d ,  being the Earf part 

of Lot Number Twenty rhree ia the Sei~enrli Concession of the Town- 
ship of Pakenliam in the District of Boihursz ior which, baving 
cleared half tbe width of rbe Concession Road bounding the said 
Seventy Acres, and having cleared and fenced Three Acres and a 
half within the said ]Location and erecled a Dwelling-House thereon 
of at least Sixteen Feet by Twenty withio Two Years from the date 
hereof, he will be entitled to receive a Grant free of any otber expense 
other than tbe usual fee of . . . for the Patent. 

"An additional Trac1 of Thirty Acres adjoining the said Seventy 
Acra w'iU be reserved fox the space of Ten Years to commence from 
this date, which the said JoIin Dohorrky uill be entitled to receive a 
Grant for, upon paying tbe sum of Ten Pounds Sterling. 

"The said several Tracts of Laod to be liable to a Quit Rent of 
two pence per Acre, payable at such time and in such maaner as set 
forth in the Memorandum pubiisbed by the authority of the British 
Government for the information of the said emigrants." 

Child born i n  
Ramsay 

10. Busted Green .4nne W.+ 22, Con. 8 
(sistcr) 

E.4 6, Con. 6 
E.3 22, Con. 8 

11. George Green 
12. John Green, Sr. Catharine Child bmn in  

Pokcn.ham 
13. John Green, Jr. Rose Samuel born il; 

Ramsay 
E.$ 21, Con. 7 

14. Thomas Green 
15. \I1illiam Green 
16. Michael Gregg 
17. \Villiam Gregg Francis 

W.f 21, Con. 9 
E.4 l , î o n . 6  
E.3 24, Con. 6 
E.4 25, Con. 6 William (6) 

Mary (4) 
Child bum rn 

Pakcnhrn 
18. George Hanniver 
19. Tirnath? Kennedy 
20. \YilIiam h h i c  
21. bfichael Lynch Julia 

Ur.4 26, Con. 6 
W.4 1, Con. 5 
E.4 l , C o n . 3  

Catharine E.4 18, Con. 7 
(siçtei) 

Lot 27,  Con 6 

Thomas 

22. Henry Mahony Bridgct Child born in 
Pokm h m  

23. James hlantlt 
(19 years old) 

24. Cornelius Roche Bridget 

W.1 25, Con. 7 

Jobn 
Dennis 

E.4 10, Con. 9 
Robinson's settlers had corne to f aiceabam Township mder 

very favourable auspices. Tbey had been reasonably comfortable 
25. James Sayward 
26. Denis Shanahan Abby 

E.4 26, Con. 5 
W.4 24, Con. 8 
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on their journcy judged by the siandards of the times; Ehey had been 
escorted to their destinations; baggage and supplies had been tram- 
p n e d  for them to homes already constnicted in the woods. Accord- 1 
ing to Robinson's accounts they were assured free rations from the 
date of their location in the fall of 1823 to the end of December 
1824. Two letters written by the seitlers to relatives at "home," in 
the ulinter of 1823-24, indicate that they were aware of their good 

l 
fortune. 

Both letters begm on a note of thad5ulness, one witb tbe words: 
"1 take the opportunity of writing you these few lines hoping to 6nd 
you & ~ h e  rest of the family in as good health as 1 am at present, 

i 
l 
! 

thanks be to God." They spoke of the favourable voyage and the 
excellent treatment they had received. Already it was known that 
Robinson intended to bring out more settlers and the ivriters urged 
their families in Ireland to take advantage of an opportunity they 1 
mjghr never have again. They stressed tbe necessity of bringmg 
plenty of clothes both "for bed and body" and "al1 tbe pots, pans, 
earthenwarc & other cooking utensilç chat you have." They hcld 
high hopes of tkeir prospects in a "delightful" country and assured 
their countrymen tliat if a man were wjlling to work he could live 
in plenty in the neuf land. They stated that the wages for men were 
from ten to twelve dollars per month "and found" or two shillings 
and sixpence to three shllings bg the day; for women six dooars. 
One writer, however. was reluctant to encourage her brotber to 
corne unleçs he could Leep from driak for "mm is very cheap four 
shillings and sixpence pr Gallon and a g e a t  many of the Settlers 1 
likes it too weU which may prove their ruin, for a d ruda rd  wiil not 
do ureU here any more tban at home." 

One of the writerç, after a brief account of the journey from 
Cork to Ramsay gives interesting detais of the actual locating of 
their lands. 

"Tbe wholc crew of Settiers," he says, "which came in botb sbips 
were sent out froni ihis place in squads in  numbrrs from 6 to 30 in 
a number to look for rheir lands with a pilot to shear them tbeir 
respective lots and it was on Thuxsday last I made out rny own farm 
which was 23rd of October and as to my own j u d p e n t  1 take it to 
be as good a farm as any iIY the Country. Mr. Robinson our Super- 
intenden1 is uncommoniy buniane & good to us al). He at 6rst sewed 
us out beddiog 6: blankets & al1 kinds of Carpeam's iools and fam- 
ing utensils and sending people which are in the habit of building 

houses wirh the wbole of us & eacb man's bouse is buiit in rbe wum 
of two days. A n d  Mr. Robinson promises us a Cow to the bead of 
every family next spring & several other things wbjch 1 have not 
meniioned now. Since we came on Shore each man i s  served out in 
the day with one pound of bread or 0our and one pouod of beef or 
pork and each woman boy and girl the same." 

Robinson's settlers, in spire of their poverty, had evidently 
brought a considerable number of possessions with them from 
Ireland, witness the cart loads of baggage that had been a bill of 
expense throughout the journey. It wouId be a formidable task to 
transport to their respective lots these persona1 belongngs, not to 
mention the dajly rations, and the toolç, beddmg, and seed issued 
at Ramsay. The issue of tools to each head of famdy was fairly 
uniform; the  number of blankets and the amount of seed were 
obviousl y scaled to the size of the family. The lists of items supplied 
10 tbe various families throw considerable ljght on the conditions 
and activities in the  pioneer settlement. 

John Ahcrn, his wife, and son, located in northwest Fakenbarn 
on the E.55 Lot 20, Concession 7, wcre to receive the following: 

3 blan ke[s 1 bill hook 1 pick axe 
1 pair moccasins 1 drawing knife 1 spade 
1 pair shoes 1 file 3 pounds nails 
1 frying pan 1 gimlei 7 bushels potatoes (seed) 
I kettle 1 hmdsaw 5 quarts corn (secd } 
1 auger 1 hammer 1 cow 
1 axe 1 hoe 

The supplies issued to the Boyles in the same part of the town- 
ship were for a family of eigi~t-Thomas Boyle and his wife and 
five children, and Henry Boyle, his brother. 

7 blankets 1 drawing kaife 2 spadcs 
5 pair shoes 4 files 2 wedges 

I iron pot 3 siinlets 6 pounds nails 
1 kettle 1 handsaw 9 quarts corn (seed) 
1 pan I bammer 15 bushels potatoeç (seed) 
1 auger 2 hocs 20 busbels polaloes (extra) 
2 a m .  7 pick axa  2 cows (one for Henry) 

bill book 1 scythe 
1 X cul saw 2 sjckles 



The lists for the two Clahan families locared near the border 
of Ramsay Township closely resembied each other. 

Timo~ky Clahan, his two 
dmighters and his rnother 
5 blankets 
4 pair shws 
1 kettie 
1 Pan 
1 auger 
4 axes 
1 bill book 
1 iiie 
1 g d e t  
1 bammer 
1 hoe 
1 pick axe 
1 saw 
1 sickle 
1 spade 
2 pounds nails 
8 quarts corn 

14 bushels potatoes 
20 bushels potatoes (exna) 

1 cow 

Denis Clahan, his wife 
ond infant daughler 
2 blankets 
2 pair shoes 
1 iron pot 
1 auger 
I axe 
1 Eaglish axe 
1 biu book 
1 Me 
1 gimlet 
2 hammers 
1 boe 
1 pick axe 
1 saw 
1 sickle 
1 spade 
6 quarts corn 
5 bushels potatoes 
1 cow 

Annever Cusick, a single man on îhe border of Ramsay Town- I 

ship, E.Ih Lot 1, Concession 5 ,  received supplies d S e k g  only 
slightly £rom the otbers. \ 
2 blankets 1 fie 
1 pair moccasias 1 @et 
1 bakc pan 1 hammer 
1 auger 1 hoe 
1 axe 1 pick axe 
2 English axes 1 saw 

1 sickle 1 
1 spade 
2 pounds nails 
6 quarts corn 
5 bushels poratoes 

1 

1 cow 

Wjth these possessions the Irish settlers were to conquer the 
unbroken forests of Pakenham Township. On their progréss the 
prosperity of the mills at the f d s  would, in part, depend. 

5 : TroubIe with Robinson's Settlers 
Zn spite of the op-tic letters sent home to Ireland, and 

Robinson's own glowing accountç, aLl was not weil with the settlers 
in Ramsay during the spring and summer of 1824. Shortly after 
Robinson's departure £rom tbe settlernent incidents occurred that i 

threw his people into iil repute and threatened to prejudjce his 
hopes of bringing out other goups. The uarest in Ramsay1 is 
understandable. Many of the cariier setilers bad been loyal soldiers 
jn tbe Napoleonic wars and had richly deserved their grants of land. 
Others had corne to Upper Canada of their own volirion and ar their 
own enpense; unaided they had found their locations and built their 
k t  log shantie. Still otbers were proud craftsmen who, through 
no fault of their own, had lost tbeir rneam of liveiihood in the Old 
Land. These independent pjoneers had struggled against the forest 
to barvest their first meagre crops and now were beginning to look 
with some satisfaction on their achiiievements. Suddenly in their 
midst were Robinson's poverty-stricken Irish waiting in relative 
idleness for the spring, their aeeds anticipated by Petex Robinson 
and a benevolent govemment. No wonder the old settlers resented 
their presence, deplored tbeir ways, and considered them unworthy 
of the largesse handed out to them 50 freely . 

Doubtless, as happened when Robinson brought his second 
emigration to Upper Canada in 1825, the settlers already in the 
townships had been cded upon to assist in curting trails to the 
new lots, in transporting baggage and supplies, and in building the 
20 by 12-foot log houses on each lot. True, they would earn 
welcome ready cash for tbeh efforts, but they would also be in a 
position to see for themselves that the newcomers had been sup- 
plied ulith tools, bedding, food, and even homes. If, as probably 
happened, some of the Irish abandoned their locations and returned 
to the Depot at Ramsay, trading rations for whiskey. the old setrlers 
would be further incensed.Vpparently, however, tbere was more 
serious cause for cornplaint, for, in spite of Robinson's hopes, some 
at least of the Irish emigrants had reverted to former habits of 
lawlessness. 

However, unlike the other oficjals, Major Hiilier, Mailland's 
secretary at York, took an extremely lenient view of the trouble 
and in October 1824 he wrote reassuringly to Robinson: 

"You will be bappy to hear that the trials a l  the Perth assizes 
proved that the little disturbmce arnong the Irish Senlers in rhat 
District was quite unimportant, tho' at the tirne fearfully exaggerated. 

"II resulted in the conviction of four persons for riot, who were 
senteoced IO nvo months imprisonment and a 6ne of ten pounds 
each, which last has been rernitted on the stroog recommendation of 
both judge and jury. T h e  former Mr. Justice Campbell gives the best 
hopes of a restoration of entire tranquility and good feeling amonpt 



these people and their neighbours the old Seiden. AU this i t  may 
not be unintercsring ui you ro know and to bc enabled 10 communicate 
not only to MI. Wilmoi Horton but also to that part of the Country 
whence the poor people came, as 1 perceive very absurdly exagger- 
ated accounls of the business bave appeared in some of the public 
prinb at borne." 

During the troubled spring and summer of 1824, Robinson had 
proceeded resolulely with his plans for a second emigration and 
slouriy maintaincd his belief in tbe success of the kst. That even 
be may have bad some dight reservations, however, is evidenced 
by his reference to hs settlers in northwest Pakenharn when the 
proposed emigration of the Laird of McNab was under discussion. 
Maidand writing to Bathurst on May 14, 1824, commented: 

"Ur. Robinson ou his r e m  acquainted me rhat thougb McNabs 
petition, and my dispatcb ofFicially trarismittiog it, had not arrived, 
the intended application was known at  the Colonial Office before bis 
deparlure, and had been the subject of cooversa~ions behlleea Mr. 
Wilrnot Horion and himself; and Lhat it appeared lo him there was 
bg oo means a disposition, so far as regarded the project generally, 
10 discourage rhe Chiefs enterprise, but rather on  tbe contrary, a 
willingoess to favor it, as the description of Settlers he proposed to 
inuoduce would be undoubtedly a \laluable acquisition and might be 
advantageouslp placed in the neigbbourhood of rhe h i g a n t s  from 
Ireland to whom thcir exaniple ulouid be beneficial."3 

In 1823, while Peter Robinson was carrjijng out his emi-gration, 
Archibald McNab, a highland chieftain of the house of Kinnell, 
was seeking permission to settle a group of lus clansmen in a t o m -  
shjp h the Canadas. According to Alexander Fraser. author of 
The Lut Laird of MacNab,l the Laird had fallen upon evil days in 
Scotland; bis estates were so heaviiy mortgaged that his only hop¢ 
of eluding arrest was to flee the country. Io his flight he was aided 
by 11is cousin, Dr. Hamilton Buchanan, of the ancient house of 
Arnprior. 

The plan, as conceived by the cousius, was that McNab "should 
stan for America from an Eoghsh port, found a settlernent, retrjeve 
his Iost fortunes, and return to his native land in better times."" 
Wjth the help of Buchanan and two faithful servants, Peter McZn- 
lyre and John Buchan, both of wbom laier came to Upper Canada, 
the Laird was able to outwit l i s  creditors. Eventually he arrived 
safely at Quebec and later visited Glengarq~ where he obtained 
valuable jnformation on the Highland settleineor there. He then 
proceeded to York and approached the Government with the pro- 
posa1 that he settle a township with lus clansmen and others from 
the Highlands of Scotland. 

The Govemment was kindly disposed toward the scheme and 
recommended that Mch'ab's plan be adopted and that a township 
be set apart on the Ortawa River, next to the township of Fitzroy. 
This township, named McNab for the Laird, was IO rernain under 
his superiutendency for 18 monrhs, and then the Governrnent would 
decide wbether to extend the period. At the expiration of 18 
months the Laird was to give an accounting of his supe~tendency.  

The Order in CounciI placing the toanship under the Laird's 
direcrion was dared November 5,  1823, but i t  was not until Sep- 
tember 1824 that McNab Township, bordering Pakenham Town- 
ship on the nortbwest, was reponed surveyed. This delayed the 
Laird almost a year in rnakiog his arrangements. However, in the 
sprïng of 1825, he was able at last to announce the safe &val 
of the first group of his p e ~ p l e . ~  



Articles of Agreement between McNab and the settlers he was 
to bring to Upper Canada se1 forth the conditions under which the 
elaigrati~n was [O be carried out. McNab agreed to coavey the 
settlers from Scotland to the lands reserved for them in Upper 
Canada, and IO assign 100 acres to each head of a £&y and each 
mde who was 21 years old at the time of his arrival. As soon as 
the settlers performed the settling duties and cultivation required 
of al1 settlers graated lands by the Crown in Upper Canada, McNab 
a p e d  to procure title to the land for them, provided they paid tbe 
charges for the patents. In return eacb settler signed an agreement 
to pay ta the Laird certain 6xed sums to cover the costs of transport 
for himself, his wife and chiidren, and of the rations provided for 
themn4 

Fraser States tbat  tbe McNab settlers left Greenock in April 
1825 and that they had a speedy journey to Montreal, where b e y  
were met by the Chief. Like tbe Robinson settlers they embarked 
in bareaux at Lachine, but udike them they came by the Ottawa 
River route. At Pointe Fortune a Mr. McLachlin was engaged to 
bring the baggage to Hawkesbury in ox carts; the settlers wdked. 
Ar Hawkesbury tbey were taken on board the steamboat Ilnion, 
plying between there and Hull-a journey of two days and a night. 
From Hull upwards the trip proved exceedingly arduous; the settlers 
endured much hardship, and finally at the Chats transponed their 
baggage up the iapids w i ~ h  great difiiculty. On the banks of the 
Ottawa at the site of the future Arnprior, the Chief had erected a 
log house, which he called Kinnell Lodge. He threw the Lodge 
open to as many of the settlers as could be accommodated; the 
others pitched their camps nearby. From the Lodge they reached 
their locations by blazed pathways through the woods and therc 
erected crude s h a n t i e ~ . ~  

Of Iiis journey up the Ottawa the Laird commented "taking 
emigrants up tbe Ottawa is triple the expense of the SC. Lawreoce 
transport, theu behg no public coni7eyance farlher than Hull, of 
course all beyond is at very great expense, and no cornpetition to 

Hull their charges are e~travagant."~ 
The settlers were already bound to the Chief by the bond Lbey 

had signed agreeing to reimburçe Km for the expenses of the 
jomey.  McNab now furtber assureà their dependence upon him 
by =quiring them to sign location tickets with the foUowing orninous 
clause: "you wiU yearly rhereafier [after three years] pay to me, my 
hein and successors for ever one busheI of wheat or Xndian corn, 

or oats of like value, for every cleared acre upon the said Lot  of 
Land in name of Quit Rem for the same, in month of January in 
each ~ e a r . " ~  

These, then, were the Scottish neighbours of the Irish sertiers 
in northwest Pakenham of whom ii had been sugesied that they 
might be "placed in the neighbourhood of the Emigrants from 
lreland to wbom theix example would be benefi~jal."~ Unfortuo- 
atdy the  settlers of McNab Township were for many years too 
harassed by problems of theu o m  to be an example to anyone. 
If they looked to their Irish neighbours at al], ir was probably to 
envy them their freedom from the bondage and persecu:ion of the 
Laird. 
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DAYS OF ADJUS'I'MENT 

1 : Problerns iiz the Young Seiflemeni 
During tbe 1820's transportation was the paramount pmblem. 

The early settlers açsjgried lots in the southeastem end of Pakenham 
Township had probably reached their locations over rough trailç, 
carrying their few possessions on theu backs hom Ramsay. Or, 
tbey may have foliowed the Mississippi River to lndian Cr& and 
turned from that stream northward and southward to their lots. 
Settlers destined for northwest Pakenham and tbose with lots near 
the border of McNab Township may have gone up the Madawaska 
from its mouth on the Ottawa, branching off at Waba Creek and 
foliowing it inland to their locations. A few, among them at least 
some of Robinson's setrlers, likely came down the Mississippi in 
cmde boats as far as Harvey's mdls and from there followed creeks, 
valleys, or swampy trails to their destinations. 

Ceriainly eady in the twenties travel within the township was 
fairly general, with Harvey's m a s  the focal PO"[. In summer the 
canoe was the simplest means of transportation, for those fortunate 
enough to have access to the waterways. In winter these same 
ulaterways provided unobstructed pathways over frozen surfaces 
and no doubt were generally used. In summer, trails were al1 bu1 
impassable, but in spite of ths  cattle were somehow dnven to even 
the most remote clearings in the Pakeaham Mountain. The task of 
persuading thcse reluctant beasts through miles of swamp and 
forest m u t  have tried the patience and endurance of the stoutest 
hearted. There rernained the furtlier difficulty of providing forage 
and shelter, and even if forage were available, of preventing the 
animais from straying off io be lost in the woods. 

Wi~hin the clearings the most pressing needs were food and 
shelter for the family. Providing these necessities led, of couse, 
to the settler's main goal-the completion of his setrlement duties 
so tliat be might secure titIe to his land. To qua!i@ for a deed tbe 
setrler must clear a certain acreage, build a house, and clear half 
the width of the concession road fronting his propeny. In the case 
of Robinson's settlers the house was to be 16 by 20 feet; the clearing 
3% acres. 

To enlarge his clearing was of course the settler's major concem, 
s ine  upon this activity the s u ~ v d  of the family depended. To 
this end he spnent his winters chopping and clearing. It is doubtful 
if in the h t  springtimes in the new land he had tirne to harvest the 
native crop £rom tbe mapIe trees. But if he did, the method used 
would not Mer radically from that of the Indians. Fint he bored 
a bole into each tree with an auger, thea inserted a wooden spout 
and placed a wooden trough beneath it. In the spring, as the Sap 
rose, the spout carried the drops into the trough. The sap was 
caliected and boiled down in a kettie over an open fin= untii it was 
sficientiy concentrated to be poured off  and aiiowed to solidîfy 
lnto sugar. 

Lu these activities in the clearings the women workcd side by 
1 side with the men, chopping, sap-gathering, tending ha and syrup 

l ketîies, and hwbanding the ashes for Robert Harvey's potashery. 
The chddren, too, were always busy, carrying wood, clearing away 

I b m h ,  and herding the animals-in spriDg to keep them from drink- 
ing from the sap trougbs and in sumrner to protect young crops 
from their foragiag. In the heavy work of log&, oxen were needed 
to haui the log into piles if they were to be burned, to the nearest 
navigable Stream if they were destined for Quebec, or lo the site 
of a new house or fence. The settlement dutjes required that clear- 
ings be fenced, and the first fences, like the first homes, were of logs. 

In the second year, wheat, turnips, and sometimes clover sup- 
plernenred the initial crops of potatoes and lndiad corn. At first 
the settler used his hoe to plant corn and potatoes; other crops he 
scattered by hand, ohen over the unslirred soil. During the work 
of clearing and planting he would be plagued by bitiog iosects 
against which he had no defence. William Bell, for many years 
Presbyterian minister at Perth, describcd his trials in 1816: "The 
day being hot, I was attacked by swarms of mosquitoes, which 
stung me so unmercifully that, in a short time, my han& and face 
were covered with hard sweiiings. My craniurn was so covered 
with bumps, that a phrenologist would have been at no loss to 
discover the bump of anythng you plea~e."~ 

His clearing completed, the settler might now givc thought (O 

a house to replace his 6rst shanty. House building was usually a 
communal activiry in which ~eigiibours wixingly padcipated, for 
these bees provided rare opportunities for social gatheringç. Mn. 
Moodie, refemng to accounts of such bees appearing jn propaçanda 
Literature in the Old Land, notes with considerable heat that "They 





sertlers. ID addition, property lines were often a-dehed and condi- 
tions under which the sertlers had secured their lands wcre far from 
uniform. Almost five years before Pakenham Township w a ~  sur- 
veyed, Robert Gourlay had found, through his famous question- 
naire, that settlers of Upper Canada resented most of al1 tbe dif i -  
culry of securing clear title to their holdings. In  the Dismict of 
Bathurst, the Land Board had itç ofices at Perth, 40 miles from 
Harvey's d s ;  distance impeded xedress of grievances and enhanced 
the possjbility of miscarriage of justice. 

Axiother sore point was the lack of a systern of local govemment 
tbat uuly represented the people. Administration of "roads, bridges, 
drains, dams, the peace and insti~utions of c~rrection"~ rested witb 
the Board of Quarter Sessions, also at Perth. This body was corn- 
prised of the magistrates of the District, who were appointed, and 
it frequently becanie a mere local extension of the Family Compact. 
Since there was no proper provision for thc building of local. roads, 
bridges, drains, and dams, these were too often neglected. Justjce, 
too, was sometimes long delayed-a padcularly mying circumstance 

1 
in a day when lisis of recognized crimes were Ion-, and penalties i 

severe. 
Under tbese conditions it was inevitable that difljculties and 

disputes sbould arise over fees, trespassirig, land titles, and convic- 
tions for crime. Nor is it surprishg rhat, hallhg failed to secure 
satisfaction tbrough the Land Board or the magistrates, recourse 
should frequently be made ro the Lieutenant-Governor at distant 
York. Such was the case when Robert Harvey and a number of 
other settlers petitioned Su Peregrine Maitland asking for a reduc- 
tion of theu fees. Fees charged on grants of land in Upper Canada 
had been changed a number of tirnes, and Pakenham settlers who 
had been unfortunate enough to take up land ufhen fees were high 
felt tbemselves discrimhated against. Their sense of injustice may 
have been heightened by the knowledge that Robinson's settlers 
had been granted land free of charge. Their petition was, however, 
a straightforward statement of the facts: 

"We the undersigned Peiitioncrs in the Townships of Pakenham 
& Torbolton in the District of Bathurst, do bumbly beg leave to 
reprtrsent to His hcel lency the Lt. Governor in Council that we 
were located for our lands when the Fees were at tbe high rates vis 
f 30 for 200 S: S 12 for IO0 acres and tbat the first payrnent has 
b e n  made & we expcci daily to be called upon for rhe second. 

"But the Petitioners are fuUy aware that a very considerable 
reduction has takea place on the Fees. & tbat a number of settlers 
have been lofateci in the same Towtisbips at the present rates. The 
Petitioners do therefore hope that His ExceUcncy the Lt. Governor 
in Council will k graciously pleased to take this petition into con- 
sideration 8: be Lndly pleased to order that we rnay be allowed to 
reccive our respective grants of land on as advanta,, " - 0 ~ s  terms 
lhose IateIy located. 

"And the Petitioners will ever pray as Ln duty bound. 
Penh District of Bathurst 
lsi August 1875 

(Signed) Robcn Hcrvey Jr 
Wm. McAdam 
Tlios. Lynch 
Owen Quinn D.S. 
Janies Steen Pakenhani 
Joseph Dobson 
William McRibon 
Thos. McRibon 
John G f l i i h  
Samuel b \ v c  
James McCaroa Torbolton 

160 acres No 25 in second conn.".' 

Thos. Ridout, the Surveyor Geaeral, noted on the petition that: 
"This ofice is no[ informed what quantiiy of land bas been 

located by the Land Board to the Petilioners, nor of the amount of 
the first instalment paid by them. If the quantiry located to each 
person does no; exceed 100 acres and the first instalment of the fees 
on the Grant. ê 4  bas been paid, the further sum of 22.18.8 
Sterling only, to the Land granting office will be required under your 
Excellencys Order in Council of 2nd Decernber 1824. No  General 
Order has  becn made for reduction of the fees on gants  of 200 
acres on which the hl instalment is E 10, But your Excelleacy has 
been pleased on special application to exempt the grantee from 
further payment than the sum of 226.17.6 Sterling, to make up the 
surn of 2 1 6 . 1 7 . 6  Sterling being the F m  under Regulations 5th 
January 1819." 

This courteously phrased bit of advice apparently had its efiect 
for the lollowing judgment was handed down: 

"ln Council 14 March 1816 
"The Council having taken into consideration ihe reprcsentations 

set forth in this Petiiion. as weU as how far il would be proper to 
afford part ial  relief whilst there are so many orlier locatea under 



similar circumstanccs urirb the Petitioners, respeclIuUy beg leave to 
recommend: 

"1st Thai in ail cases whete the 1st h i a l m e n t  £4 in Sterling 
has been paid on 100 Acres, the Patent may issue on payment of the 
further sum of L7.18.S Sterling io remunerate tbe Officers of rbe 
Land Granting Depameot. 

"2nd That in al1 cases where the 1 st Instalment 2 10 in Sterling 
ha been paid on 200 Acres, the Patent may issue on payment of the 
further sum of 26.17.6 Sierling which will bring the Grant under 
the Kepulations 5& January 1 8 19. 

"3rd Tnat in al1 cases wbere tbe ISL Xns~almenr E 10 Srerling 
has been paid on 200 Acres, by a Person having a Wife and five 
Children the Patent niay issue on payment of tbe further sum of 
S2.18.S Sterling Io remunerate the Officers as aforesaid." 

3 : The Harvey-Frizell Land Dispute 
Early in 1825 Roben Harvey had been accuwd of cutting pioe 

rrees on the neighbouring property, b t  10, Concession 1 1, and a 
leagthy controversy had ensued in which both sides referred their 
pevances to Major Hillier at York for the consideration of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. Harvey freely admitted the 
trespass, which he declared had been "cornmitted contrary to Our  

orders & wilhout our knowledge,"' and offered to have rhe damage 
assessed by independent referees. Nevertheless to setrIe the matter 
involved his malang a trip to Perth, 40 miles away t h o u p h  ihe 
woods; aumerous communications to York; and the submission of 
various sratemenis from the sumeyors. Even while Harvey was 
engaged in this controversy more trouble was brewiog, and later 
in the year his right to possession of the W.% Lot 12, Concession 
12, adjacent to the loi. on which h s  mjlls stood, was disputed. 
Documents in the Public Archives of Canada and the Ontario 
Arcbives give an illuminating picture of the rnannsr in which such 
disputes were arbitrated. 

The trouble invoIved three brotbers, the Frix-Ils, who had emi- 
grarcd from lreland to the Pertb area in 1821. Sornetiroe between 
182 1 and 1873 the eldest of the three returned to Ireland, but the 
two younger brothers, Sutton and Richard, remained and took up 
land a few miles fram Perth. According to the cbairman of the 
Land Board there, Sution had been localed for the S.N7.1& Lot 19, 
Concession 11, South Sherbrooke, and achard  for rhe N.E.'/z of 
the same lot. Both had drawn their irnplements froîn the Public 
Store. 

l n  the spring of 1823 Richard FrizcI1 liad applied to the Land 
Board for 50 acres of Lot 12, Coacession 12, iu the new townsbp 
of Pakenham. He had evidently made a trip to Little Fails and had 
liked what he saw, for he told Colonel PoweU, cbairman of the 
Board, that tbe lot was a ve r -  good one. Colonel Powell was 

impressed with Frizell, whom be considered "an excellent indus- 
triow young man whose interest 1 would be glad to pmrnote,"%nd 
advised him to tale  ir .  Powell offered to pay the fees for Richard 
on the understandjng that he  migbt repay at his convenience. Frizell 
was pleased to accept the offer, and the Board issued the following 
bon: 

"Good Io Richard Frizell for a Location Ticket for 136 Acres 
beiag Lot NO 12 in the 12 Concession of Packenham. 

John A. H. PowelI 
Clerk, L. B. 

Bathurst Land Board 
Perth 12th June 1S23"3 

Twelve days later Richard Frizell was drowned when his canoe 
ovemirned in the rapids of the Mississippi River at Pakenham. 

Meanwhile, in Ireland, the father of the Frizell brothers liad 
dird. Shortly before Richard's deab, tberefore, Sutton Frizell had 
returned to Ireland to investigate matters, settle hi5 affairs, and 
bring the f d y  to Canada. 

After Richard's death the Land Board at Perth was under some 
pressure to regrant his Pakenham lot. Several settlers, among ibem 
Robert Harvey, had applied for it, but the chairman thoiight that 
if i t  could be given to Sutton FrizeU, it should be retained uniil he 
returned £rom Ireland. Colonel Powell was willing to make the 
paymeats for Sutton as he had agreed to do for Richard. He was 
hopehl that this course could be lollowed for he had heard that, 
previous to Suttoa's depamre, he and Echard had made wds, 
each bequeathmg his posçessioas to the other. A hlr.  Dobson, of 
Drummond, the settler at whose bouse Richard had lived, was said 
to have "the case of his effects."' Powell therefore weni to Mr. 
Dobçon ta enquke. He found, howevcr, that Mr. Dobsoxl had not 
b e e ~  given a d l ,  nor was he aware that the deceased bad ever 
made one. This rneant ihat Richard's heir was the eldest brother, 
losepb, in Ireland. Coloncl Powell had no desire to make payments 
on a loi for the unkno\vn eldest brother and he ageed with the 
other members of the Board that Richard's lot in Pakenham ought 
to be resanted. 
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On tbe otber band, Harvey contended tbat his o w  c l a h  to 
the lot was a just one. He bad paid the fees; cleared a considerable 
acreage; and because he had erected mi i is  on the adjoining lot, had 
made the conksted property sGll more valuable, particularly to 

[ 
i himself. And to furthel substantiate his own claim he remindeci 

the Lieutenant-Govemor that: "in the month of July foilo\xing 
Frizell's death] one Owen Quina, applied for, and obtaided by 
unanimous consent of the following rnembers of the land board 
then present, J .  H. Powell, Wm. Marshall, Henry Grabam and 
G. H. Reade, Esquires, the Fast part of the said lot."'* 

The usual delays and exchange of correspondence foiiowed. A 
"Minute of Proçeedings" dated at Perth on May 30, 1825, cxplaioed 
to oficialdom at York why the Bathurçt District h n d  Board had 
issued a bon for a location ticket to Richard Frizell on June 12, 
1823: 

"Upon the application of Sutton Frizell, Emigrant from Zrelaod, 
brother of the late Richard FnzU who was drowned in the Missis- 
sippi River on the 34th June 1823, Tbe Board have to State tbat on 
ihe  day that the deceased was located for Lot No. 12 in the 12th 
Concession of Packenham, Ihe Clcrk bad not received Blank Loca~ion 
Ticketç, and therefort gave an obligation to each applicant similar 
Io the one produced bby the sajd Sutton Frizell, and wbich ~e Board 
consider as vaiid as ihe usual Ticket and sras given by the Board as 
a valid Location Ticket. The deceased was located on the 12th of 
June 1823, and the Lot relocated on tbe first day of September 
following. 

(Signed) WiUiam Marshall 
Henry Graham 
William Morris 

Members 
presen t"15 

The bon had read "1 36 Acres being Lot No 12 in the 12 Con- 
cession of Packenham." Since lots ordinarily contained 200 acres 
and 100 acres was the usual grant, Colonel YoureU atternpted to 
ex pl ai^ this discrepancy Ln a Minute of Proceedmgs dated Jime 16, 
1825 : 

" M e n  tbe Bon for a Location Ticket for Lot No. 12 in the 17th 
Concession Packenham was given to the late Richard Friz l l  it was 
expressly stated in presence of the Members Captain MarshaIl and 
Mr. Graham that the Board could only pan( 100 acres, but that bis 
narne should be put down for tbe  a7hole untill [sicl it was ascertaincd 
whether the excess of 41  acres could be included in the grant to hiin, 

bui as the Board was informeci by a Genrleman \\?ho stated a case in 
point that the excess would not be obtained, rhey deerned it unneces- 
sa. to make a reference on the Subject and had Frizell lived the 
Board would have cancelled the Bon and given bim a Location 
Ticket for one hundred acres only, as they had done to William 
McAdam in the ad johhg  Lrit similarly cixcurnscanced. 

'The excess in both Lots was given to Deputy Surveyor Quinn 
as one hundred acres, and the fees paid by bim accordingly. 

(Siged) 5. H. Poweli 
Chairman"l4 

Major Hdiier next wanted to know the circumstances under 
which the lot had been regranted t o  Robert Harvey, but his letter 
of enquq was almosc a month rcaching the chairman of the Land 
Board. Colonel PoweU had been at Point Nepean for nearly three 
weeks attending his son who was danperously ill. Tile day d e r  
his retum to Perth h e  dispatcheà the requested slatement: 

"We certify that at a Mecring of the Bowd held at the Land 
Board Ofice Perth, on the f r s t  day of September 1823, an applica- 
tion was made by Robert Haniey Esqr. for the West part of Lot 
No. 12 in tbe iwelfth Concession of the Township of Packenham. 
and the Board being vnanimously of opinion lhat under existing 
circumstances the same was open for location, granted the applicant 
the Lot requised and Iocated him accordingly. 

(Signed) J .  H. Powell, Chairman 
H. Graharn"l6 

But now Dr. Reade, the third member of the Board who had 
been present wben the lot was regranted, was absent "he behg 
attached to Mr. Robinson's S e t t i e r ~ " ~ ~  and a similar certifiate had 
to be sent to him for Iiis signature. ';Tais Dr. Reade signed and 
forwarded to York. 

The officiais had now heard ali sides of the dispute, but another 
six months passed before tbe problern was finally resolved. The 
document closing the case read: 

"In Council 15 March 1526 
"Upoa the Petition of S u t i o ~  Frizell, ii is Ordered tbat the Order 

in Couocil of tbe 17th March 1825 on his Petition shall be rescinded 
and that Two hundred Acres shall be located io  Horton, in tlie Name 

! of Joseph FrizeH as prayed for to close ail claim to Lot No 12 in the 
1 12th Concession, of Packenbarn, on the part of Richard Frkile's 

Heir."l7 





general good mnduct so conspicuous amongst ibem as also to the 
gratitude which they u n i f o d y  express for the kind and benevolent 
treatment which they have experienced and from which they are 
nobv enjoying every comfort."l Thus wrote George T. Burke of 
the Richmond Military Settlement in November 1826. 

This rather glowing account is at variance wjth that written by 
Alexander Fraser describing conditions in McNab Township in the 
early years of settlement. The plight of Robinson's settiers, particu- 
larly in norlbwest Pakenbam on the border of McNab, must have 
b e n  very similar, for by 1826 they were coming to grips wjth the 
Canadian Shield . Fraser states that durhg 1 825, 1 826, and 1827 
the settlers in McNab were reduced to dire necessjty. They were, 
he says "compcUed to leave off the clearjng of their lands and go 
oiit to work for provisions; consequently some went to a Mr. Thos. 
Burns, of Fitzroy, and worked with him at haying and harvest and 
potato digging, and earned provisions-others went to Beckwjth 
and hired o u t 4 t h e r s  purchased provjsjons on credit in Bechfith."' 

Fraser goes on to describe the dii3culties of transporting pro- 
visions to the section of McNab lying beyond Robhsoa's setuers. 
"There were no roads, brit merely a pathway from Mr. Snedden's 
in Ramsay to Beckwith; the remainder of the route to the Township 
of hlcNab was ~ O I M  the Mississippi to the mouth, thea up ihc 
Chats Lake to the mouth of the Madawaska, thence up the Mada- 
waska River to the Hat Rapid Settlement; and to other places by 
land on blazed paths through the busb. Boats hocked together 
in rough fashion, and canoes mdely manufactured, were improvjsed 
for the occasion, and small loads were brought . . . in this manner 
to McNab. From Beckwith to the present 'Carleton Place' and even 

1 
to Sneddea's, loads were transferred on the settlers' b a c k ~ . " ~  Such 
was the destitution that the wives and chiddren "were kept alive by 
potatoes alone, with a little salt as a relish. . . ."' 

Understandably, not dl of Robinson's settlers rernained to face 
such conditions; a number speedily fled the township. By 1876,5 
12 of the 30 lors assigned in 1 S23 had been abandoned. Of the 18 
settlers rcmaining, at least 7 had worked away from theh locations 
during part of the time, and by 1830"ome of these had given up 
the struggle. A study of the fate of this group that attempted to 
conquer the Shield gives some inkliog of the difialties of othcr 
settlers shilarly situated. l t  explaias, too, why some of the Shield 
villages muid not survive. 1 

me March 14. 1826, " R e m  of Irish Emigrants. settled in 
the District of Bathurst in the year 1823" does not account for 
Jolrn Akern. A second inspection report made about 1830, appar- 
entiy in answer to cornplaints made by settiers, has this to say a h u t  
him: "This unforninate man after w o r b g  on this lot @.Yz Lut 20, 
Concession 71 for somc time had to throw it up, and then com- 
menced his migrations, occupying each rejected lot in succession 
as tbe other settlers fled the township always thinking the last was 
best. When in Pakenham last montb 1 found him workmg bard on 
the W.% of 22 in 4 con. of that Township on which he had cleared 
4 acres Iately altho' not on my list as it had formerly been given 
to Patrick Sullivan, who never retumed from the United States, 
urhitber he weat in 1824-25. 1 have granted Aherne a certificate 
for it, if 1 have done wrong 1 shaIi correct it at once." 

