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Preface

What were the French communities like
in the eighteenth century? For a brief look,
come with us in imagination to the village
of Kaskaskia in the 1740s. Here we find
dusty. wide streets, lined with stockade-like
fences. above which appear the steeply
pitched roofs of houses. Opening a gate in
one of these fences reveals a house of heavy
upright log construction with a paneled
front door and deeply-set casement win-
dows. The path to the door is lined with
flowers and herbs, in the spring the orchard
at one side of the yard would be in bloom.

Inside the house are two large rooms with
fireplaces and off these, smaller bedrooms.
The main room. where most of the daily
activities are carried out, is furnished with
carved walnut chests, a vast armoire, a side-
board, tables and armchairs. Linen cur-
tains hang at the two small windows and
on the white-washed wall is a mirror.

If our imaginary visit coincided with one
of the frequent balls, we might see the lady
of the house dressed in her best gown of
striped pink and white taffeta and red high-
heeled shoes. Her husband might be wear-
ing a green coat, vest and breeches, stud-
ded with silver buttons, all having been im-
ported from France on the last convoy.

Does this sound like the frontier? Cer-
tainly, it is not the picture received from
the accounts of the later American pioneers.
But French colonial life was quite differ-
ent from that of the later immigrants; by
the time of our imaginary visit to
Kaskaskia, the French had been settled in
the area for over a generation.

Where did they come from? Why did
they settle here? To answer these questions
we must turn back to the late seventeenth
century.
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D2 ()C’fg Le Pays des lllinois, the country of

AYA)  the lllinois, referred to the land oc-
9365?& cupied by the Illinois Indians, the
lIliniw,‘ek, in the seventeenth century. By the
eigh(eé11ll1 century, this had become a gov-
ernmental designation as well. The country
of tl)e} Illinois was the upper part of the
French colony of Louisiana.

Thelllinois Country included at least part
of llﬁeipresenl states of Illinois, Missouri,
lowa and Indiana. The military and civil
center of government was Fort de Chartres.
Its jﬁm;sdiclion extended from the Kansas
Rive!r on the west to the Ouabache [ Wabash|
on theeast and to the Arkansas on the south.
The northern reach was not as well defined,
but as the post at Peoria was garrisoned from
Fort ]dé Chartres, it apparently was included.

Tﬁe‘]]Iinois Country was explored first by
Canadian voyageurs; these were licensed
traders looking for furs, especially for bea-
ver, to send back to France. Not only were
furs worn for warmth, but the beaver pelts
were QSed in making felt for fashionable
men|s hats. Rather than catching the fur-
bearing animals themselves, the voyageurs
traded| with the Indians, exchanging axes,
knives, kettles, beads and other items for
furs. ﬁlmv carly in the seventeenth century
the voyageurs came into the Illinois Coun-
try is not known as most were illiterate and
left nolrecord of their travels.

The!truclc potential attracted explorers
wholsought to find a waterway south to the
sea; jstich a passage would ease the trans-
portation problems. In 1672, Sieur Louis
Jolli'elformed an expedition to explore south
of the Great Lakes for that waterway. Jolliet
look;wlilh him five men and a Jesuit priest,
Fr.J %quues Marquette.

Their travels took them across Lake
Michig‘an, through present Wisconsin and
dowh the Mississippi River. On the jour-
ney.fprobably within the present state of
lowei, t;hey encountered a village of Peoria

On June 17,1673, explorer:
Louis!Jolliet and Father: Jacques
sippi River, traveled iits length

to) the Arkansas River and

retunned to their base at
Mackinag, vial the_lllinois River:
and Lake Michigan:

Re-enactor in typical dress of the
voyageurs.

| Exploration and Early Settlement

Indians, part of the Illiniwek or Illinois na-
tion. Jolliet and Marquette continued down
the Mississippi as far as Arkansas, then, sat-
isfied that they had found the route to the
sea, began the trip back. At the juncture of
the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers, they
turned aside to investigate this passage back
to the lakes.

On the river in northern Illinois, opposite
the elevation known later as Starved Rock,
they found a village of the Kaskaskia Illi-
nois. Here, Fr. Marquette founded the mis-
sion of the Immaculate Conception, the first

[ mission in the Illinois Country.

Fr. Marquette returned to the infant mis-
sion for a short time in 1675, but died dur-
ing his return trip to Canada. In 1678, Fr.
Claude Allouez came to continue the work
of the mission. By then, the village had
grown and contained seven groups of the
Illinois tribe, including the Peoria. Fr.
Allouez counted 351 “cabins™ spread out
along the water's edge. Those cabins were
large oval structures made from a framework
of saplings bent over and fastened at the top
to form a rounded roof. Woven reed mats
and bark then covered the frame. These huts
varied in length from 12 to 60 feet, and the
larger ones might house twenty or more resi-
dents. The total population of this village is
estimated to have been 5700, larger than the
young French settlement of Quebec was at
this time.

o/

Bark lodge.




The parish that developed from the mis-
sion of the Immaculate Conception is still
in existence today. over 300 years later, but
|l is located in southern Illinois in the hcml
land near Chester, Illinois. How (hd it move
down there? For that, we have to trace fur-
ther the movements of the Illinois Indians.

Trade was the bond between the Illinois
and the French. The lives of the Indians and
the voyageurs were much alike: they both
moved great distances in their activities. The
traders traveled from Montreal to Illinois:
the Indians went from winter camps to their
summer villages along the rivers, and on war
parties, slave-capturing expeditions and buf-
falo hunts far to the west.

Although the French government was
anxious to encourage settlement in order to
strengthen its claim to the central valley, the
voyageurs who plied the waters of the Illi-
nois River were not interested in coloniza-
tion. Governmental wishes had little effect,
but a woman's determination succeeded
where officials had failed.

The woman was Marie Aranipinchicoue,
the seventeen-year-old daughter of Rouensa.
a Kaskaskia chief. Her father wanted her to
marry a Frenchman, Michel Accault, or Ako
as it is generally written. A voyageur for
many years, Ako had traveled with La Salle
and had accompanied Fr. Hennepin on his
trip up the Mississippi and into captivity with
the Sioux. Fr. Gravier, who was now in
charge of the mission, said disparagingly that
Ako was famous in the Illinois for his de-
baucheries.

Marie, a devout Christian,
marry Ako. Days of strife followed her de-
cision. Her angry father stripped her of all
her ornaments and drove her out of his cabin.
Marie took shelter with other Christians
while her father tried to turn the Indians
against the priest whom he suspected,
wrongly as it happened. of having influenced
Marie's decision.

Finally, Marie decided to marry Ako with
the hope of reforming him and of convert-
ing her parents to the God she worshipped.
Such was Marie's character and religious
fervour that she succeeded shortly in both
endeavors. Ako became an upright citizen,
saying to the priest that he hardly recognized

refused to

Father Gruvicr left the communily now I0-
1700. thn hc arrived, he found that the
Kaskaskia were about to leave for [a |pro-

|3 posed colony of John Law's on the Mlissis-

Man Who Tracks,

Kaskaskia Indian.
by George Catlin.

himself anymore. Chief Rouensa and his fif-
teen-member family embraced the new re-
ligion and the majority of the Kaskaskia soon
followed their chief's example and were bap-

tized. The conversion of this large group of

the Illinois greatly increased the size of the
mission and gave an impetus to settlement.

Shortly after the Ako union, other French
and Indian marriages took place. Jacques
La Violette, who also had been with La Salle,
married Catherine Ekopakineoua, Louis
Delauney married Catherine Rouecanga and
Antoine Baillarjon married Domitilde
Choupingoua.

The [llinois Indians are described as be-
ing tall and well-built, and the women must
have been determined as well as attractive
to get their voyageur husbands to become
more settled and domestic. These French-
men and their wives, with the other Chris-
tian Indians, formed the nucleus from which
the French colony developed.

The baptismal records for the Mission of

the Immaculate Conception still exist in part
and record the birth of a son, Pierre, to Marie
Rouensa and Michel Ako in 1695. In the
same year Catherine Delauney and
Catherine La Violette also gave birth to sons.
Acting as godfather on at least one occasion
was Henri de Tonti (of the iron hand). La
Salle's former lieutenant.

Few records exist for the following years.

sippi. Father Gravier hoped to slop| his

Kaskaskia from joining the colony and they
did halt their journey south near the prc sent
site of St. Louis, Missouri on the Rl\el Des
Peres. Itis from this settlement that lhe fiver
today still bears the name Des Peres I{of[he
Fathers]. ‘

The French families also n%c ved
downriver to the new Kaskaskia yill;_;ﬁ,. In
1700, little Pierre Ako. only five yea“rs old,
was sent to Quebec to receive his educ:ution.
Michel Ako died, and Marie Roucnsa:@nar-
ried. Her new husband, Michel Plpl"ppe.
had received a grant of land in Mobile and
probably came upriver on a trading voyage,
but he chose to remain with the Kus"kzmkiu
village rather than take his new family back
to Mobile. Across the Ml\\l\slppl‘RlVCl
from Des Peres, in [llinois, was a cclvl]e ment
of Cahokia and Tamaroa Indians. lnl‘ 1699,
the mission of the Holy Family a(l been es-
tablished at this Illinois Indian \’l“ﬂ"lc by
priests of the Seminary of the Foreign Mis-
sions. Some of the Tamaroa Indiansjoined

the Des Peres village, and the number of

French continued to increase also. |

Not all the Frenchmen were in residence
at one time. however, for they were busy
coming and going on the river inilrade.
Despite the newly arrived French|immi-
grants, the settlement on the River des Peres
remained an Indian village with lndii‘n cab-
ins and gardens, not a colonial settlement
laid out in European fashion, but this shortly
was to change. ‘
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Holy Family Church, Cahokia, 11l ‘)




Founding of the French Communities

2 Al Fearing attacks from the Sioux
A /V'\‘ Indians at the River Des Peres, on
22707 the west side of the Mississippi, the
village migrated again in the spring of 1703,
moving downriver to a peninsula between
the Mixsissippi River and a tributary, the
Metchigamia River, named for yet another
group of Illinois Indians. This stream is now
knownlas the Kaskaskia River from the later
urrivjuls. Here the mission of the Immacu-
Iu_le__Cp_m:__eplion became a parish, and a
church was built.

Tl{e village gradually acquired a larger
French contingent. From where did these
new [settlers come? Initially, most of the
newcomers were from Canada, but as set-
tlers |in the/ Gulf region became dissatisfied
with conditions there, or sought new oppor-
lunilies, they too moved up to the Illinois.

Although the descriptions sent back to

France tend to be exaggerated, there is no
doubl that the young colony was attractive
compared to war-torn France, to the humid
Gulf Coast, or as an escape from the long
severe winters of Canada.

The ?(l(/f(’.\‘ even venture to make this long
and painful voyage from Canada, in order
10 (’Ili(l their days in a Country which the Ca-
nadians look upon as a terrestrial paradise.

This country where they are settled is one of

the I;l().VI beautiful in all of Louisiana and
the best for the fertility of the soil. They grow
wheat as fine as that in France, and all types
of vegetables, root crops and herbs. There
are also all kinds of fruit with very good fla-
vor. T/re_v have in the prairies many animals

.\'u('h“as oxen and cows.

|
A lnumber of the new French immigrants
married Indian women despite the increas-
ing opposition by the government to such
marriages. The priests approved of these
unim:w, maintaining that the women were

|

Y [V~ evl)
7 IKaskac
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both virtuous and industrious. There were
few marriageable French women in Louisi-
ana; most of the women in Mobile and New
Orleans were already wives of colonists. To
alleviate this shortage, the government pro-
posed to ship marriageable girls from France
to Louisiana.

In 1704 the vessel “Pelican” made port on

the Gulf Coast in Louisiana with a cargo of

girls from a convent orphanage, most of whom
were promptly married. Jean Brunet dit
Bourbonnais and his wife, Elisabeth
Deshayes, a Pelican girl, soon came up to Illi-
nois, where they would spend their long life
-ik)gell16|'. But girls continued in short supply
until those born in the New World reached
marriageable age. Nicolas Michel Chassin,
the royal storekeeper at Fort de Chartres, wrote
back to France a complaint on his single state:

You see, Sir;, that the only thing I now lack in
order to make a strong establishment in
Louisiana is a certain article of furniture that
one often repents of having got and which |
shall do without like the others until — the
company sends us some girls who have at
If by
chance there should be some girl with whom

least some appearance of virtue.

you are acquainted who would be willing to
make this journey for love of me, I should
be very much obliged to her and I should
certainly do my best to give her evidence of
my gratitude for it.

No girl from France volunteered, but
Monsieur Chassin in 1722 married Agnes
Philippe, the 16-year-old daughter of Marie
Rouensa and Michel Philippe.

Among the French who moved into the
[llinois we find names that still exist in I1-
linois and Missouri today: Bienvenu,
Dirousse, Duclos, Roy, Gilbert, Aubuchon,
Robert, Barbeau. Many of the men had
nicknames, like Jean Brunet dir [called]
Bourbonnais. Sometimes, these names re-
lated to the area from where the man came:
Blouit dit Le Breton, De Fosse dit Le
Normand, and Joseph Quebado dir
L’ Espagnol [the Spaniard].
probably from physical characteristics:
Charle Helie dit Gros [big| and Jean Chabot
dit Petit [little]; some may have been pro-
fessions: Antoine Gilbert dit Rotisseur

Some were

[roasting cook| and Henri Belmont dit
Boulanger [baker].

The reasons for other names are obscure;
they may have referred to interests, char-
acteristic behavior or some event in the
person's life: Leonard Billeron dir La Fa-
tigue [the tired one|; Antoine Ple dit La
Plume [the feather or pen]; Francois Hennet
dit Sanschagrin [without regret]; Louis
Baudrau dit Va De Bon Coeur [goes with
good spirit]; and Francois Cecire dit
Bontemps [good times].



Sometimes the “dir” became used instead
of the original surname for a branch of the
family, as today La Chance and La Rose
exist as surnames in Ste. Genevieve and
other areas. The carly settlers from whom
they probably are descended were, however,
named Nicolas Cailott dir La Chance and
Andre De Guire dit La Rose.

Not all the Canadians in the Illinois were
settled and well-behaved colonists. The
voyageurs led a hard and lonely life in the
wilderness and trouble was apt to result
when they came to a village where wine and
women were available. The priests were dis-
turbed by this and by the bad example thus
set for the Indians, and complained to the
governor. In 711, a sergeant and a group
of soldiers were sent up from the Gulf coast
to Kaskaskia to arrest and discipline the of-
fenders, but the Canadians escaped into the
woods. From the pen of a soldier, Penicaut,
we have a brief description of the village at
this time.

Penicaut was most impressed by the
church which had three chapels. a baptis-
mal font and a bell with which to summon
the faithful to services. Both the French and
the Kaskaskia Indians were farming the land,
and oxen, cows, sheep, pigs and chickens
were fairly plentiful. Flour was the impor-
tant agricultural produce of the area. Wheat
grew well here, which it did not do in the
moist Gulf region.

