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INDUSTRIAL ROAD

LNATED UNDER TME iy sl &

A PRIVATE HOAD BURLT ¢ OWNID 8%
MAKATHON CORPORATION OF CANADA (il

MAINTAINED JOINTLY By
(OMPANY  THE DEPT OF WIGHBAYS nias

PUBLIC TRAVEL PERMITTED<§

OBSERVE AL COMPANY Wit "

"OP: Hon. Philip T. Kelly (second
rom left), Ontario’s Minister of _ &4 m%«//,///,///; "

fines, pictured early in 1954 stand- P
12 with the discoverers of Manitou-
adge, Jack Forster, Bill Dawd

nd Roy Barker. Behind them is

he helicopter in which they flew to

1€ remote ared.

&
i
b B S
D —

ENTRE: In 1962 the Hon. George
Wardrope, who was then Minis-
r of Mines, used a lumberman’s
roadaxe to cut the ribbon officially
vening the road link from Mani-
uwadge north to Highway 11.

T TOM: Manitouwadge boasts
wwdern and extremely well-equipped
hools. Here a group of junior stu-
enits is waiting for the bell to call
i into class,




A picnic ground for childre
offers an overall view of Man
itouwadge, eained after a shoi
but steep climb.

A forest ranger's camp on 1
shore of Manitouwadge Lak
during the summer of 1954

Right: Manitow-midgets dre
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MANITOUWADGE

CAVE OF THE GREAT SPIRIT

by

IT WAS FORBIDDING land. From the
beginning of time it had lain vVir-
tually unknown except (o the no-
madic Ojibway. Yet it was revered
land, inspiring awe in the native
tribesmen. It was Manitouwadge —
“Cave of the Great Spirit”. Here a
quiet lake nestled in the shadow of
a rugged escarpment, surrounded
by dense forest.

Thirty miles to the south trans-
continental trains of the Canadian
Pacific Railway left their plumes of
smoke as they laboured around the
north shore of Lake Superior.
Twenty-five miles due north the
steel road of the Canadian National

L. CARSON BROWN

etched man’s challenge to the un
The

unknown

conquered wilderness. miles

between were territory
with a few timber companies just
nibbling at the fringe of the wvast
covering forest.

Such was the situation in 1931
when James Edgar Thomson, a
Canadian graduate student at the
University of Wisconsin who was
working during the summer with a
field party of the Ontario Depart-
ment of Mines, entered the area to
make an assessment of its mineral
possibilities.

Dr. Thomson, who was to become
the director of the department’s geo-

ay ¥ s b ¥i<a
X 3 >}ff/‘£,i ' f‘

Th spent the pre-

ORI

ceding summer as the leader of 2

geological field party in the Heron
Bay area. There, in

conversation
with the Indians conducted
largely in sign language inter-
spersed with gutteral grunts — he

heard for the first time of the lake

the Ojibway called Manitouwadge.

His professional interest was aroused

when the Indians, who were not
ignorant of the story the rocks had
to tell, described a greenstone belt
with rusty gossans — an indication
of promising country in the lexicon
of prospectors in Ontario’s Precam-
brian Shield.

Thomson learned what he could
from the Indians, talked to pros-
pective Indian guides and collected
rough sketches of possible canoe
routes into the Manitouwadge coun-
try. The day of aeroplane travel for
geologists and prospectors had not
dawned, nor were there such aids
available as aerial photographs and
maps.

Nevertheless, Thomson deter-
mined to probe the prospects of the
unknown territory and, with the
concurrence of Dr. A. G. Burrows,
the provincial geologist, he began
his quest the following year.

June 17, 1931, saw the start of
the expedition as Thomson and his
guide, Moses Fisher of the Pic
River Reservation, paddled up the
Pic River from the C.P.R. crossing
just east of the Heron Bay settle-
ment.