Annever Cusick was reported in 1826 to be "Absent wiihout 
leave, but at work in Canada" and a further note added that be was 
"at work in tbe country but wLU return to his land." Dei~is  DaIey 
also absent without leave was said to be a "Mason at Perth." Morris 
Fitzgerald is unaccounted for and Johiz French is listed as "drouned 
at Kingsion Upper Canada, October 1825." William Lahie, like 
Fjugeraid, is unaccounted for and Michuel Lynch, a "millwright by 
trade," is "supposed to have gone to the United States." Corilelius 
Roclre is reported to be a "Blacksmith at Montreal," and James 
Sayward a "Shoemaker at  Perth." Patrick Sialrety was unaccouated 
for in the Pakenham Township return, but a Patrick Slattery, with 
a family of six, is recorded at ht 17, Concession 8, in Ramsay 
Township. in  1826 Jolzn Sullivan is said to be a "sc~~oolmaster, in 
the country" and the report of 1830 states that lie "was murdered 
2 years ago in Huntley." Patrick Sulliva?? is said to be, in 1826, a 
"Labourer at work ar Montreal," although the 1830 report stares 
that he went to the United States before that date and did not return. 

These were the settlers who were no longer in the township, 
but 18 of Robinson's original group stiU held lots in Pakenharn in 
f 826. Prjor to that date they had been joined by one of his seitlers 
£rom Hunùey,' John Mantle, father of James, bringing the total to 
19. The Return of 1826 showed the number of meinbers in each 
of these families, the births and deaths £rom 1823 to March 14, 
1826, acreage cleared on each lot, crops raised since the arriva1 of 
the settlcrs, and the nurnber of cattlc and hogs in tl~eir possession. 

l t  is hteresting to note that John Dougherty is listed among 
the setrlers in 1826. Apparenlly Judith Dougherty's petitioo had 
the desired effect on Sir Peregrine Maitland. 
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unoccupied. The Greens indulged in considerable lot trading and 
their movements are dacult  to trace. Busied Green, howewr, 
remained in the ~ownshp a t  least mtil 1836 when he received his 
land patent.I2 

In May 1 826 Robert Harvey wrote a letter ro the authorities on 
George Green's behalf. It read: "The Br. George Green wbo a7as 
Liocared for the East of 3 in the 5th of Pakenham @s location in 
1826, but he had been located for E. M Lot 6, Concession 6, in 
18231 fmds it to be unfit for settlement per the undernoted certifiicate 
& as 1 understand Mantle has left bis Lat East of 25 in 5th of 
Pakenham Green wishes LO get it in place of the one he now has. 
May 1 suçgesr you will exchange it for him upon his producing to 
you Mandes resignation of the above Lot origiaaliy located by you 
to him." The "undemoted cerriiicate" was signed by Owen Quinn 
and read: "1 certify the intenor of the East half of Lot No three on 
the 6fth Corn of Pakeaham to be bad and un6t for settlement. May 
1S26."'5 In the repon of 1830 George Green was mentjoned as 
"alurays well conducted, never left the Settlement," but in Allan's 
repon of 1840 bis lot is not listed. 

Both John Green, Ir., on the E. lh h i  21, Concession 7, and 
John Grceil, Sr., on the E. Lot 22, Concession 8, were granted 
land patents on May 30, 1836," and remained in  the township 
for some years. Tl~onias Green was not mentioned in 1830 and in 
1 840 his lot was listed as unoccupied. Willinrn Gi-eeii, who claimed 
that  he  switched lots wiih George Hanniver, completed the settle- 
ment duties on Hanniver's original location and on July 18, 1839, 
petitioned for a land patent.15 Tks was granted in September of 
that year.I0 The Report of 1830 says that Michael Gregg, of the 
E.% Lot 24, Concession 6, "Made a large clearinz on this lot but 
altho working on it for two years like the rest of the setllers had to 
reject it, . . . has remained in the settlement since he was married. 
1 consider that he would make a good settler. if he had land on 
which he could live." Subsequently, Michael G r e x  exchanged his 
lot for a lot in Huntley .17 01 William Gregg there is no record in 
the Reports of 1830 and 1840. 

George Hanniver, who was involved in an exchange of lots with 
Wiiijam Green, had evidently moved more than once, for in the 1 
Report of 1826 his location is given as h t  25 ,  Concession 5. His 
name appears in tlie 1842 Census records for E. lh Lot 1, Con- 
cession 6,1s IYilliam Green's original location. Timolliy Kennedy, 
who was reported to be working out at  Brockviile in 1826, is not 

i 

accounted for in the Reports of 1830 and 1840. Henry Mahony 
rvas listed in  the Return of 1826 but was "working at his trade." 
The Report of 1830 says of him that he "Cleared a few acres on 
this 101 in 23-74 aftex tbat he lefi the land, 1 am informed that be 
never returned since, also that he now follows his trade (sader) 
in Montreal. . . ." Joliii hlantle and his son James Manlle had also 
ieft the township in the 1870's. In the Report of 1830, the note 
concernbg James Mantle reads: "Rejected iong since, ha~ring gone 
with his father to Huntley merely keeping possession of this [W.lh 
h t  25, Concession 71 for the sake of the little hay they had off 
thek large clearing on this lot, residing now on 27-10 Huntly." 

Dei?is Slzanahan remajned in the t~wnçhip,~"though it is 
evident tbat he, roo, attempted to escape. Tbe cornrnents concern- 
ing him reveal di too clearly the diappointment of the settlers in 
tbeir locations, their frustrations in trying to better the situation, 
and the impotent anger they felt toward the autboritjes responsible 
for their setllement. "15 acres cleared," reads tbe Report of 1830, 
"insisted on getting a certificate for 21 on 9 Con Huntly (E-YZ ) 'tiç 
a lot l. know norhing about, lie saîd Mr. Robinson had promised it 

to him was very abusive, I granted Iiim a certificate for the lot on 
wbich he lives, as he insisted on getting one, which 1 believe he 
tore up. In t i t h  tbe land be is on is wretched bad." 

Surprisingiy, two of the settiers, Atinei~er Cusick and James 
Sayward, who had been absent when tbe return of 1826 was made, 
returned to the township and were granted patents on their orignal 
10catiorn.~~ 

It would be  as unfajr to suggest that the Sbield was responsible 
for aU the difficulties of Robinson's settlers as it wodd be uawise 
to generalize on the soi1 conditiom in Pakenham Township on the 
basis of their experience. Even on the Shield there are many pockets 
of fertile soil, although these are sometimes widely sepaxated. In 
addition, conditions tod-ay are far daerent from those of 1823 
when the forests masked rock and fertile soiX alike, and marshes 
that have since been tamed by drainage abounded. As the years 
passed, settlers made terms wjth the Sbield, capitalizing on the 
timber and grazing possibilities of the rousher sections and culti- 
valing the ferrile vdleys. Crop rotations, fenilkation, and improvcd 
drainage have increased the productive capacity of its agricultural 
areas. Nevertheless the greater part of the Shield area of the town- 
ship is u d t  for settlemenc. 



EARLY MISSIONARIES IN PAKENHAM TOWNSHIP 

1 : Social and Religious Climote in Upper  Canada 

Early missjonaries in Pakenham Township in the 1820's and 
1830's represenied the Methodist, Anglican, Presbyterian, and 
Roman Catholic faiths. Many of the adherents of tbese churches 
had brought with them from their homelands mernories of bitter 
reliaous persecutions, long-standing enmities, and deepl y rooted 
prejudices. In addition, differcnces in tradition, temperament, and 
the educational qualifications of their clergy separated the denomi- 
nations-l The ritual of the Roman Catholic Church and the recired 
prayers of the Anglicans were in sharp contrast with the extem- 
poraneous praying and the absence of liturgy in Methodist and 
Presbyterian chapels. The Presbyterian service witb its stem sim- 
plicity, dignified preaching, and solemn psalm-singing was far 
removed from the emotional atmosphere, fervent discounes. and 
sprightly hymns of Methodist gatlierings. Anglicans and Presby- 
tenans disagreed over f o m  of service, but both insisted on a weU- 
educated clergy and they had a common disdain for Methodists, 
who laid less emphasis on this requirement. 

Conditions in Upper Canada did IittIe to reduce the many 
frictions among the churcbes, and even added a few new sources 
of resentment. Cbief among these was the vexing question of the 
Clergy Rescrves. The Resecves had been set up as a gant to the 
Protestant clergy. Tb& provision, of course, disregarded the Roman 
Catholic Church, but in practice it discriminated as seriously against 
protestant denominations other than the Anglican Church. The 
phrase "Protestant Clergy" was "inierpreted by authority to mean 
the Anglican ministerç witliout question and ministers of the Cliurch 
of Scotland gnidgingly."" The Anglican Church \vas attempring to 
become the esrablisbed church in Canada, and because it was sup- 
ported by many members of the  Family Compact it was in a posi- 
tion to press iis daims. Among its prohibitions none was more 
galling tlian its refusa1 to allow the clergy of some other denomina- 
lions to solemnize marriages. 

M'ithin the churches there was a cenain amount of strife also. 
Arnongst the Anglicans, differences exisred beruleen high church 
and 10v.~ church; American Methodisrn, which had corne in by way 
of the United States, was in conilict with WesIeyan Methodism from 
Engiand; various other branches of Presbyterianism were at odds 
with the Established Churcb of Scotlmd. Wiih this background it 
js not surprising that on the mission fields of the Bathurst District 
excremeç in attitudes, practices, and behaviour should be apparent. 
Nowhere was fanaticism more marked than in districts where north 
of Ireland Protestants came in contact wiih south of Ireland Roman 
Catholics. 

Life in the clearings to which the early missionaries came was 
full of vivid contrasts. For many of the settlers it was lusty, robust. 
and cruel. In  wretched tavems men fought with bared fists and 
heavy b o t s  over their women, their fences, their politics, and their 
religion. For others, the new land wore a gentler aspect; it provided 
a better way of life and freedom of worship. Settlers who valued 
these gifts crowded log cabins and tiny shops for the rare services; 
walked miles to have their cliildren baptized; flocked to outdoor 
camp-meetings; and religiously observed family worship in their 
rude homes. 

The back townships of the Bathurst District were a young man's 
country; most settlers were bachelors or  young men with wives and 
srnail children. The family was self~oniained aad self-sufficient. 
In the home, the fam-grown food was prepared; clothing ulas 
manufactured; the few elderly and the sick were cared for. Illness 
was to be feared and fought with homespun cures or the primitive 
weapon of superstii.ion. The death of a chdd was to be lamented, 
that of a wife deeply deplored, but the death of a husband \i1as an 
utter catastrophe. The widow who had the opportunity to remarry 
speedily, no matter how unsuitable the match, was indeed fortun- 
ate. The un thinkable alternative was to apprentice her children 
and become the houseliold "slave" in a home that could afford such 
a luxury. Few women had the means or the opportunity to do 
otherwise. 

Children for apprenticeship were in demand in the young 
settlerneuts wliere every pair of hands, no matter how smaii, could 
be useful. Innis and h w e r ,  in Select Docutnenrs in Carzadiatz 
Economic Nisrory, 1783-1885, quote an  early writer as saying that 
"Children, whose parents are unable to support them, may be 



provided for by binding h e m  until tbey become of age, as appren- 
rjces to farmers, with whom b e y  arc generaüy brought up as one of 
the famlly; and a couf, a sheep, and some seed, is usudy given to 
hem when they leave, to begin wjth on a fami .  In this manner, 
orphans are generally taken care of. Tt rareiy happens, that a man 
who has a family h d s  it necessary to biad any of his childrea to 
ohers; and he who has the most numerous offspring, is considered 
to have the best opportunity of prospering, in a countq where land 
is abundant, and in which the price of laboux is hjgh."8 

Orphaned children were not always brought up "as one of rhe 
family" however. There were frequent notices in the Press offering 
one penny xeward for tlie apprehension of young apprentices. 
Adams in Grandjarher Sroriesl intimates that in Upper New York 
State two cents and a bucket of asbes was the usud reward for an 
apprentice his master did not coosjder vaiuable enough to have 
re~urned. M o u d  the milis in Pakenham Township the corres- 
ponding price put on tbe beads of these uxlbappy and unwanted 
waifs was no doubt the "one penny" offered in the advertjsements 
of the day. 

There were, as today, tbose with marjtal dimculties. Even in 
this period reilealing notices often appeared in the Press: "My wife 
. . . has left rny bed and board wjthout any just cause, 1 hereby 
forbid any person haxbouring or trusthg her on my account, as 1 
wdl not be answerable for any debt she may ~ontract ."~ Sometimes 
there would be a sequel when the hard conditions of tbe times and 
dire necessiv bmught tbe woman to terms: "My wife . . . having 
Returned to ber former residence, she is again restored to ali the 
rigbts and privileges of a dutiful and faithful wife."= 

Practical jokes, a favourite rype of amusement, were ofren 
cruel or painful, depending upon whether the prankstcr was moved 
by malice or a pervert.ed sense of humour. There were those who 
could mutilate animais by cutting off tails or sliiting ears. or tliose 
who could put a bristling porcupine in a banel in a dark corner 
and then send each unsuspeaiug victim to the barre1 for nails so 
that they mi&[ have the sport of seeing him draw out a hand 
painfully festooned with quills? There were lawbreakers, U e  the 
one described in 1835 who escaped through a window of "Busteed" 
Green's tavern while be was being escorted ro the Perth Gaol: 
"about 18 yem of ag+5 feet 7 or 8 inches hi&, fair iiair, inclined 
to sandy with a squint in one eye. He wore an old straw hat, a grey 
coarse coat with short skirts and blue vest, al1 in bad trim."8 

Such were rhe social conditions in the first 15 years of the 
tou~nsliip's history. There were no doctorç, no o r g h d  charities 
IO care for the destjture, few schools, and, until close to the end 
of the period, no chuxches. Dmnkenness was widespread; loneliness 
and frustration the common lot. On the northwestern border of the 
township were Robinson's settlerç Bghtiag a losing bartle wirb the 
Shield, and beyond them the harassed and deeply troubled setrlers 
of McNab. Across the whole of Upper Canada dissatisfactions 
over the Clergy Reserves and the autocracy of the Family Compact 
were simmeriag md were soon to boil over in the Rebellion of 
1837. It was under these conditions that the h t  missionaries 
worked. Like many of the earl y setùers, they came iuto Pakenham 
Township by way of the Military Settlements of Fer& and Rich- 
mond. 

2 :  The Coining of the Metlzodisls 

In  The Firsr Cenrury of Merhodisn? in Corzada J. E. Sanderson 
recreates, in phrases rich in imagery, the type of primitive Method- 
ism broughi to Upper Canada by rhe firsr missionaries. "Revival 
meetings, protracred senrices, open-air exercises. camp-meetings, 
eic., were," he says "means employcd by the ministries . . . plain, 
simple, earnest preaching . . . succeeded by short, fernent praying 
and vehement responses produced marvellous rmutts. Men wbo 
went IO mock remained to pray. Profigate sinners were preached 
to their h e e s  aod prayed 10 their feet again. Strong men fell to 
the ground as if £rom a rifie shot. Women shrieked in theu agony 
of soul. People lay as if dead upon the ground. . . . Whole congre- 
gations were çwept down under the divine power. Communities 
u7ere shaken as a forest in a winter gale. . . ."l It was a religion 
higbly cliarged with emotionaijsrn and as such it had a strong apped 
for many of the lone1y setrlers on the well-or, oaaized Methodisi 
circuits of Upper Canada. 

During the first year of settlement ( 1  823) the Methodist Cir- 
cuit of "Penh and Back Setdements," to which Pakenbam Town- 
ship belonged, was under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal 

i 
Church in the United States." This branch of Meibodism had 
origjnated in England, but because it had corne in by way of the 
United States jt was cbarged with "raài~alism'~-a damaging word 
since the war of 1 6  12-14. To secure a more favourable position, 
the Canadian Melhodists separated from the New York Conference 
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During the next five years the organkation of tbe Circui~ re- 
mained uchanged, whde the itinerant cbanged yearly. During 
1828 Alvah Adams,20 hard-working and popular, added 20 to hjs 
0ock and made plans for a "Boneshbe" mission. In tbe next year 
John Black21 increased ihe memberskip from 71 to over 100. Ia. 
1830 Charles Wood" 'as in charge of the Mississippi, but Alvah 
A-, now on the Bomechere mission, apparently looked after 

i that part of Pakenham Township lying east of the Mississippi. He 

1 reports: "1 have preached in most of the settled parts of the town- 

: shps of Clarendon and Briçtol, in the Lower Province; and in the 

townships of Pakenham, Fitzroy, McNabb, and Rorton, in the 
Upper Province. . . . 1 have fonned another srnail society in 
Pakenham. In  the townships of Fitzroy, McNabb, and Horton, the 
distances between appointments are geat ;  and the roads being 
exceedingly bad, render it impracticable to use a horse, except in 
tbe w j ~ t e r . " ~ ~  Simon Huntingdon held the first camp meeting on I 
the Mississippi Circuit in 183 1. Perhaps to this event may be 
attributed the inmase of 63 in the mernbership, for Huntingdon 

i 
t 
I 

says tha~  the meeting "had a surprisingly good efiect, and gave an 
impulse to the spirit of revival in tbat back Meanwhile 
James Brock2bas  serving on the "Bonshire" mission, but in 
1 83220 he took charge of the Mississippi Cicuit. ! 

Throughout these years controversy over the Clergy Reserves 
1 '  
I 

was raging, with John Strachan champion of the Anglican position 
l 

and Egerton Ryerson that of the Methodist. Ryerson's defence of 
Methodism, published iB reply to S tmban ' s  attack-2 against the 
Methodists in his sermon at the funeral of Bishop Mountain in 

I 
1825, bad made the members of tbat faith a powerful force in the  
wave of agitation for xefom. The Metbodjsts were leadmg the 
group advocating secularization of the Clergy Reserves with the 
pmceeds to be devoted to education. Other goups were sponsoring 
the cause of Respomible Government and refonn of the Council. 
One of Ryerson's rnoves to strenflen the Methodist cause was to 
bring about a union of the Canadian and Wesleyan met ho dis^.'^ 
Thus, in 1833, the Mississippi Circuit came under the Wesleyan 
h4ethodist Conference" with James Brock wntinuing for another 
year. He also had superintendency of the "Bonchere" mission, 
where Stephen B r ~ w n e l l ~ ~  was performing wonders. In 183431 

William McFadden and Daniel Burney came to the Circuit. 

In these firçt 11 years of the bistory of Pakenham Township 
most of the itinerant missionanes were bachelors or newly married 
men wrhose wives f a e d  lonehess and hardship equal to that of 
aoy of the settlers. Tbe jtinerants, themselves, were martyrs for 
their faith. In their travels they took food and crude sheller where 
it was offered, preached in shanties stdbg in the hot and humid 
summers and bone-chdhgly cald in winter. Plagued by mosquitoes, 
they waded rhtough swamps where even a horse refused to go, 
stumbled over fallen trees, and toiled dong the riven in canoes or 
rnakeshift boats. In winter tbey floundered through deep snow or 
broke through, the uncertain ice of swamps and streams, whiIe 
jcicles formed on their dothing and beards, and uaüs became 
oblirerated by drifts. 

But limes were changing and the year 1835 saw the dawn of a 
new era on the Mississippi Circuit. In that year two chapelss2 were 
built. Ooe of them, on the eighth line of Ramsay Township, was 
within reach of the  settlers of Pakenham, although it nras some 15 
miles distant from some of them. The chape1 uras a community 
effort, built largely by the settiers themselves, and was rcady for 
occupancy late in the year. On December 10, 1835, it was ionnally 
presented to the ministers then on the Circuit, William McFadden 
and John Mchtyre, and dedicated by the Reverend Anson Green, 
who for years had beea associated with Methodism in the Bathurst 
District. To this chapel the settlers of Pakentiarn trudged over the 
rough trails to attend Quarterly Meetiags. Accounts of these days 
state that an Quarterly Meeting Sunday the settlers would rise early, 
compleie the chores around the clearing, and then, carrying chjldren 
and food, wak to the chapel on the eighth line for the "breaking 
of ibe bread." Service over, they ate the food they had brought 
with [hem, attended a second semice, and began the walk of 10, 
12, or 14 miles home again. In the closing years of the  1830'sS3 
their minisrers (John Mclnfyre and Vincent B. Howard in 1836, 
John Armstrong and Siephen Brownell in 1837, John Armstrong 
in 1 838, and Alvah Adams and Thomas Harmon in 1839) con- 
thued their visitations fhrough the widespread Circuit, esrabiishing 
societies and classes, baptizing infants, and burying the unfortunate 
victims of accident, illness, or "the drink," Before the end of the 
decade the Methodists of Pakenham Township, arnong them the 
Elliotts, Scotts, and Wilsons, were begiming to plan for a chapel 
of their own. 





In June 1817 William Bell, his wife and six chddreri, arrived 
at Perth. Mi. Ben immediately set about land clearing, church 
building, visitiag, preaching, and school teaching. For some years 

I 
i 

he worked alone, attending to the spiritual needs of the Presby- 1 
1 

terians of Penh and the surrounding settlements. There were, in l 

the Canadas, a number of orher ministers of the Secession Church î 

and Mr. Bell soon became an iduential member of this group. Zn 
181 g4 the Secession clergymen f o n e d  themselves into the Pres- 
blrteq of tbe Canadas; the fouodeis of this presbytery were William 
Bell of Perth, William Srnart of BrocbiUe, William Taylor of 
Osnabnick, and Robert &ton of Montreal. They dexided that tbe I 

presbyteq should be independent of the Old Country churches, 
and it was hoped that al1 Presbyterian rninisters and congregations 
in the Canadas would unite under thk one organization. This, 
however, was not to be; among others, the Church of Swtland 
ministers did not unite with the Presbytery of the Canadas. 

Meanwhile Mr. Bell's work on his large mission was bewming 
more onerous, and in 1820 at the request of the people of Beckwith 3 

Townshjp he asked the Presbytery of Edinburgh to chose and 
ordain a minister for them. When none was immediately forth- 
coming, they sent a second c d  in 1821 askhg for a minister "of 
godly carnage and conversation, gifted in prayer, skilled in the 
practise of medicine, and able to preach in English and Gaelic."" 
The salary offered was £75 a year with each family pledged to 
givc $3.00 or $1 .O0 and two bushelç of wheat. Surprisingly, a man 
was found wilb aU the qualifications; he was Dr. George Edward 
Buchanan, who had a charge in Gdinburgh, was 60 years old, and 
had a wife, eight daughters, and two sons. Dr. Buchanan came 
with bis family by way of the Sr. Lawrence route, reached Frank- 
town in Aupst 1822, and took over part of the area formerly 
attended by Mi. BeU. Next to corne to Mr. Bell's assistance u7as 
Dr. John Gemmill," minister, medical doctor, and primer, who 
settled on the Lanark mission and apparently made his living chiefly 
by printing. 

For some years the Secession ministers had a monopoly in the 
Bathurst District, but in the 1830's the situation changed radically J. 

with the influx of ministers of the Church of Scotland. A number 
of Mr. Bell's congregaiion in Perth, led by William Morris, member 
of the Legislative Assembly, had asked to have a minister of the 
Established Church7 sent to them. Their caU was answered by 
Thomas C. Wilson, who, of course, took over some of Mr. Bell's 

fouowers. Shortly, the Reverend WiUiam McAlistex, also of the 
Church of Scotland, came to Lanark where Dr. Gemmill was 
stationed, and the Reverend John S m i h  was sent to Dr. Buchman's 
m a  in Bechxiti~.~ 

ln 1833 the Synod of Canada in connection with the Church of 
Scotland received I l  mi ais ter^,^ among hem the Reverend John 
Fairbairn and the Reverend George Romanes. Meanwhile, organi- 
zation of a congregation of the Church of Scotland in Ramsay 
Township brought this brancb of Presbyterianism within reach of 
Pakenham Township. In September 18331° the committee of the 
Ramsay church invited the Reverend John Fairbairn to become 
theu niinister and he assumed charge in October. Fairbairn was 
describeci by Mi. Wilson of Perth as "a young man of deep piety, 
fervent in prayer and an excellent preacher."ll Mr. Bell and his 
feilow ministers of the Secession Church made a number of at- 
tempts to brinp about a union with the rninisters of the Church of 
Scotland but they were uns~ccessful.~~ So, by 1834, a separate 
presbytery, the Presbytery of Bathurstçt,I3 orgmized under the 
Church of Scotland, had the following ministers : John Cruikshank, 
Bytom; Thomas C. Wiison, Perth; William McAlister, Lanark; 
John Smith, 'Beckwith; John Fairbah, Ramsay; and George 
Romanes, Smith's Falls. 

Fint steps in the organization of the Ramsay congregation of 
the Church of Swtland wexe taken in the s p h g  and surnrner of 
1834. Elders were appoinred, ordained by Mr. Fairbairn, and 
placed io charge of difierent districts of Ramsay Township. The 
elder responsible for Concessions 8 to 12, from Lot 15 upwards, 
was also responsible for the mernbeîs living in Pakenham Town- 
ship. Plans were made for a communion service and tokens diitri- 
buted to intending communicants. For the next few years regular 
services, communion services, and meetings of session were hefd in 
the homes, in the scboolhouçe, or, if the weather permitted, out- 
doors. Afier the building of the Methodist chape1 on the eighth 
line of Ramsay in 1835, the Presbyterian congregatjon sornetirnes 
held services there. Lare in 1836, or early in 1837, their own 
chapel was completed; it was built near the Methodist chapel on 
the eighth line. 

Mr. Fairbairn was paid an annual salary of £70. The pre- 
centor, who was chosen by the congregation and under the direction 
of tbe session, received £ 8 for leading the psalm singing. Expenses 
were met by seat rents, weekty ~Uections,  and other givhgs. The 



5 : Roman Carholic M issioizaries' 
During the early years of setilement in the Bathurst District 

the Roman Catholic parishes belonged to the diocese of Quebec, 1 
and from 1819 the Reverend Alexander MacDoneU was V i w -  
General of Upper Canada, under Bishop Plasis. The f h t  mission- 
ary in the Bathurst District was the Reverend Pierre Jacques de la 1 
Mothe, a Fr'renchrnan who was ordained in France in 1790 and 
came to Quebec in 181 3. Until the close of the war, he was chaplain 
to the de Watteville regimeut, and later he served for a tirne as 
missionary on the Rideau River. I 

I 
Father de la Mothe came to Perth in 1817, but his stay in the 

1 
new Military Settlement was not a happy one. The few Catholics 
were virtuaIly lost among the many Protestants, and his task in the 
English-speaking community was extremely dificuit because he 
spoke only French. He attempted to raise fun& for a chapel but 
in 1820, thoroughly discouraged, he lefi Pertl-i wifh the chapel still 
iuibuilt. He ulas fofollowed on the mission by Fa!her Sweeny who 
reported in 1821 that the number of Catholjco had grown corwider- 
ably. l n  these years the missionary at Perth had jurisdiction over 
the Catholic mission in the Milirary Settlement of Richmond, where 

discipbe of the Ramsay church was strict, church attendance a 
serious matter, and the good name of the church was zealously 
guarded. Any member bringing reproach upon himself as a pro- \ 
fessing Christian or npon hjs church migbt be admonlçhed before 

i 
I 

the session or even publjcly from the puipjt, and suspeaded from 
cburch privileges. Absence from communion without just cause 
was suflicient reason for striking the offender from tbe church roil. 

The first member from Pakenham Township to be admitted to 
the Ramsay congegation appem to have been Hugh Dickson in 1 

1835. In the next four years others of the future congregation at 

Superintendeut Burke, who was a Catbolic, djd ali he could to assist 
the eatly missionaries. In 1812 the VicarGneraI sent Father 
Haran (or Heron) to Richmond. 

Reverend John MacDonald, the next missionary to Perth, found, 
in April 3823, that the chapel was still not completed. iater in 
the year the Roman Catholic population in Ramsay and the neigh- 
bouRDg townships was augmented by the arriva1 of Peter Robinson's 
Irish emigrants. In addition to bis other duties, Father MacDonaid 
went ta set up a mission among tbem. Other than Robinson's 
settlers there were few Roman Catholics in Pakenbam Township 
in the early years. Father MacDonald rnay have continued to 
minister to the families of this group, or they may have been part 
of the missions of Richmond or Huntley. From 1827, when Father 
Haran lefr Richmond for Bytown, the Richmond Settlement was 
looked after by the priests of Bytown. Huntley, vjsjted in 1823 by 
Faiher McNarnara, was later under the Bytown priests and it iç 
possible that these missionaries also had Pakenham Township undei 
their care. 

Meauwhile the mission at Perth was prospenng under Father 
MacDonald's leadership and in 1825 he was able to report that ''la 
mission misérable d e  Perth" was now a well-established parish and 
lacked nothiag. The foUowing year saw a major change ja the 
organization of the Cburch; Upper Canada was raised to a diocese, 
with Kingston as Sec and Father MacDonell as Bishop. 

In 1836 the Reverend Terence Smith was named missionary to 
Richmond and in the next year he was aven supervision over the 
Huntley mission. Father Smith visited Pakenham also. Unfortun- 
ntely few records have been presemed conceming the mission of 
Pakenbam and little is known of its early years. Certain it is, 
bowever, that the Roman Catbolic missionaries jn the township 
faced the privations and hardships common to raw, sparsely settled 
communities, saying mass in lumber camps and in coId, draughty 
shops and homes, and depending upon the faithful for hospitality. 
Among the families to whom they rninistered in Pakenham Town- 
ship in the 1830's were a number of Robinson's settters, and the 
DoyIes. and Nugents. 

Pakenham who attended the Ramsay church were Mr. and Mrs. 
Allm Carswell, Mr. and Mrs. James Comery, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Comery, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Dickson, Mt. and Mrs. Samuel 
Dickson, James Fleming, Robert Fleming, Sr., Robert Fîeming, 
Sr., John Harvie, Mrs. Alexander Lindsay, Alexander McVicar, 
WiUiam McVicar, Mrs. Moffat, Mrs. Peter Russell, Mt. and Mrs. 
Walter Wood, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wbyte. 

The Presbyterians of Pakenham Townshp rernained members 

i 

of the Ramsay Auld Kirk congregation until the end of the decade. 



ENLARGGVG HORIZONS 

1 : The Ifalley in the 1820's and 1830's 
During the 6rst fifteen years of setdement in Pakenham Town- 

ship important changes were taking place in the District of Bathurst 
and in rhe Ottawa Valley generally. Ln 1820 the f int  election' of 
a representatjve from the Batburst District to the provincial Parlia- 
ment was held and William Morris, a merchant of Perth, was 
chosen. It has been suggested that in new districts settlers often 
nedected for years to pay the necessary fee for land patents, even 
though they had completed the settling duties and clemd the land. 
But if a particularly interesting general election were in the ofiag 
for weeks beforehand the land oajce would be besieged by settlerç 
eager to hold bona fide deed of freehold property so that they might 
exercise their franchise. William Bell, writing of the pending elec- 
tion of 1820, notes that: "The deeds, of thosc who have been three 
years and upwards upon their land, wjll be issued in a short time. 
Soon after which, we shall a i l  have the prjvjlege of electing a 
member to represent us in the provincial Pa~l iamtn t . "~  

Mr. BeiJ continues with an jnteresting account of the electioa 
itself. At ten o'clock on July 10, 1820: MI. Matheson, the rerurn- 
ing officer, was escorted to the "hustings" where a large crowd was 
gathered. The meeting began somewhat unceremoniously when the 
too-heaviiy-laden Boor gave way. No one was hurt, carpenters 
quickly repaired the damage, and the meeting went on. Mr. Mathe- 
son read the "writ" and four candidates were proposed. In tbe 
speeches that foiiowed two declined to enter the contest, leaving 
WiUiam Morris and Benjamin Delisle to oppose each other. Voting 
in these days na, of course, done publicly and it might continue 
for six days. The vote in this 5rçt election was a simple matter. 
Those of the Freeholders who were in favour of Mr. Morris urere 
asked IO move to the right, those ior Mr. Delisle to the left. The 
great majority took the rjght and Mr. Morris was declared success- 
ful. However Mr. Delide was not satisfied and asked for a pou, but 
by the second day of voting Mr. Morris had a substantial lead and 
Mr. Delisle ~vithdrew. The elec~ion was not entirely without excire- 
ment. Plenry of Lquor, several battles, a procession through the 
streets, a private dinner for Mr. Morris and some of his friends, 
and an evening of eniertairunent enlivened the event. 

In the ensuing years, during which MI. Morris continued ro 
represent the District, demand for reform in finantial matters, in 
the disposition of lands, and in govenunent itself was growing. 
Tbe reform partyS had found strong champions-huis Joseph 
Papineau (among whose followers was Dr. Wolfred Nelson) in 
h w e r  Canada, and William Lyon Mackenzie in Upper Canada. 
M e n ,  in 1832, Batburst Distrjcr was entitled to a second member, 
the struggle between the old guard and the reformers at the election 
beginning on Monday, March 5 ,  was a bitter one and the excite 
ment intense. "The candidates," says Mr. Bell," were Capt. McMil- 
lm, whom Mr. Morris was attemptïng to take in, as another self, 
to assist him to d e  over the settlement with arbitrary sway; and 
Mr. Fraser, who had proposed himself in frolic, but whom the 
majority willingly supported, from opposition to Mr. Monis' domi- 
nant view~."~ 

Mr. Bell's comments on tbe election scene are amusing: 
"At this time sleighs loaded wirh both men and women were corning 
in on ali bands, when Malcolm Cameron's horses. . . took fright and 
ran off with the sleigh, and after throwing out the passengers galloped 
dong the crowded sueet, the people clearing off, at both sides. . . . 
Their cries, and endeavours to stop the horses, only made tbem gallop 
the faster. . . . When rhey came to the stone bridge, where there was 
a small turn, one of rbem was, along with the sleigh, throwa over 
into the creek. . . . 
"The owner, in pawing me, observed lhat there was very litde damage 
after all, but the 105s of the tongue. 
"1 told hirn tbat the los  of a tongue was no trifling afEair at any 
tirne, but at an election, when toogues were so much in request, and 
so busily employed, it was a very serious misfortune. . . ."5 

When the electioa formaljties were concluded, the candidates 
addessed the gathering, wit h varying degrees of success. 

"Captain McMillan was ~ h e  fjrst, and tbough he had ben Iearning 
his speech for weeks before, yet be had just commenced when be 
sruck fast. . . . 
"Mr. Fraser spoke in a low tone, but very sensibly, and was cbeered 
by Ule mulritude. 
"Mr. Tully declaimeci on the subject of grievances, and thrcshed the 
ofiicials. 
"Mr. Shipman - . . abused Mr. Morris, and shook his great k t  at 
him. 
"MI. Morris got up and made a speech, but as usual it was al1 about 
himself; but he could no1 get i l  finished, for an old fellow attacked 
him in the most abusive rnmner. . . ."6 



Mr. Beli had a particular interest in the ektjon, as he later 
confessed, and ir  is not difijcult from his description of the speeches 
to pick his candidate. 

Mr. Tully and Mr. Shipman withdrew from the contest leavjng 
Mr. Fraser to oppose Mr. McMillan. During the firsr day's voting 
Mr. McMillan was in the lead, and but for the encouragement of his 
friends Mr. Fraser would bave withdrawn also. Then the struggle 
began in earnest. "30th parties ki the evening sent out sleighs, in 
all duections, to bring in voters, and the aight was as busily em- 
ployed as the day had been."; During the next day Mr. Beii was 
busy visiting in the country. "The snow was deep and took my 
horse to the beUy . . . ."" he says, thus provjdjng an eloquent 
comment on the staie of the roads in election week 1832. When 
he returned at night be found that Mr. Fraser was in the lead and 
ths position he kept until the morning of the sixth day, when 
Captain McMillaa gave up the contest. "Preparations were instantly 
made for rbe chairing, and at ten it began. The crowd was numerous, 
and geatly elated wjth their victory. At the doors of Mr. Fraser's 
principal supporters, tbe procession stopped and gave three cheers."O 

"Their defeat was complete . . . ." says Mr. Bell. "If aoy one 
ask why I felr any interest in their overlhrow, it will be suficient 
to teU him, that ir was this faction that had exerted all theu influence 
to min my congregaiion."lo 

Tlie election had greatly monified Mr. Morris, who had expected 
to have Capt, McMillan as his coileague in Bathurst. However, be 
found that aii rhe deeds on which Mr. Fraser had qualified had not 
been taken out sir months before the election. On this technicaiity 
the House of Assembly by a small majority declared the return 
vojd and ordered a new election. Tbis began on January 2, 1833, 
with Dr. Reade in the field against Mr. Fraser. "Though there was 
no prospect of Dr. Reade succeeding," says Mr. Beli, "yet he and 
his friends were foolish enough io demand a poll. While this was 
going on in tbe afternoon, several battles took place arnong the 
Irishmen, of whom a great number were prescrit; and more than 
one got dreadfully beaten."" After two day's voting Dr. Reade 
gave up, Mr. Fraser was again chaired "in grand style" and later 
took his seat in the House of Assembly. 

Such were the early elections. mat in 1836 was also ch.arac- 
ierized by baliles. "There was however," comrnents Mr. Bell, "less 
violence than had been expected at Perth; but at Richmond such 
was the violence of parties lha t  one man was kiUed, and several 
severely hurt."'? 

In tkiese. years si@canr changes were being made in traaç- 
portation systems. Water routes were beiog opened up in the 
Ottawa and St. Lawrence valleys and steamboat service extended. 
The Rideau Canal, linking Bytom and Kingston, was completed 
in 1832. The Bmhurst Courier in 1834 had, however, scant praise 
for iis services. "We hope, before another season opens we shail 
have boats expressly for passeagers as the system of towing baxges 
has rendered traveiling on the Ftideau, the most perfect humbug 
imaginable . . . ." States the Courier blunQy. "UnIess something is 
done not only to facilitate the passage; but &O to add to the 
comfort and convenience of passengers, and to establish certain 
hours of arriva1 and departure at Kingston, Bytown, and all inter- 
mediate places. . . . I t  can never be expected that any one will go 
that way who can possibly avoid it. . . ."la Nevertbeless, in spite 
of its imperfections the Canal did open up charnels of commerce 
between Pakenham MiUs and the important centres linked by the 
Canal-Kingston, Toronto, Bytown, and Montreal. Goods for the 
stores at the M a s  came in by boat to Smith's Falls and were hauled 
from there. Teams took out two barrels of potash and brought back 
a load of goods. 

There were changes, too, on the Ottawa River. When the 
Laud of McNab brought his settlers into McNab Township, he had 
complained that there was no transportation on the Ottawa beyond 
Hull. This was remedied, however, whea the Lady Colbonze begm 
plying between Aylmer and Chats Fallç. Later, in 1&37,14 the 
service was exiended up river when the George Buchanan, named 
for the lurubcmian who with his brother Andrew established an 
extensive sawrmlling busjness15 at Arnpriox in tbe early thirtjes, 
began regular trips bctween the hcad of Chats FaUs and Ponage 
du Fort. The Lady Colbortie and the George Buchanan endeav- 
oured to maintain schedules that wodd permit quick passage from 
Aylmer up the Ottawa. M e n  the Lady Colbome anived at  tbe 
foot of the Chats, passengers and freight were conveyed as swiftly 
as possible to the steamboat landing at the head of the Faiis so 
that they might connect wiih the George Buchanan. 

The need for improved tramprtatjon on the Ottawa in the 
thirties was urgent. Not only was the lurnber trade on the increase 
up the great river, but three newly surveyed townships, Ross, 
Pembroke, and Westrneath, were now open for settlement. In the 
Brockville Recorder of September 20, 1 832, the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands Ofice at York gave notice that indigent settlers 



proceeding up the Ortawa mipht obrajn lands in these new t o m -  
ships on condition of aauai  resjdence. The l ems  were somewhat 
Meren t  from those offered in earlier years in the Districî of Bath- 
urst. Fhy acres were to be aiiotled to each head of a family, for 
the sum of five shilliogs per acre-"the h t  payment of Three 
Pounds Two Shillings and Ski pence to be made ar the expiration 
of three years from the date of tbe Location, and the remainder 
in three years, by Aanual Instalments of Three Pounds Two Shil- 
lings md Six pence each, witb Jnterest, to commence hom the 
expiration of three years." 

