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Introductory Notes

This is Volume II of a two-volume set of writings by J. (Joseph) Warren
Harkness. Almost a century ago Mr. Harkness began writing historical sketches that
were printed in local newspapers. As a farmer living along the south side of the Hallock
Hill Road, on the original Harkness Homestead, Mr. Harkness grew up hearing the many
stories about his ancestors and their neighbors, His father, Nehemiah Harkness, was a
prominent figure in earlier days, when “The Union”, as the Quaker settlement in that
general vicinity was know, thrived.

_ During 1963 Grace E. Amold, Eleanor A, (Arthur) Spaulding and Cora M.
Stafford gathered from many sources the writings of Mr. J, Warren Harkness. Each story
was typed and printed in very limited number by the use of “ditto” copying, which
produced a purple color. It was my great pleasure to personally know and work with
these three ladies, all now passed to & greater place. They gave me incite, advice and
multiple suggestions as the Peru Bicentennial Committee promded with our project of
publishing 350 copies of each volume in 1975.

Volumes I and 1 are reprinted (2003) in their entirety as they appeared in the first
printings, with a few additions and corrections. If you, the reader, note any errors of fact
please notify Lincoln Sunderland, providing evidence to verify to verify your thoughts.
These improvements will be graciously received, and everyone will gain by making a
possible third edition more accurate. J, Warren Harkness, Grace Amold, Eleanor
Spaulding, Cora Stafford and I have made no claim that all things herein printed are
absolutely correct,

Also, the editor is anxious to gather additional historical facts, photos, anecdotes
etc., anyone is willing to provide, that they may be added to future writings.

THE COVER

On the front cover of this volume is a photograph of buildings once situated along
the south side of Pleasant Street, also known as Rt. 22B, Peru, NY. A great fire occurring
in 1919 destroyed all the structures from the far right to the brick 3-story building
bordering Rt. 22. Davern House was an inn shown here as the long double-porched
section and the taller main front. A. Mason and Sons erected the Mason Block to replace
these structures. That too has since been destroyed.: Notc the white posts of the present -
Peru Community Church lawn,
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Volume II of A Collection of Articles - The History of Peru is a
econtinuation of the writings of J.Warren Harkness and Others.

Mr. Harkness was & farmer and surveyor who lived on Hallock Hill,
at the homestead owned previously by his forefathers, and now by
his descendants, JeWarren Harkness wrote extensively of the
earlier days of Peru, its people, customs, businesses, and activ-
itles. Most of his recordings were printed 1n the area newspapers.

Grace Arnold, Eleanor Spaulding, and Cora Stafford are respon-
sible for bringing together the many newspaper articles and adding
to them other related essays. These were printed in a limited
edltion several years ago. We are here reprinting the second vol-

‘ume , having made available Volume I during 1575.

As the years passing by turn to centuries the past hlstories
become blurred. The memories passed from one generation to an-
other are changed and the details that add so much meanlng to
‘gtories are lost. Baech time a photograph is taken , each time &
line is tten info a scrapbook , each time & history 1s print-
ea that gi% of exciting pasg 1s frozen for the world of the fut-
ure to read and experience. It is only fitting that something of
the past and present be preserved for the furure.

Our Peru Blcentennial Committeehas endorsed and financed this

 printing. Jane Metcalf, Secretary-treasurer of the Committee,.
"typed much of the copy for this volume. Any profit realized
from sales will be used by the Peru Blcentennial Committee
for other projects relating to the Blcentennial selebration.
As coordinator of the printing of this volume I thank
everyone involved in this endeavor,

£ S 0§

Lincoln Sunderland




THE FIRST QUAKER AND HIS FOLLOVEES

Two Yundred and fifty years ago thers was only one Quaker In the
. world and he had.not beem ecallsd by the mawe, He was a sixteen-year
. 01d boy, shos maker's gppremtice, working in a shop in Leicestershire,
England, He hgd not begun to preach, snd it 1g not 1ikely that he
had formuleted in Wis own mind those peeuller doctrines that afterward
made him famous, and yettI do not hegltate to sgy that he was a
Q,ueksr then, and evan before thet time, for he sald of himeelf when
_only eight years old fn a book which he afterwerds wrote, "Even in
thome young years when I have seen carry themselves wantonly toward
egch other, a diklike thereof hgth risen in my heert I have gald .
within myself, "If I ever come to be & man, surely I should mot do
g0, 0T be g0 wentom," . .

. Tnies sengible boy"s name wme George Fox, His firet oceupatlon
had been tending shsep mnd doubtlesw while go employed he hed found
nuch tims for meditztlion, Whether he liked shoemeking or not I
cernot gy but before ke was ninsteen years of age he cbandoncd
that avoration and began 4o wander ghout the country dressed in g
lcaﬁqcrn doublet vhieh he had mgde, gnd gbeorbed in roverlss, He
8y s, - T fasted . mueh,. walked. stroad An solitery places many..deys,
and often took my Bible gnd sat in hollow trece and lonesome places
t11l might ceme on, and frequently in the night walked mournfully
sbout by mysslf, for I was g man of sor rows in the time of the
- flret workinge of the Lord in mé, "

Tif wae gt the period in England's history when blgotry, fanaticlem,
and persccutionm of all who falled to ecomform in bel¥ef with the
..membarg of the cstedlished.church, wers seen.on.cvery slde,. . Willlamw
Laud, Archbishop of'-Ganterbury, wes causing the carg to be. eut off, .
gnd the nosag slit open, of those who ventured to cxpresw the
opinion that Bighops and Archbighops were not ordained of @od., He
wgs aleo Insigting upon those forws and ceremonics, the uss of robag,
candles, and imgges, which esussd many to-declare thai the Protestsnt
Epiguopel Church was no longer Protestant, but was sercly returning
o the Church of Rome,

3 fow membe rg of the sect called Puritans Bad morc than twenty
years before been forced to meck a refugs In the wildernc sa of
- America where they could, without molestatlion, entertgin thelr own
religious views and fm their turn persecute thoae who disagread with
them, but they were growing so strong that in.g few ycers more, one
of thelir lcaders the redoudbtable CGromwell be came Lord Protsctor of
| Bbe Commomweglthy
But even the Purltans, much ag 'tthey diffiered in belief from the
&atablished Church, were gtill too formal to sult Gsorge Fox, The
reault of gll higp medifatilon and the gtudy of the Bible In those
"ollow trees and loncsome placcs" was a firm conviction that man
" must depend upon the word of word of the lord for guidence, and in the'
order to rceeive that word, the #ruth must not Be distorted by the
lugt of @ carnal heart, 80 he must 1live on simple food and dress in
plain garmenter. He must not conform to the ways of the world for
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they were. not the weys of God, Clcanliness and chastlty must be
obgerved for Geod would mot dwell in an unclean temple, tut to one
whose 1416 wag purc and virtuous, -the word .of the Lord would eome
in full ‘strength and mugt be obeyed. implici‘d:ly whatever 1t dirscted. -
Thig doetrdne -of the "inner light" whieh ke elaiméd should be the
guide of every mam in specch aw well ag achion led naturally to, the
other that learning was uselegs for the work of the ministry,
held that 4if & man proaches that which his intellect or learning
haw gathered it: is the work of mere human Ante1ligenee "and rot Divins
inspirgtion, He elgo. ~argued that if & man reccives wages for |
preaching #he word of the. Lord he dcbasea it and his heart is. “turned
© %o the Penefit. of himself rather than the exaliation of religiom,
He -seid thet men Build £ine amd ghowy houses and eell them' ehurches
or hougea of God and are consuticd with wordly pride ot their beauty
andcost and thug-thedn hearts ars. turned from hegvem to the world,
50 he and hig followers, for as soon ag he began to preach nany. fcll
in with hig views, looked upon minigters ag false prophéte and 7
blasphomers and did mok heskbate to enter churches during the' hold
of worship and as @ooh.as the ‘garviee wem through would denoitheg in
- strong: and Gxprepsive language he mimigter and Wls eommreggtion, ™
Here is an exampls. Of hé prasctice which I will give in the-words + -
of Fox bimgelf so that the report cannot be doubted, Firgt, let me
explain thet all minieters he called "prie sts" and all church memberg
"profe ssors.' B . -

T wcm‘. into ﬂhe steuplc-housc ard” stald t111 the priesﬁ wgg done,

The worde whiech he took for. hig text were these: "Ho, everyone 'that
thirsteth. come ys to. the waters, and he that hath ro money ceme ye,
buy and cat! yem, come buy wire and milk without money amd without
prics,! Then I was moved of the Lord to say to him: "Come dowm, -

thow deceiver: dost thow Bid the people come freely, and ‘take:ghe
watisr of 1ife freely, and yet thou take gt -thrée hundred a yeer ﬁf
them for preaching the, Soriptures 1o ‘dhem?“ |

It wew in 1648 whén Fox was 24 years old that he began to
preach, and the excitement that he ceuscd was 50 great that he was
thrown into prigon st Manchester as a disturber of the peacc.  When
he was released he Pegan to travel through the island’coutities of
England extiorting the people to foramke gll vielous practlices such
as gwearing, drunkennssw, unechastity and ganbling, His manner was
winning omd extrémely ernsst and many were converted to hig bellef,
He .and his followers oalleéd themselves "Fricnds" But 1t was only
two years after thatt he bsgan to preach that Justice Bennet of ©
Darby rmmezlI them Quakezvs because Fox badc thum quakc gt the word
of the Lord, -

_— Grea‘o c*rowdaa gathercd to hem" him pre ach, but hot until the
Lord opened hig lips would he spegk to them. ' Here is g sample
descripﬁion of one of ‘ohoss occagions- S R

"y pagsed to anotlier towm, whcre wag anothcr gregﬂ meeting
-and there eame many professors of several sorts to i,

I sat in a hay-stack and sald nothing for hours, for I .
wag to famisht them from words., A4t last T was moved of the
Lord #o gpcal! and they were struclt with the Lord's power,
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The word of 1lifc rcgching them, and there wag s gencral
eonvineement amongst them,."

The Quakers werc very harmlegs but it canmot be gatd that they
ware inoffenglve people. It was agalnst their prinelples to Injurc .
any onc aven in gclf defcnee and they werc officn beaten and misuscd
for they werc £0 plain spoken gnd cven Bititer im their denuneiation
af c¢verything which gecmed to them sinful or immorgl thett they made
nany encmicg who unlilec them Had no conscicnticus scruples agalnst
the wsc of wiolenee, Fox himself was megrly killcd on morc than
oné occaglon and esays: "Th wag the manner of thr persceutdrw of
that country for twenty.or forty to fall upon onc man, Fhey fell
80 upon Fricnds in'many placcs, so that they could hardly' pass the
‘highw ays, atoning, bee.ting and breaking thelr hands,”

The Pricrds werc: also perscoutcd by thoge who prctcnd(:& to be
exceuting the laws of the land, They were fined and imprisoned, @
the ir mectings were Yroken up by forec and often they were publliely
geourgcd in the gtrecis and eompclled to leave the towng 1m whieh
they were o pregch, It Yo mot stramge that under such elrcumstanecs
gome of fhem thought Pegh to legve England gnd scek refuge in fmerfeq
but they: found thc pcople of the mew world worsc than those of the
old tad Becn,

Az carly gz 1657 o lew was passed inm Masgaehusctts which
provided that om g first conviction g Quakcr gtiould Have ome cgr
euli off,. on g gzcond the other car, om 4 third, the tongue, should
bc bored with n red-hot iron and enyonc who cnﬁcrtmincd onc of the

"ecouged BCGﬁ ghould be fined,.

In 1639, two Quakerg werc hanged for returning to Massachusctis
efter belnp Bonished, and in 1660 two more, Mary Dyer and Willlm
_ Stddra shared the gome fate, Begldee thesc, 30 Quakers were
seourged, fincd or imprlsonncd gnd some were branded im the hand
with the 1cttcr H for harftic.

In 1658, o finc of 10m, wes imposcd On CYErY person pregcnt
ot = quakcr mceting, and L5 for spcaking in onc, gnd Quakers werc
banlshed on palm of death..

Thig perscoution was stopped for g whilc by roml order from
E‘nnland but goowr Beganw again. Mem amd women were "whipped gt thc
wz‘d g tall in three towms, cach reccivimg "forty etripcs save one"
and them Banlghed., These gevere megsures maturally checked the .
emigratlon of Quakers to Bogton but thelr persccution in Empland still
continued, It iz sald thot in 1665 that therc were over 4,000
Quokers 1 Enplish prisons, 500 of them beeing in London. A fow
had tricd Virginla but lows were pagsed sgeingt then therc, but in
1663 John Burge se was. cxgcllc& from tde Assembly for being 'well
gffcoted to the Qualters,” Dt Hhiode Jaland gnd New Jersey they
were better used and yet‘, it eccmecd as though no suitgblc plaec of
refuge hod been found for them, Fortunatcly for the Quakera it
happencd gt the time of thelr deepestt affliction thet o young mem
wag converved to thelr Bellef who e fow ycars proved to them g
gecond Moges to lead them from the land of bondegc.
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Williom Penn was the son of an eminent English admiral of the
same mamé who' had won both honor mnd fortunc in fighting his
country's Battlcs, When young Penn beoamé a Quaker, old Penn was 80
angry thwt He gawe Nig son g beating and turncd lim out of doors.
Afticr Hc tad Become gomowhat reconciled, he again disowned the
obstinate young man fo r refuging to remove hig hot in the presenee
of the king, the Duks of York, and the admirsl himsclf, But through
hte nother "y influemee Willlamw was again allowed to réturn home and
whomr the old admiral died he lef to this only son a valuable cstate,
 including a claim ageingt the goverment of 116,000, But his wealth

- d%d mot save the Quaker from being several times imprisoned, for
speaking and preaching, refusing fo take an oath, publishimg a book
called "The gandy Foumdation Bhaker" and performing other scts which
copied as printed, his conscience told him werc right end proper,
guch am ettending meetings, etc., When cast into prison he kept right
or doing 21l he could to propsgate the doctrines of hig sect by -
‘writing booke gmong which "No Grose, No Crown,"™ "Innocency and her
Open Face," and "The Great Couss of Liberty of Conscience’ became
the most: famous and popular, ‘ ‘

In 1681 the continued persecution of Quekers and the need of

_ soms plaas to which they could go for refuge led Pemn to turn his
sttention to pmeriea, Eis claim against the govermment had never:
been matisficd, o he spplied to the Kimg, Charles II, for his
peymente and told Wm that he would acespt instead of the 116,000
gnd the interest due thercon,  gremt of the unoccupled territory
witlch lay betwesn New York and Maryland, -The Eing scccpted the
proposgl, granted him the land end greatly against hig wish insieted
- that the word Penn should be prefixed to the mame Bylvania which

- tne Quaker Hed proposed, . (Penm gylvemia) -

Much New becn gatd im history gbout the 1ittle band of Pilgrime
thet crogsed the occan im the Mgyflower in 1620, Put very little
gbowt that other bamd which came in the Weleome in 1682, The mumbers
ot starting werc almost cxactly the same,. One hundred end two.
passengers seiled from Empglemd om the Mayflower amd one hundred amd
three reached Plymoutl, one heving died and two Mhaving been borm
uponr the occam, One hundred Quakters salled from the town of Deal
uporr the Welcome but orly sevemty landed gt the 1ittlc village of
Upland on the Deleware, _

Tho frighiful diacast of smallpox Had teken thirty of them in
the clght wocks that they ware upon the oetan and their bedles ;
conslgned to watcry gravés, Penn wag gmong the survivors that landed
on the 27th of October, and a faw deys aftcr within the presont
“linite of “the "elty of brotherlylove-of whithrhe wag-the-founder, o
he made the famous treaty with the Indisns which wde only writtcn on
the heart, "It wes never eworm to and mever broken," While Pemn
lived not & drop of Quaker blood was shed by an Indlgn,

: Me eubssquent history of thie Quaker eolonmy: ig well known fo
all Americans amd iY nsed mot be written here, I will only say that
umlike the Puritan gettlers of New Englamd, the Quakers mver
perzecuted the memberg of amy denomingtion that saw fit to ssiitlc
guong they, MNuch am they detested "hircling priests" and " eteeple
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Wouses" and the mannererand custionce of the "world'e peoplc" g1l
‘were allowed perfect freedom to worship @od in their own way, or
to nsglect His worship if they choge that course,

T firet Quaker, George Fox, died im London in 1691, juet ten
yearg affier hlg disciple, Penn, provided for hle muck ghused
followerg that home which must have scomed to them s welcome ag
wag Canegn to the Israelites after their bondage in Egypt and their
wanderings in the wildernegs, :

: a J¢ Wy Harknege
Publighed in the Plattsburg Republican
May 10, 1890 :

Grace Arnold scrapbook
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QUAKER DISCIPLINE AND PECULIARITIES

Have you ever gsen the interior of g Fricnds Mecting Houge?

Come with me to the Unlon amd T will show you omé, not as 1t exlets
today, dor an effort wag made sbout eleven ycars ago to convert it
into @ modern church, Butt as 1t was in the days of Quaker progperity
when two meetinges for worship were held every week snd the house wgs
well filled by the plainly but neatly dressed memberg of the scet
that wag founded by George Fox, There arc two outsids doors in the
front of the building, one for the women and omc for the men, for
the sexes did not mingle im the congregetion of Fricnde,. Between
these doors a wide stalrway with n railing through the center lceds
up to g gallery which extends the whole length and »t logst hnlf the
width of the building thue adding fifty percent to its seating
cnpacity, But thle gallery is divided in the eentre by a partition
running from front 0 back =0 thot when it wae neccesary or desgirghble
to do so, those upon one side could be prevented from seeling or
Herring whot was belng doms om the other, There ig a horizontal
door Im thls partitlion humg by hinges attached to its upper edge,
the lower edge being a 1ittle higher thanm the backs of the scabs
g0 that when it was thought advigable thig door could be swung up
and Tastened to the stetionary part of the partitionm gbove it,

Below the gallery the grrangement was the same. That is, the

partition between the women's and men's sides or rather ends of

the houss could be opened gbove the bgcks of the septe which were
very high and gtrpight, made of clear, wide, first-growth pine,

and néatly palnted with whits lead, In the older meeting houses

1m0 paint wos uged and it fs gaid that many opposed 1t here claiming
thet 1t was "vanity"., Each holf of the house has o woter alsle
gagte placed on cach side, as they usuglly are in churches, md ag
gack: ot 1g large emough for five or six persong the whole number
_thal could Be gented wag quite lgrge, But in front of these seatse
that were occupled by the congregation, were three rows which rean
the whole length of the house nnd fazesd the other way., The firgt of
these wag byt 1144147 any higher tham those which faced it. Bgek of
that one which wae about two feet higher than the firgt, there beinmg
a ngrrow platform on which the feect 1ts occupante stood, and the
boards which Iromed the backe of the lower seats went up high
gnough to form hand or book regty for those who gat in the seats
next above, ¥henm running alonmg the wall of the house four or flwe
fect above the floor wow a third "migh seat" with Ite platform amd
regts 1ike the oncs below, Thees. "high seots" were for the wse of
préactiery ond elderg of the meeting, the vigiting Friemias from
abroad, and all thogse whoge ag¢ or abllitleg gawve them pre-eminence
which the ordinary nemberg did not posssss., They were reached by
ghort f1ight of s¥nirs which ren from the ends of the alsles In

gach half of the house, the scats two lower rows having passages
between them for that purpose,

Let us now im Imgeingtion go backt forty or fifty ysars and
attend o meeting in thik building which T have been glitemting to
deascribs, It ig almost eleven o'clock and Friends are beginning to
arrive, They drive up to the pletform in fromt of the meeting house
I thelr lumber wagons end seglied In splint-bottom ehalrs of Jouble
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width nade on purpose for wegotr ecatys The women and pirle step out
upon the platform, which s nearly ae high as the wegonm box, cnd
pass In through the right-hand door, The men amd boys them drive fo
. the ehied which being about 180 feet lomg affords room for many teams..
Then they rcturn to the house, walk im through the door om the left
and fairc thelir seats with thelr troad-brimmed hate still ox thelr
headg, The women wear bonnste of drab sllk which completely covcr
the hacke amd sldes of their hoads and unlike the stylish head gear
of the latar day afford some warmth im winter and protcction from

the Burring sun in summer. Benggth her bonnct coeh elderly woman
weere o ncat whitic cap, and if in nmeeting she finde her bonnet too
warn glic docs mof hesdtatic to remove it, About Mer neck vas o
kerchief of gnowy whiteness, ond her gown of drab honge in folds os
mooth ns they can be made with s flatiron, The hour for cormenesmemt
of scrvicc las pagscd but no one ig gpesiting or singing, nor ig
there any minigter present whow a sbranger could distingulsh from
the regt, A1l arc engaged im deep meditation, or silent prayer, ond
the fpirit Bos not op yet moved any omc to speak, Tile sllence may
continuc o the end of the mecting hour but that 1s mot common,
Usually the 8pirit moves one or more of those who sit upom the "nigh'
seats™ to speak to the people and whem 1t does 1t 1g offenm with- :
such power that the hearts of the hearsrs gre moved thereby, The
tome of voles wsed Im thle pregehing is a pecullsr onc, It may

geen gffected ot first but 1t is full of asolennity amd 1 oftenm

very swect and muslcal, When it begins, the sleepers, if therc are
any in the room, awnke end ligten, with respeetful attentlon, The
gpeaker noy Be followed by others if there be those prescnt whoac
words are c¢difying, &t funersls and perhnpe ow gomt other oecnsions
It iy cusbomary for ome of the elderg of the mecting to remark,

after the usual period of gilence, ‘"Where the fpirit of the Lord is
there 1s 1iberty, Thercfore 1f anyons présent hoth aufit to eay, let
hin f;gj.¥= it, But If hc hath mgught fio sgy them 1lct hia hold hig
peace, " Frce ume of the Holy Stripturces fsz nade by those who preach
and sometincs tHeir dimcourseés secn to Be almost wholly composéd

of Bible quotatlons jolned together, gll Bearing upon the chogem
subjecat,

Usually one or morc prayers aré offered but no einging is
custonary in meeting, When the time for closing comcs mo one
Alsnigst s the conpregations but one of the Friends shakes hands with
anotther by hie side. That is the signal for a geéneral hend sheking
to begin and spread through the meeting howse, snd om all gldes can
Be heard the kindly: questions; "How doeg thee dot "Ts thy mother
well?" ™11l thee go home with me to dinner?" .

It will be understood that the meetiing above degoribed wag ome
of the regulor "first' or fifth day" meetings for worship., Lt suck
tines the doorg In the partitien through the néecting house were
open, the women and men all ligtencd to the same epéalrers, and the
gpeakeps were men or wonen or both, ~w they happem to be present,
But orr one "Fifth day" of c¢ach month o« busincse for meeting anet
Algciplinge woam held and them the doorg were 4ll elosed in the
partition and the women Held n meetiing By thengelves of the same
time thmn the men were holding one, The reason for thot 1g chvious
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to thome who know the applicationer of women for gimigeion %o member
sitlp were freely digcugsed and considered in the women'"s meeting
“and It 1% waw agreed that the life, character, end convergation of
the applicant were of sueh g to meke her g deglrgble person to

- adnit, notics of such conclusion wmg ot onee” sent into the men's -
meating, end if the meeting concurreéd with the women's neeting, ahe
wew recelced as g member, Whem & nan opplied for mimissiom hig
case was first congidered in men's meeting and then, if the women's
neetiing coneurred, he was wsuplly received, after Tirst being .
vigited by a committee that wew chosen "to feel after his sincerity
amd make inquiry concerning hig 1ife and conversation," Also when
men er women who were wembers of the meeting were Lnown to be gulilty
of any misconduct or Behgvior "unbecoming to Friends" their cases
were irgt considered in the meeting of thoec of thelr own sex,
comnittee were sent "o labour with them amd ff possible obtain
satisfaction, "which wes acknowledgment of the offense and promise
‘of not repenting 1t, and If the committee fail&d to obtaln mich
satisfaction g the meeting would eceept, then "the meeting became
eqsy o clisown such persons from beimg any longer menmbers mmong
Friends” and with the concurrence of the other meeting the offenders
were dimwned.

Omee im three monthe & "Quartely Meeﬁing wgs held 4in conne etior
with the reguler momthly meeting, At the "Quartely™ a mmber of
queries found in Digcipling of the Soclety were asked, and the
angwerg raecorded gnd a copy of the record sent to the yearly
peeting which wag usually held in New York,

I will copy eome of the anawers from the record of the Plrat
Quaterly Meeting after the Monthly Mecting was es’ﬁablished, held

- in Peru the lst of 8 mo,,; 1799, The expression: "somé. care, taken"

50 frequently used meane that efforis are being made by the meeting
to suppresge the evil of prevent the misbehaviour of itg members,

hnswer the flrgt, We belleve that all our Meetlnge for
worshlp and discipline ere sttended by the most, though a slagkness
In pome and some gre tsken, The hour generally observed by those
that steadily attend. Not all elear of gleeping, Bome care taken,
Clear of other unbecoming behavior gs far ar appears.

2, We belleve that love and unity is in ¢ good degree meintained
anongst ug g Brethren except one ingtence of unity whieh ig under
notlee, No difference that we know of,

4, We belleve that Friends are mostly Careful to keep them~
-..56176g gnd all those under their care in plalmnegs of gpeech,
behavior end apparel, a deficiency in ‘some and” ebme cnre Haken,

5. We belleve Friends sre generally Careful to Read the
Seriptures and to guard againgt Reading Perniclous Books and the

gorrupt Conversation of the World,
————— (Note some wmissing)

9. There gppears to be a néglect on account -of wills and eome
aare taken, No misapplication of public gifts or legacies that we
know of, _ : -
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10, We.believe g1l Chilfren placed under our Care aré in & wey
to gett Behool Learning to fit them for Business.

© 11, We belicve that Frienc‘lg-.-nre in g good degrec Oareful to
perforn their promised & pay their just debts, none known to leunch
into Busine gz beyond ability to manags.

" 12, None gonme but some come without Certificetes.

13, Ve believe thmt Friende are carsful o degl with offenders
megsurgbly im the Spirit of Meckne sz and mgrecadle to Discipline,

It will be noticed by those who read the first of gboveé answers
thgt the Fricnds were "mot cleer of sleeping" in mecting, I have
axanined the reports of a lgrge mmbsr of Quaterly Meetinge and
find the geme snewer given every time, There was regson for thle
gs there 1g for pll things. The hglf lour, more or less, devoted
to meditrtion and silent prayer was no doubt great help to those
who used 1t in thet wey, but it had such lulling effect upom thosd
who were wepry and a1l those who did not keep their mindm metively
engaged that it is no wonder thet some seemed to think 1t o proper
gengon for réposc, Whenever gn sudible snore awoke achoes In the
high walled room, one of the ¢lders, mam or woman as the case might
be, approached the gleeper and gently shaking hin $111 he ewoks,
reninding him thatit weos unbecoming to thur sleep in meeting.