Ils ont, proche leur village, trois moulin pour
moudre leurs grains, savoir: un moulin a
vent, appartenant aux RR.PP Jesuites, qui
est fort employe part les habitans, et deux
autres moulins a cheval, que les Illinois
possedent en propre.

1

Bread oven.

nal Museums of Car

French windmill.

[translation] They have near their village
three mills for grinding their grain, namely
a windmill belonging to the Jesuit fathers,
which is mainly used by the colonists, and
two others, horsemills, which the lllinois In-
dians themselves own.

The voyageurs continued to create prob-
lems, and in 1718, the Company of the
Indies, which had the trading concession
from the Crown, posted officers and soldiers
to the Illinois Country with orders to estab-
lish a fort, to bring order to the country and

to protect it from Indian attack. Pierre Dugue

de Boisbriant, a cousin of Bienville, gover-
nor of Louisiana, was the commanding of-
ficer. He and his contingent of sixty-eight
soldiers, engages |hired workers] and con-
victs came up river in January of 1718 to
Kaskaskia, the population of which included
both Kaskaskia and Metchigamia Indians
and the French settlers.

Friction existed between the French habi-
tants and the Indian community, due in part
to the casual attitude of the Indians about
confining their animals. The French resented
the damage done by pigs in the fields and
the depredations of dogs on their poultry.

Diderot

|
!
|
The priests also decried the influence of the
voyageurs on the Indian women and felt the
Indians would keep the faith better |at a
greater distance from the French. Boisbriant
attempted to solve these problems by| divid-
ing the community into three pzn‘t.sJ.: The
French remained at the original location, the
Kglskzlskizx moved six miles up the Kaskaskia
River, and the Metchigamia removed| six-
teen miles up the Mississippi to a liéserve
established for them (probably the ﬁ;rst In-
dian reserve in the United States). |

Boisbriant's other mission was l(}) con-
struct a fort to serve as a military post for
protection of the inhabitants and las lhe seat
of military and civil government/in the I1li-
nois Country. Fort de Chartres was com-
pleted about 1720 and named in h_(_)h r of
the Duc de Chartres, son of the regent of
France. |; [

How was the location of Fort de Chartres
selected? The reasons for Boisbriant's
choice are not clear. Fort de Chartres|is six-
teen miles upstream from Kaskaskia %\\ hich
was then the only sizable seulemenl}h the
[llinois Country. Several possible explana-
tions for its location can be udvunced.‘: Much
of the land between Kaskaskia and the fort
was marshy and heavily wooded, the| vicin-
ity of the fort may have been the onl)‘l place
where prairie reached the bank of the Mis-
sissippi. An island existed in the river|near
the fort, providing shelter and a good lluncl~
ing for boats. The site may also have been
convenient for ferrying workers to and from
the lead mines which were on the Missouri
side of the river around Potosi and| Old
Mines. However, as extant documents do
not give a specific reasons for the Igcation
of the fort, we are left to speculate.

Habitant.




3 <> </ In 1711, the monopoly for trade in

(“\ff‘\) Louisiana was granted by the King
O to a Monsieur Antoine Crozat, who
shortly thereafter found his expenses greater
than|his profits, and in 1717, the concession

was transferred to John Law’s Company of

the West. As part of Law’s attempt to revi-
talize the French economy, Law founded a
bank and his Company of the West absorbed
anumber of other trading concessions to be-
come known as the Company of the Indies.

Vast speculation in the new company oc-
curred, eventually causing its shares to be-
come overinflated, bringing about the col-

lapse of the bank in 1721. The Company of

the Indies survived, but hopes for the devel-
opment of Louisiana were dimmed.

The Company of the Indies, in return for

amonopoly on trade, had certain obligations
to the/Crown. It was to bring over colo-
nists, increase agriculture, import slaves and
search for mines. Exploring for minerals,
particularly gold and silver, was an impor-

‘ John Law.

~

Economy and Trade
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Illinois; for whom we were
beginning to! fear; have at last
“WCW@” { today loaded \Wﬂﬁj
some! flour; ‘ﬁ”@% hams, bear

m 7@[ LTU(UQ

tant goal; it was hoped that the lead mines
would produce, not only lead, but silver as

well. The mines were located on the west

side of the river in present Missouri and most
of the miners and slaves needed for work-
ing the mines lived there.

In 1731, the Company of the Indies re-
ported that it had built forts, supplied the
garrisons for them, cleared land and even
built a city (New Orleans). But having gone
to this great expense, it had experienced se-
rious reversals due in part to an uprising by
the Natchez Indians in 1729. The Company
requested and received permission to return
the colony to the jurisdiction of the King,
and so it remained until the end of the French
regime in 1763.

Trade in the Illinois Country was based
mainly on agricultural products. The rich
bottomlands were highly productive: corn
[maize], wheat and rye flourished there.
Flour production was extensive. The mills

“Evening Bivouac on the Missouri,

" Karl Bodmer,

1809-1893.

“Those boats are from Canada in the Batteaux form and wide in perpotion to their
length. Their length about 30 feet and the width 8 feet & pointed bow and stern, flat

bottom and rowing six ores only...”

William Clark, Saturday, 20th Septr. 1806




all privately owned and included
horsemills and windmills for

were
watermills,
erinding flour, and bolting mills for the pro-
duction of white flour. The bread consumed
in the area was white bread and not. as is
sometimes assumed, bread made from
coarsely ground whole meal. Many thou-
sands of pounds of white flour were shipped
annually from the Illinois to New Orleans—
50,000 to 100,000 pounds in a single con-
In addition to the flour, loads of on-
hams, dried peas, salted buffalo
tongues, bear oil, salt. hides and furs were
sent down river.

voy.
ions.

These goods were carried in convoys of

bateaux, large flat-bottomed boats, which
were constructed in [llinois. In 1746, Jean
Baptiste Aubuchon, a boat builder of
Kaskaskia. made an agreement with Andre
Roy and Jacques Gaudefois. traders from
Detroit, saying that he would construct two
bateaux. Each bateau was to have a burthen
of 17.000 livres, not including the men and
supplies. [Alivre is about the same weight
as a pound; the value of the /ivre varied from
province to province in France at this time. |

“It is understood that if they carry more, so
much the better for the Sieurs Roy and
Gaudefroy and if they carry less the said
Aubuchon will make reparation to them ac-
cording to the damages they suffer.”

The bateaux were to be delivered at the
port of Kaskaskia in January complete with
oars, seats, and rudders, caulked and ready
to sail. Roy and Gaudefois promised to sup-
ply the nails, the iron work for the rudder,
the tow and pitch for caulking. The con-
tractor was to supply the rest.

Also used for transport were pirogues. hol-
lowed out tree trunks. The pirogues were
constructed from giant timbers and were said
to be large enough to carry forty or fifty men.

Official convoys from the Illinois made two
round trips to New Orleans each year for trad-
ing and obtaining supplies. Private individu-
als also traveled the river with trade materi-
als. The downstream trip was fairly swift,
taking two to three weeks, but the return trip
against the current of the river was three to
four months. Public notice was given prior
to the departure of the convoy. alerting any-
one who might want to ship goods down river.

On fais a scavoir a tous ceux qui veuillent
descendre a la mer et faire descendre leurs
effets dans les bateaux du Roy de se rendre
lundy sixieme may au fort de Chartre pour
presenter leur memoire des effets quils
auwront a embarquer dans les dits bateau a
Messieurs de La Buissoniere et La loere
Flaucour...

[translation ] Notice to everyone who wishes
1o go down to the sea and to send their goods
in the boats of the King, to appear by Mon-
day the sixth of May at Fort de Chartres to
give an account of the goods which will be
sent in the said boats to Mr. de la
Buissonniere and De La Loere Flaucour...

Voyageurs were hired to man the boats:
part of their compensation was the right to
carry merchandise to be traded for theirown
profit. One of these contracts is given be-
low.

On the twenty-sixth of December; one thou-
sand seven hundred and thirty-one, before us,
the notary in the lllinois, and the undersigned
witness has appeared Mr. Robilliard, habi-
tant at Fort de Chartres, who by these pre-
sents has contracted and contracts to Louis
Thomas, also a habitant to descend to and
return from New Orleans in his pirogue to
perform during the course of the vovage ev-
erything that the said Robilliard can do for
the profit and utility of the said Louis Tho-
mas. In payment and wages for which, the
said Thomas promises to give and pay to the
said Robilliard the sum of two hundred livres
in copper coin or in money current at the said
place of New Orleans and he further prom-
ises to give passage in his pirogue for eight
hams and upon the return trip for the mer-
chandise which shall come from his wages,
and to feed the said Robilliard during the
course of the said voyage.

The choice of a leader for the convoy was
made by the governor of the province of
New Orleans as a mark of special privilege
and favor. Many of the officers and soldiers
who accompanied the convoy brought goods
back up to the lllinois for their own profit,
giving rise to frequent complaints that per-
sonal goods received preferential treatment

and that military supplies destined for the

Royal Storehouse were left behind on the
pretext of lack of space.

...the person privileged begins by /1//01/ all
l/w bateaux intended for the convoy nmh his
goods or with those which the mwc/zunl.s;/m -
nish him so space is hardly to be _/'()‘unl(l 10
load the goods of the king. To do this I\was
obliged to furnish a fourth bateau on the
departure of the last convoy. Otherwise the
King's goods would have remained here.

Misuse of goods destined for the [Royal
Storehouse was also common. |A certain
Monsieur Tonty while in charge of a con-
voy one autumn, had brandy drawn I‘rof‘mI two
casks which were part of the cargo.| Then
he ordered two men to replace the missing
brandy with water.

|
They remonstrated with him to the, effectthar
it would be better to leave the [casks
broached rather than to fill them with|wa-
ter; to which the said Sieur de Tonty replied
that it would be thought that the water had
been added either onboard ship, orlin the
storehouses of the company. ‘

An official complained about still another
convoy commander.

Everyone assures us that he and his (/em( h-
ment have been continuously drunk clmlnu
the whole vovage. That will (I()ublle.\.s“,‘cIau.\e
a generous leakage in the liquors which |
had loaded on the king's account. |

Nevertheless, these convoys were Vital to
the survival of lower Louisiana, whi¢h|was
unable to produce an adequate food Supply
for its colonists. New Orleans was largely
dependent upon supplies from France or
from the Illinois Country because jwheat
could not be grown to maturity|in l s cli-
mate. An explanation of the Illinois (,olclmy S
importance for New Orleans was "IVC n to
the Company of the Indies in these words:

[

\
If war prevented you from having I(Ie sea

[free, this post alone could bring assistance

in flour, meat and other things necessary to

life to all the country that is situated on the
. . . i . . |

banks of the Mississippi. ‘
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ten, it was only the arrival of a convoy
klEpl famine from devastating lower
slana.

The|voyageurs from the Illinois, for whom
we were beginning to fear, have at last ar-
rived toda\ loaded with some flour; tallow,
hamss, bear grease, and furs... this slight as-
sistance will not fail to give some relief to
the [lm er part of the colony which was lack-
ing inlevery provision.

Tm\cl up and down the Mississippi was
not without peril. The river itself was dan-
gerous; travelers speak of an overnight rise
in the water level of four to eight feet. There
wer

snags—trees just below the surface of the
water that might catch and overturn a boat.
And the mosquitoes, everyone agreed, were
the worst hazard of all.

Although most of the Indians who lived

along the river were nominally friendly, dur-
ing ﬂ)eriods of warfare, such as the Natchez
War|in 1729, voyageurs were massacred
enro]utle. Also the Chickasaws, who were
affiliated with the British and thus hostile to
the French, might make forays into the re-
gion at any time.
Convoys were uncomfortable at best and
deadly at their worst. Often a person plan-
mnm such a trip made his will before leav-
ing llinois as did the Sieur Franchomme.

In thelname of the Father; the Son and the
Holy Spirit, Amen. Ifit does not please God
that I might return from the voyage I am go-
ing to.undertake, I pray to Him with all my
soullthar He may be merciful to me and grant
me /“ar"cl(m and remission of my sins. I ask,
in Ilus‘ case, that my wife have prayers said
10 God for the repose of my soul, and that
she be(u herself in such wise as shall ren-
der /IGI equally estimable in the sight of God

and ()f man...

Since |l owe the Company on my own ac-
count for clothing, I shall ask my wife to sell
my clothes for wheat to pay the debt. The
only|debt I believe I have, other than that
owed tllle Company is sixty livres of flour 1o
Monsteur| Bassee, innkeeper in New Or-
leans.|| I beg my wife to pay it. Monsieur de
Laloere owes me fifty-seven livres. We owe
to Pierre Bourdon and to Baillarjon each

also the hazards of currents and of

18th century French coins.

two hundred livres in beaver which is not
recorded anywhere else.

The Illinois Country was not only an ag-
ricultural base, but a trading depot as well.
Goods shipped up from New Orleans were
transferred from the lllinois base to other
posts; from Fort de Chartres they went to
Vincennes, Cahokia and Peoria. Those com-
bined military and trading posts were garri-
soned from Fort de Chartres also. Kaskaskia
and Fort de Chartres were the starting points
for trade up the Mississippi, Missouri and
Ohio Rivers and centers for lmdmg compa-
nies. The company agents, after stocking up
on provisions and trade goods, went out to
posts among the Osage, Fox or other Indian
tribes.

It was in the winter of 1763 that the New.
Orleans firm of Maxent, Laclede and Com-
pany received the trading rights along the
Upper Missouri. Pierre Laclede Liguest ar-
rfved at Fort de Chartres in November and
wintered there, purchasing a house from
Jean Girardin, a private in the troops of the
Marine. Using this as his base, he searched
for a good location for his trading post. An
clevated site near the confluence of three
great rivers, the Mississippi, Missouri and
Illinois, was selected and became the post
and then the village of St. Louis.

Prices varied greatly from post to post
with the cost of imported items climbing
rapidly as the distance upriver increased. It
was necessary always in contracts to specify
the price in terms of location: flour at Illi-
nois prices, brandy at port prices, or beaver
at Ouiatenon prices, for example [near

Lafayette, Indianal.

Coins were always extremely scarce, as
both copper and silver coins flowed back to
France to pay debts there and were hard to
keep in the colony. A variety of methods
was used to circumvent this problem: card
money [playing cards countersigned by of-

Herb Meyer

ficials to represent a certain amount of

money], bills of exchange, treasury notes
and other paper currency.

IOUs were often used in lieu of cash. If

Provencal held a note indicating that
Lesperance owed him 1000 /ivres, then
Provencal might use this note to pay a debt
to Jean Prunet. The collection of the debt
then fell on Prunet's shoulders. Such notes
were negotiable currency, and when one was
lost or mislaid, it was necessary to cancel it
in writing.

Payment in kind or by merchandise was
particularly common in the early years of
the colony.