The Governent &O undertook to build a smaii log house on 
each lot for the temporary accommodation of the settlers-a course 
that Peter Robinson had found wise in serthg his insh emigrants 
almost ten yearç before. The Goverment in this case did not, 
however, advance provisions or utensils; settlers were to be entirely 
responsible for bringing the lands under cultivarion. A govern- 
ment agent was to be stationed at Bytown to show incoming settlers 
a plan of the lots open for location and pive them whatever infor- 
mation they d g h t  require. Settlers with means could buy lots by 
Public Auction at Bytown; the  price waç five shillings an acre, the 
quality of the land uncertain. 

Agriculture, in thjs period, was assuming a new importance. 
ln  1834 the Bathurst Agricultural Society,I6 estabfished in 1832, 
aras offering premiums for a cornpetition to be held at Bytown. A 
surprising variety of farm products were included-stalljons, mares, 
saddle horses, foals, draught horses, yokes of oxen, milch cows, 
bulls, colts, steers, fatted oxen, fatred cows, fatted sheep, fatred 
hop, r u ,  ewes, b a r s ,  sows, spririg wheat, fa11 wheat, oats, barley, 
"pease," corn, carrots, parsnips, tumips, onions, cabbage, mangels, 
melons, "timothyâeed," onion secd, cheese, butter, woollen cloth, 
Ilamel, linen-a far cry from the corn, potatoes, and one cow avail- 
able to Robinson's settlers only tea years before. Agricultural 
products, of course, found a ready market ia. the lumber camps. 
So gxeat was the importance of lumbering to the econorny that the 
Balhursi Courier commented of tlzis period: "When the Lumber 
Trade ceases in this quader, the Bathurst District wïil lose irs main 
support-its prosperity will diminish. The trade now affords a 
ready market for Our surplus produce, and employrnent to many, 
during the time which intenienes between the season for the pursuits 
of 

On tbe Ortaula and its tributaries timber was on the rnove. 
Where the gohg was smooth, crude sails helped tbe rafrs across 
the open stretches of watex-aided by the oars of the raftsrnen; at 
the various falls, timber siides faciiitated passage of the cnbs. Ln 
winter, streams of dei& moved up the rivers over the joe, laden 
with flour, pork, hay, and oats to feed the hosts of men, hones, 
and oxen engaged in taking out timber. A hiat of the huge quan- 
tities of agricultural products used by the camps is given in an 
advertjsement of a Smith's Falls merchant in 1835 who was oEering 
"two thousand bushels Oats and two hundred bmds  Fiower [sic] 
to be delivered at any place on the Ottawa River during the remain- 
ing  inter."^^ 

Another item in the Courier in the foUowing year gives an indi- 
cation of changîng trends in lumbering in rhe older parts of the 
District, and the diEculties to be overcome in the more remote 
sections : 

"Our streets are, as usual in the spring, crowdcd with tbis article, 
principally Oak. The quaotity in this place, however, on the whole, 

1 will be about one-fourth of the quantity of 1s t  year-and we think, 

1 will not exceed 1000 pieces, there will be very liirle got out on the 
Canal below Lhis. And above tbis, a quan~ity of White Pine say 200 
picces of excelleni quality, the greater part of which will go out by 
Kingston;-vcry little Oak. lt was e~pected a gTeater quantity would 
have been made-bu1 several who inteoded to make this winter have 
tumed their attention to Deal and Boards, for the Amencan market. 

"We can only speak from report, as to the qumtity of Lumber 
in our back country. It is said there will be 2000 pieces of Oak on 
tbe Mississippi, 200 of Wbite Pine, and 100 of Red. There is a 

1 greater quaotity thaa usual on the Madawaska, if it  cm be got down 
1 --of which thew is little doubt, if the high falls10 be impxoved;- 

rhey are now in progress.'"O 

Not ody timber, but potash was moviug out of tbe country in 
quantity-sometimes on rafts of t h b e r  going clown to Quebec, 
sometirnes on bargesb The Courier notes that "The 'Francis of 
Montreal' one of the Forwarding Company's barges, started irom 
here [Perth] yesterday momiog, laden with 220 bbls. of Potash 

\ for the Montreal Market, ijom the firm of W. 8: J. Beii of this 
place and John Hill, Lanark."'l 

Most of the District was achieving a mcasure of prospenty, but 
the= were exceptions. Settlers on the Shield lands were continuing 
their disheartcning struggie; and in McNab Township the Laird's 



clansmen were becoming increasingiy restive .under the heavy 
burden of theü debt to the Chief. A. W. McDonneLl reporting o n  
tbe condition of the McNab settiers, at the request of Peter Robin- 
son, noted in 1830: 

"Tbe senlers 1 fo'ound generally less cornfortable and by no means 
as far advanced in their Improvements as tbose 1 have sma setlled 
more recently in other Townships, this X atUibu~ in great measure 
to the very inferior quality of tbe Soil,-such of the Settlers as 
emigrared from Sotland with the intenlion of settling in McNab, 
wmplain much of the terms of Lbeir agreement enrered inio with 
their Chier in that country, previous to their ernbarkation for Canada, 
which rerms in thcir present circumsrances they seem to tbink jt 

impossible they can comply with, as tiieir fams  do no1 produce more 
than a sufficien1 supply for the wants of tbeir families-With very 
few exceptions the Setrlers were not proceeding with tbeir clearings, 
as 1 understood £rom the idea b a t  increasing them added to their 
annuai renlVz2 

2 : Andrew Dickson and Pakenhanr Mills 
Other settlers in Pakenham Township probabiy fared better 

than those on the Shield. Many had started in much superior 
financiai circumstances; those near the Mississippi River had the 
advantage of easier access ta the older settlements near the Front 
and to the Ottawa River. la 1826,' and subsequently, a number 
secured the first land patents issued since 1823, but many were 
absentee land owners. Ln April, 1826, Charles Henry Sache recejved 
a patent for the S. W. M Lot 5, Concession 9; and in May Chris- 
topher Bell, a lieutenant in the Royal Navy, uras granted patents 
covering the S .  W. and N. E. halves of Lot 7,  Concession 10; the 
S. W. halves of Lots 12 and 13, Concession 1 1; and the N.E. 'LI 
i o t  12, Concession 1 1. In September the Reverend Michael Harris 
received patents covering 500 acres. ln fis holdings was part of 
h t  15,  Concession 12, not far from Harvey's rnills; ten years later 
he was granted a patent on the remainder of the lot. In 1827 Jonas 
Jones, of Brockville, "Capt. cornrnandjng a flank Company during 

Pari of the h'epean sandsione ouicrop laid down in thc firsr invasion of the 
sea beiween 450  and 550 million years ago. Ir l ies  along the Mississippi River 
south of PaLenham \'illape. 

the Iate War" was granted a patent covering 800 acres; and in the 1 Limesione quarry (known as 1-cray beds) near thc Stone bridge ai Palenham 
same year Josias Taylor, of Perth, "Capiain in the Canadian Reg- Village. These beds were laid down in ilie ihird invasion of ihe sea and are 

more than 300 million ycars old. ment employed in cutting a road through the Wilderness in the 
communication to Penetanguisbene" was given a patent for 700 
acres. In 1828 Barnard, Brian, and Micliael Muliigan were issued 



Fossils from the Leray beds in Pakenhiim Toujnship. more ihan 300 million 
years old. These beds abound in corals. bryozoa, cephalopods. and ostracods. 
The forms shown are (left) a coral and {tighr) a cephalopod. 

Pari  of the skeleion of a Whiic Whalc or Belura loilnd in Se~lcmber 1906 
during welldigging operations on thc farm OC ihc laie ~ a i r i c h ' ~ a n n o n .  Lor 
2 1. Concession I 1 .  Palenham Township. This  whalc inhzhiied ihe Champlain 
Sca 30 Io 40 thousand years ago. Courresy Mr. and Mrs: J.  A .  Herrick. 
PaLenham. 

Upprr: Sniooih. roundrd Cnohs of loch in ihe PaLenliarn hills worn down 
hy glaciers. 

Lower: Field3 of smooih houlders h r  front slrenrns rire furiher cvidense of 
ihc gl;tciers' passing. Thcsc werc ciirried hy rhr ice and droppsd 
when ii nielied. 



- 
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PROJECTILE POINTS OF THE ARCH AIC PEOPLE3 (2500 to 1000 B.C.) 
Lc f i :  A 4-inch section o f  a bayonei chat probably rncasured from 12 IO 
16 inches, made of ground brown slaie. Cenire: A $-inch spear poini of 
banded Huronian slare. Couriesy Carswcll Russell. Pakenham. Righi: A 
quarter-notched darr hcad of flinl. 3 inches long. Couriesy R. M. Boal, 
Paken ham. 

ARTIFACTS USED BY IROQUOIS A N D  ALGONQUIN LNDIANS. i ALONG THE WATEKWAI'S 1N PAKENHAM TOWNSHIP. Uppcr lefi: 

(These might have been uscd by the Archaic peoples also.) Leli: An adze. 
3 inches long. Centre: A 5-inch seciion of  an axc.  Found near rhe old 
fording place in Pakenharn Village. Courlesy M. F. Gillan. Palenham. 
Righi:  A bi-iacially Aaked knife blade of quariziie. 4 I k  inches long. 
Couriesy Carswcll Russell. 

Waba Creel;. Uppcr right: Ross Rapids (,Firsi Chuie)  on lndian Creeli. 
Ccnirr :  Liri le Fal ls  ar PaLcnliam Village. I-ower Ieft : White L a k e  lookinp 
[rom the Bellamy Road. Lowcr righi: The Madawaska in  the north corner 
o f  Pakcnharn Township. 



TOWNSHIP O F F l C l A L S  OF THE 1870's and 1840's. Upper Icft: David 
Ogilrty. chairman of the School Commis.iioners in 1842. Coiiriesy Miss Lillian 
Hilliard and h,lrs. R. L. Roberison. Toronio. Upper riçhi: Young Scoii who 
scrved for niany years as Kccvc or Councillor. Coiiriesy hliss Gretü Scorr. 
Pakenhiim. Loufcr lefr: Jaiiics Connery. Sr.. and blrs. Connery. Lower right: 
Jameh Connery. Jr. The  Connerys-father and son-held ihe oficc of Town- 
ship Clcrh. PaLcnhiini. for 7 5  conwcurive ycars. 1839 io 1914. Couriesy 
Connery iai~iil!,. P8lenh;im. 

Andrew Diclson. mcrclianr and lumberman, who sold the firsi lors in 
Pakenham Village. M a n y  of rhe sireets arc named for members of his family. 
Couricsy Mrs, J .  L .  P. McLaren. Willowdale and Rideau Ferry. 

Left: H'illiam Dickson. O C  ihc firm Hiiiiard and Dickson. only son o f  Andrew 
Dickson. Righr: Thomas Macquecn. stoncmason. poet and lecturer. Couriesy 
L. K. Brown, Otiawa. 



FOUR SONS-IN-LAW OF ANDKEW DICKSON. Upper lef i :  John Sweei- 
land, one of Pakenharn's early dociors. Docior  Sweeiland lef l  P a h n h a m  i o  
practice in Byrown and laier becüme Shcrifi of Carleron Couniy. Upper 
r iphi :  Robc1.l Lees. aitorney-at-law in PaLenham i n  185 1. Lou,i.er Icfi: Robcrt 
Brown who csrablished a gencriil siore in  Pakenham tl iai is srill in operation 
aller m o r t  [han a ceniury. Lou~cr r iphi :  Daniel I l i l l iard.  merchani and 
lumberm.?n. of ihe firm Hi l l iard and Dickson. H i l l ia rd  phoiograph courtesy 
A.liss Li l l ian H i l l ia rd  and Mrs. R. L. Roberison, Toronio. Orhers couriesy 
L. R. Brown. Oirawa. 

The Auld K i r h  on ihe Eighih Line of Ramsay Township 
was attrnded by the Presbyterians of Pahenham prior ta 
the building of the first Presbyterian Church in Pahenham 
Village. 

The lirsr Meihodisi Cl iurch i n  Pakenharn \{illagc was 3 commodious frarne 
struciiirc. b l i i l t  i n  18.1 1 or 1842. Coiir iesy MF. and Mrs. J .  P. Crovcs. 
Pakcnham. 
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Faim homc of Daniel 
Hilli3rd. O C  ihe firm 

I-lilliard and Dickson. 
souih o i  Palcnhüm 

Village. 

,ii 1 Farm home built by 
Arihur hlcArthur. east .v- side ol the river. over- 

L 
- --., I Ipol!n! the bay below 

Siore and dwelling 
builr by Roberr Brown 

on Graham Street. 

on rhe hill above ihe 
bridge. 

-- 



A later viciv of ihe bridge area. wilh the carding miIl in the lefi foreground. 
Hilliard and Diclison office a i  the end of the bridge. and "Breezy Heighis" 
home of William Diclson jus1 visible in rhe upper riphi corner. Couriesy 
L. R. Brown. Otiawa. 

patents for 50-acre lots; and in 1829 Charles Leary received his 
for a similar lot. Robert F. Ormsby and Samuel Needham received 
their patents for 168 and 100 acres in 1830. 

In the early 1830's there were many changes in ownership of 
the lots around Little Falls. In Marcb, 183 1, when Robert Hwey 
was granted his patent for the diçputed W. lh Lot 2 2, Concession 
12, he also obtained patent fox the E.lh Lot 1 1, Concession 1 1 ; 
and the S.E. '/4 Lot 12, Concession 11. In January, 1832, Jean 
[or Jme] Manhart secured patents on 200 acres near the falls 
induding the N.W.% Lat 1 1, Concession 1 1 ; and Lat 1 1, Conces- 
sion 12. Three years later Owen Quinn was granted patent for the 
E. parts of Lots 12 and 13, Concession 12. These were the people 
who occupied the lands around Little Falls wbea Andrew Dickson 
came to the township. 

According to H a y d ~ n , ~  Andrew Dickson carne into the District 
by way of the Pertb setliement. He located in Fitvoy Township in 
1824 and eaxly showed himseif an energetic and able citizen. No 
donbt Dickson had for years been aware of the potcntial value of 
Harvey's mj3k and his location on the Mississippi River in the rnidst 
of white pine country. He may even have had a vision of the settle- 
ment that was to grow up around the falls; certainIy he vi~orously 
pressed for possession of all of Lot 11, Concession 11, site of part 
of the future village. 

Djckson made his k s t  purchase in May, 183 1, ivlien he secured 
the E.M b t  11, Concession 1 1, includmg Harvey's m d s  at the 
fds. In the following year he bought the N.W. Y4 Lot 1 1, Conces- 
sion 11, from Jean and George Manhart. D i cha .  had thoughr that 
his purchase from Harvey included the S.W.'/s Lot 1 1, Concession 
11, but he soon discovered his mistake and applied to the Honour- 
able Peter Robinson, then Cammissioner of Crown Lands, to 
purchase this quarter lot, pointing out that this bit of land adjoining 
hjs milis was "of poor quality being scarcely anything but rock, d 
would be of little use to any person but myself."8 Peter Robinson 
passed the application to the Surveyor General for a report and the 
latter noted that "The South West Quarter of Lot No. 11 in the 
1 Ith Concession of the Township of Pakenham, adjoining the Mills 
formerly possessed by Mr. Hacvey and caUed the Pakenham Miils 
appears to be vacant md contains 50 acres including the waters 
of the Mississippi River passing thro the same."' 

The application was not, however, acted upon and in January, 
1836, Dickson addressed a perition to His Excelleacy Sir Jolin 
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bis siore. The store was also the geueral meeting place; here gossip 
was exchanged, news from rhe Front received, and tbe latest poli- 
tical developments discussed. Notices of importance might be 
posted there, as indicated by the Courier of April, 1839: "Tenders 
wilt be received on Saturday the 1 I th May next, at 2 o'clock, P.M., 
at the Schoolhouse, Pakenham Mills, for the erection of a Stone 
or Frame Church, when the corni t tee may decide whjch estimate 
to accept. Any person applying at A. Dicksoa's a d  see a plan and 
specScations of the work to be done. Good security will be re- 
quired for the performance of the contract-payrnent as the work 
pr~gresses."~~ 

In I830ls the Laird of McNab noted tbat the neatest Post 
Office to Kinneil Lodge was at Perth but by 1832 postal service 

I 
came to Pakenham Miils and Audrew Dickson was made post- 
master.14 Prior to t h s  event delivery of mail to Pakeaham Town- 
ship presented the usual problems. Roads were ohen impassable, 
post offices widely separated, and settlers' visits ro postai centres 
jnfrequent. At Perth the replar post office hours ufere from nine 
to five on week days, but on Sundays, for the accommodation of 
country people, the posi ofice was nt one period open from nine 
to eleven and from half-past one to half-pas1 two.15 To furtber 
facililate de!iveq, centres such as Perth and Bytown published lists 
of the names of those for whom they were holding letfers. Even 
this did not ensure that letters reached their destinations. Mrs. 
Jarneson reports tbat "Tbe poor emigrants who have not been I.ong 
£rom the old country, round whose hearts tender remembrances of 
parents and home, and home friends, yet c b g  in al1 the strength 
of fresh regret and uasubdued longing, sornetimes present tliem- 
seives ai the post-ofices, and on 6nding that their letters cost thtee 
shiUing and four pence, or perhaps five or six sbdihgs, turn away 
i n  de~pair."'~ 

In 1835 ei&t postmasters in Upper Canada received saiaries 
of £50 or more; Josias Taylor of the Perth post office was one of 
tliese. The 93 others, including Andrew Dicbon at Pakenham 
Mills, received as salary a commission of 20 pet cent on the net 
postage collected by them and an allowance to cover ihe cost of 
such sundries as advertising, mail bags, and allowances Io letfer 
carriers.17 

There was no scarcity of liquor in the 1830's. In addition to 
Mr. Dickson, James Russell also held a liquor License as, of course, 
did the two innkeepers. William McFarlane and William McAdam.lS 

The ealy  McFarlane inn, exact locarion unknown, uras operared 
under the name of William McFarlane untjl 1838 when lsabella 
McFarlane took over. For years afterward i t  was widely howa as 
the Widow McFarlane's. ln thiç period tbe viliage extended along 
the est side of the river below the bridge, aud on the W e s t  side h m  
south of the bridge along the Bay and up the hW to the site of  the 
Anghcan church. At the end of tbe Bay, between the road and the 
river, the Carswell bouse "Hill Head" overlooked the falls. Beyond 
was William McAdam's, and the Anglican church on property 
donated by him. 

The first school, built in the latter part of tbe 1830's, probably 
stood near the west end of the bridge that s p m e d  the river above 
the falis. For years il served as a bouse of worship for vjsiting 
missionaries and as a meeting place for settlers of the township. 
The school was likely of log ,  with the furnishings fresh from Mr. 
Dickson's sawnill. One such early scho01~~ bad auger holes bored 
jn the wails and i n  these long wooden pins were insened. Boards 
placed on these pins served as desks. Tbe seats were slabs from 
the s a w d  with wooden pegs for legs. The scholars, particularly 
those who had school books, sat on tbese facing the wall. lnside 
rhis circle were smaiier benches for the younger scholars. The 
rough seats were said to have one advantage; the splinters kept the 
younger pupils from faliing off. in another early school the lessons 
were taught from shingles; each arithmetic sum was written on the 
shiogle. 

Teacherç might either be paid a stated salary and live around 
arnong the setiiers or be allowed a set rate for each scholar. A 
schooljng in the cornmon schools of the day was available ody to 
those who could afford it. Among the more important duties of rhe 
teacher was that of keeping the fire in the huge fireplace bl*g; 
this was no light task when the materials for fire building were 
fijnt and steel, pudi ,  and green wood. Altbough teachers in many 
districts were incompetent and more concemed with "wieldiag the 
birch" tban wjth the inrellectual progress of their pupds, the teachers 
in Pakenbarn Township seem to have been of a hi& calibre. Even 
in 1838 they were much concerned with the state of education, arid 
were holding meetings and drawing up resolutions in the hope of 
improving the schod sy~tern.~O 

Around the log homes and shops along tlie muddy village road 
were the log-enclosed clearings; one section of the log fence was 
equipped with "bars," usually small saplings, that could be readily 



taken d o m  and replaced as one passed îhrough. Bebind each 
house was the inevitable outhouse and the stable for the cow that 
nearly every housebolder found a necessity. The cows pastured in 
the clearings or dong tbe roads and were herded home by s m d  
boys for the evening milking. Candles pusbed back rhe darlcness 
in the homes of the more muent;  but in many houses the f re  that 
blazed constantly upon the hearth provided the only light. In such 
homes the shadowy corners of the bouse were the pedect setting 
for the "scaq" games of the youngçters in the long winter evenings. 

Life, with few exceptions, revolved within the smaiJ circle of 
the home; only an occasjonai religious gathering, election, raisin' 
bee, quilting, or dance relieved the monotony of the pjoneer wife's 
more arduous duties of providing ber family with food aad clothing. 
For rhe country woman, there was the rare visit to Pakenharn MiUs, 
a journey made on foot with a basket of eggs for barter at the store. 
Or, the more fortunate woman might travel on horseback with the 
basket slung over the saddle horn. The Ljzars describe such a 
joumey over the roads of the day: "The way led over causeways 
formed of tree-tmnks, from nine inches to two feet ia. diameter, 
where the moist swampy places demanded such. The log were 
not square nor flatteaed, nor even straight; sometirnes ço far apart 
were they that any four-footed beast was in danger of broken limbs. 
But Canadian quadnipeds were early accustomed to dmce on beech 
and maple, so that ere they reached their second year they were 
expert log-walker~. '~~  

By the middle of the decade Pakenham Milis was the hub from 
which the township roads ~ a d i a t e d . ~ ~  From the west side of the 
bridge over the Mississippi, one road ran south to Ramsay Town- 
ship and Snedden's, for many y e m  a favourite stopping place on 
the ninth line. On the Mississippi, nearby, Alexander Snedden and 
Stephen Young, and later Alexander Snedden2$ done, operated a 
gristmilf and saarrnill at what Wiiiiam Marsliali had designated 
Norway Pine Falls. From Snedden's, the road is said to have 
crossed to Bennie's corners, then along the  eighth line past tfie 
miU on the Indiaa River* to the t m e r y  Ml and either straight on 
ro Carleton Place or lefi to Almonte. miis seerns reasonable, for 
the deep gulleys on the ninth line between Snedden's and Almonte 
wouid be a f o d d a b l e  obstacle to early road building and a hard 
haul for the heavy loads that had to be transponed with teams and 
wagons. 

*The srream referred io here is in Ramsay Tomship. 

From the west side of the river, one road went northwest from 
:! Pakenham Mills toward White Lake, througb the setîiement estab- 

lished by Robinson's people. Another went north toward McNab 
Township to serve the settlers in that area; and from bis  road a 
fork branched noaheast not far from tbe Mills and led to Arnprior, 
home of the Lakd of McNab. The settiers in north Palçenham 
made Pakenham Mills their centre, as did the McNab çettlerç in 
years when the closest ~ s t m i l l  was at Litiie Falls. Settiers in 
FitPoy Township wbo were close to the border of Pakenham &O 

traded at the Milis in the 1830's and for many years thereafter. 
They were served by a road that crossed the Mississippi by Andrew 
Dickson's mills and proceeded up Owen McCarthy's hill above 
the Bay. This road led, eventually, to Bytown on the one hand 
and on the other to Fitvoy Harbour where, after the death of 
Andrew Buchanaa and the failure of the fira at Arnprior, George 
Buchanan was operating slides at the Cbats Falls. S U  another 
road ran dong the east sjde of the river, southward through the 
area settled by tbe Timmons and Needham families, to Almonte. 

In tbe closing years of the decade, on Sundays, and parficularly 
on the Quarterly Meethg Sundays of the Methodits and Presby- 
terians, many of the settlers might be seen trudging along these 
roads. In their joumeys to the various meeting houses, most of 
them passed through Pakenham MU. Early on Sabbath moraings, 
h m  the nortbern section of the township, came the MacVicars, 
the Russell family, and the Scotis-past the Anghcan church, the 
tiny cemetery, and William McAdam's. Acquinag additional 
aumbers at the CarsweU houe overlooking the falls, they descended 
the h a ,  passed the scboolhouse and proceeded dong the road by 
the river on their way to the Methodiçt cbapel and the Auld Kirk 
on tbe eighth line of Ramsay. la the south end of the township 
they were joined by tbe Dicksons and the Comerys. From east of 
the Mississippi came the Neediiam and Timmons families, follow- 
ing the road that wound d o w  the hiJi and through the stacks of 
lumber and gleamiag sawdust piles where Dickson's m a s  lay in 
Sabbath silence. And from the White Lake mad on the west side 
of the river came the Greens and the  Steens, also bound for the 
Anglican church on the twelfth line. 

Mr. Dickson, himself, may have joined the travellers, but he 
may have been one of the pnvileged few to set out later on horse- 

I àack and overtake the less fortunate as they neared the Auld XCirk. 



For Mr. Dickson was ~ m g n i z e d  as a man of substance and a leader 
in the community. Owner of the mas and store, postmaster, and 
lumbeman, he was ,dso made a Commissioner of the Court of 
Requests in 1 833.24 His status ia the community is attested by the 
stature of his brotber Commissioners in the Bathurst District and 
the surrounding area-WLLliam Monis, Charles H. Sache, George 
T. Burke, Hamnett Pmbey, Archibald McNab, and George and 
Andrew Buchanan. 

But Andrew Dicksoa. was not only a pubiic figure; be was a 
family man as weil. As such he sbared the problerns and griefs that 
were the cornmon lot, for though bis activities at the f d s  brought 
him wedth and position, they brought him sorrow, too. The Courier 
of May 18, 1838, tells a tovching story: "On Friday last, a fine 
young chdd about three years of age belonging to A. Dixon, Esq., 
of Pakenham Milis, on the river Mississippi, happening to wander 
from the door unfortunately feU into the timber sljde and was 
d r ~ w n e d . " ~ ~  

And in îbe same issue of the Courier a second item t e k  an even 
sadder story: ''We are informed that during the interval which hier- 
vened between the drowning and burial of a child of A. Dickson, 
Esq., Pakenham . . . that another child of the unfortunate parents 
was brought in haviag met wjtb a similar fate, both were put h t o  
the same c o f i  and interred in the one grave." 

The small, twin stones s t 3 l  stand in the cemetery on the hiiltop 
above the river and the falls where tbe two Little girls were drowned 
in the spring of 1838. 

Important as Mr. Dickson's activities were, the most si&cant 
changes h the 1830's were the corning of the tradesmen, and the 
introduction of municipal govemment. In October, 1 832, Jean 
and George Manhart had sold Lot 1 1, Concession 12, immediately 
to the east of Dickson's mills, to Owen McCarthy, a joiner. No 
doubt iiis proximity to the mills worked to the advantage of botli 
himself and MI. Dickson. Blacksmiths, coopers, shoemakers, car- 
penters, and saddlers-all of whom were to play a significant role 
in the growhg village-were also coming into the township. During 
the thkties, more than sixty settlers received their land patents. 
Among these were such familiar township n m e s  as Connery, Ellis, 
Dixon, Lowe, Moreton, Ritchie, and Shaw. It was the settlers who 
became freebolders in the k s t  half of the decade wlio made possible 
the second great change of the 30's-the introducrion of municipal 
gover ment .  

3: The Birth of Municipal Government 
Zn 1 835, the nfih yeax of the reign of William IV, several acts 

governing touaship affairs were reduced to one Act.' Amongst 
other things this Act provided tbat in newly se tue .  townships, as 
soon as there were 30 inhabitant bouseholders and freeholders, 
township meetings might be held for the appointment of perçons to 
senie the dinerent offices. Wbere no township meeting had been 
beld previously, the d e s  for calling the meeting were set foRb in 
detaii. Such a meeting could be convened by m g  a public notice 
signed by the majority of the inhabitant freeholderç and house- 
holders in at least three of the most conspicuous places in the town- 
ship, at least fifteen days prevjous to the pmposed date of meeting. 

Such meetings could decide what types of cattle, horses, sheep, 
and other animds would be allowed to nia at large, or be restrained 
from ninniog at large, and what should be the &es for breaking 
the regulations. Tbey could also make wbat d e s  they deemed 
necessary regarding "pjts, precipices, and deep waters, or other 
places dangerous to traveliers" and "the destroying or suppressing 
the gowth of such weeds as are detrimental to good husbandry." 
They could decide the hejght and description of lawful fences, or 
any otber matter they f e l ~  would promote peace and welfare in their 
township. That there might be no miscamage of justice, the law 
also set forth oaths to which township officers must subscribe, the 
duties of the various offices, and how these duties were to be 
carried out. 

The h t  meeting of the freeholders and househo lders~f  
Pakenham Township of which there is record was beld at Paken- 
ham W s  on Monday, J a n u q r  4, 1836. Alexander McVicar, J.P., 
was in the chair and read the Act under which they had met. Town- 
ship o5cers appointed that day were: Commissioners: Andrew 
Dickson, Sr., Hugh Dickson, James Scott, Ir., (ntith h d r e w  
Dickson heading the pou) ; Town Clerk: Andrew Dickson, Ir. (a  
cousin of Andrew Dickson, Sr.) ; Poundkeepers : William McAdam, 
Sr., and Thomas McEwen; Assessor: Thomas Ellis; Collecter: 
John Riddle; Pathmasters: James Heddrick, John Curnyn, Man 
Carswell, f eter Russell, William Clark, Samuel Dickson, h d r e w  
b w e ,  and John Potter. 

Obviously the problem of strayjng animals was panicularly 
urgent, for the meeting agreed unanimouslj~ on the following resu- 
Iutions: 

(1 ) That five feet Iiigh be declared a lawful fence. 



(2) That no bull, boar, ram, or breachy cattle, borses, or pigs 
be allowed to run at large under penalty of five shdiingx 
c m e n q ,  one haü of penalty to be paid to the person 
impowding the animal and the orher half to the Town 
Cierh- for the benefit of the township. 

(3) That no stailion be allowed to run at large under penalty 
of forty shillings currency. 

(4) That no homed cattle should be considemd breachy und 
proved to be so by breakhg a lanM fencc. 

At this meeting, or within the next few weeks, the various officers 
took the oath, promising to fa i th fdy  and diligently perform the 
duties of thek o5ces. 

For the next few years the Board of Commisçioners constituted 
tbe niling body of the township. To them feU the task of de6ning 
the poundkeepers' and pathmasters' liwts, setting the fees for 
aaimals impounded, instructiag pathmsters in the performance of 
their duties, meting out justice when their orders were ignored, and 
d e a k g  with the problems of the tow~ship in general. Under their 
direction, poundkeepers had cbarge of straying animals given into 
their care, and each pathmaster was responsible for a certain section 
of road. 

The Board met on January 16, 1836, to setde the most pressing 
problems. The Commissioners decided that Thomas McEwen's 
limits as poundkeeper should extend from the soutb side of Indian 
River (now Indian Creek) to the border of Ramsay Township; and 
that those of William McAdam should be £rom the north side of 
Xndian River to McNab Township. They also agreed on the animals 
that might be impounded and set the fees as foiiows: 

For a b r s e  and an ox: one s W g  and threepence each; an 
allowance of twenty pounds of tiay for every twenty-four hours 
tbe mimals were in pound at one shdling currency for the said 
qmt i t y  of hay. 
For a cow: one shiüing currency; an allowance of twenty pounds 
of hay for every twenty-four hours the animais were in pound 
at one slxlhng currency for the said quantity of hay. 
For a sheep: fourpence; an dowance of four pounds of hay for 
every twenty-four bours in pound at twopence, halfpemy for the 
said quantity of hay. 
For a pig : one shilljng currency; half a bushel of bran for every 
twenty-four hours in pound at sevenpence, haifpenny for the 
said quantity of bran. 

Straying animds were not the only concern d the newly a p  
pointed Commissioners. lncreasing activity in the wmds aud on 
the streams dso created problems. Tïaber moving dom the rivers 
ia the spndg wrecked bridges; in the winter lumbering operations 
blocked and damaged roads. The marner in whicb tbe Commis- 
sioners met these situations demonstrates the progress tbat had 
been made since 1825 when Robert Harvey had been a m e d  of 
trespass. Harvey had had to take bis case to Perth; now the Board 
of Commissioners at Pakenham MiUs settled such problems wjth 
justice and dispatch. 

FoUowiag a complaht in A p d  1836 that one of the lumber 
cornparies, Riddle and &es, had bIocked the road leading from 
the Indian River to Arthur Nugent's, tbe Board of Commissioners 
held a special meeting and mnducted an inquiry. Mr. C, W s ,  
the bailie, "made oath" and reported that he had served a sumrnons 
on James Hhes, and on Arthur Nugent and Daniel Whyte as wit- 
nesses, to appear before the Commissioners and give their stary. 
On oath the witnesses testified that the "nuisance" on that part of 
the road was caused chiefly by the Company's men making timber 
near it.  William Clark, the pathmaster, stated that be had w m e d  
Mr. &es to get tbe road cleared but it had not been done satis- 
factorily for the passage of sleighç. Mr. Himes, who was present, 
admjtted he was to Marne. The Commissioners therefore levied 
a h e  of 30 shillings to defray the expense of clearing the road and i 

' 1  
to pay the constable's fees. ïhey agreed, however, to allow Mr. 
&es to perform the work, and be undertook to have the nuisance 
removed within three or f o u  days. 

During the same spriog (1836) timber belooging to Messrs. 
Nagles of Ramsay damaged the bridge at Pakenham MilLr. Appar- 
eotly the Commissioners were unable to settle this case so pmmptly 
for, when the householders and freeholders met on January 2, 

- 1837, it was resolved "that the Township Commissioners to be 
appointed be autbo-d to cali upon Messrs. Nagles of Ramsay 
to demand the sum of Ten pounds currency for damage done to 
Pakcnbam Mills Bridge by the breaking away of their timber in 
the spring of 1836. . . ." 

At the same meeting the Pakenbam Mills bridge came up for 
di~cussion a second time. Regulations regacding the impounding 

1 of animais that had b a n  proposed in 1836 were again adopted iu 
1837 but a fifth regulation, aimed no doubt al  restraining animais 

1 
I allowed to roam d o n g  the viUage road, was added. It asked that 

l 



"all borses, homed mttle or pi@ m i n g  ar large to the annoyance 
of the public rviviihin four hundred yards of the Pakenham Mills 
Bridge be impounded and a fine of IWO shillings d c t e d  hom the 
k t  of November to the first day of April." Presurnably animais 
were allowed CO Pasture freely about the village and bridge durhg 
the remainder of the year. 

The paramount problem fachg the Commissioners in this 
decade was undoubiediy the constructjoa and maintenance of roads. 
Sometimes a measure of assistance was aven, as in 1335 when 
£50 was granted by tbe Governent to be spent on tbe road from 
Pakenham Mius 1.0 Carleton Place, with h d r e w  Dickson, Wiüiam 
Drynaa, aad James Bennie the Commissioners in charge. For the 
most part, however, roads were constructed and maintained by 
labour supplied free by the inhabitants. This "statute labour" was 
under the control of the Commissioners, and the minutes of thejr 
meetings are full of instructions to pathmasters and are studded 
with iists of those fincd .for failure Io meet thek obiigations. For, 
where roads were concerned, the Commissioners niled with a firm 
hand, makuig their pronouncements stick by imposing b e s  on 
those who ignoreci their orders. Under the system whereby each 
inhabitant u7as required to give a stated number of days' work 03 

the roads, as directed by the pathmaster for his section, an amaPng 
amount was accompliçhed. Orders aven to pathmasters in this 
period iadicate how serious the Commissioners consjdered the 
problem of road maintenance. 

In 1836 Ailan Carsweii was evidently pathmasrer in the vicinity 
of Pakenham Mas. On instru~ion of the Board he was to get tbe 
hiü at Owen McCarthy's made secure by placing logs on tbe side 
of it to prevent accidents; to order William Burley to open the 
road near his place to the width established by law-dis to be 
done dunng the spring; he was to have the bridge above Mr. 
McFarlane's leading to the Indian River repaired with a11 possible 
speed "in a durable manner," and he was to wmuli ~ 5 t h  Mr. 
Dickson as to what places were in most need of the rernainin~ 
statute labour. 

Wiliiarn Clark, pathmaster south of the Indian River, was 
instructed to get tbe statute labour done on his limits with the 
greatest care because there was so much "passage;" the "cross 
layhg" was Io bc done to a sufflcient width for the passage of two 
sleighs; and aU nuisances were to be removed off the Iine during 
the summer nionths except that opposite bus11 land. Iie was to 

inform Michael Blake Lo open ihe road near hi5 place to tbe widrh 
estabhsbd by law and ro batle ir done before tbe crops werc put 
in in tbe sprrrig under penalty of a ilne of five pounds; and he was 
to have Arthur Nugent open the road near bis place to the width 
establislied by law under threat of the same penalty. Pan of Mr. 
Nugent's trouble, of course, as be later proved, was the lumbering 
operations of Riddle and Hines. 

P e t e ~  RusseIl uras to C O ~ S U I ~  with Commissioner lames Scott 
and others in his neighbourhood conerning the laying out of his 
statute labour; and James Heddrick was to do his statute labour on 
the part of his limits most in need of jt. Samuel Dichon and John 
Potter nitre to consult wjth their neighbours respecting their statute 
labour. 

John Curnyn was instructed to repair the bridge near Haleys' 
in a substanliai manner; to put a guide post at the cross roads 
beyoad the bridge pointing to Mr. Snedden's, Mr. Dickson's, and 
Mr. Lowrie's "shewing" the respective distances to each of these 
places for the guidance of travellers or strangers; and wbat under- 
brushing he did was to be done to the width of 30 feei or neariy so. 
I n  August 1835 Mr. Cumyn had the Commissioners call a specia! 
meeting because Thomas EUis had deviaied from rhe usual lîne of 
the road near his place. The Commissioners discussed the matter 
and decided to w i t e  to the Cleck of the Peace for the District for 
information on tbe subject. MeauwMe, they, tbemselves, would 
go and inspvct the alteration so that they might be in a position 
to discuss i t  at the next meeting. 

Such ulere the problems in connection with the roads that 
occupied the rulinp body in Pakenbarn Miils during the 1830's. 

The firçt meeting of the freeholders and househoiders had been 
held in January 1836. Simiiar meetings were caUed in January 
1837, 1838, and 1839 in the schooi house at Patenbam Mills. At 
three of these annual meetings Aiexander McVicar, J.P., was in 
the chair; at the meeting held in 1837 Andrew Dickson, Jr., pre- 
sided. For the 6rst three years of township rule the name of 
Andreur Dickson, Sr., appears among the Commissioners, but Ae 
does not seem to have beld office in 1839. Of particular note is the 
fact that at the meeting on January 7, 1839, James Connery was 
appointed Township Clerk. He served in this capacity until 1867, 
when tbe position of Clerk W ~ S  taken over by his son, James, wiio 
held the office unlil 1914. The records of the township were there- 
fore in the hands of the Connerys for a total of 75 years. 



4: The Rebellion of 1837 aizd rhe Barile of Pakenhant 
ln 1837 the demand for responsiblc govemmeat came ro a 

head in a Rebellion that quickly separated the radical elernents in 
the reform party h m  those who, while desiring reforrn, had no 
wish 10 lx Jabelled disloyal to the Crown. n e  result was a united 
iront agajnst the few who persisted in using force. Tbe uprising in 
h w e r  Canada, led by buis  Joseph Papineau in November 1837, 
was quickly foilowad by William Lyon Mackenzie's attack on York 
in December. York was virtually stripped of troops, for the forces 
had been dispatched to help suppress tbe Rebellion in the lower 
proviace. A di for volunteers was therefore sent througb Upper 
Canada. 