There were many gifted and very eloquént préacherg among both
men and women Priends, but gll préached becousc they feli oalled of
God to do s0,. and no one of them evér preasehed for hire, Well T
remepber the bitter, sdornful tone, im which I hgve heard an aged
Hickette Friend gpegk -of Methodist ministers as 'hireling pricsts. "
- ome Nave sgid that Quekers were mot gtrict chasrvers 0F the .

frbbott, "Every day i the Lord's day" was a comnon expre ssion
gmong them, But they werc very regular in attonding the meetlng amd
I belicve that most of them regarded "first day" as the proper day
for rest, . . ‘

But if the Friends did rot alweye secem to regard the Fourth

Commendment they ware very perticuler gbout kecping the Fhird,
Doubtlems that was Because It was supported by our Baviour's
injunction, "Sweor mot gt all.™ Thet lew was authoritative end
thoy thought it should be oboyed to the very lotter. 80 = Quaker
sould not Be induced or compelled to teke anm oath of offiee when
cleeted nor would He sweer to H#ell the truth wlem sumnonéd am &
witnc gy In g court of justlec, But Mo was always willing to offlrm -
.and g Quaker' s simple, word. or affirmekion was ss.binding.ond ... .

rellable gs another person's oath, I'Mave snld thett they were very
plain speeking peopls, I.ilg related of that famous Quaker, :
Williom Penn, thot when he wewm negotiating with Xing Charles II
of England for the grant of the lgnd which is row the Btate of
Pennaylvania, He mod only kept Uis broad brimmed hgt firmly est
upon hig head but he sddregeed the king elweys by hig full name
"tharleg Stuart™ e though ha were g private citizen, Bo it wes
glzo with the persscuted Queksrs of Boston in 1635, When brought
into-eourt they refuge to remove thelr hets and whew they addressed
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e Judgew they celled them by name "Humgm-&yv j'\'therﬁcn" "Thomes
damforth” ete,, mot prefixing the title "Judge’ or using.the worde
"our Honor" . .

The Quekers of.old Perw were just as plaim gpokem end firm in
their adherengs to principle.  They hed'no use whatever for the .
titles Mr,, 8ir, Zage, Honm,, Bev., Mrs., or Migs, but celled
femiligr gequuintamces by thelr first, emd others by thelr full
names,. When ihey desirad informgtion their que g¥ions were plalim
and to the point, . & worthy Oueker sttended ong of the earIly (limton
gounty Falrg and some "Son of Belisl" spproprieted his horse-
blanket,.  When our Friend digcovered his logs he resolved to recover
bie praperty if ke could, so ke went arouwd the falrground sccostimg
egeh strenger ke met with thegs t[jhre:e plain questioms! How g'oe&'
thes do?" "What iz thy name?" "Did thee stesl my blenket?

Btrange to emy, mo one enswsred the lgst in the affirmgtive.

o Tis article may glresdy be too long but it will be incomplete
Tomit glving an aecoumt of g Quaker marriags, To properly show
- the prelimingry requirements I will egeim eopy extracts from the
Mimtes of the Peru Monthly Meeting!
o "Poru the lgt of 1lth mo, 1799"
"Gyrus Benedict and Harngh Parker sppeared in this meeting
offered propogels of Marriage with egch other and Edwerd
Helloek and Henmry Green ere gppointed to enquire imto the
young man"s clearnsss gnd Report to next Meeting where they
are desired to coms for their angwer." - , : :
‘ "28th of 11t mo.y 1799,"

"Oyrug Benedict snd Hemnah Barker sppeared in this Meeting
-and renawed thelr proposgls of Marrisge with cgch other
and nothing eppeering to hinder their procesding they sre

left gt liberty to gocomplish the seme betwsen this and

. enother momth goeording to the good order uged gmong Friends
& Daniel Jackeon and William Keegs gre appoinmted to attemd
thetr sgld Marriege end emdegvor that it be orderly secomplished
atid Report to next Mesting producing their Megrrigge Certi~
fiegte for Record," :

"Me Frionds sppoimted to gttend the Marriage of Gyrus Benedict
-Report they attended and that 1% mot eppsar but that 1t wae in
.& good degree orderly geeomplished likewlss produced thelir
Marrigge Osrtificete for Record," -

Not heving the record of that merriage certificate before me I
cennot give lts exaset date but will say that one some "first day"
in ths 12th Month 1799 the Friends sseembled gs usugzl in the old.
log meeting~house, Cyrus Bensdict and Henngh Barker szt upon one
of the high seats feelng the comgregation, After the usual period
of gllence they arose and joimdrg right Msnds in g slow and distinet
~ tone Cyrus Bensdict spoke thess wordst

"I the presence of this gosembly I, Cyrus Benedict, take this
-Friend, Hatnah Barker, whom T hold by the hand and promise
ahd promise ko be unmto her g felthful ond gffectiongts hugband



until deeth doth us part,”
Their the blushdng bride took her turn st spoaking:

"In the pregence of this assembly T, Hanngh Barker take
thig Friend, CyrusBenedlet whom I hold by the hand and
promise to bs untio him g faithful end affectiongte wife
untll degth do us part. ;

Then the marriage certiflcate which had alréady been prepared was
passed ground to be gigned by some of the membders of the meetlng
who had witnesses the cevemony, and the mesting eoncludes with the
usual hand-shaking and congratulations of the happy bride and groom,

JoWe Harknsas

Publisghed in the Plattsburg Press
Republlcan jpril 26, 1890 -
Grace E, Arnold Scrgpbook

Miero fllm Plattehurg Public
Library
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THE SOCTETY OF FRIENDS
dnd ITte Meetimg Houses in OLd Peru

_ ¥hen you go by highway from Plettsburg to susable Forks, or from
Parz Villege to 0lintonville, you will mee on your left, Juet after
you' eross the road which marks the town lins between Peru and Awﬁa’éle,
. & grassy lawn of gu gore or more in extentt sloping gemtly toward the
wagt and shedsd by g dozen or morc immense Lombgrdy populan treew
whost gnarled trunks aend verticgl limbs have withstood the storms

of more tham fomr soorc years. ,

On the north and wesgt, this lawn or yard ig bounded by the rogds
and s not separgted from them by any fenee byt by a lomg shed in
the form of am L rums glomg the north slde more.than g hundred feet
then turne and rung south about sixty feet and thus partlally
encloges the ground upon two sidesm, The wall of & stone school
house, and a Board fenes mark its southerm boundary, and on the east
another femce seperstes it from another- yard of gbout ths seme slze
in which o single tell grenite monument, g large mmber of marble
and- sandstonc g slebe, and ivmmumergble low undigtingulshed mounds,
pleinly show this tio Be the plaee whered

"Heckt in hig mervow cell forewer laid
The rude forafatherg of the hemlet sleap..

. Negr the gothegsb cormer of the first mentloned yerds stends g

large weather begten building whivh might be taken by e stranger to

~be alther g dessrged dwelling, g school house, or g church., But

- if its interlor 1s seen gll .doubt coneerning it ls at once removed
and no one who hgg ever geen Itg like befors, will not hesitate to

“ pronounce -1t g Quaker Meeting Houssy Do not -eall 1t a ohureh.for.
ltg bullderg and users never did, They were plaln people emd -they
beldeved not alone in plainness of dress but of gpesech and actlion,
So they enlled thelr placas of meetimg not & church, but g meeting
houge s their plaes of burlsl mot g cemstigry; bui g burylng ground,
The Ir tegchers occupied mot & pulpit but g high seet, thelr meetlings
were held not om Bunday or egny other planct's dgy, But not on
Thuredey or any other heathen god's day, But om the firat dey and

" fifth day, for so the elderg of the mesting had decreed, ‘

Tls meetiing house wem the plgee of worshlp of the orthodox
Friends smd was bullty about the year 1828, The Hlekslte meeting-
houge gtood im the some ywrd between the cast end of the lomg shed
gbove degoribed and the gate of the Burying ground, sor more than
g quarter of g century the Frilende of old Peru met for worshlp and
.-dlgelpline .4An. ohe. hoiee . and wsrs. agreed in discipline and Bellef,
1111 the preaching of Ellas Hicks of Long Island caused a division
agmong them, It appears that the followers of Hicks were either more
numerous or more obgtinate than those who held to the o0ld doetrines
or the:Soclety for the former retained posscssion of the meeting-
house while the latter were compelled to build a new one,

The Higtory of the Peru Friends beging about forty years before
the building of this orthodox meetimg-houss, It 1s sald that in
1788, Willign Keese, a Quaker land surveyor from Dutche sz County
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waw employed by Zephanish Platt to survey his 12,000 acre loeationm,
While doing go he. discoversd that e« trace of very level gmd fertlle
© land lay '7us-ﬁ' north in whet iz mow eplled the Great Locatlon., One
of Platts' s surveyors, Cept, Edward Everett, had already scttled
with hig femily upon one of those lots and Keese resolvad to do
llkewige, B0 in the month of March, 1789, he ceme on the Iee from
Wnitehall to Peru Lending (opposite Stanley Dew home) aw it was
aftervarde called, with His axe, gun end some provislions, built
& 10g cablm on the land which is still known as the Willlam Keese
farm, He ther returmed to Dutichess County, married g wife end came
Dgelt with her and their worldly possessioms o occupy the land
whith he had purchaged, ’

I 1791 or 1792, hig brother Rieherd olso camé, ond settled
upon Lot 22 which joined Edwerd Hverett's farm and lay om the west
gide of the Hogers Road. About the seme time, thelir fsther, Johm
Keesey and thelr Brothers Stephen, John end Oliver, ceme to Ilve
in the mew town of Peru amd gettled upon vhat are rmow ealled the
Elctiard Lophem, James Redmond and Solomow (lark farms. Qther
Quakers mogtly from Dutchess County, N.Ys, Ferrisburg, Vi., Danby,
Vt,. and Long Tsland. end Berkshire Oounty, Mazss. gathered aroumd
the nucleus which the Everetts amd the Keepes had begun and 1t
was ot long bBefore there wags o sufficient number to orgenize
"o meeting" of respestable size, The Tirst Priends mecting houss
waz bullt of logs and stood on the cornmer opposite the pressmb
regidence of Goorge P, Beadleston., The exact date of iis datie of
erection T hgve not been abls Ho gsoertelin, It was shanding in
1799 end may heve been as sarly aw 1795, Ons suthorit y says:

"In 1790 numerous other setilers followed, and being Quekers; s ,
meetirg-house ig supposed o have been their rirst nacessity, which
wom gpeedily built,. This meeting houss is supposed to lave bean
the first religlous edifies srected in the countyi - "A-geholl - -
taughtt by Benjamin Ea¥le wgs kept in the mecting houss,”  Fnother,
the Grzetteer of New York," telle us that the "firet religious
goclety (Friends) wos organized im 1799."

Tt 1g true thot = Monthly:Meeting for business and diselpline
wog first ostablished im 1799, but theme are good repsons for
believing that weekly or gemi~weekly nmectings for worghlp ware
regularly held for several years before thot time,.

The mimutes of the Peru Monthly mectings are comtgined in gix
large legther-bound volumes and sre Xept by Elihu Hoag, ome of the
oldesht birthi-right membergs of the Svclety of Friends now living
in the territory of 01d Peru, (now om miero film in the Feinberg
Library, Plabtsburg) o : '

A1 examination of these records snows thet fhe first of thoss

Monthly Mestings was held on the 2%rd Birthday of Amerlcem
Indepéndence, and to show how the Mecting wag egtablighed gnd how
1%e bugine ss was conducted T will take the liberty %o quots the
mimite g of thet first mecting in full:s ‘

"§t o Monthly Meeting st Peru held of T mo. 1799 Beni'm Earle
.1 oppointed to serve ag Clerk for this time," .
"Hepre sentatives called and both present,” :
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"Reoeived the extracts of Enstom Quaker Mecting which hove been
~Hended down to thig meeting through Dexby Monthly Meetinge
are gs followgt-- "At o Quortsly Meeting gt Eatiom held ox

. the 1Sth of the 5 mo, 1799-~ The Came Hempectiing Granting o

~ Monthly Meeting to Friemde of Peru snd South Hero to be held
att Peru Coming again undsr the solid Deliberationm of thie
Mectiing after which i yutted in favor of grantimg themw a
omtthly Mecting under the Care of g Committee .for the spaes
of one yegr to be held the Pift day precseding the first day
in the Month-- thelir firgt Meeting to be held the rifth day
precacding the fiwgt day: in the Severith mo, next! Amd %o
gtitend with them in gevergl monthly meetings in the ecourse
of tie year thigMeeting appoints Johm Upton, W, Odel,
George Southwick, Johnw Barker, &dam Harknéms, Micalsh Gowil,
George Rriggs, John @ifford, Leonmrd Cook, Ebenszer Bwith,

.- Hlihu Hoag, George Bower & Elihu knthony, and they o report
to this mectiing in the 5th mo, next their setlsfactilon &
prospect of & further contingnee of anid Monthly Neeting,

W& Have Womehe Ooneuranee’ im the foregoing Oame s
Toker from the Mimites by Stephen Taker, Cler¥ -

© "e Quartely Meetings committee called and three pregext,

- The pubject relative to proeuring s Meeting House amd Burpdng

Ground Comimg before thYy Meetting mnd being weightily Considered

Rem}ted im the Appoimtmentt of Wegsom Mgeumber, Voluntine Jinkter,

, Worren Corbim & Danlel Hoag to service who are to find x plece for
thot purpose: and g priocs to the smme gnd Report do next Mectingeesss

. "mmeeived some lincs from Jomes Tobime Condemning Him .
niseonduct in oo freely perttaking of Spirltious Liguors so as to
e -dlegulacd wherewith and to offer to tet pnd wregtle~w whildi after
- beling “consldered Appoimts Edward Everitt & Hdward Hollock to vislt
him ox tHat aemount and Beport their sense of hias Bineerity to
mext mestings,. Hichard Eeese: 1 oppointed to procure a Book of .
Records for the use of thig Meetimg ond report to the next Nesting--
© Dhig Meeting adjourns to Meet aft the usual time,™

H

The Committes which wae et thie first Monthly Meeting eppolimted
to proqure. & Meating Houss Lot and Burying Ground, wos mo¥ ready
to report af the next meeting or the ome following, but on the 3rd
of 10th mo, 1799 thsy reported thet "\t ig thelr Judgment thet the
Cornér omr which Hénry Greong House Biands 1o the most sultahle plgce
- for that purpose and the pries of 5 nereg s L50 whieh le referred
to mext month for further Gonsideratdion,” : :

At the, rext.nesting e .subject. in.regard ko procuring. « -
‘Heeting Houss lot and Burying Ground somimg cgalm under the g0lid
Congldergtion of thlg Méeting united in the Report' of* the Committse
appointed for that purpoee and appolints Edward Hellock, Nicholae
Barker, Htéphern eese, Bemjamim Exrl ond Richard Heege to ths
necegeny Carc in procuring the: land and o maks sueh alteratioms
g8 Moy apptor necegsary and Report to next mecting,"

. Pinglly om the 2Bth of 11tk mo 1799, "The Prdemds mppoimted
to eagree with Henry @reen for a plece of Land for Meeting House
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Co 1,
qrg Ground HSporrh‘ they he,ve agreed wi‘dh hinn for 3 acrae

Rtﬁg{gg 5 {m of the piteh of the first Committse and the.priee

le 130 pounde which t.'his Meeting direu'tr the Preparat’iva Mcetins

- .to rolee ond Heport. , _

. Thirteer months 1aﬁer 1t waw reported that the money Ve

. regdy and o committée wasm appoin-ued o peay to Henry Green and take

o deed "on behalf of thigMesting," Om the same doy let mo,

T igtt-day, 1801, "This méetdng taking imto Coneideration the

_ HMullding of g-Mesting Houss ot thls plaee and after g free communmd-

sgttion of gentimentts om the subject Fesulted im favor of meking

tmMdl for the Building, Thercfors théf meeting appoints Peter

Halloeik, " E&ww& Everett, Israsl Buck, -eniel Jackson; Richard

- ¥eens and Ben)'m Bherman to Think ox sfpe Plon and Blgness of Youse
E-stimate tthe Gos‘d and He.porb‘ Fame to next Monthly mesting," - )

. 4% the nexts monthly meetiing "the Committee to think on -gome
?low ond Bignese of Mesting Houss for Friends ot this plaee and
egtimate the gostt thereof Report: that they hawe gttended to the
matter and propose thett the houge Be 30 feet by 50 feett with 20
feet posts and that the cost according to estimation will be 440
poundgs which iy united with amd this meetings mbsoription towprd
the gams 15176 L 8"

3 Om the: 3rd of 9th mo 1801. 'b‘his- nimte was recorded' Me find
By- the: extiractts of ' 6ur lawh quartely meeting that the meeting for
sufferings haw approbated the Bullding o mécting houss st thls plawe
on€ the Quarter: direocty Building the bouss shorter and wider themw -
Wes proposed viz, two fest-taken from the length and added o the

" bre odlilr of saiﬁ Ruilding.. ,

"And A order to Carry’ some in’do effect this meeting appointm
Richard Keebe, Peter Hollook, Edward Everett, Fdwerd Hallock,
Henry :Green, Jonptham Wood and Wm. Keeags to sperinﬁﬁnd the. buildins
ol gald Nouse e Trustees dnd gl to“ raaeive the monde g rglasd By |
‘aath monﬁhlyv mesting foz the: purposé, Lo

Buﬂ 11ttle moye. 1s~ agld in the minutes ahou# the Progress.
© of the work Bul ol the yearly meeting Held the 29th of the 4th mo,
1 02 1% vow reported tdat mo meeting houss had beew Pullt within
the. chargé of thig meeting ami at the. nexﬁ yearly meeting held
28th 4 mo, 1803 the report waw madss "One meeting houss tuilt at
Paru," There is no doubt thgtt mosth if-not all the work of the -

Tuilding wes done imr 1802 But the month and day whan the new houus
© wos firgt used doag mot gppear in t.he records,

, " Whatt became of the old 1of meet:ing houge? I @an on1¥ w
thot it remgined om the eprmer "s 1ittle south of Johi Keege
houms" 4111 ebout 1809, But it.had Besxw gons from thare Ebout
-8lghty- ye epg-and-it 4y extrenely-doubiful - Af-thepeiggpereom now
living who oo remember having seen 1%, IY may have baen ugsd am -
o school houge until the Union Acadsmy- wag Bullt .’u; 1812, but 11' B0’
S ea.nnot Be proved By the writer who wow born in '48,
Je Yo Hﬁrkne gg
This stiory oomes fmnr the Berapbook .
probgbly made by Emmp O, Merrill as
her handwrlting eppears in 1t.. The
Book ig now ownsd by Margueritte (Fes)‘
Har kne gs Overholt
DPublisghed Plattsburg ?re 8s Republican
April 12; 1890
Miowo. t1lned Plattaburz Publie Librarm
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QHIKER CHURCHER

The firstt Quaker (hurch was made of split logs and stood ot the
corner, oppoglte the Beadleston Farm, mow owned by Bay Trombley,.
However, the exact date of its erction ig not known but it wes
gtanding gg earTy gw 1799, and may have been ap early as 1795,

(IJIJ!I 1E9?, Cyrug Bensdict gnd Kanngh Barker were married in this
ehureh,

- During the year 1802, a largs frame building was erected not
far from the center of the three-gore lot purchascd for this purpose
and for g burying ground, Hare the Quakers all worshiped until the
diepensdion in' the Boclety became so strong that the Orthodox Frisnds
bullt in 1832, another meetiing house on the seme lot dirsctly south
of the one them occupled by the Hickeitess For seversl years these
meatings wers kept up with a good attendance at each meeting houss,

on'the First and Fifth dey of sgoh weck,

In later years, both meeting housss were sold and removed,
The first one which was known ag the Hicksite mseting houss, was soldd
to Henry Armold for $150 end moved o hig farm (now owned by Forremee
Orchards) end uged for s horss barn. It waw destroyed by fire a
fow years ago,  (Rodnéy North ‘ig the proud possessor of the logk '
and key to thatt old building,)

The pecond meeting houss, known gw the Orthodox meeting house,
wae 501d #0 Jgme T, Felio and moved across the Union (Rogsrs) road,
gbout 1903 or 1904, to the former site of the Henry Delord houge,

It was later known as the Henry Brown house, which was destroyed by
fire gfter 1t had been purchased by Jameg Felio, Thug the old
'meeting houss becams o dwelling and haw been ownsd and ocoupled by
Herbert Arnold and L6 gter Bombard who lived there thirty-gseven years,.
I igs now ownsd by Robert Rulfe,.

@rgee E, Armold
Deeember 1966
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DATES ON PERU FRIENDB MEETING

Meetiing for worsalp ¢ gtiablished by Baratoga (Easton) Monthly
Heeting in 9th mo, 1794,

Prsparative Meeting (1ocal meetiing for business) establighed
" by Danby Monthly Mesting in 6th mo, 1796, .

Peru Monthly Meeting, which included the prepara‘t‘ive

meatiinge of Peru and Grand Tals, wem esfablished Tth mo.-
4’¢h. 1799,

AFTER THE BEPARATION OF 1628

Poru Monthly Meetdng Peru Montbly Mesting

' Hicksita . orthodox '
FErrisburg Monthly Meeting This meeﬁing was laid
wee lald down 12th mo, 2nd, down 10th mo, 22nd, 1868,

1846, and its members attached
to Peru Monthly Masting,

When Psru Monthly Heeting wam
lald down, the remaining

“memberg were gttached to
Saratoga (West~ of River)'
¥Monthly Meeting,

(copied from Peru Reécords by Mr, A. Day Bradlef‘))
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'MEMEERSHIP-OF PERU PREPARATIVE MEETING IN 1828

From the census taken by the Orthodox Meeting for Sufferémgs

ORTHODOX - 90 adults,B8] minors

George Irish
Elizgbeth "
Deborah "
Allen "
Iydla "

Abipail H Irish minor
H ennah R Irish "
Persis kK "

- George Jr, M "
Mary Shermen ™
Cheeney B * H
Joseph Bowron © "

Mary Everett
John H Keese
Mary n
Deborah " minor
Stephen " "
Ruth Keese minor
Charles " U

- Lydia Keese- .
David Ferris mihor
Peter 0 "

Joseph Devis
Anilia ¥
Geroge "
Isage Tobia
Ruth Bunker
Stephen Keese

minor

Deborah Keess
Esther Irish
Stephen "  minor
Daniel ] (]

_Phebe ..M. W

Mllie
Rachel *® il

_Hennsh Irish minor

-David-

HICKSITE ~ 52 adults,32 minors .

NAMES OF ORTHODOX MEMBERS

Edward White
Pauline ™
Samuel Smith
Phebe "
Abig ail ¥

Phebe Smith Jr.
Semuel " Jr,
Benjemen "

Mary Ann " minor
Eliggb eth® v
Sarah n n
Wanton B "

John n "
Rachel "
Deborah " "
Alming " "
Charles H" -

Garret Thew
Deborah

" ominop
Keaiah Miller ™
Ruben Beker
Elizabeth "
Stephen " minor
Seneca ! i

Hanngh Disburn
David Y minor

Isaac Halloek
Phebe "

Paulina “*  minor

. David M "

-Samuel Pemsley.. ...

Henry Go " minor
Susanna "
EnDCh it n

MBI'Y J’ It Lt}

Israel Allen Irish minor Phebe gnn *

Enoch Irisl; minoy

Joseph Arnold
Rachel ¥
Nathan "
Joshua " - "

- Elisha " "

Nary it
Darius K
Henry ! 1
Sidney !

knna Underhill
Margaret West
Elizabeth Sheldon
Eliza Ann Legat
Bannsh Gove
¥lliem " minor
Martha Ricketson
William 0
Abednego "
Hanngh  ®
Phebe "

minor

Nathaniel Hoag

Isgbela "

Ann Elisa " minor
Jongthan " . !
John Milton ® 1
Sarah Jane " M

David S. Hoag
Achsah . "
William Kirby
Thankful " .
Deborah " minor
Williem J. " M
Adsm H, [0} n
. Thankful * Jr ¢
chloe i "

Anna Hallock
Peter
Mazy "
George " minor
Adison i n

’ MB.I',Y Ann i 1t
Sareh Hallock



NAMES. OF ORTHOROX MEMBERS (cont inued}

David Harkness : Nicholas Barker
Mery M Mary Bowron
Phebe Soutimick Willlan Keese 2nd
~Paul " Lydia M
hbigail ¥ Robert " minor
Edward " Anderson " "
. ’ Mary n "
John Hackstaff , . hong " "
Robert Everett ‘ Elizabeth" "
Jane Hgyworth
. lydia Keese
David Harkness Jr. minor George B. Everett minor
Gideon " Charlotte " K
Mdam " "
William " " . George Davis
Richard *® 1 Susannah "
Mary " n B
Devid W. " " ‘ pbran Peasley
: ' Phebe . "
David Hoag - -, . : Esther . "
Elizgbeth Hoag Ruth =+ "
Plinney E. " Hanngh ¥ minor
Perais " -
: Embry 1t
Eliza "
Russel - " ninor
Serah B, " "
-..Blihu L
Edward Hellock
Burling "
Earl "
Persis "
Dinsh "
Grace = ".
- David "

(copied from the Peru Records by Mr. A. Day Bradley)
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Benjamen Sherman
Philens "

. Ann "
Maria n
Job n

Plinny "
Sarah "
Franklin "

Richard "

Elizebeth Smith
Margaret "

Stephen "
Rut}? K "
Sareh Smith

Samuel "
Thomas "
Flizabeth " Jr,
Hannah 4

Benjemen Frgnklin Smith Jr "

18den Barker
Ruth "
dJohn . - M
Hanngh "
Jane "

Samuel Keese
Hannah

John "
Hannah Hurlburt
Lydia Keese
Julig "

John Green

Sarah "

" Elizabeth!
Mary Bunker

. Alvin Keese

Pauline "
Cynthia

~Marig: -
dJane M

Phebe *®
John "

NAMES OF HICKSITE MEMBERS

minor

minor

minor

minor

mihor

o

it

fl
"

Eleagor Nichols
Sarah "
Jonathan Gove
Mary Jackson
Mary Fish

Amy Wood

Nathan Nichols
Abigeil "
Susannah Meaker
Abigail

Isaac Roberts

Ruth Keese
Amna R "

Pernilia "
Anna "
Peter "
Mary "

Josaph Lapham
Anna "
Elizabeth "
Richard
Cynthis ©
Nethan "
QOliver M

.. Natheniel Hahson

Susannah - "
Rhoda Purchard
Ira Peasley
James Rogers
Thomas "
Peace "
Rhoda "

Thomas Watson
Mary "

William Keese

Jemima "
Kezigh ¢

.Qolis . 0

Willets 1
Eliza Ann "
Pamelia

William " Jr,
Jemima "

{ copied from the Peru Reclrds by Mr. A. Day Bradley)

minor

t
1"

"
n

minor
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PERU ONE HUNDEED YEARS AGO

, The following condensed form from a U, S. Assessment Roll Figedsd as follows:

* Particular List or Description of each dwelling house which withthe Outhouses

- appurtenant thersto and the lot on which the same are erected, not exceding two
acres in any cese, were owned, possessed or occupied on the first day of October
1798, in the town of Peru being within the seventh assessment District in the
sixtn division in the State of New York and exceding in velue the sum of one -
hundred dollars,

Ehisha Arnold on Rogers Road joining Stukely Arnold one new wood house,
* not finished or glazed 80 perches land,$150,

Allen,Jabez, on Main road ,jouung Lott Elmor, one wood house, new, two-
thirds fmished $200,

and Warren on Maln Road ,jo:.nmg Jabez Allen, one wood house, new and
good, 80 p perches, §500.