They paddled upstream against

5



the current, and all that day they
stopped paddling only to pull the
canoe by hand through strong
rapids. As the sun began to sink
below the tree-tops they came upon
the camp of a well-known prospec-
tor, “Little Jack” Miller and his
partner who were at work on behalf
of Meclntyre Porcupine Mines.
Miller was keenly interested in the
Indian’s story of Manitouwadge
and arranged a meeting with the
geologist on his return to the C.PK
Next morning they started out
again and reached the mouth of
Nama Creek. A short distance be-
yond they turned eastward toward
the abode of the Great Spirit.
The going became rougher and
it gradually became clear to Thom-

son that the canoe route into Mani-

ouwadge was as new o his guide
as it was to him -~ that on pre-

vious trips Fisher had always
travelled  cross-country in the
winter.

However, on the fourth day of
arduous canoeing and portagipg
through country that was alive with
game, particularly moose, the gco!-
ogist and his guide arrived at Mani-
touwadge Lake. Fisher was able to
provide the Indian names for most
of the lakes in the area but when
they came to One cast of Lake
Manitouwadge which he could not
name, Thomson forthwith immor-
talized the guide by christening it
Moses Lake. When his map was
subsequently examined by The
Canadian Board on Geographic
Names some changes were required

d Developed Mines
1. Geco
2. Willroy
3. Big Nama Creek f
4. Willecho &
&
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Dr. J. E. Thomson, forme, ;
the Ontario Department o ‘-;j‘”.
gical branch, whose f{’{)fﬂ"
responsible for the discove,. -
touwadge. i

i rig

because of name duplicas,
Moses Lake was officialls .
to Mose Lake and it stil| a;;
such on maps. .

They spent only two day-
Manitouwadge Lake, long ;
for Thomson to make rough
maps of the topography and _
ogy of the immediate area -
during those two days they had |
tussle with a bear which the
finally dispatched with his axe.

In the daily log of his exploration
trip, Thomson made two importan:
notes. The first: “Sulphides norih
of Manitouwadge Lake. Fifty chains
north of the north bay on the west

i

A

- L side of the creek there is a gossan
|  eight feet wide in gneiss and peg-
- matite. The strike is N 80° E., dip

Ore consists of pyrite anc
e with a little chalcopyrite
nd chlorite schist. Samplc

T
led what was to be-
 main orebody 0!




material has been taken Tor assiy
Near this spot the Willroy nin ind a held party retu :
1S NOW ,’lln’lll g steadily anitouwiadee b _ . 4
After this short stay at Manitou River, tra !
widge Thomson and his guide 1 | 1} I
Ll Lin

turned to the C.P.R. right-ol-way
l A LD J-' TR AT i)l i b

,',\: wiay ol the Black KRivel
I'his so far has been an account led bv *Little Jael g
of an exploration trip, almost rou other b Williams I3 ‘
tine in the history ol the dev 'll,l on ahead to Manitou ._ : | v
ment of Canada's broad expanscs with ketch  map :
of unknown country | homson, In those dep Ml & .
The results have been far from mining i Ontaro wa ¥ ‘ P
onvmous with gold nuning {eyth :
_ "

routine.
Llj'-i ‘,l’lllfl l'l‘f.#“' Al h : ,w i1

Thomson's chief in the Deparl
and. when th COSSAnN T

ment of Mines arranged for an 1m
mediate aerial survey of the Mani- Manitouwadge Lake failed 1 .

touwadge arca to be made by one veal any interesting gold colous ,

of the forestry planes that was cur- these two prospectors called off the R g

rently engaged in a survey near the search. o S B g

north shore of Lake Superior to The Department of Mines pub- ber . s
establish the route of what has lished Thomson’s report and the r ke R
since become the Lake Superior accompanying geological map in "'gi OB . |
section of the Trans-Canada High- the following year, 1932. In both o fioe daceancaiian U P
way. The aerial base map was the report and map the author- 5 o :r;r---«-j i : —
Shown in this aerial p_i('turcf are I/zel prim‘.fpal surface installations of Noranda’s Geco Mine. The two headframes both & -

wu‘/ rtcrzon-rz'e lroz.s‘ls tower high over the other buildings and the ,'s"ur;fowﬁ.c'fn;;: )M 4: ,J e e—