Mrs. Traüi, in The Backwoods of Canada, gives a graphic 
accoudt of how the news was received in the settlements, and the 
manner in which the loyal subjects of the young Queen Victoria 
aaswered the cal1 : 

"This morning my brotber Sam came over to communicate the 
startiing intelligence that an armed force was on tbe rnarch for 
Toronto. Despatches bad just reached Peterborough to that effeci, 
with orders for every able m m  to hasten to t h e  Capital to assist in 
driving back the rebels. . . . My heart is lonely and sad; tbis rnorning 
was only beginning to dawn, when Mr. Traill departed; he went off 
in good spirits, and 1 rallied mine till the snow drifts tbat were 
whirling before a keea sweepbg wiod bid him from my sight."' 

Her sister, Mrs. Moodje, wrjtiag of the same incident in 
Rouglzing I I  in the Bush says: 

"A letter from my sister explained ibe nature of the outbreak, 
and the astonishmenl with wbich the nmls had been received by al1 
tbe settlers in the bush. My brother and my sister's husband had 
already gone off to joio some of the numerous baads of genllemen 
who WeTe collecting from ai i  quarters to march to the aid of Toronto. 
. . . We talked over the strange news for hours; our coming sepaxarion, 
and the probability that, if things were as bad as they appeared to be, 
we might nevex meet again. . . . The children, ~vho had learned rhat 
their fatber was preparing to lea\le them, were crying and clinging 
round his hees. Ws heart was too deeply affected ro eat; the meal 
passed over in silence, and he rose to go. I put on my bat and shawl 
to accompany him through the wood as far as my sistcr. . . . At my 
sister's, Moodie and 1 paried; and with a heavy hcart I retraced my 
sreps through the wood. . . . Several poor settlers called at the bouse 
during tbe day, en their way down. . . . O 2  

in the Bathurst District the news of rebelhon %>as received with 
alarm also. At Perth, John Belï (son of William Bel) and his 
Company of Leeds Militia had corne forward. "Cold as the weather 
was, they marched to Kingston; were trained, and occupied part 
of the garrison till the spring, when the paaic being over, they were 
sent la the northern part of the District, tbe Laird of 
McNab assumed mmmand with somewhaf ludicrous xsults. 

According to Fmer ,  when Mch'ab learned of the rebellion, 
he sent word to Su  Francis Bond Head d a t  he and his clansmen 
were ready to march at any moment. "hmediately upon receipt 
of this document," reads Fraser's account, "Sir Francis Head a p  
pointed the Laird Colonel of the 20th Battalion of Carleton Light 
Infantry, comprishg the townshjps of McNab, Fitzroy and Paken- 
ham, wlth instructions to nominate his officers, fornard the list to 
headquarters, and cal1 the regimelu out to muster forthwith. On 
the 25th December, 1837, the who1e regiment m u s t e d  at  Paken- 
ham, and were put under the militia law. McNab made a speech 
to hem, read the names of tbeir officers, and gave a geueral order 
that they were to musier by companies near the abodes of their 
captahs. . . .lY4 At the subsequent muster at Sand Point, the settiers 
of McNab Township refused to volunteer for service under the 
Chief. Instead tbey held a meeting and sent a petition to Sir Francis 
Bond Head. They declared tbemselves to be tme and loyal subjects 
of Rer Majesty; but poiated out that they bad suflered severely 
from the Laird under civil law and were afraid to serve him under 
martial law. 

Fomately  there was no need to press the McNab settlers 
further, for the RebeUion was soon over. The rebels were repulsed 
and a reward ofTered for the capture of William Lyon Mackenzie. 
Mrs. Moodie, in describing the return of her husband, portrays a 
scene no doubt repeated in many of the homes in the settlements 
of Upper Canada: "In a weet," she says, "Moodje retumed. So 
many volunteers had poured into Toronto that the numbex of 
fnends was Wrely to prove as disastrous as that of enemies, on 
account of the want of supplies to maintain them all. The com- 
parties £rom the back townships had been remanded, and X received 1 with delight my o m  agaia..'15 

Foiiowing the Rebellion the trouble ia McNab Township deep- 
ened. In spite of the appeal of the settlers to Head, McNab man- 
aged to get the sympathetic ear of the authorities and ia July, 1838, 
tbe attorney-general's office addressed tbe following communication 



to the unforrunate settlers: "In pursuance of an order of E s  Excel- 
lency the Lieutenant Govemor, in Council, I hereby give you nofice 
that udess ail and sinylar the conditions upon which you bold, 
or the person or persons under wbom you claim, hold the lands 
you occupy in the Township of McNab, are without delay per- 
formed, and unless you forthwjth pay up all arreacs of rent, and 
oîher daims which McNab of McNab lawfully has upon the said 

, 

lands, legal process will be issued agaiast you, and you wili be 
explied fxom tbe possession of the said Lands, and that the sarne 
d in such case be graatd to other  partie^."^ The haraçsed setilers 
of McNab were aow faced with the prospect of losing their lands, 
and they redoubled their eEorts to gain redress £rom their grievances 
against tbe Chief. 

in the midst of this struggie, trouble again broke out dong the 
Front. Following the rebellions, strained relations had been kept 
alive in the United States by the activities of an organization known 
as the Hunters Lodges, many of whose members were refugees 
£mm the Canadian rebellion. On November 1 1, 1838, some two 
hundred of these men, uadex von Schultz, launcbed an. attack on 
Prescott and esrablisbed tbemselves in a windmill on a point of 
land in the St. Lawrence River. 

Again the Bathurst Militia was ordered to muster, and at Perth 
messengers were sent out to warn the people to attend in the morn- 
ing. "The thaw and the rain bad rendered the roads next to im- 
passable; yet hundreds poured h t o  the village in the course of the 
day but as they were not all required a balloting took place, to 
detemine wbo sbould go. Some of those drawn codd not weiJ leave 
borne, and otbers had no wirh to go; for, now there was a prospect 
of fighting, their military ardour was wonderfuyy abated; so there 
was a great demand for substitutcs; and all prices were given, from 
ten dollars, to ten pound~."~ Shortly, word was received that the 
Batburst Militia would ~ o t  be required, and "This intelligence was 
satisfactory to ail, except those who had paid for substitutes, and 
found rbey could not pet back theix rnoney."* 

When news of the von Schultz attack reached the Ottawa, the 
Chief of McNab, as colonel, once more cailed out his regiment. 
Again Fraser tells the story: 

"They assembled at Pakenham, 900 strong. A caIl was made 
for volunteers. It was slmost uaaoimously responded U, by Fiwoy 
and Pakenham: but the people of McNab held aloof. They would 

no1 volunteer under their Chief. . . . The poor settlers were 103ked 
upon by rhe ultra loyal as rebels, aot on]? to their Cbief, but to rbe 
Governmenr; and ro puni& theni severely was now the object of rhe 
lrisbmen of Pakenham and Fituoy. AItbough they numericallp 
surpassed the McNab settlers, about five to one, rbe HigManders 
fougbt bravely. Toey were conipelled to reü-eat to ME. McFarlane's 
old house, in which rbey defended tbemselves ulith the utmost reso- 
lution. Fryiog-pans, pokers, tongs, ketrles, brooms, and every article 
of any solidity, wcre used as weapons of war. The fight lasted tiu 
night, when both parties became tired of t h e  contest; some ugly 
wounds were given and receivcd; and a man of the  narne of Poner 
was so badIy injured rhat he died in ten days afterwards. News 
reachcd Pakenham that night chat rhe rebeis were totally discom- 
fitted, and that von Schoultz and most of his gang were raken 
prisooers."'J 

m e  attack on the Front was over, but rumours of war persisted 
and preparedness went fonvard. The Courier of November 30, 
1838, published a stiniog caU for volunteers: 

"LOYAL AND G A L U N T  MEN OF BATHURST 
"Rall)i in delence of your Queen and your Country. The  Province 
bas becn invadeci, and your lives and your liberties are in danger- 
your fellow subjects and Counirymeo have been plundered and 
rnuidered by a band of rniscreants calling themsclv~s 'Patriots' whose 
object is the çeparation of these Provinces from Great Britaia, and 
tbe subversion of that order which every Briton holds so sacred. Let 
us make comrnon cause and expell ihe invading foe. 
"All loyd men who arc disposed to volunteer their scrvices for so 
noble an object may have an opportunity O€ joinirig the Corps now 
raising in t b i s  District by Col. Mchfillan. to be stationed at Perth. 
uotil further orders, and to serve unti l  the first of May 1839. Each 
man will receive a Bouaty of Eight dollars besides a pay of one 
Shilling sterling per day and free rations. They will also receive a 
complcte suit of Cloths, Cap, Great Coat, Boois, etc. Forward, lads, 
Fonvard. COD SAVE THE QUEEN."l0 

William Bell says that during this time the whole country, and 
especialiy the towns along the Front, were in a state of continual 
alaxm. Overwrought imaginations led to ridiculous rumours and 
SUU more outlandish actions. "One dark night," says hqr. Bell, 
"an darm was raised, that Mc. Mallock's yard was full of armed 
men. Some could distinctly hear them whispering; othen could 
hear them handling their arms. The b e b  were mng with al1 haste, 



and the troops caiied out, wben ia was discovered tbat an old cow 
had go1 into the yard, and could not find her way oui again."" 

Eventually the trouble dong the Front died dom, but it left 
a wave of distmt behind it. Charges and counter-charges of dis- 
loyalty were rampant in the townships. Anyone consorting wjth 
unhowns was regarded with suspicion and sometimes sübjected 
to bitter accusatio~s in the Press of the times. 

1 : The Village Tradesmen 
In September 3840 h d r e w  Dickson sold the k t  village lots 

in Pakenhaml His village was no1 ody taking a definite fom; jts 

me character was becoming evident. Here was a village with the 
Shield rimber at her back door and agrjculturd lowlands at her 
front. The opportunity to profit to the utmost from the interde- 
pendence of the lumbering and agrjcultural interests was unique. 
Not only were the village and tbe smounding farms strategically 
placed, but the lumber camps of the Valley required alrnost un- 
believable quantities of farm products. Tbe needs of one Ottawa 
Valley fu-m will serve as an example: "In the six-year period ending 
in 1850, John Egan & Co. employed annually about 2,000 men 
and about 1,600 horses and oxen. The men coasumed about 6,000 
barrels of pork and 10,000 barrels of flour a year, and the horses 
and oxen about 60,000 bushels of oats and 1,200 tons of hay. in 
tbe winter of 1854-5, the same firm employed 3,800 lumberjacks, 
200 oxen, and 1,700 horses in itç shanties, as weli as 400 double I 

teams of horses in portaging, and the provisions and fodder it bad ' i 

to supply imcreased in proportion."" One has only to mulliply the 
requirements of this one lumbering fum by the nurnber of other 
large companies in the Valley, and then add the needs of the 
innumerable small operators, to arrive ar a stagering figure. 

II is no wonder that "The Traveller" of 1841, who Iiad been 
writing sketches on various viiiages in the District for the Corrr-ier, 
was moved to say: "Packenliam Village about 12 miles from tbe 
Chatts, and 38 from Perth, is a place that has advanced more in 
the last twelve months, thm, 1 might Say, al1 the other places 
mentioned in my sketches put together. . . . The village . . . Ls a 
li\-ely stimng place, with Mr. Dickson's miils, his lumbering, and 
his money circulating among rnecfianics and otben, the place must 
ço a-head. . . . This is not ody a thriving, but is a sirigularly 
beautiful place also, with a grand rural scenery around. The farmers 
in the neighbourhood of the vilIage are tasty and pr~spering."~ 

According to the Census of 1542' there were in Pakenham 
Townslip at that tjme 1,142 inhabitants. They occupied 170 



houses; 2 houses were vacant, and 9 were in  course of erectjon. 
Of the 168 hcads of families, 7 1 were proprietors of real property, 
and 97 non-proprietors. The great majority of the p r o p t y  hoiders 
were farmers, some of whom could norv b o a t  of 50 acre? cleared, 
otbers 100, and a few even 125. Most of them now had one or 
turo horses, substantial herds of catrle, sheep, and hogs, and con- 
siderable acreages of grains and polatoes. 

It is underslandable ihai in a young c o m u n i t y  most of the 
inhabitans sliould be comparalively young, and that there would 
be a predomidance of children. This was the case in Pakenbam 
Township, but already there was growing up a second generation 
whose rnembers were establishiog families of their own. As yet 
there were few older folk-a refiection of the youth of the country 
and of ~ h e  life expectancy of the times. In race the inhabitants of 
the township were largely Irish, with a goodly proportion of Scot- 
tish. and a small representation £rom England and the United 
Staies. More than oDe Lhird of the whole population had been born 
in Canada. 

The Census showed that the farmers of the district occupied 
14,504 acres of land, of which they had improved 3,853. They had 
produced the followjng crops: whear, 5,l  18 bushels; barley, 3 1 5; 
oals, 11,350; "pease," 613; Indian corn, 89; poratoes, 39,470. l n  
a township stili noted for its rnaple products it is interesting that 
in 1842 the inhabitanis made 3,930 pounds of rnaple sugar. Their 
combined herds and flocks cornprised neat cartle, 554; horses, 115; 
slieep, 809; and bogs, 493. Home industries were still important; 
anionçst them the people had manufactured dornestically 4,523 yards 
of fulled cloth; 142 yards of cutton, linen and otber cloth; and of 
Aannel or other cloth not fulled they had produced in their homes 
1,450 yards. Wool output for the year was some 2,322 pounds. 

It is not surprising thar Andrew Dickson's village should be 
prosperinç, drawing life as jt did from an agricultural population 
supponed by a boominn, timber trade. Mr. Diclcson's commercial 
enterprises dominated the village, and prior ro 1841 he had built 
a "large and splendid two story srone dwelling."%Along the east 
bank of the river below Iiis dwelling were his gristmill, with twû 
pairs of mil! Stones; his sawmill, lumber yards. and timber slide. 
He contiiiued to operate a store, and at this date there was ody 
one other-that of Malcolm McMartin. 

Wm. McAdam and Isabella McFarlme s ~ d i  maintaincd tavems 
in the village. The traveller of 1.84 says of them: "Mn. M'Farlane, 

having built a large frame house last season, she bas been enabled 
to give the traveller coudortable, 1 midit Say. stylish accommo- 
darian; but in talkino, of the Widow's, 1 must not forge1 my old 
friend and servant of the public Mr. McAdam, wbo std i  keeps 
tavern in his old stand, and study's to please and accommodate, in 
his usual obli$ng and affable ~ a y . " ~  Mrs. McFarlanets location 
in the 1840's was at the West end of the bridge, on a lot purchased 
from Mr. Dickson. 

The village ttanneql for many years was situated dong the cast 
bank of the river below the Bay, near the road to Fitzroy, and jt 
i s  possible that even in 1842 Smith Coleman had his business 
esrablishmcnt here. Also ai tbis date Charles Royce may have been 
a l  bis location on tbe West side of the river below the falls, between 
the Bay and the Arnprior rosd. CertainJy he was operating a fuiling 
and carding miU at this rime, either under his ownership or for the 
Dickson interests, and this was his location for many yearç. 

In this decade there were, in Pakenham Township, a number 
of tradesmen in the rural areas. There were two weavers (Mitchel 
Ellis and Robert Neecham), a cooper (Daniel O'Brien), and a 
shoemaker (James Russell) in tlie southeast section cut off by the 
Mississippi River;  two innkeepers (Edward MacFarlane and John 
Green), a weaver (Hugh Gilmore). and a shoemaker (James Sea- 
ulard), in northwest Pakenharn; two blacksmiths (Simon Roach 
and Timothy Moynihan), and a wheelwright (William Shan. . . 7) 
near the border of Ramsay Township; and a carpenter (David 
Ogilvy) dong the Mississippi between the village and the Indian 
River. The remaining tradesmen were in or near Dickson's viUage. 
Among them were a joiner (Aaron [or Owen] McCarrhy); a cabinet 
maker (John Waichorn ); a cooper (George Parker) ; six carpenters 
(Roland Carter, Peter Dennis, Duncan McNicol, George Miils, 
James Patterson, and Jamcs Quigley); a wagon maker (Robert 
Clarke); two saddlers (Alex Cameron and Michael Bresnahan[?]); 
two Lailors (Richard Davie and William Templeman); three s h o e  
makers (Joseph Doherty, Francis Neal, and James McCollegan); 
and two blacksmiths (AJex Drysdale and Thomas Bradley). It is 
likely chat some of tIiese individuals were partners in a single 
business. There was at this period also a millwright (David Hunter) 
undoubtedly in ihe employ of Andrew Dichon. 

The village industries and the tradesmen were supportecl in 1842 
by a rural poyularion that included the following heaùs of house- 
hotds : 



m E  PATTERN OF S E m E M E W  PAKENHAM TOUUSHlP 
ABOUT 1840. Mosl of the setrlers were concenrraIed in eastern corner 

of tbe Township; tbose closesi to the Mississippi were on tbe Lowland. Maay 
of the orhcrs were on the Shield where pockets of fertile soil made faming 
possible. The rougher srciions of ihe central pan of the Township were 
vacant. (This should be regarded as a porirrn of seiilemcni. only. Records 
for the period arc incornpletr and in many cases no distinction is made bt- 
tu9eea east and West halves of lots.) 

James Authorson 

William Belford 
John Bickett 
Michel Blake 
Thomas Boaze 
Roben Bole 
Tbornas Burrows 
James Breslin 
Joseph Bresnahan 

Mark Cardiff 
Richard Car= 
Allan Carsweli 
Henry Clarke 
William Clarke 
WiUiam Collins 
Thomas Comba 
John Corners 
James Connery 
John Curnyn 

William Dagg 
f o h  Delorey 
Nugh Dickson 
Janies Dickson 
Robert Dickson 
Samuel Dicksoo 
Daniel Donovan 
John Doyle 
Iohn Dunfield 
Martin Dunfield 

Hugh I?l Edwards 
Thonias Ellis 
Demis E n u n ~ h t  

Rosc Halley 
George Hanniver 
S:ephen Hayes 
Janies Hednck 
James Hunt 

Pbebe Jackson 
Martin Johnston 
John Jones 

J o h  Leavy 
h d r c w  h igh too  
Alex Lindsay 
John Lindsay 
Andrew Lowe 
David Lowe 
Henry Lowe 
Samuel Lowe 

William McAdam 
Thos McAdam 
William McAdams 
Anne McEwen 
\Yilliam McGimess 
Michad McGuire 
Tbos McKeon 
Thos McKibbon 
Robt McKiCitrick 
3ames McLaughlin 
Patrick McManus 
John McMum 
Alex hlcVicar 
William McVicar 

William Makey 
James Maicom 

Patrick Peavey 
George Perry 
John Potter 
Pierce Powell 

George Redey 
John Riddle 
\VilGaru Rieker t?] 
Daniel Ross 
George Ross 
Robert Ross 
Daniel Ryan 
Francis Ryan 
Thos Ryan 
David Russell 
James Russell 
Peter Russell 

James Sadler 
John Sadler 
Tbos Sadler 
William Sadler 
Ingram Scott 
James Scott 
William Scott, Sr, 
William Scott 
Young Scott 
Denis Shanahan 
W~ll Shannon 
John Sbaw 
Bernard Shields 
John Smith 
John Steen 
Micbele Steep 
Robert Stobo 

- 
George Manson John T'immons 

Robert Fleming Cbrisropber Milier William Timmoas 
Wiiliam Forsythe Charles Morrison 

James Waddle 
Mary Glinn I?1 George Needham, Sr. Robt Walker 
Jobn Gorrnan, Sr. George Needham, Ir. John Wallace 
Jobn Gorman, Jr. Samuel Needham Iohn Waugh 
John Griffith Anbur Nugent M'alter Woods 

hlichael Nutin [?] 
William Young 

Note: The above lise was taken from bandwritten material that was 
difiicult to decipher and in some instances spelling of names may 
be in error. Oher records for the pcriod indicale Chat tbis Iist 
is far from complete. 



These, then, were the inhabitants of Pakenham Tri\irnship and 
village in 1842, and tbeir activities fom a pattern of intersectirig 
circles, each circle re~dving about a key figure. The hub of tbe 
grist-milling business was, of course, Aadrew Dickson. T o  bis miU 
rbe farmers of the surrounding countryside brought their grain to 
be gound.  They carried borne part of the flour for themselves but 
tùey left a share to pay for the g~inding, and no doubt a funher 
portion in trade for the goods tbey needcd from Mr. Dickson's 
store. These payments in trade, plus the p i id  Mi. Dickson pur- 
chased outright, would enable him to accumulate quantities of flour 
to supply the villagers and the lumber camps. For, at  the beginniag 
of the decade, Andrew Dickson was also the centre of tbe lumbering 
industry in Pakenham Mills. His business provided winter employ- 
ment for large numbers of scttlers; his camps required quantities 
of food, grain, hay; to keep him supplied with tools, hamess, sleighs, 
and barrels ocnipied much of the time of the local tradesmen. 

MT. Dickson's interest in the Iumberin~ business and the breadth 
of his vision is evidenced in a letter addressed b y  him in Decernber 
1840 lo 31. B. Sullivan. It read: 

"Havin: bern engagrd for a number of years in the Liimber 
Trade of this Province 1 have lately explored thai pari of the country 
Iying on the Mississippi River beyond the limits of this District-thaf 
is lo say in the Townships o l  Palmerston, Clarendon and Barry in 
the Midland District. 1 havc discovexed Ltiat there is a quantity of 
good Timber on tbe Government Lands in those Townships but there 
are a great number of dii6culties ro be overcome in gettiog it to 
market as the Stream of the river in that part is much obstructed by 
falls rapids and shoals. 

"As these dificulries musi in some way be sumiounled before 
the timber can bz made available I take the liberty of requesting you 
will le1 me know if the Governmenr \vould grant me an exclusive 
liccnce to cut Timber in thme Townships for sis or seven years upon 
my undertaking to make the Stream navigable for taking Timber to 
market or orherwise. If the Governmenr would allow a portion of 
the Government duty collected frani ~ h e  sde of tbe Timbcr cut from 
the  Lands in these Townships to be applicd in improving the navi- 
gation of that River. In eitber case i t  would be advantageous Io the 
Govcrnme~t  as well as  io the lnhabiranls of the country in opening 
a pan of the country at prcsent littie known and at present entirely 
uninhabiled. 

"Please io let me know your decision on Lhis subject at your 
earliest convenience direcred 10 me a t  Pakenbam Mills in bis Dis~ ic t .  

(Signed) Andrew Dick~on. '~  

Not only werc Mr. Dickson's e,xpanding woods operations a 
booo to the township and village; bis miü interests at the falls also 
provided employment and quantities of lumber for a variety of uses. 
ï h e  presence of seven carpenrers in or near the village indicates 
a considerable building boom, and Iikely the major share of lumber 
went to the construction of houses and other buildings in d e m a ~ d  
by an expandiug population. Lumber would alço pass through the 
hands of Auon McCarthy who, as a joiner, no doubt was jnvolved 
in woodworkiog of a more ornamental nature than tbe carpeuters. 
John Warchom, the cabinet maker, would also employ lumber to 
constnict the sturdy fumiture that the pioneers were now seeking - 

to replace the crude improvisations of earIier days. The wagon 
rnaker, Robert Clarke, wouId nced lumber from rhe miIl to make 
carts, wagons, and sleighs wmttd in increasing numbers in the 
community and ja lumbering operations. And using a v e q  con- 
siderable share wouId be the coopers, who seem to have been 
extremely busy craftsmen in pioneer settlements. On them devolved 
tbe task of meeting tbe demand for wooden firkins, puncheons, 
buckets, butter tubs, and the multitude of barrels needed not o d y  
by the local inhabitants to store supplies of water, apples, and pork, 
but by the lumberers to transport flour and pork to the shanties. 
Legend has it that one of the Pakenham coopers paid for a farm 1 
wirh 100 barrels necded by the Dickson interests in tbeir shanty J 

business. 
Anorher important aciivily revolved around Smith Coleman's 

tannery. Here the farmer found a market for his surplus hides. 
Animals slaughtered for home consumption, for trade at the two 
local stores, or for sale to rhe lurnber mcrchants, formed part of his 
income; another source was the bides from these slaughtered 
ariinials. These went to the tannery to be convened into leather 
for tlie local craftsrnen. At Smith Coleinan's the shoernakers and 
the saddlers secured leather to carry on their trades. In that day 
the customer mighl be measured ar the shoemakers on Moaday and 
have a pair of b o t s  by Saturday night, just in tirne for the Sabbath. 
The saddlers turned tlie leather in10 collars, traces, bridles, and reins 
to be sold back to the farrner, or Io supply the lurnber camps. 
Probably the lumbennen paid cash for their pucchases; but no 
doubt the rural people made their payments in trade, exchanging 
butter, potatoes, or pork for boors and harness. 





At rnid+ccniury Pakenham Village was the crossroads for mutcs from ihe 
Front (ihrough Carleton Place) to Amprior and the Uppcr Oirawa. and 
£rom Byiown (hrougb Fimoy Township) ro the Upper Madawaska. 
(Adapted from Major Baron de Rottenburg map of 1850-51. Courtesy Public 
Archives of Canada.) 

A map sbowing the principal communications in Canada West2 
ar mid-century indicates that Pakenham was iadeed an important 
crossroads in this era. From Byrown, one main road ran ihrough 
Pakenham village westward to close to tbe edge of the township, 
where it was jojned by the road £rom Bellamy's Mills, and proceeded 
10 White Lake Post Office and the Chief of McNab's location there, 
thence to the second chute. From the Front, several roads con- 
verged on  Perth, and one of the main routes northward m h p r i o r  
Post Office and the Upper Ottawa passed through Pakenham 
Village. As a busy crossroads, no doubt in the 1840's the village 
bore a Iieavy t r a c  of great draught teams bauling wagons and 
sleighs laden wirh supplies and equipment for the camps up the 
Oitawa and the Madawaska. 

The complexity of tbe timber operations in the Vailey and the 
haxaràs the early lumbermen faced are graphicaily described by 
Thos. C. Keefer, well-known civil engineer of tbe period. The 6rst 
step, he explains, was to secure limits and this was done by applying 
for a license to cut timber on Crown Lands at a certain stumpage. 
Then if you were fortunate enough to have sufhcieni capital and 
enough experience to gct your timber to market yourself, you would 
doubtless make money and couid return from Quebec "with a 
broad cloth suit, a gold watch, a new hat and a brass mounted 
p~rtamanteau."~ 

If  you were without capital the road to fortune was sornewhai 
more dificuli. Then you must find a supplier who would advance 
provisions and clothhg for your men, not to mention axes, ropes, 
augers, anchors, and cables, plus a litile cash. You might aIso run 
up as much debt elsewhere as you codd,  provided no other person 
received a prior mortgage on your timber. When the timber limit 
had been secured and credit arranged for, you must tlien send a 
canoe and half a dozen nien wirh scythes to cut wild hay on the 
beaver meadows. This hay was secured during the low-water season, 
and hauled when the rneadoa~s were fiozen. Since some horses 
{vould not eat beiiver hay, it was also necessary to "team up" culti- 
vated hay at a charge for transport thar sometimes arnounied to 
three tirnes the purchase price. The transport of supplies to the 
shanties was, indeed, the heavjest charge on the lurnberman. 

With the lumber camps established and the supplies, men, and 
horses or oxen in the bush, tirnber-making would begin and the 
woods would echo wirh the ring of axes, the "whoosh" of fa1:alIing 
pines, the jangle of harness, and rhe shouts of the teamsiers. In the 



earty days of lurnberiog, oxen were preferred for hauling logs onto 
tbe ice-covered tribuiary streams. Witb the coming of spring melt- 
iog ire and snow should sweU the streams sufficiently to Boat out 
the logs. But this was not always the case, for the weather could be 
fickle. If the sprins happened to be cold and backward, the snow 
might melt gradually and steal away without raising the water lcvel 
enough to bring out the limber. Then a whole year's work might 
be losr by the tjmber "sticking," and even though heavy rains came 
Iater they might no1 arrive until after the timber had been aban- 
doned. Another great drawback to getting timber out was the lack 
of roads and bridges. Ice formed the ody bridges, snow the only 
passable roads, and tbese would leave the lumbeman just when he 
needed them rnost. Teams hired to haul his timber came from long 
distances, and if they did not reach home before the snows dis- 
appeared it would take many weeks co make rbe trip. So, at the 
first sign of break-up, teamsters, not wvishing ro Bsk swimming their 
horses across swoilen streams and possibly loslxlg thern, wouId be 
off. A great portion of tlie tirnber might thus be abandoned, perbaps 
to fall prey to bush fires before the next season, 

However, with luck, break-up would h d  tJ~e timberç safely on 
the tributary streams with suficient volume of ufater to carry them 
suifcly to navigable waters. If  the stream 10 which the timber was 
hauled was not navigable for cnbs, "driving" would be resorted t* 
that is the loose sticks would be floated down and the lurnberjacks 
would foUow jn canoes or dong shore to bring up straggiers or free 
m y  timbers grounded or caught dong the way. When a body of 
water large enough for crîb navigation was reached, a boom was 
thrown across the stream and the logs stopped so that they could 
be made inro cribs. 

The cribs, containing about twenty pieces of timber each, were 
formed by placing two round logs called "floats" about twenty-four 
feet apart and bringing the squared timber between tbem. Over the 
top of the timbers, poles called "traverses" were laid and pinned at 
each end of the floats. To keep the squared timber £rom rnoving 
backward and forward, four heavy sticks called "loadiog timbers" 
were draged on top of the traverses. They served to su ik  the fioat- 
ing timbers lower in the water, where Chey were held against the 
under side of the traverses. In this way cribs were secured and 
would carry men and provisions safely d o m  navigable rapids or 
through the slides. 

Log jams were anothcr poteniial danger. Keefer says that 
"'Cutting away a jam' is one of the most darbg ieats a lumberman 
c2n perfom. . . . Every blow of the axe is watched wjrh intense 
anxiety, and when the timber begins 10 yield-without waiting to 
cüi it ?hou&-the few favorable instants which intervene whiie 
rhe c r a c k g  and crashing mass is preparing (CO] start are seized 
for escape. Flinging bis axe into the water and leaping from stick 
to stick of the movhg tjmber he  reaches the land amid the cheers 
of bis companions-or, borne down by tbe moving forest his 
mangled body in sorrowing silence is dragged asliore. . . ." 

If the lumberman was lucky enou* 10 survive the ordeals of 
getting bis timber to tbe Ottawa River, it codd there be made into 
a raft of as many as 50 cribs. The men, provisions, couk, and 
cookery m d d  then bc put aboard and the anclior and cable shpped. 
The Ottawa wvould have sutl6cient current to bring the raft down, 
and if the wind was fair, a sail could h used. The raft, of course, 
ulould have to be broken inio crjbs at tbe diflerent rapids, slides, 
and cacals on the way to Quebec. W. H. Cluff, writing under the 
title "Memoties of Byrown" says that a raft "was a pxetty sight, a 
srnall flag on each sleeping cabin, a £iag wjth the owner's trade mark 
Aoating from a ta11 pole on tbe cookery, eveq  inm at his post with 
his 24 foot sweep or oar duly poised so it could be brought into 
operaiion at a motion from t l ie  foreman who was in the centre of 1 

the raft."4 
I 

Because of the many hazards along the way, it was somethjng 
of a miracle to reach Quebec in good time and with the rai3 intact. 
If you wsre unaided by a supplier you might be on the way to 
fortune, provided tlie price of timber was higb. If you were in the 
han& of a supplier, lie would charge his commission, pay the 
expenses, and stRke a balance of eifher credit or debit. In any case 
the men wodd stick tenaciously to the raft until they were paid off. 

J. C. Tache, writing in Cariada at the Utiiversal Exf~ibirion of 
1855, describes how timber was disposed of at Quebec: 

"The timber for sale at Qucbec undergoes the inspection of a 
body of of6cers Lnown as the depanment of Superintendent of 
Cullers. The Cullers are autborised measurers and inspectors of 
timber, granring zhrougb the medium of the Superintendent, wbo 
keeps a register thereof, certificates of tbe quantity and quality of 
urood for sale, sold, or purchascd. Thcre are three modes of pur- 
chasing: 



" 1  si. By tbe whole raft, on iu m i v a l ,  mcasured, without break- 
ing bulk, on a cenificd statement of the kinds and the quantity, but 
wirhout any guarantee as ro quality; 

"2nd. By the raft, on a cenified statement of the kinds. the 
quality, and a speci fication of the npparerir dcfecis afloat; 

"3rd. On a certified statement of kinds, the  quantity and quality, 
after due inspection and dressing of tbe l o s ,  severally, by the Cullers 
in the booms. 

"Purchasers in the Quebec market, who are acquahted wilh the 
manufacturer and the piace where the timber is made, cornrnonly buy 
in thc raft, while still afloat; strangcrs buy the timber from them 
culled, dressed with tbe axe, and warranted."" 

". . . a vessel's cargo is rated or considered as ordinary . . . ." 
says Tache, "when each square log contains from 50 to 75 cubic 
feet; jt is r a ~ e d  as choice when the average log exceeds 75 cubic 
feet, and there have been cargoes of which the average log exceeded 
100 cubic feet."g In describing individual pines he States: "We 
have pines of one hundred and fifty feet in height by six feet in 
diamerer, which serve for lower masts jn one singe piece for ships 
of iwo tliousand tons."' As to the value of pine, Tache notes tha t  
"The prjce of square rirnber of the descripiion known by mercliants 
under the name of whire and yellow pine, is. for square l o p  from 
3 d. to 9 d. per cubic foot, according to the quality and size of the 
logs. ''s 

A lumberman who arriveci home uninjured and with a substantial 
profit was a fortunate man, for the hazsrds of logCjn,o, driving, and 
marketing were not his only wornes. Lifc along the rivers was 
always dangerous, but along the Oiiawa, particularly prior to the 
lS40's, it was aIso Iawless. In tliis period a society known as 
Shîners, formed of Europeans who were trying to monopolize the 
work of the lurnber camps to the exclusion of the French Canadians, 
terrorized t h e  wholc district and even hampered agricultural devel- 
oprnent along tlie Ottawa. Accounts of their aciivities are varied. 
Some writers contend that they were credited wi~h many acts not 
chargeaMe io them; others insist tlint there \vas no lirnit to their 
lawlessness. One of the latter, reporring to tlie Women's Caaadian 
Historical Society says that: 

"These Shiners thouglit nothing of moving the fumiture out of 
a house in the middle of the nigbt, i f  the occupant was an encmy; of 
knocking down an inoffensive passerby, if he was a Frenchman; of 
spoiling the water in the wclls; of setting the st.able on fire; of un- 
d ~ s s i n g  the childrer-i on the sireet sa as to ofier themselves the 

spedade of secing h e m  run nnked on tbe s m t  and on the snow; 
of breaking windows, eic. At one timc tbey pulled a corpse out of 
the hearse and Ieft jt on the streer after dispersiog the terrified 
followers. Bytown was theo a byword of sbame and terror to the 
rest of Canada. 'There i s  no Cod in Bytown' was then a proverb. 
To retum from Bytown alive was like coming out of the Lion's den, 
unhurt. When a man or boy faüed to return or to seod nmls of 
himself to his friends, be was cou~ted as lost 'He bas been killed 
at Bytown' b e y  would say. The old inhabitants narrate that, often 
in the ni@, despairing voices and lamentable a i e s  were heard in 
tbe direction of the Cbaudiere Falls. These lamentatiom were hose 
of belated LraveUers tbrown into the Abyss by the Shiners, or else, 
of some Shiners themselves, overpowered by their intendexi victims, 
and hurled in their turo into the bortomless cauidron.'q 

By the 184O's, however, tliere was relative peace dong tbe water- 
ways. 

Such were the conditions that faced the lumbermea of Paken- 
ham Township. Andrew Dickson cont.inued his activities, and 
during the decade other operators were R. Brown, S. Perry, Arthur 
McArthur, and Daniel Hilliard, dl of whom combined lumbering 
witb other occupations. Tbe Shield, that had so frustrated the efforts 
of the first settlers, now poured forth ils wedth into rivers choked 
wjth logs. Pakenham Mountain was crowned witl~ magnificent 
pines; and elsewhere in the township, notably dong the Indian II 

Rtuer, were great pineries of first-class timber. Tbe Xlidian River, , 

like so many others down which timber was driven, had to be taken 
at the flood to gel the log, out safely. Dams at strategic points to 
hold the water, and slides to take the timbers by the dams aod 
throtigh the fails and rapids, facditated the drive to the Mississippi. 
Some operators along the lndian River, fearful of logs st;ckin& 
teamed thejr timber ro tbe navigable Mississippi; others wbo couid 
d o r d  to take the risk preferred to drive their logs. 

On the northeast side of Pakenham Mountain rhe situation was 
somewhat different. Here there were no streams 0owing uito the 
Mississippi large enougb to float out tirnber. ln consequence al1 
the Jogs trom the hiHs had to be hauled to the river. At a latex 
period, and perhaps as early as the 1 8401s, hauliag routes were well 
defined. Roughly, one road came d o m  £rom the viciniîy of lots 
16, 17, and 18, Concession 6, thou& Lots 18 ro beyond the 10th 
Concession and sourhward between the 11th and 12th h e s  to the 
valley behind cemetery hiU in Pakenham Village. T h e  road then 



ran d o m  ihis valley to the river; the logs were deposited on the 
ice of the Bay to await the break-up. The lower part of tbis rroad 
also served a lumber camp in the vicinity of Lots 15 and 16, 
Concessjon 10. Another road came from a lumber camp situated 
about Lots 13 and 14, Concessions 7 and 8. Tt proceeded south- 
ivard tbrough a vaUey and turued norheast io follow (approxi- 
mately) the borders of Lots 12 and 13 and join the first roads 
behind cemeteV bdl. Everywhere in the townsfüp logs were behg 
teamed out by road or, in spring, were adoat on the numerous 
srreams. Tjmber from lndian River poured into the Mississippi- 
a Stream already carqljng a heavy freight from its upper reaches. 
And, of course. the logs from the fabulous pineries of the Mada- 
waska, Calabogie Lake, and Constan Creek passed rhrougb the 
extttrerne nonh corner of Pakenham Township by way of the Mada- 
waska River. 

AU the timber from the upper Mississippi had to pass tbrough 
the slide at ihe faUs at Pakenhain Village. 1t would not be supris- 
ing if the teacher in the log schooihouse had trouble keeping smaU 
boys in çchool when a drive arrived in the Bay. Çlides had a tremen- 
dous f ~ c i n a t i o n ;  and where slides to accommodate cribs were a 
necessity it was a thrill of a liletime to ride the cribs and be drenched 
witii spray on the wiid ride. Accidents at the slides were, unfor- 
tunarely, aU roo frequent, and in July 1841, ar Firzroy Harbour, 
George Buchanan was a vjciirn.'.O He had gone down to his slide 
to inspect some repairs that had been made and while standing on 
a boom watcliing the cribs of timber descend he was struck by an 
oar. 

