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Improvement District — problems
which probably would not arise in
a normal municipality in which
growth could be gradual and to a
greater extent self-sustaining. In the
first eight years of its corporate
existence Manitouwadge incurred
capital expenditures totalling about
$3,000,000. Most of this money
was raised through the sale of
debentures to the government of
Ontario.

The whole concept of Manitou-
wadge as a pre-planned and pre-
engineered community developed
under government supervision was
a complete departure from the
norm. It was an experiment on the
grand scale an experiment that,
only a few years after it began, paid
€xtra dividends in the development
of the Improvement District of
Elliot Lake. The lessons learned at
Manitouwadge stood the planners
in good stead when a fully planned
and equipped town was needed in a
hurry to house the miners who
flocked to that area in the uranium
boom of the mid-fifties. There IS No
doubt that still other communities
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will come into being in Northern
Ontario, and when they do it is
altogether likely that they, too, will
bear the stamp of the Manitou-
wadge experiment.

Although a broadening of the
base of Manitouwadge’s economy
1s a development to be hoped for,
the town’s real reason for existence

lies in the mines which together em-

ploy close to 1,000 people. :
Geco, the largest operation, has

serves so far outlined total

; | —
™2 P 5 ¢ ;
] ;}.';.:__“’l‘i ﬁ_ ; * a' e ‘

e

about 650 employees. The ore re-
29,400,000 tons after mining about
21,000,000 tons since the beginning
of operations. The mill has be?n
expanded to an operating capacity
of 5,000 tons per day for an annual
milling total of 1,825,000 tons.
Geco’s milling operations began In
September 1957. .
‘While the mine is primarily a
copper, zinc and silver producer, it



been injected into the economy of
Canada in the form of Wages, sup
plies and taxes. Willroy was a Guir
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% major extension prograi,
which started in 1963, included lhlc
construction of the ncu‘/ No. 4 shaft
to a dcpth of 4,000 feet, .Ll head-
and friction-typc hoists, and
round development. The No.
is circular and con-
feet in diameter, 1S

mine.
in the copper ¢
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framc
underg ,
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crete—lined, 213
4.000 feet east of the Number 1

<haft. The shafts are connected at
els. In 1970 more than half
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total production was

the mine’s

noisted through the No. 4 shatft.
The Willroy mine which is estab-
lished on six copper-lead-zinc ore-
bodies has produced more than 100
million dollars in new wealth since
production Started i July of 1957.
Practically all of this money has

ed in 1970 by the Little Long 1a
Gold Mines Limited through :I aki
Shore Mines Limited,

I'he neighbouring Willecho mine
from which production was started
In 1965 has been merged with Will
roy. It is established on thres
()[‘L'l)(l(_llt“-, on ll'l(_‘ Hl(i I Lin ’ cho |;1f.
perty. Mining operations are

being

conducted down to the | 800 iuru‘[t
level. The copper, lead and zinc
concentrates that are produced from
both properties are shipped to No-
randa, the United States and Europe
for smelting.

Willroy has a lease on still another
property. The Big Nama Creek ore-
body is just about one mile from
the Willroy mill. The first ore ship-
ments were in 1969 and continued
for two years before operations were
suspended. The output of this mine
also was handled in the Willroy mill.

Several other companies hold
property in the Manitouwadge area.
Varying amounts of work have been

done on them, but there is no indi-
cation that any of these companies
has immediate plans to proceed with
active mining operations. There is
no prediction as to what the f
may bring.

Already in a few short years, the
wilderness area of the Cave of the
Great Spirit has given birth to fous
mines producing copper, zinc, gold
silver, lead and cadmium, adding u
no small degree to the minera
wealth of Canada. In addition,
community with its modern home:s
schools, churches, hospital and rec
reation centre has been provided.

Truly, this has been a mom
mental achievement which only
few years ago could not have bet
considered practical or feasible f
any new community growing in
remote an area. The developme
of such a project called for a trer
endous amount of planning a
plain hard work. Certainly, it ¢

not just happen.

Ore cars loaded with concentrate fron
the Willroy mill, wait in a rock-cu
siding on mine properly.