their claims and recorded ried out during the next 1y, ;
¢ i

s i st C‘acrll.)g'm?l:%ﬁumt; lsltlzl:lfdimmediatcly. of 1933 indicated thas thiy M
ployed by B 'lt his Now the prospecting team had copper-Zinc-silver orebe,d o
gold mine " Gc”.lldmn all:(fm'c‘- rights to land which they believed siderable size. Geco M y
felend Bill Dawe W22 0 bbUS com- contained valuable minerals — but was incorporated 1o des -
man working for @ umr(ﬁ’rlcm of no mineral is worth anything until Further drilling ind.
pany. Thc)f so.lved tlhe al;t:'-l.by en- it is brought to the surface and posit of such importan.
t'rapsportat:on ”::J?c‘:sw of ‘ another marketed. That calls for a full-scale the results became &,
gz:glgdtozhtmasli Jack Forster, the mining npurutin‘n wh:g'h i‘n t.u.rf‘u ;hf:,,.h.‘}_mj';"t( l_-.a'vi.f,,
operator of a car sales agency who caflls for cxpumhlgrc ol _P’.“":,dl sum; ‘”-'}1”{ ,)ﬂ n‘:..,.-w_;‘,,—e |

owned a light plane which he used of money, possibly millions © —_— }f“’* _ SRS o
for recreational purposes. The three dollars, before the first dollar 1is ”H-J?:f w’rma; it laste
formed a partnership agreement returned. . . ‘“)".)_)}’ ‘f}_‘“r“r"‘f Were sk
which they have never had occasion Under .t}.'lCS(: circumstances :t_ .1%, -,Qlu_i ruir:d f' ) miles long
to regret. On their first trip in, on a not surprising that .th.? thrcg men five to /J miles in widt
Sunday morning, they flew directly experienced some difficulty n ens : It was f’“”ﬁ%ﬁ that the
to the spot labelled “Sulphides” on listing capital to develop thc?r find. Geraldton, whose existe:
Thomson'’s geological map. They ex- They tried to interest seven different based primarily upon it 20ld
amined the ground, took a number mining companies. Only one shqw— %h.(mld be the springboard |
of samples and were back in ed any interest, eventually sending of these expeditions 1
completely new mining ares ¢

Geraldton by mid-afternoon.
It was a strange quirk of fate

that this ground, in which so little

interest had been shown previously,

should have attracted another team
of prospectors during the brief ab-
sence of Dawd, Barker and Forster.
Thus it was when the three re-
turned to Lake Manitouwadge on
June 22nd to stake their claims they
were dismayed to find that the very
ground they were interested in had
been staked by F. Bergkvist and S.
Pretulac on behalf of Lun-Echo
Gold Mines. It was fortunate for
the Geraldton trio that this com-
pany’s interest was in nickel, and
when samples taken from the show-
ings failed to show any, the claims
were not recorded.

Naturally the three men had kept
their own counsel about the dis-
covery, and now they were equally
s-xlent about the disappointment of
finding that their rights to the
ground had been pre-empted. Their
patience was rewarded when a
.chcck made in the office of the
Port Arthur mining recorder showed
that the claims had not been re-
corded during the 30 days allowed
by statute. S

This time there was no hesitation,
They returned to Manitouwadge,

#

in an engineer to make an examina-
tion. There is no doubt that some of
the other exploration and mining
companies which were approached
have since regretted their decision
not to examine the ground.
However in July, only a few
weeks after the finders had estab-

lished their right to the property,
an engineer, W. S. Hargraft, made
an examination. Although the show-
ing at the time was not very im-
pressive, Mr. Hargraft decided it
was sufficiently interesting to merit
some diamond-drilling. Upon his
recommendation it was taken up on
a partnership basis by his principals,
General Engineering Company
Limited, H. C. McCloskey (who
subsequently turned over his inter-
est to Howey Consolidated Gold
Mines Limited) and H. W. Knight
and Associates. After a few holes
had been put down the deposit
began to assume importance.
Each of the three prospectors
eventually received a considerable
cash payment and a royalty on
every ton of ore mined from the
four discovery claims. Mr. Barker,
who died early in 1970, left his

mark as one of Canada’s most suc- :
"~ shoe prints. Then you know it hasn't

c“" “been staked. So you turn south and

cessful prospectors, .
A diamond-drilling program

tainly Geraldton — and n

exploration centres in Canad.
had never seen #
feverish activity of those :w_ s A
daily routine some 15 aircraft w

busy from dawn to dusk
a shuttle service between Geraldio,
and Lake Manitouwadge, 65 milc
southeast by direct airline.