Said Dutrou promises to pay to said Finet
the sum of 200 livres in merchandise at the
store price, pavable at Christmas next.

Even houses and land were sold for mer-
chandise when money was scarce.

1 the undersigned confess to have sold, ceded
and conveyed unto Antoine Francois Pelle
dit La Plume, one house with its lot and
enclosures...for the quantity of one hundred
and thirty walnut boards...

..the quantity of two thousand livres of flour
and three hundred livres of bacon for a house

and lot...

Although the colony always had within
itself the resources for survival, items such
as cloth, iron, guns, gunpowder, medicines,
and goods to use in trade with the Indians
were imported. Luxuries also came from
abroad: women's high-heeled shoes, sugar,
ivory billiard balls, books, coffee and
brandy. Glassware, tableware and crockery
were all imported, as were the iron and brass
kettles for cooking.

Earthenware bowl and red glazed pot
belonging to Mrs. Ruth Gilster, Chester.

Margaret Kimball Brown



NS 0% Concessions of land were made to
AV individuals by the King or his
HTR representative. Philippe Renault,
a partner in the Company operating mines,
in addition to mining land, was given a large
concession north of Fort de Chartres to grow
food for his enterprise. He in turn, granted
parcels of land from his concession to new
arrivals, and the settlement was known as
St. Philippe after his patron saint. This lo-
cation was destroyed by the river in the early

nineteenth century.

Philippe Renault caricature.

Very large grants also were made to sev-
eral other individuals, including Lieutenant
Pierre Melique, Nicolas Chassin and
Boisbriant, the commandant. These large
grants were split up rapidly through further
concessions being made by the grantees to
new colonists. The land grants were gener-
ally one or two arpents [an arpent is about
192 linear feet] by 50 arpents in depth, ex-
tending in long, narrow strips from the Mis-
sissippi River to the bluffs at the edge of
the river valley. Near the water’s edge were
lots where the habitants built their houses,
farming the land further back from the river.

Although the American surveyors were
to lay out the rest of the land in township

Land and Village

twenty-one feet in lengthi by
sixteen! feet!iniwidthl of; posts of
mulberry: or walnut and seveni feet
high! tol the/beams.

squares in 1809, the long. narrow grants
made over 270 years ago still show on the
modern plat maps.

In Canada when a large tract of land was
granted to an individual, he became the
seigneur |or lord] of the seigniory [conces-
sion]. As part of the agreement of conces-
sion, the seigneur was obliged to grant most
of these lands to other settlers in exchange
for cens et rentes [tax and rent] and for three
or four days of work per year for him on his
lands. The seigneur was the only one al-
lowed to own a flour mill, and all the inhab-
itants had to bring their wheat to his mill to
be ground. In the Illinois Country, this sys-
tem was not enforced. The land granted by
the commandant or from one of the large
concessions, was given in fee simple: that
is, the land was owned outright with no ob-
ligations of work or rent due to anyone.

There are references to the concession of

Ste. Therese Langloisiere as a seigniory , the
area now the village of Prairie du Rocher,
and to the concession of St. Philippe as the
seigniory of Renault. However, sales of the
granted lands there going from one indi-
vidual to another bear such statements as the
following:

The land is of the domain of the St. Philippe
concession and has charged towards it the
taxes, rent or dues, but the said vendor can-
not tell the amount of these having paid noth-
ing up to this day.

A typical individual concession reads as fol-
lows:

The Provincial Council—on the request
made to us by Jacques Catherine to grant
him land to settle upon, we in virtue of the
powers granted to us by the Royal JI, dies
Company have granted to the .\'ag'(l J |‘ cques
Catherine one arpent of land by ﬁj\ in
depth, running SW 1/4S, the depth N £ l/4N
bounding on one side the land of Heberit the
younger; on the other to the commons of\Fort
de Chartres...on the condition that h|i> shall
settle there and improve the land. Fa"ling
this the said land shall be reunited|to the

S ’ .
Domain of the said Company after a lyear

and a day, at Fort de Chartres this 2nd of

May, 1724.

These concessions and settlements devel-

oped into small villages. There were seven

French villages founded during the French
regime: Cahokia, around the Indian Mission

er; St.

there; Kaskaskia; Prairie du Roc
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Phll_ppc the village around Fort de Chartres,

which had various names; Ste. Gcncvlcy_c_
cslqbllxhecl sometime in lhc 1750s and St.
Louis, dcvclopcd in the mld 1760s.

ll] thll‘ plan, structures and organization,
the “villuges in the Illinois reflected those of
France.

Jusi as the English settlers on the seaboard
brought with them their English household
guu‘(ls and their English institutions...so
I/IL‘.\‘;L’ French of the Mississippi Valley trans-
planted from the heart of France their homes
with their utensils and ornaments and the
village community in which they and their
ancestors had lived.

The villages were the areas of concen-
trated settlement, but many houses were
slru}ng out along the roads that connected
euclj] settled knot with the next. Travel by
land was common between settlements;
roads| ran from Kaskaskia to Prairie du
Rochcr and the Fort, on to St. Philippe and
up onto the bluffs and north to thokm
Olhu |0dds ran from Slu GCVVI1C)’I_C\’L into
lhg_ll g@lgg:_l_lca.s._ln addition to horses, light
carriages are mentioned in the inventories.
Carts/and sledges were pulled by oxen along
lhes':e roads too.

The villages were laid out in lots that were
sepz}u‘alcd by the main roads and cross
streets. These lots were either one arpent or
25 toises square [a linear arpent was about
192|feet and a toise was 6.39 feet]. Most
houses were constructed of upright posts
with bousillage |clay mixed with straw]
I'illeid in between the posts. The houses
might|be poteairx en terre |posts set directly
inloilhe ground], or poteaux en solle [posts
placcd onja wooden sill]. Mulberry was the
mos‘l commonly used wood because of its
ability to withstand dampness, but the life
exp‘ectancy of a wooden house in the bot-
tomlands was only about twenty years.
Buildings were constructed also piece en
/)iecj‘e | squared logs laid horizontally]. Stone
houses and barns were constructed with
limestone quarried from the nearby bluffs.

Renault built a large stone building, prob-
ably a combination residence and office,
which is described in later land transactions.

|
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..une maison de pierre couverte en bardeau
avec quatre chiminees appellee la conces-
sion des mines situe au village de St. Philipe
du Grand Marais sus parisoisse de Ste.
Anne. La ditte maison composee de quatre
chambres, les cloisons de planches et garnis
de planches haut et bas...

[translation] A stone house with a shingled
roof and four chimneys, called the conces-
sion of the mines located in the village of St.
Philippe du Grand Marais [of the big
swamp ]| in the parish of Ste. Anne. The said
house has four rooms with board partitions
and is floored upstairs and down.

The Ll\’CJ‘_l_‘l(;vI]OLISC was about sixteen by
lwcnly—hvc feet in size, and contained two
main rooms, Lamuoncd off sleeping areas,

and had two doors and windows. The roofs
were suppomd by massive trusses pegged
into place and were steeply pitched. The
roofs were covered with thatch, or more

commonly with woodcn shingles. The loft
mwhlBL floored to serve as additional sleep-
ing rooms or storage space.

Depending on the size of the house, there
would be one or two fireplaces. Most chim-
neys were constructed of stone, but a few
were |11‘1dé_514(;l;)7'7‘11d over a framework of
sticks. The latter were more apt to catch fire,
although there are surprisingly few refer-
Many houses
had a galerie or porch on two or all four

The

sides and a small cellar for storage.
eighteenth century houses remaining in Ste.

ences in the records to fires.

Genevieve still show many of these archi-
tectural details.

T\pl( ul French village of the 181/1 century. Dmn ing by Gordon Peckham.

A contract describes the details of con-
struction for one house:
..a house for the said Lefevre twenty-one

Sfeet in length by sixteen feet in width of posts

of mulberry or walnut and seven feet high
to the beams...double beams of four and a
halfinches thick by eight wide; one door on
one of the long walls and two windows; the
door to be two feet two inches wide and five

Seet four inches high, the windows two feet

wide and three and a half high... the said

house to be plastered...

In 1723, the storehouse of the Company
of the Indies, located in the first Fort de
Chartres, had a central hallway wa/llcd with
whitewashed tongue-and-groove boards and
two offices on each side. The exterior had
folding doors, and there were shuttered case-
ment  windows. In 1727, a
Commandant's residence was built; measur-
ing fifty-five by thirty feet, it had a central
hulix\fuy with a store room at the back. On
each side of the hall was an apartment with
two rooms and a kitchen. Each apartment
contained a walnut cupboard with double
doors, walnut side board, dresser, kneading
trough, tables with folding leaves and chairs.

The interior walls of houses were white-
washed and sometimes paneled and plas-
tered. The furnishings might include drop-
armchairs, chests, side-

new

leaf tables, chairs,
boards, cupboards, etc.

A bedstead with curtains was an impor-
tant piece of furniture. The marriage con-
tract often specified its ownership in the
event of the death of one of the couple. Fur-

niture was made of walnut, so plentiful lo-



cally that even pig troughs are noted as be-
ing of walnut!

Private dwellings also served other func-
tions; they were used as shops, boarding
houses or inns and many had billiard rooms.
Billiards apparently was a very popular en-
tertainment. An extra room attached to the
main building would house the billiard table
and equipment. An inventory of a billiard
lists both large and small balls; the game was
quite different from that played today. An
ivory billiard ball was found in archaeologi-
cal work at Kaskaskia.

The lots were fenced with posts and within
the fence beside the house was a garden,
which provided most of the family's veg-
etables. The lot also might contain a well,
pigeon house, stable and hen house. On the
lot would be the bread oven too, a domed
structure about six feet long and three feet
wide, made of puddled clay laid over a
wooden framework and fired to a cement-
like hardness. Large barns were built on the
village lot or on nearby farming strips: sixty
by forty feet was a common size for a barn.

Each village had its own church. The par-
ish of the Immaculate Conception was at
Kaskaskia of course; the parish of Ste. Anne
was at the village of Fort de Chdl’llCS s with

chapels at Prairie du Rocher [St. Joxcph s]
and St. Phlllppe Ilhc VI?I[dllOHl Holy Fam-
ily mission remained at Cahokia and St.
Joachim’s was at Ste. Genevieve. The first
church in St. Louis, dedicated to St. Louis,
was constructed in 1770. T
Sbccnfnc‘ﬁ]z)ﬁ\ exist for a proposed stone
church to be constructed at Kaskaskia in
1740. The church was to be seventy-two
feet long by forty-six feet wide with a semi-
circular apse twenty-six feet in diameter.
The church was to be lighted by ten win-
dows in each long wall and to have a main
door fifteen feet high and eight feet broad.
The church of Ste. Anne at the Fort de
Chartres village was a simple frame con-
struction, po§l‘on sill. fifty by thirty feet in
size with walls eleven feet high. The
churches each elected churchwardens to
regulate the affairs of the vestry and certain
aspects of the com- munity's social life.

_ Scale:500 feet tol inch,
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N 5‘,’@’ The colony never grew very large;
ﬂ\:‘fﬁ a census taken in 1723 by Diron
2ER D’ Artagette, the Inspector General,
gives|the total number of persons at Fort de
Chartres, Kaskaskia and Cahokia as 334.
This figure does not include the garrison at
Forl_‘ de Chartres, numbering around seventy
pers;ons at the time, but only the habitants
and resident traders. In 1732, Fort de
Ch_z)_‘l_'g.rg:j,_rl,(u;;kaskiu and St. Philippe are
lisl}(_.ld”;ls__lmving 388 inhabitants, and by
1752, the population had risen to about 2000.
The{se figures again omit the garrison, which
generally numbered between 200 and 300
men in the later period.

In their Royal Charter, the Company.of
the Indies was directed to encourage immi-
gration inorder to increase the productivity
of Llouisiana, but the yearly quota of immi-
grants set in the charter was never met. Why
wus! this rich and productive area so under-
populated? The French government had
little interest in colonization as a goal in it-
selfl Due to the long series of wars in Eu-
rope, France was depopulated and needed
her jcitizens at home for farming and for the
armies. Louisiana was viewed as a poten-
tial ;source of wealth for the homeland, as
Mexico was to Spain, an alluring prospect
o u‘jgovernmenl impoverished by wars, ex-
travagance and inflation. But when gold and
silver/were not found in Louisiana, official
inlefrest in the province faded.

However, the colony’s strategic impor-
tancein preventing British or Spanish en-
crozfchmenl into the interior of the continent,
and %lhe contributions of its agricultural pro-
duction were recognized.

Ifanjl_)' the strength and solidity of settlements

are \considered, the decision should be to

/)eu))/e Louisiana on the upper river. It

should draw its chief strength and its prin-

cipal|resources from the Post of the

I/linjois...[’whiclz/ seems placed where it can
[

In 1732 Fort de Chartres,
Kaskaskia, and St. Philippe
are listed asthaying 388
inhabitants and by 1752 the
population had risen! to
about 2000.

French playing cards.

always, despite all the navies in the world,
export grain and meat.

The Illinois Country was potentially a
major power center for the French, avail-
able for building a French empire in North
America that could dominate the entire up-
per Mississippi River and Great Lakes re-
gions. Had this potential been realized, the
relative strengths of France and Britain in
the New World would have been greatly al-
tered.

The Illinois colony did possess a status

different from other posts in Louisiana, not

11

Population and Government

only because of its ideal position to control
the important central valley, but also because
it was one of the few settlements that re-
mained consistently inhabited and stable
throughout the French regime. Its unique
position was recognized in 1722 by the for-
mation of a Provincial Council to govern the
llinois Country. In 1716, the King had es-
tablished a Superior Council in New Orleans
as the goverliﬁfenlul body regulating all mili-
tary and civil matters in Louisiana.

“The first Provincial Council of the Illinois
consisted of four n_léﬁ]BcF;"Boisbriunl as
first licutenant of the King, commanding in
the Illinois and serving as Judge; Marc
Antoine de la Loire des Ursins, principal

clerk of the Company of the Indies and first

councilor; Nicolas Michel Chassin (remem-
ber him?), Kéepcr of the Royal Storehouse
and second councilor; Andre Perillau as
clerk for the court and secretary of the Coun-
cil. Additional members were appointed to
the Council to hear criminal cases.

The cases that came before the Provincial
Council were varied and the few that sur-
vive contain interesting vignettes of the life
in the colony. A certain Claude Chetivau
appeared before the Council twice, once for
attempted desertion, at which time the fol-
lowing description of his background and
appearance is given:

...we went to the prisons of Fort de Chartres
where we found a man about five feet four
inches tall with curly gray hair, gray beard,
gray eyes and an aquiline nose.... We have
asked him his name, that of his father and
mother, the place of his birth, his age, his
trade and his religion. He replied his name
was Claude Chetivau, son of Nicolas

Chetivau and Antoinette Lagruy, native of

Soissons, diocese of the said place, fifty-five
years of age, cook by trade and of the Catho-
lic, Apostolic and Roman faith.