(.ampbell elizabeth on Main Road ;]oming the lake, one wood house, out of
repair, part glazed 80 perches.$250.

Dougles, Asa, on Main Road fiear the river pusable, one wood house new, part“
finished and one horse shed, 80 perches. 8145,

Elmor,John on the Main road jo&nmg Lott Elmor, one wood house, new and geod,
one ‘gtable, -80 percheS. $550.

Finch,James (owner John Taylor) on Main road joining the la.ke, one wood home
out of repalr, part good, part glazed 80 perches, $160,

Gz:.ffith gonathan, on Rogers road, joining Elisha Arnold, one wood house,
new part finiahed 80 perches.$200,

~Keege,William on & by road jo:.nmg Herny DeLord ohe wood housé, new part
finished 80 perchés, $350,

Koese, , Richard near Rogers road joining Herny Delord, one wood house, new
and good,80 perches, $600,

P. Edmond &nd Co. near Main road Joining Isaac F:‘mch, one wood house, some
out of repa:Lr, 80 perches, $150.

Weldon, Ben jamen on Main road ,jolnmg Mat:m Weather«ax, one wood house, out
of repair, 80 perches, $150,

Weatherwax, David on the Ma.m road joim.ng Martin Weatherwax, one wood house,
oub of repeir, 80 perohes. $300, ,

. . Arthur, Augustine on.a.public road. ,]oming Joshua - jamukd Aﬂhur, one-wood
house, new,part finished, $150.

Published in the Plattsburgh Republican
Oct, 29, 1898
on miero film



23,

PERU A CENTURY 4GO
THE ]NHABITANTS AND WHERE THEY LIVED

The following is fully explained by its title. The Assessment Roll from thet
rich treasury of local historical information, the Benjamen Moors papers, from wh
which we have already drawn largely for obr Historical department,- The roll is
copled carefully and also the description with assessment of houses, and total
essessment in each'case. In all cases, except those noted,the occupant of homes
was also the owners, thereof, It should be born in mind that the Town of Peru was
organized Dec, 28, 1992. (The Union having been settled in 1786), and at this
time,1798, it comprised the present town of Peru,Ausable, and Black Brook.

(Ausable and Black Brook were taken off in 18392 The list of all other houses
and-lands-in the Town of Poru not contained in this listviz: lots not acres -

excesding in value the sum of $100, was published in' yhis. Department,Oct., 1898,
- The assessment roll is signed“Reuben Arthur, Assessor, William Beaumont, Caleb
‘ Nichols, Assessors", .

Particular List or Description of all lands, lots Buildings and Wharves, owned,
posseseed or occupied on the first day of October, 1@96 in the Town of Pern, being

within the seventh assessment District in the Sixth Division, State of New York:
excepting only such dwellings houses with bhe outhouses appartenant thereto and t

the lots on which they were erected not exceeding two acres in any case(as) are
above the value of one hundred dollars, .

-Asher .Adgate 220 acres on the Main Foed ,joining Isaac Wright one log

house($l+0) $1160
hsa hdgate. 100 scres on the Main Road joining the falls on the river Sable.

One log house $50, sawmill 44x16, single saw $1880. .

-~ Mathew Adgate non-resident, 1+00 acres in a patent of land granted to Mathew
Adgate, 750,
. - Lucy Adgate, non-resident 300 aores in a patent of lend granted to ‘Methew
Adgate 8200, - )

Hannah }\dgate , non-resident 100. acres . in a patent granted to Yathew, Adgate, o

5300. .
: Mai;tin Adgate ’ non-resident 100 acres in a patent granted to Mathew Adgate,
300,
Luther Adgete, non-resident 190 acres $340.

Adoms, John 96 acres on the river Sabls$2000,

Eliaha Arnold, 212 acres on Rogers road Jjoining Jonathan Griffith one frame
barn, 53x30, $1268,

Robert Anson, 172 acres by road joining Daniel Ross, one log house,$l8, the :
half of 1 saw mill, 1 saw,$1113, .

Jebex Allen, 169 acres, 80 perches on the ¥ain Road joining Lott Elmor,
one log house $20, 1 log barn, 30x20, $1087,
' Isaac Alen, 100 acfes on the Main Road joining John Douhlas, one log house,
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' PBHU A CENTU' BY 4GO AND THE m}mmms AND WHERE THEY LIVED{cont.)

Nathan hverill, 50 acres on a publie mad joining Nicholas Barker. Two
hooses,$29, 1 frame barn, 40x36, §575.
Calvin Aver111,32 scres joining Noble A er:L'Ll on a publlc road $160

Nathan Averi.u Jr. 23 acres on a public road joming Nathan Averz_u Sr.
Noble hverill., 60 acres on a public road joining John Cochran, one log
honse,$20. $330.
Thomas Arthur, 100 acres on a public road joining Joshua Arthur, one log
house,§.2, barn 20x20, §630,
Augustine Arthur, 106 scres on a-public road joining Joshua Arthur, one
.barn, 30x20, $730.
Reuben frthur, 96 acres on a public road joining Robert Moon, 1 log house
y25, l log bﬂrn BOﬂBI $820¢ .
: Eligu Bragg, 160 acres fof from' the road joining John Macomber, One house
30. 8750,
Isasc Bates, 350 acres of from the road joining Number One. One log house,
$10. 30,
Joseph Barnes, non-remdent 300 acres in a patentof land granted by Methew
Adgate, $300.
William Boerdman, non-resident, 100 acres in a patent of land granted to Mathew
Adgate. 8300,
Samuel Brown, (heirs of Zachsous Newcomg, owners ) 100 scres by roed joining
William Teylor. one log house,$15. $uk6.
William Banker,( heirs of Zacheous Newcomb) 100 acres on Rogers Road joining
Sanuel Brown,
Beach, Joseph,( heirs of Zacheous Newcomb ,oWners) 4 acres exempted from tax-
ation, State land 145 scres near the river Sable.
Ephraim Bigelow, {heirs of Zacheous Neweomb souners), T2 acres near the river
-8able, One log house$20. $690,
Norman Bull, (heirs of Zacheous Newcomg,owners), 166 acres near the river Seble, .
Jjoining Andre ‘Debar; one log house$20, $1025,



254
PERU A CENTURY AGO, THE INHAB ITANTS AND WHURE THEY LIVED

Jemes Bean,{ heirs of Zacheous Newcomb, owners), 165 scres near the river
Sab le Joinine Andres Debar. One log house,q)za weLg,

Beverley Beardsley, 150 acres near the river Joining Jejial Beardsley.
One log house,{25. £1025,

Jehisl Beerdsley and John Beardsley, 155 acres near the river Ssb le joining
Beverle y Beardsley., -One log house, {15, %1156,

Benj. Bragg, 100 acres by road joining Eleazer Nichols, £502.

Iseac Baker, 11 acres, 80 perches, by road joining Daniel Chapman, one log
house, 18, 114,

Warren and Beaman, 199 scres,80 perches, on the Main Road joining Jebez Allen
One log house,$20, 41500,

Banj. Brovm,(ezra 1, Humedieu, owner)., 212 acres on Rogers Road Joining -
Stephen Keese, One log house,ii?5, £1222,

Emanuel Beardsley, 125 acres near the river Seble joining Jehial Beardsley,
one log barn, 10 x 26, One log house, 25, {1266,

Aeron Bepedict, 125 acres by road joining John Philips. One log bam,
30 x 10, One log house,?30. £993.

Cyrus Benedict, 50 acres by road Joining Joseph Jekers. {R80,

: Aeron Benedict, Jun., 43 acres joinine Reuben Benedict, One log house,
15, §297,

Isreal Buck 75 acres, on a public rogd Joining Nicholas Bakker. One log
house, 425, 520.

Nicholas Barker, 170 acres off from any road joining Isresl Buck, (One
log house, {20, Cne log barn, 25 x 20, #1250,

Israel Barker, 170 acres of fram any roed joining Nicholas Barker. 577k
Joel Buck, ( Reuben Arthur, owner), One log house,®29, ¢180,
Seld to be in Bell's Patent, 1900 acres joining Joseph Jekers, 13850,
Samuel Byard, 520 acres, said to be in Great Location, £1850.

Jen. 21, 1899 Pabticular List or Deseription of all lands, lots,Bulldings,
{same as tiret heading), FPublication date, Plattsburgh Press Rspublican.

W1lam Clyd, ( heirs of Zacheoua Newcomb owners) 60 acres tear the river
Sab le, joining Norman Bull, One log house ‘,5. "275.

Jehisl Beardsley, 100 ecres near the river Sable, joining Jehlsl Beardsley
Jun, One log barn, 36 x 18, One log house, 25, $845,

Ebenezer Baker, 11 acres, 80 perches, by road Joining Dandel Chapman.
One log houss,$18, #114.



TERU A CENTURY AGO-THE INHABITANTS AnD WHERE THEY LIVED

. David Chapman, 107 acres, by road joining Abram Beaman on ¢ log house,
1’12. y7270

Elizabeth Campbell,(Willian Gilsone,owner), 100 acres, on the Maln Road
Joining Elizabeth Campbell, £680,

Flizgbeth Campbell, 199 acres, 80 perches on the main road joining thelaks,
One frame barn, 50 x 30, $£1332.50,

David Cochran, 75 acres of from any road jo:.nlng David Osborn. One log
house,o15, #4768, '

Robert Couchren, 130 scres on & public road joining John Couchren,Sen.
One log house,%30, Cne frame barn 48 x 32, 41240

Jo hn Couchran end Silas Couchran, 235 acres on the little river Sable
Joining Nob le Averill, Cne tmell framed house,¥30. One grist mill, 28 x 26,
One sew m 111, 45 x 16, §2925,

Isasc Cols, 25 acres on Roeers Road Joininp Stephen Keese, £112.50,

Donald Campbell, non-resident,( seid to be), 500 scres lyine west on
Great Location . \,6250. _

John DPoupless, 220 acres, on bhe Main Road Joining Isaec Wrisht., One
log house,$15, One frame barn, 44 x 34, #1420,

#sa Douglass, non-resident, 1089 acres, 8 perches, part on Main Road
Joining Jabez E, f1ien, and river Seble. One grist mill, 30 x 24, one saw mill,
30 x 16, £3465.50,

. 4ebuio n Douplass, non-resident, 225 acres near the Maln Road south of
}se Adgate, §1237,58,

David K. Dey, (heirs of Zacheous Newcomb, owner), 125 acres on the river
Sable joininp William Fu},ton. One log house,¢20. £530.

hndres Deb ar,(heirs of Zacheous Newcomb, owner), not given, scres on the
river 3able joining Norman Bull. One log house. £A&h.

John Douglass, 2nd,, 160 acres, 80 perches on the river Ssble joining Beem an '
and Warren, One small frame house,25, One frame barn, 25 x 30, part cnclesed,

&;6!.).50.

Moses Dickson, 100 acres on the river Seble joining Jsbez fllen. QOne lag
hOu'v531 ;:'10. e’lC'COo

tmos Day, 3G0 acres on the Main Road joming Devid Weathemax. Qne log
house. $25, - $2064,

Henry Delord, 160 scres on Rogers Road joining Richerd Keese, (ne log
house, %60, One log barn, 35 x 25,  £900,

Reuben doe, 50 acres on the river Sable joining John Howe. One log
house, $#0, {300,
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FERD A CENTURY AGO-IT'S INHABITANTS AND WHERE THEY LIVED

George Bverett, 100 acres on & public road joining Edward Everett. Cne
log house, 420, One log barn, 34 x 20s 9850.

Simeon Ee]_'is ( heir of ‘Zacheous Newconb, owner), 160 acres of from any
road Joininp Joseph everest, One log house,q;ZO. One log barm, 26 x 20,

Joseph Everest, Jjoining Waterman Eells, 107 acres by road. One log house. :
vL5e  Wh9T.50,

John Elmor y 167 acres on the Main Roed Joining Lott Elmor. The helf frame
- bam IO x 32, 1341,

Tott Elmor, 193 acres on the Main Road joining John Elmor, The half
frame barn, 4C x 32. §140G,

Benjamen Earl, 53 scres on a public road jeining haron Benedict. One log
house, ‘,n20. 9405.

Edwerd Everitt, 75 acres on'Rogers Road joining George Everitt., One log
house, 415, One frame barn, 38 x 20, $800,

dsa Elmore, 100 seres on a public road joining robert couchran, One log
house,glj . 635-

tbram Bights, non-resident 125 acres on a public road on 2 sides join-
ingJokn Morehouse. f125, :

Devid Fish, 5( zeres of from any foad Joining Caleb Simmons, One log
holJBe. $2U| 1291.

Samuel Francier(Nathaniel Flatts mner), 20 neres of from any road jo:m-
ing Ngthanlel Platt, §5, $lh6 V i

" W1lian Pulton( helrs of Zacheous Newcomb,owner) 25C acres on the river
Sghle joining David K, Day, Two log houses,$hl, &828.

Isase Finch, Jun. B0 acres on the Meln Road Joining Samuel Jackson,
?BO ] t’”&uo

James Finch ( john Taylor,owner) 130 acres on the Main Road joining the
leke, One i‘rame barn, 4O x 30, $1085, : :

Tsaac Finch, 10U seres on the iain Road jeining Devid Weatherwax. One log’
ho‘wewz v5924

Nathan Ferris on a publie road, 1 acres joining John Haff, Three log
houses,$35,  £7h2, : , .

6Noah Gridley, non-resident, 20(: aores in a patent granted to hathew Adgate.
[}

Netheniel Gridley, non-resident, & acres in a patent granted to Mathew
ldpate, $1BC,

David George, (heirs of Zacheous Newcomb,owner) ; 125 ecres on the river
Seb le joining Joseph Beach. One log house,M5. $575.
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FERY ONE H UNDRED YEARS AGO-THE INH!BITANS AND WWERE THEY LIVED

Elisha green, 10U acres of from any road joinine Benjamen Green. One log house
€20, One log barn, 3¢ x 2u, $452,

BenJaman Green, 100 acres of from any road joining Semuel West., One log
houss, 30, One log barn, 30 x 20, §512,

John Green& 10 acres back road joining Caleb Green, Rufus Green, s,
One log house,$30, One log barn, 30 x 20, -§830

Jonathan Griffith, 212 aores en Rogers Road Joinin;z Flisha Arnold, £1180,

_ Henry Green, 156 acres on Rogers Road joining Richard Keese, One log house ’
225, One lop barn 28 x 24, $1293.

Caleb Green, Rufus Green, scn, 100 acres lying back joining John Greeng35C.

D. Gilson( seid to be), 1000 scres on a public road joining JAMHXENMNAX
Joseph Lavernway. $4000 .

Barzella Handy, BC acres betwesn Main Road and lake joining fsa Adpate.
One log house,i}hC. 450 o

Peter Hamilton, non—-resident s 350 acfes in a patent of land granted to
Mathe w Adgate, $1050.

Samuel Hamley, 200 acres., stabe land on the river Sable, gouth of David
Georgs. One log house,f90, $370,

Bela Kills,(heirs of Zacheous Newcomb), owner, 166 acres on the river
Sable joining Jamea Bean, 2,

Helleck, Edward, 325 acres on Forers Road joining Georre Everett., éne
lop house,..BG. e1835.

John Howard, 200 acres on State Land of from any road joining the
Great Location, One log house,§20, 6280

'Peter Hallock, 125 acres back Joining Eleazer Nichols, One log huuse.ﬁﬁo.
Ong barn, 30 x 33. 2101

Josish How e,( heirs of Zacheous Newcomb), 147 acres back road Joining
Elisha prnold, .One leg house,§l0, §486.50. - :

John B owe, 200 acres on river Sable jrining Beman and Warren. One log house,
300 78901

Flishe Howard, 255 aéref on a public mad joining Willlam Keeds. One log
house,$30.  $1455,

John Haff, 325 acres on Regers Road Joining Willlem Xeese, One log houss,
$25. One freme barrack barn(Dutch) 3 x 30,

X Nogh Hobart, 125 acres back road jcining Peter "hite. One log house,
‘4‘20 f512.
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PERU  GENTURY AGO-THE INHARITANTS AND WHERE THEY LIVED

Jeramiah Hackston, non-resident, 25 acres joining Thomas irthur, a0
Phillp Hart, non-resident, 250 acrres joinine Joshua frthur, #$1250
John S, Hobez'b; 726 acres on a back rcad joining Nosh Harb, $2904

Fzra Hunidue(said to be), 213 scres joining Benjamen Brown, $852

Johnathan Irish,(Nethaniel Platt, owner), 100 acres of from any road
Joining David Fish., $392,

Semuel Irish,(Nathaniel Platt, o wner), 70 acres back road joining John
Keese. One log house,QZO . $200.

- Pardon Irish, (Netheniel Platt, owner) 50 acres back road Joining Samuel
Irdsh, v33[h

Jo seph J, Jekax, 53 acres joining Solomon Brown, One log housef25, $42h..

Samuel Jackscn, 54 acres on the Maln Road joining John ,-Elmre.' Gne log
houee,§20, One frame barn, 40 x 3C, §62%.

. Danlel Jackson, 122 acres on a publie road joining Peter White, One log
hinse,$35, One log barn, 36 x 26, 4855,

Stephen Ketchum, 106 ecres on Rogers Hoad jcining Ebenezer (lmstead. One
Llog house,§12, One lop Barn, 36 x 0. 4639

tbijah Ketchum, 35 acres on the Mein Road joining Benjamen Welden, One
log house, %10, ?,285.

William Keosa, 318 acres on a, public rad Joining John Haff, One log
house ,§15, One i‘rame barn, 46 x 30, $29154

John Keese, 318 acres on H:wer‘s Foad jnining Willdah Keese. One log h'\use 3
$40, One log ba:‘n, 30 x 20. .,2]_23. : _

Richard Keese, hl& atres, 8C perches on Rogers Road jwm.mg John QOsborn,

Wilian Lewis (Nathapiel Platt owner) 116 acres i‘mm any road ﬁ
Jones Staffords One log hoﬁse,qpl5. §i22,

William Lowing,(helrs of Zacheous Newcomb, onner), 128 aéres noar Rogers
Road jnining Simeon Eellsi 550, .

Jnéeph Lavamway, 56 acres of fyem any mad jﬂininp Wﬂliam Yorehouse, One
log hnuse,,20; One frame barn; 20 x 16, $450," .

Gilbert lewinp stoh; 42l scres, (no description) i“&?; ‘

John Mat‘,r\mber, 150 acres on the Main Road joininp Behdanian Macamber.
One log house, §5C, {875,

BenJjamen Macomber, 85 acres on the Main Road doining J’)hn Macomber,
One log house,{ 2L M7, 500
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Ezekial Montgomery, (Thenphilus Jackson, owner), €2 acres on the Maln Road
Joining Jabez Fllen, One log house,f5. #50Cs

Onday Major, 100 acres on Salmon River jolning Platt Rogers. 430

John Mosley, 40 acres on a public road Joining Robert fnson. One half a
saw mill, 9314'30 .

John Morehouse, Sen, 200 acres on a p ublic rvad Joining William M>rehouse
One-half log house,:i20., One frame barn, 4C x 30. One-half saw mill, 45 x 16,
¢1520

- William Morehouse, 150 acres on a publie road joining John Morehouse,Sen,
One-half log house,$2C. One~half saw mill, 45 x 16, §1104 -

Rufus Norton, non—resident, 300 écres on the lake jnining Joshue Wells,

Eleaser Nicho ls, 1GC acres on a back road joining Peter Hallock. One log
house,§2C, One log barn, 30 x 22, %845,

Helrs of Zacheous Newcomb,(said to be),, 3295 acres, a part lyinp o n the
River Sable in the Town of Peru., 512346,

David Osborn, 320 acres on Rogers Road joining Richard Keese, One log
house, $30. One frame barn, k0 x 30, $2044,

John Oabom, 212 scres on back road Joinine Samuel West, $1026

Danisl Parkls, 175 acres on the lake jrining Joshua ¥Wells, One log houss,
£30,00 £945,00 '

Edward Palmer Jun, 100 acres on the Mein Road joining Exeldel Palmer
One log house %20,00 $365,00

Urish Palmer, 180 acers on a public road joining Bell's Patent.
0ne log house[40,00 Ons log barn 30x20 §1200,00

John Philips (Thadeous Shelton, owner) 106_scres on ublig mad oln-
ing Robert oonE One ing house 20003er)0ne ca>g barn Bg g 20 80C. (JCJ

James Platt (heia of Zache ous Newcomb, owner) 80 perchea near the Main
Road jolning Isaae Finch.

Nicholas (Reuben Arthur, owner) '6 acres on a public road joln-
Pelmer

ing Reuben irthar, One frame house $75,0C ‘,133 Cu

Said to be 'aned by Zeph enish Platt. 21;.65 acres part of 1t jnininpthe
lake, Four log house §50,0C

Nathenisl Platt 1798 acres 80 perches part of Rogers road joining .
Henry Dalord §5397,00

Charles Platt 500 acres in the 12,000 acres location, next to the river
Sable #2240
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Jnhn Raymond {helra af Zachenus Neuoomb) 175 acres State Road on Fhe
river Sable joining Joseph Beach, One log hruse,f20. $100C.

Lewrence Riley, 100 acres on Rhgers Road Joining Ebenezer (Qlmstead. (ne
1ng house,#20. 1,‘:470.

‘Daniel Ross, non-resident, 117 acres, 78 perches, ons a public road Join~
ing Uriah Pelm er.

lea RB‘KIO 1lds, non-resment 153 seres near the Main Road Jainma Samuel
Jacksrn, Two log hnuses,wso. 41630,

Jbednepn Ricketson, 135 acres on a public road Joining Joshue Arthur. "(ne
log house, 26 x 20 ~One log steble. a:llOO.

REAVES, (seld to ba e no n—resident), 500 acres, §1500,

Heirs of Platt Rogers,(said to be), 920 acres, a part of it Joining
Edward Hallock. £&5100,

Truman Skeels, 240 acres, near the Main Road Joining Number 1, -One log
heuse., $35. $1181,

Yelanton{Melancto n) Smith, 500 acres on the river Sabls, Joining Bela

Stephen Starks, 50 acres of from any road Joining Gilbert Thew. One log
houge, §26, 1329,

Ebenezer Starks, 5C acres, on & back road Jwining Stephen 8tarks, One
log house,$i5, §260,

Celeb Simmons, 50 acres, Joining Benjamen Brage. One log house,$30. $369.

Martha Stafford, 180 acres, on a back road jrininp Ebenezer Olmstead, (ne
log house,£30, One log barn, ﬂé x 30, 1976,

Palmer Staﬁ"\rd, 180 acres, on a back rrad joinine Ebeneger Olmstead, (ne
log house,$3C, One log barn, 35 x 18, “l’\Bl.

Jonas Stafford, (Nathaniel Flatt, owner), 118 acres of from any rad join- o
ing Wm, Lewis, ne lop house,§20, ’ One log barn, 32 x 2k 382,

Jonathen Staffurd, (Nathaniel Platt, ovmer) 118 acres of from any road
Joining William Lewis. One log house,{lS. 191;29

Rowland Stafford, 20G acres on Rogers Road Joininy Samuel Taylor. ' One
Log house, £25. wthS. ’

Jo hn 3tenton, 50 acres on a public road joining }ugustine prihur,  One
log house,42C, One lop barn, 40 x 20, %500,

Oliver Sendres,(heird of Zacheous Newcomb), owney, 100 acres of f1v
road Joining RﬂberE(CJuchran. One lgp nuslg,)iZ %é % of fren &y



32,
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Peter Seilly, non-resident, on Rorers Road, 2 acres J-ining Edward Everett,
Peter Steward, 1100 acres, Joining Fishwell Patent, 43300, -

Williem Taylor,( heirs of Zacheous Newcomb, owner), 100 scres near Rogers
Rosd Joining Samuel Brown. One log house,yl2, One log barnm, 30 x 20, §520,

Stephen Taylor, (heirs of Zacheous Newcomb, owners), 50 acres on Rorers
Rrad. Joining Semuel Brown, One log house,’25. Qne log barn, 28 x 18, §$303.

Gilbert The w, 85 acres, back mad Joinine David 0sborn, One log house,
25, One log barn, 4C x 2k, $60C,

; Ga.dz:re tt Thew, 85 acres, on a back road joining David Osborn, "One log house,
30' 'n\’5h0 L3 A

Joaish Terry, 147 acres, on a back road jJoining Elisha 4rold. One log
hruse, 925, §313.50,

© Samnel Taylor,(heirs of Zacheous Neweomb, owners), XUU acres on Rogers
Boad Joining Rowlend Stafford.

kbrehbm TenProsck, no n-resident, 426 acres Joining JUHN Morehouse near
the River Road. {2125, :

John Téglor, mon-resident, 425 acree joining Lot Ne. 33, 148450,

¥illian Thor, non-resident, 15C acres No. 1, Joining John Vacomber and
150 acres ,No, 4, joining Elihu Bripes, $1200.

Joshue Wells, 147 acres joining Rufus Norton on the lake, One log
hOU.Be, ?,'20. 5:265- ‘

John Williems, non-resident, 760 scres on e patent p ranted to ethew fdpate.
§4320,

This tssesement Roll published in the Pletteburgh Republican under dates,
Jan, M,Zl, 28 and Feb, 1-!-, 18990 .

It is in a1l probability that J. Warren Harkness had the assessment roll
published, also the notice published Oct, 29, 1898, ¥ otiee—corrections to
this assessment roll was published by Georpe Bixby, Editer of the Plattsburgh
Republican on 1898, : '

Micro-film
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Isaec “right, 250 acres on the Mein Road joining isher Adpate. One log
house,70. One frane barn, LO x 30, £1920,

Lapton Warner, non-resident, 100 acree on a patent pranted to Mathew
hdpate, #100,

¥il1iam White, ( heirs nf Zacheous Newcomb owners), 100 acres on a publie roud
Joining William baplor, (522,

Peter White, 50 acres on a public road joining Deniel Jackson. One log
house,§15. One lor barn, 2 x 18, §375.

Samuel West, 100 acres nn & public road joining John Osborn,5th. One log
house, #20, Onec lop barn, 2, r 18, {670,

Rnbert Whitcomb 100 acres States Land back west of the settlemsnt Joining
John Howard, One lop house, 815, 223,

James Wesbon, (heirs of Zachenus Newcomb nwnerg), 10( acres on the river
Sable Joininp Béx(rerly Beardsley, One log hnuss,i }.5 %3)

BenJamen Weldin, 250 acres on the ¥sin Foad Joinine Martin Weatherwax. One
log house,:20. Cne frame barn, 40 x 30, 51970.

David Westhernax, 300 acres on the Maln Foad joinine fmos Dy, One frame
barn,50 x 30,

indrew White, 54 acres of from any rnad joining Richard Keese. One log
house,$25, Mne lop barn, Rpoodd 2 x 18, 3493,

Wetemman § Yood, 1 acre on Ropers Road jJiﬂiﬂP Richard Keese, Onc frame
house,$30, One blacksmith shop, 30 x 20, §70,

James White, 150 acres on a public mad jinine Lott Elmore, One log
house,$30, One log barn, 30 x 26, #975.

William Wranpham, 8 acres nn the River Ssble, joining John Howe. One log
h')use, 151 11250 .