Scores of other prospectors drove

arivthino
driv._;;")'
/

camps of

i o

20 miles south into the
the Marathon Paper Company znc
hiked on from there to seek their
fortunes.

Since most of this activity was
confined to the winter months — 2
winter in which the temperature
sometimes dropped to 47 degrees
below zero — it involved consider-
able hardship. In most cases real
prospecting (the visual examination
of rock and the assessment of It
values) was impossible and the
activity consisted almost entirely of
“tying on” to claims which had
already been staked.
~ “The thing to do”, one frost-
bitten old prospector advised, " 13
to keep on hiking until you find 2
stretch of country with no SNOW-

%
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4 broad swath through heavy Ir'mbe.'r
was cut to make way for the Ontario

Hvdro line to the Geco mine.

keep going until you find some-
body else’s number one or number
four post. Then you’re set to begin

staking.”
Under these circumstances 1t 1S

not surprising that in the spring,
when the four-foot-thick over-
burden of snow evaporated, so, too,
did the hopes of most of the men
who had braved the elements iIn
search of fortune.

However, there were several dis-
coveries on ground adjacent to the
Geco property. The most promising
of these were on claims held by
Willroy Mines Limited, a company
named after the two original dis-
coverers, William Dawd and Roy
Barker. Here, diamond-drilling in-
dicated three widely spaced ore-
bodies. Underground development
of one of these was started in
October 1956, and a mill with a
capacity to handle 1,000 tons daily
began production July 25th, 1957,
several weeks ahead of the Geco
mill.

The Manitouwadge camp was
now established as a producing
mining area,

rm rUEE d terrain offered a fos mas coming into being on the land
midable challenge in the early bordering on Mas igr Lake
stages of mine devs iu;::sw nt. Sincs i} MO .
the area was completely 1solated 11k : {1 —
from the outside world., ev 'y ni b
every oot of hinished lumber had g
to be flown in at great cost o1 'r
the dead of winter, hauled by 4 J M
tor over the snow-covered hill l&;f;ﬂ
| he I):']m!ll'n-'lil Of Mind acted O
speedily to remedy this situation by :
driving an access road into Mani () cinad
touwadge to connect with Highway A anitous
17 to the south, Traffic was pous " ‘ - iﬁ
ing over this road before the end ! ity
of 1954, Canada's two major rail for organizi b
ways, the Canadian National and the Y . j___,‘
Canadian Pacific, also saw an op- nes
portunity for service and profit in begin the work "
the developing mining camp. Both OTganizing nned
constructed branch lines, the C.P.R. townsit A - e
from the south and the CIN.K. quired for moders
from the north, so the silence of the The result fvance work
bush was soon shattered by the at the drawing board shows up to-
whistle of laden ore trains. day in the model town of Manitou-
While shafts were being sunk wadge. It is a thoroughly pleasant
and surface buildings were rising on town built to the most up-to-date
the mine sites, a whole new town standards. In the planning prow-
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The access road into Manitouwadge from the south was bull

in quick time after the decision was tak
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™ Lake

€ Nipigorn

Road Opened 1962 \
—

Mining Access Road | « Opened 1955
Opened 1954

Nipigon

N

Rossport X 3

e I ‘:!L\
- '\\\\‘{’\‘
Q)QQQB Terrace Bay N
s Hemlo | =/
LAKE SUPERIOR CMarathon\ 2 \_/\ ,
7 Pandsih 3

Manitouwadge is now served by
and rail.

sion was made for separa
dential areas, a commercial area in
which are located the retail b
ness establishments, and an
trial area to house service building
of all kinds. This section of the
community 1S entirely separate
from the other areas.