He was found guilty of attempting to
desert. His sentence? He was ordered to
stay! He did so and promptly got into more
difficulties; he was accused of cheating at
cards. Jacques Brochard claimed that the
deck of cards used in a game won by
Chetivau was marked, and he accused
Chetivau of defrauding him of 600 livres
and wanted restitution and damages.
Chetivau's defense was that Brochard
marked the cards after the game was done,
and the debt was paid.

Thus it is a frivolous pretext on the part of

the said Brochard in order to gain restitu-

tion of his loss, to allege after the fact that
the deck of cards, which he has in his pos-
session and could easily have falsified or cut
however he wished, was indeed falsified or
cut by said Chetivau, which the said
Chetivau formally denies. And if such rea-
soning is allowed, the said Brochard would
have an unfair advantage; that is, when he
wins as he often does, he may keep silent
and when he loses, he will not have to pay.

The final disposition of the case is not
given. Chetivau brought several witnesses
in his favor, and he may have won his case.

Guillaume Liberge witnessed and later
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French Colonial Infantry (Compagnies Franches de la Marine) in North America and
the West Indies, circa 1740-1763.

testified in court about a fight at the house
of Daniel Richard in Kaskaskia. Taunt§ were
exchanged between Richard and a man
named Catin; they cursed and ripped each
other's shirts. Still fighting, they tumbled
into another room where another Ri¢hard,
nicknamed the Parisian, was sitting. Liberge
said he tried to calm the dispute by offering
a shirt to replace Catin's torn |garment.
Snubbed by the combatants, Liberge retired
to the kitchen to smoke his pipelin peace.
Shortly thereafter, he heard both men shout-
ing they were being murdered. He paused
to get a candle, and upon trying to enter the
room found Richard the Parisian with an axe
in his hand, blocking the door and lhrfeuften-
ing to break his head if he came any f‘urt}her.
However, Liberge did eventually succeed in

separating Catin and Daniel Richard who
were still grappling with each other;. The

two Richards left and Liberge tended to
Catin who was wounded in the back/by an
axe blow.

Both Richards were put on trial for the
disturbance. and each accused the other of
striking the blow from which Catin eyentu-

ally died. Before his death, Catin told the
surgeon, Rene Roy. and also the Royal At-

torney, Joseph Buchet, that Daniel l{ic hard
was the one who struck him. Afterimany
witnesses were interviewed, the case jwe s fi-
nally settled. Both Richards were l‘injecl’, 100
sous, to be given to the poor of the parish.

Margaret.K

Brandy bottle.




N O% The French villages in the Illinois
J:b || had ways to meet other social and
&7

o) & legal needs that were not served by

|
the ‘Provmcml Council or the church.

Among the other officials was a huissier

Ib‘ulfl | one at Kd\l\gl\kld and one at Fort
de Chdmcs whose duties were to serve sum-
mons, brmﬂ in miscreants and to read “in a
loud|and audible voice” at the church door
after; Mass any important decrees or an-
nouncéments of public auctions. Another
olTic‘ia}, called a syndic, was elected to en-
force the ordinances concerning the com-
mons and other decisions made by the oc-
casi(néll assemblies of the settlers.

The commons and common fields at-
tached|to each village were used by all set-
tlers|for grazing their cattle and horses. Or-
dinances were passed giving the date when
c‘ml(‘: were to be allowed into the common
fields tp graze and when they had to be re-
mov‘ed‘ to allow for planting. Each land
owner| whose property adjoined the com-
moni‘s was|responsible for maintaining his
secli‘on‘ of [fence, and this needed frequent
enforcement.

* An important figure , liti
life of]the settlers was the notary. He was
Cdllea—b‘h—lo write marriage contracts, wills,
estate invcnlon ies and settlements, acknowl-
edgme]ls of debt, payments of debt, sales
of real|estate, sales of slaves
business ancl trade, blll](|ln}_’7(,7(L1l_l;_l.LlS and
spec lxg.auons. and numerous other docu-
ments. The notary was often clerk of court
also and kept transcripts of the proceedings,
al\mv depositions and recording the testi-
mony of witnesses and the decisions ren-
dered by the court. It was a full-time pro-
fession combining elements of present-day
l'lwyerJ county clerk, court stenographer and

in the busy, litigious

notary pubhc The notary collected fees for

his worl\ and kept a copy in his files of each

documcnl he executed. These files,

\ . X
turned Pver to the British, have given us most

_contracts for

later

Life in the Community

..alwomans outfit of striped
satin lined with' taffeta; rose
colored, withione! paiii' of
silk-hose; shoes; socks,
and mitts...

Re-enactor portrayving a French blacksmith.

of our knowledge of life in French Illinois
and are the source of many of the quotations
in this book.

No government official was directly re-
sponsible for social welfare, that is, to see
to the needs of the indigent, the elderly, or-
phans or widows. However, this was man-
aged through other legal mechanisms within
the community. Children were placed in the
care of an administrator and guardian, who
was responsible for managing the minors’
property until they were of age. Legal ma-

jority was not attained until twenty-five
years of age, except through a special eman-
cipation petition.

Widows generally remarried quickly and
the new husband would agree in the mar-
riage contract to take responsibility for the
children of the previous marriage.

The relationship as a baptismal godpar-
ent held a responsibility for orphaned chil-
dren. Jean Baptiste Becquet and his wife
agreed to take the orphaned Pierre Texier,
Becquet’s godson to live with them to teach
him Becquet’s trade of locksmithing.

Many of the elderly, when they found the
burden of farming too much for them, ar-
ranged to make a donation of their goods
and lands to a relative or friend, who would
in exchange agree to care for them until their
deaths. In 1751, Jean Brunet dit
Bourbonnais and his wife Elisabeth made a
gift of their house, lot and goods to Pierre
Aubuchon, their daughter Elisabeth’s hus-
band. They also forgave the rest of the debt
owed them by Aubuchon for a house he had
purchased from them. Aubuchon promised
to care for them and maintain them for the
remainder of their lives.

In 1742, Antoine Ple dit La Plume, an-
other early settler, donated to Louis de La
Margue de Marin and his wife, all his prop-
erty, consisting of a house, slave, livestock
and furniture upon the condition that they
maintain him for the rest of his life, give him
100 livres a year spending money and at his
death, pay his funeral expenses.

What care and maintenance involved is
detailed more fully in another such dona-
tion. Nicolas Boyer and his wife Dorothee
Olivier agreed to care for her parents, Jean
and Marthe QOlivier, for the rest of their lives
in return for donation of all their property.
The Oliviers will be given:

A house or a room appropriate for the lodg-
ing of two venerable persons, well-heated,
snug and sheltered from rain and bad
If they are obliged to have their
meals and housekeeping separately, they will

weather.



be allowed to keep all the furniture, pots,
pans and kettles included in the donation.
They will be furnished for each vear with:

1500 livres of good, sound, true and mer-
chantable flour (for whose storage they are
responsible)

30 cords of fire wood

5 fat pigs

4 cartloads of maize

2 minots [a dry measure | of salt
172 livre of pepper

2 minots of peas

I minot of beans

30 pots of bear oil

30 livres of suet

172 livre of candle wick

25 livres of good smoking tobacco

the sum of 200 livres to buy clothing and
linens for their personal use during the
course of the yvear, coverings for their bed,
which consist in this country of tanned buf-
falo robes, to be replaced as necessary. The
grantees promise to have their clothing and
linen washed and cleaned as necessary and
to furnish generally all they will need both
in health and in sickness, medicines,
surgeon's visits, meat and poultry for broths
and consommes, and people to nurse them
and after the death of each of them, to have
them interred.

Illegitimate children, by order to the Pro-
vincial Council, were supported by the fa-
ther, as indicated by one case:

To Monsieur the judge in the Illinois Jacques
Bernard dit St. Jacques humbly petitions you
saving that his wife has had a child with one
Pierre Hulin during his absence at the port,
which causes him great distress. He has re-
source to you, Monsieur, to beg you most
humbly to do him justice in this event and
that it may please vou to order the said
Pierre Hullin to take charge of his child...and
that the said Pierre Hullin be condemned to
pay for the feeding of the child from his birth
to the present. With the scandal he has cre-
ated which reflects both on the church and
the said St. Jacques, and that the said Pierre
Hullin may be condemned to pay all ex-
penses, damages and interesi.

Re-enactors portrayving

There was no unemployment problem
however, for there was always enough work
to go around. Agricultural workers were

needed to work the farm land and to clear

and prepare new land for production. Trade
demanded strong, tireless men to paddle the
boats and to haul heavy packs across por-
tages. Agriculture and trade were the major
occupations of the villagers and every habi-

tant had a large garden to produce food for

the table and for winter needs.

Other more specialized trades and occu-
pations were present such as roofer, carpen-
ter, cabinet maker, gunsmith, blacksmith,
tailor, innkeeper, baker, laundress, shop
keeper, cooper, cartwright, sawyer, mason,
boat builder, vintner, and brewer. There was
even a schoolmaster, one Francois Cottin,

who paid Pierre Aubuchon for an arpent of

land by contracting for two years to teach
one of his children to read and write. In the

deed, Cottin agrees to “push the child as far

as she is able to learn, to give him two les-
sons a day according to the custom of mas-
ters of this art, with assiduity and vigi-
lance...” The use of both the feminine and
masculine pronouns in the document leaves
it uncertain whether the child was a girl or
boy.

Books are mentioned in a few household
inventories and some inhabitants were edu-

French women in garden.

\
Re-enactor at 18th century lathe.
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cated as demonstrated by their handwriting

or signatures. Others laboriously wrote or
‘

printed their names and probably could ‘}vrile
little else. Many could not write at all and

% .9 . | "
made an “X” on their contracts! Some of

Fortress of Louisbourg




the v ro‘imen. however, were able to sign their

names, so whatever education was available
was [not confined entirely to males.

Ong¢ important profession was that of the
doctor, Surgeons were attached to the gar-
rison at the Fort. They also cared for the ci-
vilian population and acted as coroner when
necessary. They possessed the best medical
knowledge and medicines of the time and
probJubly also were familiar with Indian
herbal medicines. In 1739, the King’s mer-
chzmjl fleet was supplied with the following
medicines|for New Orleans:

BI!‘(I;I(/_\’

Balin of Fern

E/‘).\'(‘)IH salts

Senna

Gc‘)().\‘el)err_\' syrup
Laudanum

Dra ann Is blood
Sa}lp‘elre

oil (‘)j'.s‘wea! almonds
C(“zmplmr

S_\"rup of lemon
AI;IIZI()III'(I salt
S_\'/'u‘p of licorice
Rattlesnake oil
Bl‘i.\‘tering ointment
C{l.\'t‘oreum
Ipecac-quinine

|
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Re-enactors portraying French carpenters using 18th century tools.

Oil of vitriol

Turpentine

Rhubarb

Essence of Juniper berry
Extract of Hyacinth
Flower of camomile
Svrup of plain chicory

In 1739, a large building in the village
of Chartres was purchased from Cesar De
Blanc by the King for a hospital, and a
contract was made with Renee Drouin to
launder the patients’ linen, the sheets,
shirts and bandages. Rene Roy, the sur-
geon, supplemented his income by con-
tracting to supply foodstuffs to the hos-
pital, eggs. milk, fresh meat (when avail-
able) and vegetables.

In addition to the colonists with their
various trades, professions and occupa-
tions, there was another group of work-
ers, the black and Indian slaves. The In-
dian slaves were generally from western
tribes and had been acquired by the Illi-
nois Indians on war parties. The black
slaves came from Africa, or from the West
Indies, to New Orleans and up river.
Some slaves were employed in Renault's
mining activities but most worked on the
farms or as oarsmen on convoys.

The Code Noir [the legal code govern-
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ing black slaves in Louisiana] directed
that slaves should be baptized and mar-
ried in the church and that slave families
should not be broken up by sales. Promi-
nent and influential members of the com-
munity, including the commandant, ap-
pear in the baptismal records as godpar-
ents to black slaves. Separate houses were
provided for the slave families, and gen-
erally they seemed to have been treated
well, even if only for economic reasons,
for the value of a slave was double that
of a house and land. Many of the
garrison’s soldiers deserted into the
woods, but few of the black slaves went,
although they were welcomed by the In-
dians if they did flee.

Records exist of emancipations, the
most common form being an agreement
by an owner that upon his death his slave
would be freed, but emancipations dur-
ing the lifetime of the owner also oc-
curred. According to the Code Noir, a
freed black had the same rights and privi-
leges as free-born persons. They were full
citizens, had the right to own property,
make contracts, serve in the militia and
otherwise participate in the community.
Andre, a free black at Fort de Chartres
made an engagement |contract] with
Melique to serve as a domestic for a year.

Duverger, a black voyageur originally
from New Orleans, purchased a house in
Kaskaskia in 1739 for 800 livres, which
he paid in full by October of 1740. In
another contract, he hired a Frenchman
for the winter hunt and to go to New Or-
leans to sell the meat. He appears to have
had some medical training, for he is re-
ferred to as a surgeon and received pay-
ment from a Frenchman for medical treat-
ment. Duverger died in 1743.
married and when he died. his wife was
still a minor so a guardian was appointed
for her and the estate, the standard proce-
dure.

Under the French regime, both blacks and
women enjoyed rights that they were not to
have again for well over a century and a half.
The position of women in eighteenth cen-

He was

tury Illinois depended, however, on their
marital status. In the contract of marriage
made prior to the religious ceremony, cer-
tain rights of the woman to property or



money in the event of the death of her spouse
were specified. A married couple held prop-
erty jointly, but a wife could not sell land
without her husband's permission. If, how-
ever, the land in question was part of her
inheritance, her agreement was necessary for
the sale. Widows and women separated from
their husbands had the right to buy and sell
property. Some women appear in the records
hiring voyageurs, and they could carry on
trade.

Women were known throughout their
lives by their maiden name; Madame Hervy
appears in the documents as Renee Drouin;
however, after her husband's death she might
also be called the Widow Hervy. The French
women were more “liberated” than were
their English counterparts on the east coast,
or the American women who came later into
the prairies.

Indeed. many of the images of pioneer life
based on the later westward expansion are
not applicable to the French colony Illinois.
Log cabins, sod huts, dirt floors and oiled
skin windows were not for the French. Nor
did they like dull brown and gray homespuns

to wear. In addition to more utilitarian ma-
terials, fine fabrics were imported: bright

colors were favored by all.
A fine lady’s gown. perhaps the latest
Paris fashion, is described in a sale:

..a woman’s oulfit of striped satin lined with
taffeta, rose colored, with one pair of silk
hose, shoes, socks and mitts...

A trader-farmer had in his possession:

..two pairs of silk hose, 2 pairs of wool hose,
2 silk handkerchiefs, 22 shirts, 2 pairs cot-

ton breeches, cotton vest, 2 red caps, 1 pair

woman's shoes, sergeant’s uniform of muni-
tions cloth.