Uriah Wéterman, 4 acres nn the Main Road joining Urieh Palmer. {2,

Melanton L, Woolsey, 475 acres beine near Palmer Stafford,

Maninus Willet, 637 acres, 80 perches joining Lot No, 35, ‘,,1275, and 125 acres
on Lot, No, 40 in the Grebe Location, (owner unknown). t1e62,

Lott Elmore, on Main Road Juining John E]m“re, one wood hwuse, new a.nd good,
one steble, 80 perches. 550,

Elihu Allen, .6C acres jnining John Keese on a back rcads One lop house,
25, One lng barn, 34 x 2., §160,

Stukeley frmld, 106 acres on Rorers Road joining Ellkha frmold, One log
h0u56,1¢75. 1/569
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Samnel Trish, ( Nathan Flntt sHner), 70 acres back road ;}nininp John
Keese, One lop house,u,ZO. £200,

Jessie Irish,(Nathaniel Platt, owner), back road joinine John Keess, One
lor house, 20, 355, )

Pardon Irish,( Nathaniely Platt, owner), 50 acres back road joining
Samuel Irish. 3§L

Robert ¥oore, 10C acres on a public roed joining Reuben irthur. One log
house,$2C,  £800,

Edmund Prur & 0o., non-resident, 79 acres, 80 perches near the Muin Road
Joining Isaac Fineh,

ott Elmore on Mein Road jolnine John Elmore, one wood house, new and geod,
one stable, 80 perches, ¥550,

Joshua B, arthur on a publie road joining aupustine ,rthur. One log
house,$21, One log barn, 25 x 25, ?,672.

John Cochpan,Sen. 390 acres on Ropers Road joining Robert Cochran, One
lOg 1\0&56,]4&0. 1’2320

Isasc Finch, 100 asres on ¥ain Rrad Joining David Weatherwax. One log
house, 20, hBCfJ

be_ert Moore, 100 acres on a public mad joining Reuben srthur, One log
house, 120, %800,

Edward Pg.'Lmer Sen.,50 acres near the Nein Road Joinine Thorn Patent. One
lor house, 365

Jonathan Stafford, (Nathamiel Platt, nwnexz 118 acres of from any road
Jrining William LeW1s. One lop house, ¢15. é

John Stanton, 50 acres on & public road joinine hueustine Arthur. One log
house, §2C, One lop barn, 40 x 20, 500,

David Westherwax, on Main Fosd Joinine Vartin Weatherwax., One wood hnuse,
out of repeir, 80 perches, 430,
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PERU'S FIRST ACADEMY

The public are respectfully informed that the Union Academy will be
opened in the Union Villare at Peru, on the: twenty-third of next May, for
instruction of scholars in Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Enplish Grammer,
Geography, ete,, under the instruction of Chancy Stcddard and Mary ropers,
thet there will be a vacancy for a number of scholars of both sexes, who, as

the committee flatter themselves will meet with & kind reception and a
favorable prospect of their improvement,

Boarding will be furnished at one dollar and twenty cents a week, in
respectable familiss where every attention will be paid to the health and
porals od the puplla, :

, The term of tultion will be two dollars per quarteréé and forv those
‘whadying Grammer, two dollars and fifty cente,

For futher particulars, applisation may be made to either of the sub-
seribers,
ROBERT BALTTEY)
WILLIAK KEESE)  Committes
JaMES ROGERS )

Perll, N'Yn !\pl‘ﬂ 21#, 1812
‘Published in the Flettsburgh Rspublican June 13,1896

THE UNION ACADEXY

Readers of the Republican who have seen in the June 13th, the notice of
the opening of the Unlon Academy dated April 24, 1812 and reprinted after a
lapse of four score end four {em, nay have some desire to know more aboub
the institution of learning, the location, teachers, pupils, and what became

of it when as a school house it had outlived it's wusefulness,

The Union Academy was & two-story frame bullding which atood on the West
side of Horers Foad, directly opposite the residence of John Green, now
Hiren Heyworth, (George Curtis ,1566). It was built on land which James Rogers
whose name is sipned in the notice, as one of the committee, who had recently

bought of Henry Delors, who, about that year,1812, removed to Plattsburgh
vhere he pagsed his remaining years as an hofoured citizen, .

Chauncy Stoddard, the first male teacher of the Academy was & lone resident
of Peru where he is still remembered by all who have arrived at middle aee,
His amsistant, ¥ary Bopers was probebly the dauphter of James Rogers, he
having another daughter named India, who 1s still remembered as a teacher,
How long they continued in charge of the school cannot now be acertained and the
nemes of only two of their eucessors are known tn the writer, thoush others may be
remenbered by our older inhabitents.

-~ Elihu F, Marshall, = lame Quaker, who was oblired to use crutches when he
wilked, teupht in this academy for several years, but finally removed to
Rochester where he died in 1846, The other teacher whose name I can mention
was Phoebe Keese, whnse father Stephen Keese, resided in the Union., She after—
ward married a men named Crommell,
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Among the pupils who attended achool in those days were the youneer people

of the Laphams, Keeses, Greens, Sherman, Hallocks, Arthurs and Ricketsons,

families who lived in the immediate neiphborhood besides many who came from a
distance, Thomas and ¥ary Watson, children of Peace Watson who became the seconfl
wife of James Rogers were also educated at that Academy and many years afterward, T
Thomas Watson who became an eminent lawyer and held at one time, the office of .
Clinton County Judpe und Surrogate of Clinton County pave his reminiacences in

an interesting article entitles,"The Union Fifty Years Ago", from which some

‘of the statements in this sketch are derived.

Nehemish Harkness was -another who attended_that school, boarding at his home
on Hallock Hill and going on foot the distance of three miles by road, being
usually shortened by cuttinp_ across lots,

Very few are now l:wing who were pupils in that old scademy, It is be~
leived though, not positively known to the writer, thet amone that few and
perhaps constitutinp it's totul may be mentioned Alexander and Platt Arthur
who are nearly or quite ninety years old. Schuyler Haff who still lives in
Peru whers he was born, says ther when he attendsd the icademy his teacher was
Phoebe Xeese.

It would be interesting to know the date of ‘the close of the last term of
school in that old buildine, but probavly that could not be ascertained., It
is believed that for several years it stood empty and unused, During thab time
it had the reputation of beinr haunted, it's spectors beinr a number of young
nen who used to meet in it's upper rooms to play cards and eat stolen melons,

In 1836 the Osborn brothers Samuel, Sherman and John 6f Helloek Hill

having bounht of David Hoag i‘ii‘ty-i‘ive acres of land lyinxz directly East of
-the Southwick fam bapan to talk of erecting & house ppori it, The old {inion
Academy wae standine idle and theTe was little prospect that it would be nmed-

ed again as a school house for the Union was fast becomins a deserted village,

Sc it wes bought by the Osborns, taken down, and removed to the newly purchased
fam, it's posts were cut off to reduce ot from a two-story to a one and

one-half story house, It was put up and made into a dwelline efter which John Osbo

{sborn's family took possession and hes been occupied ever since, Since the death
of John Osborn in 1883, his widow hes still lived there with her dauphter, now
Mrs, Joseph S. 8llen, No'ore would imapine that the hendsome, well-painted
residence which stands abbut fifty rods east of the Hallock Hill school was

the old Union Academy in-whicheighty-four years ago our ancestors were belng

teurht reading, writing, arithmetic, geopraphy and if they paid an extra fifty

cents tuition were also instructed in the rules and principles 4f English
Gremmer,

.. This. sketch-would be- -incomplete without- 'a few words ‘¢oficerning the members
oi‘ the Committee whose nemes are sipned to that notice, Robert Battey; William
Keese and James Ropers were representatives eitizens of old Peru and doubtless

- leaders of that educational movement that resulted in the establishment of this

academy, Fobert Battey was the prlncipal s If not the orly merchant of the Union
Tillage, His store stood on the esst sido of the road some distance north of
the Arthuss Corners,(west),. and was well stocked with proceries, dry goods and
.moye or less of wet goods slso. I remember. seeing in one of his old eccount
books some years-apo, an item under the date July 27, 1811 which reads as follows,
Devid §, Everett, Dr. to———--1 pint of brandy", There is nothing about that
entry that would heve attracted my attention if I had not known that July 27,1811
(continued next page)
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was the date of my mother's birth, she beinp the oldest child of the said
David 4. Everett., Those who knew him are aware that he had no use for brandy
upen eny ordinary occasion,

That Robert Battey was not a Quaker is indicated by the fact that when he
dies in 1836 at the age of 64; he was .not interred in the Friend's Burying
Ground, but by the side of his first wife, Jemdms, who died in 1811, and his
infant son, Robert, in a little private yard beneath an old Lombardy poplar
in the southeast cormer of the field he once owned, now a part of the Richard
P, Keese ferm, William Keese and James Ropers were both Quekers. The former
wss one of the pioneer settlers of old Peru to which he came first in 1786 or
1787, while it still was a part of Plattsburgh, in the County of Washington.
In 1789, he came with an exe whith het brought on his shoulder, from his home
in Duchess County, he eut down the trees to build himself a log house in the
wilderness and then went back for his wife and their few possessions, The
house stood on or near the site of the ancient frame house which is now owned
end oceupied by Timothy Davern, His deuphter, Eunice was born in 1797 and
was 15 years cld when the academy was opened and was, no doubt, one if it's
first pupils, GShe afterward married John Macomber, lived until 1880 and her
decendante are alwost too numerous to count. Her father dled in 1836, the
same year as Robert Battey, st the age of 73,

James Rogers was the oldest of the three committeemen having been born in

1956, twenty years before the Declaration of Independance. His Quaker principles
wold not have permitted him to take part in the war or he might have been a
soldier of the Reveloution, By his first wife, Deborah, who dieds in 1813, he
had at least one son, James Rogers, Jr, who became & partner in the fim of
‘Keese; Rogers anc Keess, merchants of Goshen and the two daughters, Mary and
Lydla, mentioned above, He lived in the old Delord mansion until his death

in 1832, and his widow, Peace Ropers continued to live there 31 yeara lonrer,
She died in 1863 at the ape of 90 years,

The old etademy and the members of it's first committoe have all passed
awgy about 60 yeers ago and the people who remember any of them are few and
prowing fever,

JW, HERKNESS

Published in the Plattsburgh Press Republicén
June 13, 1896 and July 11, 189
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THE OLDEST HOUSE IN PERU

For the first time in four score ysers, there was a social pabthering last
Wednesisy evening, wec. Tth, in the oli house in Peru, the historic mansion of
Judge Delord, now the residence of Henry W. Brown end his daughber Alice.

About fifty puests attended and doubtless all enjeyed the visit ss much as
did Louis Phillip, heir to the throne of France when entertained by his country-
men in the same house almost z century ago,

The stormds of a hundred yesrs have left their merks vpon the exterinr but -
within, ell is bright and comfortable though there are many proofs thet this is
not a miern dwelling, or a sample of the rudely constructed habitations of the
early settlers, Here still can be seen in as many rooms, the four immence fire
vleces in which a considersble portion of the primeal forest of old Peru was
converted into smo ke and ashes. Above the doors of the ant-ique drawing room
are 1nfty arched casines thet are seldom seen in any pmerican house and the heavy

iron knooker upon the front Jdoor 1s still capable of makine & clatter that would
arouse the seven sleepers if they were beneath the roof,

In this house was the only Post Office of the Town of Peru during the first
jecade of the century when Peru comprised one~fourth of the present cofinty of
"J_.mton.

In the nortimest corner room cen still be seen nuzernus indentations of the
floor near the wall Which were made by chairs which our ancestors tipped back
upon two leps as they sab around the room reading the latest news from news-
papers which had been printed gbaom three to six weeks before, If the walls of
this roon had eers and touneuss, they could doubtless repeat Interesting dis-
cussions which took place amonr those ancient citizens during the excitine perdod
whon the House of Representutives was trylng to decide the guestlon, shall
defferson or Burr be presilent,

Henry Delord, the builder of this mansion, was a native of the city of Nimes
in France, While yuite a young man, he married and emigreted to tho West Indies
where fof some time he owned an extensive plantation and meny slaves, Bub at
the time of the French Revolution, there was a negro insurrection end many slave
owners were massacred, 3delors's slaves warned him of the danper so he was sble.
to oscape with his wife &nd & few of them to the Unitec States, Just what year
he settled in old Peru secms somewhet uncertain, but he wes a resldent of the
town in 1796 for his name is found in records of the town for that year. About
15 years later, he sold his farm to a Whrthy Quaker named James Ropers and re-
moved to Plattsburgh where ho spent the remainder of his years beinp always an
honored end respectful citizen,

His only living desceniant is the wife of Rev. Francis B, Hall of Plattsburgh.
In 1815, Jemes Rogers lost his first wife by death sometime before he married
Hrs, Peace Watsnn of Bolton, ¥ass, and brourht her and her two children, Thomas
ghd Mary, from Bolton to.the Unlon in-a two-wheeled. gig....He. died many years
epo but his wiiow,"Aunt Peace Ropors", is remembere! by midile-aped people of
the town, Her son, Thomes became an able lawyer and in 1811 wap elected County
Judre and Surropate of Clinton County. He lived in the Unien many years, but
died in Peru Villare ten years amo. His sister, Mary, was the mther of Henry W.
Brown and from her, he inherited the dwelling that forme the subject of this
sketeh,

T.W, H.RENESS
Plattsburgh Press Republicen Dec. 31, 1892
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POST OFFICES

With thh aid of Kenneth L. Dubuque, Postmester at Peru,N,Y, 12972, the-
following information has been received repariing the Post 0ffice in OLd Peru
and the one at Harkness, .

Fro m the Generel Service Administratinn, St. Louls, Yo o 63118 18 the follow~
ing paragraph, det.ed Nov. 28, 1966:

"The Herkness,N.Y, Post Office was discontinued Aueust 31,1933,
Rarel Free Delivery Service was from July 1, 1903 to Aug. 31,1932.

Note: James Fello was the mail carrier, He retired in 1932,
The Post 0ffice was housed in the store and home of
Casper Beker, It is the first white house, to the rirhd
of the four corners at Harkness,

From the Netinnal Archives and Records Service, Washinston, D.C. 204C8, dated
Jen, 18,1967, this informabion has been received,

"Me have made a search among the records of the Post Office Dept. in the
National prehives but have mot found any informetion about the establishment
of the Post Offoce st Peru, N,1., or a change of locstion of this post
office from the Union to Peru Villag . The earliest reference to Peru,
Clinton County, N.Y,, shows thet Moses Warren, postmaster, submittedd a -
quarterly return on July 1, 1798."

", post office was established et Harkness, Clinton County,N.Y., on June
8,1888, with Caspor W. Baker sppointed as it's firet postmester.”

Note: Mr, Baker continued ss postmaster until his death in 1921, Kr. Bert Holden
was [ostmaster in Peru ab the time the Harkness post office wes discontin-
ued and the Rarel Froe DeYivory ceme from the Peru Post Office.

In the book which Kr, Herkness copied assessment rolls eni descriptions of
roads from old record bocks of O1d Peru, *3rd Dist. 1797, Moses Warren is listed
as having to work nine days to work ocut his road tax, In that same 1ist we find
the memes Jebez Allen, Henry Delord(owner of & mill in that district), John and Lott
Elmors, Moses Dickson, Nicholss Pelmer and Wm. Wrenpham. (013 Post Road) flso
for the years 1798 and 1799, as ibraham bemen and Warfen,

PERU ONE HUNDRED YEARS /GO: tssessment Hnll' 1798,0ctober, Bemen and Warren
on Yain Roai Joinine Jebez .l‘llen, ane wood house, new end ro2d 8C perches,$500,
199 ecres,

Henry Delord lived in the Union until sometime durine 1812, His farm was
then sold to Jemes Rogers, .

E.:, Spaulding



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AMD RECORDS SERVICE
E;SHINGTON, D.C.

FERU, CLINTON COUNTY, NEW YORK
. Postmasters

Yoses Warren

Cornelius Staatz

Herny DeLord

Asa Elmore

Nathan Tajlor
Nabhan Rice .
-Franklin Elm ore
Edgar Beckwith
" Leon L, Channell
Henry o, Larraber
Daniel F. Barker
Richard C. YcIntyre
Leon L. Channell
Dabus Clark

David Lyons

Datus Clark ‘
Nabhan L. Bigelow
Bert E. Holden
Kste L. Hnlden
(sucessor aprointed after 1929)

#Date of the first return of the postmester to the Postmaster General

Date of pppointment

#July 1, 17¢8
July 1, 1801
Apeil 1, 180k
J 1, 1813
Aﬁn‘vn b, 1818
July 10, 1841
Kog, 14, 1843
June 6, 1849
June 6, 1853
August 6, 1859
April 19, 1861
July 1, 1862
July 8, 1885
June 20, 1889
fupust 24, 1893
January 17, 1898
Vay 21, 1904
June 12, 191
March 11, 1924

% Date of establishment - not of record here

Kenneth L. Dubugue
- Glaggs L. Darling

May 2, 1946
dprdl 17, 1971

N
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FEVINISCENCES AND BARLY HISTORY

" QF QLD PERU
Pioneer Days In Peru--Nathan R. YWeaver Excerpts

There is mach obscurity concerning the primitive days in the history of our
country, after s lapse of more than a century. No one identified with that are )
ani peneration is herc to testify, eni it is no easy task to reproduce the situstion

or approximate thereto. The psramount i‘ee in any such effort shruld be accuracy,

- e am e e o e e

The history of Peru and Ausable are inseparable, The town of Peru was form~

g7 Plattsburgh and Willsborourh, December 25, 1992, and inclulei the town of
JuSsble and Black Brook., (Beapportionm ent puts the town back where they started,

1966), These t taken off in 1839, since which time there have been no
char)lr'es. 6?591‘33 “(%gel?aZ?nt?ze téﬁn o?gﬁeru and AnSable were unbroken wilderness.

¥hile we do not believe in the worship of our antestors, yetv we ourht to keep the

memory rreen of those who endured the privatinns of pioneer life, who subjued
the forests, built the roads, brideed the streams, built many of the houses,

(See "Pioneer Homes of Clinton County" by Dr. Allan S, Everestt.1966)., in which
we live,, and trod the streets just as we dn tolay, and made possivle a better
civilization for us than they enjoyed,

e a e e Em o e

One of the most pressing needs of the pioneers was roads, They had lived in
log hubs, most of them, and followed blazed trees. One of the first of these

wab the Ropers Boad built in 179C to 1795,

R e

The main road of Perk was the present rnad on the lake shore from the north
line of the town to the Little MuSeble, beyond which 1t bore ezstward somewhers
mideay between.the railrad an!i the present highway to Baggs'. T This was the
0ld Lake Shore Roal that ran past Hobart Fuller,the Bedell Farms and The Allen
Homestead, New cubt made in 1936, wheére it ren on e lower level near Galen

~ Stafford's, (1966) Now a recreabion center called "Twin Ponds", owned by
Williem Sullivan, en! so on to the Lem uel W, Pape place, or Ashel Adgate's,(
there is n well indicated road from the wood-house, just west of the house, .
That follows the edge of the chasm for some distanceg ani crossed the river ab or nc

near Table Rock in juSable Chaem.

This excerpt and the one by J.W, Harkness were writfen in 1913 for the Peru
Granpe and obher stories by Sarah B, Hewitt: Helen Eells Fallon: Bzra J, Day,
This booklet may be found in the Peru Library,



PERU'S FIRST NOVELIST

b few years ago Job Sherman was eking down an old chimney for the Jackson
house near the south line of Peru when he discovered g brick which when made was
marked with the dete 1788, The end which bore the 1 and part of the 7 was broken
off but enough of the 7 remained to show whet fipure it was and the 88 was perfect
and Jdistinct, This shows that the house was built 109 years ago, for in those
days bricks were in good demand to have been kept so lonr before they were uded,
and it's are was approximately known by the fact thet the first settler in the
Union, ceme(Edwerd Everett) in the summer of 1786 and that Daniel Jackson,dun.,
Peru's first, if not only novelist, was born in this house ¥ay 31, 179C. The
. 014 house is now & heep of ruins and has not been occupied for 15 years, but it
was in it's day e very comfortable dwelling and deserves to be remembered as the
house of the author of "Alonzo ani Melissa" and the place where a larpe part of it,
if not the whole of that remarkable story was written .

Perhaps the most remarkable thine about that story is the fact that it was writden
ten by & ynunr Quaker school master and published when the author was only 21 years ol
old, for it wes puikixiest printed in Plattsburgh in 1811, the Yyear the Plattsburgh
Republican saw the lirht, Indeed it wse thought by some that the novel was a

piece of job printine Jone in the office of the R;epubllcan, bt if it can be
proven either by the office files of the paper or in zmy other way, I am pot aware
of the fact.

The parents of Daniel Jackson, Jun., were Daniel, the builder of the house and
hiz wife was a Mary Green from Dutchess County, The Jacksons had lived on Long
Island before Daniel and his family came to Peru, Vhether they were oririnally
Quakers or joined the Society after they ceme to the Peru Monthly Meeting on the
1st of 1st month, 1801, he was chosen as one of the committee of six members"to
think on Some Plan and Bigness of the (Meeting house), estimate the cost, then
report the seme to next monthly meeting", 4s Daniel, Jun.,was then 10 years old,
it is very possible that he was born a Quaker ani brnur-ht up like other Ouaker
children,"in the nuture and admonitinn of the Lord",

He bepan teaching school at the are of 175 years and continued in that businese
$i11 he was 42, When he was about 20 he taught in the Plattsburgh scademy and it
is said that while thus engaped he heard a story about the troubles and trials of
some young lovers upon which he founded his novel,"Alonzo and Melissa',

It would be interesting to know what novels this younp Guaker had read whish
pleased him so much as to cause him to become a novelist, It 1is certain that
neither Walter Scott nor Charles Dickens nor even Fenimore Cooper had begun to
write novels at that tige, so he did not model his work after theirs end it is
evident to &1l who have read "plonzo and ¥elissa" that neither nf these preat
writers of fiction took his work as a model. »
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PERU!S PIRST NOVELIST(cont.)
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T RO AKX :

And yot with all it's faults, his book was a popular onc in it's day and
generation and even the story will prove intercsting to a1l who see fit to read it.
Indeed, it was considered so remarksble at the time of it's publication that some
of his towns-people doubted that Jackson wes the author. It was believed that he

must heve copied the story from a newspaper but those who thought an did not seem to
* consider thet even if that were the ¢ase someone must have written it and thart o
young teacher like Jackson wes e likely to be capable of it as some other was.

It must have cost him considerable sum to pet published for it made a book of

128 pages. It was aft erward reprinted in a vnlume of 253 pares, the last four
of which were devoted to a poem by another amthor. WYhen and where this edition

was published, I am unable to say, as the copy which lies before me hes lost it's
title pepe, There may have been other editions but the fact that there were two
editions proved that the first was not such a failure es some books prove to be,
The anthor probably did mot realize a laree sum from it's sale for we have no
knowledre that he ever wrote another novel. He was married in 1815, four years
after the publication of his book, to a lady named Mary Hyde. He seliled upon
Grand Isle and there passed the remainder of his life, en honored and respected
citizen,

' J.H. HARKNESS
Written 1897, according to dates piven in the abory,

From Edith Arnold Scrapbonk
Clinton County Historical EEmmmssRooms.
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VAPLE LODGE (AUSABLE CHASM) - 4BOUT 1898 OR 1899

We notived in the Historical Department of the last REPUBLICAN an artiwle
written by J.W. Harkness in repard to the old Jackson Homestead and the first
novelist, Deniel Jackson,Jr., We never, &t our present knowledge knew whe wrote
"hlonzo and Melissa," We were born at the old homestead fifty-five years aro,
and our parliest recollectlons there were a number of copies of the baok in the
famlly, and a copy of "Jans Eyre." I re member hearing the girls, my mother's
younger sisters reading them evenings, They would shed tears over the mis-
fortunes of the characters. The circumstances made a preat lmpression upon us
gt the time,

Sometime before Dsniel Jackson left the old place, there was a nail factory
there, perhaps the first in the cofintry, I think there were 10 to 2Domen em~
ployed at a time. Of course, it wes before our time, but we knew nf it's exist-
ence, Our grandfather, James Jackson, used the building for the menufacture of
wrourht nails,in our time, for & corncrib and eranary. When we were children,
playing hide-and-go-seek, we got behind a barrel in the eranary that was nearly
full of those wrought nails, It is our impression that Daniel Jacksnn,dJrs had
somsthing to do with their manufacture.

Daniel Tackson,Sr. died while hoeing corn in the lot just west of the house,

Perhaps there are some people still living that can throw some light upon
the nail factory, Deniel Jackson, Jr, hes some prandsons living in Grand Isle,Vt.

From Horace hekley Scr'\pbook
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Danicl Jackson, and Irish Gusker came from Long Island to Old Peru about
1790, He is listed on the 1796 ‘seessment Roll, "Daniel Jackson, 22 acres on &
public road joining Pster Wnite, one log house,§35, one log barn 36 x 26,4855:" -
That farm was located at the west end of the Brown Road and connected with the road
"o Peter Hellock's, Mr, Harkness called it the "Hallock Roed" to Peru. It is
now called the River Rrads The 1ittlé bridge that spanned the Iittle Ausable
River, at that point was known and still is ss the "Jackson Bridpe," Daniel
Jackson and his wife are buried in the Quaker Buryine Ground.

Daniel Juckson had five children: three sons and two deuehters. Jemes became
the founder of Port Jackson, now called Valcour, Their land wes owned for many
years by the Sibley family, but is now owned by the Valcour Educetional Conference
Center, a unit of the State University Co llepe. He married Elizabeth Hallock,
daurhter of Mary Keese and Peter H allock, Mrry was the dauphter of Richard Kesse Li
They had three children; George Hallock Jackson, the father of William Henry Jackson,
born April 4,1843 in the Town of Peru, He became the femous photnprepher of the
West, He wrote, "Pime Exposure", his autobicgraphy. His son Clarence S. Jackann
wrote, "Picture Maker of the Old West", which contains 305 photopraphs, sketches,

end palntings, also the details of his father's life, '

Daniel,Jr., a brother of James was born May 31, 1790, in the log house, It
1s this Daniel,Jr,, whose novel,"slonzo end Melissa" that hag caused so much. con-
troversy as to who wrote it first, Daniel, Jr., that wrote the story in one
volune in early 1811 was a teacher in the Plattsburgh fcademy, While teaching in Ple
Plabtsburgh, he became acquainted with two army officers who pave him the points
of the story and asked him to write it and have it published in a book. The elder of
officer said he was a cousin of"Melissa", and knew the facts he gave, So "Alongo
and Melissa", was written and printed by Reynolds of the Plattsburgh Republican in -
the spring of 1811, £ book of that same name, in two volumes, was written by
. .Issac Mitchell of Pourhkeepsic and was printed in October,1811. Sol Who was .
the "Pirate (See York State Tradition-Spring 1966.) This contains the comment
by J. W, Harkness, Plattsburgh Republican, Dec.!, 1897, "It(the story), was
considered so remarkable at the time of it's publication thet some of it's towns-.
~ people doubted that Jackson was the author, It was believed that he must have
copied it from a newspaper ", 'i man is always without honor in his own country'.

The third son, Isrsel, born in Old Peru,1796, is the one whose decendants
8t111-1ive in Plettsburgh,N.Y, Isreel married Kaster Allen, They had eleven
children, Melvin Jeckson, born 1821 married Hester snn Rogers Shelden. We are
the descendants of Melvin and Hester, the parents Alice Gertrude Jackson, She
merried Luther Hagar, Their children are William Jackson Hagar(deceased), Albert
tddoms Hagar, Benjamen Sheldon Hagar and myself, Plice Elizabeth Hager Ladue.