3 : Polit ical and Mutzicipal Aflairs 
Against this drama~ic  background of seething activity in the 

woods, on the river, and around the clearings, the village grew and 
prospexed. Political, relisous, cultural, and social Me all made 
phenomenal growth during the early 1840's. The decade bcgan 
auspiciously with a public meeting held on January 7, 1840, to take 
cognizance of the appointment of a new Governor Generd, Charles 
Poulett Thomson (Baron Sydenham). Such appointments always 
provided the inhabitants of Upper Canada with an opportunity to 
welcome the Queen's representative, io comment on measures par- 
ticularly grarifying, and to point up long-standing grievances. There 

was ample opportunity for comment in this era of drastic govem- 
mental change. In February 1839 Lord Durham had submitted to 
the Queen his compxehensive "Report on tbe Anairç of British 
No& Amerka;"' and in Seprember and October Lord John Russell 
had made s i ~ c a m t  suggestions regarding the conduct of &airs in 
Canada m the newIy appoinied Governor.Vn common with nejgh- 
bouring townships, tberefore, Pakenham lost no time in recording 
her views and s e n h g  them Io M1illiam Moms, resident a t  Perth, 
for fowarding. Undtr date of January 8, 1840, a letter was aiso 
addressed to the editor of ibe Courier wliich read: 

"Dear Sir: 
"At a meeting cdled and held yesterday the annexed Address 

was unanimously adopted and 1 was requested as Chairman to for- 
ward a Copy Io you if you thought proper ro insert jt in your paper. 

1 rcmain, 
Yours Truly, 

(Sigried) Andrcw Dickson 
"Pakenbam, Jan. Gth 1840 

"To His Excellency tbe Righi Honourable Charles Pouleri Thonipson 
Governor Cenerd of Her Majesty's Colonics of British N o ~ h  
America. 
"May i t  Please Your Excellency, 

"We the loyal inhabitants of the towiiship of Pakenham in the 1 
Batburst District beg leave to congratulate your l-lxcellency on your 
arriva1 amongst us, and your success in giving confidrnce Io the 
British Constitutionaiists by the measures brought fonilard by your 
Excellency, namely in the Union of the Canadas on principles of 
equal justice to al1 Her Majesty's subjects. 
"We feel the utmost pleasure in expressing to your Excellency, 

tbe confidence are repose in your Exceliency and Her Majesty's 
Minisier's doing us ainple justice, an earnest of which Ive see jn the 
truly British pririciples expressed in the Despatch of Lord John 
Russell of date 16th October last, the fruits of alhich are already 
apparent, in the able support which your Excellency's measures have 
received from the Officers of the Crown in tbis Province, and which 
we trust will continue to give, m d  thereby act in harrnony with the 
~visbes and feelings of the people. 

"We likewise rejoice to sec that Her Majesty has withheld Her 
Royal asseot fram tbe Clergy Reinvestrueat Bill as your Excellency 
justly observes thal the Provincial Legislatue must bave more correct 
information as to the wmts and general opinions of society in this 
country &han the Imperia1 Parliamenr. aod we feel confidenr if rhe 



people of this Province were appealed io bj' a dissolution of Par- 
Iiament, your Excellency's views on this vital subject would be fully 
borne oui. 

"We would furthet wish LO address your Excellency on that ail 
important subject of education, which we are sony 10 sag is in a 
deplorable state, more especially in this and newly settled portions of 
the counuy, whole townships beiog witbout a school Sr it is ON 
settled conviction Lhat the Clergy Reserves that bone of contention 
couid not be more wisely applied than for the purpose of general 
ed ucation . 

"We would fmher suggest to your Exceltency tbe propriety of 
lowering the price of Crown Lands sa as to induce the British emi- 
grants to setlle in out owo colony in place of the United States. 

(Signed) Andxew Dickson 
"And signed by eiglity others of this ~onlnship of Pakenham."a 

The McNab settles had also addressed a loyal petition to the 
new Governor General, and they, too, had an axe to grind. though 
of a different metal. They spoke at some length of the proposal to 
link the Ottawa wiih Lake Huron, stating that this would speed 
communication between the city of Montreal and Lake Huron and 
proside a route to the Great Lakes at least 280 miles sliorter tàm 
that then in use. Tliey contiriued: "We perceive by our h c a l  
position on the  banks of the Great Channel of Canadian commerce, 
that whjle oiher portions of this Province are undergoing great 
irnprovements, the Ottawa is suffered by the Provincial Govern- 
ment, to remain in its natural unirnproved state, owing, as we 
imagine, r O the baneful influence of [sicl men denominated the 
"Family Compact" have over the hanc ia l  and territorial concerns 
of Upper Canadau4  

These tvere strong words and no doubt the Governor General 
was inundated wirh similar petitions, nevertheless his oEce found 
time to reply couaeously. The Pakenham address brought the 
following acknowledgeinent, througli Mr. Morris, and was publishcd 
in the Courier: 

"1 am commandcd by the Governor-General to acknowledge the 
address from the inliabitants of Packeiiham which accompanied your 
letrer to me of the 13th Instant. 

"His Excellency desires me to request that you will convey to 
the Gentlemen who signed Ihis address lus thanks for the expression 
of their confidence in his adminisvation, His Excellency is bavppy 
rsicl to find that the measure of re-union rneets with rheir approbation, 
and he wusts that the result of that measure may be to promote the 
prosperity of rhis part of Hcr Majesty's dominions. 

"In respect to tbe subject of Education the Governor General is 
fully alive to the deficiencies aow existiag, and to the importance of 
providing mems for the instruction of the people, and he will be , 

ready to co-operaie with the Lucal Legislalure, in any well comidered 
mesure for tbat purpose."J 

Andrew Dickson bad chaired the meeting at which the address 
had been prepared, and rhere is ample evidence that at this period 
he was emerging as the leading citizen of the township. Haydon 
says that at a meeting (held presumably in 1840) the people of 
the community nomhated Mr. Dickson to represent them in the 
next ele~tion.~ AIthough the cboice of his township, he apparentiy 
did not receive the County nomination, for when Parliament was 
assembled on April 8, 1841, Lanark was represented by Mdcolm 
Cameron.' Mr. Cameron made his stand clear in a letter to "The 
Reformers of Lanark." "At this crisis, as one who has wjth you, 
long carnplained of corniption, partiality, and uadue Executive 
influence; f rejoice to h d  our opinions, once denounced as treason- 
able and rebeuious, openly advocated by the Govemment, and I 
rejoice that you appear with me, ready to put confidence in the 
pxesent administration, and sustain it so long as its practice s h d  
be in accordance with ils professjons."%r. Cameron continued 
as Member until 1848, when Robert Bell took his place in the 
Legislative Assembly. In 1851 James Shaw was the representative 
for Lanark and remained in the Assembly until 1854.@ 

Although Mr. Dickson was never elected to Parliament, he 
servcd his Cnunry in other capacities. At tbis period (1842) the 
District Council of the Bathurst District, at which each township 
of the District was represented by a District Chunciilor, met at 
Perth. I n  the Minutes of the  Freeholders for Pakenham Township 
of January 3, 1842. rhe elecrion of Andrem. Dickson to the District 
Coiincil is reponcd briefly an8 unemotionally : "Candidates for the 
office of District Councilior. Andrew Dickson, Esq., Proposed by 
David Oglvie, Seconded by Wugh Dickson. James Scott, Proposed 
by Thonias McKibbon and seconded by Thomas mis .  Andrew 
Djckson, Esq., duly elected, the pole standing at the close, for 
Andrew Dickson, Esq., 72 votes for James Scott, 24 votes. Majority 
in favour of Mr. Dickson being 4S."1° 

The Coctrier of February 8, 1842, under the headiog "District 
Council Electjon at Pakenham Milis" éjves a much more spirited 
accouni of MT. Dickson's election. The Courier States that a prc- 
liminary meeting had been held at which Mr. Dickson was the 
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On his return joumey Mr. Bell travelled by way of the Missis- 
sippi for the last par1 of his trip to Pakenbam. 

"Haif my way was on land," he savs, " i b e  other on the river 
Mississippi. The sleighing was good, and in an hout and a half, I 
traveiied tbe disiance. A t h a a  had commenccd, and part of the way 
i t  rained hard; and when 1 got Lo Mr. Dickson's at Pakenham Mills, 
where I was 10 preach, 1 was wld and wet. Tbere I found tbat Mr. 
Dickson, during my absence, had been severely lamed by a healy 
mast he had been assisring to get to the river. His knee had ben 
j a m e d  by the mas1 and dreadfull y bruised, and yet no boncs broken. 

"AL 3, worship began, in the new churcb. Tbe pulpit had been 
just put up, and I was the first to occupy it. The congregation scemed 
small, in so large a place; for b e  rain bad kept away rnany, and the 
con~munion that day at Ramsay perhaps had deiaiaed more. Soon 
after 1 began to preach, a vivid Rash of lighlening [sicl made some 
start, wbile a loud peal of tbunder made the building vemble. Mean- 
time, the load of snow on the roof, being loosened by the rain, rushed 
down, first on the one side, and then on the other with a noise like 
thunder, and a force tbat shook the church to ifs fouudaiion. Alter 
preaching. 1 visited D. McDonald, who had been suddenly taken il1 
at the tavern. At 6, I preached again, in thc school house, to a good 
congregarion. 

"On Monday moming, 1 set out on rny way h o r n ~ . " ~  

Meanwhile, in Scotland, the Reverend A!exander Mann "was 
ordained in the Church of Scotland and des ipa ted  by the Colonial 
Cornmittee of rhat body to undertake mission work arnong the 
Preçbyrerian settlers in Canada. He chose as a centre for his 
missjonaq~ labors the thriving village of that urne on the banks of 
the Mississippi, now called after the township of Pakenham. The 
field of labor cut out for him by the Canadian church was the 
extensive district compris in^ the five townships of Pakenliam, Fitz- 
roy, Torbolton, McNab and Honon ,  with preaching stations at 
different points throughout these municipalities."" 

The Courier of June 4, 1840, carried an account of Mr.  Mann's 
induction, copied from the Aberdeeir Herald: "The Reu. Alexander 
Mann, who sailed from this port in May last. was jnducted on the 
16th of February. to the charge to which he was nominated by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. The services were 
conducted in ihe Churcli of Packenliam, Bathurst Dis~r ic t ,  Upper 
Canada. The Rev. Mr. Romanes preached an excellent and appro- 
priate discourse from 1st Cor. ii, 1. 5, inclusive. The Pastor was 
thereafter addressed by the  Rev. Mr. McAllister, and the people 

by the Rev. Mr. Wilson. This was a most harmoniow settlemerit; 
the very crowded and respectable congregation, at tbe condusion 
of wonhip, welcomed the Minister wjth the  utmost ~ordiality."~ 

The same issue of the Courier announced tbe birth of a son to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mann a t  Pakenham on the 21st of May. 

With the advent of Mr. Mann, thc Krk Session of Pakenham 
requested a list of the members of the Ramsay church residiag in 
Pakenham Township. The moderator granted the iist, with certi- 
ficates of their membership in good standing, and the Pakenham 
congregation was c o ~ s t i t u t e d . ~ "  

in January 1841 Mr. Bell paid another vjsit to the Pakeuham 
Presbyterians. As usual he stopped over at Carleton Place. Unfor- 
tunately his account of this visit is disappointingly brief. 

"Next morning," he says, "1 s m e d  at 7, and after cdling al Mr. 
Fairbairn's, on my way, in spite of the cahots, of which the road was 
full, 1 reached Mr. Mann's at I l ,  which at once relieved his mind; 
for he was so anxious about my coming, that he had no1 slept any 
the night bcfore. 

"Ai 12 I preached in the church, to a very nurnerous, and atten- 
tive audience. T h e  singinç was excellent. After the congregation 
was dismisçed I had a meeting with the trustees, and transacted the 
busincss on which I had been sent. We ihen dined at hdr. Mann's, 
and spent the evening a t  Mt. Dickson's."ll 

The presentations made to Mc. Mann early in his ministry at 
Pakenliam indicaie thac be enjoyed the respect and affection of his 
people. In the summer of 1841 the ladies of Pakenham Mills pre- 
sented him with a handsome pulpit Bible and Psalm Book; and the 
Presbflerjans of Horton, McNab, and Pakenham gave hjm an 
excellent riding horse-a necessity for  any minister of the times." 
T h e  Fitzroy Harbour congregation was not far behind for in the 
following year the ladies there presented him with a silk gown.13 
Like Mr. Mulkins. Mr. Mann not only cared for his wide-spread 
flock but took a prominent part in organizing tlie schools of the 
township. 

Unlike the conerepaiions of the ChurcIi of England and the 
Presbyterian Church, whose clergy were reçident in Pakenham, tlie 

i " hllethodists may srill have depended upon itinerant missionaries 
and until 1849 Pakcnham continued to be pan of the Mississippi 
Circuit. The first Mechodist church in Pakenham, a commodious 

1 frame structure, \vas built in 1841 or 1 S47.I4 It was served by the 
, - following: 1 840 and 184 1 .  Alvah Adams and Reuben E. Tupper;  



1842, John Gemley and George Goodson; 1843, George Goodsoo 
and Ephraim B. Harper; 1844, Ozias Barber md George Bepon; 
1845, George Beynon; 1846 and 1847, James Hughes; 1848, 
William Chapman and Benjamin NankevjIle. In  1849 Carleton 
Place and Pakenham were forrned into a circuit, with Benjamin 
Wankeville and Tbomas Hanna as missionaries; and in 1850 
Thomas W. Constable aud Richard Wilson looked after the 
Circuit.'" 

Camp meetings continued to be  popular among the Methodists, 
and leaders of the Church still called to the minisfry likely lay 
preachers who showed special gifts of eloquence or  piety. The 
calling of such a young man is described by Jobn Caml i  in "Case 
aiid His Coremporaries." The year is 1 84 1-42. 

"Plantagenet was to be supplied by Ozias Barber, a young man 
from the h w e r  Onawa counry; E. B. Harper, was to corne from 
Penh to Osgoode; and the Mississippi circuit was to fumish the 
supply for Richmond. The first two came promptly to tbeir work; 
not so with the third. 1 wrote for him and waited. and so far lost my 
patience that i f  1 could have found another preacher available. 1 
sbould certainly have employed him. And i f  so, we would probably 
have lost one of Our ablest men for ever. Such was the extreme 
distnist of bimself, with whicb this younç man entered on tbe 
minisw. At lengtb, however, he came. He u1as a native of Ireland, 
of good old Methodist parents, had been enured io the hardships of 
bush-farming and lumbering al  Packenham, and the parts adjacent, 
and his advantages for liberal education had no1 been such as some 
of the older mernbers of rbe family had enjoyed. These drawbacks, 
joined to unfeigned natural diffidcnce, were rbe grouncis of his dis- 
m s t  of his cornpeiency for the work. But al1 who bad knowledge 
of the massive powers of his mind, sound sense, sincere piety, exem- 
plary conduct, and powerlul utterances in prayer, and exhortation 
of lomes Eliior1,-for it is of hini we are writing-were convinced 
that i f  ne were once fully commilted to the work md to study, he 
would very soon give a good account of himself. Events confirmed 
ihc reasonableness of these especrations. He look amazingly at once 
on his circuit, and rose higher and higher; and a i th  his marked fidelity 
to his coJleagues. hc hcld up the hands of his superintendcnt. After 
a time, 1 got a sight of him, and fmnd him a siout young man of 
twenry-three, wlio seemed more like felling a rree ban gracing a 
pulpit, clad, as he was, in no clerical parb. was often absent from 
Bytown in looking after tbe distxict; and in those absences had to 
supply my pulpir by the young preachers froni the surrounding cir- 
cuils, among whom, thougb al1 did well. none were so acceptable as 
brother Elliott."'F 

Four years later James EUiott was "received into full connexion 
with the  Confercncc and ordained."'T 

During the forlies serious troubles overtook borh the Presby- 
terian and Church of England congregations. In 1846 the Presby- 
terian church burned down under circumstances that must have 
incensed its adberents. 

"We are informed," says the Co~trier report of the dissster, "bar 
the fîre originated in the following manner: It appears that Mrs. 
Choss-ber husband being out at the tirne-was occupied ia mbbing 
her leg wirh higb wioes, and alIowed her hand ( witb which she was 
applying tbe liquid) to corne in contact witb the ligbted candle, which 
enveloped it in a £lame. To save her haod from being burat, she 
h s t  it into the bed-cloths on an adjoiniag bed, but had only the 
effect of communicariag the flame to them witbout extinguishing jt. 
No water being bandy, the jug coniaining lhe hi& wiaes was emptied 
on the bedclothes ru pui rhe jlarnc ou!! but, as any one migbt have 
supposed by a monient's reflection, it had quite the opposite effect, 
and soon enveIoped the whole bouse in flames."ls 

The nearby Presbyterian church cauglit fire and, since many 
of the faithful were on scattered f ams  miles from the village and 
the villagers were too busy saving rheir own hornes, the church was 
lost. Mr. Mann was not discouraged. He Iiad procured nearby 
property from Mr. Carsweii fox a manse and on  this land a rough 
log building was hastily erected to seme as temporary house of 
worship for the congregation. 

Meanwhile discussions went on concerning the site and con- 
struction of a ncw church,lu and it was ûnaiiy decided to buiid of 
stone on the old site. For some reason Mr. Dickson had reserved 
the quarry stone for otber purposes, at amy rate jt was not available 
to the builders, and rhey had to look elsewhere for  material. About  
a mile from the village on the rond to Almonte there is an outcrop- 
piog of sandstone ]yin3 parailel to h e  river. The owner, Mr.  David 
Ogdvy, opened a quarq?  here and with the assistance of the church 
mernbers secured enough slone for the church. The cornmittee was 
not entirely satisfied with tlie appearance of the stone, nevertheless 
it wm hauled to the Kirk bill, and construction commenced. Tbe 
new church accommodaied 150 people; i t  had the high pulpit and 
straight-backed pews typical of the  period. 

The Reverend Mr. Mann remaimed as minister of the Scottisb 
church in Pakenham for  more than 40 years; he died in 1884. His 



residence siood across the valley £rom the church, on "MaryhiU" 
(so-named for Mrs. Mann), on the West side of the river overlook- 
ing the Bay. 

Tbe dBculties in tlie Church of England were of a more deiicare 
nature. The proposed Rebellion Losses Bili was one of the burning 
issues of the day and Andrew Dickson had taken bis stand in a 
public meeting at Perth. Mr. M u k s  went stilt Earther. Through 
the Press, in June, 1849, he defended the Govemor General in his 
signing of the Bill.:'o 

Mr. Mulkins continucd to edarpe upon his view in subsequent 
issues of the Courier, and of course stirred up the usual s tom.  He 
was severely cnticized by other newspapers and his cangregation 
protesied to tlie Bishop on his behaviour. The Bishop was üiclined 
to be tolerant and to cail hk actions a passing indiscretion. Such 
was the dissension in tlie parjsh, however, that there seerned no 
alternative but to sever MY. Mulkins' connection wjth the c o u p -  
gations of Fitzroy and Pakenham. He was later appointed chaplain 
of the penitentiary ai Kingston. 

During the 1840's there \vas still no Roman Catholic church in 
Fakenbarn"' md the members of this faith were apparently looked 
after by the Huntley church. When the Census of 1851 was taken, 
however, a frame church ihat \vould seat 300 people was bei.ng 
built on Victoria Street on lots donated by Andrew Dickson. l n  
F e b r u q  1 852 Monsignor Guigues made a pastoral visir to Paken- 
ham and said mass in the sbop of the cabinet maker, Mr. Donahue. 
In his accouot of the visit he cornmented on the beauty of the village, 
the scarcity of Roman Catholics, and the probable completion of 
the churcb withia six monthç. Fitzroy subsequently asked to be 
elevated to a parish. This change was made and Pakenham became 
a mission of Fitzroy under the Reverend Bernard McFeely. The 
church at Pakenham was attended and partially supportai by 
Catholic families from the border of Fitzroy Township. 

5 : The Sckools and 11ze School Conzmissiomrs 
The Cornmon School Biil of 1841' placed the management of 

the township schools in the han& of £ive school commksionen, one 
of whom was to be the District CounciUor. The cornmissioners 
were to choose and acquire building sites, visit the schools, and to 
superintend ihe classes and schoolhouses. They were ernpowered 

to appoint and remove teachers, to make estimates relative to rbe 
schools, and to gant warrants to the township clerk for moneys 
required. They could exempt needy indivjduals from paying fees, 
up to the number of ten in each school district. It was also rheir 
duty to preserve minutes of their proceedings, to report annudy 
to the District Council, and 10 deliver all ofijcial documents to their 
StiCCeSS0rs. 

Meauwhlle, on June 16, 1841, a public meeting had been held 
at Pakcnhanl to draw up regdations in connection with the mage 
school. T h e  Reverend Alexander Mann was present. The regula- 
tions adopted at that meeting give an interesting picture of the 
schools of the day. They were: 

"1st. At the commencement of every meeting, a hom shdl 
be souaded, as a s ipa l  for the scholars to conveoe. 

"2nd. Hours of atrendance £rom 10 ro 4, with an intenial of 
15 minules, and 5 in rhe course of the former, and 5 in the latter 
rnee~ing. 

"3rd. The daily business of the school, on al1 occasions, to 
begin and end with prayer. 

"4th. Afier worsbip, on repearing a portion of Scrjptures pre- 
viously prescribed, the puph  shall receive instructions in ortho- 
praphy, reading, pramrnar, writing, axithrnetic, and geography, 
according to their respective capacities, special attention being paid 
to mentai arithmetic, and promiscuous questions on useful subjects. 

"5th. The exercise of Saturday to consist of a repetition of 
the weekiy lessons, with questions on the firçt principles of Chris- 
tianity. 

"6th. The school to be publicly examined quarterly, the first 
examination to be in September ensuing. 

"7rh. On tbe day of examination the visitors shaii be furnished 
by the Teacher, with an accurate account of the nunber atlending, 
and of the individuals who have disthguished themselves, for 
general good conduct, or proficiency in their studies, as also of 
other matter tending to promote the efficiency of the school. 

"8th. The school Eund CO be a pound per annum, with balf a 
cord of fire wood, or  two and six pence, the former payable in 
Februq, and the latter on or before the first of Decernber. 

"9th. The teacher shaii keep a supply of approved books, to 
be sold to the pupiîs as occasion may rquire.  

" 10th. For purcbasing maps and other dassic apparatus' for 
general use, each subscnber s h d  advance an additional. six pence."' 



These, then, were the rules brought forth thac day. Tbey were 
discussed one by one, unanimously adopted, and the meeting closed, 
as it had opened, with prayer. 

The Courier, in printing the resolutions, comrnented approv- 
ingly : 

"It is pleaçing to see a community taking an active interest in 
the welfare of the young. Such efforts ment every encouragement, 
and in the event of a Legislative enactment being made, relative to 
the education of the risiag generation, sucb zeal ought not to be 
overlooked. Besides, the thriving village of Packenharn seems weU 
6tted for a training school on an exalted scale. . . . And now that 
the matter is to be discussed in high places, it is hoped the claims 
of this village wiU be brought into view, and its cause efiectuaiiy 
ad~ocated."~ 

The inhabitants of Pakenham had reason to be concerned about 
education. The population of the village a t  184S4 was close to 200, 
of which about 50 were bctween the ages of five and fourteen. Of 
the 1.1 42 people in the township, some 300 were in the school-age 
group. These chüiildren were in four schooI divisions. The village 
school division, in addition to tbe 50 potential pupils in the village, 
could draw another 50 from the surrouridinp countryside, with a 
fairly even distribution as between girls and boys. Not al1 of tbese 
children, were, of course, able to attend. Only those whose parents 
could afford the tuition could bc sure of a place in the schools. 

Ar the annual meeting"of the freeholders and householders of 
Pakenharn Townshp beld on January 3, 1842, the Reverend Alex- 
ander Mann, die Reverend Hannibal Mulkins, Mr. John O'Connor, 
Mr. James Scott, and Mr. David Ogiivy were apyointed school 
commissioners. On March 23, 1842,G these met and elected Mr. 
David Ogdvy chairman. For the next tivo years the commissioners 
u7ere busy men. Tbeir 6rst task was to visir the first, second, and 
third divisions in the township and report on sites for schoolhouses. 
Two cornrnissioaers were to visit each division. Notices were dso 
put in the Bylown and Perlh papers; that published in the Courier 
read: 

"Persons desirous of becomhg Teachers of Common Schools 
in Pakenham Township, are requested to attend a meeting of tbe 
Commissioners a t  Pakenham Mills, on the 15th of April next, ar 
1 O oclock, A.M. 

By order of the Cornmissioners, 
(Siped) James Connery, Clerk."' 

On A p d  15 the commissioners met in tbe village school and 
presented their reports, made future plans, axid ex&ed candi- 
dates. 10 Division 1 tbey were to apply for the site of a schooibouse; 
in Division 2 they were to waiz on Mr. Comery to procure a deed 
for the schooIhouse site, the site io be 50 feet square; and in Division 
3 they were to try to get an acre for the school and were to suggest 
that the inhabitants erect a scboolhouse 20 by 20 feet, wjth 9 feet 
betwcen the fioors and 3 windows each with 24 lights. The roof 
was to be shiogled. 

The commissioners exarnhed and approved Mr. Andtew Dick- 
son, Mr. Thomas Ellis, Mr. Duncan Ferguson, and Mr. Jas Connery 
as teachers. The chairman was to meet with the two cIergymea at 
Mrs. MacFarlane's Inn on the 19th to draw up a course of study 
aud d e s  for the schools, and standards of attainment for teachers. 
They were ais0 to apply to the Distnct Council for funds to put 
the School Act in operation. Estirnates of expenditures for each 
division were: Division 1, &4; Division 2 ,  £ 5 ;  Division 3, £ 10; 
and Division 4, 2 12/10. 

Wben the school commissioners met on June 7, tbey approved 
the foiiowjng rules drawn up by Mr. Ogiivy, Mr. Mann, and Mr. 
Mulkms: 

" 1  s i  Every reacher sball be a man of good moral characier, 
competent to teach the prescribed course, shall apply for the school 
in his osrn handwriting, and furnish proper testirnonids of char- 
acter. 

"2nd No distinction shall be made in regard to religion, and 
each Teacher shal1 be free to prefer what communion he pleases, 
but no Teacher shall be aliowed to make hirnself a partisan in either 
religion or politics. 

"3rd The school shall open with prayer, as the Comrs. do 
decide. (The superintendent to be writren to on rhis mle by Revd 
H. Muikins). 

"4th Each Teacher sliaii teach his School five hours each day, 
viz three in the morning, and two in the aftemoon, with one hours 
jniervai at least in the rniddle of the day, 6ve days & a half per 
week, 12 lunar months per year, making his vacaiions semi-annu- 
ally, two weeks each. 

"5th Each teacber shali keep a catalogue of the attendadce, 
behaviour, and progress of tbe scholm, according to a plan to be 
provided by the Comrs., according to which plan the school shaU 
be conducted-and in punishing the scholars, the teacber shaii 



only be allowed IO use upon rheir han&, a piece of leatber, & Lhen 
he sball make a note of the punishmenr, the number of blows given, 
and aiso the cause of their a c t i o n ,  to be given to the Comrs., it 
k i n g  their intention to substitute as soon as possible, moral disci- 
pline only, for physical correction. 

"6th That all accusations against the Teachers s h d  be made 
formally in writing, to tbe Comrs., by the persons so accusimg, and 
handed to the chairman, for their consideration." 

Such were the d e s .  The commissioners also proposed a com- 
prehensive range of subjects including speüing, reading, composi- 
tion, wrihg, arithmetic, bookkeeping, geography, grammar, geo- 
merry, naiural philosophy, and history. It is noteworthy that the 
Bible was one of the temç prescribed for both readjag m d  hisiory. 
Later the commissioners adopted as an afterthought a seventh rule 
to the effect "That al1 Teachers shall suppress di whspering and 
noise in thejr schools." 

It was the duty of the commissionexs to visit the scbools from 
t h e  ro t ime and this they did in pairs. One of tbe pair was aiways 
one of the two clergymen who looked after the "spiritual" needs 
of the scholars; the layman attended to the "temporalities." A 
vexing problem seems to have been wbether or not the catechisms 
should be taught, aod hiù iy  jt was agreed tbat they should not be 
introduced at  present. The form of prayer to be adopted for use 
in the scbools moniing and evening was to be furnished to each 
teacher. 

In Au,wt 1842 Mr. John Cary was examined and approved 
as a teacber; he began his work in. Division 3. On September 30 
Mr. Mann visited bis school and found that he had 18 scholars, 
and îhat the schoolhouçe was indeed 20 feet square as planned. 
The windows, though not Ln, were ready. 

Meanwhde the teachers of the District were holding meetings 
from time to tirne at Pertb and Carleton Place to discuss educational 
matters and protect their ORTI interests. As reported by the Courie9 
resolutions drawn up in 1843 jncluded theçe: (1) ttiat rhe salary 
be not less rhan &50 (2) that ieachers be paid half yearly and 
(3) that eacll school district be required to purchase four acres of 
Iand and erect a house thereon for the use of the teacher, adjacent 
to the schoolhouse. Underçtandabljr the system of iiving around 
wjth the various families left something to be desired. 

The fact that a man was considered a fit and proper person to 
teach did not mean that he autornatically had the job. On January 

9, 1843, the commissioners agreed tbat W. Cary, who had been 
teaching in Division 3, should kach in the village school provided 
he could "raise" 25 scbolars at 5 shilliogs a quarter. Evidently Mx. 
Cary had the necessaq enterprise for a week later be attended the 
meeting of the commissioners a d  presented a documenr showing 
that 27 children would attend tbe school under his tuition. It was 
agreed that he should be appointed teacber "being liable to dismissal 
whenever tbe Comrs. thinb: proper." Later in the winter Mr. Cary 
was asked by the commissioners to write to each of the parents 
sending chidren to school requestbg them to sead in one fourth 
of a cord of h w o o d  for each chilci 

In 1843 Mr. Thomas Eiiis replaced Mr. Odvy as a school 
comrnissioner, and Mr. Mann became chairman of the grgroup. In 
îhat year the commissioners appear to have àad a tenuous hold on 
their positions. At the m u a l  meeting of the freeholders on January 
2, 1843, it had been decreed that the school commissioners should 
be re-elected provisionally but that "'tàey were not to act unless the 
School Act be amende4 so as it can be wrought more to the satis- 
faction of themselves and the inhabitants."Wevertheless the mm- 
missioners coatinued to cary on, 14sjting the school reguiarly over 
roads that took a horse "10 the beUy every few rod~."~"he roads 
in McNab Township were considered bad, but, according to one 
wriîsr, the section of the road in Pakenham Township between the 
Madawaska and Pakenham Mills would leave such an impression 
on the traveiier that be wodd be "long past remembering any thhg 
about the roads in McNab."'l 

The estabiishment of a Grammar School in Pakenbam was also 
under consideration in 1843. In June the school commissioners 
took note of this possibility in two resolutions: 
"(1 ) That the Cows. afier considering the advantages of having 
a Grammar School established in this place, regard it as a matter 
of hi@ importance, and therefore approve of the exertions made by 
the Couccillor for the Towaship to secure the establishment of one 
amongst us. 
" (2) That it being a question of great wnsidcration, it is extremely 
desirable to have tbe opinion of the people of the Township on the 
subject, and therefore deem it advisable to have a pubIic meeting 
of the Inhabitants, to express their views on the matter, and that 
this public meeting shall be called by the CouciJior, at as early a 
period as convenient, and that in order to a full understanding of 



the matier, the Revd. H. Mulkins is hereby authorized to com- 
municaie witb the GOM. for the purpose of obtainjng £1111 infoma- 
tion on the marter." 

One of the last recorded acts of the scliool commissioners was 
zo examine m d  approve Robert C. Mills and Henry Robinson as 
teacbers "of their respective schools." J3is aras in August 1843. 
On September 11, 1844, the inhabitants of School District NO. 4 
(the village school) met and appointed school trustees. The oath 
of office read: 

"We Smith Coleman, Charles Royce and James Quigley, Trus- 
tees of the Cornmon School District No. 4 in the Township of 
Pakenham do sincerely promise and swear, tbat we will faithfuily 
and diligently do and perform the duties appertaining to the office 
of said Tmtees as mentioned ia. the School Bill, passed in the 
seventh year of lier present Majesty's Reign." 

Thus tbe &airs of the village school passed out of the hands 
of the clergy into the keeping of the village tanner, the carding miIl 
operator, and the cabinet maker. 

6 :  Lawbrcakers and Lawmakers 
In  this decade tlie Mississippi, like the Ottawa, no doubt l-iad 

i t s  bands of lawless rivemen, and Pakenham, in common with 
other viUages dong its banks, was probably the scene of consider- 
able vandalism and crime. This uras of seasonal duration, holvever, 
unlikc the ever-present problem of drudenness and lawlessness so 
prevalent in pioneer settlements where iiiîcit taverns did a lucrative 
business. Of such taverns Pakenham Township seemç ro have had 
more tlian ils share. Indeed, througl~out the whole Bathurst District 
the temperance issue was apparently a Iive one. Frequendy the 
Press of the  day published long controversies on the subject, and 
in 1 841 a correspondent of the Courier drew the ire of many sub- 
scribers ahen be artempted to anaiyze the business of tavern-keep- 
ing in Pertb. 

The wrjter estimated that  of the 15 tavern keepers who had 
carried on business there in the previous eight or ten years, 8 were 
dninkardç-as were the wives of many of them-and the others 
had g v e n  up in disgiist. He commented: '-matever tbe cause may 
be, it is evident thai t his business is not so profitable nor respect able, 
nor conducive to mords, as the generality of the other occupations 
carried on. 

"Xt would almost seem as i£ the divine blcssing was withheld 
hom the business. and as if the Almighty signi6ed Iiis disapproba- 
tion of it, by visible tokens of his displeasure in the persom or 
families, or fortunes of those by whom it is pursued"l 

T b  and other comments in fhe same vein brought forth indig- 
amt rebuttals in defence of the taverns: "As well might tbsy be 
accused of s h o o t e  a man because tbey had sold him a gun," 
declared one indignant defender, "or of nicking his jugular because 
they had sold hiol a hife or a razor, or of poisoning him because 
they had sold him laudanum, by the improper use of any of wbich 
the purchaser had committed suicide . . . it is a n a m w  minded 
and unfair view to look upon a Tavern as a place for dnaking ody .  
They are the Famer's Town residences, where they are welcomed 
and well atiended to while tbey conduct themselves with propnety. 
Tbere are no human institutions, however pure in purpose or 
benevolent in design but may and have been pro~tituted."~ 

Pakenham's answer to the current problem of dninkenness was 
to organize a temperance s ~ i r e e , ~  to demonstrate in a practical way 
that if "ardent spirits" were banished from social parties, enjoymeni 
would be p a t e r ,  k i n d y  feeling promoted, and information extend- 
ed. The soiree was held on M a c h  18, 1842, and according to the 
account was weU atrended by inhabitants from far and near. The 
Reverend Alexander Mann opened the soiree with prayer, and the 
Reverend Hannibal Mulkins returned thanlis for the repast. 
Speeches were delivered, a band suppiied the music and, since the  
Company did no1 break up until rnoraing, additional refreshmeats 
were senred from time to time. Those who pdjcipated proaounced 
it a peat success, and the money was set aside in aid of puichasing 
a bel1 for the Presbyterian church. 

Whatever the eRect of such gaiherings on the temperance siru- 
ation in Pakenham Village, they seem to have been singuldy in- 
effectuai in tlie outei reaches of the township, witness the account 
of a very th i r sy  uaveUer who passed tlirough on his way from 
Broch~iile to White Lake in August, 1846. 

We join him on the road from Almonte: 
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"1 now siarted for Packenhain, and on my way called at Snedden's 
Horel, which i s  kept in as good a style as ans couorry lan in ibc 
Provioce, the landlord appears ta be an in telligeat man, and one who 
is every way 6tted for business. Arrived at Packenham, I perceived 
that the Presbperian Church and some old buildings beronging to 
Mn. McFarhrie and Sheriff Dickson, were burnt down, the only new 



feature the viliage prcsented. Proceeding onward, 1 stopped at the 
bouse of Mt. k Curry, who keeps as good an Lnn as I met with in 
my travels; 1 inquired of the landlord conceming my next stage, 
when bc told me I could not go asbay, as tbere were plenty of 
Taverns on my road; leaving îhis, 1 advanced Lhrough a rough rocky 
phe country and a miserable road for about six miles, at length X 
arrived at an Xna, or a house cailed an Inn, the keeper of whjch my 
dormant  temed 'Dirty Paw' an appropxiate title, 1 should suppose, 
for his place md himself bear a strong resemblance to each other. 
After leaving here, 1 felt a little tbirsty, the day being warm, and 
&g ai the next houe, about haif a mile from tbe former, 1 asked 
for a drink, where 1 was iiformed by the inmates thar they had a 
iicense there also; 1 thanked the supposed landtady but did not drink, 
but put spurs to my steed and s w e d  off. 

'The aexr bouse 1 saw was about three miles further on, it was 
an Inn also; 1 did not call here, consequentIy, 1 can say nothhg about 
it. 1 travelled fomards and had scarcely' lost sight of Mr. Green's, 
when MI. Morrow's attracred my attention, anoiher Tavern about 
one fourth of a mile from the last; 1 called here, but codd get nothing 
for my horse, but they Rad plenty of liquor. I urged my way onward 
without delay, and to my surprise, 1 fouad another Inn close at hand, 
in the shape of a small shaoty, by the side of the road, without a table 
or any other kind of accommodation wbatever; 1 then began to t h h k  
that the autborities of the Bathurst District, do not look very closely 
in10 the Law relathg to the regulations, and accommodations re- 
quisite in the establishment of a person making application for 
Tavern License. Zt would seem tbat License are granted to every one 
applying for them, witbout aay question as to rheir legal fiiness to 
discharge propcrly the duties of Innkeepers. X hope for the credit of 
t h  Dis~rict, and the conveniences of the travelling community in 
general, that lawful regulations wiii be put h t o  force, on that line 
of road in particular, leadiog from Packeaham to White Lake, which 
is at present so thickly studded with sigo posts, which, in a general. 
way, are the only cbaracteristics of bouses of entertainment to be 
met witb there."J 

Xt would be unfair to suzest  that aü the inns in the township 
were of this order. The traveller, himseif, commented favourably 
on Mr. Curry's establishment, and in 1842 the cornmittee of the 
school commissioners that included Mr. Mann and Mr. Mulkins 
considered Mrs. McFarlane's Inn a suitable place to hold a meeting. 
Nevertheless drunkenness was recognized, by some at least, as a 
d e h t e  hazard to the young. One agreement of this pexjods- 
probably fairly typical-between a master and his apprentice, 

wamed the apprentice against wasting or lending his master's goods, 
against playiying catdç or gambling, buying or s e h g ,  and getting 
mamed during his apprenticeship. It concluded by forbidding him 
to fiequent taverns and places of musement. 

Whatever the effet of the taverns on the lawlessness of the day, 
thcy certainly made one practice more dangerous and unpalatable 
to the victims. In pioneer settlements a favourite pastirne was to 
"charivaree" newly married couples, particularly if the match were 
thought to  be unsuitable. The charivarying Party, ofien already 
dmnk, wodd approach the borne, usually after midnight, and set 
up a fearful din. The occupants aroused, the p a q  would demand 
money to be later spent in a tavern. GujUet9eporcs that if the 
money were aot forthcomhg, fights, some of them with fatal results, 
might follow and that sometimes the roisterers might even smoke 
out the brida1 party by blockiag up the chimney. 

Charivaqimg was prevalent in tbe Bathurst Districl and foilow- 
hg one particularly disgraceful incident in which the bridegroom 
was critically injured, the citizens rose in protest. Andrew Dickson, 
as Shed3 of the District, called a public meetiagï in Perth for the 
express purpose of passing resolutions deplorïng the custom and 
pledging support 10 the magistrates and other officers in bringing 
it to an end. 