Fine garments were not worn all the time
of course, and more coarsely woven woolen
goods, hides and furs were common, but
dress was important to everyone, as evi-
denced by the following description of the
wages to be paid to one voyageur:

A complete suit of camleteen [woolen cloth
woven with mohair or silk | with silk lining,
to wit: a green coat and 2 pairs of breeches,

one fine half beaver hat, 4 good and fine

shirts trimmed with good cambric, a pair of

silk hose of a color suitable to the rest.

The furnishings used in the homes were
made in the colony, but the pieces were not
crude for they were built by master cabinet
makers who had emigrated from France.
Many smaller items were imported directly
from France, including some very fine and
costly luxuries such as mirrors, silver gob-
lets, diamond buckles, crystal salt cellars, a
horn and silver snuff box, a watch, a sun-
dial, books, tapestries, carpets and twelve
prints of ancient emperors (hung in a bil-
liard hall).

The quantity and quality of the goods, as
might be expected, varied with the economic
standing of the person. Inventories made at
the death of an individual offer detailed in-
formation on the kinds, amounts and qual-
ity of personal possessions. In 1724, Legras,
a hunter assigned to the convoy of Monsieur
Demoy. died while on the voyage. Some of
his goods were inventoried and sold: al-
though he had few possessions he appears
to have been careful of his appearance.

case with two razors
great coat of limbourg
a comb

a pair of silk hose
half a bar of soap

a pair of woolen hose

pocket knife '
5 linen shirts —]
I qt. brandy

2 gun worms

2 trade guns

an old casket without a key
a broken gun

2 pairs of Indian moccasins A
an old blanket of dog hair

A more prosperous trader, the same
Antoine de Tonty mentioned earlier as leader
of a convoy, died in 1737, and his goods
were inventoried:

A house of post in the ground construction,
20 x 15 feet with a straw roof; 2 cows; 5
carrots of tobacco; 2 old broken guns; 2
candlesticks; snuffers and tray of copper; 1
mattress; one small pillow; a pair of old

sheets.

. . e
Used half beaver hat trimmed with Silver;

9 i ’ . e |
five suits, one with a vest of coffee colored

3 |
broadcloth; another vest of gray woolen
broadcloth; vest and breeches ()_/l'(llll/F’I oen;
two pairs of breeches in poor condition; 8

used shirts; pair used silk hose; 2 jaunes
[measure of cloth] of batiste

|
A coffer with a key; one broken case With 10
|

flasks, five are broken; small casket;|spade;

a pair of andirons; spit; two poor pewter

salt cellars; 18 pewter plates and 2 platiers;
. . ‘ 1

1 yellow copper basin; one old skimmer:

Jean Baptiste Baron both traded Jand
farmed, as did most men; he was 4 solld
middle-class citizen. From the plevlom de-
scriptions of the agricultural richness of II-
linois Country, it is obvious that a hard work-
ing farmer-trader might amass a good deal
of property. The following invcnlml'y was
made on the death of Marie Cathering, J B.
Baron’s wife. Many of the terms used for
the fabrics are untranslated because itis dif-
ficult to find present day cquivalcﬁls‘ for
them:

Three frock coats of c'(l/mzln(/? and
monchiton, lined with carise 1
I hooded greatcoat, vest and breeches,
unlined, of morocco
I hooded greatcoat of Cadiz and I black
vest ‘
2 vests of cholet and 1 hooded gre}m('aal
of blue limbroug
I hooded greatcoat with false wlverl)‘mr(/
and 1 vest of camlet also with| silver
braid, silver buttons
I hair purse and 1 half beaver hat
I wool belt and | pair of gloves ||
I pair of silk stocking and 1 of wool
3 breeches, 1 large of cotton,
bombazine and the other of Cadiz
shirts of laval ‘
shirts of Beaufort }
I dressing gown and petticoat of taffeta,

[N IRV

one cotton gown, one same of India
cloth and its petticoat
I pair of men’s silver buckles 1
I malacca cane with a tombac handle, 1
hunting knife, one cavalryman's|pistol,
2 old pairs of shoes \

3 taffeta purses, 1 pair of men s wool

! of




stockings and 1 pair of child’s wool
stockings

women'’s gowns

vetticoats and skirts

‘s/zj()rl capes

black|coifs, 2 crimson coifs, 6 fichus, |
pinafore

pair of embroidered shoes

valise

4 lold pairs of women's silk hose

BN

>
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Swomen’s blouses

In thcir living quarters, the Barons had
curtains at the windows and a carpet on the
floor, as well as having valuable items such
as mifrors.

3 window curtains of brown cloth and 3
ufln(liu cloth

carpet of India cloth

chests with locks

caskets with locks, covered with red cop-
per

1 large mirror with a curved frame

/ u'jmch{lir and 7 old chairs, all plain and
without decoration

square table, turned, with | drawer

2 covered caskets gilded red copper

1 yellow copper candlestick

NN~

~

I small mirror with Sframe

20 napkins, both plain and worked

5 tablecloths, one worked, 3 of Beaufort
and the other of Hautbrin.

|

Their kitchen was well equipped, both
with necessary items, such as two pot hooks
with c'jhuins to suspend the covered kettles
over the cooking fire, and more luxurious
items, such as three silver goblets and two

‘ |
crystal goblets and:

3 bottle cases, one with 6 bottles, one
with 9

I small tin ladle

I pewter funnel

26 plates, 2 large platters, | small, | pot,
I pewter salt cellar, 32 iron forks, 10
spoons and a small pewter basin

6 earthenware plates, glazed in white

! dish cupboard with its buffet

I old round baking dish and 1 small caul-
dron used as a drinking cup

2 frying pans, I grill and 1 fork for taking
meat out of the pot

4 medium pots, one of which has a bro-
ken foot

I minot of salt

I medium cauldron, | small copper kettle
and 1 pail

The bedrooms were furnished with three
feather beds, a bedstead with a feather bed,
three small beds and two straw mattresses.
There were two bolsters, three pillows, five
sheets. a green wool blanket, a blue wool
blanket and a green wool counterpane.

Baron had farm land, house lots, cattle and
slaves, all of which are in his inventory.

I lot of land where the said Baron lives,
upon which is built a house with a stone
basement, gardens, a courtyard and
other lodgings and commodities

I piece of land 3 arpents wide running
from the Rigolet to the hills

! house, lot 3 arpents wide, | barn

I female Indian slave, 8-9 years old

I family of slaves consisting of 1 male
negro, | epileptic female Indian and a
SJemale child at the breast

I male Indian slave about 8 years old

5 medium pigs and 4 newborn ones

9 oxen, 6 broken and 3 others running in
the woods
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6 cows, 3 with a calf

9 heifers and 1 bull running in the woods

2 work horses

2 mares, 1 last year’s filly, | this year'’s
colt

40 poultry, large and small

The list of Baron’s tools and goods illus-
trates his dual role as farmer and trader and
includes both farm implements and trade
goods.

80 minots of wheat

1 old horse harness

I scythe forge, 2 old scythes, 4 new scythes

3 varnished yokes

4 axes and two augers

I new plow apparatus

I old hay cart and 1 tip cart without
wheels

I iron mold for lead

7 sickles, 2 long saws

42 packets of tanned buckskins, 400 livres
of lead

300 livres of tallow

28 trade axes, 19 tomahawks

38 trade pickaxes

10 packets of beaver

2 packets of bobcat

There is a surprising omission from these
lists—guns—only two broken ones and a
cavalry pistol are mentioned here. It does
not appear, from the inventories at least, that
the average householder lived with his mus-
ket ready to hand.

=
<

Hand-blown blue-green bottles.



The Military and the Fort

¥ <>C’é All able-bodied habitants were in
AV the local militia. A militia com-
AR pany was organized for each vil-
lage, the first being commissioned in 1723

at »des:k;xskia?bry Diron D’ Artaguette. the In-
spector General.

I called together all the inhabitants of this
village to whom I said I had an order from
the King to form a company of militia for
the purpose of putting them in a position 1o
defend themselves...so | formed a company,
after having selected four of the most wor-
thy among them to put at the head. This
company being under arms, | passed it in
review the same day.

The militia captain was required to mus-
ter the men periodically and to be sure they
had at least some military training and dis-
cipline. The militia was not merely a de-
fensive organization; its members could be
called out to accompany the regular soldiers

from Fort de Chartres. In fact, the militia

received similar training to the soldiers.

M. de Macarty will give special attention to
the bourgeois militia companies, making
them assemble frequently in each place to
drill, and having them learn the drill recently
ordered by His Majesty of which we have

sent several copies both for the militia of

each place and for the troops whom he will
take care to have well disciplined.

Although no battles were ever fought at
Fort de Chartres, the militia and the soldiers
were involved in campaigns against the In-
dians from the Fox Wars in 1728 to the
French and Indian War in the late 1750s. In
1729, the Natchez Indians on the lower Mis-
sissippi rose against the French and massa-
cred 235 settlers near their village. Soldiers
from Fort de Chartres were engaged in the

Fort de Chartres, |,1720-21
Fort de €hartres I1;1725-26
Fort de Chartres lll, 1755

East gate at Fort de Chartres.

punitive action taken by the French against
the Natchez.

The Chickasaw, who were under British
influence, frequently attacked French con-
voys and a series of engagements were car-
ried out against them. The most disastrous
battle for the Illinois French was in 1736
when a force from Fort de Chartres, con-
sisting of militia and regular soldiers was
annihilated by the Chickasaws. The com-
mandant, many officers, soldiers and mili-
tia were killed, resulting in a grievous loss
for the Illinois community.

The soldiers of the military post of Fort

de Chartres were colonial troops organized

in independent companies recruited by their
captain and under the regulation of the

Ministere de la Marine (Ministry of the
Navy). A company was supposed to con-

. ARG

sist of: | captain, | lieutenant, | ensign, | ca-

det “a l'eguillette” [son of an officer or
gentleman who was being trained as an of-
ficer], I soldier cadet, 2 sergeants, 3 corpo-
rals, 2 drummers and 41 soldiers.

A Swedish visitor to Canada in the 1750s
described the soldier’s life as follows:
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The soldiery enjoy such advantages here as
they are not allowed in any part of the world

... They get every day a pound and alhalf of
wheat bread...They likewise get plenty of

peas, bacon, and salt or dried meat... A |[I the
officers kept cows....The soldiers had each
a small garden outside the fort, whic[‘h they
were allowed to attend and to plant|in it
whatever they liked...and planted u)l kinds
of vegetables. In time of peace the soldiers
have very little guard duty....Each sulci“iargu/
a new coat every two years; but annually, a
wo

waistcoat, cap, hat, breeches, crava,
pair of stockings, two pair of shoes, a das
much wood as he had occasion| forin the
winter. They likewise got five sols
every day, which is augmented to thinty] sols
when they have particular labor _fp - the
King. 1

ipiece

Although these provisions seem generous,
in practice things did not always wark out
so well. Pay was slow in coming, c%inage
was always scarce and uniforms wejr not
sent regularly or were of very poor quality.
However, there was no shortage f food
stuffs in Illinois and during their sg‘rvice,
many soldiers rented or purchased houses
with gardens. Generally, two or thrlée sol-
diers formed a partnership, enabling“one to
stand guard duty or to go with the (!:}0 voy
while the others took care of the hou]sc and

. . | ~
garden. Some soldiers, when their tour of

duty was up, elected to remain in lllinois
and were given grants of land. ‘

The number of soldiers actually housed
within Fort de Chartres may not have been
very large and apparently consisted of those
on guard duty and soldiers who did th have
the funds, or perhaps the interest, in acquir-
ing a house and land. Although residences
were supplied for the commandant %nd the
royal storekeeper, they also maintainedhomes
in either Kaskaskia or the village of C hartres.




The description of the first fort, the one
that Boisbriant builtin 1720-21 is very brief;
it was square with two bastions but neither
the liT1e|1si011s nor details of the interior
structures are given. An early aerial photo-
graph revealed a dark soil stain outlining a
square fort with two bastions at diagonal
cOrners. Archueologicul testing was done in
that location in 1983-84, and two walls of
this first fort were located, the north and
south, #puccd one arpent apart. Asingle row
of upright posts for the palisade had been
place d.iin atrench about three and a half feet
deep. The posts had been pulled out when
the location was abandoned.

In|a report in 1725, Bienville the gover-
fiLouisiana, wrote: “The post of the
Hlinois is very old and there has never been
any fort there except the one that Mr.
Boisbriiantbuilt in 1721.” In March of 1725,
plans were underway for construction of a
new [fort. |A contract was concluded with
eight soldiers of the garrison who agreed to
diga llt;ench three feet deep and to place posts
in it.| The contract says to “double the fort
withstakes” which would appear to mean a
double|wall of posts. The soldiers also were
instructed to remove any tree stumps found
in the vjvuy and to construct loopholes every
five feet. Also, a contract was let to Lieu-
tenant Melique in November of 1725 to pro-
vide materials for construction of a powder
magy zine.

nor

Margry

Bienville, Govenor of Louisiana.

Colonial Engineer
c. 1750-1760

Army Engineer
1758-1763

Army Engineer
c.1750-1755

Army Engineer
1756-1758

of Military Hi

French engineers, New France, 1750-1763.

The second fort, constructed in 1725-26,
was still standing in 1732 when it was de-
scribed in the inventory taken at the retro-
cession of the colony by the Company of
the Indies to the Crown. The fort was small,
25 toises on a side [about 160 feet], with
four projecting bastions. On the interior were
four buildings: the residence of the comman-
dant and storekeeper, a guard house, a bar-
racks with a gunsmith’s forge and another
house. Each bastion contained a structure:

the powder magazine, a prison with a pi-
geon house above it, a chicken house and a
stable. Six years later, this fort was reported
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to be in severe disrepair, but apparently it
was refurbished and maintained until 1747
when its ruinous condition forced the trans-
fer of most of the garrison to temporary quar-
ters at Kaskaskia.

By now, it was becoming obvious that a
new fort was necessary, and the availability
of local stone made it a good choice for the
construction material for a new fort.
Vaudreuil, the governor of Louisiana at the
time, was not only interested in new con-
struction, but also in a new location for the
fort.
L’Establissement [the village around Fort

He commented that “the village of



de Chartres| up to the present has been the
principal post, without the reason for it be-
ing well understood.” Vaudreuil was de-
termined to place the fort at Kaskaskia,
which was the major mercantile settlement,
and in 1751, he ordered Macarty, the new
commandant to make his residence at
Kaskaskia. This order was repeated in his
instructions to Francois Saucier, the royal
engineer, who was also to prepare cost esti-
mates for both wooden and masonry forts.
The design of the fort, Vaudreuil directed,
was to be a square with four bastions, with
a rampart about ten feet wide supported by
an interior wall which could also serve as a
wall of the buildings. The fort was to be
large enough to hold 300 men and a year’s
rations.

