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Introductory Notes 

This is Volume I of a two-volume set containing writings by J. (Joseph) Warren 
Harkness. His daughter Georgii Harkness contributed by adding insights. J. Warren 
Harkness was born and lived throughout his life at the Harkness Homestead, situated on 
the south side of the Hallock Hill Road, in the Township of Ausable, New York. Not 
more than a mile to the west of his homes is the hamlet of Harkness, named after one of 
his ancestors. It was more than a half-century ago that J. W a r n  Harkness had left us, 
but his writings provide a remarkable window into the past life of folds residing in 
southern Clinton County and northern Essex County a century ago. 

Mr. Harkness not only told of events of the past, but noted hundreds of specific 
names and detailed descriptions of buildings, places, etc., thus providing original sources 
for future researchers to grasp. A practice common a century ago, but nearly nonexistent 
now is that of moving buildings h m  one location to another. Several structures 
specifically identified still exist, and one wonders how they could possibly be 
transported. 

Throughout this book there are typing errors and omissions. On occasion errors 
have pu~posely been disregarded, as the editor attempted to maintain original wording, 
spelling and phraseology. A fact of which most historians are aware is that the language 
usage continuously changes, and w h t  was once common may now seem rather quaint, or 
peculiar. I ask you to "enjoy" these differences and imagine yourself living in by-gone 
times. Certain names of people or places vary in their spelling. Please accept all the 
above with good humor. Should anyone note e w n  in data please contact the editor, 
providing corrections and proof where possible. 

Specific ic are due for those who aided in preparing this book for its second 
printing. In 1975,350 copies were sold The present or second printing contains 500 
copies. My wife of over 38 years, Ann (Talbot) Sunderland, scanned the book into our 
computer, r e w  many of the pages, did proof reading and editing, traveled to 
McMaste~lle, Quebec, where we worked with the printer and, generally, gave aid and 
support. Also, Peru Town Historian, Roqld Allen, and his wife, Carol, assisted. Mary 
Clackler provided computer support. All expenses involved in the second printing were 
assumed by AM and me. 

i 
1 THE COVER 
I Once located on the site between Pleasant Skeet and Elm Street in the hamlet of 
I Peru, the "Old" Peru High School was bounded on the east by Lewis Street. Various 
i folks have told me they attended this school; some as e d y  as 5' grade. When the 
L ''New'' Central School opened, a couple years before the United States engaged in World 

War 11, the wooden building was closed. Many senior citizens of Peru recall having 
t classes within this school now lost except to memory. 
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June 1, 1966 

To A l l  Readers, 

It 'was quite by accident that t h i s  historical  project came about, 
in 1963. 

It had been thought that  most of Mr. J. war& Harknessq writings 
were lost .  It was lamented by many of us who are interested in lc~cal  
history. 

The f i r s t  copies that  were found came from the a t t i c  of the home 
of Miss Bertha Anson, who lived on the corner of the State Road Bnd 
the Arthur Road for about eighty-five years, Later more stories  were 
found in a scrapbaok in the Clinton County Historical Society rooms in 
Plattsburgh, A t  t h i s  time we had some twenty-four s tories ,  

I 

As Mr. Harkness had told in  his writings of the location of old 
roads where our forefathers and the i r  neighbors lived, it was decided 
t o  bring up t o  date. This year 1966, as m r e  stories  had been 
found, it as decided t o  extend the project.  

Our eourccs of s tofies  have been w&i@d. fiziss Georgia Harknees 
sent us some, .others came from scrapbooks. We had the map of Clinton 
County dated 1856 and the Atlas dated 1869. The assessment ro l l s  
copied by Mr. Harkness i n  1923 and the description of the roads were 
very helpful sources of information. ~ h d t  book in to  which he copied 
these records in the Clinton County Clerk's Office, i s  now i n  the poa- 
session of the Clinton County Historical Society, 

Muc!h credit i s  due t o  the l a t e  Mildred Gordon Keese for her help 
with personal knowledge, maps and stories .  Many other peopla aided 
with a story here and there. 

Mr, Harkness did not claim that  his' writings were absolutely cor- 
rect ,  neither do we. As it w i l l  be noted, in many cases we are only 
150 t o  1.75 years too l a t e ,  . . 

Add t o  these s tories  your uwn personal knowledge, and correct any 
statemerrts wi th  which you do not agree, But on the whole, it i s  hoped 
that  you w i l l  enjoy reading the resul ts  of our efforks. 

Respect ful ly submitted, 



It seems f i t t i n g  and proper tha t  a short  biography of Mr. Harkness 
be included i n  these volumes. 

To him we a r e  indebted f o r  much of the h is tory  .of t h e o l d  Town of 
Peru, t he  Quaker Union and the families who l ived within i ts  boundaries, 

Mr, Harkness was born i n  the Town of AuSable on September 25, 1848 
a t  the Harkness Homestead and l ived there  u n t i l  h i s  death on April  1, 
1937. Blessed with remarkable v i t a l i t y ,  he had not been ill during h i s  
e n t i r e  adul t  l i f e  u n t i l  a few weeks before h i s  death. 

He married L i l l i e  Merr i l l  August 28, 1878; she died i n  1929. They 
had two sons and a daughter; Charles l ived on the homestead a l l  h i s  
l i f e ,  Everett  l i ved  i n  Palmerton, Pa. and Dr. Georgia who is a famous 
teacher of theology, author of many books on re l ig ious  subjects ,  a l s o  
an ordained minister .  An older daughter, Hat t ie ,  died a t  17 years of 
age. 

Mr. Harkness was ac t ive  i n  a large  number of enterpr ises .  He was 
a f a i th fu l  member of the Harkness Methodist Church and taught the Adult 
Bible Class f o r  more than s i x t y  consecutive years. He was in teres ted  
i n  every type of educational pursuit .  He attended 'Keeseville Academy 
i n  the 1860fs ,  studying by tallow candles, and continued studying under 
changing conditions a l l  h i s  l i f e .  He graduated from Oswego Normal 
School i n  1869 and taught i n  a good many r u r a l  schools, But the death 
of h i s  f a t h e r ,  Nehemiah Harkness i n  1870, made him f e e l  the obligation 
t o  s tay  on the  home farm and t o  t h i s  he gave his l i f e .  Throqhout hi8 
l i f e  he read widely and remembered whaB he read. He probably knew more 
of l o c a l  h is tory  than any other c i t i e e n  of Clinton o r  Essex County, and 
fortunately much of t h i s  wisdon has been presprved i n  the newspaper 
clippings of the f i f t y  o r  more a r t i c l e s  which he had published i n  the 
loca l  newspapers, 

He was f o r  many years a land surveyor, and knew the old roads and 
l i n e  fences a$ no one e l se  did. .Many people went t o  him f o r  informa- 
t ion  on these things.  

Mr. Harkness was the  chief in s t iga to r  i n  the founding of Peru 
Grange, of which he was the f i r s t  master. He l a t e r  promoted the found- 
ing of the Clinton County Pomcma Grange i n  November 1902, and the Clin- 
ton a;id Essex County Pat ron 's  Fi re  Relief  Association. For a time he 
was secre tary  of the  l a t t e r .  Re was a l s o  ac t ive  i n  the  es tabl ishing of 
the Champlain Valley Telephone Company and a d i r ec to r  f o r  many years. 
We a re  a l so  indebted t o  him f o r  our f i r s t  Rural Free Delivery of mail. 
The Post Office w a s  in Harkness and served the Topn of AuSable. (James 
Fel io  was the f i r s t  mail c a r r i e r ,  dr iv ing a horse and buggy.) 

Be a l s o  had a pa r t  i n  the  pstablishaent .of ,$he $ ta t?  JTormal. School ,and 
the  City Library in Plattsburgh'.. I n  ..1 892 he secured f o r  h i s  comkunity,.. . .. . . 



J. Warren Harkness 

a t ravel l igg Library from Albany, the second person i n  the %ate 
to' apply f o r  one. 

In the proceedings of the tenth annual meeting of the Clinton 
County Teachers Association, held i n  Keeseville , Dec. 29-31 , 1875, 
there is  a notation which reads: J, W. Harkness read a paper upon, 
I1111e State of Education i n  Clinton Co." The records indicate tha t  
th ia  led t o  a movement t o  secure "a  Normal and Training School i n  
o r  near the County of Clinton," though the e f fo r t  wag .not f iw l ly  
sucoesaf~il  u n t i l  14 years l a t e r .  

'These a re  but a few of the public services i n  which he had a part .  
In 1890 he was president of the Clinton County Farmers' League, resign, 
thi;3 off ice  with dignity to avoid implicating the organization in 
partisonship when he was nominated for  Member of Assembly. He was not 
elected to  the  Legislature, but more important than t h i s ,  h i s  action 
led the pol i t ic ians  and candidates of both pa r t i e s  i n  the County 
t o  sign an agreement tha t  there should be no bribery a t  the  polls.  

lllr Harkness' paper advocated more t ra ining f o r  teachers and the 
suggestion was met with a great deal  of opposition by the teachers 
of tha t  time. They thought "they had enough education.It 



TDE QUAKER EEilVIiVG HOUSES BNI) BURYING GROUND 

-me  history of the Peru Friends, oommonly called W e r e ,  began about the year 
1788 when William Keese, a Quaker land smeypr ,  from hchess  County, was employed 
by Ziphaniah P la t t  to  survey the 12,000 acre location, While doing so he discovered 
that a tract of very level land lay just north in  what i s  now called "The &eat Lo- 
cationft, One of P la t t l s  surveyors, Capt, Edward Everett, had a l reaQ settled with 
his family on one of those lo t s  and Keese ns r~ lved  to do likewise, So in the month 
of k c h ,  1789, William Keese cane on the ioe from Whitehall to Peru h d i n g ,  as  it 
was oalled lfrter, with his axe, gun ad acme provisions and built  a log house on the 
land which i s  !mown as the William Keese F m ,  now the Davern Farm, 

In 1791 his brother Riohard also came end settled on lot  no, 22, whioh joined 
Ddwasd Everett B f a m  and lay on the west side of Rogers Road, About the same time 
their  father, John Keese 111, and thefi  brothers John, Stephm and Oliver, came t o  
live in the new township of Peru and settled on the farms h o r n  la te r  as. Joseph 
Lapham's (now Kermit Irwints) , William Severance's (now Avezy ~ ta f ford ' s )  and 8010- 
mon Clark I1 (now The Northern orchard). 

Other bakers ,  mostly from hohess County, N,Y,, krrisburgh, Vt ,  and Berk- 
shire County, Mass, gathered around the nucleus formed by the Everett and Keese f a -  
i l i e s  and it was not long before there was a sufficient number to  organize a 'meet- 
ing" of reapeotable size, 

The meeting for  worship in  the Society of h iends  a t  this  tlme were a l l  of the 
llunprogrammedft type, h i e a d s  met a t  an appointed time md sat in  reverent and ex- 
pectant silence unt i l  someone was moved by the Spirit  to bring a message, Aooording 
to the free vocal ministry of Mends,  anyone was privileged to speak except on 
ocoasion of Monthly Meetings, when recognition of an individual's speaial g i f t  fo r  
tho ministry made him a R~corded W s t e r ,  Recorded Ministers were unsalaried lay- 
men, and while many of thom traveled estensively i n  the ministry they continued ..' 
their regular oocupations as  a means of support, When a minister wished to v i s i t  
other meetings he la id th i s  concern before his Monthly Meeting, and i f  tho Meeting 
approved he was given a "minure of traveltt, This would be eqdorsed by the Meetings 
he visited and returned by hiln to  hie own Monthly Meeting, 1be travels of Quaker 
ministers were a means of strengthening the t i es  between widely scattered group8 of 
h ienas ,  and of bringing new nembers into the Society, 

Among the R oorded Ministers of the k r r i sburg  Quarterly Meeting wore Joseph 
Hoag (brother of David Hoag of Hallook Hill) and Huldah i s  wife and four of their  
children, The Hoag family came from hrchess County, N,Y, i n  1789 or 1790 and set- 
tled in Charlotte noar Modckon, Vtr  !he Journal of Joseph Hoag records extensive 
travel amont the settlements of Mends  in  the United States and Canada, In 1803 
Joseph Hoag i s  said t o  have had a vision which was deemed worthy of publication in 
newspapers including New York City papers, and i n  pamphlets and Quaker writings, In 
khip ~Li'loi? 2'0 B~II  the divieion of churohes, the problems that developed i n  the po- 
l i t eca l  field, and in slavery; he prophesied the Civil War, the dividing sp i r i t  in  
the Society of Friends and civi l  rights movements. Whether these ideas were of Div- 
ine origin or just the workings of his own mind regarding the condition of affairs  
he had seen and l e m e d  a b o ~ t  in  his  ministry of travel into the north-oentral and 
eouthen states, your guess i s  as good as mine, 

However, h.ls wife Hulda held the f i r s t  h iends  Neeting to be appointed on the 
west side of Lak . Champlain a t  the T e n  Unionv, After arriving a t  the Lake about 
nine miles from her home, with an infant in  her arms, she, with a man and worn in 
company, set out i n  a small boat, In  a short time they were overtaken by a storm of 
nf wind and rain, They succeeded in landing on an igland bown as one of the Four 
Brothers Islands. The next morning they proceeded on their  journey acroas the Lake 
having about ten miles to  go by water and five by land. Thin l a s t  distance they ' 

covered on foot, arriving a t  the Union i n  Peru just in  time to hold the meeting 
which had been previously appointed, l o t  long a f te r  this  v i s i t  a hiends Meeting 
was se t  in t l u t  plaoe, and subsequently a Monthly meting whioh was s t i l l  continued 



TBE CUdKEIt M E 3 I N G  HOUSES AND BURYING GROUND 

ih 1850 when the Hiotory of Early Quaker Meetings i n  Vermont was recorded, from 
which the above paragraph is copied. Thie is believed to  be the f i r s t  religious 
meeting held in the Tom of Peru. 

The f i r s t  meeting house was bui l t  entirely of s p l i t  logs, floor, sides,  roof 
and benches, It. i s  said not a single nail was used, the piocee being a l l  f i t t e d  
together by hand. The exact date of i t s  erection i s  not known, however, it was 
standing in 1799 and may have been a s  early as 1795, Before that,  meetings were 
held i n  various barns. This meeting house stood a t  the corher opposite the Beadleo- 
ton Farm, now Ray !tromblyfe. It was used both as a meeting house on 1s t  and 5th 
days of tho week and as  a school as  well. Benjamin Earl was the teacher for some 
time, He lived i n  the houee on the corner of State Rod  and Bear Swamp Road which 
was demolished in  1964 a restsurant. This building was also once used as  a tavern 
and was one of the oldest buildings in Peru. 

The f i r s t  moeting house burned and another one l ike  it was bu i l t  on the same 
spot, i t  was also used as a school which was taught by Benjamin Sherman who settled 
here from Rhode Island. 

During the year 1802 a large frame building was erected not f a r  from the 
center of.'the front part  of the three-acre plot  formerly purchased from Henry Green 
for  t h i s  purpose and fo r  a burying ground; the  committee chosen by the Quakers t o  
a k e  tha purchase woe cornpoeed of William Keese, Peter Hallock and Benjamin Sherman. 
This was an Orthodox Quaker Church u n t i l  e division came in  the Society caueed by 
thc preaching8 of E l i a s  Hicks of Long Island. About the year 1828 t h i s  feeling be- 
caw so strong that  the Orthodm F r i e d a  bu i l t  a separate meeting houee of greater 
dimensione than the former, d i rec t ly  south of the f i r s t  one then occupied by the 
follcwere of Hicke. For oeveral years the meetings were kept up with good atten. 
dance a t  each meeting houae, on the 1 s t  and 5th  days of each week. The f i r e t  Mon- 
th ly  Meting was on the 4th of 7 mo, i n  1799, For the Quarterly Meetings the So- 
c i e t i e s  ~f Peru and Grand I s l e  olet together, The records show that Peru had 171 Or- 
thodox end 84 Hickcite members. 

The two churchzs have Long since been removed from in front of the burying 
ground. The f i r e t  one bui l t  was sold in  1875 t o  Henry Arnald and rewved t o  hie 
farm (North Bend Farm north-west of Peru in  the Clark Neighborhood). Thie farrn.10. 
aow WI=I~ by Fosrence Orcharda, and the church building used fo r  many yeoro as  a 
lioree-barn was destroyed by f i v ,  The origins1 lock and key of thin meeting house 
is treaasred by Ccdaey Forth of P6ru as  are none of the pewo, The second meeting 
houoe buIlt  was cold about 1903 t n  Janee T, Fel io  and moved across the Rogers Road 
t o  the nljrthwest cf the corner, the s i t e  of the Delord House which had been de- , 

etroyed 'by f i r e .  That property was l a t e r  sold to  Lester Bombard who lived there for  
37 years, and recently t o  Robert R~t l fe ,  

The d n u t e s  of the Peru meetings ere contained in  several large volumes and 
were for~uerly kept by Elihu H, Hoag. In 1906 these boob were sent by h i s  daughter, 
Mrs. Horotio E. Balter, t o  John Cox Jr., 226 East 16th St. ,  New York City where they 
were darrlfully preserved in a vault .  Any member of the Society of Friends could ex- 
amine these records by applying t o  &, Cox a t  156 F i f th  Ave., New York. Others were 
charged one dol lar  fo r  a search by the custodian. These minutes, I assume, are of 
the Orthodox Church and those sent l a t e r  on by others are of the Hickeite Church. 

The Monthly Meetinge were assessed according to  membership by the Yearly Meet- 
ings for  funds to  promote the work of the Society, The following i s  a copy of a 
receipt  :for such peymnte: 

$29.00 Charlotte, Vt, ,  5 th  da 7 mo 1867 
Rec'd of PLatt Arthur twenty-nine dol lars ,  it being Peru Monthly Meeting's portion 
of money called for by New York Yearly Meeting in  1866. 

J. M. Dean 



Attending Yearly Meeting was a r e a l  event i n  the l i f e  of the Friends and no in. 
convenience or hardship wae great enough to  deter one when once they had been chosen 
to  represent the i r  Monthly Moeting, even though i t  meant traveling many miles by 
horse and buggy to  where the Yearly Meeting was t o  be held, sometims as near aa 
near a s  Glens Fa l l s ,  but usually i n  the v i c in i ty  of New York City,  However, there 
always seamed to  be plenty of timo i n  those days and many good v i s i t s  were enfoyed 
on the way, To 84y the l ea s t ,  the Friends were friendly people i n  every sense of 
the word, It wae noJ uncommon t o  spend three or four weeks on such a journey. Re- 
cords and old c o m n h a t i o n s  t e l l  of many who were preachers i n  the Peru Society 
spending much time i n  these and other meetings, including Elizabeth Keese I r i s h ,  Cp- 
th ia  and Samuel Knowles. Mrs. Isaac Hallock, Samuel Kaese, David Harkness, Elihu 
Hoae end wife Zu~~uth, .and others. The ntory.hae often,  beep related , to  us of the t r i p  
our great-great-grandmother Elizabeth Barle Iloag made on horseback from D l l o c k  H i l l  
t o  Poughkaepeie, carrying a small child i n  her arms. The side-saddle which she rode 
on was un t i l  a few years ago in  the a t t i c  a t  the home of her grand-daughter Ruth 
Anna Hoag Baker. It was said to be made by hand of course, of very fine leather,  
and qui te  elaborate for a Quaker lady. 

This v i c in i ty  where the meeting houses stood was and s t i l l  i s  known as "The Un- 
ion," where a thriving v i l lage  sprang up with for ty  of f i f t y  housee, an academy, poet 
of f ice ,  two taverns, two blacksmith shops and s t  l e a s t  two stores,  very few of which 
remain t o  mark the spot. 

The Academy was a large frsme building where the boys were tflught the three R's 
on the f i r s t  f loor and the g i r l s  on the eeco~d  f loor .  It was sold t o  John Osborn 
and moved t o  Hallock H i l l  and occupied by h i s  family for  many years, It i s  now the 
home of Mr. Harold Perlee. Some of the teachers a t  the Academy were C. Stoddard, EL- 
ihu Marshall, Samuel Rogers, and Phnbe Keese. 

There was one wedding a t  leas t  i n  the f i r s t  log meeting house, that  of Cyrus 
Benedict and Hannah Barker i n  1799, The f i r s t  wedding i n  the framed meeting house 
was completed when Benjamin Smith married Elizabeth Keese, daughter of Stephen Keese, 
i n  1803 soon a f t e r  the building was completed. The laa t  wedding was that  of Cynthia 
Hoag Knowlos and William Keese i n  1861 when she was 64 years of age and he 75, Thie 
wedding ce r t i f i ca t e  I have preserved. 

A t  a Quaker wadding the ceremony was p e r f o m d  by the bride and groom before ' 

the assembled Friends without the assistance of a minister, The ce r t i f i ca t e  was 
signed by evergono preeent and by the clork of the Meeting, 

The Friends were qui te  d i f ferent .  from others i n  plainnese of dross and manner 
of speaking. The Church was diviZed by ra ther  a high par t i t ion ,  and the men s a t  on 
one s ide  and the women on the other,  They took no chances of d is t rac t ion  glancee, 
The buil.ding was heated by a wood stove or  i n  the ear ly  days a potash ke t t l e  turned 
upside down, Therefore it was not unusual i n  winter weather t o  see the worshipers 
bringing heated bricks o r  stones wraaped i n  heavy woolen c lo th  to keep the i r  f so t  
warm during the service, Some might have iron boxea f i l l e d  with l i ve  coals for  t h i s  
purpose, 

The burying ground was a t  the rear of the l o t  and was enclosed by a b ~ a r d  fence 
which f e l l  i n to  great d is repai r  and f ina l ly  was replaced by a new iron one, Accord- 
ing to  a l i s t  compiled by Miss Pauline Keese with the help of MIE, Merrit t  Keese and 
recently typed by Eleanor A ,  Spaulding, there are over 200 marked graves and many, 
many more tha t  are unmarked, In  the ear ly  days the Quakers did not believe i n  erect- 
ing monuments, so  most of the markers are of f ie ld  stone with a name or i n i t i a l  cut 
i n to  then. For many years a few men who were descentante of these Friends came every 
year or two t o  cut the brush, and t r ied  t o  keep the place looking reapectable, I re- 
c a l l  erne of these mon were R. P. Keese, Wm. Xverett, Seward Arnold, J. W, Harkness, 
H, E.  Baker, H, J, Mocomber, George and Bion Arnold, G. W, Annie, 0, K, Smith, le l80g 
Lapham, Samuel Smith, Job Sheman, the Arthurs, Peter Ricketeon and others, After 
some years, when these men were no longer equal to  the task,  the burying ground was 
sadly neglected and became almost a disgrace t o  the memory of the f a i t h fu l ,  etaunch, 
t h r i f t  rel igious people called Quakers who l i e  buried there. 
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This became a dieturbing factor in  the minds of Eleanor A, Spaulding, Clarence 
Arthur, the Kaese family and others, so on Oct, 21, 1950 Mrs, Spaulding invited 
those Lnterested i n  the preservation of the Quaker burying ground to  meet a t  her 
home and discuss the subject,  A t  tha t  meeting an organization was formed, a nam 
chosen, The Quaker Union Society, i t s  purpose baing to restore the burying ground 
and improve the s i t e  of the f i r e t  Church in  th i s  area, also t o  bring to  the meetings 
any available fac ts  regarding the early s e t t l e r s  of the community, most of whom ware 
memberr~ of the Quaker Church and whose bodies l i e  buried here, Those present a t  
t h i s  f i r s t  meeting besides Mrs, Spaulding were U, & k s ,  Merritt Keese, Mr. R, Per- 
cy Keea~e, Mrs. Wm. Ladue and her son Mr, Wm, Ladue, Mrs. Ada Thew, Mr, Clarence Ar- 
thur, blrs. Walter Stafford, Others interested were expected to  join l a t e r .  It was 
noted that  Mr, R, P, Keese and Mrs. Ada Thew were s t i l l  members of the Society of 
Friends, and they were elected president and vice-president respectively of the new 
organization, and Mrs. Walter Stafford secretary and treasurer,  The Society w l e d  
through the Press to  anyone having any information about these early s e t t l e r s  and 
Quakers t o  contact the secretary. 

The following year four meetings were held: a t  the Keeee Bomestead, a t  the El- 
kanah Arthur Farm (Clarence Arthurs), a t  the Cemetery for a work meeting, picnic and 
bueinese meeting, and the fourth a t  Walter Stafford's,  

On Aug.5, 1952 the Society met with kpr. John Laureaatis (nee Diantha Lapham) 
a t  the old Lapham Homestead, a perfect se t t ing for a Quaker Meeting, At 10:30 AM 
the day's meeting began with a "quiet time", them Mess Lila Willets, a granddaughter 
of Stephen Keese, was moved to speak, reading from Galatiana. This typical Quaker 
bteeting was a new experience fo r  most of those present. After a bountiful picnic 
lunch, partaken of by 43 people who for the most part were direct descendants of the 
original group of Friends, a business meeting was held end, plans made f o r  a work 
meeting on the following Cnlturdag, On request Mess Willets spoke, touching on tiigh- 
l ights  of the Yearly Meeting a t  Si lver  Bay which she had recently attended, and of 
the ex t~~ns ion  work of the Friends a t  home and abroad. 

The next April a meeting was held a t  Everest Allen's home in  Peru, 
In 1958 the Quaker Cemetery was completely restored. Much credi t  i s  due El- 

eanor A ,  Spaulding the president of the Society for her untiring effor t  and leader- 
ship i n  accomplishing so much, A l l  brush was cut as well as the large old Lombardy 
poplare, end the etumps sprayed to  prevent new growth. Some of these t rees  were 
dead, as a disease had h i t  most of the Lombardy Poplars in  the whole area. The dead 
t rees  in the front area where the churches stood were cut, the stumps removed and 
the ground graded and seeded, T h i ~  i s  kept clear,  the grass cut each year and the 
old Burying Ground may be seen from a l l  approaches. This land dates back over 160 
years, and i s  now a place where the descendants of those early se t t l e r s  may feel  
proud t o  say, "My great-grandparents r e s t  there." 

During the 350th Chalrplain Anniversary in  the summer of 1959, plans were made 
t o  take part  i n  th i s  celebration of h is tor ica l  events. A Sta te  mrker  was secured 
through the ef for ts  of Mrs. Spaulding and Mr. Roy Kennedy, Exec. Dr. of the Inter- 
s t a t e  Co,m. and of the Celebration, and erected to  mark the s i t e  of the Meeting Home 
and Burying Ground. Programs were printed which read as  follows: 
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Dedication of His tor ic  Marker 
a t  

The Quaker Union Cemetery 
Peru, New York 
August 3, 1959 

copy of marker: ' 

Quaker Union 
1789 - S i t e  of Friends 

Meeting House and Cemetery 
F i r s t  fchool and Post Office 

I n  Town of Peru 
On Old Rogers Road 

1609 --- 1959 

. . . 350th Champlain Anniversary 

fome 200 people attended the dedication of t he  h i s t o r i c  rnwlral.. Dr. 
Georgia Harkness of Berkeley, Cal.,  a descendant of a Qun.k-r family, who 
was born a t  t he  Harkness Homestead on HaUock H i l l ,  took a s  her topic  
"Our People". Clarence Arthur of Schenectady, N, Y. ,  a l so  a desoendant 
of Quakers gave the "History of The Quaker Union Society. Miss L i l a  
Keese Willets  spoke on "Pregent Day Friends". The Dedication of the 
Marker was made by the  Rev. Walter Whitney, D i s t r i c t  superintendent of 
the Glens F a l l s  D i s t r i c t  of b o y  Conference. 

The day's  program s t a r t e d  a t  one o'clock with a tour  of h i s t o r i c  
s i t e s ,  during which 56 points  of i n t e r e s t  were v i s i t e d ,  the  tour ending 
a t  the Cemetery f o r  the  Dedication. Following the ~ e d i c a t i o n  a g rea t  
number of those at tending v i s i t e d  the Keese Homestead where many his tor -  
i c a l  a r t i c l e s  of ear ly  Union s e t t l e r s  were on d isplay ,  Refreshments were 
served by Mrs, Keese and others in authent ic  Quaker dress formerly worn 
by t h e i r  ancestors,  which created an atmosphere in keeping with the  oc- 
casion. 

From 1960 t o  1966 meetings have not  been held quar ter ly  as  f i r s t  
planned, but as  frequently -as deemed necessary, On March 5 ,  1966 a very 
i n t e r e s t i q  and well-attended meet- was held a t  t he  home of Mrs. Walter 
Staff ord and Nrs. Maude O1Connor with Mrs. Eleanor fpaulding, president ,  
presiding,  She gave a repor t  of the work t h a t  tb Society had accom- 
plished and presented each person with a l i o t  of the  marked graves i n  the  
Cemetery, with dates.  There was a sho r t  program with a few br ief  speech- 
es on l o c a l  h i s to ry ,  p i c tu re s  e t c ,  followed by the e l ec t ion  of o f f i ce r s ,  
as f ollows : pres ident ,  Rolland Maders ; vice-president,  Eleanor Spauld- 
ing; sec.  & t r e a s , ,  Cora Staf ford ,  

Plans were made t o  re-se t  the f a l l e n  headstones a t  the Cemetery, and 
two days have been spent a t  t h i s  task ,  with more planned. 

8hort ly a f t e r  t h i s  meeting Nr, Maders v i s i t e d  the Friends Records 
Headquarters i n  New York Ci ty ,  d o i q  some research,  and f inding t h a t  the 
records a re  kept i n  extreme s ~ c u r i t y  in a recent ly  constructed under- 
gound vau l t ,  and cannot be removed. He found the custodian and a s s i s t -  
ant very cooperative i n  helping him search the  recorda. 

About 1803 or 1804 the  f i r s t  public Arbor Day i n  the Peru Township 
was observed a t  the Union, when Samuel Peasley brought on h i s  back some , 
poplar t r e e s  which some of the other Friends assembled there  helped p lant  
on the Meeting House Lot. The l i t t l e  t r e e s  became the  g i an t  Lombardy 
Poplars which were landmarks f o r  so many years.  We miss the  s t a t e l y  old 
t r ees  with t h e i r  branches growing upward l i k e  arms up l i f t ed  t o  God, The 
t r e e s  a r e  gone and so  m e  the  Quakers who planted them, but  each has l e f t  
us a p r i ce l e s s  her i tage  which need never pass away, 
June 1, 1966 Miss Orace E. Arnold 
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Zephanish P l a t t  received the  Patent Rights i n  1784 t o  30,000 
acreij.. That consti tuted the  Great Location of 17,983 acres  surveyed 
by Ilnorpe and the 12,000 acres,  the  L i t t l e  Location, "be the  same more 
o r  11!6s, 

A t  t ha t  time many l a t e r  s e t t l e r s  made llexploring e ~ p e d i t i o n s , ~ ~  
Seitl.ers bc;~n t o  come i n  ;s ea r ly  z s  1787 and 1788, As a s e t t l e r  .was 
required t o  r e w i n  two years on a t r a c t  bcfo're-r dccd was issucd,  
these douds a r c  dated 1790. 