Yy children are Dr, Wm, L. Ladue, Robert H. Ladue, surveynr, John Sheldon Ladus
and Ruth he Ladue. Ve are the direct desecendants of Daniel Jackson L who came
... 50 01d Peru in 1787 snd settled at what has. elweye, been known es "Jackson Bridges... ...

$1ice Elizabeth Heear Ladue

Note: 4 ssttler had to remein on the land two years bofore e deed was issued,
That may account for the difference in detes,
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CHAMPLAIN VALLEY PIONEERS

Sketches of Famnus Persnnapes from
The Flattsburgh Sentinel ~ 1891

Daniel Jackson, Author of "Alonzn and Melissa”

The following facts have been presented by the daushter of Mr, Jackson:

She says, "Father's ancestors, on the paternal side, were from Long Island
and were farmers or pardners. His preat prandfather was captain of 8 trading
vessel between New York and the ffrican coast, My grandfatier Daniel Jackson
was born on the 22nd of the 4th month,1757 and dled the 31st day of the 5th
month, 1820, Grandmo ther, born Mary Green, came from Duchess {ounty. Her
birth occured the 1ith of the 6th month, 1759, and her death the 1st of the bth
month, 1839, Their children were Betty, who married a Mr. Mosher, Mery, married
to Bostwick Buck, brother of Ephraim Buck of Plattsburgh, Daniel, of Grand Isle,
Vt., James Jackson of Peru, and the late Isreel Jackson of Cumberlend Head.

Father was born in Peru, N, Y,, May 31, 1870, He was a frail child but
cerly shawed a fondness for books beyond his yeers, He was piven ell the ad~

ventages of the times, He taupht school when very young and I have heard him
say that his first teaching was the winter before he was eiphteen, He made that
his prineipal business until 1832, While he was teaching in Plattsburgh Academy
he became acquainted with two officers stationed at Plattsburrh who were from Conn-
ecticuts They told hin about flonzo and Melissa, peve him the pofints of the
story snd wishod him te write it out and have it published in a book, The elder
officer of the two sald he was a cousin of Mellssa and knew the facts he pave,
This was the way he came tc write the story.
Septs 27th, 1815, my father married Mary Hyde, daughter of Jededleh Hyde,Esq,

He had two children, Dr. N.H.W, Jackson who died in 1889 and Julia #,E. Jackson
who married Charles Watlins of Brookfield, Mass., and who now resides in

Worchester the same state, . .

Father taught in the town of Junius, N,Y,, but in a little over a year went
back to Grand Isle and settled on the farm given mother by her father and
both mpent there the remainder of their days, he teking cere of the farm summers
and teachins durine the winters, He wes made deputy prstmaster in 1835, hold-
ing the office until 18,0, He was justice of the peace, overseer of the poor, and
held other pnsitinns of honor and trust, He lived the relirion he professed and
wes generous to all, "e most werthy record,”



THE HARKNESS FAMILY OF HALLOCK HILL %’7'
 Vritten by J.J, Terkness in 1031 == /nnotations by Georgia H arkmess 1956

Daniel Harkness the son of .dam Harkness, Jr, who was the son of Adem
Harkness who was moved from Glasgow, Scotland to northern Ireland with the
other members of the family of his father, John Harkness and had enigrated
to America with his brother James about twenty years later, (2) James went
to the West Indies and is not kmown to have ever returned but idam married
and settled in Smithfield, Rhode Island, where Adam, Jr, and at least two
brothers, Mathan and Samuel were born, Adam, Jr. bought & form in Adans,

B erkshire Co., Mass, and there raise a large family of which two sons, David
and Daniel and two daughters, Thamkful and Beborah came to live in old Feru,
(3) Daniel bought in 1801 when 24 years old a fifty-acre farm of Stephen
Starks, lying east and adjoining the farm owned by his brother David which
has since been owned by the descendants of Eleazer Arnold, (4#) Thankful
married Willianm Kirby and Deborah became the second wife of Stephen Keese, (5)

1, My great-grandfather, who bought the Harkness farm in 1801 and build
present Harkness homestead about 1820,

2, Apparently a numberous Harkness progency was left in Ireland, for in
B elfast, a few years ago, 1 found 33 Harknesses llsted in the telephone
bool,

3. For many years I had in my possession the large wooden chest with an
enormous iron key in which Daniel Harkness brought his possessions from
idams, Mnss, On leaving Evanston in 1950, I gave it to ny niece,
Marguente Harkness (Mrs, John Overholt) who still has it in her summer
home in the town of ‘Chesterfield, EssexGoy'{01d’ John Macomber farm, gee

-1 "01d Willsborough:Road" by ¥ W, Harkhess):: :

4, Thebig stome-house erected ont he David Harkness:form 18 now occupied
by Mr. and tire.,: Ray Arnold and"sister, Miss Grace itfiold, - '

54 ndams Harknese, Jr.-had at-least”tvo:other gons, Thonas and’ Adam III.
%1 have:in my: possession.an -urgent- letter from Adan Harkness in Ada'n, .
Magsy; dated Dec:’12;,1826;:telling, him-of the death of our "Dears: :
‘Brother Thomas," on-Nov, ‘19.and~urging:hin'to come:and help settle the
cestste both of Thomas and theu: father, -of whose estate:he had not, yet:
takén mventory. ) : . . S S .

They were: a11 Quakers tiu Daniel married’ in 1802 Ablgall Cochran,
who with her.brother David had come from Tembrooke, -HiHyiand' lived on
what' has since:beenthe Hoag farn now owned by Peter Martin, -‘-(l')'.The‘: :
Cochrans weré mot Quakers and Daniel and ibigail were married by a magis-
trate and.for that reason he was:disowned by the Quaker:Society, 8o their
children were not "birtharight Quakers,'..

" ¥eheninh Harkness-was Born-Nov,-3td;=A803 in'the logihouse that:-stood - .
near the northeastern cornerofithe 50 acre:fapn that: his father':had:bought-

" (2) Be helped to build the house in whieh his descendents still live which
was built about 1820, His schooling consisted of three months at Union
Academy (3) tp which Be wemt en.faot:apd-across-lots, the distance.by road -
being over:three.miles: and- the #way.he went.was about: twoiand oneshalf, v -

* In‘the’ Spring of 1825, whem:he was only 213 years ol he and:Safuel
Osborn,- & meighbor; bought of. John. Clapp of Yew York City the west half.
of Lot Wo,i 12:of -Blatt's.12,00Q acre locatioh (See Atlas of Clinton County
dated 1869) supposed to contain 250 acfes, more or less, and the entire cost
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$562,50, They padd $100 down ond the rest in just two years, Osborn live
ed in 2 521l house on the land while they were getting off the timber, (1
see next set of nctes)

1, This refers to the Fliny Hoag £arn on the south side of the Halloek Hill
road, not the Elihu Hoag place on the north side, Deter Martin lived
there until his death recently, in 1966, The Cochrans were not Quakers
and .bigail did not wish to subnit to Quaker discipline, It is said
that she shocked the neighbors by wearing a red coat, I have the dis=
nissal, (See Early Settlers of Hellock YUill-~David and Daniel Harkness
and David E oag, by J.W, H arkness,)

2, There is no record of what became of this, It was aprarently not the
sare lof house in which Hehemizh and Deborah Harkness lived in after
narriage in 1832 and which is still standing, clapboarded over, west
of the road and & little north of the woods, That would have been at
the southeast corner of the plot, This house was probably erected
by Lodema Parker from whom Stephen Starks bought the 50 acre lot that

“he sold to Daniel Harkmess, The house was assessed at $20 and the farn
at $329, Hehemiah Harkness was born in this house,

3, This two-story icadeny building, with two teachers £ro the boys and
girls separately, was cut down to a story and a half and moved by John
Osborn to Hallock Hill in 1836 to become the house occupied by Frank
Felio in 1931 and now by Mrs, Harold Perlee,

Sarmel Osborn afterwards sold his helf of the land to .rden Barker
of Feru, who sold it to Meheniah Harkness in October 1839 for $345. Neheu
ish Warkness later sold the woodlots to John Osborn (323 acres), David
Osborn (25 acres), Elihu Hoag (10 acres), and Onmaf Owen (30 acres who
lived by the Cold Spring. (2) David Osborn sold out to Elihu Hoag .:md went
to Ohio about 18583,

Daniel Harkness had bought of his brothef David 20 scres lying west of
the south part of his original fifty (3) and m 1828 he sold the 70 acres
to hiss on Nehemiah for $1200,

Before Usborn and Harkness bought the west half of Lot No. 12 about
574 ecres of it had been sold for taxes so their purchase only amounted to
192% acres, of which after selling the f our wood lots anounting to 873 acres
Harkness had 105 left, so with the 70 bought of his father he had about
175 ocres, With another neighbor Edward Southwick, he for a tine owned and
ran & saw-nill, in west Peru on the brook which crosses ther cad between
Sidney Felio and Fred Thew, Wortheast of theracd on the south side of
the brook, (4)

1. ‘This house was on what is known in‘the Harkness fanily as' the East Pass
ture, on a rise of ground to which g driveway led which in 1931 was still
visible, (This road led from the Thew Farms (Demose Martin) to the Harke
ness-Clintonville Road, when the Rural Free Delivery route was establishw-
ed Janed Felio corried mail over this road,) The house has long since
disappeared, md was not hbere in my childhood for I picked bluc berries
all over that area,

2, ilmost all of the Harknmess farm is on the west side of the road which
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rung south from the Hallock Hill to the AuSehle River Road, This explains
the existence of the Zast Fasture and whatever woudlot still zdjoins it,

3. T have in my possess the original copy of a note from Daniel Horkness
to his father .dan Harkness in Mass, promising to pay him on demand
with intereat $209, It is dated February 5, 1807 (ye 5 of 2 mo,) and
nay be related to the purchase of his twenty acres from his brother
David, Or Gtephen Starks pressing hin to finish paying for the original
fifty? anyway, he needed money?

4, & brook always known in my childhood as the Southwick brock crosscs the
Hallock Hill road west of the old stone school house, now a dwelling. It
wns apparently the sane Southwick but a different brook, (Caleb)

(Hallock Hill, according to writings by Mrs Harkness and others, has two
school houses. The first one, no doubt, early 1800 as indicated on the
Map of the Union Village is the one meant, 48 near as conbbe ascertain-
ed it was located between the present farms of John MeCornick (Isaac
Hallock) and the late Peter Martin farm (Pliny Hoag) on the side
of the rosd, The second school, now a dwelling, where Georgiz Harlmess
says she obtained her early education, was probahly built early in 1835
1840, On scthur Road, on the lste Bertha /nson property a brick sehool
house is mentioned, Dist No. 7, 1835, We believe that the stone schaol
house on the Quaker Cemetery lot and the s tone one on Hallock Hill may
have all been built at the same decade, Zn old notebook, Grace Arnold
hes in her po ssession, the first emtry of the names of scholars (as they
were then termed) is 1856, .[uong those early pupils were J, Warren
Harkness, George irnold, Osborns, and Hoags, Notes by Grace E, .rnold
and Eleanor .\, Spaulding)

Southwick and Harkness also nade the dug-way road from the present
Baxter farn to Calvin Cook's place and iron works known as Cooksocky, “the
road having passed over the hill where the electric light and power line
now is,

Neheniah Herkness was also a member of the N.Y. State nilitia and was
comnissioned Captain in 1831, as Major in March 1837 and Lieutenant Colonel
in October of that same year, Later in the fall of winter of 1837 the Peru
¥ilitia under command of Lieu, Col, Harkness was ordered to guard the line
at Chaoplain to prevent the Canadian patriots frou marching into the U,8,
4t the end of eight days, the rebellion having been subdued Lt, Col, Harke
ness and his nen csme hone and that ended his military servide, There was
no actual fighting because the Canadians did not cross the border,

Harkness was also & land surveyor and in 1846 he was employed by Peter
Hasbfouck of H.J. to survey 7912 acres of land in the town of Brighton, or
then Duane, -in Franklin-Co, and divide the-sameinto’ lots-of 100 acres eachy
after that survey was made Hasbrouck had not paid the State and relinquishe
ed his clain and Harkness bought the land of the State and received letters
Patent of said land, He built a barn for his nephew Daniel Rarkness on the -
lots since owned by ..C, McCollun's, where Clarence Meirthur afterward built °
&nd ran a hotel, called MeCollun's, Harkness also sold lots to various peo-

-Pple in that tract and after his death his heirs sold the lots that were left

to Meirthur,

When the Whitehall and Plattsburgh R R Co, was organized Col, H. Harke
ness, ag he waas called, used his influence to have the road located in the



THE H.RKNZSS FAMILY OF HALLOCK HILL~~ANNOT/TIONS BY GEORGIA IiRKNESS 0

valley of the Little [ulchle, He s enployed to oversee the grad-

ing of sbout three miles and worked so hard at clearing the right of way
that he suffered a sunstroke in the summer of 1838 and died on Jan, 1870,
The little community of Harkmess still bears his nome. (See stories of
Harkness ond the Harkness Terninal)

On Jenuary 9, 1834 Hehemiah Harkness married Deborah, oldest daughter
of David illen 2verett who wag the youngest son of Captain Zdward Everett
of the Revolution, That Capt, Zdward was the s on of an 3dward, who was the
son of Deacon John, who was the son of Captain John, the sen of Richard Ever-
ett who enigrated from England to America sbout the year 1635, Capt, Edward
moved fron H,H, to Peru in 1786 and his son David Zllen was born in Vermont
when the fanily was on'the way to Peru, (1)

Nehenish and Deborah H arkness began housekeeping in the log house that
wag built neaf the southeast cormer of Daniel Harkness original 50 acre
farn and had been occupied by Daniel's daughter /nn Robinson. That house
still stands but for 98 years, or since 1833, the logs have been covered
with clapboards and very few people now know that it is a log house, (2)
They lived thare 14 years and five of their children were born there, two
sons, Allen and Milton and a daughter Harriet, dying in childhood before the
daughters Phoebe and Miranda, (3) were borm,

1. Capt, Bdward Everett and his family were the first settlers of what is
now the town of .uSable, and his story is told in considerable detail
in the article by Miss Bertha Bentley (later Mrs, T.i. Ropers) entitled
“The First Settler of .uSable" in the nultigraphed volume, Mrs, Rogers
was the granddaughter of NMehemish Harkness and Deborah Harkness and this
the great-great-granddaughter of Capt, Edward Bverctt, ‘

2, 1 f£ind this note in oy writing attached to the manuseript, "The house
still has & fireplace (boarded over) betweer kitchen and sitting room,
next to the cellar stairs in the passagewsy, facing into the sitting-
roon, B ctueen the f {replace and the passage way was a Duteh over, for
baking bread, etc,, in a cavity heated by coals, This is probably still
there, boarded over. 4 little cupboard in the pasage way is over what
was the Dutch oven, The bread was shoveled out with a long-handled
shovel still owned by J W.H, (This house is now owned by Philip Pulsifer,)

This house was formerly owned by ty brother, Charles Harkness though
used a8 a tenant house by Alfred Perkett, sold to ay brother Everett
Harkness as a summer home, and after his death it was sold to the Pul-
sifers, who now have repcdeled it,

3. Phoebe married Henry Jacobs of Willsboro and was the mother of Mrs.
Mirian Murray, now living at the Vilas Home in Plattsburgh, Miranda
narried George Bentley of Peru and-was ‘the tiother--of Mrs, JBerthe.Rogera. ...
and Miss /nna Bentley of Plattsburph and Warren Harkness of kiani, Fla.,
all now deceased, '

In the spring of 1848, after 4bigail, wife of Daniel Harkness died
that their son Heheniah and his fanily moved to the house where the Harke
ness fanily have since lived, It was there that their son, Warren was
born September 25, 1848, (1) Deborah Harlmess died Dec, 24, 1898 at the
age of 87 years and 5 months,



THE HARKNESS FAMILY OF HALLOCK HILL-ANNOTATIONS BY GEORGIA HARKNESS

1. ]. Warren Harkness died in this same house April 1, 1937, at the age of 88 and a half
years, His son Charles lived there all his life, 71 years, dying in November 1955, His
son Emest and wife, Mable still live there, and Georgia Harkness, though living in
California, still regard it as home. (2)

2. This is the end of my father’s manuscript, but some other items in my writing are given
which he must have told me. The part of the house from the middle of the present dining
room east was built about 1820 and was occupied by Daniel Harkness until his death in
1859, living here with Nehemiah and Deborah after his wife’s death in 1848. The rest of
the present house was a woodshed and a well house, extending from what is now the
northeast corner of the house past the well (which) has continued to supply water to the
present and has never been dry.) It was a separate structure with a path between it and
the main house, About 1851 it was moved west and south, and was joined to the west-
end of what was then Daniel Harkness’s bedroom. (the east end of the present dining
room) J.W.H, remembers being taken by his mother when he was about three years old
to look at the bare sleepers, The well house became the west end of the present dining
room, pantry and kitchen. The kitchen previously had been where the present sitting
room is, with a small porch with columns on the east side being the main entrance. Two
smal! bedrooms (made into one after my father’s death in 1937) were built on later.

When the house was built in 1820, it was expected that the road would pass along the
south side, this is why the stairs located in the middle of the house, with & small room
{now a closet but formerly the parlor bedroom) intended to be the hallway opening to the
south.

A land ran north from the house to the main Hallock Hill road until 1827 when it was
made & public road, In 1828, it was extended to the south, Both the Thews to the east
and the Harknesses wanted the road to go south by their places, but the Commissioners
consented to have it go by the Harkness place if they would give the land. So they gave a
strip two yards wide, which remained the roadway until it was widened in recent years.

When the owners on the east side threatened 1o cut down the big pine next to the road,
Nehemiah Harkness said it did not belong to them because it stood on the line of what the
Harknesses had given for the road. He drove spikes around the stump to prevent their
cutting it, and this preserved its life for another 75 years. (There is a small clipping in a
scrapbook owned by Grace Amold which reads as follows: “1901—Hemlock 90 fi. high
from which 6, 13 ft. long logs were cut. Tree felled on the Harkness land.” However,
this is not the tree to which Georgia refers. Another giant tree, a white pine that stood
about the house, south on the east side of the road was cut in 1903, Its branches spread
over the road. 1t was cut when the road was widened.) This pine, symbolizing my
father’s life is the dedication poem in my little volume of poems and prayers, entitled
“The Glory of God.” ,

It seems fitting and proper to insert that poem at this point.
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THE GLORY OF GOD

TO THE MEMORY OF
MY FATHER

A giant pine, magnificent and old,

Stood staunch against the sky and all around

Shed beauty, grace, and power. Within its fold
Birds safely reared their young, The velvet ground
Beneath was gentle, and the cooling shade

Gave cheer to passersby, its towering arms

A landmark stood, erect and unafraid,

As if to say, “Fear naught from life’s alarms.”

It fell one day. Where it had dauntless stood
Was loneliness and void. But men who passed
Paid tribute—said, “To know this life was good,
It left its mark on me. Its work stands fast.”

And so it lives, Such life no bonds can hold—
This giant pine, magnificent and old.

The above poem was written in 1936,
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The Harkness Family of Hallock Hill—Annotations by Georgia Harkness Page 6

These are not the only Harkness houses. What used to be known as the Asenth Allen
House, at Harkness on the road toward Clintonville, a little beyond the present store owned by
the James Felio but on the other side of the road, was first built by the Harkness place, by the gap
leading to the west pasture, south of the Big Rock, which was a landmark until the road work of
recent years demolished it. It was owned by Nehemiah Harkness and used as a tenent house.
Then it was moved down just north of the present Harkness garage and used by Lewis and
Maryanne LaFountain, Mary being the daughter of Anna Robinson, Nehemiah’s sister. After
they moved to the Casper Banker place in Harkness, (that house though not the store, having
been built by N. Harkness though at one time owned quite a large lot there extending past the
river) the house was again used as a tenant house. In close proximity to the big house, the
children were so troublesome that N. Harkness moved it south again and set it west of the big
pine tree. Here it was occupied in J.W.H.’s childhood by Joe Strong and Harrison Carpenter
(father Will and George), who worked for Nehemiah, and he used to play with their children
there. Then N. Harkness sold it to Alfred Barber who moved it to the Aseneth Allen place. It
was moved twice on the Harkness place without being taken down, but was taken down to be
moved to Harkness. [ am quite sure that this house is still standing, though I do not know by
whom it is occupied. (It burned a few years ago.) The Casper Baker place (Post Master at
Harkness for many years and kept a store) long occupied by the mail carrier James Felio, who
also kept the store there after “Cap” Baker gave it up, is also standing,

The present Harkness horse barn was first built a little south of the present Pulsifer barn,
covering the land occupied by that and some more, and was moved down to its present location
affer 1848 with being taken down. This was when J.W.H. was a baby, shortly after his parents
moved from the small house to the big one.

The tract of land around the former Baker-Felio store and Harkness P.0. above referred
to, extended east to the road that leads to Clintonville, west to past the river, south to past the
Aseneth Allen Place, and north to the west side of the Will Calkins place. Nehemiah Harkness
sold it to Lewis LaFountain, who sold it to Isaac Roberts, who sold it to Casper Baker.
Apparently there were then no houses on it except the one the LaFountains occupied.

(The Cold Spring referred to on Page 2 is still in existence and is just above the Pulsifer
house, on the edge of the woods and water is frequently gotten from that spring, still on Harkness

property.)
The following are items about other houses and farms on Hallock Hill.
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Ebenezer Starks originally owned the Amold place and lived in a log house assessed at
$5. Ebenezer Starks old it to David Harkness, who lived there while Daniel Harkness lived in
what has since been the Harkness place, David Harkness was quite an eminent Quaker preacher.
With his family of ten children he moved to Michigan, leaving no-descendants around Hallock
Hill or the Union area. David Harkness sold the house and farm to Eleazer Arnold, who was the
father of George Amold, who was the father of Bio, who was the father of Frank, Earl, Grace,
David, Dora Ruth and Ray -all now living except David who died in 1963.
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The Harkness Family of Hallock Hill Annotations by Georgia Harkness Page 7

Eleazer Arnold lived there in the big store house until his son, George was married, He
then went over to the corner where his son, Harrison lived on the Edward Hallock place. (This
place has now for some years been occupied by Roger and Irene Martin Bezio who removed part
of the large house, because it was falling into disrepair. They bought the place from Eleazer, son
of Harrison Arnold.)

Edward Hallock had bought the Harrison Arnold place from one of the Rogers, after
buying a farm further west of the corner from Robert Whitcomb and finding it too small to
satisfy his ambitions. He made so much money during the war of 1812 that he wanted to build a
house on a grand scale, went in debt, lost it because he could not meet the mortgage payments
and went insane. He had bought the Robert Whitcomb (Now John McComick) place and the
debt on both the farm and the house was too much for him. For a while, after he lost his farm to
Richard Burling of Burlington, Vt., he lived in the small house a little north of the comer (in
1931 occupied by Henry Macomber) but he died in a mental hospita! at Brattleboro, Vt.in 1845,

Edward Hallock’s brother Isaac had been originally in partnership with Edward, and took
as his share of the setflement the Whitcomb farm. He built a substantial frame house up the Lane
from the Main Road, still in use and owned by John McCormick. He married Phebe Underhill of
the Union, and they had a son David who inherited the farm. David Hallock was the father of
Libbie Macomber the mother of Maude, Cora and Dorthy, and in my childhood the Macomber
family occupied this house (See the article “The Hallocks of Hallock Hill” for more details.)
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HARKNESS “TEMINAL”

Nearly Ready for Use
Station
Under Construction by Delaware and Hudson Co.
Set Qut By Eye Witness

Published in Star Republican, Friday, Feb. 12, 1912

I am asked to give a description of the New Depot at Harkness, It is not very large or
remarkably handsome, but is so much handsomer than any other building the D & H Co. has
ever built on the Ausable Branch that we feel quite proud of it. Its length is one foot less than
twice its width and height to the eaves is about one foot more than one-third of its length. The
_ distance around it is one foot more than three times its length and the sum of those four
dimensions is about 103 ft. ‘

But the most important question is not how long or how wide it is but how many it will
hold. But people are different in size don't-you-know, and much depends on the way they are
packed don’t cher no? So the true way to give its capacity is in bushels, but the size of a bushel
is also in dispute in this locality. '

If anyone who is interested fails to understand from the above figures just how large the
station is, let him ask some school boy or gir! to figure it out by differential calculus or any other
old rules. It is safe to say it will hold thousands of people but not all at the same time.

Its style of architecture is distantly Japanese, but whether it most resembies a pagoda or
kiosk, er a jinrikishe, we will not attempt to say.

Its roof has considerable pitch, perhaps not so much as a pine knot or a tuning fork but
more than is needed in pitching a tent or fighting a pitched battle. The rafters have about as
much curve as the tines of a pitch fork or a pitched baseball, but not so much as the handle of a
pitcher. ' ‘

Roof and sides are all covered with the best quality redwood shingles from the Pacific
Coast. Some what far fetched to be sure, but well seasoned as they need to be for this season
especially. It is said that they are to colored green a very appropriate color, so if you see
anything green about Harkness you can recognize it, at a glance, The platform is truly
Democratic, neither too [arge nor too short, but broad enougt for all practical purposes so that
anyone can stand upon it without distinction “of race, color of previous condition of servitude,”
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The interior of the building is divided by a partition into two rooms, one for passengers

* and the other for freight. If you want to visit the office or see the agent you have to go about
fifty rods to the north-west, not a very convenient arrangement, but capable of great
improvement. The heating apparatus is not yet installed but we expect it will be entirely up to -
date. If at some seasons it is a little too cool for comfort, at others it will be much too warm and
general average will be about right. The building is completely surrounded by telegraph,
telephone and electric light power lines so there should be no difficulty in obtaining all the light,
heat, power and communication needed.

No one should accuse the writer of making light of a serious subject.
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Harkness Terminal

: We are deeply grateful to the General Manager of the D & H system for ordering
the construction of this long needed building. The fear that it may be placed upon castors and
moved to some other locality is enfirely unwarranted. A station that has been established over 44
years and now furnishes $18,000 worth of freight and passenger business for the railroad
annually is of too much importance to be abolished even if other stations have to be established.

Anon,

From the Grace B. Amold Scrapbook
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HARKNESS STATION AND NAME

In making up a list of places of growing importance in Clinton County, Harkness should
in no way be lost sight of. Harkness is a station on the Ausable Forks branch of the D & H
system of railroads between Peru and AunSable Forks.

First as to the name. This was formerly the Whitehall and Plattsburgh Railroad and when
that road was begun to be built in 1867, Nehemiah Harkness, the father of J.W, Harkness, who
owned and occupied the old Harkness farm near here, on which he was borr, and had always
lived, took a job of grading four miles of that railroad near his home and he asked the railroad to
establish a Plank Station here which was accordingly done, and named Harkness Station after
Mr. Harkness. Daniel Harkness the father of Nehemiah came with his brother David to these
parts in 1800 or 1801, from North Adams, Mass., where their father Adam Harkness, a Quaker
lived.