In January of 1752, Macarty reported
large quantities of stone and lime for mor-
tar had been ordered. In March, he reported
that Saucier’s plans for the new fort were
nearly finished, commenting that “this fort
is well located for the present”, an appar-
ent reference to the site of the second fort.
In his reply, Vaudreuil insisted again that a
fort near Prairie du Rocher was too far from
Kaskaskia. No letter has been found with
an agreement to build the new fort 60 roises

[383 feet] from the second fort as is noted
on Bellin's map of the Illinois Country.
Macarty's actions give the impression that
he had decided to built the fort near the old
location from the start and neither hell, high
water nor the King of France could change

his mind. To be four months away from your

commanding officer is sometimes an advan-
tage.

In August of 1753, Vaudreuil’s successor,
the new governor Kerlerac, wrote the Min-
ister of the Marine that the Fort de Chartres
project had been arranged prior to his ap-
pointment and that the cost was now esti-
mated at 270,000 livres. By 1754, it was
reported that the fort was largely completed,
and although approval for construction had
not yet been received from France, the work
could not be stopped at this late date. By
1755 the construction had advanced to the
point that contracts were made with Francois
Hennet dir Sanschagrin to roof the fort’s
buildings and with Brunet and Couturier to
dig a well. Some construction continued
during the following year, but the garrison
returned from Kaskaskia.

The best description of the third fort is
from 1765 in the Proces Verbal upon the
cession of the fort to the British by the van-
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quished French. This last fort was of stone,
square with four bastions and contained

about four acres within its walls. The[Proces
Verbal listed the buildings and gaye the num-
ber of rooms, windows, doors and chimneys.
All the buildings were of stone and had
shingled roofs (Mr. Hennet’s v\}ork) The
storehouse and guard house were bol about
90 by 25 feet in size; the Gover nmc { house
and the Indendant’s house wcuc approxi-
mately 86 by 32 feet; and the lwo barracks
were 128 by 32 feet. In the bastlm S iwere
the powder magazine, bake h0u<e, and
prison. Two stone gates plcrced the walls,
one facing out toward the King’s Road, the
other toward the Mississippi. !Th main
channel of the river ran about 500 feet|from
the south wall of the fort, provticlil g|easy
access for the boats of the convoys.

This secure and well built t'o}l was sur-
rendered to the British without a shot| hav-
ing been fired—at Fort de Chartfres that is.
The forces that lead to its capitulation were
at work far from the Illinois Countiy.| The
fate of Fort de Chartres must be understood
in the context of the Illinois Counu 'S sta-
tus as a European colony.

in right foreground.

Jim Balsitis, ARG




The Illinois Country was a small
and not very important colony,
)3 () ‘"\ when viewed in the grand scheme
of Euopcan politics. Unlike the British
LOIOI lsls who a few years later sought in-
dcpcndcncc from the mother country, the
[linois French never considered separation
from|FRrance. Their fate, therefore, was de-
cided by events in the political arena.
Fra‘mcc. Spain and England long had been
contending for power in Europe and for con-
trol ofhamd and trade in the New World.
Eunopc in the eighteenth century was almost
Lonlmuously at war. One attempt to make
pmcc‘ was the Treaty of Aix-le-Chapelle in
1748, by which part of Acadia in Canada,

was ]cedcd to England; the new

% 0

4'_\\

however,
boundaries between the English and French
|)O\‘S‘é€%i0n§ were never defined.

Th‘c Ohio Valley was hotly contested; the
English long had been pressing westward
hom‘lhc seacoast, vying with the French for
control of this important waterway. With so
few people in such a large area, European
dominance basically rested on control of the

trade| with the Indians. Although in earlier
years, French merchandise had been more
-highly prized by the Indians than the Brit-
ish, France's declining economic position
czntnsqd their trade goods to become more
expensive and less well-made than British
('oods In fact, the French sometimes were
tonccd to purchase British goods for use in
their trade.

In the late 1740s, some of the Indian tribes
(‘rien‘dlfy to the British began attacking
Frenchmen, and tribes associated with the
FlCl'I(,‘h were urged to join the British cause.
Allh0u°h the Hlinois Indians remained faith-
ful tothe French, they occasionally wavered,
for they were intermarried not only with the
French, but also with the Miami and
Piankashaw Indians, who were drawn to-
ward the British side in the quarrel.

During the early 1750s, the French at-

French and Indian War

During this/ conflict, French
and Indian! troops from Fort
CGC Chart E”QC}; under the com-
mand of Coulon de Villers
tM @cx British troops under:
the command of. George
Washingt 31@]*] at 1, t. Necessity,
on July 4, 1754.

ary Historians, 1984

Canadian Militia (Frontier Service),
1750-1760.

tempted to insure control of the Ohio by
erecting a (.hdln of Ions from Lake Erie
down the river. In 17 1754 _a French detach-
ment was sent to construct a fort at the forks
of the Ohio, the present day site of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. Finding a small Brit-
ish force there engaged in the same occupa-
tion, the French drove them off and began
building Fort Duquesne.

The escaping British soldiers carried the
news of their defeat to George Washington,
then a Colonel in the British Army, who was
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building a military road in the vicinity. To-
wards the end of May,
word that a party of French soldiers was
again in the vicinity. He and his men sur-
prised and defeated the French force, kill-
ing among others, their commander, Sieur
de Jumonville. Aware that the French would
retaliate, Washington returned to his base at
Great Meadows, where a stockade with
carthworks was constructed hurriedly and
called Fort Necessity. :

Soldiers from Fort de Chartres were sent

Washington received

to avenge the French defeat, the group be-
ing commanded by Jumonville’s brother,
Coulon de Villers. The French attacked Fort

Necessity on the morning of July 3rd, and

the fighting continued throughout the day

= inaheavy rainstorm. In the evening, Villiers
~ called for a parley. Recognizing the impos-
S sibility of defending the temporary fort

against a long seige, Washington agreed to
surrender. The British were allowed to keep
their small arms and supplies. On July 4,
1754 Washington and his band of Virginians
left unharmed.

The Seven Years War (1755-1763), called
the French and Indian War in North America,
decided the ultimate fate of the Illinois
Country. Most Indian tribes supported the
French and were important participants
throughout the war. However, the French
cause did not prosper; in 1758, one of
France’s most important posts, the Fortress
of Louisbourg in Nova Scotia, fell and in
1760 Canada surrendered to the English
forces.

France had never considered Louisiana to
be as important a colony as Canada; indeed,
Louisiana was a costly drain on the Royal
Treasury—about 800,000 francs a year.
France’s peace negotiator, the Duc de
Choiseul, evidently felt Louisiana without
Canada to be useless to France. Louisiana
was used merely as a bargaining tool in the
treaties with England and Spain. Under the




Treaty of Paris which ended the war, all

Louisiana on the eastern side of the Missis-

sippi River was given to England except for
New Orleans, which became Spanish terri-
tory. Secretly, Louisiana west of the Mis-
si_isrippi was given to Spain. i

In July of 1763, Governor D’ Abbadie sent
dispatches up river to inform Neyon de
Villiers, commandant at Fort de Chartres,
of the cession and to direct him to prepare
for the arrival of the British. Although the
French military officials accepted this reor-
dering of their lives and property by the
King, the Indians, who felt they had a prior
claim to the land, did not.

Chris Couty

Indian ally of the French, French and
Indian War.
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The British wished immediately to
occupy the vital Mississippi Val-

g ley that they Imd acquired by treaty,
but because of the danger of attacks by the
lndiunf‘;“, this was delayed. The French had
lived|in peace with the Indians generally, but
the Indlgﬂ knew that in the British colo-
nies th tribes were - displaced and driven out
as settlers moved in. So Pontiac, an Ollawa
chlel! Was able lQVb_lﬂd_él_g_;_lﬁldn(.L hom a

numbcr of tnbcs to oppose the British take-
over,| |

|
The first British attempt to reach Fort de

Chm%les was made from Fort Pitt, going by
boat down the Ohio River. but this had to be
glvenJ up because of the Indians. Next, the
Britishitried to come up the Mississippi: this
too was foiled by the Indians.

In June of 1764, Neyon de Villiers, the
commandant, and all of the Fort de Chartres
garrison except for forty men, left for New
Orleans, and St. Ange de Bellerive was
placed in command. In 1765, two small Brit-
ish acl\"muc groups finally reached Fort de
Clmmes but shortly were forced to make a
rapid wnhdmwal due to the hostility of the
local ll]dldn.\. Despite St. Ange’s best en-
deav m‘ he was unable to persuade the Illi-
nois tolaccept the British. Tamarois, chief
of the dekdskm delivered the Illinois’ de-
cision (o oppose the British.

l
Since you, with this English chief, asked me
1o make peace with his nation, my heart

/Ie\ll[(lt@[[ a long time on the decision it
should| mal\e I held several councils with
my nation about the matter, and I did not
find anyone who was of the opinion that
should be accepted. All the red men
s§ scales in which are weighed our fa-
the Frenchman and the Englishman.

peace
POSSse
ther,
Whenever they raise it, the Englishman wins
id always weighs more. Why? Be-
he is filled with wickedness and he
[to

out a
caitse

\ . . .
has noft the white heart like our father.

British and Americans

|

“Mons! St Ange witl! “fh
the 234"y L?(um all the

rew on

A

Troops lin this Cou am,iry, to a
village'called' St Louis on @L |
: |
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Sergeant and Officer,
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British 42nd (Royal Highland) Regiment
of foot, 1759-1760.
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Company of Military Historians, 1956

the English officer] Wherefore we ask you
1o leave here as quickly as you can, 1o re-

Join your chief whom you can tell that the

sentiment of the lllinois, like that of all their
brothers, is to make war on you if you wish
to come on our lands. Get out, move on as
quickly as possible and tell your chief all
you have heard, that we are the children of
the French and that these lands are ours and
no one claims them, not even other red men...
Tell your chief to remain on his lands as we
do on ours.

Ignoring this warning, a group of British
soldiers again left Fort Pitt under Colonel
Croghan. Intercepted near the mouth of the
Wabash by hostile Kickapoo and Mascoutin
Indians, they were taken prisoners (o
Vincennes. While they were there, most of
the warring Indian nations finally came to
sue for peace. Croghan did not continue to
Fort de Chartres, but went to Detroit and sent
instead Captain Stirling with the 42nd regi-
ment out from Fort Pitt. Stirling arrived at
Fort de Chartres on October 9, 1765 and the
following day formally received the fort
from St. Ange.

Stirling was under orders to administer an
oath of allegiance to the citizens, but they
asked for a delay in order to decide whether
they were going to remain in their homes or
to move across to the river to the Spanish
settlement. Some of the inhabitants were
reassured by Gage’s proclamation, allowing
them to keep their religion.

. That his Majesty grants to the inhabitants
of the lllinois the liberty of the Catholic re-
ligion as it has already been granted 1o his
subjects in Canada...That His Majesty,
moreover, agrees that the French inhabit-
ants, or others who had been subjects of the
Christian King, may retire in full safety and

[freedom where ever they please, even to New

Orleans, or any other part of Louisiana



George Rogers Clark addressing Native
Americans at Cahokia.

...they may sell their estates...
effects, as well as their persons without re-
straint...

Many preferred to move rather than to re-
main under the British.
Chartres was abandoned and the othI_scllIc-
ments lost many inhabitants. Somé sold all
their goods; others took everything with
them, mcludm" the door and window frames
from their houses. They moved across the
Mississippi to Ste. Genevieve and to the
newly founded post of St. Louis.

According to the census reported by
D’Abbadie to France in 1764, the popula-
tion of Illinois was 1400. If this is correct,
it represents a drop from 1752 and reflects
the emigration of many of the inhabitants
from the British side of the river to the Span-
ish side. The last commandant, St. Ange de
Bellerive, left also for St. Louis with the re-
maining governmental officials, the judge
and storekeeper, Lafebvre, and the clerk and
notary, La Buxiere.

The departure of the French officials left
the area without a civil government. Stirling
appointed a judge and the militia captains
were continued in their functions, but no

transport their

The village of
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<
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other arrangements were made. This lack
of a permanent civil government was the
greatest weakness in the British administra-
tion of Illinois. Until 1774 when Louisiana
was attached to Canada, Illinois was admin-
istered through the military organization
from New York. Fort de Chartres was re-
named Fort Cavendish. Although the new
name was used for some official dispatches,
it was largely ignored by the inhabitants.

Nature too, was working its changes in the
countryside. For many years, the Missis-
sippi had been undercutting its bank near the
village of Chartres and the fort. In the win-
ter of 1771-72, it became obvious to the Brit-
ish that the spring floods would undermine
the wall on the river side. The garrison was
moved to Kaskaskia and the fort abandoned;
the next spring, the wall on the river side
and portions of two bastions were washed
away. The British garrison remained in
Kaskaskia until 1776 when they were re-
called because of the American Revolution.
Pierre de Rastel de Rocheblave was ap-
pointed British agent in Kaskaskia.

During the American Revolution, as in the
French and Indian War, control of the inland
waterways was an important strategic goal.
From the Ohio River valley, the British could
forc-

advance against the eastern colonies,
ing the Americans to fight on two fronts.
Also, the British made treaties with the In-
dian tribes and encouraged them to attack
American frontier settlements. The small
size of the American population made de-
fense of the outlying villages and fortifica-
tions difficult. In 1777, harassment of set-
tlers in Virginia, Pennsylvania and Kentucky
increased sharply as the British and their
Indian allies attempted to draw off soldiers
and supplies from the eastern seaboard.

A young Virginian, George Rogers Clark,
who had been involved in the efforts to pro-
tect Kentucky, Virginia’s new county, real-
ized that the villages in the Illinois could be
used by the British as a base for further raids
into Kentucky. In 1778, Clark planned to
take the offensive and to seize Kaskaskia and
Vincennes from the British before such at-
tacks could be launched. The new Ameri-
can government had made an alliance with
France. He thought this would aid him in
obtaining the allegiance of the French, who
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Chris=Coutv

A soldier of George Rogers Clark
small army. j

never had been happy under British| rule.
The purpose of Clark’s campaign was pub-
licly stated to be only the defense of Ken-
tucky, but his private orders from Governor

Patrick Henry were to capture |the| Flench
villages.

With a hand-picked force of I73 'men,
Clark came down the Ohio River to Fort
Massac, and then, with the assistance ofcap-
tured American hunters, went ovetland to
Kaskaskia. Surprising the British agent,
Rocheblave, in his home, Clark and his men
were able to take the town without bpposi-
tion on July 4, 1778. Although not all the
French wanted American rule, there| st no
active support for the British cause. The bell
in the Kaskaskia church tower summoned
the people, and their freedom from-Bnllsh
rule was proclaimed. With its annexation to
Virginia, the Illinois Country ceased|to be
an European colony, and became part of the
new American nation. w




D2 og@" What is left of the French colony
A/ today? Of the seven French towns,
2% Prairie du Rocher alone remains a
|
small village. Ste. Genevieve has grown
far bL:yond the bounds of the French vil-
lage.|but it is the only place where many
eighteenth century structures have been
presc:“rved: here, one can sense what the old
villages must have been like. Cahokia’s
past is represented by only a few buildings;
urban sprawl has transformed its rural char-
acter, Kaskaskia was destroyed by floods
in lhé 1880s. The Mississippi, which had
flowed| south of the peninsula on which
Kusk;uskiu was situated, gradually began to
break through the narrow strip of land be-
tween it and the Kaskaskia River. Eventu-
ally the Mississippi cut through and, being
a larger and vastly more powerful stream,
\vide|:1ed the Kaskaskia River bed, tumbling
the vi‘llage of Kaskaskia into the water. The
village of Chartres, abandoned when the
British arrived in 1765, also suffered
|

Enjoy; thelstory: of \colonial
Americalin the heartland

greatly from erosion by the river, as did St.
Philippe. The town plots were abandoned
and forgotten. All that remains of eigh-
teenth century St. Louis are place names
and the street patterns.