Not a l l  of the  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  were l1birthright" Quakers as  were 
the Keese family, 

"Richard Keese I, was born i n  Nine Par tners ,  married Anna Hallock 
in 1784, and came t o  Peru in 1785 o r  86. His fa the r  came with him, 
John 111, His wife, Elizabeth,  we th ink ,  is buried i n  Nine Partners,  
Richard Keese and h i s  wife Anna Hallock a re  both buried in the Friends 
Burying Ground. 
(Note taken from the  Keese Genealogy) 

When Richard Keese returned a few years l a t e r ,  1790 o r  1791 , he 
found. "orily one small c lear ing  i n  the  t e r r i t o r y , "  y linto on and 
Franklin History) h i s  deed i s  dated Jan, 24, 1792-- "This Indenture 
made t h i s  twenty-fourth day of January, i n  the  year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two between Richard Keese of Lake Champlain, farmer 
and John Taylor of Albany,. . . . I f  (Present Merr i t t  Keese farm. ) 

"Zephaniah P l a t t  Is locat ion  of 1 2,000 acres ,  bounded on the north 
and south of t he  f i r s t  location.  On the South l i n e  running through 
Keeseville Westward. It was surveyed by William and John Keese IV. of 
Dutchess Co. in 1788, who a l so  made l a t e r  subdivisions of t he  Tract." 
  linto on and Franklin History) Mr. Harhesa  wr i tes  t h i s  story-- "For 
t h e i r  serv ices  they received $500, having worked 100 days and t h a t  they 
could s e l e c t  any s i t e  they choose.1f The farm is now the Frank and 
Anna Davern farm on Davern Road, The deed i s  a s  follows : From 
Zephaniah P l a t t  t o  William Keese, Yeoman, Feb. 8 ,  1792, 318 pounds, 17 
s h i l l i n g s ,  637 acres ,  Lot 14, northwest corner of Lot 13, southwest 
corner of Lot No, 15. Recorded i n  the  County Clerk 's  Office Vol, A ,  
page 258, Another l i t t l e  s to ry ,  a f t e r  coming i n  the  winter ,  "March 
1789, b u i l t  a l o g  cabin and returned to Dutchess County, ruarried a wife, 
Pamelia Allen i n  March 1790 and returned a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t o  the Town,11 
 linton on and Franklin Hi~fory--see map dated 1869) 

Following the ownership of the  old meeting house by James T. Fe l io ,  
was Herbert Arnold. He in turn  sold the  place t o  Joseph and Anna Ja rv i s  
Barber. They sold the  place i n  1929 t o  Mrs, Barber's s i s t e r ,  . 
Marguerite J a rv i s  and her  husband, Kester Bombard who l ived  there 37 
years ,  It has only recent ly  been sold  t o  Robert H, Rulf. 



OF 

Cyrus Bonedict and Hannah Barker 

Nicholas Barker and Clorinde Folger were married and se t t l ed  in  

Peru in 1785 where the i r  eldest daughter, Hannah, i n  1799 with the 

approval of the Society of Friends, t o  which the contracting par t i e~ l  

belonged, married Cyrue, son of Aaron Benedict and El l a ~ b u t h  Knowl es 

Benedict who had come to  Peru in 1795. 

The marriage was i n  good degree, orderly accomplished i n  the log 

meeting house a f t e r  the establishment of the Peru Monthly Meeting, This 

f i r s t  meeting house was bu i l t  ent i re ly  of s p l i t  logs,  benches and al l - -  

not a n a i l  or board used In the s t ructure ,  

Sucb was th first  religioue edifice in the County. 

Taken from "Three Centuries in Champlain Valley.'' 
By Mrs. Tuttle 

This story may also be fdund in the book containing the "Keeseu 
gemaology lye compiled by Hies h u l i n e  3, Keese in  1900. 



THE UNION FIFTY YEARS AGO 

By Courtesy of Miss Conro 

The following a r t i c l e  was writ ten in 1862 while i t s  author,  Judge 
Watson, resided a t  Fort Covington, N. Y. ,  and was read by h i s  nephew, 
Henry W. Brown, a t  one of the meetings of the Union Mutual Improve- 
ment Society. Mr, Brown afterward loaned the or ig inal  manuscript t o  
Thomas Watson, J r .  of Chicago, and i n  the great  f i r e  of 1871, it was 
destroyed. Fortunately a copy of it had been made by Mrs. N. G. Axtell  
a daughter of the  author, and i t  is s t i l l  i n  existence. 

Thomas B. Watson was born i n  or near Bolton, Mass, i n  181 1 and 
came t o  l i v e  i n  the Union in 181 5 ,  when l e s s  than four years old. His 
mother, Mrs. Peace Watson, married James Rogers and the family resided 
i n  the old mansion which was erected by Henry De Lord i n  1798 and which 
n t i l l  stands on the corner opposite the meeting house l o t ,  (This has 
since burned down, and the second Quaker Church moved onto the s i t e . )  
He chase the law a s  h i s  profession, was elected County Judge and Surro- 
gate of Clinton County i n  1851 and died i n  Peru, Dec, 9th, 1882. 

A 1 1  t ha t  par t  of old Peru comprising about a mile square of which 
the  0l.d Quaker Meeting House i s  the  center ,  has ever since been known, 
since i t s  f i r s t  settlement a s  'Ithe Union," The name was given t o  t h i s  
1ocal:~ty on account of the  harmony and friendship which existed among 
its st!ttlers, who many years previous t o  the commencement of the present 
century entered the then unbroken wilderness, ly ing west of the  centra l  
part  of Lake Champlain. 

At one time, the  Union was qui te  a hamlet. From the old two s to ry  
school house, then standing opposite the present residence of John 
Green, down t o  the  corner of the  road leading past Ricketsonls where 
Dr. Ralph P, Allen used t o  l i v e ,  the s t r e e t  was th ickly  s e t t l e d ,  

I n  addit ion t o  mansions, dwelling houses since burned down or  re- 
moved there  was a l a rge  tavern,  a s t o r e  and qui te  a number of mechanic 
shops. 

Here a l so  was the Post Office, and the  s t r e e t  (Rogers Road) lead- 
ing north and south was the pr incipal  thououghfare fo r  t r a v e l  on the  
west s ide  of the  Lake. 

During the  winter seaBon lumbering was carried on qui te  exten- 
sive1.y. The corner a t  Bat teyls  (corner of Arthur St reet  and Union Road 
used t o  be thonged by teams and teamsters while the  bar and s tore  were 
often crowded with aold and t h i r s t y  men. 

Town Meetings, Elect ions,  Company Trainings, General Muster, and 
Foursh of July  celebrations used t o  be held there (In the Union) i n  the 
p a t r i o t i c  s p i r i t  of the  olden time. 

Keesevil le,  Birmingham, and even Peru Village,  then known a s  b c k -  
stack! s Mills are  of much l a t e r  growth. 

Both s t o r i e s  of the old hause already alluded t o  were finished 
off i n t o  school rooms. This was qu i t e  an i n s t i t u t i o n  in those days. 
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The Union school ,  from i t s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  and t h e  s u p e r i o r  l e a r n i n g  
and o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of i t s  t e a c h e r ,  was thonged with p u p i l s ,  many 
of  them coming s e v e r a l  mi les  every day t o  enjoy i ts  advantages.  

'Among t h e  most c e l e b r a t e d  t e a c h e r s  were El ihu  F. Marshal l ,  a lame 
man who could no t  walk without  c r u t c h e s ,  He was a Quaker ,  and a f t e r  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  school  s e v e r a l  g e a r s  he emigrated t o  t h e  West and f i n a l l y  
s e t t l e d  i n  Rochester .  He d ied  i n  1840,  

Near t h e  meeting house s tood  t h e  mansion of Henry DeLord, a re fu-  
gee Prom France a t  t h e ' t i m e  of t h e  first r e v o l u t i o n .  He was an edu- 
ca ted  gentlemen, possessed of cons iderab le  p r o p e r t y ,  and c u l t i v a t e d  
t a s t e ,  

As t h e  world t a k e s  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p e c u l i a r  customs which 
p r e v a i l  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  mar r iage ,  and a s  among no c iv i3 iac t l  p o p l e  arc 
those customs more p e c u l i a r  than t h o s e  p r e v a f l f n g  anions t h e  Quakcr*~  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  of t h e i r  d i u c j p l i n e  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  It may 
no t  be amiss t o  t a k e  a r a p i d  survey o f  t h e  proceedings and machinery 
by which Ittwo w i l l i n g  h e a r t s  were jo ined  i n  one." I n  olden t ime,  t h e  
Quakers were allowed t o  marry only t h e i r  own numbers. It was be l ieved  
and taught  amongst them t h a t  they  were t o  be guided, not  by worldly 
prudence only,  but  were t o  look f o r  d i v i n e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  making a c h o i c e  

But among t h e  Quakers, t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  wooing and o b t a i n i n g  consent 
of  p a r e n t s  was but  t h e  beg inn ing 'o f  t h e  d e s i r e d  end, 

When t h e  a f f i a n c e d  l o v e r s  were ready t o  proceed,  they drew UP, 
subscr ibed  and s e n t  t o  t h e  P r e p a r a t i v e  Meeting a paper  l i k e  t h e  f o l -  
lowing: 

, We, Thomas Fox, son o f  George Fox and Rachel Penn, 
daughter  o f  Wm. Penn, propose t a k i n g  each o t h e r  i n  
marr iage which we hereby submit f o r  t h e  approba t ion  
of Fr iends .  

Thomas Box 
Rachel Penn 

i 
D This p roposa l  was r e f e r r e d  by t h e  p r e p a r a t i v e  meeting t o  t h e  nex t  

I monthly meet ing,  where, a f t e r  be ing  r e a d ,  a j o i n t  committee o f  men 

I and women, Fr iends  o f  t h e  p a i r ,  was appointed t o  enqui re  i n t o  t h e  s u i t -  
ableness  of  t h e  proposed marr iage and whether t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  i t  were 1 f r e e  from o t h e r  marr iage engagements, and they were r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t  

1 a t  t h e  nex t  meeting. A t  which t ime,  t h e  young couple appeared arm i n  
I arm and d e s i r e d  an answer. The r e p o r t  of t h e  committee was then taken  

up and if f a v o r a b l e ,  they  were l e f t  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  consumate t h e i r  
marr iage,  accord ing  t o  t h e  custom of F r i e n d s ,  

On t h e  nex t  " f i f t h  day" t h e  s o c i e t y  i n c l u d i n g ,  of course ,  t h e  
young couple and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  assembled a t  t h e  Meeting House t o  w i t -  
n e s s  t h e  ceremony, The happy p a i r  s a t  s i d e  by s i d e  with t h e i r  espe- 
c i a l  f r i e n d s  n e a r  them, A f t e r  an i n t e r v a l  of s i l e n c e  broken perhaps 
by e x h o r t a t i o n s  as  t o  t h e  duty o f  b r i n g i n g  up c h i l d r e n  " i n  t h e  n u t u r e  

, and admonition of t h e  Lord" they a r o s e  and each t a k i n g  t h e  o t h e r  by 
t h e  hand, f r i e n d  Thomas Fox proceeded t o  say ,  " In  t h e  presence  of ' t h i s  

I 
t 
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assembly, I take t h i s  my friend, Rachel 2enn t o  be my wife, promising 
tkrough Div,ine aoaj.otmce t o  be unto her  a f a i t h f u l  and affect ionate  
husband u n t i l  separated by death." Whereupon Rachel Penn on her par t  
sa id ,  "In the presence of t h i s  assembly, I take t h i s  my f r iend,  Thomas , 

Fox t o  be my himband promising through Divine assistance t o  be unto 
h3n a f a i t h f u l  and affect ionate  wife u n t i l  separated by death." But 
tha t  was not a l l .  There was then produced a regular mariiage contract, 
drawn up with a l l  the care and formality of a l ega l  document, which 
'was subecribed t o  by the  bride gnd ,groom and numerous witnesses . . 

Over the s i t e  of the  old school house, and where the sib& post 
stood, t h e  plow moves smooth and evenly along, herds graze placldly 
i n  thi? a d j q i n h g  f i e l d s  and the busy hum of the hamlet is heard no more. 

Judge Watson 
1862 

This a r t i c l e  has been condensed, omiting many paragraphs of the des-. 
cr ip t ion of the surrounding scenery, There has been taken the names: 
of people and places t h a t  can be located today, 1966. Copy loaned by 
Maurice Turner of Keeseville, 
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I have been repeatedly asked the questions: What did the Friends 
believe? What were the i r  Doctrines? How'did they d i f f e r  i n  bel ief  from 
other Denominations? It i n  much eas ie r  t o  ask s~.ch questions than it i s  
t o  answer them, Why? Becnuse Dome of them believed things which others  
did not. Because a l l  of them held doctrines wliich i n  inany points  agreed 
with other Chr i s t im bel iefs  and a t  the same titne differed i n  o ther  r e -  
spects,  so tha t  to  enmerate a l l  the points of agreelent is not an easy 
task  even i f  I understmd theru a l l .  Finally,  b o c ~ s e  I do not pretend 
t o  have studied Quaker Theology, in f a c t  I may a s  wcll confess t h a t  
t h o ~ g h  I have owned a book on tha t  subject more t h m  twenty yesrs I have 
not yet  taken the trouble t o  read i t ,  

B u t l  of course, having l ived i n  the s u e  neighborhood with Quakers 
211 my l i f e ,  having often conversed with them, and having o c c ~ s i o n s l l y  
attended t h e i r  meetings, though tha t  was so long ago t h ~ t  I have for-  
gotten most tha t  I heard the re ,  I should not be en t i r e ly  ignorant of 
t h e i r  belief, and I am 3s wil l lng t o  t e l l  the l i t t l e  t h a t  I know on t h a t  
subject 1s I wns t o  discuss t h e i r  d i sc ip l ine  and p e c u l i s r i t i e s  in s 
f o r m  paper 

The orthodox Quakers have always believed in  the great  fundmental  
principles of Christianity. There i s  nothing i n  the Apostle 's  Creed 
which they do not believe a s  f irmly as  do Christ ians of other denonina- 
t ions.  BL!~ I think I can safe ly  say of a11 Qualrers ths t  t h e i r  p r inc ipa l  
dist inguishing doctrine i s  tha t  of thc t t l igh t  of Christ i n  man1'. That : 
doctrine i s  founded apon words folmd: i n  S t .  John's gospol. "In hiro was 

' 

l i f e  and the l i f e  was the l i g h t  of sen." tfThat was the t rue  Light which 
light-bth every nm t ha t  coneth into the world," Even of those whom a . 
knowledge of Christ had not cone i t  w3s said: "And the l i g h t  shineth ,  in 
darkness and the dzrkness comprehended it not. 

Tb3t doctrine of the Ifinternal l igh t "  accounts f o r  mny of the  pe- 
c u l i a r i t i e s  of tlic Friends, Since they believe th2t  the Holy S p i r i t ,  
not foruerly,  i f  they do now, consider h u m  learning essen t i a l  t o  a 
h inis ter .  Fituesfi fo r  "the n i n i s t r y  they held t o  be a f r e e  g i f t  of God 
and quoting the Saviour's command, "Freely ye have received f r e e l y  give" 
they claimed t h a t  the work of-the minister should be f reely  bestowed 
"without money and without pr ice" ,  but he should be a s  f r ee ly  entertain- 
ed, and have a l l  h i s  wants supplied i n  the  s p i r i t  of Christ ian love,  
while away from home engaged i n  the work of the gospel. All rel ig ious  
obligations they claimed should be voluntary, and performed f o r  love and 
not f o r  money, 

They also hew tha t  the "inner l i g h t "  could shine a s  b r igh t ly  i n  
womw a s  i n  man, that  i s ,  the s p i r l t  of Christ  could move one sex a s  
powerfully as  the other, so they claimed i t  was perfect ly  proper f o r  a 
woman t o  accept a c a l l  t o  the work of the ministry and many of t h e i r  
most g i f t ed  preachers were women. They objected strongly t o  the set 
form of worship whlch 1s common to  most re l ig ious  bodues. I f  t h e i r  
ministers had " n a ~ h t  to say1, they could Ithold t h e i r  peaceft and were not 
expected t o  e i the r  preach or  pray aloud i n  meeting unless they f e l d  so 
disposed. It seemed Xo them l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than blasphemy f o r  a minister 
to  preach sunply because he was employed and expected t o  do so, whether 
he f e l t  devoutly inclined o r  not.  So t h e i r  prayers and pra ises  were 
often s i l e n t  they prefering t o  make melody In  t h e i r  hear ts  t o  Got ra ther  
than give " l i p  servicel1 or  praise with the voice,  They re jected t h e  or- 
dinance of baptism and the Lord's supper, a s  they aro usually observed, 
f o r  they believed the Christ ian Baptism t o  be a s p i r i t u a l  one. 
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the kind of baptialn which they considered necessary. They a l so  sa id  t 
thatt t le believer is  nourished and strengthened by dai ly  communion with 
Christ  throught the Holy S p i r i t ,  and tha t  the t rue  Chr is t ian  supper is  
s e t  fo r th  i n  the words ''Behold I stand a t  the door and knock, i f  any man 
hear my voice and open the door, I w i l l  come i n  unto him, and w i l l  sup 
with him and he with me ,I1 

They always protested against  war i n  every form and thought i t  
wrong to  aid o r  a s s i s t  an army in any way, even to transport  provisions 
f o r  i t s  use. The doctrine of non-resistance was so firmly held t h a t  a 
Quaker would not k i l l  a robber who was trying to  k i l l  him, f o r  a s  on 
argued, "If the robber k i l l s  me I an prepared t o  die and he may l i v e  t o  
repent and be a lso  saved, o r  i f  he does not h i s  case is  worae than mine, 
but i f  I k i l l  him he i s  sure ly  cut of f  in h i s  s ins  and I may by the ac t  
a l ~ o  lose  my own soul.11 

'Ihey objected strongly t o  b a l l s ,  gambling-places, horse-races, and 
theat res ,  as being "nurseries of d~bauchery and wickedness" and t h e i r  ~ 

memberls who attended such ''places of diversion1' were promptly disowned 
unless they acknowledged and condemned the  offense and promised t o  do 
be t t e r  i n  the fu tu re ,  They objected a l so  t~ the reeding of novels, 
plays,  and other  pernicious books and urgently advised every member to  
discocrage and suppress such i n  h i s  family. 

llhe wearing of mourning, and a l l  extravegant expense about burying 
the dead, were discouraged a s  being vain and useless,  intended only f o r  
outwald show, and no evidence o r  indica t ion of r e a l  sorrow f o r  the loss .  

1:t has been said of the  Quakers tha t  they denied tha t  the  Bible was 
the  word of God, I f  thcy d id  so t h e i r  meaning was not such as  t o  dis- 
parage the  Bible in the  l e a s t .  They claimed tha t  Christ  was the Wora 
of Goil as.$lainJy ~liown b$ t he - f i r s t  verse of St .  John's Gospel. But I 
believe that  a l l  Quakers considered the Bible to  contain the  words of 
God ae wri t ten  by inspired men, and they consulted it da i ly ,  md fdllawed 
its teachings a s  they understood them, recommending tha t  it be read in 
a l l  fttmilies instead of the  "pernicious booksf1 which they so condemned. 

!?he followers of E l i a s  Hicks d i f fered  in many important points of 
doctr:me from the  orthodox Friends but i n  s t a t ing  what they did believe 
it is necessary t o  proceed with caution f o r  some things are imputed t o  
them ~ ih ich  some of them, a t  l e a s t ,  disclaim. It i s  sa id  tha t  Hicks deh 
nied -the doctrine of the atonement of Chr is t ,  and a lso  the authent ic i ty  
and dyivine authority of the Holy Scriptures.  But i f  t ha t  was t rue  i t  
seems hardly rcasonable t h a t  a t  l e a s t  half  of the Friends i n  America and 
some of those tin Eiglmd would have become h i s  followers, At. the r i s k  
of giving offense t o  the orthodox branch of the  Society I w i l l  ventureto 
suggest tha t  he may have been e i t h e r  misrepresented o r  misunderstood. 
Perha:ps he may have sa id  as  thousands had sa id  beiure him, "The Bible 
i s  not the Word of Godl1, meaning, a s  thcy did ,  t ha t  Christ is !Ithe Wordn 
referred to  by S t ,  John. Perhaps he a lso  denied tha t  

"Jesus paid it a l l ,  a l l  the  debt I owe," 
simply meaning t h a t  we should not c ins ider  tha t  our debts are  a l l  paid, 

t ha t  .we owe nothing t o  God, o r  to  the  world, but are  f ree  now t o  fo ld  
our hands and walk s t r a i g h t  in to  Heaven. I do not a s se r t  t h a t  such was 
h i s  meaning. I only know t h a t  h i s  views were accepted by man and re- -' 
jected by others  and thus occurred the f i r s t  great  d iv is ion i n  the  
Quaker 3ociety. 
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But t h a t  was n o t  t h e  l a s t .  Soon a new prophet  arose among them,one 
named John Jooeyh Gu~nog of Norwich,England, He claimed t h a t  educat ion 
was a good t h i n g  f o r  Quaker p reachers  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h o r  members, t h a t  the  
s t r i c t n e s s  of  t h e  Fr iends '  d i s c i p l i n e  was t u r n i n g  o u t  many mombers o f '  ' 
t h e  society.soms of  whom were a s  good a s  those-  who remained, i n  s h o r t  
t h a t  t h e  world moves and t h a t  Quakers must move w i t h  it o r  they  would 
s u r b l y  be l e f t  behind, 

Half of t h e  Orthodox Fr iends  Itbe t h e  same more o r  l ess l1  agreed wi th  
Gurney, adopted h i s  views, and hencefor th  were known a s  t h e  Gurneyites. 
The o t h e r  h a l f  l e d  by John Wilbur s t r o n g l y  d i s s e n t e d  from those  new idea  
i d e a s ,  clainiing t h a t  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of t h e  s o c i e t y  
must be maintained and i f  a person d i f f e r e d  i n  h i s  views from t h e  or ig-  
i n a l  founders  of t h e  s e c t  he could n o t  be a Friend.  Of course t h i s  
branch had t o  have a name t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  from t h e  o t h e r s  m d  i t  was 
n a t u r a l  t h a t  those  who thought a s  Wilbur d id  should be c a l l e d  Wi lbur i tes  

J u ~ t  how many more times t h e  s e c t  was divided I an unable t o  Eay 
but at l e a s t  one more d i v i s i o a  occurred,  f o r  i n  1853 a body of Quakers 
c a l l i n g  themselves Progress ive  Pr iends  seceded from t h e  branch t o  which 
they had belonged, but whether i t  was from t h e  H i c k s i t e ,  Gurneyi te ,  o r  
Wi lbur i te  branch I nm unable t o  say.  Perhaps t h i s  new denomination 
dsew its memberr, from ill of t h e  o t h e r s  f o r  it i s  s a i d  t o  have embraced 
those who advocated t h e  e q u a l i t y  of t h e  human family,  and rccognizedlhat  
l i v e s  of benevolence and c h a r i t y  were b e t t e r  than mere a s s e r t i o n  of 
creeds t o  show t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  God, They d i d  no t  i n s i s t  upon s i m i l a r i t y  
of theo log ica  op in ions ,  but  based t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  upon u n i t y  of s p i r i t  
and t h e i r  admirat ion of  t h e  pure and ho ly .  They were no t  advocates  of 
d i s c i p l i n e  o r  r e s t r a i n t ,  but  opposed a l l  churches a l i k e  cons ider ing  it 
imposture t o  claim t o  opeak o r  a c t  by t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of ' hd .  

It is no wonder t h a t  a house so divided a g a i n s t  i t s e l f  became much 
too weak t o  s tand .  It i s  est imated t h a t  t h e  number of Quakers  i n  t h e  
world a t  p resen t  does n o t  exceed 100,000,. whereas s i x t y  y e a r s  ago i t  was 
about 200,000. 

Peaceable a s  they always were, t h e y  s t i l l  fought  - ~ a l i a n t l g  wi th  
tongue and pen aga ins t  t h e  t h r e e  g r e a t  e v i l s :  was, intemperance, and 
s l a v e r y .  Throught the  in f luence  of p u b l i c  opinion which they  d i d  so  
much t o  he lp  form, s l a v e r y  has  a l r e a d y  been a b l o l i s h e d  i n  all c i v i l i z e d  
lands ,  and t h e  n a t i o n s  a r e  f a s t  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  a r b i t r a t i o n  is  cheaper and 
b e t t e r  than  war. I f  now those " s c a t t e r e d  t r i b e s "  could a l l  u n i t e  aga in- .  
st t h e  one g i a n t  e v i l  which s t i l l  remains t o  curse t h e  human r a c e ,  perm 
h2ps even t h a t  n i g h t  be a t  l a s t  subdued, m d  t h u s  might " a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  
o f? the  e a r t h  be b l e s s e d P v  

J.W. IIARKNESS 

From t h e  Grace E.  Arnold ~crapbo'bk.  
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It i.8 believed t h a t  t he  f i r s t  public Arbor Day exerc ises  of the 
Town of Peru were performed a t  t he  Union eighty years ago. There is  
a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  Samuel Peasley, then a young man working Eor William 
Keese, brought t he  Lombardy Poplars on h i s  back from Keese's farm t o  tlle 
Meeting Housc Lot where some of t he  o ther  Friends assembled t o  help 
plant  them. When the work was done and the people were about t o  d is -  
perse,  one of them, B respected member of the Meeting, spoke these  words: 
"When 813; t h e  troes'which we have p l a t e d  here t h i s  day w i l l  be dead, 
the Quakt!rs of Pcru w i l l  a l l  be dead." 

To 1;he members of t h a t  soc i e ty ,  a t  t h a t  time growing s t ronger  by 
new a r r i v a l s  and admissions t h a t  every month, it no doubh but a l l  w i l l  
admit, sc:emed an unreasonable predic t ion  t h a t  in a few years more it 
would be l i t e r a l l y  f u l f i l l e d .  While there  a re  qui te  a la rge  number of 
b i r th r igh t  members i n  Peru m d  AuSable, which were then  on^ town, those 
of them who s t i l l  comply with the  requirements of t h e i r  d i sc ip l ine  c m  
be countod on the f ingers  of one hand, 

It :LS eleven years s i ace  a Quaker meeting was held in tlle Union 
and the  l a s t  ones were simply a s e r i e s  of r ev iva l  meetings conducted by 
a Friend from abroad. The regular  " f i r s t  and f i f t h  day meetings" stop- 
ped abort  20 years ago f o r  want of aftendants;  t he  Hicks i tesf  iceeting 
house bu:~l t  i n  100; nag so ld ,  removed, and converted i n t o  a horse-barn, 
rind the  Orthodox house and the  shed s t i l l  remain as r e l i c s  of the  pas t ,  
both rapid ly  going t o  dacay. It is my purpose in t h i s  z r t i c l c  t o  menL' 
t i o n  somo of the  causes which have led  t o  the present  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s ,  
and endeavor t o  show what became of t he  Quakers who once cons t i tu ted  a 
very important, if not g rea t e r  pa r t  of tho population of Old Poru. 

The discussion of t h e  f i r s t  of those causes properly comes under 
t h e  head of Quaker D i s c i ~ l ~ .  The Friends were v6ry s t r i c t  i n  t h e i r  
principluo and prac t ices  m d  any member who disregarded the  r u l e s  and 
requirements of t h c  Society were sure t o  be disowned mless  he "made 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  the  Meeting". 

In  'Lookin,a over t hc  f i r s t  of t h e  Minutes of the  Peru Monthly Mcet- 
ing  it i s  Eecn t h a t  i n  l e s s  than twenty-two yea r s ,  sixty-four members 
of the Society were disowned. h c n  t h a t  number wes enough t o  make q u i t e  
3 congre,;ation, but i f  wc mult iply it by three  wc s h a l l  see t h a t  i f  t h i s  
' turn ing ou t t  continued a t  the  same r a t e  during the  sixty-odd years t h a t  
t he  meetings continued the  t o t a l  number disowned was nealvly two hundred. 

It is  not f o r  me t o  say t h a t  any member was ever disowned by the  
Society without ou f f i c i en t  cause but I w i l l  nention some of t he  more 
common offenocs and l e t  t he  reader judge fo r  himself. Of the  s ix ty-  
four disowned hi tha f i r s t  twenty-two years ,  twenty-seven had each "so 
f a r  disregarded thu wholcs~mc d i s c i p l i n e  of t hc  Society a s  t o  be marriod 
t o  one not a membcr anong Friendstt ,  No one was ever disowned without 
being v i s i t e d  by a committee and "laboured with -in the  hope t h a t  he 
would make s a t i s i a c t i o n  t o  the  Meetingft but some young ,married people 
did not of ten  "appear t o  be in s u i t a b l e  frame of mhd to  condemn the  
offense and ask t o  be continued under the  care of Friends", so  ins tead  
of such a marriage bringing a new member in to  the  Society, it invari-  
ably  took one away. Each chi ld  born t o  Quaker parents was a b i r th-  
r i g h t  mtrmber so it is  s a f e  t o  est imate t h a t  f o r  every parent disowned 
three  01' f ou r  nembers were l o s t  t o  the  Society,  
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One couplc, man and wife, were both disowned fo r  performing t h e i r  
marriage before a magistrste instead of according t o  the  es tabl ished 

; ru les  of the Society. One young man was disowned f o r  I1appearbg out 
of plainness and a l so  attending the marriage of oilc who went out from 
us", ' Many othere wcre disowned f o r  'lappearing out of plainness and a t -  
tending places of divcrsionI1 and two f o r  at tending t r a in ings ,  one of 
whom went "so f a r  ns t o  anwer  t o  h i s  name". 

The Friende yere so much opposed t o  war and a l l  t h s t  pertainad 
h e r e t o ,  t ha t  tiley would n e i t h e r , t r a i n  in the  m i l i t i a  nor pay the ex- 
emption thx which the  law required of those who did not t r a i n .  Two 
worthy members of the  Society, one of whom afterward became a noted 
Hicksite preacher, would havc been disowned i f  they had not nchlowled- 
ged and condemned thc offense of buying back t h i  ohcop which had been 
seized by the  col lec tor  f o r  t h e i r  Ifexempt taxI1. Another had t o  make 
" sa t i s f ac t ion  t o  the  Meeting" because of the offense confesacd i n  thc 
following: 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
"I eometime pas t  made an q ~ e e m e n t  with Peter  S a i l l y ,  agent f o r  the 
governmest contractor,  t o  Transport--and did t ranspor t  a small q ~ a n t i t y  
of wheat and f lou r ,  t h a t  was public property used f o r  the Army, which 
I condemn as  being a p rac t i ce  repugnant t o  the profession of ELriends," 
Peru 5 mo. 12th 1813 John H. Keese 

Of' the other offense f o r  which Friends were disowned, I w i l l  only 
say t h a t  some o f  them were of such nature as might be expected t o  bring 
reproach t o  any reli[;ious society which retained them as membars, It' 
th.e Quakers were more l i k e l y  than members of other denominations t o  
break the wholesome ru le s  of the socie ty ,  i t  was perhaps owing t o  the 
fac t  t h a t  a very l a rge  share of them were only "'birth-ri[;ht r~~embe:~", 
had experienced no "change of hear t" ,  had made no vows and- therefore 
f e l t  t h a t  they had none t o  break. It does not seem otrange tha t  such 
young people, brought up among those who were not Friends,  should f re-  
quently be tempted " t o  appear out of plainnessIf and sonetineo t o  "at-  
tend places of diversion",  

The second cause which led t o  a redic t ion of the  number of Friends 
in 01'd Peru was the sett lement of the  new Sta tes .  During the  f i r s t  de- 
cade o f  the Mee thg l s  existence large  numbers of families and indiv- 
iduals were "received by c e r t j f i c a t e "  from the  other meetings t o  which 
they belonged, but a f t e r  the year 1810 the number of departures great ly  
exceeded the a r r i v a l s .  Ohio was the  f i r s t  of the  W~s tc rn  S ta t e s  t o  be 
admitted and oe t t l ed ,  Quakers .could se?  a s  p la in ly  a s  othero the ad- 
vantage of "going West and growing up with the  co ,mtryff ,  so the rlwber 
of removal c e r t i f i c a t e s  directud t o  "Short Crick Meeting in the Sta te  
of Ohio" granted by the Peru Monthly Meeting betwoen 181 0 and 18?0 was 
very l a rge .  Thcn other western s t h t e s  began t o  draw population from 
the East .  Nichigan, Iowa, Caligornia, and I how not how many others ,  
contzin t o  t h i s  day f lour ishing Quaker c o m i t i e s  i n  each of which 
are deaccndanto of those who emigrated f m  Old Pcru, A few old fam- 
i l i e s  seem t o  have t a k e n  root ans s t i l l  remain whore they, m r e  plan$bd . 
a t  the  beginning o l  t h i s ,  or the end of the l e s t  century, but the nun- 
ber i s  very small ill comparison with t h a t  of those who havc departed, 

I think t h a t  no one w i l l  deny tha t  the d iv is ion of the  Society, 
caused by some accepting and othors re jec t ing thc  doctrines preached 
by E l i a s  Hicks, did much t o  weaken it and hasten the decline of Wak- 
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ism i n  Old Peru. It may be hard, even a t  t h i s  day, to  make an orthodox 
M e n d  admit that  it was not a good thing f o r  the Meeting t o  get r i d  
of the Hicksites, or t o  convince a Hicksite tha t  the Society was not 
bet ter  off without the Orthodox, but whether they acknowledge it or  
not it is st i l l  a f a c t  tha t  Kentuckyls motto, ItUni.ted we stand, div- 
ided we f a l l " ,  applies t o  re l ig ious  socie t ies  a s  well as  s t a tes .  