The first of the residential areas
was quickly filled, and by the sum-
mer of 1963 more than one-third
of the second had been built up
and plans were on the drawing
boards for the development of the
rest of this area. This area i1s now
completely occupied and land is
available for still another entire

residential neighbourhood when it

W

# '

| 1s required. Growth has been fairly
/ T , o constant as witnessed by the con-
In 1955 this pescan o;’p c:rfmenzarian d_ ‘ r Stl‘LlFthIl in 1971 of another 16
qver the newly consiructed C.P.R. line. Lojt 1o oy "ad8¢ on the first irain fo run  family residences.
tnister of Planning and ghi: W. M. Nicki

le, then Ontario
. Sl who was M.P. f

‘ th 0 ’ & TOr
later incumbeny of the Mine st 0. Minisicr of Mingw Ges

Fort William; p, T Ke”y,Development; The Rev. Dan Mclvor, The mining companies are the

rge C. Wardrope, a principal owners of residential pro-
| | perty, and between them they owrn

8 portfolio,

10




The Church of the Holy Spirit, the
Anglican Church of Manitouwadge.

Right: The United Church of Canada,
Manitouwadge.

about 75 per cent of the dwellings.
The comfortable, well-constructed
homes are rented to mine em-
ployees. There are, however, large
blocks in the residential areas that
are owned by other local business
interests and by individuals, and of
course, the commercial and indus-
trial properties are owned by other
than the mining enterprises.

In addition to its family resid-
ences, Noranda Mines Limited,
which in 1964 took over the Geco
property, as a matter of policy pre-
fers to have its employees living off
the mine property. It therefore
maintains a number of dormitories
for single men and a dining hall in
the central part of the town.

Visitors to Manitouwadge find

- accommodation in a comfortable
~ motor hotel. The 32-bed cottage-
 typ senerzl hospltal is considered
del institution of its kind in

Omam. The community’s
- churches (Roman Catholic,

Anghcan, United and Lutheran)
are built at a prin ipal intersection
A 1963 addition 10 the town's
public buildings is the large Ontario
Provincial Polic headquarters in
which 15 mncorporated the mag

trate’'s courtroom

Further extension of facilitie

1970 included the transfer of th

W‘”P('ll'lil’rn (‘l.‘f"*‘r“ili ‘ilgﬂ | 'r; ]i-
Ontario Paper Company to Mani
touwage from Heron Bay, In

dition to the office building itsel

this establishment called for th

CONSITucCtom o

Fand.
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: Manitouwadge Public Scliool

The interior of the Public Library.

A busv class 7

The hospital stands on the edge of the lake.

outdoor swimming pool was opened
to the public and work was started

on a nine-hole municipal golf course.
A gift of $130,000 by Noranda
Mines Limited plus an allocation of
$65,000 by the municipality and a
further $20,000 raised by public
subscription made the two projects
possible. Paved tennis courts have
been added at the community centre.
The rapid expansion of the
school population (up by 500 per-
cent since 1957) has posed spe-
cial problems for the municipality.
Townspeople are justifiably proud
of the fully modern public, separate
and high schools. But by 1963 it
had become evident that a major
addition to the high school was
urgently needed. Geco Mines step-
ped into the breach with a con-
tribution of $300,000, sufficient to
énsure that taxpayers would not
have to meet any special levy for
the expenditure, nor even the inter-
est charges that would have resulted
from debenturing the project in the
normal way, The remaining

$137,000 required for the school
addition was

- wadge and, as a result,

magnificent contribution to the com-
munity in the form of a million-
dollar-plus recreation centre that
went into operation in 1965. The
centre contains a four-sheet curling
rink, an arena for year-round use
that will seat 400 people, an audi-
torium, a library, club rooms,
meeting rooms and other amenities.
The annual operating costs are
defrayed through a membership

employees pay equal shares,

plan in which local employers and

The year 1962 was one of whole—

in the town is now paved and the

street lighting system is complete.