In this period Perth was, of murse, the judiàal centre for the 
District of Bathurst, but Division Cour& in the various villages 
disposed of cases of lesser importance within tbeir jurisdiction. In 
1843 the Fifth Division Court of the District met in Arnprior, but 
in that year this court was transferred to Fakenham. The announce- 
ment of the Division Court sittings for 1844 read: 

"Division Cou- 
Bathurst District 1844 

"1, John G. Maiioch, Judge of the District and Division Courts, in 
and for the District of Bathurst, do hereby fix and appoint the times 
and places for holding the said Division Courts, witbin the several 
Divisions of the said District, for the year cornmenchg the 1st  
December, 1 843, and ending the 30th Novembcr 1844, as foiiows:- 
m e r e  followed the announwrnents of the firsl four Division Courts3 

"The Fifth Division 
"In the ViUage of Packenham. on the seventeenth day of January, the 
twenry-seventb day of Fcbnrary, the rwenty-fourth day of April, the 
temh day of lu ly ,  the twenty-sevenb day of August, and the twenty- 
rhird day of October." 
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T b e  announcement ended: 
"The several Courts to be opcoed a i  ten of f i e  Clock, A. M. 
"Given under my hand at Penh, in the Bathurst District, the hrst 
day of November, in tbe year of O u r  Lord one thousand eigbt 
hundred and foq-tbree. 

(Signed) John fr. Malloch 
Judge, Bathurst Dkirict."~ 

7 :  Life in rJ~e 1840's 

11 is understandable that govemments and companies wisbing 
to encourage settlement should, in their promotion campaigu mini- 
mize, if nos actually ignore, the deplorable state of the roads, the 
inadequacy of the scl~ools, the prevalence of dninkenness, and the 
la~vlessaess along the rivers, and stress the happier aspects of Me 
in the 1840's. This was certainly true of the Canada Land Com- 
pany, which in 1826 held 45 lots in Pakenham Township, and 
which in subsequent years was engaged in enticjng settlers to these 
locations. In  1843 the Company' published wbat purported to be 
answers to queries of potenual settlers and, though biased, they do 
help to round out the picture of the life of the ordinary settler and 
villager. 

Eveq householder, the Company pointed out, was liable to 
serve in such offices of his township as poundkeeper, fence vjewer, 
pathmaster, clerk, assessor, collecror, and school commissioaer. 
Aad, of course, only freeholderç were eligible to vote for rnernbers 
of the provincial goverment. T o  quaMy for District Counciüor 
a freeholder must possess property valued at 300 pounds; property 
of the same value was a requirement for nomination as Member 
of Parliament. 

Fam servants might be secured for 2 pounds a month uith 
board, or 3 ,pounds wvitliout board. Female servants could be had 
for 1 pound a monih with board. Day Iabourers could command 
3 shillings 9 pence without board; and the wages for carpenters and 
other tradesmen ranged between 5 shillings and 10 shillings a day. 
"Land carnage," that is the hire of a driver, two horses, and a wagon 
that would carry eighteen hundredweight, \vas usually 8 pence a 
mile for the joumey, if tlie team had to come back empty. Cheaper 
travelling could be had, however, by foresighted planning for 
return loads or by a ljttle bargaining. 

The farruer might expect frost io the gound hom the fùst of 
November to the 6rst of April; but garden produce and "aJi the 
fruits generdy found in England" wouid h i v e ,  wjth plums, apples, 
srrawbenies, raspberries, and melons doing parcicularly weii. In 
some areas, deer, wood grouse, quails, rabbits, wild ducks, and 
wild geese were plentiful; in the lakes and xivers iish were abundant. 
"But," warns the Company, "il is me that the new settler may earn 
a quarter of beef in. tbe time which it takes him to hunt for a quarter 
of venison." 

Ln the summer and autumn the crops had to be cared for and 
harvesied. Labour was scarce and everyone, including the five- 
year-olds, helped in the fields or about the faml each at tasks 
appropnate to his years. Ln winler, many men supplementcd the 
famdy incorne by workmg with their teams at the shanties; others 
would be occupied in l o o b g  afier ttie cattle and choppjng. Since 
most items used by the rural families were still homemade, female 
members of these households would be busy with sphmhg, wesving, 
candle making, m a b g  clothing, and cooking. In spring, sugar 
makiag, soap making, and potash boiling would be added to their 
tasks. Spring, ioo, was the season for butning the trees felled in 
winter; building and repairing fences; preparing fields and planting 
crops; and sometimes assjsting a nejghbour in house raising or barn 
raising. 

Writers of these pioneer times throw further Liglit on conditions 
and activities. Church, sunimer or winter, was an institution of 
paramount importance to the early set.tiers. Not only was the little 
village church a spiritual oasis, but it semed a social function as 
weU. "After the service," says Mrs, lameson, "the congregation 
remained some time assembled before the church door, in various 
and interesting groups. . . . Many were the greetings and inquiries; 
the news and gossjp of dl the neighbourliood had to be exchanged. 
The conversarion among tbe ladies was of marriages and bjnhs- 
lamentations on ~ h e  ivant of servants and the state of the roads- 
the last arriva1 of letters from England-and speculations upon the 
cbaracter of a new neighbour come to sertle in the Bush. Among 
the gentlemen it was of crops and clearings, lumber, price of wbeat, 
road-mending, deer-shooting, log-buming, and so forth. . . ."2 

Winter was the r ed  social season in the busli. During the cold 
months the £armer miglit bundie his iamily into a sleigh and visit 
friends or relatives for days at a time. Or  he might take in the 
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activiries of tbe nearwt viüage-the annual freeholder's meeting, 
the souees that were a feature of this decade, or the intellectual 
treats b a t  any village of the rimes provided. 

i The stage for this latter type of entertainment is admirably set 
by a traveiier who made a trip by sleigh in the vicinity of Pakenham 
in 1 844. "And in travebg thro' Canada in winter," be remarks, "as 
soon aç you have told the reader something about bad roads, bad 
bridges and deep snow, you may drive on with the fury of Jehu 
through whole townships, couaties and even Districts witbout having 

1 the mind once relieved from the cheerless picture with whicb you 
! started, unïess good fortune drives you into one of those aspiring 
i 

l 
little hamlets which are to form tbe cities of another generation, 

! and in each of these you may safely calcuiate on meeting with some 
, spirit of life whose eaergy and ambition has induced hm to h o p  

for an earthly immortahty by being the founder of a city in the 1 ~ilderness."~ This particular traveller came up h m  Bytown. by 
i way of Fitzroy Harbour, which he described as a "deserted village" 

and reached Pakenham, as be says, "in possession of as much sun- 
light as enabled me to observe aU tbat is worth observing in this 
infant capital of the District." 

The traveiler goes on 1.0 describe bis evening in Pakenham 
Village- "1 put up for the nigbt at Mrs. McFarlane's," he says, 
"whose splendid mansjoa and very superior accommodations are 
cdculated 10 yield satisfaction io persoaç even of the most fastidious 
taste. M e r  supper 1 leamed that a lecture for rbe knefi t  of the 
Pakenham Subscrjption Library was to be deIivered in the school 
house by one of Scolia's self-taught poets, and as 1 thought it a 
prerty rational way of spending the evening, 1 accordingly repaired 
to the place of meeting. The audience, considerhg the remote 
locality, was both large and respectable in appearance: the lecturer 
iç by profession a çtone masoa-his subject was 'The advaatage of 
knowIedge'." 

The speaker, as described by the traveiier, was no doubt fairly 
typical of the entenainers of the day: "Mi. McQueen js not one of 
these lecturers who study to catch the ear of their audience by 
flowing oratow or tbe beauties of rhetoric, composed of weU fomed 
periods and glowing sentences, twisted out of their imaginations as 
rnechanicaily as a wandering musician grinds rnelody out of a hurdy 
girrdy or a french fiddle: he is a dealer in jacrs, whjch he brjngs 
forward La sucb an attractive manner as cannot fail to command 
attention. Zn fact 1 scarcely recollect of ever having heard a greater 

number of startling facts, or a greater number of somd loscal 
deductions crowded into the length of a discourse." And then tbe 
traveiler pays his tribute to Pakeribarn's leading citizen. "The pr* 
found attention manifested throughout the whole course of the 
lecture," he declares, "waç calcuiated to impress the miad witb a 
very favorable opinion of the good seuse and improvable disposi- 
tion of the people of Pakenham, which iç assuredly under the con- 
tinuation of the f o s t e ~ g  auspices of the present High Sbenfi of 
the District, destined to become a very conspicuous embekhment 
of the onld locality in which it is situated." 

The subject of Mr. Macqueea's lecture was typid of those of 
tbe times. Discourses on broad topics such as "instiact and Reason," 
"Religious Liberty and Equality," "Phrenology" (which seems to 
have been the favourite in this period) , and Mr. Dickson's "Geo- 
logy" l a u r e ,  appear to have been in demand. Speakers were not, 
however, the o d y  dispensers of popular entertainment. Debates 
went on evening after evening on such themes as "Free Trade," 
"Wbether the Revolutions of Europe have tended more to advance 
or retard civilizatjon," "Does man act by ~ecessity or ftee wiii," 
and "Whether British Rule in India has a d v a a d  civilization in 
that country." Znvanably, widtec meeting were cded for hdf 
past six. 

Tbe traveller's reference to the "improvable disposition of the 
people" may have been inspired by some howledge of Mr. 
Dickson's methods of educating the inhabitants of Pakenham. 
T3omas Macqueen in 1847 said of him, "Mr. Dickson's method of 
doing good has not been confincd to the vast expense which he bas 
idcurred in b&ging a superior breed of the domestic animnls iato 
the neighbouhood. He has been zealous in purchasing the newest 
and best works on Agriculture and cattl~breeding, ia reading and 
digesting the leading doctrines of such works, in lending and recom- 
mending hem IO such acquaiataaces as he deemed improvable 
through such a medium, and in verbally forcing tbe important facts 
and doctrines of such works unceremoniously dom the throats of 
that cIass of human animal$ who are beyoad the reach of book 
informati~n."~ 

That Mr. Dickson had opinions on most subjects is demon- 
strated by an amusing incident reported by Gourlay: "Once when 

- waiting for refreshments at the weîi-conducted hotel of Mrs. 
McFarland, Pakenham," writes Gourlay, "Sheriff Dickson, her 
brother, a man of great conversational powerç, laid himseif out to 
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have corne d o m  the ~ t r e a m . " ~  To these indications of early inva- 
sions of the sea in10 Pakenham Township, MI. Logan added further 
evjdence of the exteni of the latest invasion, the Champlain Sea. 
He recorded that "On lot 19 on the line between the 5 6c 6 con- 
cession on the main road, there is a deposit of ~hells;"~ and thal 
" ï b e  same shells were obtained by Mr. Riddle in a weU near bis 
hou= 23 feet deep."" 
Mr. Logan aIso described several springs iD îhe neighbourhood. 

Of one he says: "Behhd the church at Packenham in a dingle in 
which flows a brook tbere is a clear spring which has a siightly 
sulpburous taste. TLiere is a h y  material on the surface in spots 
indicating iroa. n e  temperature of the water is 44% . " m i l e  in 
the viciaity the geologist leamed of the spring in the neighbouring 
township of Fitzroy that later, as Domiaion Springs, became a weli- 
known health resort. Of it he reported: "On lot no 10 in the 2d 
Concession of Fitzroy on the propeq of Mr. Francis Gdion [sic] 
there js a saline spring. It is supposed to yield about 60 gdoos in 
24 hours. Il is situated on the margjn of a small brook, called 
GiUon's brook, which l3ows in a dingle about 20 feet below the 
surface of the country. The banks are composed of st jn clay. Xt 
has been fenced in for protection. Tbe well is 7 feet deep. The 
temperature of the water is 50°."'.Q Of such springs Mr. Logan 
remarked that they had been discovered beause deer were in the 
habit of cornhg there to dm&. He took specimens of the water from 
both the Pakenbam Village and Gillan's spring. 

Mr. Logan apparently made otber visifs to Pakenham Viilage 
and certainly met MI. Djclrson on other occasions, for notes of a 
later period record scraps of idormatioa obtained from Mr. Dickson 
both at Pakenham and at Perth. Indeed Mr. Dickson's acquaint- 
ance with the geologist and ofher members of his staff was to lead 
to interesting developments in the next decade. 

Anotber important official. visitor to the area was, of course, 
Francis Ailan, wbo in 184O1= traveiled through the District of 
Bathurst reporthg upon the nature of the impxovements made oa 
rhe variousfanns, and on the quality of the soil. 

1 : CIzanges in the Village 
Between 1842 and 1851' the population of Pakenham Town- 

ship increased by 726 people-from 1,142 to 1,868. ïbere were 
stiil many shanties and log houses but these were being replaced by 
homes of ditrerent materials and construction. The village was 
growing, and many new kadespeuple operated shops along the roads 
and Bver. There were now five schoolhouçes in the township-in 
scbool sections 1, 2, 3, 4 (the viliage) and 5 .  Four of the school- 
masters were A. Wylie, J. McAdam, W. C. Miles (or Miils) and 
M. Canning. 

Among tbe changes rhe ten years had mought, probably the 
most welcome was the addition to tbe d a g e  of tbree medical 
doctors, Doctor Evans, Dr. S. Blackwood, and Doctor McGiliis. 
in the tradition of country doctors they iraveiied long distances to 
reach theu patients in outlying districts of Pakenham and the sur- 
roundkg townships. A hint of the stage medicd practice had 
reacbird in the 18513's is containecl ia tbe advertisemeat of Doctor 
Evans who annouaced that he had just received £rom Montreal "an 
excellent Electro-Galvanic Machrne, for the cure of those who may 
be affected with the following diseases, viz.:-Rheumatisrn, Epil- 
epsy, Toothachs, Pardysis, Hgsterical Neuralgia, Spasmodic and 
TickW Coughs, Female Diseases, Lumbago, Pains in Back and 
Sides, and various other Nervous Diseases." Doctor Evans had 
also received "an improved Stethoscope for sounding the Chest, 
Heart, and Lungs."" 

Alexander Fowler, who advertised bimself as "M.D. CHEMIST 
AND DRUGGIST" was in Pakenham Viüage by 1854 and 
amounced rather arnbiguously that he intended to devote his timc 
exclusively to business comected with bis store, where he could 
be consiilted at di bours as a surgeon and dentist. This was not the 
&y of specialization, for the list of articles in Dr. Fowler's adver- 
tisement included dmgs, chemicals, patent mediches, perfumery, 
paints, oils, dye s M s ,  essences, toilet and shaving soap, hair oil, 
bears' grease, tooth powder and tooth brushes, sponges, hair and 

. nail bmshes, dressing and back combs, side combs made of hdia  
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Rubber, smelling bortles, edged and blue saucers, marking ink, 
school books, Bibles and testaments with psalms, chahs, rings, 
broaches, and watch-glasses. In addition, jeweüry could be repaired. 

Nor was thjs the age of subtlety, for the advertisemenr concludes: 

"DR. FOWLER, requests his friends, and the public generafly, 
to calI on birn before going elseufbere, as he is convinced hc will be 
able to give them satisfaction. Tbose requinag 

DRUGS AND MEDICINES 
Mus1 see the propriety of visiting a professional man, instead of 
applying to thoçe uoacquainted witb the propertis of MEDICINE, 
espccially when ihey can be supplied with an article of a betrer 
quality 

AT THE SAME PMCE ! ! ! 

And wilhout the risk of getting Poison instead of Crearnetarter, as 
happened recently in Gower, C. W.. by wbich a whole family was 
poisoned, the purcbase having been made at a general Siore."s 

The mercbant shops had also udergone changes. Aadrew 

Dickson had transferred bis business to the partnershjp Hilliard and 
Dicksoa, his son-in-law and son. New merchants, S. and W. Russell, 
1. Dumet, and R. Brown now had shops in the village, and it is 
possible that one of these carried on the business operated in 1542 
by Malcoim McMartin. This mas have been Mr. Dunnet, who in 
the 1850's4 rnoved to new premises on Graham Street not far from 
the bridge, where the building that housed bis store stood for more 
than a century. Daniel Wliard and William Dicksoxi operaied at 

the Dickson location on the cast side of the river, and the Russells 
are said to have been situated on the hili on the Arnprior road. 
Brown's was on Graham Street befween Elizabeth and Renfrew, 
in a stone building where a general store is still in operation. In 
common with general stores everywhere, those in Pakenham Village 
carried a wide assortment of wares-hardware, groceries, crockery, 
hamess, parasols, glovcs, muslins, shawls, bonnets, ribbons, sugar, 
tobacws, currants, raisins, rice, soap, caadleç, nails, spades, shovels, 
forks, scythes, snaiths, rakes; gentlemen's eau, kid, and cowhjde 
boots; gentlemen's silk, felt, Iejhom, and straw hats; and ladies' 
morocco and prunelia boots and slippers-tbe list was enormous. 

The work of the clerks seems to have been never-ending too. 
A writer who styled himself "A Friend of Humanity" draws atten- 
tion in the Heruid of July 1, 1852, to the working hours of the pool 

mercharits' clerks of Carleton Place. No doubt conditions were lirtle 
berter in Pakenbam. 

"There k one thing in thk village," says the writer, "thal strikes 
me forcibly and 1 thbk must strike the mind of every man that bas 
any regard for bis fellow creature, wbicb is, that the merchants' shops 
are left open from six A.M. to 10 P.M. Now 1 would ask rhe reason 
why thk is so? Surely it cannot be that the merchants of Carleton 
Place are more hard and ausfere rban they are in other places. Now, 
sir, 1 see that in almost ali towna and villages merchants' shops are 
open only from 6 o'clock A. M. to 7 o'clock P. M. in this village it 
is not the case, the merchant's clerk is deprived of devoting any time 
for the jmprovemeot of bis mind. Even the laborer and tbe Mechanic 
have to work only eleven hours, while the merchants clerk bas to 
drudge for sixteen hours, now these thiiigs should not be so. The 
Clerk ought to be placed at least upon an wual footing with rhe 
above classcs. In my opinion there must be something moraiiy wrong 
in the merchants of tbis place, to impose such dnidgery upoo tbek 
clerks so as to be injurious to h e m  h t h  for time and eternity. Now 
if these t b g s  were taken ialo consideration by the merchanrs of this 
place, 1 cannot think for one moment that lhis state of things would 
be continued for one day. Surcly tbcre rnust be a great responsibility 
upon merchant masters lowards their Clerks, for using them thus, in 
prevenring them from improving tbeir mind as they ought to do, for 
no master is justged in aUowiag his servants to grow up in ignorance 
much less is be justified wbo cornpels them to do so. Now, sir, surely 
the merchants of this village are not so blbded by mammon as not 
to perceive tbe train of eviis that follows such late hours of shop- 
keeping. Now 1 hope that the merchants of ibis Place will see it to 
be their duty ro take knmediate steps to shut their sbops Say at 7 
o'clock P. M. Wbich is quite late enough for both villagers and 
counwy people to have all tbeir shopping done.'-b 

There were a t  least four clerks in Pakenham Village in 1852. 
Whatever their h o u  of closing, it was no doubt their unhappy lot 
to have floors swepf f ies  ro-g, and the store door open at six 
o'clock in the morning. 

In the 1840's there had been two lnnkeepers in the village; now 
there were at least three. Mrs. McFarlane and Mr. McAdam were 

' süll operating and Mr. Adam Currie (Cun-y) had certainly been 
in business as early as 1846 whea tbe traveiier to m t e  Lake had 
commentcd favourably on his establishment. in 1851 hs tavern 
was the oniy one that boasted a bar boy. 

. T h e  taverns operated udder licence, were subject to inspection, 
and were govemed by strjct regulations. They were required to 

1 
I 
S 

S 
* 

a 
e 
!- 

e 

$2 

3, 

ie 
d 
rc 
a i  
5,  

h- 
ae 

es 
to 
rs. 
:s- 
nt. 

;u 1 

ipi 
is 

i fe 

3h- 
re - 
.ral 





aad flannel. The village grjstmill was in operation and it, too, was 
powered by water. The 2 run stones had cost £1,500 and had 
ground in the year 5,000 barrels of fiour. There were two sawraÏïis 
in the township, both worked by water power. One had a shingle 
miU in comection, and two saws costing £500; the other bad one 
saw worth £240. Presumably the larger mill, with a production 
of 250,000 board feet, uras the village mill; the other producing 
100,000 board feet may have been on the Indian River. 

A map of 1 S55O shows the locations of the places of business 
around the bridge and falls. On Graham Street, at the western 
approach to the bridge, Mrs. McFarlane's inn stood between the 
road and the river. Below the bridge between tbe Amprior road and 
the river were stables, probably belonging eitber to the inn or to 
tbe Dickson iaterests. A long Bume begianing near the western end 
of the bridge carried water down to the carding mill. Stretchhg from 
the uppcr end of This flume diagonally across the river, was the dam 
with the tjmber siide at its lower end on the east side of the river. 
Along the east bank between bridge and slide were lumber yards 
and below them, opposite the slide, tlie sawmiU and flour mill. The 
tannery was some distance d o m  the bay. Facirig the east end of 
the bridge were Hiüiard and Dickson's store, and the post office. 
The Djckson manor was on the same side of the river, just above 
the bridge. 

Another business man of the period was Charles T. Baines,lo 
who eailg in the decade was agent for the Colonjal Life Assurance 
Company and for the Ontario Marine and Fire insurance Company. 
Doctor Evans was medical referee for the Life Assurance Company. 

Such was tbe busy village of Pakenham in the 1850's. in this 
period the Fifth Division Court of the United Counties of Lanark 
and Renfxew was, of course, meeting in Pakeaham. The Fihh 
Division, in 1855, comprised Pakenham Township, and those pans 
of McNab, Bagot, and Blythfwld townships south of die Madawaska 
River.ll And, of course, the Mississippi still bore a heavy trafic 
of logs and rivermen coming fram the upper reaches of the river. 
h 1851 the rivemen and the forces of law met, witli uabappy 
consequences for an oecer of the Division Court. The Heraid 
reports the incident sympatbetically: 

"We are sorry to leam that a most daring robbery was perpetrated 
in the Village of Pakenham, on Mr. James Ottcrsoa, Bail8 of the 
Fifth Division Count [sic]. From what information we bave received. 
it appeam that on the evening of Monday, the 5th inst, Mr. Oltcrson 

was arlacked in h c  Street by four r a f t sn~en ,  who knockcd him down 
and cut off tbc skin of his coat, in the  pocker of \i~hich tbey expccied 
io h d  mooey but were disappointed on findimg nohing bui Coun 
papers. They tben searched his otber pockets and carrieci off money 
to rbe amount of between thirty and forty dollars. \Ve are glad to 

hear thar the parties are known, md that steps are bebg taken to 
bring îhem ta justice.''lZ 

in the 1850's that important govemiug body, the Township 
Council, also had its seat in Pakenharn Village. 

2 : Township Council Goilernmenr 
Two important pieces of legislation were to determine the 

govemmeat of Pakenham ViUage during the 1850's. The drst was 
a .  Act1 passed in 1848-49 making it possible, upoa petition of the 
inhabitants, for any unhcorporated village or hamlet to becorne a 
police village. The inhabitants could meet and elect Erom amocg 
themelves three police tmstces for such a village, and these tbree 
wuld d e n  choose one of their nuniber to be tbe inspecting tmstee. 
It was the duty of the police tnistees to enforce rules that dealt 
chiefly with the prevention of 6re. 

The regulations poverning a police vdiage called for a ladder 
oa eveq roof near the chimney, and two buckets in every household 
to carry water in case of iîre. The types of chimneys bat  could be 
used on breweries, bakeries, and pot and pearl ash manufacturies 
were set foforth; and the space tbat must be left between pipes and 
wooden partitions was specified. A fhe was provided for anyone 
entering a mill, barn, outhouse, or stable in the viilage with a ïigbted 
candle or lamp unless the light was weii enclosed in a "lanthern." 
Xn wmden buildings h e s  had to be enclosed in a stove of iron or 
other metal, a d  anyone canying fire in the village must mntain it 
in a copper, iron, or tin vessel. Similarly ashes must be kept in 
sheet iron, th, or copper. There was to be no hay, straw, or fodder 
in any dwelling; and no fires were Co be lit in the streets or lanes. 
Fumaces for making charcoal wcre no1 dlowed wjtbid the village. 
Gunpowder must be kept in a box of copper, tin, or lead and must 
not be sold at night; and quicklime musc not be in contact with 
~ o d .  Finally, filth aad rubbish must not be throm in the sweets 
or lanes. 

ï h e  nature of the government of the township from 1845 to 
1850 is unknown, but in 1849 an Act2 was passed repealing the 



Acts re lahg to the election and duties of township officers and 
establishing new Acts that came into force on January 1, 1850. 
Under this legislation, each toumshjp in Upper Canada with 100 
freeholders or householders on the wllector's roll for the last year 
was to be a "Body Corporate." Municipal councils were to be 
established with five wunciUors to be elected annualiy. These five 
could choose a town reeve from amongst themselves. The council 
had power to enact by-laws on such maners as school houses, 
erection of a t o m  hall, establishment of public pounds; on the 
consü-uction of drains, water courses, hghways and roads; appoinr- 
ment of poundkeepers, fence viewers, and other township oficers; 
and the encroachmeat of property. It could regulate the operation 
of jms, taverns, and victualhg houses and the speed of trafic over 
bridges. Tt could place a tan on dogs, restrict the runnhg at large 
of animals, and provide for tàe destruction of weeds; it could enforce 
statute labour and decide on the height of lawful fences. 

The inhabitants of Pakenbam Township met on Sanuary 7, 
1850,B to nominate and elect municipal councillors as provided 
under the new Act. At that meeting William McAdam, David 
Ogilvy, James Dickson, Young Scott, and Peter Russell werc placed 
in charge of township afiairs. Two weeks later these couaciilors met 
and elected Wjlliam McAdam as their reeve and James Comery 
as townshjp municipal clerk. On February 16 the wuncil met and 
appointed the foUowing officers: Township auditor, Daniel Hilliard; 
associate auditor, William Tait; assessor, James Scott, Sr.; collecter, 
William Scott; poundkeepers, Adam Currje, John Timmons, Wil- 
liam Lowe, John Lindsay, James Headrjck, and Thomas McLntyre; 
overseers of higbways, Edward Stanley, Alexander Fulton, Dcnis 
Driscol, Wiuiam Gomery, Daniel Ross, John McMunn, James 
Scott, Martin Dunfield, John Hutton, Michael Comba, William 
Mackey, Maltin Mullin, John Delourey, Thomas Bradley, WiUjam 
Scott, l n p m  Scott, William Burrows, William McVjcar, James 
Sadler, William Sader, Jr., Robert Fleming, John Wallace, Smith 
Coleman, Robt. Delahay, and John McManus; fence viewers, 
Thomas Bowes, Thomas McKibbon, and Arthur Nugent. At the 
council meeting in April, James Connery and James Ricbie were 
appoinied road surveyors for tbe township. 

FoUowing is a list of reeves and councillorç for tbe decade; 
the name of the reeve for each year appears b t .  Except for 185 1 ,  
council minutes list only the sumames of the oficers. 

1851 : William McAdam, Young Scott, Peter Russe?I, William 
Forsytbe, Alexander Drysdale. 

1852: McAdam, Scoft, Forsythe, D~sda le ,  Brown. 
1 853: Scott, McAdam, Russell, Davie, Dickson. 
1854: Scott, Russeii, Davie, Dickson, Connery. 
1855: McAdam, Scott, Forsythe, Burrows, Ogiivy. 
1856 and 1857: McAdam, Scott, Forsythe, Burrowç, Dickson. 
1858: McAdam, Scott, Burrows, Dickson, HiIliard. 
1859 and 1860: Scott, Burrows, Bickson, HiUiard, Forsythe. 
In 1853 William McAdam was reeve for part of the year; and 

in 1858 Daniel HUiard appears to have held this oEce for most of 
the year. 

Lie  around the village was becoming increasingly complex, and 
the changes are mIrrored in the multitude of matters that came up 
for the attention of council during the 1850's. This body was, of 
course, still much concerned wjth transportation facilities. In other 
parts of the county the talk was DOW of plank and macadamized 
roads and of toll gates; in Pakenham Township the chief concerns 
were repairing existing roads and establishing oew ones, inspecting 
and repaumg bridges, and removing fences from road aliowances. 
In Pakenham Village mud (and consequently drainage) was the 
major problem. Muddy roads were not peculjar to Pakenham and 
a well-hown story of mud-plagued villages was told and retold in 
the Valley. The Pakenham version ran as foliows: A visitor to 
Pakenham was wading along muddy Graham Street when he 
noticed a man's hat lying in the road. He stooped to pick it up 
and found a man's head underneath. When he attempted to extricate 
the unhappy victim, the submerged man implored him, Hold on, 
stmger, my feet are caught in the stimips. 

Records of council meetings brjstled with orders to the path- 
master of the village section in an effort to solve the ~ c u l t y .  This 
officia1 was ordered to "open the Drain leading from Mr. Bradley's 
shop, past Mr. Dumet's to the pipe across the Road at MT. 
Cowan's," "to open the Drain from the back corner of Mr. Flanim's 
lot, on the White Lake Road, in. a straight line past Mr. Graham's 
Lot, down to the Rocks," "to open up the Drain from Mr. Brown's 
along the main street to Mc. Graham's corner," "to put in a larger 
pipe across the Road from Flanim's to Graham's" and "to clean, 
deepen and widen the Drains on the new road." 

In. bancial matters the council was concerned wich ljcense fees 
£rom tavern owners, proprietors of "houses of entertainmenc" and 



"shewmen;" with assessmentç, and Ievykg and cdiecting taxes; wi& 
taxes on M d  lands; with jmposing and coilecting fines; with h c -  
ing the schools; wjtb expenses hcurred for burying iodigent persons; 
with compeasatiag an owner "for injury sustained by the passage of 
a Road through his property," wîtb the cost of road repairs, among 
tbem an item of "three pounds, to be expended in leveUiug the 
corner of the Hili, bctween Mr. McAdam's and tbe Hay weights;" 
with tbe salaries of towaship oficers; and with various smaïi pur- 
chases: imoks for the use of the council, postage and stationery, 
and a "carpet bag" for MT. Comery to cany towaship papers to 
and from council meetings. 

The council meetings also give a hint of anotber activity in 
Pakenham Village in the 1850's. On February 14, 1840, the 
Courier, under the heading "PORK INSPECTION" had carried 
the following item: 

"This is comparatively a new business, and which promises 
under tbe personal superintendence of Mr. Waker to do much to 
establish a saleable reputation for an article in which our fanners 
are al1 interested; and w u  ooperate as a guarantee to the merchants 
and consumers, against tbe extensive impositions to which they 
have k e n  hitherto subjected, and to the frjend of our growhg 
prospenty, the inspector's books present a ready reference as to 
rhe quantity and value. 

'W. Walker thinks at the dose of t h i s  season his number will 
be upwards of 900 chiefly Prime Mess."4 

Ten years later the Pakenbam council passed the following 
motions under date of July 9, 1850: 

"Mr. Scott moves, seconded by Mr. RusseU, tbat on the con- 
sideration of de petition of WiJliam Forbes and others, that this 
council do adopt the necessary measures, by appoiating a board of 
examiners, for examinhg candidates for the office of Inspector of 
Beef and Pork whch was carried- 

"Mr. Ogilvy moves, seconded by Mr. Scott, that this CounciI 
do take it into their consideration, the propriety of appointhg a 
board of examiners, for examining a fit and proper person, to be an 
inspecter of Beef and Pork, in the Township of Pakenham and that 
the said board do consist of Andrew Russell, Aribur McArthur and 
Daniel Hilljard, Esquires, who are hereby appointed, which was 
carried." 

In the 1850's R. Brown, S. Perry, Arthur McArthur, and Hil- 
liard and Dickson, aU centered in, or near, Pakenham Village, were 

active in the lumbering busioess.b Within the next ten years they 
were joiued by others, ejtber operathg in the township or usbg 
Palcenham Village as the base for operations farther afield. Aaioag 
these were Anderson and Paradis, Riddle and McVicar, Jonathan 
Francis, Samuel Dickson, Alexander Sncdden, Robert Boal, William 
Forsythe and the Lowes. To the operators in the township who 
required quantities of meat, and to those lumbermen who had camps 
far up the Madawaçka, Constan Creek, and the Mississippi, meat 
inspection was of vital concem. Significantly, tivo of Pakenham's 
prominent lumbermen, Arthur McArthur and Daniel mi ard, were 
on the board of examiners. 

Meat inspection is not mentioned again in the minutes, but the 
Herdd of October 9, 1851, carried the following advertisement, 

. . whjch may possibly be connectai with the action taken by the 
Pakenham council: 

"BEEF 8; PORK INSPECTION 
T h e  undersigned notifies al! concerned, bai he has 

been duly appointed 
INSPECTOR OF BEEF AND PORK, 

in and for the Unireci Counties of Lanark and Renfrew-and is now 
prepared to enter upon tbe duties of bis Oiljce, and by strict attention 
to business, he hopcs to merit a share of tbe Public patronage. 

(Signed) Alexander Sreveoson"~ 

By 1854 the Pakenham council decided that it was necessary 
to bave a town hali in which the inhabitants as well as the council 
might hold meetings. A cornmittee was appointed to apply to 
Andrew Dickson for a lot. The matter was not immediately settied 
for in 1855 council again approached Mr. Djckson and shortiy 
aftenvard accepted his ofler of a site on tbe bill near the churches. 
The purchase price was & 15, and in March 1 856 council passed 
a By-law to raise fuads for erecting a town haii and lock-up bouse. 
Work proceeded during the summer on a building 40 by 30 feet. 
h December 1856 uiuncii received the t o m  haU from the wn- 

. tractor on condition that "the said John Ridel wiil dash the Stone 
work uoder the F m e  work, as soon as the weather wiii permit, of 
the same; and also that tbe imitation of Stone on the corners be 

C .  painted a Stone colour; and also the dasbing repaired where the : J 

=; same has fallen off on the outside." Council insured the building 
4 for f 300. in lune 1 857 the council proposed Uiat the Magistrates c 
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at tbe Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Feace ai  Perth at 
their next siuing appoint John Ellion to take charge of the lock-up 
house of the Police Viiiage of Pakenham. Money was provided for 
bed, bedding, and other necessary articles for the lock-up. 

Among the many matters demanding the lime and attention of 
council Ln the 18503, education, of course, ranked very high. One 
of the h s t  acts of tiie new council had been to receive from the 
County ClerkTs office the deed of schoolbouse site No. 5 and "the 
specification of the division of the township hto school dîstricts or 
sections." ï h e y  also appo ind  Mr. J o h  McAdam as Superiutend- 
ent of Educatioa for the township. Controversies facing council in 
comection wjth the schools were frequent and sometimes bitter. 
Jealousy among teacbers, difficulties over salaries, and troubles with 
scbool uustees ail came before coucil. At the couaty level, free 
education was being discussed and advocated; and indeed the free 
school system was beiog tried in some of tbe schools of the comty. 
At a convention of trustees, local superhtendents, and tcachers of 
d e  schools in the townships of the United Counties of Lanark and 
Renfrew held at Perth. in March, 1853, a resolution was passed in 
favour of a generd law establishkg this system throughout the 
Province. The great educator, Egerton Ryerson, himself, was 
present at the meeting to answer questions and ou the  the progress 
and advancement of education in the Province. The council of 
Pakenham Township was at least abreast of current thinking and 
as early as 1850 it was urging school trustees to admit, if possible, 
the children of parents who could noi afïord to send them to school. 

The lack of books in pioneer settiements had long been de- 
plored, and in this decade Pakedam took steps to remedy the 
situation. In 1854 the trustees of the village school section for- 
warded a memonal to councii praying for the establishment of a 
bwnship ljbrary. Others joined in the popular demand. Council 
immediately voted an appropriation of 40 pounds-no mean sum- 
£rom the township funds to establish a library in connection with the 
common schools. At a subsequear meeting of council resolutions 
goveming the proposed Bbrary were drawn up. They tell the story: 

"Resolved, Tbat 10 meet the wishes of a large number of the 
Xnhabitants; tbe f i b r a q  be divided into five equal parts, or sections, 
and &at one part be dlotted and banded over to the Trustees of each 
School section in t&e Township, as soon as they shall bave provided 
a proper place and case for thc sarne, subject to the following regu- 
larions; 

"Regdation 1st Tbe Books shall be exchanged from Secrion to 
Section at 1-t once in every Twelve months in order that the Books 
roay be circulaied througboui al1 rbe Township, in the follouling 
order, that is, School Section No 1. shail uansfer tbe books to No 2.  
N02toNo3.  No3toNo4.No4toNo5.andNo5 t oNo  1. 

"2nd It shall be the duty of the Librarian in eacb and every 
section, on the application in wrihg,  of any resident in the Town- 
ship, to give him the Book or Books applied for; but the application 
must aiso be siped by the Librarian of the Section in which th= 
applicant resides, cenifying tbal the applicant has no Eibrary book 
in bis possession, and that he is f d i y  entitled to receive books; and 
the appljcant shall be subject to the same regdarioas and penalties, 
as i f  he were a resident of tbe section. 

"3rd It shall be thc duty of the Trustees of each School Section. 
or their Librarian, to report to the Municipal Council of this Town- 
ship, any, and dl information with regard Io the Library thal the 
said Council may from time to time require. 

"4th It shaX1. be the duty of the Trustees of each Section to pro- 
vide means for the payrnent ol the Salary ol their Librarian, and al1 
other expeases attending the maintainance and management of tbe 
Library in their section, as authorized by the School Act. 

"5th The Libraries shall be open for the excbange of Books, at 
leas1 oue day every week, and a t  least two hours on such day; the 
day and hour to be agreed upon by the Trustees." 

A few weeks later couci l  passed a further resolution ttiat con- 
jures up a pjcture of wagons laden with books convergmg on Paken- 
h m  Village. I t  read: "That the Librarians of the several Sedons 
shaii meet in tbe Village School bouse on the third Monday of 
December ai the Hour of 12 o'clock, noon, in each and every year, 
(this year excepted,) and exchange Books in the order provided in 
Regulation 1 st." 

The books for the new library were brought £rom Smith's Faiis 
aad pxobably for many years provided veritable oases in the literary 
desert of the settlement. It is unlikely that there were any £rivolous 
works among the selection. A Perth book store of this decade adver- 
tised among its new books such weighty volumes as Miii's System 
of Logic, Moore's Poeiical Works, Hisïory of Rcvolutionr in Europe, 
Life arzd Cantpaigns of Napoleon, Gibbon's Decline and Fali of rhe 
Roman Enipire, Demos~henes' 0raiio1z.s (Translated ) , Abercrombie 
on the Moral Feelings, and The War in ihe Crimea. The reading of 
such tomes by candelight-probably aioud-no doubt fïiied many 
an bour in the homes of Pakenham Village. 



ln the early 1840's the possibility of a Cxammar School for 
Pakenham Village had been hopefully discusçed and in Januw 
1854 a cornmime approached council to revive the matter. Couocil 
agreed to petition Lhe County Council, at its first meeting, for the 
establishment of such a school. Evideatly no time was lost in 
furthering the project for in the Herald of April 1 1 ,  1854, the 
followin g notice appeared. 

"TENDERS. 
Will be received by the undersigned und  rbe 1 lth 

day of May next for the erection of a 
EKAME SCHOOL HOUSE 
in the Village of Pakeabam. 

The Coauactors io furnish ali the materials. 
Plans for spccifications may be secn by applying to 

Rich'd H. Davis le] 
WiUiam Tait 
Michael Ryaa 

The Tnistees do aot bind themselves to accept tbe lowwt tender."T 

On a map of the village dated Apd 1 8 5 5 W e  scbool is shown 
on Elizabeth Street. At h s t  it accomrnodated only tbe common 
scbrxil, but later it was enlarged ro house the Grammar School 
classes. The idage school is also shown at this location on Wailing's 
map%f 1863. 