When the division occurred there were doubtless rnenbers t o  make 
two f a i r  sized congregations, but when other causes had reduced the 
membt?rs 'till there were only half enough f o r  a congregation in each 
house, they could have s t i l l  kept up the meethgs fo r  several  years i f  
they had been united. 

It is a s ignif icant  f a c t  that  the early s e t t l e r s  named t h e i r  v i l l -  
age which sprung up mound the  meeting house !!The Union." They seemed 
t o  real ize  tha t  union was essent ia l  to  t h e i r  prosperity, but disunion 
came as  a bl ight  upon the next generation aud where olice a thriving 
villfrge was, of forty-five houses and storefi, with an Academy, a post- 
off ice ,  hote l  and shops, there are  now only ferm hou0as:far apnrt , 'and 
t h i s  deserted mooting house and dilapidated shed, monuments which w i l l  
doubtless soon be removed or e lse  w i l l  decay, and then only the old E l ,  

Lonbordy poplars and the  well-fi l led burying ground w i l l  remah t o  show 
the ~laasing t r ave l l e r  where the quakers usod to  meet, 

Let us v i s i t  the  old burying ground which i s  just  back of the 
meeting house l o t  and then we s h a l l  see what became of the r e s t  of the 
Friends not already accounted for .  As we climb over the dilapidated 
s t i l e ,  or pass through the gate  where so many havc beec borne t o  t h e i r  
l a s t  res t ing places, we are  reminded by the number of graves before us 
tha t  "it i s  appointed t o  Ben once t o  die." 

The head  tones here bearing inecriptions have been erected with- 
i n  seventy years, those which have anyfGhing more than i n i t i a l s  upon 
then are l e s s  than s ix ty  years old, It was against the pr inciples  of 
the early Quakers to  mark the graves of the dead, so many of then w i l l  
be perhaps already have been, forgotten and nothing ex i s t s  t o  show 
that  euch people have ever l ived or died, 

.But there are some plain inscr ipt ions  and l e t  us see i f  we cannot 
find some interes t ing ones. Here i s  the f i r s t ,  i f  we begin 1ri the  
corner of the yard: 

Martha Sherman 
Diod 12m 14th 1839 
Aged over 100 years 

'?his Martha was the  wife of Job She- who livcd in Rhode Island 
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a 11undred years  agc,, 31d t h e  urandmother o f  t h e  J o b ,  P l i n y .  Frankl in  
and Elwood who a r e  repeF.isered by t h e  p r e s e n t  i n h a b i t ~ n t s  of Peru. 
Iiere i s  t h e  g r a w  of her  son: 

P' . 
I I 

U r n  j . Sherman 
Died 12m 1039 

Aged 75 years  

Iie was t h e  urandfather  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Job Sherman and f o r  many 
y e a r s  he served t h e  Peru Wonthly Meeting i n  the capaci.ty of Clerk.  
When t h e  tine f o r  which he was appointed e x p i r e d ,  26 @f 12so 1805, he 
wrote a t  t h e  bottom of  h i s  l o a t  page t h i s  sor rowful  quafition: " I s  
t h e r e  a d reg  i n  t h e  cup of L i t t e r  a f f l i c t i o n ,  t h a t  r y  poor  s o u l  has  
n o t  awful ly par taken  of?" 

E l i s h a  Arnold 
Died Feb. 22 1051 
Aged 03 ys 24 L. 

This vras ono of t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  farmers of Old Peru ,  Tho- man who 
was sherp  enough t o  buy t h e  land s i n c e  .known a s  Arnold I l i l l ,  wi thout  
l e t t i n g  the former owner know t h a t  a va luab le  bed of i r o n  o r e  had ' 

been discovered upon . i t .  When t h e  s e l l e r  proposed t h a t  l ~ e  vrould re- 
s e r v e  a l l  minerals  m s a i d  l o t s ,  t h i s  worthy Quaker dcc l inod  t o  pur- 
chase unless  he could have a l l  t h e r e  was 'from t h e  c o n t s r  of t h e  . 
e a r t h  up t o  as high abbve t h e  sur face  as hn could see1. 

Horo i s  t h c  gravc c f  William Xeese who f i03  i n  1835 a t  t h e  age : 
of 73. He was t h a  f i r s t  Q ~ o k e r ,  i f  I am con.?.actly in2orm??d, who set  
f o o t  cpon t h e  s o i l  of .old Pszu. Perhaps I s:~!)uld Eay one of t h e  f i r R t  
two PuakC?r~. i t  i s  a a i d  t h a t  he and h i s  b r o t h e r  Jahn ware em2loyed by 
Zepheni2h P l a t t  t.r, survsy t h e  12,000 acre  l o c n t i o ~ ~ .  I an t o l d  t h a t  he 
pa id  f o r  h i s  farm of 500 a c r e s  of t h e  b e s t  and l e v e l o s t  l and  i n  Cl in -  

t o n  County by doin? 100 days' surveying.  H i s  b-rcther John a l s o  c a w  
t o  1-ivs i n  t h e  Union, h u t  met with f i n a n c i a l  sm!xrrassmc:~C, mmoved 
t o  Ohio and d i e d  m n y  17ears 733. 

iiow wa mno tc a braad, r e d  sanctstone t a b l e t  hcerinq t h e  b r i e f  
i n s c r i p t i o n :  

A, H .  
Agod 99 y e a r s  

Probably t h c r z  ars n o t  a h a l f  dozen pecp le  now on e a r t h  who know 
who t h i s  vcncrablc? PA, H. was, o r  anything about  h c r  h i s t o r y ,  Pmhaps 
the= i s  l a m  than t h a t  numl.r)r who c z r g  and y e t  hor  l i f c  was long  and 
u s e f u l ,  i f  not  e v ~ ? t f u l ,  and she cught  n o t  t o  bs s o  soon f o r g o t t e n .  

Anna Grnnn was born i n  1763, t h o  aams y e a r  a s  was t h e  c h i l d  who 
aftenlrard bzcamc! ' t h ~  f a t h e r  of h i s  count ry ' .  Shc was t h e  s i s t e r  o f  
Israel Grsen who kept  thn United S t a t e s  B o t r l  i n  P l a t t s b u r g h  dur ing  
t h e  e a r l y  years  c f  t h e  p r e s e n t  cenCTJr, t h e  house which a f t e r  t h e  memo- 
r i a l ~  11 th  of September, 1814, bore ths marlis of B r i t i ~ h  b u l l e t s  f o r  
more than f i f t y  years .  

This  Anna Green marfiad P e t e r  Hallock Jr. and had t h r z e  sons 
namnd I s e a c ,  I s r e a l  and P e t e r .  I s r e a l ,  d o u b t l e s s  namcd f c r  h i s  uncle  
Isreeal Green, marr ied Lzpy E l i o t ,  a descendant  of John E l i n +  
a p o s t l ~  of t h e  TnAirnr"  - - A  ;- ' l o r n  
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Gui:lford, Conn., a boy whom they named Fitz-Green, I need not say tha t  
th i s  Pitz-Green Eallock, or Hallock, fo r  he changed the spell ing of h i s  
name, became a famous poet, for  h is  llMarco B o z z a r i ~ ~ ~  has been known t o  
almost every school boy f o r  over sixty years, 

Anna Green Hallock, grandmother of the poet, came to  Old Peru t o  
l ive  with her son Peter in 1806, and there passed her remaining years, 
26 jn number, fo r  she died i n  1832 a t  the age of 100, Her grandson, . 
the Eon. George Hollock, who died but a few weeks ago, to ld  me that  he 
marked the stone which stands a t  the head of her grave giving her age 
as  99 by mistake, When i t  was noticed i t  was agreed that i t  would make 
l i t t l e  difference and so the stone remains as  he marked i t  to th is  day, 
But I must not stop by each grave t o  t e l l  such a long s tory f o r  there 
are too many here, 

In  th is  yard a re  the graves of the old Revolutionary Captain, 
Edward Everett, and h i s  wife and four sons who were the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  
of AuSable, and who bui l t  the i r  log dwelling a half mile south of t h i s  
spot i n  1786, Here also l i e  the mortal remains of Gilbert and Garrett 
Thew and their  wives, who were the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  of Hallock Hi l l ,  
locating there i n  1789. Here, too, i s  the grave of Stephen Keese, the 
brother of William the ourveyor and father of Samuel the Hicksits, and 
of John H., whose acknowledgement I have copied above. 

Here are two more brothers of the surveyor, Richard, the grand? . 
father of the present Richard Peter, and Oliver, who lived on the farm 
now owned by John Ricketson, and here too are  Benjamin and Elizabeth 
Keese Smith, the parents of the venerable Stephen K, of Peru. This 
coup1.e was the f i r s t  to  marry i n  the new meeting house, the i r  marriage 
beiq: perf omed in '9th month 1 803, 

And here i s  the grave of Col, Robert Pierce, who died i n  1853 at 
the age of 73, He could not have been a Quaker, fo r  i f  he was, tha t  
mili tary t i t l e  would not have been carved on his headstone; but i f  
tlcleanliness is next t o  godliness" he and h i s  good wife I1Auht  Mary Anntt 
did as  much fo r  the Quaker b e t i n g s  as did any meaber of the .  
"straightest  Sect." They lived in a l i t t l e  cottage almost on the south 
l ine  of the Friends1 l o t  and f o r  many years took care of the meeting 
house, but among the descendants 02 t h i s  Col, Pierce m e  some of the 
most respected cit izens of our country, 

I f  I stay much longer among these mossy tombstones, I sha l l  earn 
the rime of Mortality,I1 I could not name a l l  who are buried here 
i f  I would, and would not i f  I could, Perhaps..L have said too mxkh ' 

already on this  subject but i f  anyone has a r ight  to  taJk about the 
Friends it seems as  though i t  might be a man who had six great-grand-: 
parents that were respected members of that  Booiety, and who would 
probably himself have had a birth-right among them i f  h is  grand-sire 
had not been disowned "for marrying out of Meeting,It 

Probably 1890 J, W. Harkness 

Copietl from Mr. Horace Ackleyt s Bcrapbook, 1 966 
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THE FIRST SETTLER OF AUSABLE 

Prize essay read by Miss Bertha Bentley of Peru, N. Y,, before t h e  
Clinton County Teacherst Association a t  Plattsburgh on Monday evening 

May 7,  1888 
About the  f i r s t  of July 1786, a small sa i l ing  vessel  arrived a t  

the mouth of the Great River Sable. 

On board t h i s  vessel  was a family of t en  persons who had come from 
the vicinity of Boston t o  f ind them a home i n  t h i s  wilderness. The 
fa ther  of this family was Capt. Edward Everett. He was a t a l l  s t r a igh t  
man about forty-five years of age, and had served h i s  country during 
the Revolutionary War. His wife ' s  name was Rachel. Their oldest  son, 
Geor,3e was a drummer boy a t the  Batt le of Saratoga, Besides t h i s  son 
there were seven other children,  Edward, Robert, Susan, Ilannah, Ruth, 
Polly, and David Allen. The l a s t  was about s i x  weeks old a t  t h i s  t ine .  
He was born i n  what is  now the  Sta te  of Vermont, while the family stop- 
ped a t  the house of a David Allen f o r  whom he was named. 

This was not the f i r s t  v i s i t  of Capt. Everett t o  t h i s  sect ion of 
country, f o r  he being a land surveyor had, the year previous been em- 
ployed by Zephaniah P l a t t  and h i s  associates to  help survey t h e i r  land. 
He WEB promised a t  t h i s  time 150 acres ,  on condition that  he would " im-  
prove and s e t t l e  on t h i s  land within one year from the date of the deed 
and remain with h i s  ident ica l  family f o r  a term of s i x  years next t o  
come, unless he or h i s  hei rs  have leave f i r s t  obtained from Zephaniah 
Platt ;  or  h i s  he i r s  under hand and s e l ,  t o  s e l l  or  remove from the  same-- 
the  calamities of war only excepted," 

Capt. Everett  accepted P l a t t ' s  o f fe r ,  returned home f o r  h i s  family, 
and was now on h i s  way to  the  land which had been promised him. The 
sloop l e f t  them a t  the  mouth of the AuSable River and Capt. Everett  with 
h i s  wife and younger members of h i s  family were rowed up the  r i v e r  t o  
the  Easin a t  the  lower end of Augable Chasm. The e lder  sons took the 
team and load of household goods and followed the banks of the r i v e r  un- 
til they came t o  the sane place, Here they joined the r e s t  of the . 

family and they s t a r t ed  again, following a l i n e  of marked t r e e s  f o r  
three miles to  the westwarri. This l e d  them to  the foot of what is now 
cal led  Hallock H i l l ,  the place selected f o r  the i r  fu ture  home. There 
was no house, of course, so Capt. Everett and h i s  sons had t o  commence 
building one immediately, and i n  t h i s  manner they probably celebrated 
the  fourth of July  which was the  t en th  anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence. Edward Everet t ' s  l o t  comprised t h a t  par t  of Richard 
P. Keese's present farm which l i e s  eas t  of the ltUnion,l' and the  whole 
home :farm of Alexander Arthur. The consideration mentioned i n  h i s  deed 
was only "ten sh i l l ings  lawful money of New York." His nearest  neighbor 
was John Hay who lived on the lake shore, t e n  miles away. But very near 
Edward Everett 's  south l i n e  was a lodge of Indians, who were f r iendly  
and gave the s o t t l e r s  no trouble. In order t o  furnish  the t ab le  with 
f i s h ,  the g i r l s  would go to  the  Basin below AuSable Chasm, following the 
same path they travelled when they f i r s t  came t o  t h e i r  new home. Here 
they could catch salmon and a l l  they could carry. 

One of the grandsons now l iv ing  says he remembers h is  Aunt Polly 
say tha t  one time when she went to  the  Basin to  f i s h ,  a salmon b i t  her 
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hook, and it was so l a r g e  t h a t  i f  he r  brother who happened t o  be with 
her  a t  the time, had no t  caught hold of he r  she would have l o s t  the  
f i s h  pole and a l l .  It is  sa id  t h a t  Edward Everett  once took a ha l f  
bushel of corn on h i s  back, walked t o  Flat tsburgh t o  mill, following 
a l i n e  of marked t r e e s ,  and returned the  next day with h i s  g r i s t  in 
the  same manner. 

Four years a f t e r ,  i n  t he  year 1790, under author i ty  of t he  Commis- 
s ioner  of the  3 t a t e  Land Office, Zephaniah P l a t t  and P l a t t  Rogers b u i l t  
a road commencing i n  Warren Co., and e x t e n d i q  through Plat tsburgh t o  
Champlain v i l l age  thus making the  route  t o  Plat tsburgh e a s i e r ,  About 
t h i s  time John Keese, Peter  Halleck, Caleb Green and o the r s  came t o  
l i v e  near Capt. Evere t t ,  When i n  1792, t he  Town of Peru was organieed 
he was se lec ted  a s  i t s  f i r s t  supervisor and he was re-elected t o  tha t  
of f ice  three  t imes i n  the  four  years from 1793 t o  1797. The box i n  
which Capt, Everett  kept  h i s  compass, the  o r ig ina l  deed, and alflo the  
bond from Edward Evere t t ,  J r ,  t o  Capt. Edward Everett  and h i s  wife a r e  
s t i l l  i n  possession of one of h i s  grandchildren, Prom t h i s  bond we . 
f ind  t h a t  i n  1807, a l i t t l e  over twenty gears he came t o  t h i s  country, 
Capt, Ehere t t ,  doubtless f ee l ing  t h e  i n f i r m i t i e s  of age, saw f i t  t o  re-  
s ign  h i s  property and i t s  cares t o  h i s  eon and namesake, Edward Evere t t ,  
J r  . 

i 
The condit ion of t he  bond read a s  follows: Edward Everett  Junior 

s h a l l  well  and t r u l y  pay o r  cause t o  be paid a l l  jus t  and lawfull de.- 
- 

! mands t h a t  may be brought against  Edward Everett  o r  Rachel Everett ,  h i s  
I 

wife of whatsoever name o r  nature. Secondly, t h e  sa id  Edward Everett  
Junior s h a l l  well  and t r u l y  provide o r  cause t o  be provided f o r  t he  
sa id  Edward Everett  and Rachel Evere t t ,  h i s  wife in the  house t h a t  we 
now l i v e  in .  Good and ser f ichent  food and rayment together  with a l l  
the necessaries of l i f e  su i t ab le  f o r  persons of our age and s t a t i o n  i n  
l i f e  dewring our succuss znd heal th ,  +uther t hc  snic! Edward Everett  

i Junior is  t o  provide horses s l e igh  o r  wagon convenant f o r  the  worship 
t and d i sc ip l ine  f u r t h e r  the  sa id  Edward Everett  i s  t o  pay o r  cause t o  
1 pay one do l l a r  every theree  months t o  the  sa id  Edward Everett  and - . 

Rachel Everett during our mtr i l l  l i ves . f1  Also "the sa id  Edward Ever- 
P 

E 
e t t  and Rachel h i s  wife s h a l l  have t h e i r  choice of any room t o  l i v e  il 

L and f r e e  acess of any room .to l i v e  i n  and f r e e  aceos through the whole' 
> , house and barn. Las t ly ,  t he  sa id  Edward Everett  Junior i s  t o  give us 

a decent bur in l  a f t e r  t he  manor of Friends." 

I f  Edward Evere t t ,  J r , ,  did not l i v e  up t o  these  requirements he 
must f o r f e i t  $1 500. The wri t ing  of t h i s  bond was evident ly  the  old 
Captain 's  and it shows t h a t  he was a man of some eOucation though h i s  

i 

k spe l l i ng  was not  perfec t  according t o  the  modern standard,  One of t he  
b conditions quoted above ohows tha t  Capt. Everett  and h i s  wife were 
F 

regular  a t tendants  of t he  Quaker o r  Friends meetings and no doubt t h e  
I horse was used f o r  t h i s  purpose every I1First and F i f t h  Day." Tradi t ion  
i 

says Edward Evere t t ,  Jr., ran  through the  property very soon, so it is  
1 very l i k e l y  t h a t  Capt. Everett  and wife did not always get  t h e i r  "one 
6 do l l a r  every th ree  months.11 But they  ce r t a in ly  had t h e i r  l i v i n g  from 
t some source and no doubt a decent bu r i a l  according t o  the  manor of 

Friends,  which d id  not allow them t o  have any tombstones. 
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Capt. Eve re t t ' s  sons and daughters married and went t o  d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t s  of the county t o  l i v e ,  His descendants a re  now numbered by the  
hundreds, He probably died about the  year 1815 and must have been a t  
l e a s t  seventy-five years  o ld  f o r  h i s  oldest  granddaughter, born i n  1811, 
remembers seeing him but once and then he was an old man, t a l l  but bent 
and s.haking with palsy,  



Notes: The F i r s t  Set t ler  of Augable 

This prize essay was written by Miss Bertha Bentley, daughter 

of George Bentley and Miranda Harkness Rentley. Miranda Hark- 

ness was a s i s t e r  of J. Warren Harkness, Tho Bentley's lived 

a t  what i s  now 14 Pleasant S t . ,  Peru, N. Y. and i s  presently 

owned by Mrs, Halsey Stafford. Bertha Bentley married Dr. Thom- 

as Bogers and lived in Plattsburgh. They hod one son, Avery, a 

musician, who l i ve s  in  New York City. 

Copied from the Rolland Waders Scrapbook 1966 



OLD PERU 

Its Extent and Boundaries, Oldest Roads, Bridges, Etc. 

When the cowty  of Clinton was taken off of Washington i n  1788, it 
embraced not only i ts present t e r r i t o r y ,  but a lso  tha t  of Essex and 
more than half of Franklin County in New York and the counties of Addi- 
son, Chittenden, Lamoille, Franklin and Grand I s l e ,  i n  what is  now the 
Sta te  of Vermont. 

Its e n t i r e  a rea  was about the same as  t h a t  of the present S ta t e  of 
Massachusetts and the pa r t  which l ay  west of Lake Champlain was nearly 
as large  a s  Connecticut. That par t  of the county was divided in to  four 
towns, the  average s i z e  of each being about 1000 square miles o r  very 
near the same a s  the Sta te  of Rhode Island.  IPwo of those towns, P la t t s -  
burgh and Crown Point ,  had been organized a few years before a s  d iv i -  
sions of Washington County and the other two, Willsborough and Cham- 
p la in  were made by ac t  of the Legislature the  same day tha t  Clinton 
County was separated from Washington. For nearly f i v e  years these four 
towns kept t h e i r  o r ig ina l  boundaries but in the  l a s t  days of the year 
1792 (Dec, 28) the Legislature decreed t h a t  a f i f t h  town t o  be ca l led  
Peru ~~hoUld be formed from the  south p a r t  of Plattsburgh and the  nor th  
par t  of Willsborough. This new town embraced a l l  the land which now 
l i e s  j.n Peru, AuSable and Black Brook, and par t  of the town of Chester- 
f i e l d  i n  Essex County, which l i e s  nor th  of the l i n e  which f oms  the  
southorn boundary of Adgatets 3600 acre t r a c t  (pa ten t ) ,  and the contin- 
uation of tha t  l i n e  toward the west which would just  touch the southern 
extremity of Augur Pond and nearly o r  exactly coincide with the l i n e  
which forms the  southern boundary of the  western pa r t  of the  town of 
Black Brook. It w i l l  be seen by the  above t h a t  the wri ter  who sa id  
tha t  old Peru was ttAlmost an empire i n  extent" did not exaggerate a s  
badly as  he might f o r  i f  the t e r r i t o r y  was too small f o r  an  empire i t  
certa:lnly was a s  large  a s  some republics,  

It would be in t e res t ing  t o  know the  number of inhabitants which 
Peru contained a t  the time of its organization; but i f  an enumeration 
was made, there  appears t o  be no record of the  r e s u l t .  But the number 
was not very small f o r  they had been coming i n  qu i t e  rapidly  f o r  a few 
years. The pr inciple  settlement was t h a t  of the Quakers which they 
ca l led  the  Union ly ing upon the  old Rogers Road, but there were s e t t l e r s  
a l l  the  way along the road which ran from the  Union by way of Arthur 
S t ree t  t o  the Lake Shore a t  the  point  which i s  s t i l l  ca l l ed  Peru Land- 
ing and then continued northward along the Lake Shore t o  the  P l a t t s -  
burgh town l i n e .  The above mentioned road was the f i r s t  regular ly  es- 
tablished highways in the town, it having been l a i d  out by the Commis- 
s ioners  of Highways of the town of Plattsburgh i n  the gear 1790 before 
Peru was organized. !The par t  of t h i s  road which l ay  between the  bridge 
which crosses the L i t t l e  AuSable near i ts  mouth, and tha t  of Joshua I ,  
Arthur has been changed from where it was or ig inal ly  l a i d  out,  but the 
Lake Shore Road from the L i t t l e  AuSable t o  Plattsburgh l i n e  and the  
west end of Arthur S t ree t  across the farms of Thomas Lynch, Alexander 
Arthur and Richard P, Keese a r e  still t ravel led  jus t  where they were 
f i r s t  located one hundred years ago, 

The next most ancient road of old Peru w i l l  a l so  f i n i s h  i ts  f i r s t  
centcry of existence during the  present year,  It was ca l led  Rogers Road 
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because i t s  maker o r  S i ~ - < c t o r  was P l a t t  Rogers one of t h e  o r ig ina l  
proprietors of P la t to 'u~~c :h  Patent,  This tfRogers Roadff came from 
Willoborough over th? rr~u:tai:! where it is t rave l l ed  s t i l l ,  entered 
the  town of Peru where i t  crosved the l i n e  which forms t h e  north 
boundary of the  farms now owned by Robert Hinds and J e r r y  Davern and 
continued vhere i t  now rws till it passed the  four corners eas t  of 
where Interlalken Hocse now stands,  But somewhere north of those cor- 
ners westward t o  the  foot of Fordway Mountain and ran down the  s t e e p  
bank t o  the  r i v e r  where t r aces  of it  can s t i l l  be pla inly  seen, The 
water was shallow so tha t  no bridge was needed a d  the  raad a f t e r  , 
crossing the r i v e r  ran westward t o  the  eas t  l i n e  of l o t  lTo,'20, which 
is the  l i n e  between the  farms of Banker ana Robarge b e t t e r  known a s  
the Goodrich and Hatch farms, There the  Rogers Road turned north,  
ran over the h i l l  west of the farms of J e r r y  and James Hayes, through 
the pasture now owned by Elihu Hoag, came down Hallock B i l l  west of 
the t h e  l l a c e  where Edward Ballockfa house, now owned by Harrison h- 
nold, was a f t e rwdd  b u i l t ,  cvld followed t h e  eas t  l i n e  of Elihu IIoagtS 
presant farm t o  i t s  northeast corner, From there  it jogged east  t e n  
o r  f i f t e e n  rods t o  what was t b n  the S. W. corner of Captain Edward 
Everett Is farm and then ran nor th  where it does not through the  Union, 
passing one-half mile west of the present v i l l age  of Peru and crossed 
the south l i n e  of Plattshurgh a t  what is now called fltephen Weaver 
Corners about three-fourths of a mile from Schuyler Fal ls .  In  Dec- 
emher 1799, t h i s  road waa changed from what was then David Osbornets 
but now Elihu Hoagts southeast corner t o  tha t  instead of running 
direct ly  south over the h i l l  it ran "threw Edward Eal lockts  wherat 
f i e ld  on a southeast course o r  near i t  and thence southerly by Sag- 
uel Brownts and Steyhen Taylor's t o  the fordway in to  Rogeraes Roat 
againaft  In April ,  1803, another change was made and from that  time 
onward the rosd ran from Ittha S.  W. Comer of Edward Evere t t ' s  farm 
in a s t ra igh t  course two rods eas t  of Edward Hallocksls barn then a- 
cross the  road southerly up the hi.l'ltf ~ t c , ,  just  wheto it run8 t o d ~ y  
It i o  in te l .es thg 'to k ~ o w  t h a t  Edilard Hallockts barn, reffered to  ab- 
ove is s t i l l  ~'b:jl.[.ing two rods  west of tlie road though i t  n m t  be a t  
l e a s t  eighty-seven yearo old. 

ttRogerees Road is mentioned very frequently !n th8 old Tom Book 
of Peru i n  which a re  recorclod a l l  of the h ighyap  #that were lgid out 
by the Comnlissionera md 'ih? limits of tbs rcad di .s t r ic ts  a s  they were 
established fron yes: t o  7e-i:. Eut h 179-5 a s l i g h t  was made 
in its naoe acd f13n ttvit t h e  f ~ r w a r d  it  was in variably called "Rog- 
erses old rond,It The reason of tha t  was simply tha t  Rogers had made a 
new road wid t!~e adjectives had t o  be prefixed to  distinguish them. 

This new road croesed the AuScSle Chasm upon the celebrated High 
Bridge and ran very near the Iltike View House where it  ncw stands, went 
through the Davis neiglibozhood cortinued south just  eas t  of Prospect 
H i l l  through what as  then or soon a f t e r  called tho Macomber neighbor- 
hood and met R o ~ Q ~ ' E  Road .-(olt) a t  the  Bosworth place, as i t  was for- 
e r ly  called,  that beirg the farm now owned by Alfred Mace. I am aware 
that  some histo:>ima aescr:. tha t  t h i s  l a s t  meti.oned road as  well a s  
the bridge acroHs the Chssm were conpleted h 1793, but I f e e l  cer ta in  
that  a l l  who th% so a re  mistaken, 

...a 

, The bridge we.s probkbly bu i l t  in the in11 of 1795i-'khough it u?.s na t  
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mentioned i n  t h e  town r e c o r d s  till t h e  s p r i n g  of 1796. On t h e  20th of 
March, i n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  Commissioners of Highways of  t h e  Town of Peru,  
John Cochran, J r , ,  Rufus Green, and William Morehouse, a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  
of twelve r e p u t e b l e  Freeholders  viewed t h e  premises and dec la red  t h a t  
they found "it necessary  t o  l a y  o u t  and E s t a b l i s h  t h e  Road o r  Highway 
( t o  wit) : "Beginning a t  a c e r t a i n  Norway p ine  t r e e  marked H s t a n d i n g  
a t  t h e  p a r t i n g  of t h e  Road about  one hundred rods southwest of Doug- 
l a s s e s  Mills from thence sou thwes te r ly  c o r s e  a s  i t  is  now c u t  and i m -  
proved t o  t h e  Grea t  Bridge over  t h e  Great  River Sab le  thence a Crost  
t h e  River  t o  t h e  Bridge and Southwester ly and Souther ly  as it i s  now 
c u t  and Improved up t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  River by t h e  g r e a t  f a l l s  and 
by I s a a c  Wrlghts & Asher Adgates & Aaron Leonards through t h e  s o u t h  
p a r t  of  a p a t e n t  of f o u r t e e n  hundred a c r e s  of l a n d  g r a n t e d  t o  Wm. Thorn 
and from thence about one humdred & twenty Rods t o  t h e  South l i n e  o f  
Peru s a i d  Road t o  be f o u r  rods  wide from t h e  banks of a l l  Brook Rivers  
e t c .  Allowing t h e  s a i d  Overser  o r  Overseers  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  s a i d  Road 
a t  t h e i r  own D i s c r e s ~ i o n  s o  a s  t o  be of Publ ic  Advantage Without Doing 
I n j u r y  t o  I n d i v i d u a l s ,  

"Douglasses M i l l s "  mentioned i n  above record  were a saw m i l l  and 
a g r i s t  m i l l  upon what i s  s t i l l  c a l l e d  "Dry Mill brood" which runs  i n -  
t o  t h e  Great AuSable a l i t t l e  above t h e  res idence  o f  James Baggs.  he 
saw m i l l  belonging t o  Mathew Adgate, Esq, and Asa Douelasstl  i s  men- 
t i o n e d  i n  t h e  town r e c a r d s  a s  e a r l y  a s  ~ c t o b e r ,  1793,  zlnd t h e  word 
ttmills" i s  f i r s t  used under d a t e  o f  March 20, 1795, s o  it i s  p robable  
t h a t  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  1794. The records  con t inue  t o  men- 
t i o n  "Douglass Mi l l s"  i n  1797, 1798 and 1799, but i n  1800 and t h e  
yearts which fo l low i t ,  only Douglass eaw m i l l  i s  mentioned which i n -  
dica. tes  t h a t  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l  d i d  no t  remain t h e r e  long.  "Douglass Saw- 
mill" cont inued t o  be mentioned i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  of t h e  Road D i s t r i c t s  
of Peru u n t i l  1807 but  from 1808 t o  1810 i t  was c a l l e d  Coles sawmil l  
and i n  1811 i t  was c a l l e d  "Dry M i l l "  and by t h a t  named it has been 
c a l l e d  e v e r  s i n c e .  I n  t h e  "Reminiscences of  Alvin Colvin" on page 208 
of  t h e  History of  Cl in ton  County publ i shed  i n  1880, Mr. Colvin s a y s ,  
"I t h i n k  t h e  Dry Mill s topped  f i n a l l y  about  f o r t y  y e a r s  ago. I t  had a 
very l a r g e  o v e r  sho t  wheel ,  which was o u t s i d e  t h e  m i l l  and on t h e  end 
of t h e  main s h a f t ,  acd t h e  wate r  was c a r r i e d  a c r o s s  t h e  road about  t e n  
o r  twelve rods i n  a flume down t o  t h e  m i l l , ' '  He a l s o  s a y s ,  "This llry 
Mill was a g r i s t  m i l l "  and makes no mention of a saw m i l l  a t  t h a t  
p lace .  Now Mr. Colv in ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l l  may'be a l l  c o r r e c t  
but he made t h e  n a t u r a l  mis take  of e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  t ime  t h a t  had e l -  
apsed s i n c e  t h e  g r i s t  m i l l  s topped a t  only about one h a l f  of  i t s  t r u e  
l e n g t h ,  

E 

He was n e a r e r  r i g h t  when he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  Chasm, 
"It was used about 1813 when t h e  S t a t e  Road was changed f a r t h e r  west ,  
a f t e r  which i t  c rossed  t h e  AuSable about a mile  above Keesev i l l e . "  
From 1796 t o  1814 i n c l u s i v e  t h e  2nd Highway D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  town of 
Peru descr ibed  a s  "Beginning a t  t h e  Centure of t h e  g r e a t  Sable Bridge 
Northerly t o  t h e  Centure o f  t h e  L i t t l e  Sab le  Bridge."  A f t e r  1814 t h e  
"Great Sable Bridge" i s  n o t  mentioned i n  t h e  bounds o f  m y  road d i s -  
t r i c t  and a f t e r  1816 no r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t  i s  found i n  t h e  Peru Records. 