Incidentally, all wires are strung in

lanes behind buildings so the streets
are free of unsightly festoons of
wires. The Bell Telephone exchange
is entirely automatic. Thanks to the
initiative of a group of towns-
people, residents are able to enjoy
regular television with better recep-
tion than would otherwise be pos-

~ sible in an area so distant from the
~ points of transmission. Programs

:_fmm the Lakehead and Marquette,

every street ~nominal cost. A C.B.C. “booster’




 jower
~ grams
g The
_'is thc Ol"l')’
is the pride

now makes all network pro-
available to townspeople. |
fire department, Twhu.w L‘llfcl
full-time paid member,
of Manitouwadge resi
. The department has h[.‘(.,,
demh-. od tOp honours hoth for
&lWﬂfd.‘) and all Canada as the most
c;'?'u:;lr:t ‘ firc-fighting organization
: n nicipalities in the same popu-
@ ‘mu rangc. It has ranked eighth
"au?f’:lnada in competition with all
- icipal fire departments.
mt;l;l itF: early days Manitouwadge

" Sunday Mass is over at the Roman
Catholic Church, and the congregation
heads for home and lunch.

~ The new separate school in Manitouwadge.

found garbage disposal 1o be & real
problem because of hazard 1o the
forest presented by burning rubbish,
combined with the nuisance
possible danger

and
Oof bears which
attracted by the prospect of a free

meal, swarmed to the t_luml) EVery
evening. The solution to both pfwh«
lems lay in the construction of
highly efficient incineratos

With a view to recreation,

s |

enter
tainment, and self-improvement

people of Manitouwadge have
to remarkable lengths in establish
Ing such organizations as ski. curl
ing and swimming clubs, a drama
group and bridge clubs. All these
activities, supplementing the work
of such standard organizations as
the Canadian Legion and the ser-
vice clubs make for a busy and
happily self-contained community
which is made up largely of com-
paratively young people. Alto-
gether, 48 separate “activity groups”
are operating in the town.

The life of Manitouwadge is, of
course, based on one industry —
mining. Undoubtedly this will be
the case for some years to come,
but a broadening of the munici-
pality’s economic base is seen as
the ultimate aim.

The present population is about

L

EOne

5500 but, if the concept of the

COMMUNItY a8 & resource centre and
an  urban  munic ipality 10 serve
people living over a broad area s
reahized arul f?ﬁ.'zﬁwm"y will

E?" iy e ver ..‘ 4 7% 3."_3 1 1).5 Yy -

i could

e

LIMTIINGE Yyears

A ma Jor step

Aoan -’.;tib EN wilh

treat hirectiywn
i 1982
foad hink thae s
way 11 © the

Worth arc e ¥4 ’ P )
DOTIN and, even muwe ._.:..;x__.ﬂm_f P
uigh Maniogwade:

e st 5 5 8
I Jr#_. fz;\-f.; ‘

of thie fast LS §TET A

required 1o Bve accews from

nnecung thes highway with the
Irans-Canada route, Highway 17
0 the south

| he H;‘-i...'a;f;)‘_;-!.'-;'::i",}f. 4 '-‘ddf‘i';?.‘?:“?.s'

wadge as the first Government.
planned Ontarno

'ah'-:rs‘srm‘:d ‘irwm the decision W

e e e B

mumCipality mn
the
provincial government that no more
so-called should

company towns
)

be set up in organized territories
I'his decision was com
’ 1 A Sl 2 =

with the wishes and

gives the municipality complete con
trol of fringe area development ove
an area of 144 square miles. Man
touwadge is presently governed by
three-man board of trustees 2
pointed by the provincial gover
ment. The arrangement enta
financial problems peculiar t©



ler

' "
Miner operdling drill u :
ground i1 Willroy Mine

Improvement District — problems
which probably would not arise in
a normal municipality in which
growth could be gradual and to a
greater extent self-sustaining. In the
first eight years of its corporate
existence Manitouwadge incurred
capital expenditures totalling about
$3,000,000. Most of this money
was raised through the sale of
debentures to the government of
Ontario.