3 : Religious and Social Life 
In the 1850's, when the churches were responsible for much of 

the social life of the community, Pakenham Township was well 
supplied witb places of worship. Records of the pexiod mention 
two new churches in addition to the Wesleym Methodist, Church 
of Scotland, Cburch of England and Ireland, and Roman Catholic. 
According to tbe Census of 1851, the Methodist church was used 
part tjme by the United Presbyterians, but by 1854l tbjs congre- 
gatjon bad a church on Victoria Street. In 1851, in the southem 
end of the township, the Wesleyan Methodists had a log church that 
would accommodate 100 people. During the early 1850's the 
Methodist churches of Pakenham Township remained part of the 
Carleton Place and Pakenham Circuit, with, in 1851, Thomas 
Constable and David Robertson as ministers, and in 1852 and 
1853 WiUlam McGill and Edwh P e k e .  At this tjme the Circuit 
had 275 rnembers and in 1854 the 75 members of the Fakenhani 

ana were formed into the Pakenham Circuit. Ministers during the 
next eigbt yeas were John B. Armstrong (1854), Robert Hobbs 
( 1855-57), William McGill ( 1 858-60), and George Case ( 186 1 } . 
l n  1862 the Pakenham Circuit was extended northward to indude 
Arnpnor, with George Case and William Hayhurst as rnjnisters in 
1862 and 1863." During these years, of course, the Reverend 
Alexander Mann continued to mirister to the Scottish Presbyterians 
of the township. 

Nter the departure of the Reverend Hannibal Muikinç for 
Kingston early in tbe 1 8501s, the suu=ession of clergy in the Church 
of England and lreland and the exact dates of their ministries is 
sornewhat obscure. Apparently a number of supplies served the 
Pakenbam church, and on one occasion, at lest, (July 17, 1853), 
Mr. Mulkins was back to officiate at the service. Church records 
h m  Au,pt 1854 to A p d  1862 are, however, signed by J. A. 
Mon-is. In 1861 Owen McCarthy sold part of Lot 11, Concession 
12, to the Bishop of Toronto for the use of the United Church of 
England and lreland. This was for maay years the location of the 
Church of England recrory. From December 1862 to May 1865 
the name of the Reverend C. P. Emery appears in the church 
records. During bis ministqg Mr. Emery purcbased land for a 
church in the village of Pakenham with money given to him by the 
Reverend the Wardeii of St. Augustine's Church, Canterbury. On 
this lot the present St. Mark's church stands." 

The Reverend Bernard McFeely coatiaucd as Roman Catholic 
priest of Pakenham and Fitzroy Harbour until 1864. He was 
succeeded by the Reverend John Collins, who remained until 1866 
and during that time moved the priest's residence to Pakenham. 
Mter Fatber Collins came the Reverend Dominic Joçepl-i Lavin 
who, as a young priesi, rode into Pakenbam on horseback. Father 
Lavin continued as parish priest until his deatb in 1903. He was 
responsible, in 1892-93, for the building of the present St. Peter 
Celestine's and the presbyteryV4 

The important Sabbatb services, mid-week meetings, the m a -  
sional specid missions held by visiting dignitaries, and, mong some 
of the denomhations, summer camp meetings, provided important 
outlets for tbe religious life of the pcople. Closely allied to the 
churcbes were the Temperance Society meetings. Gatheririgs of a 
less seriws nature were be-g to be held in comection with 
the churches, however. Soirees had been introduced into Pakenham 
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vlllage life in the 1840's and mntinued to be popular. Tickets for 
educational and churcb soirees were available for a shUmg or more 
and usuaUy the chair was taken ar ")A past 6 ~ ' c lock . "~  

Marriages were the occasion of lengthy celebration and much 
gaiety in the homes of the village. Indeed, bouse parties on any 
pretext were a welcome diversion in the community. 

For the women, the annual visit of the dressmaker provided an 
eagerly awaited opportunicy, not only to replenish the wardrobe of 
the ladies of the f m i l y ,  but ais0 to brhg the hausehold up to date 
on the latest gossip and fashions. These visits were often of some 
duration. Even with rbe a d e s  of al1 the female members of the 
famrly flying in aid of the dressmaker, thiç work w u  time-comum- 
ing. The creation of tbe "Bloomer Costume," on something like the 
following p a t t e r n 4 a r k  bonnet wirh plain ribbon, surmounted with 
piano rose; jacket cut open in front, with white lace habit over a 
blue \.est; stomacher a la mode, with a large brass button in front; 
skjrt of dimiry, reaching a little under the h e e ,  trowsers made 
loose, gathered into a band at the ankIe, with a lace Hl-uras a 
reai triumph. Probably no change in ferninine costumes created as 
rnuch stir as did the adoption of the daring bloomer costume. It 
>vas geeted wiih mixed feelings on the part of the ladies and much 
Marity on tlie part of the men. One wit expressed the indecision 
of the ladies in verse: 

"To Wear or  not to wear the Bloomer costume that's the question. 
Whether 'tis nobler in us girls to suffer 
The inconvenience of the long-skirt dress, 
Or cut it off apainst tbese muddy troubles, 
And, by the cutting, end them. 'Tis a consmation 
Devoutly ta be wjshed. To don the panfi:- 
ï h e  pants! perchance the boots! Ay, there's the mb! . . . ."O 

One writer went so far as to hazard a guess on tbe stand Queen 
Victoria might take in the great controversy by enquiring facetiously 
"WU ber Majestjr corne out strong as a Bloomer, or as an mti- 
Bloomer? Wi11 she encase herself in Aibert's princely-'Oh-no-we- 
never-mention t h e m s ' 4 r  wili she, by gacious proclamation, rein- 
srate the petiicoat in possession of jts former d~gnity?"~ 

The men, of course, had other outiets more suited to tbeir robust 
natures. There were, at ihis urne, Sons of Temperance Societies, 
Orange Orders, and, in rhe United Counties of Lanark and Renfrew, 
at least, an organization kuown as the Vigilance Cornmittee. Tbe 

exact naiurc of this cornmittee is not clear, but certaidy it had 
political overiones for at a meeîing of tbe Pakenham branch, held 
at Pakenham in 1 85 1, the cornmittee resolved to use every exenion 
in theh power to secure the retum of a Conservative candidate at 
the approacbing election. Pakenham, like the other Ottawa Vaiiey 
villages, took its politics seriously; and at policical meetings oppos- 
ing candidates shared the same platform in heated debate, and to 
the accornpanjment of much heckling £rom the thoroughly aroused 
populace. 

Jones, in Hisrogv of Agriculture in O ~ i t a ~ o ,  caiis the Ottawa 
Valley " h e  political stronghold of John A. Macdonald" and gives 
t h n e  reasons for its stand. Tbe timber industry "wjth jts semi- 
feudal xelations be~ween 3umber k i n g  and those dependent on the 
shanty market" was, he says, aa economic reasoxl. The fact that 
the Valley was not increasing in population as quickly as western 
Upper Canada and tberefore stood to lose rather than gain by 
George Brown's "Representation by Population" was a political 
reason. But the greatest xeason, Jones considers, was "practical 
politics." "From the union of Upper Canada and Lower Canada 
in 1841 to Confederarion, the practical poljticianç of the Ottawa 
V d e y  dways desired h ree  things; the improvement of the Ottawa 
River for the passage of timber; the esrablishmeni of Bytown 
(Ottawa) as the capital of the united province; and the canalization 
of tbe Ottawa f iver  ta Lake Huron. T o  realize any or aU of these 
desires, the members of the Legislative Assembly represeoting the 
ten or so eastem Upper Canada constituencies and the two or three 
Lower Canada ones north of the Ottawa River urere willing to be 
bribed to support ihe administration. Ln the days of govermental 
majorities of two or t h e  or balf a dozen, the Ottawa VaIley 
members succeeded in rnakLng themselves an effective pressure 
gToup."S 

Gatlierings suc11 as those provided by the various agricultural 
societies played an important role nor only in the business but in 
the social life of the men. In this decade County Agricultural 
Societies urere offering prizes for al1 rnaaner of Field crops, and to 
ascertain the winner; crop vjewers visited the various farms in late 
summer. Farmers wishing to compeie submitied tbeir names; from 
these names ljsts were prepared and ihe judges planned tlieir rounds. 
Prizes were gjven for such cxops as wheat, oats, barley, pease, Indian 
corn, and potatoes; for the best general cropped farms and the 
"clearest" cultivated farms; for the best and greatest amount of rail 

r- 

1 
1 
5 

S 

a 
.e 
I- 

ie 

ie 
a. 
i e  
XI 

re 
iat 

1s. 
h- 
hc 
tes 
1 O 

:rs, 
es- 
:nt. 
3ut 

PP i 
y is 
lifc 
igh- 
re- 

ural 



and log fencinç md for the best Stone fericing. On their traveIs the 
judges had an opportunity 10 assess improvements in the farraing 
communities and the prospects for the harvest. 

Another important event of the period was the semi-annuai fair 
held in the villages for tbe purpose of selling and trading livestock. 
Such a fair was held in Pakenham at ieast as early s October 1 8523 
and was probably simila to one held that year in Carleton Place 
and described in the Herald. 

"Cadeton Place F d  Fair," states the account, "came off Tues- 
day, at which a great quantity of stock cbanged hands, priacipaiiy 
fat cattle and working oxen, the former selling at about ten and the 
latter menty per cent below last years prices; the cause of which 
may be ascribed to the absence. of United States buyen; however, 
the prices grven were fuliy average. The attendance was Iarge 
altbough it was raining heavily throughout the previous mat ,  and 
coatinued m pour down in torrents, tiü about eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, when it cleared up; but the mud was awful." 

And then the account goes on to depict a sceae evidently 
common at such gatherings: 

"The bad roads had the good effect, of hastening the departure 
before dark, of persons who had a few miles to travel; to which, 
togeelher witli the inBuence of the Sons of Temperance throughour 
the country, may be artributed, in a measure, the absence of the 
usual amount of druakemess and brawls. The sueets wodd have 
beea perfectly quiet by nine o'clwk, had it not been for the re- 
hearsal of that detestable game of Jockeyism, dter dark, in which 
about thirty or forry feiiows get coiiected togetber, with as many 
old nags, fit for nothhg but the tan-yard, and try to ovemach one 
another. This would be cornparatively harmless, were it not for the 
excess of oaths and obscene language called forth in the trade; as 
the \ d u e  of the adimals traded at that time of ajght, is pretty near 
equal, and the whole fun& in possession of the crew, who are 
traders, does not, Uel  y, exceed twtnty doiiars."1° 

4: Mr. Dickson's Aciiviiies 

Such were the activitjes of the viiiagers in the 1850's; m m -  
while Pakenham's leading citjzen was active in provincial and world 
affairs. In this decaàe Andrew Dickson was twice an exiubitor at 
international exhibitions-l In 1851 at the London Exhibition tbe 
S h e d  and W. E. Logan were among the contnbutors to Canada's 

collections of minera15 and rock specimens. In 1855 Mr. Dichon 
was again an ouistandmg exhibitor, t h  time at the Universai 
Exhibition held io Paris. His contniutions to the Canadiau exhibit 
there induded specimens of "specular iron," "marble," and "sbeli 
marl," but more spectacular was his coliection of 64 specimeas of 
wood "one half of which have been coUected on a superficies of 
100 arpents of forest." The forest refemd to waç no doubt on hs 
Pakenham properties. 

At the Paris Exhibition, Canada was awarded 93 prizes-one 
grand medal of honor, one rnedai of honor, thirteen silver ( k t  
class) medals, thll-ry bronze (second class) medals, and forty-eight 
"ho~orable mentions." The medal of bonor was awarded for the 
coiiections of woods and graias of Canada, among which was, of 
course, Mr. Dickson's coliection of woods. Mr. Dickson, himself, 
won a 6rst dass (silver) medal for his coUwtion of timber. Ln the 
records of the Paris Exhibition three lists of Mr. Diclisods speci- 
mens of timber appear, al1 slightly different. One k t  included the 
foUowEng: bass wood, lime, sumach, common maple, red maple, 
curled maple, bird's eye maple, soft maple, wild plum, red cherry, 
autumn cherry, cboke cherry, pommette tree, medlar, bawthom, 
corne1 tree, wïld pear, mountain ash, white ash, black ash, hard 
ash, common ash, cartliamum, elm, red elm, grey elm, brown e h ,  
butternur, black walnut, sweet walnut, common walnut, hickory, 
white oak, swamp O&, red oak, black oak, chestnut, beech, horn- 
bean, nortbem plane, pitch pine, red pine, yeiiow pine, white pine, 
fi, hemlock, spnice, black spnice, tamarack, white and red d a r ,  
iron wood, white birch, red birch, alder, black osier, aspen, white 
poplar, and poplar. 

Hiüjard and Dickson, Pakenham, also exhibited at  the Paris 
Exlii bition; their coniribution was "Sand Stone." 

In tbis decade, too, Mr. Dickson had the honour of ha~ ing  a 
fossil named aftcr him. Many years prei~ioudy, in 1822, Dr. J. J. 
Bigby, an Enghsh geologkt then w o r h g  in Canada, and Mr. E. 
Billings had discovered a new fossil at the Chaudiere Falls, Ottawa. 
The specimen nras noi, however, described in the likrature until it 
was included in the "Report for the year 1856, of E. Bilhgs, Esq., 
Palaeontologist addressed to Sir William E. Logan, Provincial G s  
logiçt." In  concludbg his description of a fossil Mr. B i h g s  added 
"1 beg to dedicats tliis remarkable species to Anàrew Dicbon, Esq., 
oE Kingston, C. W., one of tbe best workers in tbe field of Canadian 
Ge01og-y.''~ The species dedicated to Mr, Dickson was called 





Xn one prison where here were 419 prisoners the celis were 
eight feet nine inches by niae feet nine, partly underground, witb 
one small loop-hole for light and air; the door opened on a dark 
passage. In each of these cells six human beings were imprisoned 
day and  night, with a tub in place of a water-closct." n i e  prisoners," 
says Dichon, "cornplain of vennin; it is impossible to be other- 
wise." In most of the paols there was no classilication of prisoners, 
except that the fernale prisoners were in separate cells. But in at 
least one gaol, male and female prisoners of every description and 
degree of depravity were herded togeîher and allowed to range over 
the whole gaol. Few of the prisons had safe yards wbere the pris- 
onen could be taken for work or exercise. 

lqadrew Dichon recommended that the common gaol be used 
only as a place of deteniion for the shortest possible period, and 
tha~ houses of correction and penitentiaries for short-sentence 
convicts be erected, where proper discipline could be iinroduced 
and the prisoners placed at productive work. He suggesled that a 
good farm be attached to the juveaile institutions so that the best 
boys could work upon it in sumrner. He also recommended that 
boys and girls be appreniiced to farniers, rather rhm to tradesmen 
in the cities and towns, so ihat the ternp~ations assailing discharged 
juveniie prisoners rnight be lessened. 

The Herald commenting editorially on Dicksori's report sug- 
gcsted tbat readers would be stanled by the "fearfiil disclosures" 
and would be unprepared for the "enorrnities broughi to light." it 
also drew attention to the Molzlreal Traiiscript's favourable com- 
ments: "a most sensible report on the Gaols of Upper Canada. If 
all reports were like tbis wc should no1 gnimble at the expense of 
commissions. . . . Mr. Dickson is a plain, straight-fomrard, consci- 
entious man, and he obviously teUs bis story iike a man speaking 
h e  tmth." 

This opinion was no1 unanimous Iiowever; evidently the Briiisli 
Siairdard was unimpressed, for the Herald editorjal coniinues: "The 
literary merits of the document do not seem to pleaçe the fastidious 
taste of his detractor; it does aot contain enough of that eternal 
twaddie usually found in reports of commissions. 11 cornes rather 
too quickly to the point; too blunt by half. No cixcumlocution. Too 
much conveyed in so few words. Too easily understood. The wordç 
have but one meaning. It has evidently not been wriiten by a 
lauyer, there is no twist in it; tberefore, no wonder the British 
Siaiidard fin& fault with it; when he c m o t  make Mr. DicksôD 
appear to say whar be does not mean."" 

In Febniary, 1853, Dr. Nelson and Mr. Dickson again presented 
an annuai report on the Provinciai Penitentiq, but thjs time Mr. 
Dickson could not agree with bis wUeape and, in a separare report 
to Ihe Govemor General, diçsentd on two points. There was, 
indeed, a sharp diglerence of opinion between Dr. Nelson and the 
Roman Catholic chaplain on the one hand, and MT. Dickson and 
the Protestant chaplain on the other, over the need for educating 
the prisoners in the penitentjary and on the conduct of the Sunday 
School. Tbe Roman Catholic chaplain had stated in his report that 
he  felt that anyrhkg beyond treating the convicts "wirh aii tbe 
kindnzss and leniency, compatible with ~c strict f u l h e i i t  of rhe 
ruies ~f the Institution," attending them when rliey werc dl, and 
providing di their necessary wants, ivould only make them feel 
that their life of crime had led to a very cornforcable life and miat 
even encourage them to new crimes. He added "1 am noi convinced 
that even the limited education which some of them aow receive is 
not attended to a certain degree with this result." 

Dr. Nelson was inclioed to agee and jnsisted on saying so ia 
[lle annual report. The section to which Mr. Dichon objected read: 
"But it too often occurs when a youth bas had 'some srnariering of 
learning' above what was requixed for the ordinary wants of life, he 
must aim, to be sure, ai some higher position; he must become a 
professional gentleman ! or a merchant-too frequently to en- 
cumber avocatioas already overstocked. The education that should 
be given in aU charitable and pend Institutions, should be such as 
has been described, and then undue aspirations wiü not be enter- 
tained, nor will ambition lead astray. The views of the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain in his Report are well: worthy of notice." 

Jn dissenting from this section of the repon, Mr. Dicksoa 
pointed out that of fourteen recommitments during the year, not 
one was "rvell insinicted and intelligent." He declared that ignor- 
ance was the cause of innumerable crimes in society, and quoted 
the Reverend Hannibal Mulkins' figures to show the gross ignorance 
of convicts at tbe time of ihejr imprjsonment-64 totally ignorant 
of the alphabet, 57 who could read on.ly a very little, 90 who could 
not wnte at ail. And then Mr. Dickson added significanrly: "Tt 
may dso be remarked that ihose Convicts in tbe Peaitentiaq?, who 
possess the geatest share of education, can in general only read 
and write. In the opinion of the undersigned, reading and writing 
are no1 educaiion, but only efficient means of acquiring it." 
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The other section of the report from which Mr. Dickson dis- 
sented concemed a general statemeat on the Sunday Scbool of the 
penitentiaty. "The only objections alleged a g a k t  tbe Sunday 
SchooZ in the part referred to," declared MT. Dickson, "consist, 
firçt, in. the anomaiy of Convicts being made to teach Convicts, and, 
secondly in the supposed infraction of the Prison discipline in 
speaking ta tbose whom they teach." Xn meeting these objections, 
Mr. Dickson asserted that the chapiains explained and expounded 
the lesson; the teachers merely reiterated i t  to tbeir classes. "It 
may furthemore be stated," continued Mr. Djckson pointedly, 
"that convicts were not appointed Teacbers u t i l  the Chaplain had 
applied to aU the leading Protestant denominations in the City for 
Teachers, and f d e d ;  then, with the full sanction of the Xnspectors, 
the Sunday School ti1as comn~enced and convicts taken as Teachers." 
As for conversations in the Sunday School, Mr. Dickson quoted 
figures to prove that there was only one tenth as much conversation 
in tbe Sunday School as ia the dining hall, the workçhops, the cells. 

Mr. Dickson's dissension from the report was not without ils 
repercussions in the Press. A communication appeared in the 
Herald, over tbe signature of Hannibal Mulkins, entitled "A Leiter 
from the Protestant Chaplain of the Penitentiary To the Editor of 
the Pilof." It read in pan: 

"Sir: 1 have just tbis monlent seen the 'Pilot' of the 24th instant, 
containing your strictures on the Repon of the Inspectors of the 
Provincial Penitentiary, in whicb you have-l trust unintentionally- 
asserted in reference to myself what you cannot substantiate, and 
what is positively incorrect. In speaking of Mr. lnspector Dickson's 
Report, you reniart thal,- 

'It bears the impress of hsving been contributed by the Protestant 
Chaplain, who not satisficd with giviiig his oivn ideas in his own 
Report, which he is obliged by latir to furnish, ekes it out ~ 6 t h  a 
supplementary report, in which be contrives io scatter observa- 
tions, anything rathcr than respectful, on the opinions of bis 
brother Chaplain, and his superior, one of the Inspectors.' 

"And further on, you remark a, 0a1n:- ' 

'Mr. Dickson, in his individual, in opposition to hilr. Dickson in 
his corporate capaciry-or ratber, we fancy, as the mouthpiece of 
the Protestant Chaplain, says', etc, etc. 
"1 must here, Sir, crave permission to inform you ihat, as far 

tbe above quoted statemeols reiate to me, they are not only ungenile- 
inonly and unjusr, but îiiey are also itngcnerors and /aise. You have 
no doubt been committed CO these erroneous statements by some 

malicious person whose malice bas been abundantly gratined, first, 
by slandering an innocent person. and then by making you the 
publisher of the slander. 1 have notbing to do wjth the disputes or 
disagreements of rbe Inspectors, or otber parties. and i think my 
Repon shows conclusively that 1 confined mysetf s h c t i y  to my own 
business-and by so doing, set an example which 1 recommend you 
to follow."t' 

5 : AaiIroad Fever 
Transportation in the 1850's was a strange mingiing of the old 

and the new. At tbe beglnning of tbe decade, oxen were stiu Yi use 
but were being supplmted. On land, wagons and sleigbs with teams 
of horses did all the long distance hauliog; on the waterways all 
sorts of craft £rom canoe to steamboat were pressed into service. 
Tbe rives, too, were stiil vital to the iimber trade and in this decade 
some 15,000 pieces of timberl passed through Pakenham Village 
annually en rouie £rom the upper reaches of the Mississippi to the 
Quebec market. 

Transportation systems were becoming weU establjshed and, 
. summer and winter, travel was undertaken with apparent non- 

chalance. In 1850 Adam Currie, now operator of a "new and 
commodious" inn in the centre of the village of Pakenham, was 
offering to convey passengers to and from Bytown three times a 
week, fmm December 20, during the time of sleighing. His slejghs 
left Palienham on Mondays, Weùnesdays, and Fridays at 7 A. M.; 

. and Bytown on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at "5% 
A.M."" He also uadertook 10 carry parcels. The iisual stage fare 
£rom Pakenham to Bytown in winter was 5 ~ h i l I i n g . ~  The length 

- of the iists of visitorç at the various hotels in such centres as Bytown, 
Perth, and Brockville, as published in the local papers, indicates 
that busiaessmen made frequent excursions and that innkeeping was 
a lucrative business. 

In Pakenham there were few "pleasure wagons"-heavier 
vehicles still served for local transpon, but in Byrown tbe day of 
the smart equippage aras at haad. The use of spirited "drivers" 

" 
had its dangers, however, and accidents were frequent. One such 

,- 
Tl that occurred on Sapper's Bridge (Bytown) is typicai of tbe times: 

"the pole straps broke, and the horses became unnanageable. The 
cousequence was tbat the carnage was hurled with great violence 
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against the log railing, and the inmates of the vehicle precipitated 
ovex tbe b r i d g e a  height of about 15 feet. . . . They were sbortly 
afterwards sufEciently rewvered to be camed home on lit ter^."^ 

The Front, of course, was weU served by steamers plying the 
St. Lawrence. From BrocL~de, stages carried passengers aad mail 
d a a d  to Smith's Falls and Perth, there to be met by the mail h m  
Carleton Place. Tbe proprietor of the Royd Mail h e  of stages 
out of Brockville was, at the beghmng of the decade, advertising re- 
duced fares and "new and elegantIy covered Carriages on Thorough 
Braces"" an inducement to rraveilers. 

On. the Ottawa, there aras regular steamsbip service Gom By- 
town to Portage du Fori. Ln 1852 the Union Fowarding Company's 
iroa steamers EMIERALD and OREGON were pl& as follows: 

"SEAMER EMERALD, Capt. Cuining, will leave Aylmer, up- 
wards every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday Morning at 7 o'dock, 
roucbing at al1 rbe usual stopping places en route each way, and 
return rhe same afternoon with passengers per Steamer OREGON. 

"SEAMER OREGON, Copi. Findlay, Dowwards, will leave 
Portage du Fort the same days, and at the same hour, returning the 
same afternoon making the usual stopages each way."G 

And, of course, the Rideau Canal was bearing jts share of 
passengen and freidit, linkinc Bytown and Kingston. 

Thi.s was the situation when the hope of a railroad swept throu$ 
the townships from the Upper Ottawa to the Front. The interest 
and enthusiasm this possibhty eagendered was tremendous. Ln 
1852 and 1853 neai.1~ e v e v  village held meetings and drew up reso- 
lutions on the subject of a railu~ay that would pass througli the old 
District of Bathurst linking the St. Lawrence to rhe Ottawa. Some 
were of the opinion that the railroad should be constnicted from 
Brockville hrough Smith's Falls, Carleton Place, Pakenham, and 
thence to the mouth of the Madaalaska, aod, ultjmately, dong the 
banks of the Ottawa to Pembroke. Others advocated a more or 
less direct line irom Brockviile to Pernbroke-the line to diverge 
a few miles to avoid crossing Mississippi, Wliite, and h4uskrat 1 akes. 

Pakenliam, too, caupbi rdroad fcver, and at a meeting held in 
January, 1853, set forth the bcliefs and the determination of the 
inhabitants in resolutions tliat read: 

"1st Tbat experience proves that in a i l  countries where rail- 
roads have been made, h e  prosperiry of such countries has been 
rapid and the value of property much increased by furnishing articles 

for consuroption at a lourer rate, and giving a better market for d l  
surplus produce, also a cheap and rapjd mode of traveling which 
add much IO the intelligence and comfort of the community. 

"2nd That t b e  land in this portion of tbe country is equai to 
any orher ~II Canada, but that we labor under great disadvaatages 
h m  out inland position, causjng an enormous cost on all beavy 
articles of impon and expon. We tberefore believe rhat a Raikoad 
from rbe waters of the St, Lawrence to the Ottawa, a t  Pembroke, 
passhg by Carleton-Place and near the mouth of the Madawaska 
River, would meet di the wants of thjs counuy. 

"3rd That the country between the River St. Lawrence, near 
Brockvilie and the Ottawa, at Pembroke, is a leveI and strati6ed 
counm a31 tbe distance, wirh the exception of a few miles; bence a 
Railroad can be consuucted at rnuch less expense by passing tbe 
mouth of tbe Madawaska Rivex thao by any other line, and going 
through h e  and wdl settled country with any arnouat of water 
power. 

"4th Tbat we shaU use every exertion to elect only such Coun- 
cillors at our coming Township Meeting as wili be favorable to the 
consmction of a Railroad ruaning througb bis  Township. 

"5th Tbat Andrew Dickson, James Dunnet, Wiiliarn McAdam, 
Samuel [probabl y Danie!) Hilliard, James Scon, h à r e w  Russell, 
Roberr Brown, Samuel Dickson, Arthur McArthur, George Scoli, 
William Forsythe, Samuel Mciauchlan, M.P.P., and Alexander 
McDonald, be a cornmittee, wirh power to add to tbeir number to 
carry out the spirit of the resolution now passed, by corresponding 
with the parties wbo are favorable IO this line of Railroad, md to do 
everythiog within tbeir power to favor this laudable enterprise." 

So that atl the world stiould h o w  the stand they bad iaken, the 
meeting furtber reçolved: 

"6th That the proceedinps of this meeting be published in the 
following newspapers, viz:-The Carleton-Place Herald, The Bath- 
urst Courier, Britisb Standard, Brockvile Recorder, Ottawa Citizen, 
Bytown Gazette, Monueai I-lerald and Montreal Pilot" 

Whereupoa the correspondent reports that the meeting dis- 
persed "highly pleased."' The radroad was as good as built. 

There were those who feared for business dong the road since 
the country had aü been lumbered through, but the more ardent 
supporten maintaincd that the area wuld stiU produce unlimited 
saw logs. A deputatjon was  sent to Pembroke to examine the pro- 
pos& roule, and on the return of this group another meeting was 
held in the Pakenham schoolhouse. Here the advaotages of the 
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road were outlined; the cos1 and means of construction discussed; 
and statistics presented setting forth the probable business of the 
road. 

Sawed lumber made up by far h e  largest item in tfie estimate 
and was set ar : 

50 d i o n  sawed lumber at 10s a 1,000 £25,000 
Freight to Brocbille came next: 

Merchandise 6,000 
Fîour 5,000 
Pork 5,000 
Oats and provender 2,000 
Sundries not enumerated 1,000 
Butter & dairy produce 5,000 
Shingles, laths, staves 1,000 

The third item was: 
The ma& 500 
Passengen 7,500 

This made a total of 5 8,000 
AUowing workng expenses of 28,000 

the net profit would be 

The amount of stock that the township should take in the new 
road was also discussed; and the question was asked "'is there 
any farmer here that would not wflingly pay tbree pounds a year 
for such a road througb his toumhip.' A sturdy backwwdsrnan 
d e d  out 'we'd dadly pay six', thereupon the resolution to take 
stock w a  unanhously carried."" 

Iaterest in tbe proposed road remained at an enthusiastically 
high level. In May 1853 the 6rst meeting of the directors of the 
Brockvdie and Otiawa Raitnray CompanyB was held in BrocL-ale. 
Andreuf Dickson, who was a director, was, of course, present. The 
meeting discussed plans to have an engneer make a preliminary 
survey; arranged for a canvass of the rnunicipalities and for a solici- 
tor 10 prepare the necessary By-laws for municipalities intending to 
take stock; appointed a committee to prepare a suitable prospectus 
of the Company; and decided to aegotiate with several banks to 
ascertain the best terms on which the Company could do business. 

Shoniy after this first direcmr's meeting, another raihoad meet- 
ing waq held at Pakenham. Andrew Dickson was present to discuss 
the financial aspects of the new venture and to answer questions. 

The following resolution was put: "That, taking into consideration 
the aumerous and important advaotages to be gairied by this 
Township, this meetjng cordiaily approves of the plan proposed by 
the By-law of tbe Counties' Council, relative to the constmction 
of the Brockvie and Ottawa Railway; and corniders the under- 
taking lo give our Guaranice to the proposed loan, not only safe, 
but in the end will be the means of introducing into these counties, 
an amount of capital much needed at present, and weii calculated 
10 advance our present trade and commerce, and assisr in deveiop- 
ing tbe vast and valuable resources of the back country, particularly 
on the Ottawa" 

The resolution waç camed "each person standing up with a 
degree of enthusiastic buoyancy seldom noticed"1° and the meeting 
ended with three long and strong cheers for the railroad. Before 
the gathering broke up, however, it appointed a committee to 
support the interests of the railway. Included were maoy of the 
prominent men of the township: W. McAdam, Young Scott, Samuel 
Dickson, J. D u n ~ e t ,  D. Ogilvy, C, Royce, Jas. Dixon, D. Hiliard, 
P. Russell, John Elliot, R. H. Davie, Doctor McGiilis, Mr. Bowes, 
and Doctor Blackwood. 

The r a h a d  received the support of al1 but one township of 
Lanark and RenGew-Adrnastonll voted against it. There was 
great jubilation in tbe Wages througli which it was ro pass-in- 
cluding Pakenham-and engmeers Ross and Keefer12 were dis- 
patched to Pembroke to make their preliminary survey of the route. 
The engineers retumed impressed with the practicability and irn- 
portance of the scheme and predicted that it would be one of the 
best paying roads in the world. 
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TT333 VILLAGE AT TEE ZLVITFi 

The decade of the 60's marked a turniDg point Li the bistory 
of Pakenham. Sometime during th% period the village reacbed its 
zenith with a population of some 8001 and a varjety of tradesmen 
and professional men wbo made the community a self-smcient 
entity. But Pakenham, like the other villages of the Valley, was 
destin& to change. Ths was the period of traasitjon from a 
lumbering to an agricdrural economp; it was a time of growiDg 
sophistication in social ide and in education; it was an era of revo- 
lutbnary chauges in transponation; and in. the decade factory and 
miIi rose in importance while the industries of home and shop 
declined. 

The A (lm for 1 579, reporthg officia1 statistics, suggested that 
Lanark County had reached the climax of her proçperity, so far as 
population was concerncd, in tkis decade for "whereas tbe entire 
number of inhabitants in lW1 n'as stated at 31,639, in 1871 it 
had becorne reduced to 23,020, thus showing a decrease of 8,619, 
or more than. 27 per cent. during a decade. This resdt was contri- 
buted to most largely by the exhaustion of the fores& and conse- 
quent decline of the lumber trade w i t h  the county; thus compel- 
h g  a temporary exodus of those who had been enpaged in the 
prosecution 01 lhat induçtry."" The Almonte Guserre of March 16, 
1894, also noted the changes in this decade. "After 1860," states 
the report, ''industrial life took on a new aspect, and benceionvard 
we may look for a new stage in inthe advancement of the Counry. . . . 
GraduaUy such industries as lumbering and the tanning of leather 
have declined, and in a few years wdi hardly have any place in the 
ide of the county. So, too, the old log shanties have given way t0 

comfonable dwellings."" 
At the b e a n i n g  of the decade, however, there \vas little 

evidence of dwline, and village Life4 moved with quickening tempo- 
Blacksmiths, cabinet makers, carpenrers, coopers, harness makerç, 
sboemakers, and wagona~akers continued lo prosper. The number 
of general merchants had risen; and in keeping with the greater 
diversity of activities, shops u u h o w n  in the 50's had been added. 
Pakenham now had a butcher, a grocer, a notary public, tliree 
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pahters, a milimer; and, most sigiificant of all, ihere was now a 
schoolmisrress-twenty-y=-old Rosanna McCoy. Another aote- 
wonhy change was the g ro~ing  number of apprentices-would-be 
painkrs, wagoamakers, carpeuters, cabinet makerç, and tanners 
were learning their cbosen trades. 

No longer were the village shops the precinct of men done. 
The druggist employed a female clerk, paging her $3.00 a mont.. 
Robert Brown, generai merchant, paid his two female clerks $10 
each. Hïs male c1erk.s received more than twice as much, wbicb is 
understmdablc wben one remembers the number of bags of flour, 
hogsbeads of molasses, and kegs of nails that his men wouid be 
required to handie. At tbe local hm wornen were paid £rom $2.50 
to $4.00 a month; the men received $10.00 or more. Of the medical 
men in tlie community, Dr. Job Sweetiand was probably typical 
of the successfd professional man of the times. He was a Wesleyan 
Methodist, 26 years old, had a horse and cow valued at $144; 
kept two carrjages "for pleasurc;" and paid his male servant $8.00 
a montb and bis female servant $3.00. 

The village had reached a measure of stabfiity for, whereas at 
the b e g h h g  of the previous decade a large proponion of the 
business and professional men were newcomers, many of those ivho 
came in the 1850's and 1860's rernained am4 indeed, theu descen- 
dants stfl Zivt in the towmhip. Personalities remembered by 
Pakenham's elder citkns today were among tbe villagels of the 
1860's. Some have already been meationed, others qrere: Williani 
Dack, shoemater; Robert Edwards, cabioet maker; John Gemmill, 
notary public; Robert Graham, wagon and slejgh maker, who, 
accordhg lo oldrimers turned the h e s t  sleigh runners in the Vaiiey; 
Mattbew Harvey, boot and shoe manufacturer; R. Mayne, baker 
and corifectioner; John O'Neii, carriage maker; George Parker, 
beef and pork packer; J,ames Quigfey, carpenter; and lames Smith 
and Alonm Sliter teachers of the Grsimmar Scliool. 

Walling's map of 1 8633 gives an interesthg picture of the village 
at the beginning of the decade. The bridge was in the same relative 
position as jt is today, and below it were the dam and tjrnber siide. 
East of the river were the flour and saw mills, HiUiard and Dickson's 
store, and h d r e w  Dickson's residence; and on the West side, the 
cardmg mil1 below the bridge and the British Hotel above it. On 
the hdi were the Presbyterian and Methodist churches and the 
town hall, The Commercial Hotel was at the corner of Graham 
and Elizabeth, and Perry's Hotel (on Graham Street) was near the 
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PAKENHAM VILLAGE ABOUT 1860. (Adapted from WalIing map of 
1863. Couriesy Public Archivcs of Canada.) On Walliag's map, Forbes, 
Dmmmond, Andrew, and Pine scieeu are noi shown; of ihe othcrs, only 
Dalkeiib. Grahani, Vicioria. Renfrew, and Jessie arc named. Many of the 
srreets of the prcsent Pakcnham Village were called after menibers of rhe 
Dickson family. IçabeIla (Mis, John Swectland), Elkbelii (Mrs. Roberr 
Brown), Jessie (Mrs. Robert Lees). Jeanie (Mrs. Daniel. filliard), and 
Margarti ( M n .  Peter hlcArthur) were Andreiv Dickson's daughtecs; Forbes 
and Drummond (Dicksoa) and Andrew (Rilliard) were his grandsons 
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u n h k b e d  railway line. Along Graham Street were a number of 
merchant shops also: Dunnet's between the bridge and Reafrew 
S&eet; Brown's on the east side between Renfrew and Elizabeth, 
and on the W e s t  side Dr. Fowler's; Stoba's and Hartney's betweea 
Elizabeth and Jessie on the east side, and Gordon's on the W e s t  side. 
The n a b e r  of otber sbops aad residences shown indicates rhat 
Palcenham in the early 60's was a popdous and bustling centre. 

This, then, w g  the village that Edward, Prince of Waies, saw 
in 1860 when he visited the United Counties of Lanark and Reafrew 
on his way h m  Ottawa City to Kingston; tbese were the people 
who eagerly awaited his coming. For, like di Joyal subjects of 
Ner Majesty the Queen, Pakenham people were agog over the 
impending visit of E s  Royal Sghness. In lune, 1860, the iYeru1d 
had noted: "The uack of OUT raihoad being the same -idth as 
that of the Grand Tmnk-while tbe Ottawa & Prescott Road is 
narrower-wiU admit of the Prince's car being nrn to Almonte, to 
meet the Royal Wsjtor and hiç retinue on tbeir way d o m  £rom 
Arnprior. If t h i s  plan be carried out, our friends in Pakenham, 
Almonte, Carleton Place, and Smith's Falls, had bener begin to 
brush up. . . ."6 

Pakenham, accordingly, began to "brush up." At a public 
meeting in the village a committee was appointed to ask counci17 
for the sum of 25 pounds to make tbe necessaq preparations for 
the reception of His Royal fighness. Council acceded, with the 
resulc that iraditionai arcbes were erected at each end of the village 
with the word "Welcome." Evergreens and ffap decorated the 
streets and according to the report the village had "a beautiful and 
imposiag appearance" that did credit to the taste of the inhabitants. 

Meanwhile, in Ottawa, the Prtnce laid the corner stone of the 
Parliament Buildings, admired the bridge over the Chaudiere Falls, 
was suitably impressed by the Lunberer's Arch, and rode down 
the slide on a crib of timber. From Ottawa he procedeed up river 
and was given a rousing reception in Arnprior, and then was 
driven through Pakcnham to "the cars" at Almonte. The Sheriff 
and the County Warden were accompanying tbe Prince, but un- 
fortunately, before they bad gone many d e s ,  carnages, wagons, 
and men on honeback joined the Royal Cavalcade. Chaos resulted. 
"In the cornpetition to get as aear the Prince's carnage as possible," 
says the Courier, "the utmost confusion prevailed, and all were 
driving at a furious rate, utterly regardless of the consequenees. 
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This portion of the Prioce's joumry must have bcen very diagree- 
able (sic], owing to the dense clouds of dust raiscd by the horses 
and carriaga. Had the people exercised a M e  prudence and 
judgment, md kept in a regular Ibc,  ir would have been more 
agreeablc for dJ parties. By taking the coune they did, thcy mercly 
m o y e d  the Prince and did themselves ao gmb . . . 