"The S t a t e  Road" was f i r s t  c a l l e d  by t h e  name i n  t h e  Peru Town 
Book: i n  1814 but t h e  survey of t h e  road i t s e l f  was made March 21, 1811, 
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and no doubt t h e  b r idge  was b u i l t  i n  1810, The d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  new 
road a s  surveyed and e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1811 i s  a s  fo l lows:  "Beginning a t  
the  Big River  AuSable a t  t h e  Bridge t h a t  was b u i l t  by David F u l l e r  by 
Jonathan Begi lowls ,  thence North 32 degrees west f o r t y  cha ins  thence 
nor th  235 Chains t o  Uriah Watermans Black Smith shop."  

This  blacksmith shop i s  be l ieved  t o  have s tood  on o r  near  t h e  
Morehous corners  and t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e r e  comes t o  t h e  p o i n t  where 
t h e  br idge  c rossed  t h e  r i v e r  a s  measured upon t h e  map i s  j u s t  275 
chains op 1100 rods .  "The Bridge n e a r  John Anderson's" was where t h e  
lower b r idge  i n  Keesev i l l e  now s tands  and was f i r s t  mentioned i n  t h e  
Peru Town Book i n  1815, 

J .  W .  Harkness 

Writ ten i n  1890 



FIRST TOWN ME'ETIBG OF OLD PERU 

Records of notes and proceodings of the  Town of Peru in Clinton 
County and S ta t e  of New York which town was taken from t h e  south pa r t  
of Plat tsburgh and the  north pa r t  of Willsborough and made in to  the  
Town by an a c t  of t he  Legislature of the S ta t e  of New York, bearing 
date the  28th Day of Decomber i n  the  year of our Lord one thousand 
sevcn hundred and ninety-two. Directing the  f i r s t  Annual Town Meet- 
ing to be held a t  the  dwelling house of Samuel Jackson in sa id  Town, 
agreeable where-to the  inhabi tants  and freeholders met, a f t e r  having 
been duly not i f ied ,  and the meeting being opened and conducted by two 
of the Jus t i ce s  of t he  Peace, Residents i n  the  sa id  Town. They pro- 
ceeded t o  nominate and vote f o r  a person t o  ac t  ( a s )  Modaretor i n  the  
said Meeting. When it appeared t h a t  John Cochrm, J r . ,  wcs by a 
majority of votes chosen Moderator, they proceeded t o  nominate m d  
vote f o r  the severa l  o f f i c e r s  requested by Law f o r  the s a i d  Town, 
when it  appeared t h a t  the  following persons (were) by a majori ty of 
voteis made choice of f o r  the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three. 

Edward Evorutt Qudlifyed Supervisor 
Asa Adgate Qualifyed Clerk 

Richard Keese 
Isaac Finch Qudifyed Assessors 
John Howe 

Lott  Elmore ) 
John Finch Qualifyed Commissioners of Highways 
Gilbert  Thew 

Reuben Arthur 
John Elmore 1 Qualifyed Constables 

Reuben Arthur Qualifyed Collector ' 

Jabez Allen Qualifyed Overseers of the  Poor 
Richard geese 

Ezekiel 1;ookwook Qualifyed Poundmaster 

Jabez Allen 
Samuel Jackson 1 Qualifyed Fence-viewers o r  Damage 

Pr isors  

Issac Finch 
Jabez Allen 
Daniel Chapman I Qualifyed Overseers of Highways 
John Cochran, Jr. 
Ezeiel  Lookwood 
Samuel West I Fienry Green 



FIRST TOWN MEETING OF OLD PERU 

Voted that  every seed hors running a t  Large a f te r  the 2nd of 
April 1793 sha l l  be l i ab le  t o  be taken up by say Freeholder or In- 
habitant of said Town, who a f t e r  giving notice t he i r  to the owner 
sha l l  be ent i t led t o  f ive  shi l l ing per Day for  Keeping such hors 
un t i l  the owner sha l l  pay such Charges and secure such hora. 

Voted that  the next Annual  own meeting be held a t  the Dwelling 
hous of Reuben Arthur in the Town of Peru, 

The above Recorded t h i s  2nd Day of April 1793 

Attest Asa Adgate Tn Clerk 



The fc~llowing notes have been writ ten in the book from which t h i s  

Information has been copied: 

Notes by J .  W. Harhess :  The Town of Peru made a t  tha t  time compris- 
ed beaides the  present town of tha t  name, the  Towns of AuSable and 
Black Brook and the north half  of Chesterfield,  a l l  of Brighton and 
most of Franklin and the  east  par t  of Brandon. The south l i n e  of Peru 
was a t  the  south end of Auger Lake and ran thence eas t  t o  Lake Champ- 
l a i n  and west t o  the Great AuSnble River a t  o r  near AuSable Fork61 and 
contimed west t o  the eas t  l i n e  of Montgomery County which i s  through 
what is  now the  middle of Brandon, Franklin County. 

The- dwelling house of Samuel Jackson was of logs and ~ t o o d  near the  
bend of the  road a t  the  north end of Allen S t ree t ,  and about half  a 
mile west of the  bridge acrcos the L i t t l e  Bugable River. (Bllen S t ree t  
i s  the old Lake Shore Road on which Paul Allen l i v e s . )   his would 
be in , the  neighborhood of the R, R. overpass and the  Blockhouse Ceme- 
t e ry , ,  

John C!ochran, J r . ,  was the founder of Peru Village. He l ived where 
the Hiram E. Heyworth house now stands,  and b u i l t  a g r i s t  m i l l  28 x 
28 and. n saw m i l l  45 x 16 where the  Peru Mills  now stand. 

Edward Everett ,  the f i r s t  s e t t l e r  of tha t  p a r t  of Plattsburgh that  is  
now Au.Sablo, was born in Dedham, Mass., in 1739, He was Cspt, of N. H. 
 troop^ a t  the seige of Quebec in 1776 and ramoved from N. H. t o  Clinton 
County N. Y, about July 1 , 1786. He l ived eas t  of the Union Road and 
south of Arthur St reet  on land now owned by Percy Keese, (That Everett 
l o t  is  pa r t  way up Hdllock H i l l ;  Arthur S t ree t  was the  f i r s t  road l a i d  
out ir;. the  present town of AuSable and was and is  jus t  where it i s  now, 
from,&esefs Corners t o  Dwyer's Corners, but in the  year 1790 it con- 
tinued to  tho Lake. 

Notes by your copyist: It is  in te res t ing  t o  note tha t  thcro a re  s t i l l  
descen.dants of most cf the  f i r s t  o f f i ce r s  of the old Iown of Peru still 
l iv ing  in and around the  Towns of Peru and AuSable: The Ear l  Everetts ,  
Whitney Adgate of A~Sable Chasm, Merrit t  Keese, the Finches of Jay, 
George Elmore of Peru, the Thews of West Peru, a l l  tho Arthurs in the  
Iown of AuSable and in Plattsburgh, which includes the  Days (not Lake 
Shore Days) of Ftattsburgh and the  Finneys of POI%, Paul Allen of the  
Lake Shore Road and h i s  brother Fu l l e r  Allen i n  Plattsburgh. 

This s tory  and notes a r e  copied from the book in to  which Mr. J, 
Warren Harkness copied the descr ip t ion of al l  of tho roads in Old Peru 
+om 1750 to  1836. That book, given by Miss Goorgia Harhess  t o  the  
Clinton County His tor ical  Society, i s  t h e i r  rooms in the Public 
Library l a  Plattsburgh. 



RECORD 0% SOME WOLUTIONARY HEROES 

Your correspondent has been studying the military and c i v i l  re- 
cords of several revolutionary soldiers whose graves are  in the Quaker 
burying ground i n  the Union nnd believes tha t  he has learned some fac t s  
t h a t  may be of in te res t  t o  others. 

Captain Mward Everett was born i n  Dedham, Mass, i n  1739. His 
father ,  a lso named Edward, being the brother of Ebenezer Everett who 
was the fa ther  of Judge Oliver Everett, whose son, Edward was a famous 
orator and statonan f i f t y  years ago, He re-moved with h i s  family t o  
R m e y ,  N. H, in  1770, and a t  the  outbreak of the Revolution was chosen 
Captain i n  Col, Bedel's regiment of militia. When the news of the de- 
fea t  of General Arnold and the death of Gen. Montgomery a t  Quebec 
reached New h p s h i r e ,  Capt, Everett and h i s  company s ta r ted  f o r  Quebec , 
t o  reinforce Gm, Arnold, His active service began Jan, 22, 1776 and j probably ended July 22 of the same, year, when his  regiment, re t reat ing 
from Canada l e f t  Ticonderoga. In  1783, Capt, Everett and h i s  family 
came t o  t h i s  county and se t t l ed  i n  part  of the  farm now owned by R.  
Percy Keese , (The tlslm t ree  Lot, now owned by Walter Severence , ) 
He was the  f i r s t  supervisor of Peru, elected April 2, 1793 and was re- 
elected t o  the  same off ice  in '94 and '97, The exact date  of h i s  death 
is uaknown, but it was about the  year 181 5 or  '1  6, George Bverett , the 
oldest son of Capt, Everett was born in 1163, He served a s  a drummer 
boy in h i s  f a t h e r ' s  company i n  the Canada campaign of 1776, when he 
was only 13,  He re-enlisted i n  March 1 777, f o r  three years i n  the 7th  
N, H. regiment and was f ina l ly  discharged when he was 23, married and 
lived upon the farm now owned by h e d  Arthur. (Now Albert ~ u p r a )  He 
died early i n  1825 and perhaps before tha t  year, His son, George, who 
l ived in Lawrence, N, Y. and h i s  daughter, Rachel, the  Thomas Lynch 
farm (John Shortell ,  S r , )  i n  the Union are well remembered by people 
of middle age in t h i s  vic ini ty ,  while h i s  grandson, John Ricketson and 
several groat grand children stffl l ive  i n  t h i s  county (Rolland Maders, 
Keeseville) and others in Colorado and Minnesota, 

Gilbert and Garrett Thew were born i n  Rockland, Orange Co, , N. Y. 
about one hundred and f i f t y  years ago. It is beleived the t  they were 
sons of Abraham Thew, who was a Lieutenant in Capt. James Howellt s 
company in 1760,  raves of Gilbert and Garret Thew, marked in Quaker 
Buryingground, 2nd Orange Co, Reg't 1775) 

Among t h e i r  neighbors was a mnn who bore the somewhat feminine 
but none the l e s s  homely name of Ann Hawks Hay; I spelled h i s  name a s  
it is spelled in the Civi l  Lis6 of New York, How he came t o  be called 
Ann Hawks when he could a s  well have been anmed Tommy Bawks, I sha l l  
not attempt t o  explain, but only asser t  the f a c t  that  he was given the 
name Ann Hawks Hay and made it a very honorable name before he was done 
with i t ,  This Ann Hawks by was a delegate t o  t h e  convention that  met 
i n  New York, April 20, 1775, t o  choose delegates t o  the  Continental 
Congress, The day a f t e r  tha t  convertioned adjourned, the  news of the  
Battle of Lexington reached the c i ty .  A t  once' the  wildest excitement 
prevailed, Military companies were organized and paraded i n  the 
s t ree t s ,  A powder house was seized a s  well a s  a large quantity of arms 
tha t  were stored in the c i t y  hel l .  W e g a t e  Ann Hawks Hay hurries home 
t o  Orange County but he did not content himself with merely ra is ing a 
company of soldiers ,  he raised a whole regiment and was chosen as  its 
Colonel, So many men from his  d i s t r i c t  enl is ted tha t  afterward when 
more were wanted t o  carry on the war, tha t  d i s t r i c t  waa exempted 
because it hid' sent its f u l l  or ahare, See French's Gazetteer, 



Page 693. Among those who enlisted i n  Col, Hay's regiment, which was 
called the Second Orange County m i l i t i a ,  were Gilbert and Garrett Thew, 
How long they served o r  in what ba t t l e s  they fought I have not yet been 
abla t o  ascertain,  Three years a f t e r  the cloee of the war, they 
bought of Zephaniah P l a t t  of Poughkeepeie, two lots of land, lying two 
miles west of Plattsburgh vi l lage,  now known a s  the  Gosgrove farm, but 
I am not ce r ta in  tha t  they ever l ived there,  I n  1789, they sold those 
l o t e  t o  Sinen Newcomb and bought of Nathanial P l a t t  300 acres on what 
is now called Hallock Bi l l .  Ninety acree of that  land remained i n  the  
possession of Gilbert Thew, h i s  son, John and grand-son Neleon f o r  over 
100 years but was sold about seven years ago t o  W. H. Carpenter. Sixty- 
four acres of the  or iginal  300 a re  now owned by a great grand daughter 
of Garrett Thew, Mrs, Joseph Allen, 

Neither of the four eoldiers of whom I have writ ten,  over applied 
f o r  or  received a pension, Before ,me i s  a l e t t e r ,  dated Nov. 15, 1852 

a and directed t o  Garrett  Thew, h i s  widow or heirs .  It is  from an enter- 
prising pension agent who says tha t  he can obtain a pension fo r  them i f  
they w i l l  give him the  Power of Attorney and f i l l  out an a f f idav i t ,  but 
the Thews did  not consider tha t  the  goverment owed them anything and 
did not comply with the  agent ' s  request, But our  government furnishes 
heidstones t o  mark the  graves of its defenders, and I see no reason why 
those four soldiere should not be remembered, Only rough sandstone 
slabs,  without a word of inscription, now mark the  res t ing  place of 
those old heroes who helped t o  make our country, f r e e  and independent. 
I n  s few years more, no one w i l l  be l e f t  t o  show, even approximately, 
where they were buried, There i s  some uncertainty even now, which 
graves are the i r s ,  but the  location of t h e i r  family: l o t s  or rows a r e  
known and the monuments can be placed within a few f e e t ,  i f  not exactly 
i n  the  proper places. Surely 55 or 85 years, is long enough t o  leave 
graves unmarked. , 

J, W. Earkness 

From a clipping belonging t o  Mr. & Mrs. Earl  Everett 
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I '  

In the year 1640, just  trrenty years af ter  the Mayflower landed the 
Pilgrims. on Plymouth Rock, another l i t t l e  band of Pilgrins from England, 
driven by persecution on account of the i r  religious belief sought re- 
fuge i n  the wilds of America. The sp i r i tua l  leader of t h i s  flock was 
Rev. John Younqe and his  followers were Peter Hallock, Isaac Arnold, 
Richard Terry, William Wells, John Conklin , Earnabas Horton , Thomas 
Fapest Robett Akerly , John Tuthi l l ,  Itathias Cornin, John Budd and Jacob 
Corey . They f i r s t  landed a t  New Haven where a settlement had been begun 
two years before, but wishing t o  plant a colony of the i r  awn they soon 
crossed over t o  the eastern part  of Long Island and se t t led  upon the 
shores of Peconic Bay. 

It i s  related when they approached the sbore tiley found i t  swarm- 
ing with Indians which made most of them fear to  land but Peter Hallock, 
a ~ t r o n g ,  bold man, leaped ashore and the others sesing that  he was not 
molssted ventured t o  follow. This Peter Hallock bought of the Ihdians 
land that  occupied the extreme eastern end of the northern arm of ths 
island but having oacasion t o  go back t o  England some t i r e  l a t e r  t o  get  
his wife and son, he found. on h i s  r e t u n  that the Indians had resold  hi^ 
land to  another and he was obliged to buy again a few miles farther west 
There he passed the remainder of his days and tilere h is  only son, rdillic 
lived a190 and died i n  1684. From t h i s  father add son are descended a l l  
the Halloclrs and Hallecks of v~ho the writer has ever heard. 

William had four sons, Thomas, Peter,  William and John, Thomas was 
the gran8-fathsr of the grand-father of John Ilallock, Jr . , and eminent 
Judge i n  Oran* County, who was twice elected !!ember of Assemble and 
twice .!?ember of Congress. Peter, son of b?illiam, was the great grand- 
father of Deacon Jabez, who was the grandmfather of Gen. Iienry W . ,  who 
was for a time, i n  1863, Commander-in-Chief of the land forceo of the 
United States. I t  was Deacon Jabez who f i r s t  wrote the name ' ' I i a l l ~ c k ~ ~  
and his descendants have continued t o  so  spel l  it t o  the present time. 
William, son of William, was aleo.progenitor of a numerous branch of the 
family which comprised several j udges , doctors , ministers, and states-  
men. 

John, son william, joined the Quakers, very much to  his  fatl1er1s 
displeasure, and f r m  him descended a ntmerous posterity many of his 
descendants being l ike him, followers of George Fox. He was the ances- 
tor of Fitz-Greene, the poet,  and his namesake the Adirondack guide, 
also of Mon. George E., the father of George P. of Peru, and the Hal- 
locks of Iiallock U i l l .  Iiis grand-.son David se t t led  in  Ferrisburg. V t , ,  
marrisd a ldss Burling, one of the f a d l y  that  gav? i t s  name to  Burling- 
ton, and died about the year 1795 leaving,- a family of four sons and 
qeveral daughters, The oldest son, Edward, about tha t  tl.me married 
Persis Earle, the daughter of a wealthy gentlemen named Pliny Earle, 
and his unmarried brothsts and s i s t e r s  continued t o  l i ve  w i t h  him. 

In the ~ l l ' i o r  winter of 1796 the report reached Ferrisburg, that  
a man named b avid Osborne living i n  Peru, N.Y. had raised that  season ' 

forty bushels of orheat t o  the acre. When Edward Hallock heard i t  he de- 
clared thit,was the place for him. "I am going ovzr t o  Peru and shal l  
buy a farm just as clooc! t o  that  wheat-field as I can qet,  " he said and 
a t  once -bgan to  make preparations for thcl journey. 
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The farm i n  Ferrisbury was sold and early in  the spring of 1797 
the family s tar ted with the i r  household goods loaded upon one or  more 
wagons, the ca t t l e  a112 other stock being driven across the.lhke t o  some 
point i n  the present tmn  of Essex and thence made the i r  way over 
Willsboro Hou~tain and past the place whers Xecseville was afterwards 
bui l t ,  crossing the AuSable Rivn,r on the high bridge which had kcon 
buill; thrse or four years before across the chasm, They now reached 
Peru and found by inquiry that  David Osborne, the femous wheat ra i se r  
l imti about f ive miles away on the h i l l  that lay south of a Quaker 
Ssttlement called 'The Union!" When they got there they found Osborne 
living on the farm that  i s  now awnsd by Elihu H, lioag, a farm which was 
thnn and i s  s t i l l  one of the best i n  the town, 

Across the road from Osborne's was a farm of 140 acres owned by a 
man named Robert i!Mtco&, and Edward Hallock bought i t  without delay 
and rnoved in to  a log house which stood nearly opposite the place where 
Hoag'a hcrse-barn now stands, But t ha t  small farm was not suff ic iant  
t o  sat isfy so ambitious a man as Edward EIallock so he bought a l o t  of 
500 acres lying east of both Osborne and Whitcomb fama and 50 acres c r  
60 acres that  lay west of the ~ o u t h  part of his  original purchasp makir 
nsarl.y, i f  not quite 700 acres in  a l l .  Then he wsnt t o  farming on a 
much larger scale than any of his  neighbors and succeedcd so well tha t  
sixteen years a f te r  coming t o  Peru, he and his  brother Isaac, than a 
man €if about 80 years, owned 180 heads of ca t t l e ,  100 hogs, and other 
stock: i n  proportion, But the land they had bought was not a l l  paid for 
and a t  the time they s t i l l  owad about $3000, . 

1"he war of 1812 was i n  progress, f a t  c a t t l e  were i n  demand and the 
Bal l~cks  were offsred $30 apiece for  100 head, Isaac wanted the money 
to  use to  pay tkke debts but Edward said he must build a house and now 
\as tile time t o  do it. Hs n e E r  d i d  things on a small scale.  Iie be- 
gar1 by making a ce l la r  tha t  ' astonished the natives.' I t  was divided 
Ly stone p a r t i t i h s  into four rooms each of which was larger than the 
average cel lar  of thoss days. When it was finished $1030 had been 
spent and b s f ~ r s  the house was, the money which the ca t t l e  brought was 
a l l  gons and the debts wzre not paid, This house, the one now occupiet! 
by harrison Arnold, is s t i l l  on= of the largest  farm-llousss in  Clinton 
Cour'ty. 

To fat ten tho 100 hogs they drove them back three or  four miles 
into the woods where the beech trees were plenty and herded them while 
they fattened upon beachnuts. But the pork did not pay the debts. The 
500 acre l o t ,  o r  large part  of i t ,  was mortgaged'to Richard Burling 
of Purlington and a f t e r  h i s  death the mrtgage was forsclosed and the 
farm sold t o  sa t i s fy  it. 

Iseac- had taken as h i s  share the or iginal  Ihitcomb farm, bu l l t  
him a : o * ~ ~ l > s t a n t f a l  'frame nouse large enough for  comfort and conven- 
ience, married rhebe Underhill whoej father lived i n  the "Union, " and 
his  l iving i n  comfortable circumstances 

Another brother named Richard had removed to  Erie County, and 
anotkiar called David liv2d w i t h  Isaac till h is  death st th2 agr of 
63 years. 
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Edward had. two sons, the older he named f o r  h i s  grandfather 
Burling, and the younger f o r  h i s  father-in-law Earl ,  both of 
whom went t o  the centra l  or western par t  of the State.  

Edward Hallock a f t e r  the loss of h i s  farm Lived f o r  a time 
i n  a small house near the northwest corner of the 500 acre l o t  he 
had formerly-.owned, but h i s  mind l o s t  i ts balance, he was' taken t o  
th6 asylum a t  Brattleboro, V t . ,  and there he died about the year . 

1 845 
Isaac passed his  days upon h i s  Whitcomb farm and died i n  

1848. He l e f t  one son, named David, and two daughters, Mary and 
Paulina. The dawhters  married and went away but David s t i l l  owns 
and occupies the farm l e f t  him by h i s  fa ther ,  He has one son 
named G~orge Hallock of Peru and a l so  of the Fitz-Greene lIalleck 
of New York, He is four th  cousin of the Hon, John, J r ,  of Orange 
County who was a member of Congress from 1825 t o  1829 and a l s o  of 
the Hon. Joseph, of Oneida County, Member of kssemblgr in 1041 , 
the fe thcr  of General Henry W. h l l o c k ,  

The h i l l  on which the Hallock s e t t l e d  i n  1797 is cel led, for  
them, h l l o c k  H i l l .  On it st i l l  l i v e s  besides t h i s  family, 
the Thews, and Osbornes, whose ancestors se t t l ed  there about 95 
years ago, the Hoag and Harkness families tha t  have' l ived there  
mearly 90 uears, olld the Arnolds who cane about 70 years ago. 

It i o  tho wr i t e r ' s  in tent ion t o  some time prepare p sketch of 
each of these " F i r s t  families," 

Note: Mr. Harkness did complete a sketch of each'of the f m i l i e s ,  
there are s i x ,  This is Chapter I ,  



MKCY S E T T m  OF RALLOCK HILL 

I1 
David and John Osborn 

About the  year 1790 there  came t o  t h a t  pa r t  of t h e  township of 
Ylattsburgh which soon a f t e r  came t o  be known a Peru, and which has 
now f o r  f i f t y  years been i n  the Town o f  AuSable, two brothers  named 
John and David Osborn, I s p e l l  t he  m e  as they spe l l ed  it, and as 
~t is found wri t ten  i n  o ld  deeds and records,  though some of t h e i r  
descendants have i n  recent years spel led  it  Osborne. 

But l i t t l e  i s  hown of t h e i r  ances t ry  except t h a t  they were 
descendants of Thomas and Aquilla Chase,, who were born i n  England, 
the  former i n  1639 and t h e  l a t t e r  i n  1646. The Osborn brothers  came 
1;o t h i s  l o c a l i t y  from Danvers, Mass,, a place about twelve miles 
north or  Boston. 

They bought of one of the  P l a t t s  two hundred ac res  of land i n  
1;he north pa r t  of Lot No. 4 of P l a t t  1s 12,000 acre  loca t ion .  The 
present Hallock road was soon a f t e r  l a i d  out along t h e i r  south l i n e  
m d  t h e i r  land was a l l  t h a t  l i e s  on the  nor th  s ide  of t h i s  road and 
south of Richard P. Kees farm from the  west l i n e  of Harrison Arnoldts 
orchard, t o  the b m s  of the  present Osborn family, 

They divided t h e i r  two hundred ac res  in to  four  l o t s  of unequal 
~ : i z e s  by l i n e s  running nor th  from the  road and David too the  f i r s t  
and t h i r d ,  counting from the  eas t ,  while John took t h e  second and 
four th ,  David's eas tern  d ivis ion contained s i x t y  ac res  and he b u i l t  
h i s  house upon it about t h i r t y  rods nor th  of t h e  south  l i n e  and per- . 
haps t e n  o r  more from t h e  eas tern  bounds, The exact pos i t ion  can 
&ill be seen by the  old c e l l a r  i n t o  which stones have been thrown 
1 ; i l l  it is more than l e v e l  f u l l .  This m o n m e t  i s  a l i t t l e  south- 
vrest of t h e  old barn which s t i l l  s tands  i n  Elihu Hoagfs eas t e rn  f ie ld ,  
and about hal f  way between that barn and Harrison Arnold's west l i n e  
fence. 

The house t h a t  stood over t h a t  c e l l a r  was a framed one and s ince  
has been moved though it s t i l l  s tands  upon the  farm and is now used 
ELS a hay barn. It is asser ted  by the  present owner of t h a t  farm, t h a t  
t he  f i r s t  house b u i l t  and occupied by t h e  Osborn family was of logs  
and stood f a r t h e r  west than t h i s  l a t e r  b u i l t  framed dwelling, and 
i l i rec t ly  south of the  o ld  barn. 

It was i n  t h e  c lear ing t h a t  he had.made i n  f ron t  of that house 
tihat David Osborn i n  the  summer of 1796 ra i sed  h i s  crop of f o r t y  
bushels of wheat t o  the  acre,  t h e  fame of which spread a t  l e a s t  as 
f a r  a Ferrisburg,  V t . ,  and caused Edward Hallock t o  decide t o  s e l l  
h i s  farm i n  t h a t  place and move t o  t h i s  h i l l  which has s ince  borne 
h i s  name, and as Hallock afterward influenced h i s  brother-in-law' 
navid Hoag, and others  t o  come, it w i l l  be seen t h a t  t h e  sett lement 
of neighbors, and the  des t iny of a g rea t  number of peaple,  some 
of whom were a t  that time unborn, depended upon t h e  weather of t h a t  
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season and the condition of the s o i l  which enabled t h i s  farmer t o  
harvest an unusually large crop. 

David Osborn and Anna his  wife were the parents of four sons 
named, David Daniel, Azor, and Henry and one daughter, Doras. His 
brotherzJohn also named a son David and a daughter Doras and it i s  
presumed t ha t  those were the manes of the parcuts of tile s;.bje~t o f  
t h i s  sketch, 

About the year 1800, the Osborn brothers bought of Gilbert Thew 
and Garrett Thew the 120 acres which the Thews owned north of the Hal- 
lock H i l l  Road, In 1801 they sold f i f t y  acres of it to  the i r  brother- 
in-law Caleb Southwick and i n  1804, fifty-five acres to  David Hoag, 
The remaining f i f t een  acres which lay north of the Southwick l o t ,  Dav- 
i d  Osborne sold i n  1814 with both of h i s  other l o t s  t o  Samuel Peasley 
for the sum of $1,900, and with h i s  wife and a l l  of the other children 
remaining of the i r  years, which were many, for  both of the  parents 
lived u n t i l  1850. Thier sons and daughter married, l ived and died i n  
the same loca l i ty ,  Henry's death occuring before those of h i s  parents 
and a l l  of the others since. 

John Osborne, the brother of David, Sr. ,  married, one of the b i n  
daughters of Garret Thew, and h i s  f i r s t  wife who died before the Thew's 
came t o  t h i s  neighborhood, He s e t t l ed  upon the second division of the 
or iginal  200 acre purchase. His houbc was the building now used by 
Elihu H. Hoag as a horse barn and the east l i ne  of his  l o t  was only a 
few f e e t  east of the dwelling. He had f ive  sons, Samuel, Isaac S , ,  
commonly called Sherwood, Abram, David and John, and four daughters, 
Rebecca, Abiah, Dorcas and Anne, 

Samuel Oeborn married Eunice Jacobs, a s i s t e r  o f  Leonard Sher- 
wood's f i r s t  wife was Sa l l i e  Ann Arnold and h i s  second who 1s s t i l l  
l iving, Mary A, Iraman. Abram married Eliza Calkins, David married 
Martha Reed and John's wife was Harriet ,  daughter of Turner Calkins 
of Calkins Street.  