Harkness is located in the town of AuSable, a mile south of the Peru line, five miles north
westerly from Keeseville, five miles south westerly from Peru, five miles north from Clintonville
and about nine miles north easterly from AuSable Forks. Harkness Station is only forty rods
from the little Ausable River, and two miles above the old Quaker hamlet at the Union, the last
vestige of which disappeared two years ago when the remaining church of the Quakers (for even
these peaceable people seemed to have had their little differences and were unable to worship
together) was sold for a dwelling house, Harkness post office is five miles from any other, and
accommodates about one hundred families. A prosperous farming community, which until very
recently (1903) was obliged to go to Perut, Keeseville or Clintonville for their mail and to do their
business.

A year ago, a cream separator was built here by W, Reynolds of Whallonsburgh and
operations were begun on the 8" of May, 1900. Thirty farmers sold their milk here during last
season, the amount taken in per day in June being about 5200 Ibs. This quantity will probably be
considerably increased during the coming season. Last winter Sherman and Allen (Job Sherman
of Peru, and S.S. Allen, Esq. of Plattsburgh, legal firm of Botsford, Merrihew and Allen) built a
steam sawmill here to cut the timber blown down in the great hurricane of last fall. This mill,
which was begun on the 24" of last December and started up in March has a 4-foot circular saw,
with a smaller saw running above it, and a heading machine is also attached. This machinery is
driven by steam from a 100-horse power boiler and a 70-horse power engine and has a capacity
10,000 feet per day of ten hours; but the mill now runs twenty hours per day. About twenty men
are employed, which will be increased as soon as the heading factory gets to running. The head
sawyers are James Annis and 5.G. O’Neil and G.S. Carpenter of Harkness and Benjamin all of
Plattsburgh are engineers, and “Capt” Job Sherman has general oversight. About 4,000
standards or 16,000 logs will be cut here this year, the timber being mostly pine, spruce,
hemlock, oak and maple, These logs are some of them, hauled seven miles,
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One of the pressing needs of Harkness is a railroad station building, When the Whitehall
& Plattsburgh Railroad was built, the neighbors clubbed together and erected a small building for
this purpose which in time fell into such a state of decay that the D & H authorities, a year or two
ago ordered its removal and since then there has been no building there. Passengers are obliged
the hospitable roof of the nearest neighbor, Mrs. Ricketson, for protection from cold and storm,
During the month of January 80 passengers for the train took shelter there, and the month of
February was fully as large. Farmers find it a great inconvenience also to have no shelter for
their supplies which come by rail. Very recently $70 worth of grass seed consigned to farmers of
Harkness had to be sent to Peru by rail for the reason that there was no building here, and it had
to be hauled five miles by team. The D & H Railroad authorities have, no doubt, simply
overlooked this little matter, so small to them, but of so much importance to their patrons.

Formerly this region was in the midst of a stirring business. In the old times, three
quarters of a century ago or more, the Ketshum (sic) iron blast furnace was in full blast a mile or
50 to the west (Elisha Allen, Robert Signor, now Mrs, Katherine Signor Thew) three miles away
the great Etna furnace was in operation, and one of the richest as well as one of the oldest in the
Champlain Valley. This business has gone by, probably for good, but the excellent soil remains
and this should be sufficient for future growth and prosperity in the place.

J. W. Harkness

Published in the Star Republican
Plattsburgh, NY
Fel. 14,1912
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The first station built by members of the hamlet was located on the cast
side of the tracks near the plank platform which was built at the time the
reilroad was built.

The house where Mrs, Sarah Ricketson lived was directly across the
highway on the east side of the tracks. The Harkness Terminal described
by Mr. Harkness built by the Delaware and Hudson Co., was very near
where the old station had been.

When passenger service was discontinued on this AuSable Forks Branch,
the D&H Company carried the “Terminal” away.

Grace R. Amold
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‘mong the oldest deeds on record in the Clinton County Clerk's office
is the one from Zephaniah Platt of Poughkeepsie, County of Dutchess to
Gilbert and Garret Thew of Haverstraw, County of Orange; dated Sept. 5,
1786, For the sum of $250, it gave them twe lots in the town of FPlatts=
burgh (located near the now Plattsburgh reservoir) then a part of the
3000 acres set apart to be sold cheaply to encourage settlers.

They were intelligent, respectable Dutchmen, Their brother, Daniel,
was a member of Assembly from Ora~ge County,

Three years later they sold their land in the town of Plattsburgh .
and on Oct, 19, 1790, Hathaniel Platt, brother of Zephanish decded to
those brothers Gilbert and Garrett Thew for the sum of 10 shillings ($1.25)
300 acres of land situated on both sides of the road extending from the
now Peter Martin farm to the now Harkmess Road, The fact that this land
was given to them proves that they were the first settlers on the 12,000
location, This 12,000 location and meny thousand of acres surrounding
it, except to the north, constituted a vost unbroken wilderness which
no white man except the surveyors had explored, Inte this primeval fors
est moved the sturdy Dutehmen with their wives and children.

Through the middle of the lot ran o beautiful brook which was nover
dry, and on this brook the two brothers built their humble log dwellings,
In later years, they erected two framed houses, one being made of stome
ond wood coubined, which some of may remember as the home of Victor Mertin
end Wm, Carpenter, the former is still occupied by Demase Martin, the
latter was destroyed by fire about 1947,

Three years before Capt, Edward Everett, ancestor of Barl, Margaret
Stafford of the town of Peru, had located cbout two miles to the north
east on land adjoining what is now the Keese homestead, The Everetts
were the Thews necarest neighbors,

Garrett Thew was married twice, H is first wife hoad twin daughters
named Bannah and Rebecca, Hannah married John Osborn, Sr. and after his
death, Bdward Wallock, both pioneers, The sccond wife had four daughters
and five sons, one of the sons being John 8§, Thew, grandfatber of George
and Stephen Thew, and greot grandfather of Mrse B E. Holder and Ethel
Clark and the late Fred Thew and others whom we may know, Betsy, one of
the daughters married David Allen Everett, youngest son of Capt, Edward
Everett, Anna married Bethuel Jones of Willsborough,

Garrett besides being o farmer operoted a sawnill and 2 tannery on
the brook mear his home, It is related that Mrs, Anne Keese (Richard I)
great grandmother of R, Percy Keese sometimes came up through the woods
from her home in the Union and brought on her back a quantity of sheep
sking, from which she had pulled the wool and employed ifr, Thew to tanm it,

The next to arrive were David and John Osborm, who came frot near Bos-
ton, Mags, They bought from the Platts 200 acres on the north side of the
road (which wag later laid out), nearly the whole dietance from the three
cornere to the east line of the present farm of Mrs H . Perlee, David
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built his house in whnt is the Jilliam HeSormick cast field, the site 3
being marked by an old cellar into which stones hove been thrown, Another
house, presumed to be their second, was a frome one nd has been moved to
another part of the farm and used as & hay barn, It is believed that
their first house was a log one ond stood west and south of the frame one,

John Osborn married Hannah Thew and they built their frame house on
the rice of ground forther west and it was converted to a horse barn by
Elihu Hoag who purchased this property from John Osborn which is now owned
and oceupied by William MeCormiek,

It was in the clearing made in front of his house that David Osborm,
in the surmer of 1796 raised an unusual crop of wheat which yielded 40 bu,
per acre, the fame of which spread at lenst as far as Ferrisburg, Vt, and
caused Edward H allock and his brother Isaac to sell their property in Vt,
ond come to this hill which since has born the nome of Holloek Hill, They
purchased the entire land from the top of the hill to the land owned by
the Thews, 680 acres, to the west and by Copt, Edword Everett on the morth,
Later Edward B allock buflt the largest frome house in this port of the
country, the size of which astonished the natives, M e and his brother had
been successful in raising beef and pork and found an excellent market for
the same during the Wor of 1812~14, However, there was o turn of the tide
ond in 1856, he sold hie property to Eleazer Arnold I ond spent the re=-
mainder of his days in o less potemtial home, The old home is now owned

-and occupied by Rog er Bezio,

Isanc Hallock who had purchased the land adjoining the property of
Edward, to the west built a substantial frome house, featuring narrow
gobles and commanding a view of the entire country side and beautiful
Lake Chomplain, This home was occupied by at least three generations and
is the ancestral home of Mrs, Corz Stafford, Mrs, Maud O'Connor and Mrs,
Dorothy Felio, his great grand-daughters,

Edword Hellock influenced his brothermin-law, David Hoag.of Ferris-
burgh, Vt . and others to sell their property and settle here, 8o the
settlement of this community and the destiny of a great number of people
depended upon the weather of that particular sesson and the richness of
the soil which enabled that farmer to harvest an unusuazlly large erop
of wheat in 1796, ’

fbout 1824, Samuel Peasley purchased from the Osborms, land on the
rorth side of the road where in 1840 he built the large brick house Lknown
os the Elihu Hoag (8.J, Gordon and now William McCormick) houe,

John Osborn later purchnsed more sdjoining land to the west, some of
which he 501d to his brother~inelaw Cnleb Southwick who operated z tan
nery on the brook which bares his nome (runs into the 1ittle river near
t he Jackcon B ridge) ond who built a house just west of the stone school
.Douse, . The house burned, the old .cellar.of which, mamy. of.us, have searche.. .
ed for treasures, when we were pupils of Dist, No. 6, now the property
of Clifton Felio, )

John Osborn desiring to ereet a dwelling on his newly aequired land
purchaged the Academy in the Union Village and buklt it into an attractive



one cnd one=half story house; For mmy years, it was occupled by his
daughter and her husband, Joseph Allen, Iater by Frank Fello, Francis
- H ogan and now owned by Mrs, H arold Perlee,

The Whitcorbs purchased s few acres from the H alloeks and built & log
house on the west side of the lane leading to the mrin road (John McCornmick)
It is sald he offered to sell out to H allock for a yoke of oxen but the
deeds read "fo r the sun of $300. WHe later gettle in West Peru, the exact
location ig unknown, H e was a son~in-law of Capt, Everett as was David
Cochran who once lived on a part of the David Hoag farm now the property
of Peter Martin (deceased),

David Cochran was o Captain in the army end was very proninent in the
activities in and around Plattsburgh in 1814 when it wos invaded by the
B ritish, He sold his farm to David H ong and moved to Telegraph St, (Mary
Ryder Mace farm),

At the time of the Wyoning Massacre by the Tordes and Indians in 1778
there lived in that valley a fanily by the name of Baker who excaped death
by the tomahawk by fleeing from their home and leaving all of their possess-
ions except what could be carried on the backs of two horses and came on
foot to Danby, Vt., a diotance of about 200 milea, One of the gons, Reuben,
then nbout 12 years of age grew up in Vermont. After his marriage he came to
Peru about 1800 to Rallock H ill, boug ht a lot, built 2 log house just
east of the north end of the H ar kness road, Four years later, he bought of
Richard H allock, brother of Edward and Isaac, the home of Mrs. Wallace Baker,
now Mr, & Mra, George Goff,

N ext came David ond Da iel Harkness from Massachusetts, Their father
was Adan Harkness, a devote Quaker who became very much disturbed when his
son married -out of meeting,

David Herkmess and his cister, Thankful came from Massachusetts on horse=
_back by way of Willsboro and crosséd the iuSable River at a fordway about .

‘one mile south west of where the village of Keeseville is now located, (Some
where in the vieinity of the Wm, Thompson farm, =~Fordwey Mt.)

David bought in 1797, 50 acres that Steph en Statks hed deeded to lodenme
Park er and other ndjoining lots making about 500 acres, This David Harkness
built the sand stome house in the early 1800's, exact date being 1804,

He was a Quaker preacher and travelled extensively establishing Friend's
Meetings. H owever, the clinate of New York State did not agree with hin so
in 1834, he gold his farm to Eleazer irnold (present Ray and Grace Arnold
Farm) tmd moved to Michigan,

Thankful married William Kirby and settle in the district called Weat
Per u, altho it is in the town of /uSable, at what is known as Kirby's Corners,
They had as on naned /den for his grandfather, Thenkful was the great
grandnother of Ida Kirby Stafford (leon) of whom Vera.Calkins, .Blanche Derby.-.

" *“and Floyd Stafford ore direct descendants,

About two years after the coming of David and Thnkful, their brother,
Dm iel Harkness, grandfather of J,W. Harkness, followed them, He was a
birthright Quaker but he married in 1802 Nabby Cochran, sister of Capt .
David Cochran, and was rend out of the Society of Friends, Daniel and
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Nabby lived in the log house which 3tarks had built on the west side of the
road in what was in later years the orchord, They lived there until 1820 when
the presen t Horkness house begzn to be built, Dmiel and Nabby had three
sons named Mehemish, born 1803, father of J,W, Har kness, Willisn and Love joy.
Love joy died in early childhood. Anna, their only daughter mirried David
Robinson ond moved Westward, Nehemish married Deborzh, the oldest daughter of
David illen Everett ond lived im o log house neor the sough line of the farn
which was later sold to Harvey irmold who made mony improverents and with
his faily occupied it until his decth, The house has been remodled and is now
owned and occupied by Philip Pulsifer,

Deborah, another sister of David and Daniel came to Peru o few years
later, She became the second wife of Stphen Keese, (Now Northern Orchard)
His first wife was Buth H ull and the wother of Stephen Keese Snith who liv-
ed on the Earn now owned and occupied by Richard Stafford, This farm was
once o stetion on the "Under Ground Roilway.,! Mr, Smith meintzined it ot the
tisk of his 1ife and the confiscation of his propertys The old barns till
stands under which is the "secret partition where Negroes were concealed."

When idon H arkness came to visit his som, David, he offered to buy 100
acres, part of the mow Clifton Felio form and make his appresent of it, but
David answered that the 100 acres were covered with great overgrown forest
and he did not care for it, Those virgin pines later proved to be of great
volue to the settlers who purchased thot land, Mmy of the giont trees were
fafted together and dfiven via Loke Champlain and H udson River to Newvkork
in the spring when the woter was hig h, and used in ship building and the
construction of the Few York Water Pront, Some of the bills of sale arestill
legible,

In 1867, when the ’uSable branch of the D & H Railroad was built, Nehen=
ioh Harlmess, a surveyor and father of J.W, Harkness took the contract for
grading four nmiles of the railroad bed near his home, H e asked the R R comp-
any to establish a “plank Station" near where the H allock Hill Rond crossed
the tracks, This was done and the -station was called "Harkmess -Station,™ in
considerction of Neheminh Harkness, Mr, Harkness was an aetive prowoter in
selling and owning stocks in the branch road, Some years later in 1888, the
Harkness Post Office was established which served about o hundred fonilies,
This Post Office could boast of having one of the £irst Rural Free Delivery
nail routes in northern New York, This was largely due to the efforts of
J. Warren B arkness, It continued until 1932,

The station and the post office have since been sbandoned but the hap-
let 8ill bears the nane of H ar kness, It has becote widely known in the last
decade because of the daughter of J.W, Warren, Dr, Georgie Horkness, She
is a proninent educator, lecturer, author of mmy text book on religion, She
is an ordained minister of the Methodist Church,

It is fron the records and writ:.ngs of J.W, Harkness that we have been

. able to conpxle e lorge part.of our local historye- -

fbout 1750, there lived in the County of Dutchess, New York, another
Quaker far ner nmed Flijnh ¥ oag, Like most farners of that day, he knew
how to do other werk besides farming, There is & stone Quaker neeting house
still standing about 18 miles east of Poyghkeepsie which is said to have been

" built by his hands, Z4bout 1789 or 1790 he noved to Perrisburgh, Vt. with




his fanily, consisting of four sons, named, Jos.:, Devid, Jorrtuen oud
Elihu and one daughter, dwmnah, H is eldest son, Joseph beccme famous in
1803 for having a vision in which was revezled to him most of the great
events which have token place in our county, including the Civil inr, the
abolition of slavery ond several events which have since come to pass.
Joserh i his wife, Hulda were listed in the Ferrisburg Quarterly mect-
ing 25 an eminent Quaker preacher, They travelled extensively in Canada and
the United Stntes, at least as far south as Virginia, Hulda Hor eld

the first Friends meeting to be appointed on the west side of Lake Chame
plain at the Peru Union, It is recorded that after arriving et the Lake,
about: nine miles fron her hore in Monkton, Vt,, with an infant in her arms,
she, with 2 man and a woman in company, set out in a small boat, In a
short time they were overtaken by a storn of wind, and rain, They succeed-
ed in landing on an island known as the Four Brothers Islands. (Many have
had a similiar experience since that day,) The next norning they proceed-
-ed on their journey across the Lake having about ten niles to go. by water,
and f£ive by land. This last distance they covered by foot, arriving at

the Union in Peru just in time to hold the meeting which had previously
been appointed, Very soon after a Friends Meeting was set in that place,
and subsequently a Monthly Meeting which was still being held in 1850 when
this record was written. The date given on the State marker at the Quaker
Burying Ground is 1789, The Baptists were holding religious meetings on
the Lake shore in 1788, promoter Isaac Fineh, Howaver, the Quakers built
the f£irst meeting house in the Union about 1799, The Baptiste did mot build
their first church until 1825 and that was in Keeseville.

Jonathan Hoag settled in Lincoln, Vt, and was the fether of Elijah who
came to old Peru about 1825, WHis son Richard lived in Keeseville and
narried lucia Pope, Their home was the present home of Charles Saith,

David Hoag married Elizabeth Earle, sister of Persis lallock and in
company with his brother they went to Starksboro, Vt, There they operat=
ed a grist mill and saw mill which as later destroyed by fire, David
was ouch discouraged when he received a letter fronm Edward Hellock, his
brother~in~law,  Edward advised him to sell out and come to Hallock Hill
and buy a farn where the wheat went 40 bushels to the acre, This he did,
He bought the Cochran farn and some odjoining lots which comprised the
Hoag farm, now owned by Peter Martin (deceased 1966), They had seven
daughters and four sons -- Pliny Barle who was born in 1802, the year his
father bought the farm on H allock Hill, Pliny spent his entire life on
that farn, He varried Eliza /nn Leggett of Chestertown, N,Y, The nun-~
ber of their children was eleven, the same as hig father, The oldest
daughter, Phebe merried George srmold,

Elihu H oag, the youngest son of David H oag was born five days after
the battle of Plattsburghe He morried Ruth leggett, sister of Pliny's
wife, fbout 1851, he bought from the Osborns, twe farms which he couw
bined making one of the finest farms in the town of fuSable. MHere he
resided with his daughter, Ruth /mma (Mrs, He, E, Baker) until .bis.pase-
ing at the age-of Ol This property is now owned by ¥m, MeCormick,

About 1804, Thomas Miller and his wife Keziah came and settled on &
farn of 623 acres which lay on the northwest slope of Hallock R ill,
Miller was a nill wright by trade and a good wornan as some of the
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buildings which be erected still testify, This land was first owned
by David Harkness who in 1812 deeded it to Jereminh Sherrill, who in
1817 deeded it to his daughter Razish Miller, The stonc house on the :
brow of the hill was built by Thomas Miller with the help of his daughters,
In 1822, he and his wife deeded the faorm to Samuel and Cornelia Boothe,
who cared for then during their declining years. Their other daughters

were Phebe who married Mianuel Beardsley, Sally marricd Eleazer srnold and
Betsy married his brother ilvah irnold, Maria married Edward Southwiclc:
Sanue) Boorne sold the Miller farn to Eleazer Armold. Until recently it ¢
was the property of Clifton Felio estate, Last year it was sold to Mr,

and M¥ra. Wild of New Jersey who have begun restoration of the old stone

home, (1966)

Sometime between 1807 and 1810, s man by the nome of Jacob Bowron bought
100 acres which the contented Daniel Harkness refused as a gift from his
father because of those great "over grown pine trees" which eovered it,
Bowron's wife, known as “Aunt Molly" was English, When on the 1lth of
Sept. 181#, the wife and children of Daniel H arkness were standing in front
of their log house listeming to the roar of the camnon and watching the
smoke rise over Cumberland Bay, Aunt Molly came up from her home, her
hands raised ns if imploring Divine aid and exclaining in fervent tones,
"Success to the Brithsh!™ Mrs, Harkness, whose heart was as loyal as her
brother Capt, Cochran who was fighting the red coats in the battle of
Plattsburgh, never forgot how indignant she felt toward her Tory neighbor.

The Bowrons later moved to the Union and lived on the farm later owned
by George H oward. (N ow a part of the Robert Rulfs farn on the Frown Road)
The farn of Jacob Bowron as bought by Eleazer and Daban drnold and they
harvested much of the overgrown pine forest and sold them for ship build-
ing,

When Edward Hallock decided to build the large house on the corner of
Hallock Hill Road and Union Road, he needed a good carpenter so he pro-
nised Ignac Sanborn a house and 5 acres of land if he would do the wood-
work, - The agreenent ®as made and the land measured off, the house built
on the west side of the north slope of the hill, about where the Maconber
house (later moved to the Wnlter Stafford farm, Once known as the LeRoy
Signor home) stood, Everything was finished on Saturday, except for clean-
ing the shavings from the floor, On Sunday, Mrs. Somborne and their child-
ren cane to see their new home, The children gothered in their arms the
shavings and put them into the great open fire place in the north room to
burn, A spark flew fron the fire and in an imstant the house was on fire
and their drean vanished before their eyes,

Early the next morning, Edward Hallock carle with his rien and teams
and other neighbors turned out and the next Sunday norning another new
house, all complete stood where the first one had burned, Thus was born
in this neighborhood the outstanding Community Sp irit which we trust will
live on threngh the ages,

When Samborn's son was merried he huilt his home just south of his
father's, It too burned when it as owned by Joseph Ricketson, whose
heighbors helped hin to rebuild, (Now owned by Donald Robare, Hallock Hill)

Lastly in ny story come the drnold brothers, The same boat that brought
Peter Hallock, the amcestor of all the Hallocks in imerica in 1640, had
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anotherpassenger by the nare of Isaac irmold who is belicwved to be the )
ancestor of all the .rnolds in this country, Strange that these two ten
landing at Frovidemee ihode Island could find their descendants, one hun=
dred and £ifty yeors later, living as neighbors in the same cormunity, nany
hundred niles distant, The Hallocks ceme via Vermont, while the .irnold
cane via llew York,

Isaac irnold was quite promiment in Hational .iffairs. He was chosen
a representative to the Jamaica Convention at Jamaica, long Island in 1673
and either he or his son by the sane name was clected the first judge of
Buffolk County in 1693,

Early in the 18th century there lived in Berlin, Rensselear County
twe brothers, Dyer and Daniel Arnold, Dyer cafie to Hallock Hill in 1810
end bought land between Millers and Bakers, near the foot of the hill,
There on the Baker Brook he built and operated a tamnery. This farn was the
Nelson Quarters farm, now owned by Earl Witherwax, He later moved
west of Peru to what has been known as the Dyer :Arnold Corners,

In 1819, Eleazer, the oldest son of Dendéd .irnold and laban, who was
younger left their father's farn in Rensselaer County and came on foot to
Clinten County, .s they came over from Taylor Hill to Rallock Hill, they
stopped in the road and divided equally between then all of their momey
which was about five dollars, Eleazer hired out by the month to Gilbert
Thew and Laban went to work for his undle Dyer in the tanmery.

About five years later they purchased that much talked about farm with
the overgrown pine forest and several adjoining lots, and later they built
the stone house, now owned by Norman Felio, son of the late Clifton Felio,
Here Laban lived nany years, having narried Katie Beardsley, daughter of
one of the earliest settlers on the suSable River near Clintonville. Two
of his descendants were the late Edith .irnold Riggs and ‘.lbert frnold,
Their home as the present Philip Pulsifer house,

Eleazer narried Sally, daughter of Thomas Miller and in 1825 purchased
fron David Herkness the farm on which he had built the first of thes tone
houses, 1800-1804, This house is known as the .irmold Homestead and his decs-
cendants still occup y the place. There are now there the fourth and £ifth
generations of the .rnold fanily, (Rgy and Grace, 5th; Robert, 6th) April 1,
1856, Eleazer sold to his son, George, the farn and he purchased the Edward Hell
Hallock farn where he lived (Herrison Armold-Roper Bezio Farm) to the ripe
old age of 91, He also bought the Miller farn afore mentioned, (Note: Linda
the daughter of Ray Armold is parried and lives in H arkness) . number of
his descendants still live in this vicinity,

A few years after Eleazer and Laban established their homes here, their
two brothers Alvah ond .shley and sisters, Louise Polly and 8Sally /nn came
and lastly their father Daniel irnold sold his farm in Berlin and followed
his children to W allock H il1, He and his wife lived in the Southwick house
when it burned, ‘after which they lived with their son, Bleazer intthe Edward
Hallock H ouse,

«lvah irmold settled on Raylor Hill, near the brook, later knmown as
the Sanuel Evans Farm, H e married Betsy Miller and raised a large fmily,
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One of their daughtere, Zliza rerried Peter Ricketson (Thomas .Jalsh farn,
Jeseph :llen), They were the irmediste grand parents of Rolland tiaders.