"The Cavalcade of His Royal Hiomess . . . did not stop in 
the Village, but drove through nt a rapid rate, and tbe throigr of 
people linhg the streets, and lookiog out of the Mndom of the 
houes, could bave got iittle better tban an imperfea dance at the 
young Prince as he passed rapidly dong in a cloud of d ~ s t . " ~  

We leave Pakenbam Village with the Priace of Wales as he is 
hurrïed through the arch at the southeni end of tbe village and 
bowled dong the river road, up lodian W and over the end of 
the Canadian Shield, on his way to the cars at Almonte. 

N O T E S  

L Prelude to Seitlement 
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1. For Camdian Shield see: 
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2: Physicol Features of Pukenhain Township 
1. T h e  names in parenrhcses are tbose now in use. 

2. The range of low bills runniog diagonally through Pakenham Town- 
ship is known locally as rbe Pakenham Mouutaia. 

3 : Geoiogicoi Hisrory of rhe Area 
1. Based on information supplied by Dr. Micc El. Wilson, for many 

years with the Geological Survey of Canada. 

See also: Wilson, Alice E "A Guide to tbe Geology of tbe O t ~ w a  

II 
Disîrict," The Conadian Field-Naturalisr, Vol. 70, No. 1. 1956. 

. - 

I 4: The Aborigines 
1. Based on information supplied b y  Mr. J.  V Wrkht A P P ~ - - - I - ~ : ~ +  

National Miiseum of Canada. 
. . ..-ci r . L L - W ' V & I * L ,  

ïL Days of Settlement 
1: The Background of Serileinenr 

1 .  For general information on emimation 10 Canada see: 
Cowan. Kelen 1. Brifisli Emigration ro Bririsli Norrli Americo, Uni- 
versity of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1961. 

Guillet Edwin C. 
Toronio. 1937. 

The Great Migrniion. Thomas Nelson and Sons, 

Macdonald, Norman. Cnnoda 1763-1841 immigrarion and Settiemen~, 
brigrnans, Green and Co.. Toronto, 1939. 

Sbepperson, Wilbur S. Briiisk Emigrarion ru North America, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 1957. 
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2, h b j i c  Archives of Canada. Upper Canada Land Petiijons, Vol. 253, 3: Early Travellers and Seirlers 

1 825-1 839,  n e  *aiure of rhe owmer of the dis, dbough m c d t  1 .  Belden's Ailas (Carleion County), p. d ü i .  
decipher, would appear to be B r r v e ~ .  official documents and 

mj-reçpondence refer to bim as Harvey. 
2- Archives of Canada, Upper Canada Sundnes, 1822, M a r h d  

b c k b m ,  Ott. 23, 1872. The place rimes med by Ma- are 
3 ,  h w e r ,  A. R. M. Colony ro Nolion, L o n g m e ,  Green fi Company, f o u ~ w e d ,  in ~arenrhescs, b~ subsequent designarions and base now 

Toronui, 1946, p. 183. in use. 

4 ,  Sheppermn, Brilish Emigraiion 10 hTarfli America. pp. 4-9. n e  author 3. Lower, Colon?. ro Narion, pp. 187-1 W. 
outlines xime of ihe reaom for the "mass exodris" in the early 1600's. 

5. For biographies sec: 
4. Public Archives of Canada, çecretary of Staie Papers. Upper Canada, 

~ i ~ l i ~ ~ ~ ~  01 Norional Biogrophy, Sidney h, ed., The Macmillan Johsiown and Bathurst D i sk i a ,  Land Grmices, 1810-1835, 45. 
Company, N e w  York, 1908. 

(Verad North h ~ k  Registry Office, Almonle, Ont, Note: 
M i a 0 f h  copies of early records of Ontario rnunicipaljties may be 

Diciiomry ~j Canadian Biography. W. Stewart Wallace. ComP- consdted in rhe Ontario Archives, Toronto.) ne Macmillan Company of Canada Limited, Toronlo, 1926. 
5.  same, P. 471. Sec also Upper Canada Sundnes, 1825, 

2: The Miii tary Setrlsments m l i e r ,  Mar. 23, 1625. MOSI of the present village of Pakedam lies 

1. ne followinç w o r b  contain references 10 one or more of a e  M i l i W  Lot 11, Con~ss ion  1 1  ; the rernainder is in Lot 12, Co~cession 1 1 ,  

Scnlements: 6. Secrebq of $tate Papers, Uppw Canada, Johnstown and Bathurst 
~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ,  ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ .  pioncer Skczchcs in the Disrrici of Bolhursf. n e  Dislric& Land Granlees, 181 0-1 835; and Anglican church ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ,  
Ryerson Press, Taronro, 192s. Archives, Diocesc of Ottawa, Ottawa. aiscrepancies in br: spellhg 

Cruicksbanl;, E, A. .'Maitary ~erdemenis  1815-20,'' reprinied from Of namcs of the early seitlers are cornmon. For example, M = G ; ~ -  
the ~ ~ r a r j o  ~ i ~ t ~ ~ j c n l  ~ a c i e ~ ' s  Papers and Records, Volume hm is someùmes given as McRiban, M c K i b ~ n ,  or ~ c ~ i b b ~ ~ ;  and 

(Ljbrary, public ~ r c h i v e 5  of Canada) - Timniom ls Timons. 

~ ~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ d  Hisroricol Arlas of rhc CounV oi C ~ r l e ~ o ~ j  On/., 7 .  U ~ ~ c r  Canada Sundries, 1825, S c h e y  to Hillier, Mar. 23, 182s; and 
I I / ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ i ~ [ ~ ~ i c a l  Al/as of the C O ~ ~ V  of Laliark, Ont., H. U ~ ~ e r  Canada Land Petitions. Powell ro Hillier, ]une 16, 1675, 
& a., cornp., Toronto, 1879. 

M - D ~ , , ~ ] ~ ,  john. Norrorive of a V O Y Q ~ ~  $0 @lebec, and Journey 4 : The se ri lem en^ oror~nd Li:~lc Falis 

from rjience ro jVe~i Lanork, in Upper  Canada. ~rinled for the l .  U P P ~ ~  Canada Land Petirions, Miscellanwus, PoweU to ~ i l l i ~ ,  june 

by H. Arliss, London, 1826. 1 ,  1825; and Beldca's Arlns (Lanarl; Counry), p. i x ,  

miion, Charloite. A Hun$red I'ears A'Fellin', 1842-1942. p h t e d  2- Traill, Catharine Parr.  lie ~ackwoods  of Conadn, ~ ~ ~ ] ~ i ] ~ d  6: 
for Gil]ies Brothms, ~ i m i t d ,  Braeside, Ont., by me Runge Pr=* S i e w m ,  limired, Toronru, 1929, p. 1 12. 
t im i td ,  Oiiawa, 1943. 3.  Belden's Aflas (Laoark County), p. *. 
~ ~ ~ ~ i ,  Robert, Xideau Waferwcfy, U n i v ~ s j v  of Toronto 
Toronto, 1955. 4+ U ~ ~ f l  h a d a  Sundries, 1825, Powell to MUier, Apr. 11, 1 ~ 2 5 ,  

w3frd, T } ~ ~  Qucen's Choic~, Queen's Printer, Ottawa, 5. Jamem~,  Anna Brownell, Winler S~udics and Siin,mer Rnmbles in 

1961. Thonlas Nelson and Sons Lirnired, Toronto, 1943, p. 126, 

Cowan.  Briiish Ernigro~ion to Bririsli Norrh Amcrica. 

Guillet, The Great Miprolion. 

Macdonald, Irnmigraiiori and Seiflemeni. 

Sbgperson, Bririsli Ernigrotion io Norrh Americn. 

2. See Legget, Rideau Worenuay and Egglcsron, The Qileen's Choics. 

3.  Joliffe, Muiam E. " F i m y  Township" in Trrimactions Women's 
Canodian Hisroricaf Sociev of Otiowa, Vol. IV, 1911; and Belden's 
Allas (Carleton COunty). 

4. Alîeam, Margaret Howilt . 'The  Early Settlers of Mar& Township" 
in Tronsoctions Women's Conadion Hisiorical Socieo of  Oi~aiuo, Vol. 
1 ,  1901; and Belden's AlIos (Carleton County). 

6. Gourlay, 1. L. Hisros oj tlie O~tuwa P'ull~y, Oliawa, 1896, p. 30. 
The reference is no doubt ro ihe passenger pigeon. P. A. Tavcmer, 
(Birds oj Carioda, National Museum of Canada, Ortarva, 1934, p. 
2 5 2 )  siates thar "The immense Rocks of Passenger Pigeons thai once 
darkened the air were one of the wanders of Amcrica. . . . ï h e y  
bred in dcnse rookeries where rheir weighr oflen broke ihe branches 
[rom forest irces. Trees containing rbeir nesu ivere cut down and 
tholigh each nesi coniaiaed only one squab tbere were so m a n y  chat 
ihe p i g  were iurned in ro feed upon ibem. Laior, the netring of 
pigeons was h e  occupation of professional fowlers who shipped their 
proceeds b!. h e  car-load ta the cenres  of population. . . . Tbe 
specics i s  now extincr, the lasr bird having died in capiiviry in 1914." 

7 .  Traill, The BncX.ii.oods of Canada, pp. 1 14-1 15. 
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III. Tbe R o b b n  S a e r s  
1 .  Xn Chapler Thtee, al1 references, unless oiherwise noted. are from 

Public Archives of Canada, Robinson Papers. 

4: Robinson's Selilers in rhc Township 
1 .  The namc Dohorrhy also appears as Dohcriy. Dougherty, and Dog- 

j i e r ~ .  

5 :  Trouble wirh Robimon's Setflers 
1. For a detaded account see Raydon, Pioneer Skerclies in rlie Distrlci 

of Borhilrsr, pp. 124-165. 

2. Guillet, B w i n  C. Eariy Life in Upper C ~ w d a ,  The Ontario Publish- 
ing Co.. Limited, Toronto, 1933. pp. 68, 164.165. 

3. Public Archives of Caoada. Q Series. Vol. 335, p. 379, Maitland to 
Bathurst, May 14, 1824. 

W. Tbe Laird of McNabYs Settlers 
1. Fraser, Alexacder. Tlie Losi Laird 01 MacNab, privately published. 

Toronto, 1899, pp. 5-7. (Allbougb Lbe spelling MacNob appears in 

the ude, McNob is also givm koughout the text.) 

2. Same, p. 7 .  

3.  Public kchives of Canada, State Papers of Upper Canada. Archibald 
McNab of McNab. 1625-1842, Mch'ab to Hillier, Apr. 22, 1827. 

4. Same. Deed of Ccruenani belween McNab of McNab and bis Setilers. 

S. Fraser, The LRsr Ldird of MocNab, pp. 19-23. 

6 .  Archibald McNab of McNab, 1825-1842, McNab IO Hillier. Apr. 21. 
1 827. 

7. Fraser, The Losr Loird oj MacNob. p. 25. 

8. Public Archives of Canada, Q Series, Vol. 335, p. 379. Maitland Io 
Bathurst, May 14, 1874. 

V. Days of Adjustment 

1: Problem~ in  rfie Yoiing Setiiement 
For descriptions of conditions in the early setrlemenis in Upper 
Canada see: 

Guillet, Early Lije in Upper  Canada. 

Howison, John. Sketches of Upper Caiioda, Oliver & Boyd, Edin- 
burgb, 1821. 

Jarneson, Winrer Srudies and Sumnier Rumbles in Canada. 

Jones, Robert Leslie. Hisrory oj Agricrilrirre in Onrorio, 1615-1880, 

Universiiy of Toronto Press, Toronio, 1946. 

Li-, Robina, and Kathleen M. L i r s .  In the Days of rhe Cartuda 
Company, I82J-1SF0, William Briggs, Toronro, 1896. 

Loweb A. R.  M. Canadians t'il rlie Moking,  Longmans. G r e n  and 
Company. Toronto, 1958. 

M M e ,  Susanna. Rougl~ing il in the Bush, McClelland 8. Stewart, 
Limited, Toronio, 1923. 

M d i e ,  Susanaa. Lije in rhe Cleoririgs, ed. and intro. by R o m  L. 
McDougall. The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited. Toronto, 
i 959. 

Skelion. Isabel. 
Taronlo, 1947. 

tl/illiam Bell, A M o n  Alrsierc, Ihe  Ryerson Press. 

Traill, The Backwoods oj Canodo. 

1 . William Bell Joitriulls, ( 1 8 17) Douglas Li brary, Queen's University, 
Kingston, Ontano. 

2. Mmdie,  Inn-o. to Roughing ir in ~ h e  Bitdi. p .  xvii. 

3. Lizars, In rhe Days of rhe Camdo Company, p. 56.  

2: Pakenham Setilers Peri~ion the Goverrior 
1 .  XAwer, Colony to hrarion, p .  165. 

2. Same. p. 230- 

3. Same, p. 232. 

4. Siaie Papers, P 1625-1838, \'OIS. 62-63, Pakenham Settlers petirioa 
Sir Peregrine Maicland, Aug. 1 ,  1825. 

3: The Hanjey-FrizelI Land Dispirrc 

1. Upper Canada Sundrics, 1825, Vol. 71. Harvey & Powell to Ihe 
Bathurst Disrrici Land Board, Apr. 4, 1875. 

7. Upper Canada Land Petiiions, Miscellaneous, Powell to Nilier, 
June 1, 1825. 

3. Same. Vol. 253. 

4. Same, Powell IO Hillier, June 1 ,  1815. 

5 .  OnLano Archives, Township Papers, Pakenham, Copy of Leiter 
Morris to Hillicr, Jan. 19, 1825. 

6. Samc, Proceedings of Executive Council, Mar. 17, 1825. 

7. Samc. 

9. Upper Canada Land Petitions, Powell to Hiilier. Junc 1, 1825. 

10. Same. 
I I  

I I .  Same, Vol. 253. Harvey 10 Sir Peregriae Mailland, June 26. 1825. 
1 ;  12. Sarnc. 

l i 
! 13. Upper Canada Land Petitions, Vol. 753. 
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14. Srime. 

15. Same. 

16, Sarne. The refercace is to Pcter Robinson's emigranu of 1825, 
located at Peterboro. 

17. Ontaria Archives, Township Papers, Pakenham. 
18. North Lanark Regis$r/ Office, Almonte, Oaiario. 

4 : Judith Dougherfy's Petiriori 
1. Upper Crinada Suadries, 1825, \'al. 74, Judith Dougherty to Su 

Percgrîne Maiiland, Sept. 23, 1825. 

2. Public Archives of Canada. Revised Staiutes of Upper Canada, Chap 
ter nI, 3rd WiLliam W .  A. D., 1833. 

3. Public Arcbives of Canada, Journal of House of Assemblll of Upper 
Canada, 1826-27, Appendix. 

5 :  The Plight oj Robinson's Setilers 
1. Robinson Papers, George T. Burke's smtement, Nov. 10, 1826. 
2. Fraser, Tlte Last h i r d  of MocNob, p. 28. 

3. Sarne, pp. 28-29. 

4. Same. p. 29. 

5.  References ta lSZ6 are to: Public Archives of Canada, Colonial 
Oifice Records. 1826. Q 340, part 2. pp. 515-516. "Return of the 

Irish Emigrants, seitled in ihe District of Bathurst in the year 1823 
. . . Township of Pakenbam, March Idth, 1826." 

6. References to 1830 are IO: Onurio Archives, Crown Land Papers, 
20 (4B) Inspecrion Report, Carleton Sr Lanark Counties (About 
1830). 

7. Robinson Papers. Disposition of seitlers in 1823. 

8. Rcporr of  1830. 

9. Refcrences to 1840: Ontario Archives. Crown Land Papers, Inspec- 
tion Bathurst District, Fraocis Allan, 1840. 

10. Uppcr Canada Land Petitions, 1825-1839, Vol. 63. 

11. Repotk of 1840. 

17. Norih Lanark Rcgistry Office, Almonte, Onmio. 

13. Robinson Papers, Robert Harvey 10 [Baines ?], May 27, 1826. 

14. North Lanark Registry Office. 
15. Upper Canada h n d  Peutions. 1839-1841, Vol. 241, July 18, 1839. 

16. Nortb Lanark Registry Oiücc. 

17. Upper Cenada Land Pculions, 1839-184I, Vol. 241, Iuly 18, 1839. 

16. Public Archives of Canada, Census Returns. 1842, Canada West. 

19. Norih Lanark Regiary Office. 

20. Same. 

X r F"' r- r F F F Y  

3°K k l y  lMissionarigs in Pakeaham Township 
1 : Social and ReIigiozls Climre in Upper Cnmda 

1 .  Cyclopocdia of Religious Denominarions, John Joseph Griffia & 
Company. London, 1853. Daerpnt Creeds and Systems prevding 
througbout h e  world written by members of the respective bodies. 

2. b w e r ,  CoIony ro Wurion, p. 187. 

3. Select Doctrmenfs in Corndian Econoniic History 1783-16$fr ed H. A. 
lnnjs aild A. R. M. h w e r ,  University of Toronto Press, Toronto. 
1933, p. 101. 

4. Adams, Samuel Hopkins. Grandjarher Srories, Random House, New 
York. 1955, p. 288. 

5 .  Borliursr Cortrier, Sept .  2 ,  1836. 

6. Same, Nov. 7, 1834. 

7 .  Lizars, In the Dqs ot rhe Camdn Company, p. 73. 

S. Baihirrsi Courier, May 29, 1835. 

2 :  The Coining of ~ h e  Merhodisis 
1. Sanderson, J. E. Firsi Cenrilry of Methodism ifl Canada (2 vols.) 

William Briggs, Toronto, 1908-1910, Vol. 2,  p. 307. 

2. Cornish. G a r s  H. Cyclopoedin of Melhodis~n in Canada (2 vols.) 
Mebodist Book and PublistUng House, Toronto, 1881. Vol. 1, p. 37. 

3. Lower, Colony t u  Noiion, p. 194. 
4. Sanderson, First Century of Meiliodistn, Vol. 1, p. 143. 

S. Carroll, John. Case and his Coremporaries ( 5  vols.) WesIeyan 
Conference Ofice, Toronto, 1869-1877, Vol. 2, p. 435. 

6.  Same, p. 484. 

7. Samc, p. 483. 

8. Same, Vol. 3, p. 37. 
9. Cornish, Cyclopaedia of Merhodism in Corutdo, Vol. 1.  

10. Lower, Colony IO Narion, p .  164. 

11. Saaderson, Firsr Cenrury of Merhodism, Vol. 1, p. 174. 

12. Carroll, Case and His Co~eniporaries, Vol. 3. p. 85. 

13. Same. 
14. Sanderson, Fira Cenrury O/ Methdism. Vol. 1, p. 174 

15. Same. 

16. Same. 
17. Playfer. George F. The History of Metliodimt in Canado, Wesleyan 

Printing Establishment, Toronto, 1862, p. 285. 

18. Carroll, Case und His Cotemporaries, Vol. 3, p. 137. 

19. Same, p. 207. 

20. Same, p. 249. Several spellings are given for the projected mission. 
Tbe river rhat flows lhrough the territory and eoters the Ottawa River 
at Renfrew is the Bonnechere. 
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71. Same, p. 273. 

22. Same, p. 300. 
23. Same, p. 301. 

24. Same, p. 346. 

25.  S m e ,  p. 389. 

26. Same, p. 416. 

27. Lower, Colony to Nafion, p. 236, and &rroll, C m  and His Ce 
remporories, VOL 3,  p. 86. 

28. Lawer, Colonp ro Naiion, p. 195. 

29. Cornish, Cyclopacdio oj Merliodism in Canada, Vol. 1. p. 37- 

30. Cmoll, Case and His Corcrnporarics, Vol. 3, p. 416. 

31. Cornish, Cyclopaedio 01 Mt-thodisnt in Canada, Vol. 1 .  

32. Carroll, Case and His Corcnipornries, Vol .  4 ,  p.  49. 

33.  Cornish, Cyclopoedio of Alcrhodisnz in Camdo, Vol. 1. 

3 : The Early Anglican Mission 
1 .  Jefierson, T h e  Rigbt Reverend Roben and Leonard L. Johnxin. 

Foirh oj Oidr Fcrrlners, Ttie Anglican Book Socieiy, Ottawa, 1957, p. 1 .  

2. William Bell Journuls (1819). 

4. Anglican Church Records. Ortawa. 

5. Same. 

6. Jefferson and Johnson, Fuith of Our Foiliers, p. 6. 

7. Anglican Cburch Records, Ottawa- 

4 : Presbyrerianism Reaches Pukenhm 
1. Lower, CoJony ro Norion, p. 193- 

2. Skelton. WiIlium Bell, p. 58. Mrs. Skelion has givea a detailed 
account of Mr. Bell's career in kotland and in Canada. She has 
also dealr fully with Ihe frictions between ihe Secession Church and 
the Cburcb of Scodand. 

3. Same, p. 57. 

4. Gregg, William. Hisrory of I ~ P  Prcsb~rerion Chrtrch in rlie Do- 
nlinion of Camdo ( i n  IS34), Presbyterian Prinring and Publishin~ 
Company, Toronto, 1885, pp. 191, 359. 

S. MacKay, Beriram Reid. "A Pioneer Cammuniry in Beckwith 
Township, Lanark County, Upper Canada, 1818, locally known as 
'The Derry"' in Transacrions Women's Carindion Ifisroricn! Sociery 
nj Oriair~o, Vol. XI. 1954, p. 60. 

6.  Skelton. MCilliam Be/ / ,  p. 182.  

7. Same, p. 205. 

8 .  Same, p. 210. 

9. G r e a  Histoiy oj rhc Prcsbyrerian Cliirrch, p .  4 7 2 .  

10. Auld Kirk Records, United Church. Airnonie, Ont., contain demils 
of lbe organization of rbe Ramsay Church. 

11- Grea, Hisrory oj the ?'resbyrerian Churcli, p. 479. 

12. Skelton, William Bell, Chaptcr XlII, p. 204, '"ne Church Miiiiant." 
13. Gregg, Hisloiy of rhe Presbyterion Clirrrci~. p. 492. 

5 : Roman Carholic Missionaries 
1 .  Alexis, Reu. P. Hisroire de la Province Ecclesinsriqiie d'011awa ei de 

Io Colonkiarion dans lu Vallee de I'Orron~o, La Cie d'Imprimerie 
d'Ottawa, Ottaufa. 1897. Vol. 1, pp. 127, 128, 130-132, 134, 138, 
180-182, and 366. 

W. Enl* Horizons 
1: The Valley in the 1820's and 1830's 

1 .  William Bell foi~rnnls f 1820). 

3. Witlke, Carle. A H i s ~ o q  o f  C o n a h ,  hdcClelland 6: Stewart, Lirnited, 
Toronto, 1941, pp. 91-105. 

4. William Bell Jorrrnols (1832).  

I I .  Same, (1833) .  

12. S m e ,  (1836). 

1 3 .  Botliurst Courier, Oct. 17, 1834. 

14. Hill. H. P. "Bytown in 1837" in Transnciions Wornen's C a d i o n  
Hisroricol Society of Oaau~u, Vol. VIII, 1922. p. 41; Bathursr 
Courier, Sept .  12, 1834; Fraser, The Lusr ,%Loird of MacNab, pp. 78, 
96. 

15. Fraser, Tire Los, Loird O/  MocNah, pp. 62-64 

16. Bofhursr Courier, Sept. 12, 1834. 

17. Same,Feb. 12, 1841. 

18. Same, Sept. 25, 1835. 

19. Once a spectacular fall where rhe Madawaska River flows i n10  
Calabogie Lake; now rbe site of a hydro-electric power developmenr 
plant. 

20. Bathurs~ Courier, Mar.  I l ,  1836. 

21. Same, May 18, 1838. 

22. SLate Papers of Upper Canada. Archibald McNab of McNab, 1823- 
1842, Vol. 53. IMcDonncll ?1 io Robinson. June 25, 1830. 
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Andrew Dickson and Pukenhoni A4ills 
1. Secretary of State Papers, Uppcr Canada, Johnstou+n and Bathurst 

DÏstricu. h n d  Grantees, 1610-1835, Vol. 105, and N o r h  Lanark 
Registry Ofice, Almonte, Ontxio. Records of land p a m B  arc £rom 
thcse sousces. 

2.  Haydon, Pioneer Sketches in the Disrricr of Barhursr, "Andrew 
Dickson, S b d , "  Ch. VU, pp. 197-236. This chapler gives a sketch 
of Mr. Dickson's carecr. 

3.  Upper Canada Land Petlliom, Bundlc 20, No. 97, Dielison to 
Robinson, Oct. 12. 1E31. 

4. S m e .  

5. Same, Bundle 19, No. 60, Diclrson to Colborne, Jan. 13, 1836. 
6.  Same. 

7. Same, BundIe 70, No. 97, Morris to Sullivan, Apr. 10, 1837. 
8 .  Same. 
9. Journal of the Howe of Asscmbly of Upper Canada, 1832. 

10. For mercbandise available in the stores of the period sce advertise- 
ments in Boihursr Courier. 

J 1 .  Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1835. Appendh. 
12. Bathursr Courier, May 3. 1839. 
13. Slate Papers of Upper Canada, Archibald McNab of McNab, McNab 

to [Hitlier 71, June 4, 1830. 
14. Post Office Department, Governmeot of Canada, Ottawa. 
15. Barliursr Courier, Sept. 12, 1834. 

16. Jarneson, Winter Sfrrdies and Sumilier Rambles in C a d n ,  p. 124. 

17. Journal of the H o u e  of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1835. Appendix. 

15. Barhixrsf Courier, Mar. 3. 1837. 

19. Hodgins, J. George. Schook a ~ d  Colleges of Onrario, printcd and 
published by L. K. Carncron, Toronto, 1910, p. 110. 

20. Bofliurs; Courier, Sepr. 28, 1838. 
21. Limrs, In the Days of rhe Canada Company, p. 56. 
22. Pakenham Township Council. Minutes of Freeholders aad House- 

bolders, 1836-1839. Note: Microfilm copies of early records of 
Ontario rnuoicipalities mas be consulred in lhe Ontario Archives, 
Toronio. 

23. Botliursf Courier, Sept. 23, 1836. 

24. Journal of the House of Assernbl y of Uppcr Canada, 1835. Appendix- 

2 5 .  Barliursr Coitrier, May 16, 1838. 

3: The Birih o./ Municipai Govern~itent 
1 .  Public Archives of Canada, Starutes of Upper Canada, 1835, p. 18. 
2. Fakenbarn Township Council. Minutes of Freeholdcrs and House- 

holders. In this section references to towaship afiain are from this 
SOU rce. 

4 :  Tlie Rebellion of 1837 wui ~ h e  Bu.tile oJ Pdenham 
1. Traili. The Back+ïoods O] Cartoda, pp. 325-326. 

2. Moodie, Rouglring il iti ;lit Bush, pp. 420421. 

3.  william Bell l 0 1 i r ~ h  ( 1 8 3 8 ) .  

4 .  Frascr. The Lasr Laird of MacNnb. p. 105. 
S. Moodie, Roughing ir in the Bush, p. 423.  

6 .  State Papers of Upper Canada, Archibald McNab of McNab, 1825- 
1842, Vol. 53. Hagerman 10 McNab scttlers, J d y  6, 1838. 

7 .  William Beil Journuis ( 1838). 

8 .  Same. 
9. Fraser, The tasr Laird of MacNab. pp, 146-143. 

10. Bazliursr Courier, Nov. 30. 1838. 
11. William Bell Journafs (1638).  

W K  h d r e w  Dickson's ViLiage 
1 : The Village Trudesmen 

1. North Lanark Regisvy Ofice. 

2. Jones. Hisrory of Agriculture in Onrorio. p. 11 1 .  

3. Barliursr Courier, Apr. 9 ,  1841. 

4 .  Public Archives of Canadq Census Reiurns, 1842, Canada West. 
Throiighout this section statistical data of rbe Village and Township 
are from Chis source. 

5 .  Barlii~rsr Coitrier, Apr. 9, 1841.  

7. Ontario Archives, Crown iand Papers, Andrew D i c h u  to R. B. 
Sullivan, Bec. 5, 1840. 

8.  Gourlay, Hisiou oj rlic Oiranw Valley. p. 30. 

9. Carleton Pbce Herald, Oct. 16, 1861. 

2 :  The Tinrber Trade in rhe Valley 
1. Bathursr Corrrier, Feb. 6,  1844. (Tbe Ottawa and Its Improvements. 

From the Report of Malcolm Cameron. Esq., Commissioner of 
Inquiry to the Hoa. H .  H. Kiilaly, Esq., President of the Board O €  
Works, March 15, 1843.) 

2. Public Archives of Canada. Map of tbe Principal Communications 
in Canada West, 1850-51, Major Baron de Roitenburg. 

3. Carlnon Place Herald, July 16, 1854, and Aug. 1, 1854. Except 
where othemise notcd quoiations in tbe rcmainder of this section 
are from this source. 

4. QUE, W. Ei. "Mernories of Byiown" in Transoctionr Wornen's 
Coiiadian fiisrorical Society oJ Oftawu, Vol .  VIJI, 19-2-25, p. 67. 

S. Canada or rite Universal Exlribirion of 1855, prinied by ordcr of the 
Legislarive Assembly, Toronto: Prhied by John Lovell, 1856, p. 164. 
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7. Same, p. 95. 

9. Pigeon, Leopoldiae Bcauchamp. "Noics on sorne of tbe promineni 
c i t b n s  of üie early days of Bytom'' in Trunsacriom Women's 
Corndian Hisioricol Sociegl of Oria,vo, Vol. Vm, 1922.25, p. 21. 

10. Bathurst Coiirier, Aug. 3 ,  1841. 

3 : Polirical und Municipal Aflairs 
1 .  Wiirke, A Hisiog oj Camda, p. 1 1 S. 

2. Same, p. 120. 

3.  Barhiirsr Courier, Jan. 17, 1840. 

4.  Same, Fcb. 14, 1840. 

5. Same. 

6 .  Haydon, Pioneer Sk~;chcs in the Disrricf of Borhi~ra! ,  p. 209. 

7 .  Chief Electoral Officer, hstview, Ontario. 

8, Batliiirsr Coiuier, Mar. 19, 1841. 

9. Chicf Etectoral 0Ece.r. 

10. Pakenham Township Council. Minutes of Freeholders and House- 
holders. 

1 1 .  Bothursf Cojirier, Feb. 8, 1842. 

12. Sarnc. 

13. Same, Mar. 15, 1843. 

14. Samc, luly 11, 1843. 

15. Same, Jan. 2, 1844. 

16. Samc. M.ar. 2. 1849. 

4 :  The Clergymen and the Churcltes 
1 .  Carroll, Case and His Corenipororics, Vol. 4 ,  p. 759. 

7. Ontario Archives. Strachan Papers, Bishop Strachan ïo Ucvcrcnd E. 
Denroche, Mar. 23, 1840. 

3. Sarne, Bishop Strrichan to Reverend A. M. Campbell. lune 18. 1841. 

4. Sanie. Bishop Strachan to Hannibal Mulkins, NOV. 4, 1841. 

5.  Same, Mar. 34. 1842. 

6. Anglican Church Records, Ottawa. 

7 .  William Bell Jourmls, Fcbruary and March, 1840. 

8.  Almonre Guerre, Jan. 7. 1898. 

9 .  Barliursi Courier, June 4 ,  1840. 

10. Auld Kirk Recdrds, Unired Church. Almonte, Ontario. 

i l .  William Bell fournals. 1841. 

1 2 .  Barhirrst Courier, July 6 ,  1841, 

13. Same, Sept. 6, 1842. 

14. Sanderson, Firsr Ceniury of Meihodism in Carroda, Vol. 2.  p. 33. 

1 S. Cornisti, Cyclopaedia OJ Meihodism in Corndo, Vol. 1. 

16. Carroll, Case nnd His Co~einporeries. Vol. 4, pp. 345-346 .  

17. Same, p. 444. 

18. Batizursf Courier, July 28,  1846. 

19. Almunie Eozetie, Jan. 7 ,  1898. The accounr of the building of the 
Stone church is from t h  source. 

20. Barhurst Cuirrigr, June 15. 1849. 

21. Alexis, Hisioire de la Province Ecclcsiarriqrre d'Oaawa et de la 
Colonisaiion dons b Vallee de I'#rtuw~o, Vol. 1, pp. 366-369. 

5 :  The Schoofs and the School Cornniissioners 
1. Statutas of Upper Canada, 1841, pp. 102-1 13.  

3 .  Barliurst Courier, July 6,  1841. 

3. Same. 

4. Census Rerurns, 1842, Canada West. 

5. Pakenham Township Council. Minuces of Freeholders and House- 
bolders. 

6. Same, Minutes of Common Sch001 Commissioners. In [his seciion 
references to the scho01 commissioners are from tbis source unless 
odienvisc nord. 

7. Burhurst Courier, Apr. 5 ,  1842. 

8. Same, Aug. 16, 1842; Oct. 4, 1842. 

9. Pakenham Township Council. hlbutes of Freeholders and Housc- 
holders. 

10. Batliirrsr Courier, Mar.  22, 1842. 

I I .  S m e .  

6: Lawbreakers and Lawniakers 
1. Borhursr Courier, Apr. 23,  184 1. 

2. Samc, May 7. 1841. 

3. Same, Apr. 5 ,  1842. 
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4. Same, Sept. S, 1846. 

5 .  Fraser, A Shorr Hisrory of iIie Fraser C h n  and our own Brunch oj 
Frmers in Conodo ond rhe L'nited Srarcs, L. A. Milne, cornp., pnvaiely 
publisbed, 1943, p. 95. 

6. Guillet, E.arly Life in Upper Canada, p. 309. 

7 .  Borliurst Courier, July 2 8 ,  1846. 

8. Court Wouse, Perib, Ontario. 

7: Life in rhe 1840's 

1. B o i h ~ r n  Courier, Iuly 4 ,  1843. 

2.  Jarneson, Winrer Siudies and Summer Rambles, pp. 87-88. 

3. Bathurst Courier, Feb. 6. 1844. 

4. Same, Mar. 9, 1847. 

5. Gourlay. Hisrory of the Ortawa Valley, p. 49. 

6. Bailtrrrsi Courier, Apr. 6, 1847. 

5: Ofjicid Visifors 
1. Geolo~ical Surv~y of Canada, Ottawa, Report of Progress for tiie 

gcar 1841-6, p. 9. 

2.  Same, pp. 84-83. 

3.10. Geological Suniey of Canada, W. E. Logan Field Book 1845. 

11. Ontario Archives, Crown L a ~ d  Papcrs, Inspçction Bathurst District, 
Francis Allan, 1840. 

1: Changes in rhe Village 
1. Public Archives of Canada, Census Returm. 1851, Canada West. 

Where nor orherwise noted, statistics in this section are from this 
source. See also Ce>isus oj I I ~ E  Cunodas, 1851-52, Vol. 1. 

2. G'arlc~on Pioce Herald, Oct. 9, 1851 

4. Same, Apr. 5 .  1855. 

S. S m e ,  July 1 .  1852. 

6 .  Pakenham Township Council. Minutes of Couacil. 

7 .  Posi Office Deparimeni, Governrnent of Canada, Otiawa. 

8. Cor l~ ion  Place Herald, June 3, 1852. 

10. Corleron Phcc  Heruld, June 17, 1852. 

11. Same, Apr. 26. 1855. 

12. Same, May 9 ,  1851. 

2: Township Courtcd Gover~menl 
1. Public Archives of Canada, Statutes of Cmada, 184849. 

2. Same. 

3. Pakenham Township Couad. Minutes of Cound. Referaces in 
this section are from O i s  source, unless otberivise notd. 

4. Baihursr Courier, Feb. 14, 1840. 

5 .  Ceasus Retuons, Canada West, 1851. and 1861. Sce also Ontario 
Archives, C T O W ~  Laad Papcn. 

6. Catlefon Placc Herald, Oci. 9, 1851. 

7- Same. Apt. II ,  1854. 

8 .  North L w k  Regism Office. Plan of P a k d a m  Village, 1855.  

9. Public Archives of Canada. Map of tbe Counties of Lanark and 
Renfrew, Canada Wesl. From aciual suweys uader tbe duection 
of H. F. Walling, 1863. 

3: Religious and Social Life 
1. Carleton Place Herald, lan. 17, 1854. 

2. Cornish, Cyclopaedio oj Merhodism in Canada, Vol. 1 .  

3.  Anglican Church Reuirds, Ottawa. 

4. Alexis, Histoire dc la Province Ecctesiasrique d'Oifawa er de In 
Colonisnrion dniu lu Valiee de I'Oitawa, Vol. 1, p. 538, Vol. il. 
p. 216; 
Legos. Hector et Soeur Paul-Emile. Le DiocPse d'Orrowo, 1847-1948. 
p. 249; 
Souvenir of Our Cenrenoo Cetebrarions, Iuly 15-16. 1961, Saint 
Michael's Church, Fitzroy Harbour, Ontario. 

5 .  Carleton Place Herold, Jan. 17, I 854. 

6. Same, Aug. 26, 1857. 
i 

\ 7. Same. July 22, 1852. 
i 
i 8. Jones, Flisiorg of Agriculrure in Onfario, pp. 350-35 1. 

0 9.  Corleion Piote Herold, Oa. 7 ,  1852. 

10. Same, Nov. 4, 1852. 
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4: Mr. Dickson's Aciivities 1 
1. Canado or fhc Universal Exhibition of IRIF. lnîormalion on ihe ex- ! 

hibitions of 1851 and 1855 is £rom lhis source, pp. 30, 39. 59, and I 
162. I 

2. Geological Survey of Canada, Reporr of Progreu for the I'enrs 
1853-J415-56, Printed by John h v e l l ,  Toronla, 1857, p. 295. 

3. Woodward, Horace 13. The Hkiory of the GsoIogical Society of 
London, iondon Geological Smiety, 1907, p. 252.  ? 

i 
4. Elcventh Volume of tbe Joumals of the hgislative Assembly of 1 

tbe Province of Canada, 1852-53. Appendix. Details of penitentiq 
q o r i s  in this section are from this source. 

i 
1 

5. Carleion Place Herald, Nov. 18, 1852, 

6. Same, Sept. 15,  1853. l 
5 :  Railroad Fever 

1.  Canada Dircctory. 1857-58, John Loveii, MonWeal, p. 501. 

2. h m r k  Herdd, Dcc. 27, 1850. 

3. Canada Dircciory. 1851, p. 265. 

4. Carleton Pince Herald, July 8, 1852. 

5 .  Same, Dec. 25, 1851. 

6. Same, June 3, 1852. 

7. Same, Jan. 6, 1853.  I 
8.  Same, Feb. IO, 1853. 

9. Same, May 19, 1853. 

IO. Same. July 7, 1853. 

11. Same. J d y  21. 1853. 

12. Same, Aug. 4, 1853. 

1. The Province of Ontario Gazettecr d Direerory, Robertson and 
Cook, Toronto, 1869, p. 372. 

2 .  Belden's A ~ f a s  (Laaark Caunty). p. iv. 

3.  Almonle Gnzerte, Mar. 16. 1894. 

4. Information on Pakenham Village in this period from Census 
Retms,  Canada West, 1861; Miautes of Pakwham Township 
Council; Canada Direcru?, 1864-65; and Tlie Province oj Onforrrio 
Gaîelieer and Direcfory, 1869. 

5.  Map of ihc Counties of Lanark and Renfrew, Canada West, Watling. 

6. Carlefon Place Herald, Juae 7, 1860. 

7. Pakenham Township Council, Minutes of Couocil. 
8. Perih Coirrier, Sept. 7, 1860. 