Rebecca, born i n  1806, narried Samuel Ames, Abiah married Fes- 
tus Jones of Willsboro, Dorcas married Daniel Anfion Arnold and went 
with him ot  Ohio, and Ann& married Stephen Calkine and died i n  the 
same State ,  John Osborn, Sr, , died i n  1825, was buried near the cen- 
t e r  of the Quaker grave yard i n  the Union and  a t  h i s  head his  neigh- 
bor, Pliny Hoag, erected a plain sandstone s lab upon which he had 
marked the brief inscr ipt ion which i s  s t i l l  plainly legible.  

In 1834, Samuel Peasley sold the s ix ty  acre farm tha t  he had 
bought o f  David Osborn twenty years before . to  Isaac S. and Samuel , 
Osborn for $1,600. During the time tha t  he owned i t  he had bu i l t  
the brick house, and a f t e r  i t s  purchase Samuel and Eunice Osborn 
lived there about eight or ten years and then re.-moved'to'Dhio. 
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From 1825 to 1534 they had lived i n  a home which stood on the east 
si,e of the road which leads to  Clintonville,  on the land which now 
belongs t o  J .  W. Harkness, and i s  used as a pasture, 

Sherwood Osborn and his  family lived i n  the brick house bu i l t  
by Peasley form 1842 t o  1861, when having sold the farm t o  Elihu H. 
Hoag, he also re-moved.'.to Bennington, Ohio, where he and h i s  wife are  
s t i l l  l iving. Abram Osborn and his  wife had also se t t l ed  i n  Ohio, 
and i n  1859 the i r  brother David sold the farm on which t h e i r  fa ther  
had lived t o  Elihp Hoag and with his  family re-moved to' the,.same 
loca l i ty  were he died about four or f i ve  years ago. 

In 1836, David Hoag sold fifty-four acres af the f i f ty - f ive  
which he hbd bought of David and John Ofiborn i n  1804, t o  Samuel, 
I ~ a a c  S . ,  and John Osborn for  $1080. 'This'lot together with the 
for ty  acres which constituted the west division 01' the or iginal  pur- 
chase and the ten acre l o t  south of the road which formerly belonged 
t o  Garret Thew, became the farm of John, the son of John Osborn, 
Senior, There he lived u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1881, and there h i s  widow, 
Harriet, s t i l l  l i ve s  with the daughter, Lorette, now Mrs. Joseph Allen 
Of a l l  t,he children of those pioneers, Isaac Sherwood i s  the only one 
now l iving.  

J ,  W. Harkness 
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Whitcomb, Cochran and Starks 

Between the times of the Osborns' coming t o  Old Peru and the spring 
of 1796 th ree  more s e t t l e r s  had made t h e i r  homes i n  the same neighbor- 
hood, Robert Whitcomb, David Cochran and Stephen Starks,  

Robert Whitcomb is  believed t o  have come f i r s t  of the  three  though 
the only evidence thus f a r  found is the  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1796 h i s  farm of 
50 acres  was taxed the same a s  C.ochrants 150 and more than Starks t  100, 
The amount of the assessment depended pa r t ly  on the  improvements made, 
so i f  the  small farm was taxed the same a s  the  l a rge  one it shows t h a t  
it had been most improved, hence the  inference t h a t  it had been longest 
s e t t l ed .  

Whitcomb wae a son-in-law of Capt, Edward h r e r e t t  of the Union, 
h i s  wife being tha t  worthy gentlemen's daughter, Hannah. His f i f t y  acre 
farm l ay  d i r ec t ly  south of the eas t  ha l f  of the Osborn brothers1 two 
hundred. It went south as  far a s  the north end of what i s  now Elihu 
Hoag' s pasture,  and ran west from the  southeast corner of the farm owned 
by Plihu Hoag t o  the eas t  l i n e  of the  land which belongs t o  George L, 
and Bertha Hallock, Whitccmnbls log  house stood jus t  south of the  main 
road where the  lane comes down t o  David Eal lockts  house. There he was 
l i v i n g  in 1797 when Edward Hallock came and bought him out. There i s  a 
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  Whitcomb offered W l o c k  the farm f o r  a yoke of oxen but 
tha t  was not the pr ice  paid, f o r  the  deed reads "in consideration of 
three hundred dollars.t1 Whitcomb did not at once leave the h i l l  or i f  
he d id  he returned within three  or four  years but probably moved in to  
some house f a r t h e r  west than the one sold,  f o r  h i s  name is found on road 
warrants with thbse of Gilbert  and Garrett  'Phew and Caleb Southwick, 
and ae l a t e  a s  1803 he was overseer of highways of tha t  d i s t r i c t  while 
a t  t he  same time the Hallocks and Osborns were taxed i n  a d i f f e ren t  d is -  
t r i c t ,  In  1804, he had gone from the  h i l l  and worked h i s  t a x  i n  a dis- 
t r i c t  with Wm, Sunderland, Earl .  and John Howard and John Howe , That is  
believed t o  have been the  d i s t r i c t  where Herbert Stafford and Joseph 
Gordon now l i v e ,  but the exact locat ion of h i s  new home is unknown. It 
was back from the road rrhsre only a foot  path l e d  t o  i t  and he did not 
l i v e  t o  see a highway made t o  h ie  dwelling f o r  when he died a few of h i s  
old neighbors went t o  h i s  house on foo t  and brought h i s  r e d i n a  out a 
long distance t o  the road, where teams awaited them, from whence he was 
taken t o  h i s  grave i n  the  Quaker burying ground. 

His widow afterward became the wife of Eleazer Nichols. He l e f t  a t  
l e a s t  f ive  sons, t h e i r  names being Joshua, Eben, Edward, Linus and 
Robert, and one daughter named Ruth. 

Robert, the  youngest son, was brought up by h i s  uncle, David Allen 
Everett ,  married Martha Bragg of West Peru, l i ved  many years i n  the v i -  
c i n i t y  of Franklin Fa l l s  but returned t o  old Peru, bought a f m  on 
Allen Hlll and died i n  the f a l l  of 1887, h i s  widow surviving him but a 
few months. 

David Cochrm was another son-in-law of Captain E r s r e t t ,  h i s  wife s 
name being Susan. He came from Pembroke, a small place near Concord, , 
N. H. His farm joined Whitcomb's on the  west and ran  south about three 
times a s  f a r .  It has i n  l a t e  years been ca l l ed  the  Pliny Hoag farm and 
is now owned by Isaac Roberts except about t h i r t y  acres  off the eas t  
side which belongs t o  the Hallocks. Cochran f i r s t  sold t o  Edwnrd 
Hallock 25 acres  i n  a nearly square form out of the  northeast corner of 
h i s  farm. Afterwards he sold David Hoag the remainder, 125 acres,  and 
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Hallock made a t rade  with Hoag deeding t o  him 15 acres on the  west s ide  
of above mentioned 25, f o r  which he received 20 acres which l ay  south 
of the  remaining 10 which made a s t r a igh t  l i n e  between the two farms 
where it  remains t o  t h i s  day. 

After s e l l i n g  h i s  farm t o  Hoag, Cochran re-moved to .  khht i s  now 
ca l l ed  Telegraph S t ree t  and bougM the f m  now owned by Weoley Rider. 

His son Edward Everett  Cochran, commonly ca l led  b e r e t t ,  married 
and l ived many years upon t h a t  farm and another son named William re- 
moved t o  Michigan where he became a Baptist  clergyman, 

The oldes t  daughter, Rachel married Cyrus Ward. Abigal commonly 
ca l led  Nabby, married Aaron Boynton, l i ved  i n  Ellenburg and was the 
mother of Hall Boynton and Mrs. Prosper Roberts. 

Polly married Qodfrey Cornell and had a son named N o r t h e r  and a 
daughter Narcissa. Susan married James Reed and in her l a s t  year,  
l ived on Burnt H i l l  i n  the town of Saranac where the son F m a n  Reed, 
Bsq., s t i l l  res ides ,  

David Cochran married a second wife and two other daughters named 
Sophia, and Mary, the  former of whom married a man named Lewis Fundy, 

Narcissa Cornell married a gentleman named Bailer  whose home was 
in New Orleans. After l i v i n g  there  with him a few years,  she came back 
t o  Peru t o  v i s i t  her r e l a t i v e s ,  leaving her  husband and a l i t t l e  son 
named Peter ,  Her mother had died when she was qui te  young; and her 
f a t h e r ,  Godfrey Cornell, had m a r i e d  again and had other children,  one 
of whom was named Candace. 

After r e m a i n i x  a t  her  f a t h e r ' s  a few weeks, Narcissa Bailey 
s t a r t ed  f o r  her southern home, having with her an infant  daughter, born 
during her v i s i t  and her half s i s t e r ,  Candace Cornell, a young g i r l  of 
about th i r t een ,  The ship  on which they sa i l ed  from New Pork was wreck- 
ed; and of all on board, only two were saved, one of them being Narcissa 
Bailey's  infant  which was carr ied  by the waves t o  the  shore and deposit-. 
ed among the  rocks where i t  was found en t i r e ly  uninjured and restored 
t o  i t s  r e l a t i v e s ,  the mother and s i s t e r  both being drowned. 

I n  1814, when the Br i t i sh  invaded the county, David Gochrm and a 
Peru m i l i t i a  of whom he wag chosen Captain, performed very e f f i c i e n t  
service i n  the  defense of Plattsburgh.  It is s t a t e d  in the h is tory  of 
Clinton County t h a t  these Peru men under the  command of Captain Cochran 
were the  f i r s t  t o  meet the  foe. This encounter i s  s a id  t o  have taken 
place on the  6th of Sept . , f i v e  days before the b a t t l e ,  about fou r  miles 
north of Plattsburgh,  When on the  11th  a detachment of Br i t i sh  suc- 
ceeded i n  fording the r i v e r  near Pike ' s  cantonment they found the  m i l i -  
t i a  on the south bank ready t o  meet them. Of course, they r e t r ea ted  be- 
fore  the superior numbers of the  t r a ined  Br i t i sh  regulars but kept up 
an incessant f i r i n g  from behind the  l a rge  pines which covered the 
Plattsburqh plains and thus  g rea t ly  annoyed the enemy, Instead of re- 
t r ea t ing  towards the  f o r t s  they went i n  the  d i rec t ion of Peru and the 
Br i t i sh ,  not  knowing the way or  supposing t h a t  the  main body of Ameri- 
cans was before them, were thus l e d  away from t h e  f o r t s  which they had 
crossed the  r i v e r  on purpose t o  a t t ack ,  About three  miles from the  
r i v e r  on the  road toward Peru stands a small stone house on the  weet 
s ide  of the  road, In  f ron t  of t h a t  house the  Br i t i sh  column stopped 
and an off icer  was about t o  en te r ,  perhaps t o  inquire the  way t o  Pla t t s -  
burgh, wben a s  he stood on the s teps  he was struck by a ba l l  from a 
f i e l d  piece which had been planted by the  Americans in the road on a 
l i t t l e  h i l l  about half a mile f u r t h e r  eouth. About t h a t  time, it was 
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discovered tkt they had "got too f a r  from Canadau and began a hasty 
r e t r e a t  towards the  r ive r .  This was an opportunity f o r  Captain Cochran 
and h i s  men, and they avai led  themselves of i t ,  Running from t r e e  t o  
t r e e ,  they kept up a r a t t l i n g  f i r e  which c a u ~ e d  many a Br i ton  t o  b i t e  
the dus t ,  

"Behold the hedges and the  d i t ches  
And the  t r e e s  end every stump 
I n  t h e i r  homespun ~ h i r t r :  and breeches 
3ee the Yankees farmers jump,t1 

I t  i s  sa id  t h a t  Captain Cochran was a very prominent one i n  t h i s  
f i g h t ,  being Laown by h i s  broad-brimmed ha t  and sheep1 s gray s u i t ,  but 
while t h a t  might indica te  t h a t  he was a Quaker, ouch was not  t he  caae 
unler;s he joined "the meeting" a f t e r  he l e f t  t he  h i l l ,  Pos i t ive  proof 
existfi t h a t  i n  the year 1802 when he sold hifi farm t o  David Hoag, the 
Cochran family were ca l led  tlworldlr; people" and the f a c t  t h a t  he was a 
"bloody man of wartt i n  1314 i nd ica t e s  t h a t  he never became one of the 
Lociety of Aiendo,  The exact da t e  of h i s  death i.a unldown, but  the 
REPUBLICANIS worthy correspondent t13cribeusaya t h a t  i n  1336 the  old 
Captain vas l i v i n g  but very feeble  and probably died 2oon a f t e r ,  He i s  
believed t o  have been buried i n  the  l i t t l e  graveyard near the present  
residence of George Evere t t ,  h i s  grave being very near the  spot  where 
the old blockhouse formerly stood,  

After  Nathaniel P l a t t  deeded the  JOO acrev of land i n  Lot No. 5 t o  
the Thew brothers,  he st i l l  owned 200 ac res  i n  t h a t  l o t ,  He soon sold 
tha t  land t o  Cgrenus Newcomb who sold  the  south lzalf, 100 ac res ,  to  
S i l a s  Pomeroy who sold the same t o  John Parker who sold i t  t o  3tephen 
Starks.  A l l  of these  change3 of ownership had taken place rrithin s i x  
yoars,  and i t  iu  not known t h a t  any of the  owners before 3 t a rks  ever 
l i ved  ppon the l o t .  

Stephen : tarkst  100 ac res  included the  no tli 70 ac re s  of the  Hark- 
ness farm and UO ac re s  of the  e a s t  pa r t  of the farm now owned by George 
Arnold. I n  1797 Sterks deeded the  west ha l f  of h i s  l o t ,  50 ac re s ,  t o  
Lodoma Parker, of Plat tsburgh who is  believed t o  have been the wife of 
the John Parker,  from whom hc bought i t ,  I n  May, 1001, he sold h i s  re-  
maining 50 acreo t o  Daniel Harlcness and removed t o  Chateauga,y which i s  
thought t o  be the place from whence he came. IIow long he remained i n  
Chateaugay (he spel led  the name Shatagee) is  not known but old inhabit-  
an t s  of t h i s  town say  t h a t  he returned and about the year 1820 Iias l i v -  
in& on the present  Theodorus Baker farm near the  l ake ,  Whether he died 
there  or moved' away. ngain t l t r a d i t i o n  sayeth not ,  His .wife l~s  f i r s t  
name 'was Elenor, He had a brother David and b brother  o r  son Bbenezer 
who l ived  in the neighborhood in 1799, 

I r a  Starks ,  a son of Stephen, was elected Town Clerk of Peru f o r  
four successive years,  from 181 6 to  19 inc lus ive .  His beau t i fu l  
penmanship and correc t  spe l l i ng  indica te  t h a t  h i s  education was much 
superior t o  t h a t  of t he  average farmer or town o f f i c e r .  It is be- 
l ieved tha t  he died in November 1819, f o r  i n  the l a t t e r  pa r t  of t h a t  
month Chauncey Btoddard was appointed t o  f i l l  a vacanc:; and serve a s  
Town Clerk u n t i l  the  annual Town Meeking insApril,.1820,, 

Thia I r a  Starks had a brother,  Thomas, and s i s t e r ,  Nabby and 
Rachel, and the  l a t t e r  of whom married Ezekiel Hodges nnd l i v e s  on the 
farm now owned by Richard Irwin in  West Peru, 

J. W, Harkness 
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The year 1797 i s  a memorable i n  the annals of our quiet  neighbor- 
hood f o r  the  coming of the Hallock family from Ferrisburg,  V t .  

A sketch of tha t  family was printed i n  the REWBLICAN of June 30, 
1888, and it is not my purpose t o  repeat here any statements made there- 
in, but only t o  correct  one or two mistakes and supply such omissions 
a s  seem t;o be important, 

Edward Hallock married the daughter of Robert, not Pliny,  Ear l  
and the farm which he bought of Robert Whitcomb contained but 50 in -  
stead of 140 acres,  but he purchased of other par t ies  land ly ing  on 
three s ides  of that farm till he had, before he divided with h i s  brother 
and s i s t e r s ,  680 acres.  The portion tha t  f e l l  t o  Isaac w8s about 45 
acres of the  Whitcomb farm and enough of the other to  make 140 acres. 

The mother of the Hallocks came with them to  Peru and f o r  some 
years a f t e r  the new houses were b u i l t  l ived with her daughters Grace 
and Dinah i n  the eas t  rooms of I saac ' s  house on the Whitcomb farm. 

After the death of h i s  f i r s t  wife, Edward married I I a ~ a h ,  the 
widow of John Osborne who sumrived him and passed her l a s t  years with 
her sons i n  Ohio, 

The t r a c t  of land which since the coming of t h i s  family has been 
known a s  Hallock Hill, consis ts  of about 1,500 acres of t i l l a b l e  s o i l  
besides an equal area  tha t  is  unf i t  f o r  cult ivation.  It l i e s  i n  the 
central  par t  of the  Tovm of AuSable, and on the northern slope of the  
watershed which separates the valleys of the Great and L i t t l e  Augable 
Rivers, The eastern slope of the  same elevation of land i s  called 
Taylor H i l l  a f t e r  William and Stephen Taylor who were anong i t s  f i r s t  
s e t t l e r s ,  The southern and western slopes have never been se t t l ed  and 
a re  s t i l l  covered with foros t .  

The main s t r e e t  or road of Hallock H i l l  runs west from the corners 
where Edward Ballock l ived ,  a l i t t l e  more than one and a hal f  miles and 
then descends rapidly t o  the L i t t l e  River valley,  Another road which 
forms r i g h t  angles with t h i s ,  runs south from the Union past  the Edward 
Hallock place, over the eastern part  of the  h i l l ,  and down through the  
Taylor neighborhood t o  the v i l l age  of Keeseville, Another runs south 
from a point i n  the main s t r e e t  one and a fourth miles west of the east- 
ern extremity and leads through about three miles of unsett led f o r e s t  
larid toward Clintonville and a shont piece of road about one-fourth of 
a mile eas t  of the  one l a s t  mentioned runs south from the main s t r e e t  
t o  the Thew and Quarter residences, 

T.he exact elevat$on of' t h i s  h i l l  above the lake is  unknown but it 
is su f f i c i en t  t o  afford most magnificent views of tha t  part  of t h a t  
country which l i e s  north of i t ,  From every point along the main s t r e e t  
and the other roads except tha t  which passes through woods toward Clin- 
tonv i l l e ,  the sp i res  of Plattsburgh, the islands in Lake Champlain, the 
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mountains of Vermont und almost the ent i re  towns of Yeru, Ychuyler 
Fal ls ,  and Mot tsburgharedis t inc t lyv is ib le ,  . 

But i f  you wish t o  obtain a view that  is equalled by few i f  any 
nearer than the summit of Whiteface you should ascend to  the  top of 
the h i l l  tha t  r i s e s  a l i t t l e  southeast .of the present Hallock home - 
stead. No words of mine a re  adequate t o  describe the beauty, sublimity,. 
or extent of -the prospect which the v i s i t o r .  t o  tha t  point w i l l  find 
awaiting him and the only way t o  obtain an idea of it i s  f o r  each t o  
come and see. Among i t s  other features a re  a t  l e a s t  a thousand f i e l d s  
of almost every color,  shape and s iee ,  l i k e  the blocks i n  a woman's 
.cra5y q u i l t  and the great var ie ty  of borders including stone, stump 
board, r a i l ,  bush, pole,  and wire fences, hedges, ditches and highways 
help t o  make the  resemblance s t i l l  more complete. 

The s o i l  of Hallock Hill i s  f e r t i l e  m d  not d i f f i c u l t  to  . 
cul t ivate  where it has been subdued, but the walls which surround almost 
every f i e l d  and great  heaps of stones tha t ,  on some farms, have been 
accumulating f o r  about a century bear witness t o  the industry of our 
ancestors and the amount of hard labor which they were obliged t o  
perf om.  

I n  1799 or 1800, Caleb Southwick, whose wofe Phebe was the s i s t e r  
of John and David Osborne, came from Danvers, Mass,, t o  old Peru and 
set t led on the west s ide  of the brook tha t  s t i l l  bears h i s  name though 
it might as  appropriately be called the Thew Brook fo r  the Thews had 
owned the  land throcgh which it  flowed fo r  ten years before he came and 
have continued to  own a part  of it t o  t h i s  day, 

Southwick was a tanner and curr iar  by trade and he b u i l t  a tannery 
near the brook and a few rods north of the road. The foundation wall 
on which t h a t  building stood can be seen there  though it i s  overgrown 
with a dense th icket  of wild plums which i n  these early May days appears 
t o  be one so l id  bank of whiteness and fragrance. Jus t  south of t h a t  
stone foundation some depressions i n  the surface of the ground mark the 
places where the  vats  xere located. The great  stone wheal lay near them 
till a few years ago when it was drawn to  the school house yard and now 
supports the cen t ra l  from post of the shed i n  which the people t i e  t h e i r  
horses when they came to  meeting, Southwickt s f i f t y  acres now belong 
to  3idney Reynolds and h i s  l o t  extended from the place where Reynoldst 
west barn now stands t o  a point about f ive  rods eas t  of the  north end 
of the Thew Road, Afterward he, or h i s  son Paul, bought of Dr, Mathews 
one acre of land which joined the f i f t y  acre l o t  on the e a s t  side and 
was bounded by the eas t  l i n e  of the present school house yard. On tha t  
acre, Dr. Mathews had bu i l t  a framed house and was l iv ing  about the year 
1815. 

After the Southwick family bought it they moved into  tha t  house 
. and l ived there several  years, It was burned more than f o r t y  years ago 
but the old c e l l a r  st i l l  marks i ts  s i t e .  Caleb Southwick i s  said' to  
have died i n  1819. His widow, ItAunt Phebetf died i n  1843, a t  the age of 
79. They had a son David who died when a young man soon a f t e r  he was 
married, Paul was born i n  1796, died in 1858, leaving one son, Dr, 
David Southwick of Ogdensburg, and f ive  daughters whose present names 
are  Mary Grif f in ,  Phebe Childs, Deborah Harris,  Hannah Rowell, and 
3arah Southwick. 
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Abigal, daughter of Caleb and Phebe did not marry. She died 
in 1870 aged 70 years. Edward Married Maria Miller and died i n  
Peabody, a s  old Danvers, lrlass i s  now called, in 1870, a t  the  age of 
63. His widow died about April 1 ,  1889, a t  the residence of the i r  only 
son, Cale-b, who l ives  in Massachusetts, a few miles south-east of 
Boston, 

At the time of the Massacre of Wyoming by the Tories and Indians 
under command of Col. John Butler, in July 1778, there l ived in that  
valley a family by the name of Baker. It escsped the f a t e  t o  which 
80 many were doomed, death by the tomahawk, by leaving a l l  of t h e i r  
goods, except what could be carried on the backs of two horses, and 
journeying on foot to Danby, Vt , ,  a distance of nearly two hundred 
miles, 

One of the sons who with h i s  parents took that  t e r r i b l e  journey 
was named Reuben, his  age being 12 years, He grew t o  manhood i n  Danby, 
merried Elizabeth, daughter of Andrew White, who was the grandfather 
of the Andrew, who lived and died near Lapham1s Mills, and in 1796, 
removed with h i s  family and t h a t  of h i s  wife's fa ther  to  old Peru. He 
set t led f i r s t  i n  the Union on land now owned by Richard Keese I1 but 
a f t e r  a. year or two removed t o  Taylor Kill where he leaoed some land 
that  i s  said to have been owned by the Schuylers. About the year 1800 
he sold h i s  lease  and moved t o  Hallock H i l l  where he bought 12 acres 
out of the northwest corner of Gilbert Thew's farm and b u i l t  a log 
house a few rods east of the north end of the Harkness Road, Re worked 
fo r  Caleb Southwick i2 the tannery three or four years and then resold 
the land to Gilbert Thew and bought of Richard Hallock, a brother of 
Edward, the farm about a mile fur ther  west i n  the val ley of the L i t t l e  
AuSable where he lived u n t i l  1857, and where h i s  son Stephen s t i l l  l ives .  
He worked for  Dyer Arnold in the tannery a t  the foot of the hill on the 
farm now owned by Nelson Quarter, and with the help of h i s  sons made 
brick just south of the brook which runs through the pasture where . 
t races  of the old brick k i l n  can s t i l l  be seen, 

His son Ezekiel and hio daughters, Ruth and Mercy were born i n  
Dnnby, Tt. ,  Any i n  the Union, Andrew on Taylor R i l l ,  Qideon and Spencer 
on Hallock Hi l l ,  Stephen and Seneca on the present Baker farm, the 
former i n  1808, the l a t t e r  in 1813, Ruth became the wife of Peter Weaver 
of Schuyler Pal ls ,  and Seneca in Chesterfield, three miles south of 
Clintonville , 

The some year that W e r  came to the H i l l  a man naued James Umber 
bought of  Garrat Thew the acre l o t  which now belongs t o  the Osborne 
farm. He lived on it several years but never got a deed. He too, 
vorked for  Southwick in the tannery, His wife's name wzs Christians, 
and they had eeveral children, What became of the family is  unknown to  
the writer.  

.hobably written in  1889. J, W. Harkness 
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David snd Daniel Harhess  arid ~ a v i x  Hoaiq. 
A centwy ago tliere l ived  i n  the town of Adams. county of Berkshire 

and S ta te  of Massachusetts, a worty Quaker by the &e of idam Harkness. 
He was a sol id  man i n  more than one sense. The great  arm cha i r  t h a t  was 
mde  expressly f o r  him, because no ordinary one was s u f f i c i e n t l y  large  
t o  fu r r i sh  him a comfortable s e a t ,  is now i n  my possession and my two 
hundred pounds avoidpois f i l l s  but a f r ac t ion  of its ample capacity. 
Like the  ancient dweller i n  the  land of Uz he was "one tb,t feared God 
and eschewed ev i l . "  Before me i s  one of h i s  autograph l e t t e r s  dated 
"Adams, ye' 22 of 3 mo. 1803," i n  which he reminds h i s  "respected son, 
Daniel" of some "expressions i n  a l e t t e r  dated 11 of ll l a s t t t  and wishes 
him t o  "hartely give up i n  f u l l  obedience and l e t  him t h a t  names the  
Nme of the Lord depart  from Enequity," He was a man of some means f o r  
it   aid tha t  when he cane t o  v i s i t  t h i s  same Daniel and found him l iv ing  
on a f i f t y  acre farm he offered t o  buy one hundred acres adjoining and 
mke him .a present of i t ,  but Daniel answered tha t  the  one hundred acre 
l o t  was covered with great  overgrown pine t r e e s  and he d i d n ' t  care any- 
thing about it. These sane overgrown pines were afterward sold f o r  more 
than enough t o  pay f o r  the farm and thus proved t o  be worth a fortune t o  
the man who bought i t ,  

This Adm Hzrkness had two sons and two daughters who came t o  l i v e  
i n  (old) Peru besides about as many who did not. The oldes t  daughter,. 
Thankful, came on'horseback by way of Willsboro, crossed the  AuSable a t  
the fordway about a mile above where Keeseville i s  now located and set-  
t l e d  on Hallock H i l l  i n  1799 or 1800. 

David bought the  Pdfty acres t h a t  S t e  hen Starka' had. deedkd t o  Lod- 
erne Parker now owned by Geo. Arriold, and a t  subsequent times other  l o t s  
adjoining till he owned near ly  o r  qui te  500 acres,  He Married Ruth Hox- 
ey, and a f t e r  her death found another wife i n  the southern pa r t  of t h i s  
Sta te  whosz maiden name I have not been able  t o  ascer ta in .  The names 
Of h i s  children were Asa, Jose?h, Elizabeth, David, Giddeon, Adm, W i l -  
liam, Richard and Mary. 

He bu i l t  t he  stonehouse where George Arnold now l ives .  He was a 
noted preacher among the Friends or Quakers and it i s  said t h a t  when 
the S p i r i t  moved him t o  speak it was with great  power, He removed with 
h i s  family t o  Michigan and h i s  sons Gideon and Richard a l s o  became 
preachers and the  l a t t e r  continues t o  preach t o  t h i s  day, the  other 
sons and daughters being now dead, It was the  pract ice  of the  Quaker 
preachers of the  olden time t o  take long journeys, stopping with 
Friends or people of t h e i r  own denomination, and preaching the  Gospel 
or our Lord ar Saviour wherever they could f ind  a meeting-house, a 
school-house, o r  any othef place weere the people could congregate t o  
hear them, It was while on one of those preaching tours about the  year 
1810 t h a t  an in te res t ing  incident occurred t o  David Harkness t h a t  may . 
be worth re l a t ing .  He was stopping over night with some Quakers i n  a 
newly s e t t l e d  region not f a r  f r o s  the  Pennsylvania l i n e  and during the 
evening his host asked him i f  he had never seen water burn. &rkness 
repl ied  tha t  i t  had never been h i s  fortune t o  meet one who was smart 
enough t o  s e t  a r i v e r  on f i r e  and was to ld  tha t  he should see  the  thing 
done. The whole family then went out,  one carrying a l ighted torch and 
3 .  . .  . . - :  
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when they reached the bank of a small stream tha t  flowed neaf the 
house t;he torch was applied to  i t s  surface when l o !  a br ight  flame 
sprang up and spread a l l  over the water and followed the stream down 
through the woods as  f a s t  as it could be seen, That was a t  l e a s t  
fo r ty  or perhaps f i f t y  gears before people began to  rea l ize  ' that val- 
uable o i l  could be obtained from the ground and i f  David Harkness had 
not been a' man whose simple statement or affirmation was more re l iab le  
than some other people oaths it i s  doubtful about t h i s  s tory being be- 
lieved by those to whom he related it, 

Thankful Harkness married William Kirby and s e t t l ed  i n  the d i s - :  
t r i c t  s t i l l '  called \&'st Peru, though now in  Ausable, on the farm which 
her son Adam, named for  h i s  grand-father Harkness s t i l l  owns, About 
two years, a f t e r  coming of David Harkness to  old Peru, h i s  brothcr 
Daniel followed him and on Itthe forth day of the f i f t h  month i n  the 
year of our Lord on thousand Eight hundred one," I1Stephen Starks of 
Shatagee i n  Clinton County and State of New YorkIf deeded t o  him the 
east  half of the south half of the west two-fifths of Lot No. 5, con- 
taining 50 acres of land, A year l a t e r ,  the 21st of the s i x th  month 
1802, h i s  brother David sold him twenty acres from the south end of 
h i s  f i f t y  acrelot  making seventy acres i n  a l l .  This Daniel was, 
course, a birth-right Quaker but he was not destined t o  remain one 
very long for  when i n  the f a l l  of 1802 he married Nabby Cochran, the 
s i s t e r  of Captiain David, he committed an offence which caused him to 
be disowned by the Society, He was fa i th fu l ly  "laboured with" but 
would not say tha t  he was sorry for what he had done, so a t  l a s t  a no- 
t i c e  waH served upon him of which the following i s  a t rue  copy: 

"Daniel Harkness Having so f a r  Disregarded the Whole- 
some Disapline of our Society as  t o  be married t o  one 
not a member amongst friends and by a magistrate for .  
which he had been laboured with, but without the de- 
s i red effect.--Therefore the meeting Unites i n  Disown- 
ing him from being any Longer a member, Unti l1  he maltes 
Stat isfact ion to the Meeting. 
Es t~ac t ed  from the minutes of Peru Monthly Meeiing 
Eel6 Oi l  the 28th of the 4th mo ,1803. 