A few French customs survive to this
day; on New Year’s Eve, La Guiannée sing-
ers in Prairie du Rocher make their rounds
from house to house, singing their tradi-
tional ancient song, La Guiannée, which
was brought by the colonists from France.
The singers today gather at a selected meet-
ing place and go to homes where they have
been invited. The first four lines of the song
are sung outside the door of the house. The
host then opens the door, inviting the group
inside and the entire song is sung to the
household and its guests.

Ste. Annes Militia re-enactors at Fort de Chartres.
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Today: Touring the French Colonial Area

Bon soir le maitre et la maitresse et tout le
monde du logis

Pour le dernier jour de I'année la Guiannée
vous nou devez.

La Guiannée vous nous devez, dites-nous-
1€

Si vous voulez nous rien donner, dites nous
le.

On vous demande seulement un échinée.

Une échinée n’est pas grand chose, ca n’a
que de dix pieds de long.

Et nous enferons une fricassée de quatre-
vingt-dix pieds de long.

Si vous voulez nous rien donner, dites-nous-
le.

On vous demande seulement la fille ainée.

Nous lui ferons faire bonne chére, nous lui
ferons chauffer les pieds.

Quand nous fliimes au milieu des bois, nous
fames a I'ombre.

Jai attendu le coucou chanter et la colombe.

Et le rossignol du vert bocage,
I"ambassadeur des amoureaux.

Mai va-t-en dire a ma maitresse qu’elle a
toujours le coeur joyeux,

Qu’elle a toujours le coeur joyeux, point de
tristesse

Toute les filles qui n’ont pas d’amant, com-
ment vit-elle?

Ce sont amours qui la reveillent et qui
I’empéchent de dormir.

[translation] Good evening master and mis-
tress and all who live here.

On the last day of the year la Guiannée is
due us.

La Guinannée is due us, tell us so.

We ask only for a backbone of pork.

A backbone is not a great matter, it is only
ten feet long.

We will make of it a fricasse ninety feet long.

If you have nothing to give, tell us.

We ask only for your eldest daughter.

We will give her good cheer, we will warm
her feet.
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Whein fln the midst of the woods, we
the shadows.

We h]e;'ir the cuckoo sing and the dove.

The nightingale in the verdant grove, the
zunbzflssador of love.

Go tell my mistress always to have a joy-
ous heart,

That|she may always have a joyous heart,
without sadness.

All lhc,gu 1s who have no lover, how do they
Il\fe?]

Itis loYe which wakens her and which hin-
ders/her sleep.

Cahokia has a Guiannée group which
joins|the Prairie du Rocher group on New
Year| sEve Ste. Genevieve also has a group
and Old Mines, Missouri,
chauh s mines, recently has revived their
Guiannée group.

Infearlier days, La Guiannée singers
would havc collected food at each stop for
their celebration and ball on Twelfth Night.
This ball, on January 6th—Epiphany—the
traditional end of the Christmas season.
ceased|to be held during World War II. Tt
reyived in Prairie du Rocher in 1976
and is/now sponsored annually by La
Guiannée Society on the Saturday closest
to the 6lth of January. At the Twelfth Night
Ball.|a king for the coming year is selected.
A cake with four beans baked in it is cut
and ¢ 19 ributed to all the men present at the
ball. Thc first to find a bean in his piece is
the l\mg with the prerogative of choosing
his quéen. The finders of the other three
beans become his court. The king and queen

are in

was

rule over all festivities for the remainder of

the ydc&‘l Cahokia holds a Mardi Gras Ball
the Sdlmday before Ash Wednesday spon-
smcd by Fete Inc. The King’s Ball, Fete du
Bonnc‘Tcmp.\ La Guiannée, is held on the
third w:eekend in January sponsored by the
Cah(ﬁkiu Junior Women’s Club. Ste.
Geneﬂvi:l vels King’s Ball Committee spon-
sors a B1all on the first Saturday in February
at Ste. Genevieve.

uc‘:h year on the first weekend in June,
the I|I1n0|s Historic Preservation Agency
sponsot“s Rendezvous at Fort de Chartres.
The lwcl)-day event recreates eighteenth-cen-
tury achvmcs including craft demonstra-
lIOnS‘Of pottery making, basket weaving,

wood tumln0 wine making and others.

|
|
|
|
|

the location of

Contests are held in flintlock musket shoot-
ing. Period dancing, music, puppet shows,
etc. are provided and recreated eighteenth-
century military units march, attend to flag
raising and lowering and the firing of the
cannon.

A driving or biking tour of the colonial
area might begin at the town of Cahokia,
Illinois. An information sign on U.S. Route
3/50 directs the visitor to Cahokia Court-
house, now a State Historic Site. Originally
built in the mid-eighteenth century as a resi-

Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, lllinois.

dence by Jean Baptiste Saucier, son of the
designer of Fort de Chartres, the building
served from 1793 to 1814 as a courthouse
for St. Clair County. In 1904, the building,
then abandoned and decaying, was dis-
mantled and taken to St. Louis where it was
reassembled for the Louisiana Purchase Ex-
position. After the Exposition, it was pur-
chased by the Chicago Historical Society
and a small structure constructed from its
timbers in Jackson Park. The building stood
there until 1938 when it was returned to
Cahokia.

Standing now on its old foundation and
incorporating some original timbers, the
building is a good example of the Missis-
sippi French architecture of post on sill con-
struction. The posts originally had clay and
rock fill between them (now cement). The
roof is steeply sloped and there is a galerie
|porch] around all four sides.

The Holy Family Church in Cahokia is
on the opposite side of Routes 3/50. The
old church of upright log construction was
built in 1799 and was restored in the 1940s.
Next door to the modern church is the Jarrot
Mansion, owned by the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency. The brick home was
built by Nicolas Jarrot who came to Cahokia
from Maryland where he would have been
familiar with the Federal style of architec-
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ture. The Jarrot house is called “Frontier
Federal,” a term coined for this building.
Masonry work was begun in 1807, and the
home probably was completed by 1808.
Jarrot lived in the home until his death in
1820; his widow survived until 1875.
From Cahokia take 3 to [-255 to the Co-
lumbia exit, then continue on Highway 3
Three miles east of Waterloo (called Belle
Fontaine by the French). is the Kaskaskia
Road on your right. Winding through prai-
ries dotted with limestone sinks (karst to-
pography), the road partly follows the old
Kaskaskia-to-Cahokia trail. At the “Y” in

: Renault (named for Philippe Renault, the

Director of the Mines), the road angles to

3 the right and continues down the bluff to the

bottoms. From the stop sign at the bottom,
you may take either the road to the left or
the one straight ahead. The road on the left
leads directly to Prairie du Rocher. This road
along the bluff is a modern one, for this area
was covered by vast shallow lakes and
marshes in the eighteenth century. Today

during wet springs, sheets of water often
cover the old lake beds again.

Powder magazine e ar le de Chartres.

The road that goes straight ahead leads to
the little town of Kidd (Boxtown), and fol-
lows roughly the old road leading from St.
Philippe. Turn left in Kidd; a ditched shal-
low swale on your right marks the old Cou-
lee de Nau, an oxbow of the Mississippi
which in French times formed the border of
the Metchigamia Indian reserve. A mile or
two beyond, just before the road bends
sharply to the left, a ridge on the right was
the location of a Metchigamia Indian village.

Fort de Chartres is next. Recently the front
walls of the fort have been reconstructed
above the original French footings. The
foundations of the barracks are marked by

“ghostings,” timbers outlining the shape and



height of the original structure. Here, one
can get a sense of what the fort really would
have been like, and how impressive it would
have been. In the ecighteenth century, the
stones, except for the cut stone around the
gun and cannon ports, probably would have
been covered with a smooth coat of mortar.
This would prevent anyone from getting a
foothold to climb the wall.

The original powder magazine is still
standing, the oldest building in Illinois. The
land gate, guard house and storehouse were
reconstructed many years ago. The store-
house, now used as an office and museum,
occupies the original foundation, but its
doors and windows are not in the historic
locations. The guard house was recon-

structed in the 1940s in the early days of

historic restoration. Present reconstruction
of the Fort and upgrading of the structures
is based on research, architectural and ar-
chaeological studies.

The river is no longer visible from the
Fort. After damaging the walls in 1772, the
Mississippi swung out again and presently
is about a mile away from the Fort.

The Fort and museum are open daily.
Special programs or activities are held at
least once a month at the Fort.

Highway 155 from the Fort to Prairie du

Rocher follows closely, at first, the line of

the old French grants. On the left hand side
of the road, long strips of farmland stretch
toward the bluffs. Often the original one or
two arpent-wide land grants can be distin-
guished by ditches or by differences in
crops. About a quarter of a mile from the
Fort on the right was the location of the vil-
lage of Chartres and the church of Ste. Anne.
Excavations here have uncovered the re-
mains of the first Fort de Chartres. The vil-
lage would have extended under the present
levee towards the river.

The village hall in Prairie du Rocher was
constructed in the old French style as a re-
minder of the town’s heritage. Turn right
on to the bluff road beyond it. On the main
business street in town is a white building
called the Creole House. Now owned by
the Randolph County Historical Society, the
house was built in the early nineteenth cen-
tury but reflects the long tradition of French
architecture in the area. The Creole House
is open for special events or by arrangement.

Turn right on the street beyond the Creole
House, go two blocks to Middle Street and
turn left. A few blocks down is St. Joseph’s
Church. Originally, St. Joseph’s was a mis-
sion from the Church of Ste. Anne at Fort de
Chartres. The eighteenth century French
parish registers and communion vessels from
the church of Ste. Anne are preserved here.
These items are not on display. Translations
of the early church records are available at
the fort and in libraries in nearby towns. The
present church was built in 1858.

Continue on Middle Street past the church,
turn right and follow a small winding street.
At the end of the block on the left is a white
clapboard-covered house, the Melliere
house, an excellent example of French con-
struction techniques. On its western face,
the outline of two enclosed galeries or
porches can be seen. The house is privately
owned and is not open to the public.
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Original and commemorative gravestones
of Father J. Gagnon, 1743-1795.

Follow the road across the railroad
tracks—careful—there are no warning sig-
nals, and the trains travel very fast. The cross
road is Prairie du Rocher Street, part of the
old King’s Highway out to the Fort. Turn
left and go out to the cemetery. A large alu-
minum cross marks the site of the original
church of St. Joseph. Beside it a marker
gives the history of the cemetery:
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To mark the site of the sanctuary of the
original church of St. Joseph and to|com-
memorate the 250th anniversary of the first
baptism recorded in the parish| September
8, 1721. St. Joseph church and cemetery
were located in the middle of the first vil-
lage of Prairie du Rocher. Here li¢ buried
the remains of Michigamea Indians, |early
French adventurers, black slaves, victims of
wars, massacres, floods, and /)I(lgué.\' Vet-
erans of all wars of the United, Sta %es‘ and
pastors and parishioners of |St. ‘ seph
Church of three centuries—May they rest

with God. |

Two ancient gravestones lie Wiwhlln the
bounds of the former sanctuary marking the
graves of Father Gagnon and ‘Fat#e]r Luc
Collet. Their bones were moved ﬁlio m the
cemetery at the abandoned Ste. “Anne's
church to St. Joseph’s in 1768/ Only one
gravestone in the cemetery has an il]‘SCl'ip-
tion in French. Along the road near the front
of the cemetery are many plain crdsigcs of
metal or wood, a French Canadian tgadition.

From the front of the cemetery, {ll e old
road ran up to join the bluff road. The vil-
lage of Prairie du Rocher used to surround
the cemetery, but in the early nineteenth cen-
tury, the settlement shifted closer to the
bluffs to avoid flooding from the ciee

Return to the road by the clmrch,ll"dl ive to
he old
upper road. On the left side of the rjo]ad af-
ter the first bridge is a sign marking the lo-
rock
shelter is a prehistoric Indian|occupation
dating from about 6000 B.C. |

Just beyond the small community of
Modoc, there is a choice of roads. The one
straight ahead leads to the river ferry which
crosses the Mississippi River to Ste.

~




Geneyieve (which will discussed later).
you nllfc the road to the left, a mile or so
further along is a sign pointing to the lock
and dam. The Kaskaskia Indian village was
locate dﬁ'aboul a mile down this road, but
there is/no surface indication of it today. The
land is privately owned.

The bluff road ends at Highway 3. Turn

right and foillow the highway to the sign for
Fort l$askuskia and the Pierre Menard home.
Fort Kaskaskia probably was built in the
I750>| ut may have replaced an earlier for-
tificati It was never a military fort but
was used 01!1ly for a retreat in times of dan-
ger. When the British came in 1765, the fort

was it 'srepail and it was not restored. The
Britis occupled a stockaded structure
within the town of Kaskaskia and named it
Fort Gage. Thls name later erroneously has

been upplied by some to the fort on the bluff.

Fort as‘kuskiu is across the river from the
former locauon of the village of Kaskaskia.
The I)cﬂmon can be seen from the edge of
the blu Below the hill is the home of Pierre
Menar an\lndmn trader and the first lieu-
tenant governor of Illinois. The home, con-
structed between 1799 and 1801, is in a com-
bined enc%sh and American style. It has
been beautifully restored and refurnished by
the State of Illinois and is operated by the
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. Many

programs and demonstrations are given on
weekends at the Menard home.

Highway 3 goes on to Chester, where
those interested in historical or genealogi-
cal research may consult several thousand
documents from the French colonial period,
some of which have been referenced here.
Copies are located in the archives annex of
the country courthouse. The records are
calendered, indexed and available for study
during working hours. The originals are kept
in a temperature and humidity-controlled
vault in the office of the County Clerk.

Before Route 3 enters the downtown area
of Chester, it crosses a road to the right lead-
ing to a bridge across the Mississippi. (The
bridge can be reached also by going down
the hill from the courthouse.) A few miles
beyond the bridge in Missouri is Highway
“H”. Turn right and follow it to its end at
Highway 61. Turn right to St. Mary’s. In
St. Mary's turn right on Highway “U” to
cross the former channel of the Mississippi
back into Illinois and onto Kaskaskia Island.
This is the channel that the river occupied
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries;
it has filled in considerably since then. This
piece of Illinois can only be reached through
Missouri, to which it is now attached.

