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felend Bill Dawe W22 0 bbUS com- contained valuable minerals — but was incorporated 1o des -
man working for @ umr(ﬁ’rlcm of no mineral is worth anything until Further drilling ind.
pany. Thc)f so.lved tlhe al;t:'-l.by en- it is brought to the surface and posit of such importan.
t'rapsportat:on ”::J?c‘:sw of ‘ another marketed. That calls for a full-scale the results became &,
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formed a partnership agreement returned. . . ‘“)".)_)}’ ‘f}_‘“r“r"‘f Were sk
which they have never had occasion Under .t}.'lCS(: circumstances :t_ .1%, -,Qlu_i ruir:d f' ) miles long
to regret. On their first trip in, on a not surprising that .th.? thrcg men five to /J miles in widt
Sunday morning, they flew directly experienced some difficulty n ens : It was f’“”ﬁ%ﬁ that the
to the spot labelled “Sulphides” on listing capital to develop thc?r find. Geraldton, whose existe:
Thomson'’s geological map. They ex- They tried to interest seven different based primarily upon it 20ld
amined the ground, took a number mining companies. Only one shqw— %h.(mld be the springboard |
of samples and were back in ed any interest, eventually sending of these expeditions 1
completely new mining ares ¢

Geraldton by mid-afternoon.
It was a strange quirk of fate

that this ground, in which so little

interest had been shown previously,

should have attracted another team
of prospectors during the brief ab-
sence of Dawd, Barker and Forster.
Thus it was when the three re-
turned to Lake Manitouwadge on
June 22nd to stake their claims they
were dismayed to find that the very
ground they were interested in had
been staked by F. Bergkvist and S.
Pretulac on behalf of Lun-Echo
Gold Mines. It was fortunate for
the Geraldton trio that this com-
pany’s interest was in nickel, and
when samples taken from the show-
ings failed to show any, the claims
were not recorded.

Naturally the three men had kept
their own counsel about the dis-
covery, and now they were equally
s-xlent about the disappointment of
finding that their rights to the
ground had been pre-empted. Their
patience was rewarded when a
.chcck made in the office of the
Port Arthur mining recorder showed
that the claims had not been re-
corded during the 30 days allowed
by statute. S

This time there was no hesitation,
They returned to Manitouwadge,

#

in an engineer to make an examina-
tion. There is no doubt that some of
the other exploration and mining
companies which were approached
have since regretted their decision
not to examine the ground.
However in July, only a few
weeks after the finders had estab-

lished their right to the property,
an engineer, W. S. Hargraft, made
an examination. Although the show-
ing at the time was not very im-
pressive, Mr. Hargraft decided it
was sufficiently interesting to merit
some diamond-drilling. Upon his
recommendation it was taken up on
a partnership basis by his principals,
General Engineering Company
Limited, H. C. McCloskey (who
subsequently turned over his inter-
est to Howey Consolidated Gold
Mines Limited) and H. W. Knight
and Associates. After a few holes
had been put down the deposit
began to assume importance.
Each of the three prospectors
eventually received a considerable
cash payment and a royalty on
every ton of ore mined from the
four discovery claims. Mr. Barker,
who died early in 1970, left his

mark as one of Canada’s most suc- :
"~ shoe prints. Then you know it hasn't

c“" “been staked. So you turn south and

cessful prospectors, .
A diamond-drilling program

tainly Geraldton — and n

exploration centres in Canad.
had never seen #
feverish activity of those :w_ s A
daily routine some 15 aircraft w

busy from dawn to dusk
a shuttle service between Geraldio,
and Lake Manitouwadge, 65 milc
southeast by direct airline.

Scores of other prospectors drove

arivthino
driv._;;")'
/

camps of

i o

20 miles south into the
the Marathon Paper Company znc
hiked on from there to seek their
fortunes.

Since most of this activity was
confined to the winter months — 2
winter in which the temperature
sometimes dropped to 47 degrees
below zero — it involved consider-
able hardship. In most cases real
prospecting (the visual examination
of rock and the assessment of It
values) was impossible and the
activity consisted almost entirely of
“tying on” to claims which had
already been staked.
~ “The thing to do”, one frost-
bitten old prospector advised, " 13
to keep on hiking until you find 2
stretch of country with no SNOW-
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4 broad swath through heavy Ir'mbe.'r
was cut to make way for the Ontario

Hvdro line to the Geco mine.

keep going until you find some-
body else’s number one or number
four post. Then you’re set to begin

staking.”
Under these circumstances 1t 1S

not surprising that in the spring,
when the four-foot-thick over-
burden of snow evaporated, so, too,
did the hopes of most of the men
who had braved the elements iIn
search of fortune.

However, there were several dis-
coveries on ground adjacent to the
Geco property. The most promising
of these were on claims held by
Willroy Mines Limited, a company
named after the two original dis-
coverers, William Dawd and Roy
Barker. Here, diamond-drilling in-
dicated three widely spaced ore-
bodies. Underground development
of one of these was started in
October 1956, and a mill with a
capacity to handle 1,000 tons daily
began production July 25th, 1957,
several weeks ahead of the Geco
mill.

The Manitouwadge camp was
now established as a producing
mining area,

rm rUEE d terrain offered a fos mas coming into being on the land
midable challenge in the early bordering on Mas igr Lake
stages of mine devs iu;::sw nt. Sincs i} MO .
the area was completely 1solated 11k : {1 —
from the outside world., ev 'y ni b
every oot of hinished lumber had g
to be flown in at great cost o1 'r
the dead of winter, hauled by 4 J M
tor over the snow-covered hill l&;f;ﬂ
| he I):']m!ll'n-'lil Of Mind acted O
speedily to remedy this situation by :
driving an access road into Mani () cinad
touwadge to connect with Highway A anitous
17 to the south, Traffic was pous " ‘ - iﬁ
ing over this road before the end ! ity
of 1954, Canada's two major rail for organizi b
ways, the Canadian National and the Y . j___,‘
Canadian Pacific, also saw an op- nes
portunity for service and profit in begin the work "
the developing mining camp. Both OTganizing nned
constructed branch lines, the C.P.R. townsit A - e
from the south and the CIN.K. quired for moders
from the north, so the silence of the The result fvance work
bush was soon shattered by the at the drawing board shows up to-
whistle of laden ore trains. day in the model town of Manitou-
While shafts were being sunk wadge. It is a thoroughly pleasant
and surface buildings were rising on town built to the most up-to-date
the mine sites, a whole new town standards. In the planning prow-
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The access road into Manitouwadge from the south was bull

in quick time after the decision was tak
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