By Benjrn Sherman C1l lk , ' l  

The marriage above referred to  took place i n  the log house which 
David Cochran the brother of the br ide  had just sold with h i s  farm t o  
David Boag and it was but a few days before the Cochran family moved 
from that farm t o  t he i r  new home on what i s  now called Telegraph. . 
Street ,  

Daniel and h i s  wife a t  once began house keeping i n  the log house 
whe're Starks had lived which stood near the northeast corner of the 
farm 'in what i s  nowthe Harkness Orchard, There they continued t o  l ive  
till about 1820 when the house was bu i l t  i n  which the present Rarknesa 
family s t i l l  l ives ,  Daniel and Nabby Harkness had three sons named 
Nehemiah, William and Lovejoy and one daughter, Anna. William and 
Lovejoy died i n  ear ly  childhood but Nehemiah, born in  1803, grew up 
and married Deborah, the oldest daughter of David Allen Everett  and 



His wife Betsy the daughter of Garet Thew, With her  he l i ved  upon the  
farm where he was born t i ll  h i s  death i n  1870 and on t h a t  farm h i s  wid- 
ow s t i l l  l i v e s ,  

Anna, the  daughter of Daniel Harkness had one son, Daniel D. , who 
l i v e s  i n  Cer r i l l o s ,  New Mexico, and a daughter, Mary Ann, who married 
Lewis B. LaFountain and now l i v e s  in Dow Ci ty ,  Iowa, The name of Anna 
Harkness' husband was David Robinson. She died i n  A u g ,  1860, aged 
about 52, 

Af ter  Daniel Harkness was disowned by the Quakers f o r  having mar- 
r i ed  one of the "World's peoplet' he joined the Methodist Church and 
continued a member of i t  u n t i l  h i s  death in 1859 a t  the age of 82, His 
wife must have been four  years h i s  senior  f o r  she died i n  1844 a t  t he  
age of 71, For 14 years a f t e r  the marriage of Nehemiah Harkness he and 
h i s  family l ived  in a house a t  the south end of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  o r ig ina l  
l o t  but  i n  1848 hemoved i n t o  the  house which h i s  f a the r  had b u i l t  i n  
1820 and there  the  Harkness family still res ides .  It i s  on the  road 
tha t  leads  from the main s t r e e t  towards Cl in tonvi l le ,  

Deborah Harkness, another s i t l t e r  of David and Daniel, came t o  Peru 
a few years l a t e r ,  and afterward became the second wife of Stephen 
Keese, whose daughter, Elizabeth married Benjamin Smith and was the  mo- 
the r  of Stephen Keese Srhith, who s t i l l  l i v e s  i n  Peru. 

In  the l a s t  half  of l a s t  Century the re  l i ved  in the  County of 
Dutchess, New York, another Quaker farmer named E l i j ah  Hoag, Like most 
of the farmers of t h a t  day, he knew how t o  do o the r  work besides farming 
and there is  n stone Quaker meeting houee still otanding about 18 miles 
eas t  of Poughkeepsie which is sa id  t o  have been b u i l t  by h i s  hands, 

About the year 1785 o r  '90, he removed t o  Ferrisburgh, V t .  with 
h i s  wife and family cons is t ing  of four  sons named Joseph, David, Jon- 
athon, and Elihu,  and one daughter, Hannah. The o ldes t  son, Joseph, 
afterward became famous by having a wonderful v is ion  while a t  work in 
h i s  f i e l d  a t  Monkton, Vt,,, i n  t he  year 1803, i n  which was revealed t o  
him moot of t he  grea t  events which were t o  take  place i n  our country 
including the C i v i l  War, the abo l i t i on  of s lavery ,  and o the r  things 
which have come t o  pass,  Jonathon Hoag s e t t l e d  in Lincoln, Vt, , and 
was the f a t h e r  of E l i j a h  who came t o  old Peru about 1825 and whose 
son Richard now l i v e s  i n  Keesevil le,  Hannah Hoag m r r i e d  Stephen 
Carpenter and he r  son was the f i r s t  husband of Mary, the daughter of 
Isaac Hallock, 

David Hong married Elizabeth,  daughter of Robert Ea r l  and s i s t e r  
of Pers ia  Hallock, I n  company with h i s  youngest brother,  Elihu, he 
went t o  Starksboro, V t .  and there  erected a g r i s t  and a saw m i l l  which 
afterward burned. The grothers  r e b u i l t  these  mills but again had the 
misfortune t o  lo se  them by f i r e  and h v i d  f e e l i n g  very much discouraged 
when he received a l e t t e r  from h i s  brother-in-law Edward Hallock advis- 
ing  him t o  s e l l  out h i s  i n t e r e s t  there  and come nnd buy 3 farm in Peru, 
He decided it yas the ' t h ing  t o  do, and so. i t  came t o  pass that i n  1802 
he bought of David Cochran h i s  remaining 12 acres  on Hallock H i l l .  b o  
years l a t e r  he bought of David and John Osborn f i f t y - f  ive acres t h a t  
they had bought of Gi lber t  and, Garret Thew, and some years afterward 
he bought of Smuul  Peasley 87Tacres which l a y  nor th  of the road d i r - ,  
ec t ly  opposite h i s  house on the  Cochran farm, He passed the  remiinderd 
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h i s  l i f e  an tha t  farm, dying i n  1848 a t  the age of 78, and h i s  widow 
lived t i ll  1856 when she was 87. They had seven daughters, t he  f i r s t  :* . 
four of whom were born i n  Vermont, and four sons named Pl iny ,  Embree, 
Russell  and Elihu. Pliny was born i n  1802, the same year that h i s  " . 
f a the r  bought the  Cochran fnrm, and passed a grea ter  p a r t  of h i s  l i f e  on 
tha t  place,  dying i n  1874, The number of h i s  chi ldren  was the  same a s  ' 
t ha t  of h i s  f a r t h e r ' s ,  eleven. 

Embree Hoag, who was by rnar;y erroneously ca l led  Emery, was a ' 

teacher f o r  many years. He f i n a l l y  removed t o  Wisconsin and there died 
i n  1872. Russell  died when a young man. Elihu the youngest son of David 
Hoag was born f i v e  days a f t e r  the  Bat t le  of Plat tsburgh.  He merried 
Ruth Leggett who was the s i s t e r  of P l iny ' s  Wife, and i n  1851 o r  about 
that year bought of Sherwood Osborn the 60 acre farm whlch has been the  
or ig inal  homestead of David Osborn, Senior,  A few years l a t e r  he bought 
of Davicl, Zd, t he  son of John Osborn, Senior. the farlu wliich 1ay'Ai- .; 
rectly west and thus becane the owner of one of the  bes t  farms i n  
AuSable, His wife died butna few months ago mid he i s  s t i l l  l i v h g  a t  
the age of 75. He i sn the  so l e  representat ive of the  o ld  Quakers who 
f orluerly oaied almost every farm on Hallock H i l l  though the  meetings 
in  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  have long sonce been d i s c o n t i n ~ e d  f o r  lack  of n 
su f f i c i en t  nunber t o  nake 3, congregation, he st i l l  a t t ends  the  quart- 
e r l y  and yearly neet ings  of t h e  Society which a re  held st Glens F a l l s ,  
fl. Y., Fc x i s b u r g ,  Vt, , Portland,  Me., m d  other  par tv  of the Unit6d 
Sta tes .  

This s tory  was the  f i r s t  oze found, wher t h o s e  of us who have 
been studing that? and bringing them up t o  udte, thought they 113d 
been l o s t .  It ~ 3 8  in a PLATTSBURGH MmTBLICAN,dated 1889. The p q e r  
was given by the l a t e  Miss Bertha Anson. 



Notes: The Hallocks of Hallaoc Hill--David and Daniel Harkness and 
David Hoag, 

Art ic le  V. 

The "overgrown pine t r e e  l o t "  is  now the farm of Mrs. Dorothy 
Macomber Fel io  (Mrs. Cl i f ton Fel io)  

The George Arnold farm with the large  stone house is  s t i l l  i n  the 
Arnold family, the present owners being Mr, and Mrs. Ray Arnold and 
son, Robert, and a s i s t e r  Miss Grace E. Arnold. Their f a the r  was 
Bion Arnold, son of George, 

Richard Roag of Keeseville married Lucia Pope, s i s t e r  of Dr. Will is  
Pope. Their home was on Beach St. ,  the  present home of Charles gmith, 
Once owned by Dr. K.J.Severence. 

The William Kirby farm i s  West Peru was passed down through four 
generations, Leon Stafford being one owner, presently owned by the  
Ray Banker family. ( ~ o n a l d  Banker) 

The home of Capt. David'Cochran on Telegraph S t ree t  was the home of 
Wesley Fyder and i s  now owned and occupied by h i s  daughter, Mary Ryder 
Mace, (Mrs, Clarence) David Cochran l ived on t h e  farm now owned by 
Wm. McCormick. 

Stephen Starks l ived  on the  part  of the farm now owned by Dorothy 
Macomber Fel io  (Mrs. Cl i f ton)  on the  re jected I1pine t r ee  l o t . "  

The Thew farrcs of the  Gilbert  and Garrett  Thew a r e  up a lane. from 
the Hallock R i l l  Rd. One of the farms was once owned by W i l l  
Carpenter, t he  other i s  presently owned by Daaase Martin. That road :. .. 
oiice. continued bver;.to the J.W. Harheas .  Road. 

The gtephen Keese farm is now owned by Avery Stafford.  

The " ~ o k n a l  of Joseph Hoag" has been preserved. Miss Grace Brnold 
has a copy, revised edi t ion.  Joseph Roag was born April 22, 1762 and 
died November 21, 1946. 

Isaac Hallock rrarried Phebe Underhill and l ived  on the farm now 
occupied by John T, McCormick. The Edward Hallock farm is  now owned 
by Roger ltBennylt Bezio. David and John Osborn farms, the l a t e  Samuel 
Gordon, now W. T. McCormick. Samuel Peasley once owned t h i s  farm and 
i s  said t o  have b u i l t  the  brick house. Re married Jane, daughtor of 
Henry Green and Elizabeth Keese.1. He is  a l s o  the  founder of Peasley- 
v i l l e .  Ross and Ruth Arnold McIlae own a par t  of t h i s  old Cochran farm. 
9amuel Peasley owned the Hoag-Osborn farm from 1814 t o  1834. Elihu Roag 
died in 1905 a t  the age of 90. His daughter and her husband, Mr, and 
Mrs. Horatio owned t h e  farm fo r  many years, on retirement sold it t o  
Samuel Gordon. After h i s  death, h i s  son Forest kept the farm, and then 
sold it t o  William McCormick. Roratio Baker w i l l  be remembered a s  the 
donator of the  Peru Public Library. 

Henry Green, who sold  the land f o r  the  Quaker Cemetery married 
Elizabeth Keeab .I ,  t h e  daughter of John I1 and Elizabeth Titus Keese. . 



Notes; David and Daniel Ra r - e s s  ~ n d  David Hoaa, Art ic le  V 5a: 
'. 

The farm of Ilavid noog and son Pliny was l a t e r  owned by Isaac 
Roberts and i s  presently owned by Peter Martin for  the l a s t  50 years 
or more. Mr, and Mrs, Martin celebrated the i r  50th wedding anniversary 
in 1963. Mr, and Mrs. Victor Martin, Peter ' s  parents l ived i n  the early 
1900 on the next farm west on one of the Thew farms, now occupied by 
Damase Martin, Gilbert and Garrett Thew set t led on these farms in 1789, 
the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  on Hallock H i l l .  

Dr. Georgia Harkness, in her address before the Quaker Union Society 
in 1959, said tha t  her great grandmother was considered worldly as she 
wore a "red coat ,If 

Historians say that the Rogers Road croased the fordway t o  a Good- 
r i ch  farn, which is'now the farm of the l a t e  Raymond Pray. The house 
on the Pray farn and the.one on the Wm. Thimpson farm were bu i l t  by two 
brothers, Jeremiah and Elihu Hayes, 

Notes compiled by Mildred G. Keese and Grace E. Arnold. 1963. 



EARLY SETTLERS OF HALLOCK HILL 
VI 

Mil ler ,  Bowron, Sanborn, and the  Arnold Brothers 

Scrapbook owned by Miss Grace Arnold 

Thomas Miller  and Keziah h i s  wife came t o  old Peru i n  1804 and 
s e t t l e d  on a farm of 623 acres  which l ay  on the  northwestern slope of 
Hallock H i l l  on both  s ides  of the  road t h a t  descends toward the ' l i t t l e  
AuSable , 

Mil ler  was a t  t ha t  time 36 years of age, a millwright  by t rade  and 
a good workman as some of the buildings which he erected s t i l l  t e s t i f y ,  
The land on which he s e t t l e d  had formerly belonged t o  David Harkness 
who deeded i t  i n  181 2 t o  Jeremiah S h e r r i l l ,  and in 181 7 ,  Itin consid- 
e ra t ion  of love ,  good-will and esteemttl  deeded the  same t o  h i s  daughter 
Keziah Miller .  The stone house ,. on the brow of the h i l l ,  now owned by 
Miss S a l l i e  M. Arnold, was b u i l t  by Mil ler  i n  1822, and i n  1830, he and 
h i s  wife deeded the farm t o  t h e i r  son-in-law Samuel Boorne who l ived 
there  and cared f q r  h i s  w i fe ' s  parents  during t h e i r  dec l in ing  years. 

Mrs. Mil ler  died in 1838 and her  husband i n  1852, when he died he 
was 84 years  of age. Besides Mrs, Cornelia Boorne they had four  o ther  
daughters, Phebe, the  o ldes t  married Emanuel Beardsley, Sal ly  married 
Eleazer Arnold, and Betsy, h i s  brother Alvah, Maria became the wife . 
of Edward Southvick and l i ved  u n t i l  the ea r ly  p a r t  of t h i s  year,  1889, 
Samuel Boorne sold the Mil ler  farm t o  Eleazer Arnold and removed t o  
AuSable Forks where he had a wheelwright shop which was destroyed by the 
grea t  f r e s h e t  of 1856 when he moved t o  Lowell, Mass,, where he has 
s ince  died,  

Sometime between 1807 and 1810, a man named Jacob Bowron bought 
the 100 a c r e  l o t  which the contented Daniel Harkness had declined to  
accept as a g i f t  from h i s  f a t h e r  because of those "great  overgrown pine 
t r ees"  which covered it, That l o t  l ay  nor th  of both David's and ' . 
Daniel 's  f i f t y  acre  l o t s  and between Southwick's f i f t y  ac re s  which l a y  
eas t  of i t  and the Mil ler  farm, which was west, Bowron's wife, who is  
now mentioned by the  old inhabi tants  by the f ami l i a r  name of "Aunt 
Molly," was an English woman a d  when the war of 1812 broke out her 
sympathies were na tu ra l ly  on the s ide  of he r  mother country, On the 
11 t h  of September, 181 4, as the  wife and chi ldren  of Daniel Harkness 
were standing i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  l o g  house l i s t e n i n g  t o  the  roar  of the 
cannon and watching the smoke of b a t t l e  a s  i t  rose  above the waters of 
Cumberland Bay, Mollie Bowron came up the road from her  own home about .  
f i f t y  rods f a r t h e r  nor th ,  and r a i s i n g  her  hands a s  i f  imploring Divine 
ass is tance  exclaimed in fervent  tones, t'Success t o  the B r i t i s h , "  I 

Nabby Harkness, whose hea r t  was as l o y a l  a s  that of her  brother 
David Cochran who was a t  t h a t  moment f igh t ing  the  redcoats on P la t t s -  , 
burgh p l a ins ,  never forgot  t o  he r  dying day how indignant she f e l t  to- 
wards her Tory neighbor, but t he re  is no record of the answer t h a t  she 
made and perhaps the  words would have scorched the paper i f  they had 
been wri t ten ,  It w i l l  be remembered tha t  Nabby was not a Quaker, 



Early S e t t l e r s  of Hall.ock Hill--Miller, Bowron, Sanborn and the - 
&mold Brothers 

Jacob and Molly Bowron sold  t h e i r  farm i n  1811 t o  Nathaniel Hanson 
and removed t o  the Union where "Aunt Molly" died i n  1833, a t  the age 
of 80 a t  the house of h e r  son Jacob who l ived on the farm now owned by 
George Howard, The date  of he r  husband's death i s  unknown, 

When i n  181 2 Edward b l l o c k  resolved t o  build the b ig  house where 
Harrison Arnold now l i v e s  he saw tha t  he would need the he1.p of a car- 
penter  so  he promised Isaac Sanborn who was known t o  be a good'workman, 
house and f i v e  acres  of land i f  he would come and do h i s  wood-work, 
Sanborn agreed, the f i v e  acres  were measured off from the northwest 
corner of the 500 acre  l o t  which Hallock had bought of the Rogers f m -  
i l y ,  and a home was b u i l t  where William Bnker's house now stands.  It 
was f inished on Saturday night  and Sunday morning Mrs. Sanborn and he r  
children came t o  see t h e i r  new home. It was already f o r  occupation ex- 
cept t ha t  there were l a r g e  quan t i t i e s  of shavings made by the  carpent- 
e r ' s  planes ly ing  on the  f l o o r s ,  and t h e  mother d i rec ted  h e r  sons t o  
ga ther  them i n  t h e i r  a m 8  and carry  them a l l  t o  the nor th  room, and 
burn them i n  the grea t  open f i r e  place which i n  those days was used in-  
stead of the more modern stoves.  The s i x  boys, Isaac,  I r a ,  John, 
William, Daniel and S i l a s  o r  a s  many of them a s  were a t  t h a t  time old 
enough t o  help,  enjoyed tha t  task  and soon a hot  f i r e  was roar ing  up the 
chimney but t h e i r  fun was of sho r t  duration f o r  a spark from the f i r e -  
place f e l l  among the dry shavings which were sca t tered  on the  f l o o r  and 
in a moment the new houue was i n  flames. No wonder the poor family 
that had been looking forward Co the comforts of t h e i r  nice new house 
could not r e s t r a i n  t h e i r  gr ief  a t  thuu seeing i t  vanish in f i r e  and 
smoke, but ear ly  the next  moining Edward Hallock came on with h i s  men 
and teams, the other neighbors came and helped more o r  l e s s  and the next 
Sunday morning another new house, a l l  complete and ready, stood on the  
spot  where the f i r s t  one was burned. 

The same vesse l  t h a t  brought old Pe te r ,  the ancestors of a l l  the  
Hallocks, t o  America in 1640, had another passenger by name of Isaac  
Arnold who is  believed t o  have been the  ancestor of a l l  the Arnolds i n  
this .country. That he was a worthy man i s  proved by the  f a c t  that he 
was chosen by the  townsmen t o  represent  them i n  the convention a t  
Jamaicq Long Is land,  i n  1673, and e i t h e r  he o r  a son of the same name 
was elected f i r s t  County Judge of Suffolk County i n  1693. I n ' t h e  ear ly  
pa r t  of t h i s  century, two brothers  m e d  Daniel and Dyer Arnold l i ved  
i n  Ber l in ,  Bensselaer County, N. Y. Dyer Arnold was a tanner by t r ade  
and he came t o  Peru a s  e a r l y  a s  1810 and bought about t h i r t y  acres of 
land between the farms of Thomas Mil ler  ~ n d  Reuben Baker and there  
b u i l t  a tannery. 

In  1819, Elcaeer Arnold, the o ldes t  son of Daniel, and h i s  brother  
Laban who was a few years younger, l e f t  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  farm i n  Rensse- 
l a e r  County and c m e  on foot  t o  Clinton. As they came over Taylor H i l l  
t o  Hallock they stopped i n  the  road and divided equally between them 
a l l  of t h e i r  money which was about f i v e  do l l a r s .  Eleager hired out by 
the month t o  Gi lber t  Thew and Laban went t o  work f o r  h i s  uncle Dyer i n  
the  tannery. 



Early S e t t l e r s  of Hallock Hill--Miller, Bowron, Sanborn 
and the  Arnold Brothers 

. - .  

I n  1824, i n  company with t h e i r  brother-in-lebw, David Spencer, El- 
eazer bought the  100 acre  farm t h a t  Nathaniel Hansen hcd bought of 
Jacob Bowron m d  i n  1827, Eleezer and Labah bought of ,Spencer h i s  i n t e r -  
e s t  i n  the sa id  farm. E l e a ~ e r  m r r i e d  Sa l ly ,  daughter of Thomas Mil ler ,  
a d  i n  1835, bought of David Markness the  farm where h i s  son,  George, 
now l i v e s  and afterward bought the Miller  farm end the Edward Hallock 
fcrm a l l  of which, except the  Harkness which he sold t o  George, he owned , 
till h i s  death i n  -1888. He moved t o  the Hallock H i l l  farm i n  1851 and 
there  pasaed the r eminde r  of h i s  years ,  His wife died about t he  year 
1844, leaving sons named George, Henry, S tu t e ly  and Harrison and 
daughters, Jane Ann, who m r r i e d  Richard Thew and S n l l i e  M. Another 
son named Franklin who was o lder  than George died when a chi ld ,  Henry 
died when a young man, and S t u t e l  went t o  the war and came home s i ck  
and died about the year 1861. ~ J e a s e r  married a second wife named 
Mariette Gordon, who died about 1852, leaving a daughter named f o r  her 
mother who i~l now Mrs. Charles Wells, of Hancock, Mass. 

Laban Arnold bought hout h i s  brother  Eleazer ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  the 
Bowron farm about 1835, The narr ied  Katie Beardsley and had two sons 
named Henry and Richard and four  daughters, Hannah, Sarah, Maria, and 
Clar issa .  Richard died when a chi ld ,  After the death of h i s  f i r s t  
wife he married Della Ann Gaines and had two more daughters named Elna 
and Olive. He bought the  Southwick farm of 51 ac re s ,  and about t e n  
acres  more t h a t  l ay  north of i t  but sold h i s  b o t h e r  Eleazer about 30 
acres  from the  west s ide  of h i s  Bowron 100 acre l o t ,  thus keeping i n  
the whole farm about 130 acres.  He died i n  the f a l l  of 1866 and h i s  
widow now l i v e s  i n  Keeseville with he r  daughter, Mrs. Elma Hart. 

A few years a f t e r  the  coming of Eleazer and Laban, t h e i r  o ther  
brothers Alvah, Ashley and Daniel and t h e i r  s i s t e r s ,  Louisa, wife of 
David Spencer, Polly and S a l l y  Ann came a l s o  t o  old Peru and l a s t l y  
t h e i r  f a the r  Daniel Arnold sold h i s  farm i n  Berl in and followed h i s  
chi ldren ,  

He was l i v i n g  with h i s  wife i n  the  Southwick house when it  borned 
and afterward l ived  i n  the  Edward Hallock house t i l l  h i s  death i n  1848, 
His widow married Solomon Clark of Peru but died many years ago. His 
sons and daughters a re  now a l l  gone, t he  oldest  son,  Eleazer being the  
l a s t .  His age wap 91. 

The old log  school-house i n  which the sons and daughters of the 
e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  were educated, stood on the  south s ide  of the  road 
about midway between the present  residences of Harr isod Arnold and Eli-  
hu Hoag, That is  absolutely a l l  t h a t  is  known concerning it by the  ' 

present  inhabi tants  of the neighborhood. Though it  must have been b u i l t  
l e s s  than one hundred years ago and doubtless was used a t  l e a s t  twenty 
or twenty-five years, t he re  appears t o  be no record of it i n  existence 
and even the  names of the teachers who there  found employment ar? un- 
known t o  the  people of t h i s  generation. 



I f  anyone now l iv ing  wag ti pupil i n  tha t  school-house and can give 
any information'concerning i t ,  that  one is probably Garret Thew' of 
Rand Bi l l .  I f  hie memory reaches back t o  those old times and he can 
throw MY l i g h t  upod t h i s  or any other dark point i n  our ea r ly  his tory ,  
a chapter of h ie  personal recollections writ ten by someone who can 
conveniently have an interview with him would be of i n t e r e s t  t o  many 
besides the writer of these imperfect sketches, 

J .  W. Harkness 
Dated 1889 



Notes: Early S e t t l o r s  of Hallock Hill, Osborn, Whitcomb, Cochran and 
Starks ,  Hallock, Southwick and Baker, Mi l ler ,  Bowron, Sanborn 
and the Arnold Brothers, 

The Hon. George P. Hallocls (born 1806) l ived  on the  River Road, 
which Mr. Harkness sometimes called the Hallock Road, He married Pol ly  
Cnlkins of the Calkins Road as  h i s  f i r s t  wife, He had three ,  The 
farm is now owned by Robert Sherman. George E. Hallock, sone of George 
E. l ived  on the farm where he was born. After h i s  death, h i s  widow 
sold  the farm t o  Datus Clark I1 and she and her  son, Williem b u i l t  a 
house i n  Peru Village William we,s an accomplished v i o l i n i s t .  He married 
B r i a n  Turner of Plat tsburgh and moved t o  Cal i fornia  m d  he died the re ,  

The George I s sac  h l l o c k  (1860-1891 ) was the f a t h e r  of Harry David 
Hallock ( 1889-1 957) of Hallock H i l l  and Plattsburgh. 

The Whitcomb farm b o ~ h t  by Edward Hallock i n  1797 end sold t o  h i s  
brother ,  I s sac  Hallock i n  1811 , was passed down through two g e n e r ~ t i o n s  
of Hallocks, and is  now owned by John T. McCormick, 

The farm jus t  ea s t  of the Whitcomb fnrm, on the corner of Hallock 
H i l l  Road and Union Road, is  the addi t ional  one Edward Hallock bought 
and where he b u i l t  such a l a rge  house, It was l a t e r  owned by Herrison 
Arnold and now owned by Roger (llBennyl') Bezio. 

The Elihu Hoag farm is  now owned by William McCormick, The b r i ck  
house was b u i l t  by Smuel  Peasley who woned the  farm from 1814-1834. 
He removed t o  Peas leyvi l le  f o r  whom the hamlet is named. He married 
Jane Green, drughter of Henry Green and Elizabeth Keese I, Elihu Hoag 
died on t h i s  farm i n  1905 a t  the age of 90. It is  preeently owned by 
Wm, McCormick. 

The Osborn farm i s  an in t e re s t ing  one, The house was the Quaker 
Academy a t  the Union which Osborn bought and moved t o  its present lo-  
cat ion.  A t  the time of these wr i t ings  i t  WCR owned by Mrs. Joseph 
11lle11, l a t e r  Frank Fel io ,  P r m c i s  Hogan and now Mrs, h . ro ld  Perlee.  

The Baker fr,rm, next t o  +he .one a t  the  foot  of the h i l l  going i n t o  
Harkness, was passed from Reuben Baker t o  h i s  son, Stephen and is s t i l l  
owned by Baker descendants, Mrs. Mary Goff, 

Thomas Mil ler  ' s daughter, Sa l ly ,  m ~ r r i e d  Eleazer Arnold I ,  f a t h e r  
of H ~ r r i s o n  and George Arnold. The krnold Homestead which Eleazer pur- 
chased form David Barkness i n  1835 i s  presently owned by Ray krnold 
and h i s  son, Robert, Four generations of Arnolds have l ived  i n  the  
same stone house which was b u i l t  about 1800, 



A r t i c l e s  publ ished about  1888. by J. W. Harkness 
Notes by Qraco E. Arnold and Cora M. S t a f f o r d  1966 

The Grace E. Arnold scrapbook conta ins  a l l  of the  air a r t i c l e s  on t h e  
Early S e t t l e r s  of Hallock H i l l ,  

~ r n / ~ o w r o n  merried Nary Keese, daughter  of Richard Keeso I and Anna 
Hallock 



ROGERS ROAD 

1 
I The Farms Upon It a Century Ago. 

Next i n  importance t o  the main or post road mong the thorough- 
fa re  of old Peru one hundred years ago was that  highway called Rogers 
Bead because it was made under the direction of P l a t t  Bogers, one of 
the t h i r t h  associates of Zephaniah P l a t t  i n  the purchase of the various 
patents and locations tha t  bear his  name. That road ran north and 
south across the town of Peru passing through th.e Union as  the Quaker 
Settlement was called (and still i s )  ~ n d  about a half mile west of 
Cockrants Mille ( f i r s t  called Ha c k s t a f f l s )  i n  what is now Peru v i l l -  
age. It was made between 1190 and 1793 and was from three to f ive  
years older than tha t  par t  of the main road which croseed the High 
Bridge and ran from there southward t o  the Willsborough l i n e ,  tha t  
having been l a i d  out and established by the commissions of highways, 
March 26, 1196, though it may have been made by the Commissioners of 
Highways and used a l i t t l e  before tha t  date. Where it crossed the 
Willsborough l i n e ,  the two roads,i keeping nearer to Augur Pond and 
s t r iking the fordway of the Great AuSable about two miles above the 
present vi l lage of Keeseville. (About where the Northway now crosses 
the r ive r )  Crossing the f l a t s  on what is  now the farm of Dr. ~alaedge(1) 
(9aymond Pray Sf. Farm) and then turning upstream ran westward to the 
east  l ine  of Lot No. 20 of P l a t t l s  12,000 location, ( 2 )  md then turn- 
ing north it followed the direction of the l o t  l ines  f o r  three miles 
to  the north of tha t  location (Great Location) which i o  the south l i n e  
of Richard Keese farm. (Merrit t  S, geese). There the road turned east  
and ran about 12 rods along the north l i n e  of what i s  now LeRoy 8ig- 

' 

nor 's  land ( the  Signor house has long since f a l l e n  into  decay. Land 
now owned by Ra,ymond Irombley) t o  the south corner of Capt. Everet t ' s  
Lot No, 13 of the Great Location, (Now b e s e  property) which io  now 
the southeast corne;. of Richard Keese's elm t r e e  l o t .  Thore the road 
turns north and ran just where it runs today across tho town of Peru 
to what wzs then the south l i n e  of Plattsburgh but now Schuyler Fa l l s ,  
cross* tha t  l ine  three-fourths of a mile east  of Stephen heaver's 
Corners. ( 3 )  

It i s  said tha t  t h i s  road began i n  Warren County and continued 
north to the Village of Champlain passing through the present town of 
Schuyler Fa l l s ,  Plattsburgh, Beekmanto-d, and C b z y ,  and the John 9. 
Banker of West Plattsburgli l ives  upon a sectioii of t h i s  old road. 
( ~ a n k e r  Boad) A t  l e e s t  one man mentioned upon the assessment r o l l  of 
Plattsburgh fo r  1798, f o r  tha t  item reads, I1Asa Hayes, 100 acres ad- ' 

joining David Beach and dogers iioad, 1 log house (28 dol lars)  Mr. N.R. 
Weaver of Peru says tha t  he has f a i n t  recollection tha t  he has some- 
times read that  there was once a road runnin north from near the Lyman 
Thom son place now owned by Chauncey Turner f the l a t e  Claude M, Turner 
19657 That undoubtedly the section of the Bogers Boad tha t  crossed the 
present town of Schuyler Fa l l s  and has been abandoned 80 long that  the 
knowledge of it has almost faded fron the memory of man. It would be 
interes t ing to  know what the old residents of Schuyler Fa l l s  and Peru 
can t e l l  about tha t  abandoned rbad. But it i s  only tha t  part of that 
tha t  was in  Peru 100 years ago tha t  I have undertaken to  describe, A l l  
of it that l i e s  south of Richard Keesets south l i n e  has been changed 
from i t s  or iginal  location, one change has been made in 1199 and the 
other in 1803, ( 4 )  since which the road has run atraight south from the 



ROGG'ER8 ROAD 

Union p a ~ t  the  ECward Halloclr place now owned by Harrison Arnold ( ~ o g e r  
"Benny11 Fezio) than bearing eastward over the  top of the h i l l . ( T a y l o r  
Hi l .1 ,  south side--Iiallock H i l l ,  nor th  s ide)  and down through the  Taylor 
neighborhood, crossed the  r i v e r  a t  Keeseville, instead of the  Fordway. 
( 5 )  Of course, t h e t  road t o  Keesgville is  not  the Bogers Road and I on- 
l y  mention it a s  being now used :nstead of t ha t  one which i s  so often 
mentioned on the old assessment r o l l  of Peru, 

I f  there  were any s e t t l e r s  in Peru upon the  Rogers Road oouth of 
the Fordway in 1798, they do not seem t o  be mentioned upon t h a t  assess-  
ment ro l l .  North of the ~ o r d i a y ,  t he  f i r s t  farms were found upon what 
has ever since been ca l led  Taylor H i l l  where the  land then belongin t o  
the he i rs  of Zacheous Newcomb ( a  land broker) l i v e d  William Taylor f the 
fmous  old Deacon of the Bnptist  Church) Stephen Taylor, William Banker, 
and 8 m e l  Brown. Those were undoubtedly the farms now owned by Moses 
L a t t r e l l ,  John Davey, Thomas Coll ins and James Hayes. (6 )  The Taylors 
Certainly becme the owners of the farms on which they l i v e d  m d  both 
Banker and Brown l ived upon t h e i r ' s  seve2al years,  whether owners o r  
lesnees,  I am unable t o  say. It should be remembered t h a t  i n  1798, 
the Rogers Road ran through t h e  pastures west of those Taylor houses, 
only one farm, tha t  of William Banker (7 )  being located on the road 
while the Two Sayiors were said t o  l i v e  near it and Samuel Brown's 100 
acres was on a By-road joining William Taylor. Another not  mentioned 
on the r o l l ,  l ived  a t  t ha t  time on the  Rogers Road i n  what i s  now 
James Hayes pasture (riapond Bezio) were a number of a ld  apple t r e e s  
tha t  s t i l l  mark the locat ion  of Reuben Baker's house. ( 8 )  Passing over 
the h i l l  nor th  of that sett lement,  the  t r a v e l l e r  came t o  the  f a rns  of 
Edward Hallock, of which the present  farm of Harrison Arnold forms a 
pa r t ,  the reminder  being owned by s i x  o r  e ight  d i f f e ren t  persons. 
On the west e ide  of the  road opposite t o  the  nor th  par t  of Hnllockls 
l ay  the farm of David Osborn which was owned by Elihu Hoag. (William , 
McCormick) 

North of Hallock s l o t  was No. 3 of the 1 2,000 loca t ion ,  was No. 1 3 
of the Great Locaticn, the west pa r t  of which, l y ing  on Rogers Road, 
belonged t o  Capt. &&zrd Evere t t ,  " f i r s t  s e t t l e r "  of the Town of Au- , 
Sable but it is  nat  a pc r t  of Richard P, Keese (known a s  Percy Keese). 
On the west oide of t h a t  road opposite Capt. Eve re t t ' s  farm was Lot No. 
22, containing 4183 ac res  of Richard Keese I ,  the grandfather of the 
present owner. (Richard Percy Keese 111) I n  the northeast  corner of 
t h a t  l o t  was the one acre  assessed t o  Wnterman and Wood, Urizh Water- 
man and Daniel Wood, blackomiths (Henry S o r r e l l )  . I f  t h a t  frame houoe 
i s  s t i l l  standing (1966) is  over 100 years old. North of Capt. Ever- 
e t t ' s  was a two-acre l o t  of Peter  S a i l l y ,  non-resident, (P la t t sburgh)  
and next t o  it the farm of Henry Green, which now belongs t b  Hiram Hey- , worth. (Geo, Cur t i s )  It was from Henry Green t h a t  the Quakers bought : 

in Jan. 1801 (Deed recoded in County Clerk 's  o f f i ce )  the three  ac re s  
of land f o r  n neeting house l o t  and burying ground. (See marker erect-  
ed i n  1959) bordering upon the road which forms the l i n e  between the  
present town of AuSable and Peru. (Closed f o r  many yearo, re-opened 863 
and given origin61 name, Brown Road) Passing thab; road, we come t o  the  
100-acre farm of Henry Delord, now owned by James Pe l io   e ester Bombard 
1929-1 964) ( 9 )  and nor th  of t h a t  Nathaniel P l a t t  ' a 1799 ac res  t h a t  l a y  
on Rogers Road, it being known a s  the  George Beadleston farm (now Ray- 
nond Troclbly) . 