Follow the signs around the island to a
small building maintained by the State of
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Liberty Bell of the West,
Kaskaskia, lllinois.

Illinois. Here is the bell from the old
Kaskaskia church. The inscription on the
bell reads, “Pour l'eglise des Ilinois par les
soins du R. P. d’outeleau,” [For the church
of the Illinois, a gift of Reverend Father
D’outreleau]. Father D’outreleau was the
superior of the Illinois missions.

The bell is called the Liberty Bell of the
West, because it was rung on July 4, 1778
to signal Clark’s arrival, and freedom from
British rule. The bell is the property of the
nearby Church of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, the direct descendant of the mission
founded by Father Marquette in 1673. The
bell was cast in La Rochelle, France in 1741,
and has seen many changes over the years—
the French colony, possession by the Brit-
ish, the arrival of the Virginians, incorpora-
tion into the United States—and thus repre-
sents the heritage of the Illinois Country.

Go back to St. Mary’s and turn right on
the highway. Follow this to Ste. Genevieve.
Take the first road to the right, St. Mary’s
Road; along this road on the left, you will
see eighteenth-century French houses, some
of which are open to the public.

On the rightis le Grand Champs [the big
field]; the village of Ste. Genevieve was lo-
cated on the river side of this in the mid-
eighteenth century. In 1785, there was a ma-




Bequette-Ribault house,
Ste. Genevieve, Missouri.

jor flood that inundated the homes there:
after that, the inhabitants moved to the
higher ground.

Along the road is the St. Gemme
Amoureux house. Built in the late eigh-
teenth century, it is a fine example of
poteaux en terre construction. The
handhewn cedar logs are visible below the
front porch and in the cellar. Another
poteaux en terre house is the recently re-
stored Bequette-Ribault house.

Continuing down the road and under the
railroad bridge, the Bolduc house will be
on the left. This was the first authentic
French home in the Mississippi Valley to
be restored to its original form. On other
streets, there are many other buildings in
town that are interesting for their architec-
ture and history. The Felix Valle house, a
1-1/2 story ashlar stone structure has been
restored by the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources. The Guibord-Valle
house, owned by the Foundation for Resto-
ration, has the only remaining original case-
ment windows and an excellent example of
the typical roof trussing.

After the Bolduc house at the intersection
of Main and Market on the right will be the
Interpretive Center where information about
the historic homes and tours can be obtained.

s L

You can return to lllinois by the Ste.
Genevieve/Modoc Ferry, which provides a
good opportunity to view the mighty Mis-
sissippi.

If your trip takes you north to St. Louis,

visit the Old Courthouse, the Museum of

Westward Expansion, and the Gateway Arch.
Collectively this complex is the Jefferson
Memorial Expansion and is operated by the
National Park Service. The French origins
of St. Louis are interpreted at the courthouse,
while the Museum of Westward Expansion
tells the story of westward migration and
growth after 1800. In addition, the Old Ca-
thedral located within the complex repre-
sents the French Catholic roots of St. Louis
and is the third church to serve the parish
founded in 1770, the “Mother Church for St.
Louis Catholicism.”
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Modoc Ferry crossing the Mississippi River,
Sfrom Modoc, lllinois to Ste.

Genevieve, Missouri.

The Old Cathedral, St. Louis, Mi




Bibliography

|
Alvord, Clarence W.

1907 The Country of Hlinois. Publica-
tions of the lllinois State Historical Library, Vol. 2,
reprint frtom Illinois Historical Collections.

Alvord, Clarence W. and Clarence E. Carter (editors)

1915 The Critical Period 1763-1765.
Collections of the lllinois State Historical Library,
Vol. IQ. British series Vol. 1.

1916 The New Regime 1765-1768
Collections of the lllinois State Historical Library,
Vol. 10, British series Vol. 1.

American State Papers
1834 Two volumes. Duff-Green Co.

ANC Archives Nationales des Colonies, Paris.
Microfilin.

Balesi! Charles J.

1992 The Time of the French in the Heart
of NorthiAmerica, Alliance Francaise, with support
of Mr.|Barry MacLean.

Behrmann, Rev. E.H.

1949 The Story of the Old Cathedral.
Church of St. Louis IX. King of France. St. Louis,
Missouri!

Belting, Natalia Marie
1975

Hlinois Studies in the Social Sciences XXIX:3, 1948.

Reprint 1975 Polyanthos Press, New Orleans.

Benian

| Financial Experiments and Colonial
Development. In Cambridge Modern History, Vol.
VI, The Eighteenth Century, MacMillan Co., New
York. |

Benson, Adolph B. (editor)
1937 Peter Kalm's Travels in North
America. Wilson-Erickson Inc., New York.

Brink,/W:R. and Company.

1875 Hlustrated Historical 1875 Atlas of
Randolph County, lllinois, W.R. Brink and Co.,
Philadelphia.

Bmwn;. Wlargaret Kimball

1977a The Three Forts de Chartres. lllinois
Magazine XVI:9.

‘

1977b
XVI:10.

La Guiannée, /llinois Magazine,

Brown, Wlargaret Kimball and Lawrie Cena Dean
1977 The Village of Chartres in Colonial
Hlinois [720-1765. Polyanthos Press, New Orleans.
|
Chartrand, Rene
1973 The Troops of French Louisiana,
1699-1769. Military Collector and Historian,
Journal of the Company of Military Historians,

XXV:2, Washington, D.C.

Kaskaskia under the French Regime.

Dean, Lawrie Cena and Margaret Kimball Brown

n.d. The Kaskaskia Manuscripts: 1714-
1816: A Calendar of Civil Documents in Colonial
Ilinois. Microfilm.

Delangez, Jean

1945 Marquette's Autograph Map of the
Mississippi River. Mid-America. lllinois Catholic
Historical Society no.7, St. Louis.

Eccles, W. J.

1968 Government of New France.
Historical Booklet no. 18. Canadian Historical
Association, Ottawa.

Eschmann, Rev. C. J.

1905 Kaskaskia Church Records.
Hlinois State Historical Society Transactions for
1904, No. 9, Springfield.

Fadler, Theodore Jr.
1972 Memoirs of a French Village: A
Chronical of Old Prairie du Rocher. Jiffy Printers.

Franzwa, Gregory
1967 The Story of Old Ste. Genevieve.

Patrice Press Inc., St. Louis.

French, B.F.
1875 Historical Collections of
Louisiana and Florida. Albert Mason, New York.

Giraud, Marcel
1966 L’epoque de John Law 1717-1720.
Presses Universitaires de Frances, Paris.

Harrington, J.C.

1957 New Light on Fort Necessity.
Eastern National Park and Monument Association,
Richmond. Virginia.

Higginbotham, Jay

1977 Old Mobile: Fort Louis de la
Louisiana, 1702-1711. Museum of the City of
Mobile, Mobile.

James, James Alton

1912 George Rogers Clark Papers 1771-
178 1. Virginia series Vol. Ill, Collections of the
Hlinois State Historical Library Vol. VIII,
Springfield.

Louisiana Historical Society, Cabildo Archives,
New Orleans.

Mereness, Newton D.
1916 Travels in the American Colonies.
MacMillian Co.. New York.

Munro, W. B.

1922 The Seigneurs of Old Canada.
Chronicles of Canada, Vol. 5, Brook & Co.,
Toronto.

Norton, Margaret

1935 Hlinois Census Returns. Collections
of the Nlinois State Historical Library, Vol. 24,
Springfield.

Page du Pratz, Antoine Simon

1774 The History of Louisiana. Becket,
London. Reprint J.S.W. Harmanson, New Orleans,
1947.

Palm, Sr. Mary Borgia
1931 Jesuit Missions of the Illinois Country
1673-1763. Cleveland.

Pearson, Emmet F.

1977 First Hospital in the Hlinois Country.
Journal of the lllinois State Historical Society. LXX:4,
299-301.

Pease. Theodore (editor)

1934 The French Foundations 1680-1693.
Collections of the lllinois State Historical Library, Vol.
23, French series I, Springfield.

1936 Anglo-French Boundary Disputes in
the West 1749-1763. Collections of the llinois State
Historical Library, Vol. 27, French series 2, Spring-
field.

Pease. Theodore C. and Ernestine Jenison

1940 Ilinois on the Eve of the Seven Years
War., 1747-1755. Collections of the lllinois State
Historical Library, Vol. 29, Springfield.

Rowland, Dunbar and Albert Sanders (editors)

1932 Mississippi Provincial Archives 1704-
1743. French Dominion, 3 vols., Mississippi
University Press.

Seineke. Kathrine Wagner
1981 The George Rogers Clark Adventure
in the Hlinois. Polyanthos Press, New Orleans.

Surrey, N.H.M.

1961 The Commerce of Louisiana During
the French Regime 1699-1763. Studies in History,
Economics and Public Law, Vol. LXXXI: 1, Columbia
University, New York.

Thwaites, Reuben Gold

1904-1905 Original Journals of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition 1o the Upper Missouri. 8 vols., Dodd,
Mead and Company, New York.

1896-1901 The Jesuit Relations and Allied
Documents. 73 vols. Cleveland.

Trudel, Marcel
1971 The Seigneurial Regime. Canadian
Historical Association, Historical Booklet no. 6, Ottawa.

Tucker. Sara Jones

1942 Indian Villages of the Hllinois Country.
Scientific Papers, Vol. 2 Part |, lllinois State Museum,
Springfield.

Villiers du Terrage
1904 Les dernieres annees de la Louisiane
Francaise. Guilmote, Paris.



Notes

Exploration and Early Settlement
Jolliet expedition: Thwaites vol. 59: Delanglez 1945.
Population of village: Thwaites vol. 60.

Story of Marie and Ako: Thwaites vol. 64.

Parish registers: Eschmann 1905.

Tamaroa mission: Palm 1931.

Founding of the French Communities

Description of Illinois: Page du Pratz 1774:58: Penicaut in French 1875

The Pelican: Rowland and Sanders 1932 111:15: Higginbotham 1977:138.
Chassin’s letter: Rowland and Saunders 1932 11:279.

Penicaut’s account: French 1875.

Arrival of Boisbriant: Archives Nationales des Colonies (ANC) B42:253-255.

Economy and Trade

Company of the Indies: Benians 1925

Return of colony to King: Louisana Historical Society. Cabildo Archives Jan. 22-
24,1731,

Amount of flour: Lousiana Historical Society Aug. 14, 1736.

Boat building contract: Dean and Brown 46:11:22:1.

Pirogues: Anderson 1901:145.

Notice for convoy: Dean and Brown 37:5:4:2.

Contract for voyage: Dean and Brown 31:12:26:1.

Convoy leader: Pease and Jenison 1940:159.

Missing brandy: Brown and Dean 1977:K544.

Convoy commander: Pease and Jenison 1940:161.

Importance of post: Rowland and Sanders 1932 11:412.

Iinois voyageurs: Rowland and Sanders 1932 11:220.

Will of Franchomme: Brown and Dean 1977:K429.

Scarity of coins: Surrey 1961:103.

Payment in kind: Brown and Dean 1977: K36: K26: Kaskaskia Records
33520

Land and Village

Renault partnership: Giraud 1966 3:179.

Seigneurial rights: Munro 1922,

Catherine’s grant: Brown and Dean 1977:K4.

Organization of village: Alvord 1907.

Renault’s house: Kaskaskia Land Records. 1linois State Archives. Book B:6.
House specifications: Dean and Brown 23.11.25.1.

Commandant’s house: Brown 1977a.

Kaskaskia church: Dean and Brown 40:7:17:2.

Ste. Anne’s church: Dean and Brown 31.4.15.3.

Population and Government

Census: Norton 1935 xxi.:xxii: personal communication Kathrine Seineke
Garrison number: ANC D2 C50-51 1747: ANC CI13A: 35 1751.

Post of the Hlinois: Pease 1936:23.

Provincial council: ANC B43:103-107.

Chetivau desertion case: Brown and Dean 1977:K370.

Chetivau card cheating case: Brown and Dean 1977:K399.

Catin murder case: Dean and Brown 38:12:20:1.
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Life in the Community

Becquet adoption: Dean and Brown 41:1:5:1.

Brunet donation: Dean and Brown 51:11:18:2.

La Plume donation: Dean and Brown 42:8:27:1.

Olivier donation: Dean and Brown 49:4:21:1.

Hullin's illegitimate child: Dean and Brown 26:5:23:1.
School master: Dean and Brown 60:11:20:1.

Medicines: Louisiana Historical Society: July 1. 1739.
Food for hospital: Dean and Brown 40:11:27:1: 40:11:27:2.
Code Noir: French 1851, |
Contract of Andre Duverger: Dean and Brown 25:3:12:1: 43:1:28:1.
Woman's dress: Brown and Dean 1977:K393.

Inventory: Dean and Brown 41:3:4:2.

Suit of clothes: Dean and Brown 40:5:10:1.

Legras” inventory: Brown and Dean 1977:K355.

de Tonty’s inventory: Dean and Brown 37:6:23:1.

Baron's inventory: Dean and Brown 48:7:6:1.

The Military and the Fort

Assembly of the militia: Mereness 1916:76.

McCarty’s order on the militia: Pease and Jenison 1940:305.
Organization of the military: Chartrand 1973:62.

Soldier’s life: Benson 1937:381.

Post of the Illinois: Rowland and Sanders 1932 111:514: ANC C13 1326:374.
Building fort: Brown 1977a.

Description of second fort: Brown 1977a: Inventaire general batiments |14 (?)
Juin 1732 ANC C13 B F581.

Design of fort: ANC C13 38:20. |
Location of fort: Brown 1977a: Pease and Jenison 1940:262:803: Tucker
1942 Plate XXI1V.

Fort nearly completed: Pease and Jenison 1940:881.

Description of Fort: Alvord and Carter 1916:91.

French and Indian War
Ohio Valley competition: Pease and Jenison 1940:xxxvii.
Fort Necessity: Villers du Terrage 1904.

Progress of war: Pease 1936:xii.

British and Americans

Tamarois™ speech: Alvord and Carter 1915:478.

Stirling’s orders: Alvord and Carter 1916:109.

Gage's proclamation: Alvord and Carter 1915:395.
D’Abbadie’s census: Alvord and Carter 1915:209.

Stirling’s appointments: Alvord and Carter 1916:xx.

Clark’s campaign: Alvord and Carter 1915:478: Seineke 1981.

Today: Touring the French Colonial Area
La Guianne: Brown 1977b. |
Ste. Genevieve: Franzwa 1967.




Village tract and common field of Kaskaskia village, 1807.

Front cover: Re-enactors Margaret Kimball Brown and Marv “The Colonel” Hilligoss in front of east gate at Fort de Chartres.

Back Cover: Detail of Commandant’s uniform on re-enactor Marv “The Colonel” Hilligoss.
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