B is nother was ilice Ricketson, Mr. Moders is the present (1967- )

president of the Qurker Union Society, .nmother daughter, Znily .rmold taught

the school on the plains (See irsenzl story) for many years, The school

house was near the rear of the Joseph Turmer house on K ill t., in fecseville,

~shley settled on the plains on the road which runs parallel to the
Hallock H i1l Road into Harkness, He built the large frare house near the brook,
It is known as the Hames McCormick farm now owned by Henry Decker, The land
for the cemetery across the brock was given by /shley .irnold and is called
the irnold Cemetery, The first death in the cormunity was a child of the
{rnolds, hence the first need for 4 burying ground, ither than the Quaker one,
8o they set apart aplot of land from their farm, The cenetery is mow called
the Harkness Cemetery, Many geaves of pioneers of this area will be found
there,

The £irst school district was probably N o, 1 and located on the gouth
5id8 of the Holloek H ill Road mid-way between Edward Hallock and Elihu
Hoag, It doubtless was used at least twenty or twenty-five years, but there
is no record of pupils or teachers, In 1813, there is a record of 2 school
district, "B eginning at Edward Hallocks thence west to where the road inter-
sects that fron Calkins," We beleive this was district No,2 and only preceeded
by the Union icadeny, . :

The school districts were renumbered snd H allock M ill became No, 6, as
early as 1853, This is taken £ron 1853 to 1864, / school tern was ten weeks,
It is surprieing to note the large attendance in this school even though
it was not compulsory, We have an o0ld notebook that gives the dates and
nanes of the p upils in that early school, The book shows as many as fifty
pupils registered for some terms, We find the names of many of the children
and grandchildren of the early settlers, The following are a few taken at
randon fron the register:

Phebe C, Osborn " ¥n. Baxter |+ Hennah srnold  ~ +
Doreas Osborn -Sanford H oag + Maria Arnold
Loretts Osborn+ + - Silas Hoag . + Sally M, arnold  +
W, Jones dnna B, Hoag + Stutely .rnold
Henry Gaing Plinney H oag . Henry Jrnold
N elson Dragoon Phebe Harkness+ Charlotte Hudson
Chas, Dragoon " Jo Warren Harkness * Sarah H udson
Chas, Miller Mertin Baker  # lenora Renifick*
Frederick Ricketson* Casper Baker + John Renefick*
MarthaRicketson* Franklin Baker + Riram Day*
Betsy Reed Elvira Baker + John Raylor*
J?hn Reed an genett Baker + i, Eaylor*
Bilvestor Reed Roby Baker + Susan Barker
Mary Hallock Sophia Quarters liary Barker
I ettie Hallock Francis Rednond Janc Strong

..Phebe Hallgek. ~ Blizabeth Hednord Mariette irnold  +

Bion C. frnold *

+ Those we have known *anilies still living in this ares,



de do not know the date of the stome school house but it is thought 70,
to be before 1853 nnd it is kmown thet J.V, Harkness, H.Z. Beker, G.W,
innis, leon Stafford, Grace Ricketson, Elizab eth Thew were among the teache-
ers in the niddle or late 1300's,

So we have travelled from the top of Hallock Hill to the valley of the
little ‘uJable River, gathering bits of local history which brings to mind
sorething of the great heritage which is ours to enjoy in this wonderful
pert of the world in which we are privileged to live,
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George Shaver whose name was sometimes spelled Shaffer was the
first settler of Clintonville and the discoverer of, in the year 1800
of the first iron ore found in Clinton County at what has since been
known as the ¥inter Ore Bed hecause, as I suppose it was on land on
which it is located was owned by Judge Elisha Winter, (Elisha Vinter
lived on what is now the Perley Stoughton Farm,) (On road between
Keeseville and Clintonville)  J, W, Harkness

George Shaffer was looking for some stray cattle in those hills
and accidentally found what he recognized as iron ore, [ot having the
finances to mine or explore such a project he took the specimen to
John Southmayd and Dr, Eliphlet Stickney. John Southmayd lived in one
of the grey stone houses on the Jay to Upper Jey Road., Stickney lived
on the road from Clintonville to Jay, just across the river. The bridge
hag long been known as the "Stickney Bridge," (Rockwell Kent owns the
property, a famous character and painter in recent years, He did nost
of his pictures on Monhegan Island, off the coast of Maine,)

The ore was discovered on lots 199 and 200, Sonthmayd and Stickney
contacted Elisha Arnold, It was agreed that Arnold would go to New
York to buy the land from Judge Winter, irnold wos asked if he wished
to see the land before going and he said "no,"

In interviewing Judge Winter in New York, the rap of the property
was looked over, Judge Winter discovered that the comppss seemed to
waver along onme of the lines, Arnold said he only wanted the land for
a sheep pasture but he a 1so wanted to own everything above the ground
and everything helow the ground, In this manner Southnayd, Stickney
and irnold hecame the owners of what is now known as the irnold Ore
Bad,

Constructed from a story written by J.i. Harkness

George Shoffer lived on what was for nany years known as the Tindale
forn, but more recently Gee, R, Rankin, Judge Winter lived at one
time on the farm now owned by Perley Stoughton, Other owners have
been Benj. Hatch. Richard Mace, Giles Schermerhorn, The Perky's
and now Mr, Stoughton,
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SUITHDALE /ND #BST PERU

Ag for the past few years a few interested persons have been
making & study of local history in parts of the towns of Feru and
iudable, some very interesting faets have been learned which we feel
should be recorded, "lest we forget - lest we forget,”

LLLEN HILL

4llen Hill is located about one and one=half miles west of the
four corners in the center of the hanlet of Harkness, and runs aloost
* directly north and south for approximately three miles, 4 plateau
forms many acres of farm and wood lands through which flow several
brooks, which in turn become a part of the Little .uSnble River
which flows almost parallel to the bese of the Hill, on the east side,

John /llen, son of Elisha 4llen, lived in Casbridge, Wrshington
County, N.Y., on & faro near his father's before the Revolutionary
War, It was there that his fifteen children were borm, about 1810
John illen and his wife Phebe Duel with ten of their children came
to Clinton County and purchased a large tract of land extending the
whole length of the hill which bears his name, He.gave or sold to
his sons and daughters parcels of this tract of land on which they
built their homes, ' The names of those who came to Clinton County
were Bethuel, Juseph, Wilson, Benjanin, Lydia, Martin, John, Eliza=
beth, Zster and Elisha, '

Jotm illen's children as stated numbered 15 and his grandchildren
127, Elisha II, the youngest son, was born Scpt. 15, 1802, was married
Feb, 2, 1825 to Rispy Phillips, daughter of Benjanin and Hattie ul.gnor
Ph1111ps, and died Horch 10, 1888, They had three children:

sbran P, born M.’:tch 5, 1826, nerried Mary Hennesy January 20,
1881 and lived in Plattsburgh, V.Y,

3zrah G, born april 1836, married iobert Signor sugust 3, 1656
and lived on the Elisha illen Homestead,

David E, born June 30, 1840, married Healthy .llen October 13,
1861, lived in Jay, H,Y,
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Elisha Lllen was executor of his father's estate and had the
homestead at the north end of sillen Hill, which he later sold to
Jack 4llen (it is now Wendell Crowley's surmer home) znd purchased
the Ketchum farm just east of the north end of the Allen H ill Road.
This is kmown as the Dlisha .llen = Robert Signor = Iward Signor
Farn and is now owned and oceupied by Crtherine Signor Thew (¥rs,
Frod Thew) a great-granddaughter, her son Chester and his fanily,

When the iron mines at Armold Hill were being extensively worked,
8idney Ketehum, who had a gtore at the Union in 1836, with two partners
named Hort and French formed the Peru Smelting Company and built fur-
naces at-the brook in the hollow mouth of the house (now Mrs. Fred
Thew's.). They kept a store in whiat was later the carriage house and
horse barn on that farnm,

The Ketchun furnace was & blast furnace, driven by an imzense
over-ghot water wheel said to be 42 feet high and 16 inches wide. The
- water was brought fron a dan near Kirby's Cormer in a ditch that was
dug along the aide of the ravine to a point near the furnace and was
thence carried to the top of the wheel in an 8 inch sguore pipe., The
- renains of this furnace are most interesting and may be explored, HMrs,
Eleanor Spaulding has token some exceptionally fine pictures of it
recently,

The iron ore used came mostly fron Armold H {11 nines and was hauled
by teams of horses over the .llen H i1l koad, There were two other fur-
naces near by, one on the Signor Brook on the farm of the late Willian
Signor Sr,, and the Btnn furnace on the Dillom farn at the site of the
Peru water supply, and others ontthe Little AuSable River at Cooksockie
and Ferona,

Retchun's furnace two miles west.of the Union and the Ltna furnace
three miles west of Peru Village were in their day quite successful -in
the nanufacture of hollow-ware,stoves, plows, and especially potash
kettles which were in great demand for the numberous asheries in all
parts of the surroun ding country, The ashes fron the burning of trees
fron the vast forests was in important product of the times. They were
used in making glass, cerauics and soap, and some was exported,

BUCK HILL is located just west of Allen H ill and runs parallel to
it. It's aettlers were largely Irish, We find some of the homes have
fallen into great disrepair and others have disappeared entirely, while
a few have been preserved, The farming land in many instances has re=-
verted to wood land, nuch of which is still owned by descendants of
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these first settlers, It has always been considered a "happy hunting
ground" inhabited by bear, deer and small game, e call to nind the
good Irish names of Rymm, OfNeil, Downs, Murphy, liitchell, Boyce, Cor-
nan, MeCarty, Sullivan and others who established hores there, They
were hard-working, industrious, happy, Eun~-loving people who have con-
tributed their share to the commnity, Besides being farmers and woods-
nen many worked intthe iron nines at /rmeld and Pulmer Hill, and at the
iron works at Clintonville, which in 1825 was an incorporated village
vith a population of about 6,000, The first special~delivery letter to
come to Clinton County came to the Clintonville post office,

48 we descend the hill from Buek Mill coming east toward Kirby's
Corner, we pass the Jndrew Gordon homestead, the birthplace of Joseph,
Robert, indrew Jr, and Eliga (narried Linus Calvin) Gordon; the place
is now owned and occup ied by Thomas Gorman, .ilso we pass the Richard Thew
Thew home, a graddson of the first settler on Hallock Hill, This farm
iz now owned and occup ied by Mrs., Ray Banker and son Kenneth, the 4th
and 5th generations, On the corner is the Kirby home later owned by
leon and Ida Stafford and son Floyd, the 3rd and 4th generations, now
owned by the Barker fanily,

Just north on the same gide of the road (west) is the site of the
"Little Rad Schoolhouse™ now removed fron there, which was the second
schoolhouse to be built in what fs called West Peru, although it is in
the Town of /uBable,” The first was a stone schoolhouse on the brow of
the hill to the east of the Kirby Corner, It was here that the first
ifethodist church services were held in 1825 under the leadership of
Robert York 8r,, = local preacher under the Peru Circuit, The Method-
iste from Hallock Hill also a ttended services here for several years,

Much eredit is given to Robert York Sr, and his son Robert York Jr,
both local preachers, and to Rev, Benjamin Poneroy of the Peru Cireuit,
for their part in building the White Church of West Peru in 1853, on land
donated by H enry Signor north of the red schodlhouse and of the road
leading to the Wilson Lllen fsm, nearly opposite the Cametery, *n 1907
the church was taken down and rebuilt at the f our corners at Harkness,
and the Methodists of West Peru and H arknese were united,
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" The Signor families came to the New iorld, dmerica, where they
expected to £ind freedon, both religious ond political, For a time
they lived at Mine Partners in Duchess County during the Revolution-
ary war, 1In 1762 they moved to Danby, Vt, and about 1810 to Old. Peru.
Joel Simmor located on the farn where his son Charles Sr. and his grond-
son Will%m:l Sr, have since 1ived, The house Joel built has been demolish-
ed and the present house nearby was built by his son Charles, Lt is now
the home of Jr. and Mrs. Ralph Boyd (Constance Signor 4th gemeration.)
Henry Signor married Almira Hunt and settled on what is known as the
J anes Stafford farn, They had four children, nately, Robert who married
Sarah Aillen and lived on the Blisha 4llen fam (grandfather of Catherine
Signor Thew); Cornelin who married Dudley iyres and 1ived where Gordon
B oyd now lives, on the next farn north (their great-granddaughter Muriel
Bennell married Richard Stafford); Hemry Jr, who married Louise Calkins
ond lived on the farm east of the Calkins School Cormer, now owned by
Vietor Wolker (they lated moved to Burlingtom, Vt,); Wealey sho married
Ellen H ull, their son Charles a lawyer and daughter Boma Signor Banker
lived in Plattsburgh,

If we take the road to the left as we reach the home of Gordon Boyd
we will pass where once a very small log house atood which was the home
of "01d Black Jerry" as he was always called, No doubt he was once &
slave and had no other name, He was spoken .of as & nice old colored
gentlenan, and in his old a ge was cared for by the neighnors, 6n this
road also wns the farn of Hynlmer Bemmett, a large part of which is now
owned by the Terry Mountain Rod & Gun Glub and made into a recreation area.

We also pass the site of the Joseph Gordon homestead, the birthplace
of Sa muel J, Gordon, Jennie Gordon Boyd and Sarah Gordon Boyd, now owned
by Gordon B oyd, .8 we come to the end of the road we arrive at the

"York Place"; Robert York Sr. came from Bng land about 1825 ands oon.was .

searching for a pleasant spot on which to build a home, - He deeided -on
this spot a little west of Mr, Etna, now cormonly called Huckleberry Mt,
as it reninded hin of the place ghere he lived back in England, He was
a fine workman and stone mason, and built an attractive stone house where
he and his family dwelt the rest of his life, H e bhilt the stone church
in Peru Villege, now the Cotmunity Church, His son Robert Jr. in later
years went to live with his son Henry York in Chesterfield, Essex County,
The York Flace was next owmed and oceupied by Mr, and Hrs, Clarence Allen,
grandson of the founder of fllen Hill, and was the birthplace of their
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three sons, Clinton, Hiram amd Jillian [llen, The old stome house has
been derwlished bu the property isstill owned by the Allens,

SMITHD.LE was naued by the fanily of Smiths who settled in the
"dale" near the brook northeast of the grea just described, Bemjooin
Snith eame £ron Dartmouth, New England, in 1802, bought a square nile
of land, married Elizabeth Keese (the first wedding in the newly built
Quaker Meeting House in the Union) had a family of eight children of
which the oldest son was Stephen K, Besides farning, he was engaged in
rofting lumber to Quebec, They first lived on the part south of the
road ealled the Hennesy farm, now owned and occupied by Edward MeCornick,
and loter built the stone house now owned and occupied by Joseph
Schofield, In 1852, Stephen K, Smith bought fronm .brahan Haff the
faro near Peru now owned by the Walter Stafford fanily, A cheese factory
was built at the brook at Smithdale, operated for many years by .i, D,
Boorhower, "Smithdale cheese™ was of excellent quality and gained a
wide reputation locally and was often shipped abroad, The next farn
east of the brook now owned by James .illen, » descendant of the original
settler on .llen Hill, was a part of the square mile purchased by
B enjanin Soith, . P

As we leave Smithdale and travel east we reach the homestead of
Turner Calkins, later owned by James Black, now owmed and occupied by
¥r, and Mrs, William Gignor, Next is the Calkins School Corners, the
School was purchased by Edward MeCormick and moved to Smithdale, Below
this corner is the Seth C, Calkins home now owmed by Vietor Welker,
Turning toward Harkness at this corner we pass the home built by Sidney
..Reynolds whose wife was Julia Calkins.. The large house on the.brow.of
the hill with its commanding view of lake Charplain and the Green Mogn~
. tains of Vermont was the honestead of John 8, Thew, son of Garrett Thew
of H allock Hill, and is now occupied by George Thew, 3rd gemeration, and
by Mr, and Mrs, John illen a descendant of the .illens of .llen Hill, ad
is Mrs, Sylvester Foley who lives nearby on the Signor Road. The Richard
Turner - Seth H, Calkins honestead next, is one of the oldest fanily
hones, having B een in the family since 1818, It is now the home of
Kenneth and Mrs, Eomett Calkins, Gilbert Calkins owned and operated the
£ arn adjoining on the south, later he sold and moved to Hillsboro, The
house has been demolished and replacedby a more modern one by Willian
Walker, the present owner,
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The house on the tormer near the bridge over the Little ..uSable
River was owned for many years by lirs, Sarah Ricketson and son Joseph,
Later it was the home of lemuel Baker and family, and now owmed by Paul
Soulier, The only surviving son of Lemuel Baker is Myron who resides
nearby across the bridge,

We now come to the old Harlmess Post Office established in 1888
with Casper W, Baker as first postmaster and continuing for 33 years.
He also kept a store where you could find ealico by the yard, crackers
out of z barrel, lamps, wicks and chimneys, and PENNY CAMDY, where of

course we nust stopp.

This brings us to the four corners where the Harkness Church stands,
nentioned earlier in this article,

Written by Miss Grace Arnold

NOTES ON THE ALLEN FAMILY

John 4llen I who purchosed all of illen Hill when he came from
Carbridge, Washington County N,Y,, with ten of his childrem, is believed
to have homesteaded near the top of the long hill, This farm was later
known as the Jack .llen Flace and was the home of ideline wllen Baker
(iirs, Martin Baker), It is now the summer home of Wendell Crowley.

Beuthuel /llen 1is believed to have lived farther to the south. later
the house was occupied by his son Harvey and daughter Caroline, both un-
narried. The house burned,

Joseph Lllen married Roby illem, lived on (later) Clinton illen Farm,
now Harold Smith's, Daughter Phoebe married Stephen Farish, built house
at south end of illen Hill, Son Jonas married :;sencth Baker, lived at
Harkness, Daughter Jane married Mr. Wood, lived at Lake Tlacid, Son Joseph
married Latitia Johnson, lived on illen Hill, Son Hiram married Angeline Bragg
Bragg, lived at (now) Smith Farm, They were the parents of Clinton, Joseph,
4lbert, Clarence and Roby ..llen, Present survivors are Mrs, Herbert
Stafford and Mrs, J, Fields of Rochester, N,Y. and Clinten and Hiram .llen
of Feruj also Marian Gordon of Schenectady, indrew Gordon of Rome, H.Y.,
lawrence and Lewis Gordon of /uSable Forks and Howard Gordon of Fennsylvania,
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John II 1lived on .llen Hill, 12 children all settled elscwhere,

Uilson £llen mnocrried Elizabeth fllen Mosher, lived on the farm
where their son Highland and daughter Fhoebe spent their entire life,
now the summer home of the Vietor Crowley family, Their son Jilson II
bern in 1838 was 2 recruiting officer during the Civil War and traveled
as for south as Virginia where he met and married in 1865 Mary Read, born
in Glasgow, Scotland, He purchased the farn west of the white Church at
the end of the road, They had seven children: /ndrcw, Charles and Robert
all deceased, and Virginia, Celia, Sally, Bell and Pauline who all went to
Montana, '

Benjamin /llen married Elizabeth Signor, homesteaded on the farm
where their son Henry and daughter Jannette 1ived (both mnmarried) known
as the Joseph Gordon Farm on Allen W ill,

Lydia Allen narried Turner Calkins, lived on Calkins homestead, had

five children: Warriet married John Osborme, Hallock Hill
41len married Ann Eliza Hewitt, Norwood, N,Y.
Catherine married Sandford Hewitt, Goshen (Burrell Orchard)
Phoebe unmarried, lived at Seth Calkins homestead
Mortin married Mary Brockway, Peru, later went west
Gilbert narried Julia Okcott, 2nd wife, Calkins Rd, then Willsb,
Seth H, narried Elizg Jones, Calkins Horestead

Martin Allen settled in Plattsburgh, daughter Glsie was 2 frequent
visitor to 4llen Hill,

Esther Allen married Istael Jackson of Feru, ancestors of Mrs, ¥m,
LaDue of Plattsburgh,

Elisha Allen marriéd Hattie Phillips, lived first at the Jack illen
place on 4llen Hill, later purchased the Ketehun farn since known as the
Elisha Allen - Robert Signor - Edward Signor - Mr, & Mrs, Fred Thew and
Chester Thew farn,
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Vritten by Misa Grace E, Armold

Fron the Signor Genealogy loaned by Catherine S, Thew we learn

that the Signor faniiy originally care fron Gernany on the west banks

of the Rhine, During the years 1708-1709 they with thousands of others

: went up the Rhine to Holland.seeking passage to the Hew World im hopes

of £inding both religious and political freedom, They set sail fron

‘England in 1710 in a fleet of ten small wvessels, encountering storns

and hardships, In June the largest boats of the fleet landed on what

is now Governor’s Island, but 470 had died and another 200 died of

fever on the I_sland. The widows and orphans were quartered in New
York City and many of the orphané were "boarded out" to learn a trade,
Jon Sickener, his wife inna and seven year old son-John Jacob were
a mong the passengers, but Jon had died either at sca or on Governor's
Islond, leaving John Jacob who was to become the ancestor of the Sick-

ener { Signor ) family in ireries,

Ye noved to Rhinebeck, N,Y, in 1733, merried Christina Schreiber
in 1734, They had seven children, In 1773 John Jacob and twe sons

signed a pledge to support the Contimental Congress, The names of four

of the sons appear on therolls of Nine Partmers of the Duchess County

Militia during the Revolutionary War,

John Jacob's son Johannes was married in 1762 te Hannah Schafer
and they had eight children. Tﬁey noved to Damby, Vt, in 1785 with
six ch»i-ldrp;n. ~Their -sixth-Son John Jri Harried 5411y Willldns, a dir<
ect descendant of Roger Williams of Rhode Island, They had three s ons,
Henry, Philip and Joel, Henry and Joel afe nentioned on page U of this

article, Fhilip married Irena Hunt, sister of Henry's wife ilmira, and

they are the ancestors of Emily Mclasters of the Morrisonville Road end

Mrs. ‘rena datson of Tlattsburgh, and her brother the late Ralph Signor,




PRICES OF GOODS 1)) YE:RS .60 80,
Bn tries from Daybook Found Recently in Peru

In clearing out the barn of the late Mes. H . H. Everest of peru, an
old scrapbook was found thot was only partly £illed with clippings from
various papers in which they had been printed, Dates upon some of those
clippings show that most of them were printed in the 40's of the last
century and it is believed that nothing has becn put into it in the last
60 years,

But to the student of local history, by far the most intercsting part
of the hook is the half not filled with clippings, On the inside of the
cover are the words "Day Book Letter I" which shows that cight such day
books known by the letters from A to H respectively had been filled Lefore
this one was begun, Though the merchant's name does not appear upon the
back it probably belonged to Lott and .sa Elmore, There are about 100 pages
£illed with charges of goods to the dustomers and judging by the number of
nages they have been & large share of the inhabitants of old Peru, The
earliest date on which a charge was made wos Sept, 17, 1810 and the latest
that is not covered by the clippings is June 4, 1811, which shows that the
book wasin daily use one hundred years ago, and not only tells us who liv-
ed in the town at that time, but the prices that were charged for the goods
that they bought,

The merchant or firm, whoever it was, dealt in dry goods and wet goods,
hardware and soft goods, drugs, groceries and everything that is usually
found in a country store and sore things that are quite unusual, Besides
the general retail husiness at least onc other firm of dealers were supplied
with goods at wholesale prices which were as the entriea plainly ahow
only 33 1/3 per cent, abové first eost. H ow much profit on the retail trade
we can only judge by inferring that it was probably conmsiderably cmore than
the wholesale profit, As an example of those wholesale transactions I will
quote verbatin ome entry which is dated 1810, 20 nowm: i

"Josish & Son ¥m, Willard Dr,

To your bill of good from

our store at first cost $813.42
To our profit on the above 271,14
To 1 emptBarrel 1,25
To  Peac Bumbesett 30 yd 4/4 first cost 16,25
To our profit on the Peac above 5,44 :
To 1 doz tapes with our profit 1/4 2,11
To 1 pea of welvett Rbn with profit 1.86
$1,131,36

The little nistake of $20 in adding the above figures was in favor of
the merchant ond increased his profit to about 35 3/4 per cent, instead of
33-1/3,-+0f course no one would insinuate that’"the nistake was made on pur-
pose, and to find it now after the lapse of one hundred years will neither .
hurt the merchant nor help the custeomers, At another time Josiah Willard
was charged with a bill of goods amownting to $1,357.86, of which $332,28
vas "our profit on the above,"

A few words concerning the Elmore brothers moy not be aniss, lott,
John and isa Eloore were among the earliest settlers of Peru, In fact,
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lott Glmore is scid to have been the first white man married in the town,
his wife, haviny boen bary, daughter of Jillism Hay, the first white settler
who lived mear the lake shore a little south of the present location of the
Flattsburgh town linc from 1772 till after the battle of Valcour of which
he and his £aaily were witnesses, The narriage of his daughter to lottl
Eloore was December 17th, 1788, four years before the Town of Peru was taken
fron Plattsburgh,

John Elmore was a farmer, who lived on the farm now owned and occupied
by Hobart T, Fuller, and :sa who becane Lott's partner in the store, was
the father of Mrs, Everest and her brothers Selueia, #ashington and Franklin
ond possibly others, If there are any wistakes in the above statement they
are like those of the merchant's accounts, entirely unintentionzl.

-Where the Willard store is located is doubtful about being a person now
living that can tell, but one iten in this book indieated that it was on
the lake at Peru Landing or at Port Jackson, now known as Valcour, This
iten is as follows: .
: "in, Willard Dr,
to 1 ink stond delivered at the lake 1"

but the one who delivered the ink stand had something else to take for thhe
iten inmedintely preceding that one says

"Zephaniah Retchum Dr.-
‘to one large stone pot
Delivered at the lake 90"

It may be proper to say for the benefit of those whose memory does not
reach back so far, that the store of lott and isa Elmore was at Hackstaff's
Mills, the place now knowm as Peru Village, and was either the same build-
ing or ot least upon the same ground now occupied as R, W, Haff's hardware
store,

-1t -is not nyyintention tb nentl.on ‘the natks of nany of “the custoners
or totell what they bought., Of ccurse, ‘they are all dead ond gome and
their children have followed them but many of their descendants are still
living,

¥y ovjeet in writing this is to show what prices were charged for various
cormiodities onc hundred years ago ond let each reader decide whether or
not he could have lived cheaper then than now,

Lf eny doubt exists that these prices were charged they may exanine the
daybook and sec for thenselves,

Here are the prices charged for soue of the dry goods: 1 yard eslico
48 cents, 1/2 yerd ealico 29 cents, 1 yd cambric 66 cents, 1 yd coobric 62
cents, 1 yd fine canbric 82 cents, 2 handkerchiefs 1,50, 2 % yds nwslin
At 38.cents,. 1% yds.broadeloth- 420, 1 handkerchief 88 conts; ‘1" Handkér - -
chief 2,00, 1 yd linen 56, 3 yds bro'\dcloth 9,76, 4 yd tabby velvet B4,
1 paper pin 25, 1 ox pin 14

A few kinds of hardware were charged as foll ows: Cut nails 20 cents per
pound, wrought nails 23, shingle nails 25, glass 12 4 cents pr light, stell
38 cents per pound, Barlow knife 25, 1 set knitting pins 4, 1 grindstone
8,04, 1 pruning knife 34, 3 tablespoons 48, 1 saw mill saw 12,00, 1 pr




flat irens 1,13, 9 1rs aujur ot 15 cents, 64, 82,
The price chorped for sugar was 23 cents per 1b, salt 1,75 per bushel,
Bysen tea 1,30 per pound, Hyson skin 1,25, Behea 70, iblasses 1,25 per gal.