R0~erS  Road 

Next we come t o  the farn  of John Keese, the fa ther  of a l l  the 
other Keeses who migra ted  from h t c k s s  Co, i n  1789-1790. He l ived  
on the c a s t  s ide  of the road opposite the present residence of Nelson 
Laphan, ( t h a t  farm stayed i n  the Laphm name u n t i l  the death of Diantha 
Lnphara Lauranatis ,  March 1963) (The present owner i s  Kemi t  1rwi-n) 
but t h i s  f a rn  comprised the Richard Luphm form and the Jenes Rednond 
farms which l i e  on both sides of the road. (Since has beon owned by 
Wn. Severence, Martin Conway, now Avery Stafford.  ) 

Nosth of John Keese l ived h i s  son, Stephen (a l so  0 l i v e r )  (10) on 
the west side where Sanford H. Porrence now l i v e s  ( 1  1 )  and joining. 
him was the 212 acres assessed to  Ben j. Brown, now owned by Ezra Harm- 
idue where Nathan Bigelow now l i v e s ,  ( 1  2) His name was sometimes 
spelled Bown, and sometimes Bourn. On the west s ide  .ofthe road wafl the 
Haff farms of 325 acres ,  now owned by h i s  grandson, Schuyle Haff. ( 1  3) 
North of John Haff ls  was the 200-acre farm owned by Rowland Stafford 
including a l l  the  land of the eas t  of the  road between 0. K. Smith's 
north l i n e  and the road o r  s t r e e t  which runs west from Peru v i l l age .  

West of t h a t  road was the farm of Stephen Ketchum ( h i s  daughter 
married Henry DeLord) now owned by Michael Davern, Ketchum1 s land 
joined Ebenezer Olmstead whose tenant l ived a t  the four corners where 
Sanford McIntyre now l i v e s  (Mc~ntyrea Corners). 

Lawi-ence Ryley or  Riley had 100 acres  on the Rogers Xoad joining 
Olmstead which afterward must have been the Elisha Button farm, (Button 
was the f i r s t  sher i f f  of Clinton County) (14) where George Adcock now 
l i v e s ,  and nor th  of him the farms of Jonathan Gr i f f i th ,  now owned by 
Michael ])owns and Elieha Arnold now owned by John L. Clark. On the 
eas t  s ide  of the road, north of McIntyres Corners l ived Samuel Taylor 
on the 100 acres  owned by Zacheous Newcomb, and across the road from 
Elisha Arnold l ived  S W e l y  Arnold on the farm nov owned by Myers. ( 1  4) 

North of Elisha Arnold on the west side of the road l ived  Simeon 
E e l l s   braha ham LaMar)  or^ the 210 acres  joining a farm of 120 acres  ass- 
e8sea to  Wm. Lowing. (Francls Hughes), How f a r  t h a t  farm went I cannot 
say but f a r  enough to  include the farm of Nathan d .  Weaver (Francis 
Hughes) with those ly ing  south of it and north of John Clark ' s .  On the 
e a s t  s ide  of the  road was-the 700-acre farm of John Cochran, Sen., 
which may have comprised the present farm of Horace Brand (Donald Cro- 
mie),  John Ricketson (Davis Dairy P a m )  and Peter  Soulia (Arthur LaMar) 
o r  may not have gone so f a r .  

I have reached the end of my rope, who owned the r e s t  of the land 
between John Cochran, Sen., and the town l i n e  I am unable t o  say. A 
l o t  of 25 acres on dogers doad was assessed t o  Isaac Cole, whose name 
elsewhere was spelled Coal, but i t  was said t o  have joined Stephen 
Keese. That may have been whee3e Peter McGee now l i v e s  but t h i s  Isaac 
Coal worked h i s  road tax in the d i s t r i c t  with Simeon Eel ls  and not with 
Stephen Keese, I n  tha t  Simeon Eel ls  road d i s t r i c t  which extended "from 
Olmstead's southeast l i n e n  there  was a l s o  in 1798, besides the p a r t i e s  
already mentioned a Joseph Arnold, a Christopher Dennie and an Asa CalL 

I f  there  i s  a man l i v i n g  who can t e l l  where any of them lived it 
is not 

J ,  W, Harkness 



Notes: Rogers Road--Tb.earrns U~on It a Century Ago. 
tompiled t y  the latnzdred G. Keese and Grace E Arnold, 

1. 'The Northway crosses the river about where the old ford was, 

2, The lot owned by Capt. Edward Everett is east of the highway and 
in 1965 is owned by Raymond Trombley, The Richard Keese that Mr. 
Harkness writes about is .the father of R, Percy Keese, father of 
Merritt S, 

3. The Stephen Weaver's old home was once a tavern and is now owned 
by John J, Coffey, Supt. of Highways for Clinton County. 

4. Harrison Arnold place now owned by "Benny1' Roger Bezio, Taylor 
Hill so-called for the Taylor families that lived upon it, Wil- 
liam Taylor I came to this section early in 1800 and in 181 0 be- 
came the second Deacon of the first Baptist Church of Keeseville 
and it is he who did so much to raise the funds to pay for the 
first church building, now St, John1 s Hall, 

4, The changes in the Rogers Road in 1799 and 1803, have been known 
since 1799 as the Taylor Road, For many years, it was thought 
of as Basket Ave, Gilbert Spooner lived on that road and made 
baskets and caned chairs with oplint, The one in 1803, is desig- 
nated on a map of Keeseville dated 1869 as Hill St, The name has 
since been given back to it because of the new housing projects 
in the last ten years, 

5, The Taylor farms are owned as follows today: 
William Taylor--Moses Latterall--Julius Tellier 
Stephen Taylor--John Davey--Wm, P, Davey 
William and Samuel Brown--Thos Collins--Raymond Bezio 
William Banker--James Hayes--Old Fred Bezio home, now owned 

by a son, Raymond Bezio 
, I  . -... 
6-7 William Banker and Reuben Baker, the forebear of all the Bakers 

lived on this old road back of the present Bezio farms, 

8,. William McCormick bought this old farm from the heirs of Samuel 
Gordon, 

9, One of the early owners of the Beadleston-Trombly farm was Nathan- 
iel Hanson, Nathaniel Hanson first lived on Hallock Hill, The 
home of James Felio and later Lester Bombard (37 yrs.) was once 
the Orothodox Quaker Church. It was sold for $150 in about 1903 
or 1904 to James Pelio, who had it moved to its present location, 

10, Stephen and Oliver Keese came in about 1794, following their bro- 
ther, Richard Keese I (present Keese farm) Stephen married Ruth 
Hull in Dutchess Co, Oliver married Pauline Lapham. The Laphams 
came from Danby, Vt, They owned the present Northern Orchard 
'farm, now owned by Marcus Mulbury. Other names that are familiar 
'who were owners are Richard Harrington and Amos Avery. Many of 

' us can remember when there was a road from Union Road around that 
house to the Starch Factory in Goshen, 
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Rogers Road and the  Fa:r:9fl Upon it a 'Ceiltur,~ A R O ,  

11 ,  Perhaps following the  Iceeses Johnathan Ricketson, brother  of 
Abednego, who l ived on Arthur Road once l ived ,  Solomon Clark I1 
once l ived  on t h i s  farm and h i s  daughter, Mary El iza  married 
Sanford R. Forrence, a s  h i s  f j r s t  wife. This Sanford R. Forrance 
wag a brother of William, Fred, Raymond, Sarah, E l i za  Clark, Mrs. 
Job Sherman. 

12. This Nathan Bigelow was a son of Chas, Bigelow whose old home i s  
i n  the  Clark neighborhood now owned by Rolla Wakeman. This farm 
as  f a r  a s  we know was the  Chauncey Stoddard farm. Mr. Stoddard 
was the  f i r s t  church c l e rk  of the  Congregational Church i n  Peru. 
He hae always been remembered f o r  h i s  pe r fec t  Spencerian wri t ing .  
Now Ear l  Ladd, 

13. The Haff farms a re  now owned by Richard Staf ford  and John Neyen- 
house. In the  e a r l y  days of the  John Haffs the  farms were reach- 
ed by a lane .  The only o ther  farm beyond the  Stoddard farm was 
the  Bo\vland Stafford  farm near the  R R cross ing,  

14. El isha  Button was a member of the  Baptist  Society,  I n  the  mo- 
mentoes of the  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church i n  Xeesevil le i s  a document 
bearing h i s  signature.  I n  1804, he headed a committee t o  wait 
on the  Solornn Clark I t o  a sce r t a in  i f  they would be suitab1.e 
 member^ of the Baptist  Church, a s  there  was no Methodist Society 
i n  Peru a t  t h a t  time. The Button farm on Button Brook i s  now 
owned by t h e  h e i r s  of John McCarrell, The El isha  Arnold and John 
L, Clark property i s  now Champlain Orchards, recent ly  owned by 
S i l a s  Clark, deceased. That farm had t h e  f i r s t  planting of 
WcIntosh apple t r e e s  i n  t h i s  sec t ion by Mr. John L, Clark. 
Zacheous Ne\vcomb was a land broker. McIntyres Corners a re  t h e  
corners jus t  south of t h e  Peru Central  School, 

15. John Richetson was the  grand-father of Marguerite Morse Wright. 
Her mother was Eva Ricketson, 

16. Mrs. Anna Down Fi tePat r ick  says her  f a t h e r  bought h i s  farm from 
J .  13. Vhi.te. Both r.ames Johnathan Gr i f f in  and J .  D. l'b'hite may be 
found on the  map of Peru f o r  1869. 

A1:ticle sen t  by Dr. Georgia Harkness i n  1963, Notes compiled 
by Mildred G.  Keese and Grace E. Arnold, 



ki i r i s tor ic  Spot on Old Bogers Road 
1838 

This is  a etory of an h i s to r i c  spot on the Old Rogers Road t h a t  
should not be forgotten.  

The l lPa t r io t i c  Flartt 02 sometimes termed ItPapineau Wartt ( a  smug- 
g le r s  war) began i n  Canada in 1838. While it was no great  c o n f l i c t ,  
there was considerable excitement. I n  f a c t  several  companies of sym- 
pathizers were independently formed and joined the p a t r i o t s  of Canada 
i n  t h e i r  rebell ion.  F ina l ly ,  President Van Buren issued a proclamation 
warning a l l  c i t i zens  of the United S ta t e s  t o  abandon t h e i r  designs o r  
suffer  the penal i t iee  incurred by t h e i r  conduct, 

So great  was the sympathy f o r  the rebel l ious  Canadians, t h a t  sev- 
e r a l  cj.tizens raided the  S ta t e  Arsenal I n  Blizabethtown. One day i n  
January, 1838, the muskets were found t o  be missing. One sleighload 
was found a t  the famous ltBostwickts 8tandat1 in a born covered with hay, 
and th6 other was found in a school house on Taylor's H i l l  near Eeese- 
v i l l e .  The Canadians had f a i l e d  t o  ge t  them before they were recove~ed 

History of Essex County by Doc 8mith 

The old red school house on the Keeseville Plains which l a t e r  be- 
came the property of the l a t e  George Washington Smith of Keeseville was 
the s i t e  of what is  now a housing development on H i l l  St .  

The school house stood almost d i r ec t ly  back of the present home of 
Joseph Turner and neal  a stone quarry nearby, It was-large enough t o  
accommodate t w e l t y - f i ~ e  pupile. This quarry was a lso  operated a t  one 
t i n e  by Mr. Smith a s  recent ly  as 1906. 

Teachers of tha t  school are s t i l l  remembered by r e l a t i v e s  and 
f r iends  who still l ive  t h i s  area ,  

Emi1.y 4rno1.2, e l  dost dacghter of l l vah  Arnold, onc uf the  four Ar- 
nold brothers who c s ~ ~  ts EsUock Hill. in the eafly 1800's and set+,]-ed 
near the brook i10t f a r  f r c s  the school houtre. She taught there  a t  
l e a s t  100 yeacc &so. Mr. Peter Fa r t in  of Hallock H i l l  t e l l s  of v i s i t -  
ing  t h i s  school whilo it was in seesion about 80 yoars ago. His cous- 
i n s  J o h ,  Alfred and Ellen Perkett  were t h e e  of the pupils, 

6 more recent teacher was Minnie Mur$hy, a s i s t e r  of the  l a t e  
Will Murph,v d o  l ived on Hallock Bill op~~od i t e  the farm home of 
Roger Becio. That property was once pa r t  of the Edward Hallock 
farm. Mimic Murphy a l so  taught i n  the stone school house on the 
h i l lock H i l l  Road and was the f i r s t  teacher of Frank Arnold, 
This school house s t i l l  stande and i s  a dwelling. 

The school house on the plains was subsequently sold t o  a 
Mr. Fleury and moved t o  Pine St. and used as abam. 

Above notes given by Miss Grace E. hrnold 
1966 



THE OLU MIN ROAD THROUGH WILLSBOROUGH IN 1 799 

Essex County was formed from Clinton,  March 1 ,  1799, one hundred 
years ago l a s t  Wednesday, I 

From t h a t  da te  t o  Feb, 20, 1802 when the town of Ches ter f ie ld  was 
taken from Willsborocgh the northern boundary of Yillsborough was the 
Great AuSable. 

I now propose t o  describe a s  b r i e f l y  as possible the route  by 
which the post-road, otherwise designated i n o f f i c i a l  records  of t ha t  
day a s  ItRogersea new road,I1 crossed tha t  town from the h igh bridge ac- 
cross AuSable Chasm t o  the old f e r r y  south of the present  town of Essex, 

I f  any who have read my recent a r t i c l e  !'The Main Road of Old Peru1' 
discovers statements i n  t h i s  one t h a t  disagree with t h a t ,  I can only 
explain by saying t h a t  i n  the month tha t  elapsed since t h a t  was wr i t t en  
ce r t a in  f a c t s  concerning the o r ig ina l  loca t ion  of the  old road have 
come t o  my knowledge and caused me to  r e a l i z e  tha t  the  changes of a 
century should be taken in to  account i n  describing the  course of a road 
a s  ancient a s  the  one under construction,  

That "Rogerses new roadu1 crossed the chasm on the h igh bridge and 
ran up the r i v e r  t o  the  present  s i t e  of Hotel AuSable Chasm, no w i l l  
deny and t h a t  i t  followed the  brow of the h i l l  to  the Asa Adgate farm 
now owned by I rank Signor i s ,  I bel ieve ,  generally agreed, But, from 
tha t  place i t  kept more t o  the  eastward than the  present  road rum, 
crossing the farms now owned by Henry York, Elihu B. Hoag, and Mrs, 
Sloan, passing between the house and the barn on the l a s t  mentioned 
farm and the re  continuing southward came down the h i l l  and across the 
Page ( ~ a i g e )  farm and t h a t  i s  now owned by Mr. Moses Bombard. I am 
convinced t h a t  in 1788 Asher Adgate l ived  upon t h a t  Page farm and 'that 
h i s  "220 ac res  on the  main road joining Isaac  Wright1' included the  
Whitney farm now owned by Wesley Bigelow. Three e lde r ly  gentlemen, a ' #  

with excel lent  menories Luther Whitney, Elihu B, Hoag and Elihu H, Hoag 
agreee tha t  Captain Isaac  Wright ce r t a in ly  l ived  on the Sloan farm and 
Mr, Whitney says t h a t  Ba ra i l l a  Handy l ived  on the Conway farm where 
Thos F. Conway of Plat tsburgh was born and brought up, 

Asher Adgate's land joined Isaac Wlight 's  and Barz i l l a  Handy's and 
therefore could have been no where e l s e  than the place above designated 
though no one seems t o  remenber tha t  he ever l ived  there  and seve ra l  
a s s e r t  t ha t  he did l i v e  on the Pat r ick  m v e y  fan!. 

A l i t t l e  soutb cif Asher Adgate's stood a school house and from 
tha t  i n  1799 a road was l a i d  out "Running West o r  thereabouts,  crossing 
a brook t o  Zadock Bates ( ~ a i t s )  and on near  a West Corse t o  Rogerses 
old Road be from the beginning i n  the  whole distapce two miles and one- 
half then nor th  on Rogerses old Road t o  the fordway." 

The assessment r o l l  of Peru f o r  1798 says tha t  Zadock Bates had 
"350 ac res  of from the  road joining number one" and we know t h a t  Lot 
No. 1 includes the Doughty farm. The land of Truman Skeels,  Lots No, 3 
and 4 of Adgate's Patent ,  joined that Lot No. 1 on the e a s t  and the  I 

Macomber's Lots 2 and 5 of Thorn's Patent joined on the south and west 
which proves t h a t  Zadock Batels  land was nor th  of the  Doughty place. 
The cross road above mentioned is  believed t o  have run across  the south- 
e m  slope of Prospect H i l l  above the present  residence of Luther Rowe. 

This ent ry  appears on the  oldtown book of Peru over the  date 2nd 
of November 1797: "Rogerses New Road Altered,  beginning s ix ty  rods south 
of Asher Adgatets Dwelling house thence south westerly Corse t o  the 
south l i n e  of Peru, " 

It is believed tha t  the southwesterly course took i t  across  the 
lands now owned by Benjamin Thew and Mr. Buckley, the  Lansing farm is  
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Wil1.sborough Road - 
now owned by Edwin H. M e r r i l l  and t h e  farm of Edwin Bigelow t o  t h e  
Mussen corners  where on t h e  l a n d  now occupied by t h e  school  house John 
Macomber's l o g  house s tood ,  as proven by t h i s  e n t r y  on t h e  o l d  town 
book dated March 2 ,  1799, "One c ross  Road frem John Macomber's on t h e  
pos t  road t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of h i s  house then  t o  E l ihu  Briggs and Continue 
t o  Mr. Rogerses o l d  Road being about t h r e e  Q u a r t e r s  of a Mild,"  

From John Macotnber's southward I w i l l  n o t  a t tempt t o  s a y  whether 
t h e  pos t  road t o  Willsborough F a l l s  r a n  where t h e  presen t  highways does 
o r  n o t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Mace farm but  from t h a t  p o i n t  on I know t h a t  it 
d i d  n o t ,  f o r  i n s t e a d  of running sou thwes te r ly  toward Pok 0 '  Moonshine 
as Rogers o l d  Road t o  Sandy H i l l  or Warren County d i d ,  t h i s  road cZLrhbed 
over  t h e  mountain range where i t  can be e a s i l y  t r a c e d  today and came 
down i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  where t h e  so-cal led "shun pike road" now runs ,  
c ross ing  t h e  Hathaway farm and s t r i k i n g  t h e  l i n e  of t h a t  road a t  t h e  

Of P- B s s e n .  It then  ran eastward where t h e  Hi h- 
l a n d s  Furnace was a f te rward  b u i l t .  Pass ing  mound t h e  n o r t h  of &arm 
Pond, it turned sou th  a n d  randalong t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  i n s t e a d  of t h e  west 
s i d e  where t h e  presen t  road  run^, and a f t e r  pass ing  t h e  s o u t h  end i t  
continued a c r o s s  t h e  l o t s  now owned by Mrs. J.B. F i s k  and Mr. Henry 
Jacobs being back of t h e  mountain t h a t  we now pass  as we d r i v e  along 
t h e  presen t  road p a s t  Long Pond or Echo Lake as it h a s  r e c e n t l y  been 
named. 

The o l d  road r a n  dohn i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  where P a t r i c k  Cushion 's  
house s t a n d s ,  t h e n  up  p a s t  Aiken C u r r i e r ' s  res idence  and through t h e  
C u r r i e r  orchard a t r i k i n g  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  road below Mr. 
C u r r i e r ' s  and withing two mi les  of Willsborough Depot, 

From t h a t  p o i n t  it fol lowed t h e  course of t h e  p rosen t  highwzy 
wi th  but  s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n s  down t o  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  mountain and from 
t h e r e  through W i l l s b o r o x h  F a l l s  Vi l l age  where it crossed t h e  Boquet 
Biver  on a b r idge  s a i d  t o  have been b u i l t  by P l a t t  Aogors i n  1790 and 
from t h e r e  through E~ssex c h i c h  was t h e n  a p a r t  of  Willsborough t o  a 
p o i n t  n e a r  S p l i t  ;lock and thence southward t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  f e r r y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t ~ y  P l a t t  ilogers from Basin Harbor on the  Vermont s ide  of 
t h e  Lake 

The l a s t  ~ t a t e m e n t  is  made upon t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of Wason's His to ry  
of Essex Ctmnty, but for my informat ion  c o n c c r n b g  t h e  course  of t h e  
o l d  road over t h e  mountain I m indeb ted  t o  Theodo~~us  Sheldon Esq.,  of 
Willsborough who has  l i v e d  by t h e  s i d e  of t h i s  road near  t h e  F a l l s  a l l  
h i s  l i f e  and i s  probably b e t t e r  informed upon a l l  p o i n t s  of l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  than  any o t h e r  man i n  t h e  county. Mr. Sheldon t e l l s  me t h a t  
ho can p o i n t  out  t h e  s i t e s  of t a v e r n s  t h a t  once stood bos ide  t h a t  o l d  
abandoned road,  t h a t  s t a g e  coaches c a r r y i n g  passongers  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
U.3. Mail went a long  it in both d i r o c t i o n s  n i g h t  and day c a r r y i n g  in t 
n i g h t  tin l a t e r n s  wi th  h o l e s  punched in t h e  t h  t o  l e t  t h e  r a y s  of t h e  
tallow candle s h i m  o u t ,  and t h a t  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  road t h a t  passes  h i s  
house was an Ind ian  trail  before t h e  coming of William G i l l i l a n d ,  
t h e  old pioneer  whose mor ta l  remains l i e  in t h e  grave yard a t  Essex, 



When people speak of going "over the  mountainf1 t o  Willsborough 
they use an expression t h a t  has  been passed down from f a t h e r  t o  son 
through seve ra l  generations.  A century ago t r a v e l l e r s  t o  and from 
Willsborough did go over the  mountains without going up o r  down any 
s teeper  o r  longer h i l l s  than a r e  found upon the  roads of AuSable and 
Peru, 

J. W. Harkness 

Written i n  1898 

This s t o r y  was taken from the  
Plat tsburgh Republican, dated 
March 1 1 , 1899, 

It is one of the  old newspapers 
given t o  u s  by thz  l a t e  Miss Bertha Anson 
i n  1963. 



Notes: The Nain RoLThrouRh Willsborowh i n  1190 

These notes have been prepared by Mr. Maurice furrier of Keeseville 
N, Y. 

Name - Who l i v e s  there in 1 965, 1966 

Asa Adgate, f i r s t  Town Clerk of Frank Signor, now Maynard Boper 
Old Peru 

Late Charles Barber home 
Wallace F ime  Farm opposite 

Henry York 
Col, Begelow Kichael McCusker 
Elihu BEigga Brick house Wm Stone 
Anna & Ruth Hoag Robert Pasho 

Mrs, Sloan and 
Capt. Isaac Wright 

Riley Page and 
Moses Bombard 

Believe t h i s  John LaRose place 
house moved t o  Hugh Bishop farm 

Dau. of Riloy Paige, Ellen married 
W, W, Finney I. Place now owned 
by Roy Bombard 

Asher Adgate A t  the  above .place 

Luther Whitney and 
Wesl.ey Bigelow 

Maud Begelow and the  l a t e  
Roy Bigelow 

Elihus H, Roag iived on 
Hallock H i l l  

k r z i l l a  b d y  
Conway (Birthplace of Delore LeClair owns land 

Lt. Gov, Conway) 

Patrick Davey  louse fowdation ; Mrs, Walter Davey and son Warren 
on corner, Hamond House) 

Zadock Bai ts  ( ~ a t e s )  West of the  Post Road, "of from" 

Doughty Farm S i te  of Claubonnie, now Geo, 
Beckwith (Hiram Jordan) 

Truman Skeels 

Luther Rowe (Norman Rowe) Arline Taylor Thompson and son, 
James 

Benj, Thew 1795 Ruth Thew Finney and Harry Finney 
Place has been continously i n  the 
Thew name - 

Pat Buckley , Claubonnie owned by Hermie Jordonb 
parents, then Robare, then Chs. 
Breen, now Mr, & Mrs. Geo, Beck- . 
w i l l ,  Originally Elihu Briggs 



Notes: The Old Willsborough Road i n  1790 

Name Who l i v e s  there  now 1965-1 966 

John 
Macomber Farms, Old Wendel Lansing John Overhold, wife Peggy Harkness 
farm, l a t e r  E. H. N e r r i l l  a f t e r  he 
moved from farm in  West Peru (ED 
Merr i l l  old home u n t i l  they moved t o  
Chesterfield S t ,  Keesevil le 

Edwin Bigelow ,Arch Lacey 

John Macomber See Overholt 

John Mussen Corners Heirs of Sidney Ford ( ~ l e n   lair) 

Elihu Briggs 
( ~ u e l  Briggs) 

Alfred Mace and Alfred Mace 
Corners Bosworth Tavern, Chestor- 
f i e l d  P. 0. on t h i s  corner 181 3 .  

Hathaway Farm 

Frank P. Mussen 

Warm Pond, (Highland Forge Lake-old ' 

name) now owned by Koert Burnham 

Mr. J.B, Fiskc 

Mr. Henry Jacubs 

Long Lake, now called Echo Lake 

Pat r ick  Cushing 

S i t e  of old Claubonnie Hotel 
Wm. Robare, Geo. Beckwith, 1965 

Owned by hea i r s  of Alfred Mace, 
Mrs, Bishop, Now Major Knight, SAC 
Have kept the  old s t y l e  and did 
some res tor ing 

Par t  of Burnham Park bought by 
J.  D. Burnham 

Donald Mussen 

Burnham Park 

Jacob l o t  par t  of Burnham Park, 
bought by J .  D. Burnham 

Now a camp and Motel s i t e  

Farm near Currier  house a s  one 
goes pa6t Curr ier ' s ,  i t  can be i 

seen from the  Valley. Or Yillsboro 
Mt,. has a blue roof,  Owled by 
Catherine Currier  Lawrence and 
cant in.uo.~@s i&~ C" r~?l&q ffctrnw; . 

l i k e n  Currier  
Son, Gilmas Currier  and wife Nary Cohern Catherine Lawrence Curr ier  
says hone i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  family and has been f o r  about 150 years. 
The house Mas b u i l t  by her people. It is  on Yillsboro !It. and has 
a blue roof. 