The whole concept of Manitou-
wadge as a pre-planned and pre-
engineered community developed
under government supervision was
a complete departure from the
norm. It was an experiment on the
grand scale an experiment that,
only a few years after it began, paid
€xtra dividends in the development
of the Improvement District of
Elliot Lake. The lessons learned at
Manitouwadge stood the planners
in good stead when a fully planned
and equipped town was needed in a
hurry to house the miners who
flocked to that area in the uranium
boom of the mid-fifties. There IS No
doubt that still other communities

14

will come into being in Northern
Ontario, and when they do it is
altogether likely that they, too, will
bear the stamp of the Manitou-
wadge experiment.

Although a broadening of the
base of Manitouwadge’s economy
1s a development to be hoped for,
the town’s real reason for existence

lies in the mines which together em-

ploy close to 1,000 people. :
Geco, the largest operation, has

serves so far outlined total

; | —
™2 P 5 ¢ ;
] ;}.';.:__“’l‘i ﬁ_ ; * a' e ‘

e

about 650 employees. The ore re-
29,400,000 tons after mining about
21,000,000 tons since the beginning
of operations. The mill has be?n
expanded to an operating capacity
of 5,000 tons per day for an annual
milling total of 1,825,000 tons.
Geco’s milling operations began In
September 1957. .
‘While the mine is primarily a
copper, zinc and silver producer, it



been injected into the economy of
Canada in the form of Wages, sup
plies and taxes. Willroy was a Guir

rable values™ in

clds conside :
~y > . >
SOMe guld- Copper, Zinc

Watertower gnd tiecad frame

i i I ge.
ametric patterns at Willroy ’Hm:sﬂ’

i also i
- Jead with

are conccnlrutcd at the
are returned

and Jead 168
‘ Gold and silver . |
oncentrates. The cop-

the Noranda smelter
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;f'ncd by Cunudian. Electrolytic
Enlc Limited at V:‘lllc%fl:lcllcl, QLu:-I:)cc,
and the lead goes 1O .I rail, B.C.

% major extension prograi,
which started in 1963, included lhlc
construction of the ncu‘/ No. 4 shaft
to a dcpth of 4,000 feet, .Ll head-
and friction-typc hoists, and
round development. The No.
is circular and con-
feet in diameter, 1S

mine.
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er is sent Lo
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crete—lined, 213
4.000 feet east of the Number 1

<haft. The shafts are connected at
els. In 1970 more than half

four lev _
total production was

the mine’s

noisted through the No. 4 shatft.
The Willroy mine which is estab-
lished on six copper-lead-zinc ore-
bodies has produced more than 100
million dollars in new wealth since
production Started i July of 1957.
Practically all of this money has

ed in 1970 by the Little Long 1a
Gold Mines Limited through :I aki
Shore Mines Limited,

I'he neighbouring Willecho mine
from which production was started
In 1965 has been merged with Will
roy. It is established on thres
()[‘L'l)(l(_llt“-, on ll'l(_‘ Hl(i I Lin ’ cho |;1f.
perty. Mining operations are

being

conducted down to the | 800 iuru‘[t
level. The copper, lead and zinc
concentrates that are produced from
both properties are shipped to No-
randa, the United States and Europe
for smelting.

Willroy has a lease on still another
property. The Big Nama Creek ore-
body is just about one mile from
the Willroy mill. The first ore ship-
ments were in 1969 and continued
for two years before operations were
suspended. The output of this mine
also was handled in the Willroy mill.

Several other companies hold
property in the Manitouwadge area.
Varying amounts of work have been

done on them, but there is no indi-
cation that any of these companies
has immediate plans to proceed with
active mining operations. There is
no prediction as to what the f
may bring.

Already in a few short years, the
wilderness area of the Cave of the
Great Spirit has given birth to fous
mines producing copper, zinc, gold
silver, lead and cadmium, adding u
no small degree to the minera
wealth of Canada. In addition,
community with its modern home:s
schools, churches, hospital and rec
reation centre has been provided.

Truly, this has been a mom
mental achievement which only
few years ago could not have bet
considered practical or feasible f
any new community growing in
remote an area. The developme
of such a project called for a trer
endous amount of planning a
plain hard work. Certainly, it ¢

not just happen.

Ore cars loaded with concentrate fron
the Willroy mill, wait in a rock-cu
siding on mine properly.
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