1 have by no ncans exhausted the list for this enterprising firn dealt
in drugs ond medieines, leather of all kinds, pokk, butter, oils, stoves
and other things too numberous to mention, but the sbove will show how prices
ranged 100 years ago, ‘

J.W, Harkness
Peru, New York

Printed in the Press Republican
July 1, 1911

A copy is in the scraopbook owned by
Miss Grace .rnold and one is on Microfilm
at the Plattsburgh Public Library,

Note: Fron Grace .irnold Serapbook: ".sa and lott BElmore Opened "old Red
Store" at Peru in 1810, .sa and Lott Elmore built the "old Red Staore"
at Peru about 1810 and engaged in trade either in partmership or alome a
great nony years, lLott Elmore built the store now occupied by J.B,
White, Franklin Elmore, son of Asa succeeded his father and carried
on the business on the old site for many years. (StoreWine and Liquor)

Fron Reniniscances and Barly H istory of 0ld Peru, 1913

"One of the pionecrs was Asa Elmore, who came fron Westninster, N.H.
He had six children --Sclucia, Washington, Franklin, lewis, Maria and
Jennette (Mrs, H,H, Everest), Washington Elmore built the house where
the Elmores now reside (Percy J, Brown, 1966)., Franklin inherited the
business of his father, Franklin sold goods for many years in the

old brick store, Mrs. Jemngtte Everest, whon most people remember,
provided in her will an endowment for the care of "God's .icre" for all
tice," Jennette Everest died in Peru Feb, 10, 1908, in the 94th years
of her age. (Grace .irncld Scrapbook)

“Elrore F, Elrore, a grandson of Franklin” who died in 1953 willed his
estate to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of snimals, The
farn is now owned by Orville Bonville who looks after animsls abandoned
or to be destroyed, 1966
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RAMINISCENCES OF AN OLD C:MP MEETING ’

J. 9. Harkness Tells Bit of Loczl Uistary which 01d Timers will injoy

The following account of a canp neeting in the Chanplain Distriet
of lew Yerk is taken fron a letter of Rev, Buel Goodsell to the Hethodist
and printed in the issue of December 1875, The most rcharkable staterent
that it contains is that there were at the camp necting hetween 300 and
400 temte although there were at that time onlg three Methodist churches
in that District west of the lake,

The first comprceting we held this season was in the Town of Feru, K.Y,
on the western shore of Lake Champlain, & most beautiful situation,

The tine appointed for the comrencement of this meeting wae Thursday,
the first day of September,

That neeting was probably upon land now owned by L.L, Dey gbout one
nile north of Valeour Station, There certainly was a similar meeting,
though perhaps not half as large as the ome above described, on that Day
encarpient in the carly fifties, not later than 1855,

Rev. Buel Goodsell, the writer of the above account wns Presiding
Elder of the Champlain District of New York Conference, It being cight
years before the Troy Conference was organized, This Chmplain District

- lay both sides of the lake, the only charges in New York in 1825 bemg those of

¥hitehall, Ticonderoga, Peru and Chazy, There were a few Methodists in
Plattsburgh but they had no church til 1831 and no pastor in 1825,

3lder Goodsell married .daline, deughter of Natham Ferris of Peru,
she lived on what is now the Edwin Lapham farm, He took her to Mew York
and there on Mov, 5th, 1841, their son Danicl &, Goodsell was born. Daniel

_1lived with his grond fother in Peru some of hic boyhood years, attended

school-in Keeseville .icadeny in 1854 -and-1855-at-the same time with-Joseph - -
Gook of ‘Ticonderoga ond Louis Beaudry, ~Both' Goodsell and Gook becate

famous preachers, lLouis N, Becudry was the founder of the large French
Methodist Church in the center of Montreal, He was born in Urown Point,

Copied from ..rlina Taylor Thompson scrapbook,



"' . STORY OF 8k,
THECFORT K3NT TO HOPKINTON RO.D
LID -
THE PORTHJEST B.Y ROAD

" i letter written by James D. Esty to which Mr, Harkness replied.
Robinsdale, Suburb of Minneapolis 2, 28, 1824,
To the Editor of the Bssex County Republican:

48 T wae stopping with my sister, Mrs, R,T. Danker and read your
paper every week and read what Mr, Harkness is writing cbout your iron
nines and iron works and the roads, and the bridges. 1 was greatly
interested in it,. It wakened Temenmbrance of my boyhood home, for I
was born and reared in the 4uSable Valley and lived therc until I was
20 years old, then came west, a few short years ago, as it seens to nme,
1 worked in some of those iron works and drew iron from thenm to the Lake,
fron Clintonvillé to Pert Douglas, from Black Brook and /uSable Forks
to Tort Kent, and one winter to Plattsburgh in the Civil War tines and
drew ore from Palmer Hill to Clintonville and .irnold Hill to the same
place, also from "Winter Ore Bed". The last time it was worked, in 1873,
the company cleaned it out and got out a few tons of ore. It cost too
ruch and they left it. The vein was too thin, and lay flat, and they
had to mine too much rock to get it, They sent ne to draw it away.- Some
joh over those mountainroads, that had not been used for 8 or 10 years!

1 would like to ask Mr, Harkness if he has amy dates, so that he can
tell when the old Military Road was built frem Port Kent te Hopkinton,
and the plank road from .uSable Forks to Port Kent, iell, this is getting
too long, so will close,
: Janes D, Esty

Mr, J,¥, Harkness Replies to Mr. Estes' letter,
Harkness, N.Y. March 10, 1924,
Editor of Republican:

The open letter of James D. Egty in your last weck's issue was
of great interest for it told us when the last nining was done in the
Winter Ore bed, and that was a point on which we needed infermation., I
suppose that the mountain road along which he drew that last ore was the
dugway on the side toward the E.H, Keith farn now owmed by Collins,

Hill Mr, Esty please tell us whether ore from that nine was ever
drawn directly down the steep road toward the Joseph Leardsley farm
buildings?

The Tort Kent and Hopkinton tu Nas made about 1827,.. It was
~plantbdAhd 1Y have been begun as y as 1828 or 1829, Its length

was ahout 80 niles, and fér three~fourths if not seven-eights of that
distance it vwas a new road through first growth forest. The road fron
Biminghan to the Shaffer farn or Tindale farm above Clintonville hed

been used for years but above that farn the old road ran over the “plains"
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. ]
"to the forks of the river," where it corssed into Jay, or Lalloery's
Dugh, as it was then colled. [torting from Fort dent there was about
twe niles of new read, then ahout o nile of old, and cne or norc of new
to 3irizinghan, ‘

I do net know when the road from .uSable Forks t¢ Fort kent was first
plenked, It was not before 1830 and may have been scvercl years later
than that, On June 25, 1830, a surveyor named Samuel Ynith ran the lines
for the lower road through the village of Clintonville, The ¥.K. & H,
turnpike had heen made over the hill where the Macndam Road is now, but
the planks were afterward laid on the lower road mnear the "Rolling Works
and neil factory." The distance as Spith neasured it "fron the tavern
house in Clintonville occupied by L.N, Ranson" to the turnpike “on the
westerly side of Noctor Beardsley! s orchard” was 185 rods, With the
exception of that distance through Clintonville, 1 believe that the
course of the plank road was the sape as that of the turnpike.,

I do mot think that turnpike was ever a Military Road. Beyond Ausable
Forks it went through Black Brook to the tell gate where the road to
Pranklin Falls left it, then turnmed to the right and ran by Sampson Fond
now known as Silver lake to Union Falls and from there across Franklin
County through the towns of Franklin, Duane, and Dickinson to Hopkinton
in St, Lawrcence County,

J. ¥, Harkness

Published in the Essex County Republican March 28, 192k,
Mr, Harkness Tells Jbout The Northwest Bay Road
Published in the Essex County Republican .pril &4, 1924

then this series was begun, it was my intention to wrote about old
roads near Recseville and thus far that plan hae not heenm altered until
now, but while writing about the Fort Kemt and Hopkinton turnpike, 1
have thought of another old road that connected Hopkinton and Lake o
Chemplain and there are 85°iéfly réaders of the Republican who -now. 1ived. on
or near that réad, it seems as if anaccount of it uay be accepted by
sote,

On page 207 of iinslow C, Watson's History of the County of Essex,
N.Y., we £ind this statement, “Munerous apiropriations have been made
by the state for the construction of public roads, which traverse the
county in various directions, One of these opened many years since, ex-
tending fron Westport to Hopkinton, traversing Elizabethtown, and the
gorges of the Keene Mountains, and the plains of North Zlba, penetruted
what was then denoninated, the fifty niles woods."

In the sumner of 1870, the next year after the History was published,
I visited that part of the "fifty nmiles woods," that lies between Paul

Smith's hotel on St, Regis lake and Mencham lake mear “he road to Molone, . .

s, 4saConeCollugy- the man For- whot MoCST 1M E " Rats] was aftérward
naned was showing his brother-in-law, H.J, Jacobs and ce some land that
had been owned by my father who had recently died, :bout a half-nile
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Port Kent-Hopkinton ~nd lorthwest lay loads

southwest of eachan Lakz, we saw a narrow grass openine in the

dense woods on our left as we went north and Mr., MeCollun told us that
wes the old Uorthwest Bay Rond, Not being very well informed, I asked
hin where tlorthwest Jay was and he told me at Jestport on I/ Cher: lain,
U+ r1so oaid that the road went to Hopkinton, ot. Lawrence County,

The part that we saw there in the north part of the town of Brighton
leoked as if it had heen abandoned for many years and might never be used
again, but if you will now look at any auto map you see that that piece
of road that branches of the left a little south of Meachan Lake and
runs to Santa Clara is glood recadam, and that is the sane grass grown
trail we saw in 1870,

The above quotation from iatson is almost the only reference to that
road to be found in history but proof of the road's existence is not lack-
ing., On the map of issex County published in 1859, if you will look for
the Town of Nurth Zlha you will find the road that runs to Saranac Lake
the words "State Road" and on the map of Franklin County is the History
of Clinton and Franklin counties published in 1880 across the square that
represents the town of Duane are printed the words "Northwest Bay Road."

Besides the four Essex County town mentioned by Watson that road
erossed a carner of St, Armand, the first Pranklin towns of Harrietstowm,
Brighton, Duane, Brandon, and chkmson and pnrt of Hopkmton in ot, Law~
rence, or eleven towns in ally : S

How if the Hopkinton which was the western terminus of those two state
roads from Port Kent and Westport on Lake Champlain had heen a city or
even a large and important village, it might be easier to understand why
it needed those outlets to the lake, That Hopkinton has never been any-
thing but a hanlet, .ccording to the Gazeteer of New York, it had only
20 houses 1in 1860 and 40 years later it had the reported by the census of
1900 alrost exactly ‘nalf the" populatlon of our llttle v1.11age of Schuyler
Falls,

To find a reason for the state appropriation for the comstruction of
that Northwest Bay Road we need to know facts about the founder of Hopkin=
ton, First let me quote two short sentences, from page 578 of French's
Gazeteer, "The first settlerent in the town was made by Roswell Hopkins
in 1802," "Judge Hopkins built the first grist mill in 1503,"

So we see that he was an influential mon or he would not have been
called Judge Hopkins, but that is not all that is known about him, If
we consult the Mew York State Civil List we f£ind that the Memmer of
/issenbly who represented 3t, Lawrence County in the legislature of 1810,
1811, 1812, and 1813 was this same Roswell Hopkina, If he had enough
influence with the voters of his county to be elected to the Legislature

~~for four-years-in-suceession ig-it not-reasonable to :suprose that- he-could:, -

influence his fellow members to vote for an appropriation to construct
a highway fron his home to the lake? Of course, it was a goad thing for
all of the towns it passed through, No,doubt, it was perfectly proper
to get that appropriation to open that road, but if Judge Hopkins had
lived in some other village, the road might not have gone to Hopkinton,

The Port Kent and Hopkinton turnpike was made 15 or 16 years later,
Judge Hopkins wns not then & Member of Assembly and perhaps it was not
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through his influence that the turnpike was nade but the fact that it
stopped at that sare little hamlet in what was then the baclwnods of
3t. Lawrence Co,, is one of the reasons which I will not attempt to
explain,

Vorious changes have been nade in the location of the Northwest Bay
Road through what Yatson aptly calls “"the gorges of Xeen Mountain, and
the plains of Worth Elba," and "the fifty miles woods," but to deseribe
the few of those changes that have been made within ny lifetime or re-
renbrance would nake this story too long, I will however say that when
John Drown's body was taken to his grave in Decenber 1359, it was probaj-
ly not through the gorge of the Cascade Lakes, then kmown as Lung Fond,
but through another gorge that lies north of Fitchoff ibuntain,

J.4, Harkness.

lotes: 1966

The Shaffer farm or Tindale is currently the Willianm B, Rankin
family, One of the last owmers of the Henry Mould nansion on Main St.
that was town down to make way for the Route 9N through Keeseville, was
#illian Tindale who owned that £arm "up the River."
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lotes: The Lort lent to Fopkinton Road

-

The I.1, Zeith farm later owmed hy Melvin Edwards and after that
Sernard Tollins. The land is now owned hy Rohert tiureray is located on
the nerth side of the road to Clintonville, The house stocd on the north
side of the road near where the old milk house still stands perched on
top of a hank, The hirhways engincers did not sce Fit to remeve it when
a iacadan Road was built in abeut 1908, R.T. Mace wos the supervisor,

"Over the plains" probably means over the old dry bridyge road, which
was abandoned in 19 when a new road was nade to the Base,
Yo, and discontinued in 1965, It is on the road fror Heorkness.
to «suGable Forks, (rthur Twa, Supervisor, The Base is in Blackbrook.

"To the forks of the River" from which iuSable Forks derives its name,
The following note is submitted by Grace N, irnold: "Two branches of the
Big iuSable, Bast and West hranches, The Bast branch is the outlet of the
lower AuSable lake and £lows through Reene Valley to Keene, Upper Jay, Jay
to .uSable Forks where it joins the West branch, which rose near the oot
of Mt, Matcy, flows through High Falls Gorge to Wilmington, then to Auisble
Forks, where it joins the Bast branch and together they becoue the Big
{uSable,

The Little .uSable rises in the vicinity of Mr, Btna and Terry lMoun~
tains and £lows north east via irnold Hill, Harkness and leru thence to
Lake Chauplain,

The Big and Little sulable Rivers are separate rivers."

The L,N, Ranson tavern has also been known as ticCornicks, It was torn
down several years ago, It was a large brick building at the forks of
the road in Clintonville. It flourished in the high days of the sirmnld
Hill nines and Clintonville was an ineorporated village in 1825, It has
since been discontinued,

H. J, Jacobs was Yenry Jacobs of Wi 1lsboro.

The dugway, reant at this tine was the road from Harkness to Clinton=-
ville, i new road was built in 1960 which cbandoned much of the old "dug~
way," s one studies roads of the Town of AuSable, there will be £ound -
several “dugways." Ularts of the road fron Clintonville to AuSable Forks
must have been dug ways along the river, /ntoine Lesperance, Supervisor,

Inanuél & Beverly Beardsley were very early settlers on ther iver,

The farn w-8 just north of the E,H, Keith Farn, The Beardsley farn is

now owned by F, Baltnarsh, The assessuent roll of 1796 lists the follow=
ing nanes, Dist MNo. 5-~Elisha Junker, Overseer of Highways, Buanuel and
Boverly Deardsley, Jares Weston, Jamea Dean (Robert Murcray once lived on
this farm,) ‘ndrew Debar, David, George and Rohert Day. (Trobably forbears
-.of-David Ky Day ond-limos - Days ) ~Davit Kilburn DAY (K& artied tWo usthir
girls, Betsy and Chloe, The name "Kilburn" is carried into this generation
of "Days" in Plattsburgh, Rufus K, Day.) David K, Day lived near the Ford-
way, inos Day settled on the Lake Shore south of Plattsburgh, His descend-
ants are still there,
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i hoetel called " ymitt House" in 1912 at the forks of the road, one
to Tranklin #alls and the other to Silver Lake, whers at one tine was a
Toll fate of these Roads., .t ome tive Silver Loke was called Senpson's
Tond,

Joseph Beardsley lived on the Essex side of the river frow Clintonville,
later the Blanchard & Orin “eston placc, John Eeardsley built the house
in Zssex Co, in which Mrs, Dora Arnold now resides. These are "up the
steep hill,” The Weston farms are now owned by i, Hoberts,
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DR, RiLPH P, ALLEN 90.

"br, Ralph 7, ullen, the first physician located in Kezscville
was an eccentric genius, He was froo Vermont, and studied medicine
with old Dr. Jtene of Monkton, He was forced to leave Verwont in
consequence of some resurrection operations, He first settled in the
Ueion ond moved to Keeseville about 1823, He died in 1835,

He »mg o wood vhysicion but in religious matters he was skept-
ical, ds necr o5 T could ascertain he had no settled faith of his
own, but his creed consisted in opposition to orthhodoxy,"

The above sketch ist aken from an article written by "i. K. .llen,
Feb, 1848 and published in the OLD SETTLIR, newspaper published in
- feeseville by 4, H, 4llén, undér thé title, "Keeseville Twenty Years

A"

Dr, Ralph P, .llcn and his wife are buried in the "01d Burying
Ground" which is back of the present St, John's R:1ll in Keeseville,

Znother note concerning Dr, 4Allen states that in the Union he
"lived on the same road as the Ricketson's" that makes the road
irthur Road, /md perhaps that wing taken off froo the Ricketson
house and moved to & spot opposite the Robert Battey Cemetery was
his house, (See "Fifty Years Ago In The Union.)

Taken £ rom Serapbook owned by Rolland Maders,
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JOHIL'K3a3 1T D SLIZABATH TITUS

Sarah born Sept, 21, 1750 married Joseph Thorne

Phebe " 1753 " Joves Titus

S-emel " 1756 " Sarah Franklin (granddaughter of Bj.Fr,)
Stephen " Mar, 28, 1759 "  Ruth Hill, Dutchess Co ~ To Peru 1794
Richard " July 7, 1761 "  [lnna Hallock in 1784 - To Peru 1791
William " 1763 " Pamelia Allen

#illjani's second wife married Jemima Bunker in 1810

John " 1765 died young .
Elizabeth " “1768 marfied Henry Green died 1809
Mary v 1770 »  Peter Hallock
John III " 1773 " Hannah Rogers
second wife " Sarah Benedict
Oliver " 1775 " Paulina Lapham
Richard Keese I marricd in 1784 to inna Hzllock who was born 8-11-1762 & died
in 1849
Children:
Ruth born 3/1785 n, Timothy Earle --2nd Hus, Henry Earle
“Willian " 9/25/1786 died 1875 m, 1812 Lydis Hoag
Mary " 9/13/1788 " 6/12/1810 wm, 180 in, Bowron
inng " 11/1/1790 " 10/24/1833 r, 1809 Joseph Lapham
Elizabeth " 12/29/1792 v 10/4/1821 n, Geo, Irish
Richard Jr, " 11/23/179% " 1/7/1883 m, 1817 Lydia Hurlburt
Oliver " 9/21/1796 " 1865 n, 1823 Mary Fisk, dau of
' Judge Fisk
Peter " 5/22/1798 o, 1826 Mary D, Thorne
© Hanngh~ U™ 9/171800° """ n, 1822 Elias Hurlburt
Guilialma " 7/11/1802 ., Silas Arnold
Pergis . " 9/1/1804 " 5/21/1825

Recorded by Pauline Stoddard Keese 1901
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tr, and Mrs, Nicholas Barker

For nény people of old Peru and neighboring towns the most enjoyable
social event of 1905 was the golden wedding of Mr, and i4rs, Micholas Barker
which was celehrated at the Barker homestead on the 6th of June,

Of about 200 friends who were invited a large najority accepted the
invitation but though diligent efforts were made to obtain the autographs
of all who care, the number present can only be estinated for no one suc~
ceeded in counting them,

The confortable old farn house which has stood for a full bundred
years, where it was built by Nicholas Barker, grandfather of the present
Nicholas, was £illed to overflowing, though the remark was nade by one who
appeared to know that there was more room in that house than there was
outside, :

{fter the happy bride and groom had received the congratulations of
six or seven score of their friends a bountiful repast was served toall
and heartily enjoyed, Then at the close of a brief but appropriate speech,
Rev, H,F, Titus, pastor of Peru M.E, Church presented then witb about
$60 in gold which had been contributed by the guests as token of their good
will and sincere regard, Generous additions have since heen made by the
brothcrs of Mr, Barker and other friends, Mr. Barker responded as neatly as
"our Chauncey" or any one else could have done and at the close of his
remarks h ¢ ‘and Mrs. Barker répeated the words of the Quaker narnage cere-
mouy, the parents of both having been respected members of the Society of
Friends,

Then Bev, F,T, love, who with Mrs, Love and their little Loves had
driven over fron Saranae Valley to enjoy the occasion added his words
of congratulations and kind wishes for their future welfare which closed
this part of the entertaimnent,

/nong the guests were Daniel Barker of Plsttsburgh, a brother of the
groon, and Miss Eoma Irish a sister of the bride, both of whon were
witnesses of the morriage on June 6th, 1855, Elkanah W, .rthur, Henry
irnold, Peter Ricketson, Jehiel B, White, Harvey Lverett, Nathan Weaver
and several ladies who were guests could repember the marriage and per-
haps sooe of then nay hawe been present on that occasion,

4 few words concerning this Barker fanily may not be considered
aniss, Nicholas Barker, who was born eighty years ago in the sane house
which is still his home, was the son of Deniel F, Barker, who was born
on the some farn if not in that house about 1801, Daniel's father,
Nicholas Barker came to Peru fron Dutchess County about 110 or 115 years
ago. The present Barker homestead was deeded to him by Wn. B. Uest,
in 1794 and {t is likely that he had lived upon it one or ore years

~before~he- received “a-deed;

He was certamly a resident of Peru in 1796 for h].s nane appears
up on a road warrant in that year and the ear mark of his cattle “a
swallow fork in the left car with a slit in the right and a half penny in
the upper side the same," was recorded in the old town book ot the 12th of
June 1796, . .

On .the assessnent roll of 1795 we find this entjy “Nicholas Barker, .
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170 acres off fror any road joining Isreal Buck, One leng barn 30x20,
one log house .20, 51250,"

On the samc roll, Osrael Buck was assessed upon "75 acres on public
road adjoining Micholas Barker" so he doubtless lived on what is now
Mrs, Kidder's farm, Just how many years Nicholas Barker lived "off
fron any road" we cannot say but on Sept, 5, 1800, a new road was laid
out b y the comissioners of Peru, "Beginning at the road laid £ron Cochrans
Mills to arthur's at the turn of the road about twenty rods north of
Hathan iverill's house, thence casterly through .werill's farn snd Nich-
olas Barker's improvenents and the south pnrt of Bell's Patent to the
road north of Cyrus Benedicts house,

If T an correet in my belief that the above described road was the
one whiche till passes the Barker homestead, Cyrus Benedict's house must
have stood about where H arley Fallon's is today, I mention this becausd
by his marriage with Honnah Barker, whom we believe to have been a
sister of the elder Wicholas Barker, in December 1788, Cyrus Benediet
had become connected with the Barker family, The marriage ceremony was
terforned in the old log meeting house at the Corners near the present
Beadleston house, it being about four years beferc the first frame meet-
ing house was built, .bout 15 years later the Benedicts removed to Ohio
where nany of their descendants are living to this day. The nane of
Nicholas Barker does not appear upon any road warrant of the Town of Peru
for 1806 or 1807, so it is believed that his death occurrcd in 1805 or 1806,

H is son Daniel F, Barker dicd at the early age of 48, leaving five
sons of whon the present N icholas Barker is the cldest, B is four brothers
Daniel, N athan, George and William are all living, the first naned being '
a resident of Plattsburgh.

Though the horle of NMicholas Barker has always been upon the farn, he
has had considerable experience as a man of business., Between 50 and 60
yenrs ago he was in charge of the store of laphan and Barker at what is
now the Kekeflick Placc & half nile southwest of Harkmess Station. .

i little incident that occurred at that tire he has doubtless long
ago forgotten but this nay remind hin of it, & Hallock Hill boy who
is now an old ran, was sent to carry a small pail of cherries to a relative
at Cooksockic, He stopped at the store and there met some other boys
who sugpested that they take a swin in the little river near by, So he
set down by the fence, the pail of cherries, and went with the others,
but when he eturned he found the cherries all geme and his pail filled
.with sugar., What became of the fruit, one can only guess, but if there
was as much capacity under "Unele N:.ck' " yest o8 there is now he was
able to store away without any trouble,

It is safc to say that Nick Barker sold more horsc rakes than any
other nen who ever lived in the county of Clmton or Essex and yet while
engaged  in“that” profitable busineds he did ot négle s farn, 1 well
renenber being at Feru about 35 years ago when the telegraph instrunent
begen to click and Geo, Gorliek, the operator read off this message,
"George, send word down to Framnk to start the mower, N, Barker," It had
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been 2 rainy morning but the weather had clearcd and "Unele ifick' who wos
away on a rake selling trip had taken that meons to comunicate his
order to the hired nan on the farn, “n these days of telephones it scems
natural to do such o thing, but it wos the first time that I had known
a farmer to direct the work of his farn when he was niles away so the
incident was impressed on ny nenory,

Mrs, Hannah Barker, the bride on this occasion, wns the daughter of
George Irish and Glizabeth Keese Irish, his wife, the latter being 50
years ago one of the most figted and active preachers of the Society of
Friends in old Peru, Mrs, Barker has been for many years the tcacher of
a Bible Class in the Sunday School of the Peru M,E, Church and is held
in high esteen by all who knew her,

In ancient days a customary forn of well wishing wos to say, "May
your shadow never decrease," but as there nay be some doubt about
300 1bs, avoidupois and a correspondingly large shadow being of advantage
te a pan of Mr, Barker's years, we will say instead of that, to hin and
his companion, "May yuur friends never be fewer and your conforts never
be less,"

Note: There is no date or signature to this story, it may well be
attributed to J.W. Harkness,

Copied fron Halland Maders scrapbook,

P,S, The copier of this story, E 4 8 remenbers Bicholas Barker,. He
' had & long white beard end & heavy head of white hair. We
called hin "Santa Claus." .
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Lillie Merrill ond J, Warren Harkness iugust 28, 1878 -- 1928

On the afternocn of .ugust 28, 1878 a quiet hondé wedding occurred
at the hone of the bride's parents in Peru, Lillie Merrill becare the
wife of J, wJorren Harkness, On the sfternoon of August 28, 1928, the
bride and graco calebrated their £iftieth emniversary ot their home in
Harkness, .bout thirty of the fanily and relatives of lir, and lrs,
Harkness assenbled to offer their congratulations and rejoice with then
in the completion of fifty golden years, Owing to the failing health
of the bride, the nurber was linited, but the bride and groon wish to
acknowledge with thanks the good wishes of their many fricnds,

The reunion was held at the old homestead where the groon was born
eighty years ago next month and wherc his entire fifty years of married
life has Deens pent. The house was attractively decorated with sweet
peas, gladicli and other £lowers, and an gppetizing luncheon was served
by the hostcss, Mre, Chas, Harkness,

The fifty years fon 1878 to 1928 have been full of many joys and
sorrows, Their nldest daughter, Hattie was takenfron the home at the
age of seventeen, There are three surviving children, Charles, Everett,
end Georgia and three grandchildren, Ernest, Peggy and Bdward Harkness,
all of whon were present,

In oddition to Mr. amd Mrs, Charles Harkness and fanily of Harkness
the following out of town guests were present: Mr, ond Mrs, [Everett
Harkness and two children of Palmerton, Po.; Mr, ond Mrs, Edwin H, Merrill
and Miss Ema Herrill of Reeseville; Mrs, Eva Haff of Peru; Mr. and Mrs,
Janes Murray of Willsboro; Dr. and Mrs. T.., Rogers end son, :ivery and
Madan Robers of Plattsburgh; Mrs, and Mrs, Barton Merrill and son,
Robert and Mrs. Mory Merrill of Cadyville; Mrs, and Mrs, ilbert .mold,

daughter, Joyce and son Milton of Clintonville and Miss Lydia Everett of

Peru,

"Fifty years of life you've shared
What joy those menories hold!
Happy anniversaries have passed by,
4nd now this one of gold.
Golden be life's wenther,
For richer far than all earth's gold
1s the love you share together,”



CRUOWLED 34 ENTS %,

#e wigh to ccknowledge and thank all who have so graciously
aided in collecting these stories,

tony have lent their serapbocks including Dr. Georgia Harkness
of Harkness and Berkeley, California; Horace ickley, Peru; Miss Edith
Arnold, Plattsburgh; Mrs, Catherine Thew, Tewn of ;uSable; Miss Gracé
irneld, Harkness; Mr, and Mrs, Berl Zverett, Peru; Roland Maders,
Keeseville; and Mrs, .rlina Thonpson, Keeseville,

A "thank you" to Miss Bnily MeMasters for lending beoks, to Maurice
Turner, Keeseville who wrote copious notes on raods, to Dr. .llen Everest
who guided us to the microfilmed stories in the Plattsburgh Press Republican,
to Miss Laura Ingalls and Miss Emma Walters and their assistants who a ided
ug in the use of the microfilm at the Plattsburgh Public Library, and to
Merritt S. Keese for the use of the Keese Genealogy,

March 31,1967, A GRACE E. ARNOLD
ELEANOR ARTHUR SPAULDING
GORA M, STAFFORD