Other b i t s  of in t e res t ina  h i s to ry  on the  old Uillsborowh Road 

The old Uilloboro Iioad seems t o  have begun a t  the top of the  h i l l  
on what is now tho l~uSable Chaem property and procoeded t o  the Maynard 
Soper farm (Signor, iidgate) id he road did not ga through tha t  neighbor- 
hood a s  we know it today) The road went back of Heriry York(ElIichae1 



The Old Uil1~horoui ;h Road l iutes  

WCCusker) back of Blihu B. H o a ~  ( p r e s e n t  owner Robert Pasha) t o  Rrs .  
91oali John LaRose farm) That house has  been moved t o  t h e  Hugh Bishop 
farm. Then over  t h e  h i l l  (Note: A l l  roads and houses f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  were b u i l t  on h igh  grourid) t o  t h e  Ri ley  Paige farm (Moses Bombard, 
p resen t  owner, Roy Bombard) I n  1798, Paige,  Bombard farms were owned 
by Asher hdgate  in t h e  fidgate Pa ten t .  The lrihitney farm l a t e r  U s l e y  
Bigelow, owned by h i s  c h i l d r e n  Piaud and t h e  l a t e  Roy Bigelow. B a r e i l l a  
Handy farm, p resen t  owner Delore LeCla i r  from h i s  f a t h e r  G i l b e r t .  The 
T. F, Conway farm oc t h e  Joshua V e l l s  farm pns l a t e r  a p a r t  of t h e  
Car los  Rowe place.  ( s e e  s t o r y  by J ,  Y. Barkness, "The Iibandoned ~ a r d ' )  
I n  1876 County A t l a s  of Ea~lex County i n d i c a t e s  a road from t h e  Sloan 
farm (Johr, ~ a ~ o s e )  t o  Cyrus Andrew's  h he Bardford Br in ton  farm) The 
road, a t  p r e s e n t ,  meeting Douglas highway. The school  house nent ioned 
stood on t h e  s i t e  now occupied by t h e  new home of Ronnie Ryan ( n e a r  . 
f o r k  i n  t h e  road t o  D o q l a s  dock and t h e  Highland Road. 

I thinlr ' t h e  Frank Nussen p lace  is now owned by] 11onald Idussen o r  
h e i r s ,  The road t u r n i n g  off  t h a t  l e f t  on Willsborough Plt . , p a r t  of 
t h e  Thomas ( J  ohn Lynch-George Delorme farm,, 

\ 
B j o r  Kni;ht ( f o r m e r i l y  of P l a t t s b u r g h  Air Force Base) now owns 

t h e  Alfred Mace farm and i n  t h e  e a r l y  days t h e  Bosworth Tavern. The 
f i r s t  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Pos t  O f f i c e  i n  181 1 is  a c r o s s  t h e  way from t h e  
house, Mrs. Xnight has  an c l d  saddle  bag found i n  t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  
house. 

On Willsboro Mountain n e a r  t h e  Bar r ing ton  ( ~ r o w n i n g a h i e l d )  n e a r  
t h e  road t o  Reher, which s t i l l  .s tands,  is t h e  o l d  Cemetery and i f  
followed through t h i s  would have come on t o  t h e  o l d  road. 

Belows t h e  Harr ington house ( ~ r o w n i n g s h i e l d )  t h e  Cooley p l a c e ,  
l a t e r  John F l o r a  and going down t h e  h i l l  s t a n d s  t h e  C u r r i e r  house. I f  
one were t o  s t o p  here  looking over  t h e  v a l l e y ,  would n o t i c e  t h e  Cush- 
i n g  farm. 

The Alfred Mace Farm--Mary Bishop Ing lebre t son ,  daughter  of ifellie 
Mace Bishop s o l d  t h e  o l d  farm back t o  h e r  uncle ,  James B e r t  Mace. I 
b e l i e v e  a l l  of t h e  Mace family were born t h e r e ,  N e l l i e ,  Catherine and 
J .  Ber t  Mace. 

Before coming t o  P a t r i c k  Daveyt s (Mrs.  alter) t h e r e  was a very  
o l d  house i n  t h e  p a s t u r e  where t h e  Dave.yls f i rs t  l i v e d ,  t h e n  they  
moved i n t o  the  Beaumont house, The o l d  house has  f a l l e n  down and only 
t h e  c e l l a r  remains. Also on t h e  same'side of t h e  road n e a r  t h e  corner  
t u r n i n g  t o  Luther  Rowet s (now Mrs. A r l i n a  Taylor Thompson and son, 
James) is  t h e  founda t ion  of ano ther  b u i l d i n g  and d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  
oppos i te  s i d e  a r e  r u i n s  of an o l d  l o g  cabin.  This was on t h e  proper- 
t y  of Beckwith ( p a t  Buckley) down t h e  road t o  t h e  b r i c k  yard  of  John 
Mussen near  t h e  brook, small  b r i c k  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  b r ick-  

, y a r d .  Somewhere n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  Davey farm was t h e  Town of Chester- 
f i e l d  burying ground. No markers remain, It is  be l ieved  t o  be one 
of t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  Town. 

The Harr ington P lace  i s  a very o l d  house, one wi th  t h e  l a r g e  
square chFmney i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  h i p  r o o f ,  



The Old Willsborough Road Notefi 

The Theodorus ShoLdon (Geneablogy of Sheldon f m i l  
Willsborough Library given by Diantha Laphan Lauranatis 
a lde r  houses on the  l e f t  hand s ide  of the  road, going p a s t  the Wills- 
borough Depot toward the  Vil lage.  

I n  t a lk ing  with Ruth Thew Finney (f is .  ~ a r r y )  she sa id  the  Old 
Wi.llsboro h Road i s  pa r t  of the  old Drake, R3ad back of the  Benj. 
Farm ( 1  7 9 3  Deed dated 1800, and it  was believed t o  come down from 
Cyrus Andrews (road turning l e f t  below b u d  Bigelow Farm) across Big- 
elow and Paige farm, The road was b u i l t  t o  by-pass the  brook. 

Claubonnie owned by Hirma  ord don burned many years ago a d  stood 
where the  George Beckwith's do today. Pat  Buckley bought t h i s  and 
made a house from some of the outer  buildings of the Bigelow Farm: 

Seen i n  the f i e l d  where the Keesevil le Riding Club f id ing  course 
i s  today (1965-66) i s  a clump of brush t h a t  would ind ica t e  the found- 
a t i o n  of a building. 

Buel Briggs and wife a re  buried in  the  Evergreen Cemetery i n  
Keesevil le,  

I n  t a lk ing  with Donald Mussen, t h e i r  home was the Frank Mussen 
farm, and s t i l l  i n  the family. He' s a id  Hathaway and Jacobs l o t s  b e l o g  
t o  Koert Brunham p a r t  of the  Brunham Park,  The Bathawag house burned 
years ago. Burgome Road (Revolutionary War) a l so  went through pa r t  
of t h i s  land% the  two roads could not have been too f a r  apar t .  In  
the a rea ,  there  must have been a skirmish when the  army camped there  
ns shot and c m o n  b a l l s  and blacksmith t o o l s  have been found. 

Thank you Maurice, I know t h a t  many w i l l  be in t e re s t ed  i n  the f a c t s  
you have wri t ten .  May, 1966 



Notes. on the Old WiI.lsborou~~.h Road submitted by Arlina Taylor Thompsm 
1966 

The c e l l a r  on the four  corners beyond Ida Daveyts i s  the  old 
Hmond place (we have the old deeds) l a t e r  i t  was owned by Charles 
Stranahan end now by James Thornpaon. 

The ru ins  on tho opposite corner going toward Geor. Beckwithts 
was one of the o ld  log cabins, This i s  par t  of the Davey farm, the  
l i n e  being next t o  the Beckwith driveway. 

On the o ther  corner of four corners ( l e f t  s ide a s  you go down t o  
the  Benj, Thew farm) i s  the old cemetery now a meadow of the Davey 
farm. A t  the time the Thew ioad was widened, there  was unearthed a 
skeleton because i t  was dug too f a r  i n t o  the bank. The S ta t e  Troopers 
came t o  see my mother, Emma Rowe Taylor t o  have her ve r i fy  the  f a c t  
t ha t  there was once a cemetery there.  Some of her family were buried 
there and she remembered i t  when the markers were s t i l l  there .  

Bucl and 3usan Briggs are  buried i n  the Evergreen Cemetery i n  
Keeseville, Buel 's  f a t h e r  end mother, Elihu and Elizabeth Briggs were 
mong the very e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s ,  Their f i r s t  home, a log  cabin, is 
contained i n  the frame building on the cross road, commonly 'called the 
Robare farm. ( I  think Sponner owns i t  now) The o r ig ina l  f i replace  
and oven can still be seen i n  the  building. The Indians were frequent 
v i s i t o r s  a s  there  was n sett lement of them jus t  beyond the  Prescott  
place on Augur Lake, 

On the  "V" i n  f ron t  of Glen Ford's or  Arch Lacye' s was another 
old cemetery, 



TI53 MAIN ROAD OF OLD PERU 
Post Road 

The assessment r o l l s  of the  Plattsburgh and Peru of 1798 which 
have recent ly  been published in t h e  N!XiBLICAN were not made by the 
regular  assessors  of these towns, but they were made by men who re- 
presented the  three  t o m  of Pla t t sbwgh,  Peru and Champlain. 

Reuben Arthur was Supervisor c I Peru, William ~eaumont , fupervisor 
of Champlain and Caleb Nicholas a res idznt ,  but not the Supervisor 
of Plattsburgh,  f o r  t h a t  o f f i ce  was held in 1798 by Nathaniel P l a t t .  

The other  Supervisors of Clinton County a t  t h a t  time were Thomas 
Stowers of Willeborough, E l i j a h  Bingham of Crown Point ,  Zssac liellogg 
of Elizabethtown, and Ebenezer Newell of Jay. Doubtless those  town^ 
sonst i tu ted  another assessment D i s t r i c t  i n  the  Sixth  Division of the 
J t a t e  of New Pork. 

The town of Peru comprised a l l  of the  t e r r i t o r y  in the present 
towns of Peru, AuSable and Black Brook, the  north hal f  of Chesterfield 
md 8 por t ion of Jay.  But the lapse  of a century has made great  changes 
in old Peru and i n  nothing a re  those changes more marked, than i n  the 
roads of the  town. 

The "Main Roadf1 upon which so many farms were located is not the 
Main Road of Peru now. In f a c t ,  a considerable portion of i t  has not 
been a publ lc  highway f o r  the l a s t  four score years and a s t i l l  l a rge r  
port ion has not been in Peru or even Clinton County since the century 
began. 

"Rogers Road' i s  only, known by tha t  name to  a few antiquarians 
and some of them think 'it was so-called because a worthy Quaker couple, 
James and Peace Rogers l i ved  upon it  mny years.  (Rogers Road was b u i l t  
by P l a t t s  Rogers in  1790-1 793, from Warren County to  the Canadian l i n e .  ) 

Some of the public roads of 1798 &re publ ic  roads s t i l l  and some 
have been abandoned so long t h a t  t r e e s  two f e e t  o r  more in diameter a r e  
gowing i n  the  wheel t racks  of our forefa thers .  Some of the back roads 
3n which those farms were located a r e  f ron t  roads now, i f  t ha t  name can 
be properly applied to  any of our highways. Some tha t  were ca l led  by- 
roads have now become boulavards in importance, i f  not  in excellence, 
md some places which in the quaint  language of t h e  old assessoro were 
"of from any road,I1 a re  now upon publ ic  roads t h a t  a re  f a r  more t ravel led  
than was the  Main Road of Peru in 1798. 

The Main Road of Peru when t h a t  assessment was made entered the 
town from Plattsburgh a l i t t l e  south of the  Gi l l i land place,  a t  the 
mouth of the  Salmon River and ran  southward near the  lake ~ h o r e  where 
i t  runs st i l l  t o  the l i t t l e  AuSable River. Crossing t h a t  stream by a 
b r i d  e a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  up than the  present one (near the  R,  R ,  over- 
passf it ran  through the  Allen neighborhood t o  the  "Dry Mills1f as  Asa 
Douglassf g r i s t  mill and saw mill were ca l led ,  and from there  t o  the 
High Bridge across liuSable Chasm a few rods down stream from Table Rock 
(Some of the  but t resses  may s t i l l  be seen-bridge b u i l t  in 1795. ) 



The Main Road of Old .Peru 

After crossing tha t  bridge i t  ran uphill  and very near, i f  not exactly, 
t o  the Hotel AuSable Chasm and thence by way of Signors Corners, Fin- 
negans Corners, the Stranahan Corners and the Mace Corners t o  the south 
l ine  of Peru and the north l i n e  of Willsborough, crossing the l i n e  a- 
bout half a mile eas t  of the south end of A u g u r  Pond. 

That was the Post Road that  led from Plattsburgh toward Albany, and 
its importance was certainly great  a hundred years ago, but when Essex 
County was organized i n  1799, Peru los t  tha t  par t  of i t  which lay  south 
of the Great AuSable, which was then i n  Willsborough till Chesterfield 
was organized i n  1802. 

The Post Road continued to  be used till the High Bridge got old 
and unsafe, but about 1810 a new State Road was bu i l t ,  crossing the ' 
r ive r  a mile above Keeseville up the h i l l ,  passing corner of road lead- 
ing t o  Siepors Corners, mentioned above; since 1815 there has been no 
public highway from the Adable River where the highways crossed north- 
ward fo r  more than a mile. 

Believing tha t  it may be of in te res t  to  eome of your readers, I 
w i l l  attempt t o  t e l l  which of the farms on that  main road were north of 
the L i t t l e  AuSable, which of them between the two r ivers  and which lay  
south and west of the high bridge i n  what i s  now Chesterfield. Doubt- 
l e s s ,  there w i l l  be some errors  and omissions and i f  any such are 
noticed, nothing w i l l  please me bet ter  than to have them corrected. 

Beginning with Elizabeth Campbell who i s  believed to  have .been the 
widow of Alexander Campbell&ose house stood near the south l ine  of 
Fr iswel l fs  Patent which was and is  the north l ine  of Peru, the other 
f a m  on the lake shore were those of Amos Day, David Weathemax, 
Martin Weatherwax, Benjamin Walden, Abi jah Ketchurn, Isaac Finch, John 
Douglass, Znd, and John Howe. Asa Douglass owned a large t r a c t  of land 
besides the g r i s t  m i l l  and saw m i l l  upon Dry Mill Brook and Henry 
Delord also owned a m i l l  privilege i n  tha t  neighborhood though i t  was 
not mentioned on the assessment r o l l .  

Crossing the High Bridge in to  what i s  now Chesterfield, the travel- 
e r  soon came to the lands of h a  Adgate who also owned a sawmill a t  the 
f a l l s ,  and far ther  t o  the southwest upon the main road the farms of 
John Douglass, Isaac Wright, Asher Adgate, John lacomber, Edward Palmer, 
Ben j . Macumber and Ezekiel Palmer, 

Aeher Adgate lived on the eastern slope of Prospect H i l l ,  and it 
i s  believed that  h i s  land included the present farms of Patrick Davey 
and Chas , Stranahan. 

Isaac Wright's farm joined Adgatets on the north, while John and 
Benjamin Macumber l ived fa r ther  south on the farms now owned by Edwin 
Bigelow and Edwin H. Merril l ,  

Near the main road but not upon it ,  was the farm of Elihu Briggs, 
Trwnan 3keels and Barzilla Handy, The Briggs farm i s  now owned by 
William Robare and Handy lived east of the main road on or near the 
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farm now owned by Benjamin Thew, (since 1797) 

Joshua Wells and Daniel Parka l ived upon the lake shore south 
of ' the;place afterwards known a s  Port Douglass. 

Zodak Bates l ived  weot of the  Post Road so f a r  tha t  he was sa id  
t o  be "of from the Hoad" but h i s  house was on or  near the l i n e  of the 
present road from Ileeseville towards Willsborough and Elizabethtown, 

Probably writ ten in  1898 
Given by Miss Georgia Harkness 



Notes: The Main Road of Old Peru, 
Compiled by Mildred G, Keese and Grace E, h o l d ,  1963 

Reuben Arthm7 was one of the fouri l lr thur brothers who s e t t l e d  in old 
Peru in 1788 and t h e i r  land for~ned the four corners known a s  Arthurs 

Corners and l a t e r  Dwyers Corners. Reuben and h i s  brother Abgustine 
were activ.e in the administrat ion of t o m  a f f a i r s .  They were Comiss-  
ioners of Highways, Their land mark is "Arthur Road." 

Clinton County in the  year 1798, included Essex, E r d i l i n ,  and S t .  
Lawrence m d  wss a s  la rge  a s  Massachusetts but contained only seven 
the seven t o m  named above, tho@ it wo Id have m d e  oeven S t a t e s  a s  , 

la rge  a s  Rhode I s lu ld .  J, W, Harkness 

The south l i n e  of the  town was the  nor th  l i n e  of A.jeur Lake o r  pond 
ss it was once ca l led ,  

The north end of the  "Main Road o r  Post Roadtt is  now cal led  the  Like 
Shore Road fro111 Pldttsburgh t o  AuSable Ch~lsm. 

The "Gill i land Place i s  now the Royal Savage, Hmse, Gi l l i land home 
j s d  the  r e s t ~ u r . m t  is the barn where during the war 1812, the n igh t  
before the Ba t t l e  of Plat tsburgh,  B r i t i s h  housed t h e i r  homes he re , .  
The Royal Savage i s  owned by Newton Keith. 

About; 36 years ago, a new sect ion  of road was b u i l t  t h a t  by-passed the 
Allen neighborhood, ( 1  936) 

"Dry Mills" on the Dry Mills brook. A road must have r an  from the 
mills southwest t o  have crossed the High Bridge and go "up the h i l l  
through the AuSable Chasm propertytf t o  join the old "Willsborough Road, 

The High Bridge 

The famous "old High Fridget1 crossed the  Au3able Chasm Gorge ju s t  
about a t  the boat landing. Fhe following s to ry  was wr i t t en  by 
Marjorie Lansing Por ter ,  

"The High Bridge a t  the Chasm, the set t lement i t s e l f  being ca l led  
High Bridge f o r  sometime. (Aleo ~irmingham) was b u i l t  i n  1793 by P l a t t  
Rogers and h i s  associa tes ,  a s s i s t ed  by nearby s e t t l e r s .  Mr. Rogers 
s ta ted  t h a t  it was the  highest  and cheapest bridge he ever b u i l t ,  T a l l  
t reee  were f e l l ed  on the  west s i d e  o r  AuSable s ide  of the  r i v e r  so  t h a t  
t h e i r  tops res ted  on the Chesterfield s ide ,  a t  a point  where the gorge 
i s  about 45 f e e t  wide, and 130 f e e t  deep, The t r e e s  f e l l e d  across  the  
r i v e r ,  s i x  of them served a s  s t r inge r s  and were about 20 inches i n  
diameter, On these were l a i d  planlss t o  form a f loor ing  and heavy timbe 
timbers a t  each s ide  tha t  served as protec t ion  f o r  vehic les ,  A few 
old res idents  have sa id  tha t  there  were r a i l i n g s ,  a l so ,  A s t r i n g e r  of 
t h i s  bridge of t h i s  bridge reminded a s  l a t e  a s  1827 and two legends 
pe r s i s t  about the bridge, One is  a s to ry  of Captain 3amuel Jackson who 
is sa id  t o  have walked from the  AuSable s ide  to  the Chestgrfield s ide  
on a s t r inge r ,  carrying an ox-yoke in each hand by t h e i r  r ings  t o  ' 
balance h m e l f ,  This hazardous exp lo i t  
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was made necessary because the oxen were on one s ide  and the yoke on 
the  other.  The other s to ry  concern a man who a lso  came across the 
bridge on the  only remaining s t r i n g e r  when the bridge was no longer i n  
use r i d i n g  h i s  horse i n  the  dark, unaware tha t  nothing was l e f t  but 
t h a t  s ingle  piece of timber, It i s  sa id  t h a t  t h i s  report  was ve r i f i ed  
the following day when hoof p r in t s  of the horse could p la in ly  be seen. 
The au thor ' s  grand-father Edwin A, Prescott  of Heesevil le,  born 1837, 
was one who believed the t r u t h  of t h i s  tory. (See Mr, Harkness 
comment-. EridgcS ovcr Thc i~uSnble l i v e r  7 
A t  the mouth of the L i t t l e  AuSable W e r  i s  now a S ta t e  Campsite opened 
i n  ,1965 and i s  called "AuSabe Point ,  

h o s  Day, forebear of the present Days s t i l l  on the  Lake Shore Road 
only those t h a t  we h o w  de f in i t e ly  where they l ived w i l l  be mentioned, 
Isaac Finch owned land t h a t  bordered on the  old Hobart Fu l l e r  farn. 
Both Abijah Ketchum and Issac Finch are  buried i n  the  Blockhouse 
Cemetery. The Elmore property was the  Fu l l e r  Farm. 

South of the L i t t l e  AuSable were the  farms of Isaac Finch, Junior,  ( A  
Major i n  the war of 1812, buried i n  Jay, N, Y, Johu and Lot i  Elmore 

i Pul l e r  Farm) Jabez Allen, st i l l  owned by Paul Allen a great  grand-son 
3ee s ign over the driveway, ltSince 178811) Allen h y  has been known 

by t h a t  name since 1 788. Other farms were Abrahnm Beaman, Moses Warren, 
Ezekiel Montgomery, Moses Dickson (On g i f t  lands)  Isaac Mlen  and John 
Douglas, owned land on Dry Mill Brook, 

For the notes on farms mentioned from now on see ItThe Old Willsborough 
Road, 

Notes compiled by Mildred G. geese and Grace E. Arnold 1963-64 



Notes : The Main Road of Old Peru ag Post Road 

The Gilliland placo is now the Royal Savage owned by Newton Keith, 

The Allen neighborhood now is the old Lake Shore Road between the 
two bridges, The Allen Homestead, (1  788) is on this road. 

The "Dry Millstt were on the south side of the river near the James 
Eiaggs, now Robert Eiaggs, farm, A brook runs into the river near by that 
they call the Dry Mills Brook, The road ran on the west side of the 
river, south to south west to the High Bridge built in 1795 by 
Platt Rogers. 

"After crossing the bridge and ran up hill--:!I it joined what was 
called "The Main Road to Willsboroughtt 

Abjah Ketchum and Isaac Finch are buried in the Blockhouse Cemetery 
Amos Day is believed to be the forebear of the present Days on the 
Lake Shore Road, David R. Day must have been a brother and lived 
on the AuSable River near Keeseville, The late Arthur Day families 
are his descendants, 

Henry Delord as we know had the first Peru Post office in the Union. 

The notes on the Willsborough Road will explain further names and 
places. 

Notes compiled by Mildred G, Keese and Grace E. Arnold 1963-64 



ROBERT BATTEY 
BURYING GROUND 

Yhere i s  a l i t t l e  cemetery be'tween.fhe. f a w s  .of-Albert Dupra and 
Merritt S, Keese on Arthur Road in the Town of AuSable, which i s  the 
burying ground of Robert Battey, h i s  wife and a son, There are three 
graves : 

Robert Battey, died Mar, 26, 1836 

Jemimah Ketchurn? h i s  wife, died June 18, 181 1 

Robert Battey, son, died Jan. 1821 

Robert Battey was a s tore  keeper i n  the Quaker Union Village from 
about 1800 t o  1826, His house, s tore  and tavern were on the Union 
Road, Be also had a shed f o r  horses in inclement weather. Mr. J ,  W, 
Harkneas has written three o r  four s to r ies  on Simeon Barber, a clerk 
in Batte Is s tore  and the Blockhouse where Simeon Barber i s  buried, 

In !963, when Arthur Road was t o  be made into a Farm-to-Market 
State Road, neighbors and friends sought to  save the cemetery. Through 
the i r  e f fo r t s ,  the cemetery was restored i n  1964. When it was complete, 
the  Town of Busable and the Clinton County Highways Department combined' 
t o  put a very f ine  fence around i t ,  A sui table  mnrker completes the 
his tor ic  spot. 

By EAS 

Arthur Twa, Supervisor, Town of AuSable 

John J ,  Cof f ey , Suprintendent , Clinton County Highway Department 

Mr, and Mrs, Harold Stafford of Schuyler Pa l l s  gave thz marker, 

* Mrs, Ethel Ketchurn Stafford (Yrs. Harold) i s  a descendant, 



SIM3ON BARBER, JR. AND HI3 PLACE OF BURIAL 

h e  hundred and twenty years ago there l i ved  on the e a s t  s ide  of 
the  Union Road, opposite the  dwelling of Richard Keese, a merchant named 
Robert Battey, whose bones have l a i n  f o r  100 years ,  Itbe t h e  same more o r  
less , I1  i n  the  l i t t l e  yard across the  road from Fred Arthur 's  tenant 
house. (and in the  corner of l o t s  owned by Albert Dupra, s ince  1935 and 
The Keeses s ince  1833,) 

South of Battey ( o r  Batty) house was a horse shed f o r  t he  accommo- 
dation of h i s  customers, (That horse shed i s  now and has been f o r  many 
years t he  horse-barn on the  Keese farm) who came t o  trade and south of 
t h a t  h i s  s to re  i n  which he so ld  dry goods, wet goods, and grocer ies .  

In the  ea r ly  spring of 1811, Mr, Battey found tha t  h i s  s tock of 
some kinds was g e t t i r q  low; and he needed t o  go t o  Canada t o  replenish  
it .  

There was so  much small-pox i n  Canada t h a t  it was unsafe f o r  one t o  
go the re  unless he had had t h a t  disease. Bimeon Barber, J r ,  had been a 
c l e rk  f o r  Mr. Battey severa l  years,  was honest and capable, and he of - 
fer red  t o  go in Mr. Ba t t ey l s  s tead ,  

It was f i n a l l y  decided that Barber should go but t h a t  he must have 
the small-pox before he went, Vaccination was not much understood a t  
t h a t  time, but it was thought t h a t  inocula t ion  was comparatively sa fe ,  
so Barber was inoculated, had the  small-pox and died,  Apr i l  15 ,  1811, 
a s  h i s  grave stone shows, 

There was a g i r l  i n  t he  Battey family t o  whom Barber was engaged t o  
be married, and it was agreed t h a t  the  ceremony would be performed a s  
soon a s  he returned from Canada, His death in t e r f e red  with t h a t  plan,  
and he l e f t  the intended br ide  without a husband. In  due time she be- 
came a mother; her l i t t l e  daughter was kindly received by t h e  Battey 
family and brought up a s  i f  she were t h e i r  own. 

She married Cornelius Calkins, who l i v e d  on what is  now the  Andrew 
place and had a son who was m e d  Seth Cornelius, and a daughter,  Louise. 
Seth C .  married a s i s t e r  of the  l a t e  Charles Signor and Louise married 
a brother of Robert Signor, Both couples have l i v e d  in Burlington where 
Seth C .  died some years ago, and Louiset s remains were r ecen t ly  brought 
to Peru f o r  b u r i a l ,  

The g a v e  of Sineon Esrber i s  i n  the l i t t l e  Cemetery (Blockhouse) 
across the road from the  farm of Lydia and Jennie Everett on the  Bear 
Swamp Road, about one-f ourth mile from the  lower bridge across  the Lit-  
t l e  AuSable, M a s  Phoebe Underhill (Cora Hacomber Stafford and Maud 
Macomber OIConnor are  descendants of Phoebe underhi l l )  who in l a t e r  l i f e  
was the  wife of Isaac Hallock of Hallock H i l l ,  was present a t  Barber ts  
bu r i a l  and stood near the  old Blockhouse t h a t  was b u i l t  a s  a refuge f o r  
s e t t l e r s  i f  ' attacked by the  Indians. 

Bg Act of the Legislature of New York, t he  building of f i v e  block 
houses were authorized in 1794, one a t  Skeenesborough, now Whitehall, 
one a t  Thurmmtown, i n  Warren County, and three  i n  Clinton County, a t  
Plat tsburgh,  Peru and Willsborough, now Essex County. 

The Peru block house was b u i l t  i n  the  Spring of 1794 and so  had been 
standing the re  17  years when Barber was buried. I f  it stood a s  much 
longer before it ro t t ed  down, it has been gone about 100 yea r s ,  and i f  
ltAunt Phoebe Hallocku had not  t o ld  where it stood, i ts  loca t ion  might not  
be known. 

It is believed tha t  i ts  bui lder  was Isaac Finch though another au- 
t h o r i t y  gives h i s  name a s  French. Isaac Finch l i v e d  near-that place 
(founder of Baptist  Church of Keeseville in 1788) and was buried i n  1813 



Simeon Barber, J r ,  and His Place of Burial  

close t o  the  blockhouse.' There i s  no other g a v e  between h i s  and 
Simeon Barber's and doubtless,  the  block house stood i n  t h a t  p lace ,  

.The pr ice  paid f o r  t he  building was 150 pounds or $374, A pound 
was then worth twenty York s h i l l i n g s ,  

It is sa id  t h a t  the  blockhouse was used a s  a church meeting; house 
and l a t e r  a s  a small-pox hosp i t a l ,  Quite l i k e l y ,  Bimeon Barber died i n  
i t ,  but t h a t  is uncertain,  Things t h a t  happened more than 100 years 
ago are hard t o  prove unless a record was made of them, .- , . 
Written by J ,  W. Harkness, June 1927, Ihe story was submitted by 
Mildred Keese from the R. Percy Keese col lec t ion .  It was given t o  Mr. 
Keese by J .  W, Harkness. 

Isaac Hallock l i ved  on what is now the  John I, McCormick Farm. 



Notes: There are theee s to r i e s  on the Peru Blockhouse and Simeon 
Barber, namely, 

Si~lleon Barber and h i s  Place of Burial 
The Old Peru Blockhouse 
An Old Histor ic  Spot, The Blockhouse Burying 

The Battey Burying on Arthur Road marks the spot near the s tore  houee 
and horse sheds of Robert Pattey. 

The Blockho~~se Cemetary 1s on the Bear Swamp Road in  the Tom1 of 
Peru a t  the in tersect ion of the old Lake Shore Road. 

The old horse shed i s  now  he Keese horse barn, The land i s  now 
owned by Merr i t t  S ,  Keese and has been in the Keese family since about 
1836, They c a l l  i t  the Battey Lot. It i s  on the north-west corner 
of Arthur Road knowrl as Keese's Corners. 

The Gains family have always l ived on Calkins Rozd i n  the Town 
of ibSdble, d i r ec t  desendm~ts of Seth I md have l ived on t h i s  farm 
since ear ly  181 6,. .Five generations hnve lived there. 

Charles Signor was the f a the r  of William Signor. 
Bobert Sifnor-father of Mrs. Katherine Signor Thew, ( ~ r s .  Fred) 

Lydia and Jennie Everett  (Everett g i r l s ) ,  daughters of George Sverct t ,  
who was the son of Edward Everett. 

Biss Phoebe Underhill was the  p e s t  grand-mother of Cora Plsconber 
Stafford m d  Maud hlacomber 0 '  Connor. The cemetary i s  marked by a 
s t ~ t e  marker. I s ~ a c :  HaUock l ived on wh2t i s  now the John T, McCornick 
farm. 

Johnathm Battey m r r i e d  o daughter af  Wlllim Eeese I. Amos 
k t t e y  had a nursery on the farm owned a t  one time by Frmk Clark. 
The Gordon Davins farm was once owed by a Baitey, TheSe men nust ]lave 
been brothers of Robert Battey, 



THE OLD PERU BLOCK HOUSE 
And Cemetery 

Iam requested t o  t e l l  what I know about the old block house 
near which Captain Dsvid Cochrm in  supposed t o  have been buried.  It 
is  but l i t t l e ,  and not  doubt there  a r e  o the r s  who c m  t e l l  more about 
i t  t h a n  I, but i f  so they may neglect  t o  do i t  unleos the  inqui ry  is  
made of them, so I s h a l l  introduce the  subjec t  and t r u s t  t h a t  they 
w i l l  continue the discussion of 1860, when I was 3 boy of twelve years ,  
I went with my fa the r  t o  look f o r  some s t r a y  c a t t l e  which we found on 
the  farm of John S t r a t ton  Boynton which is  now owned by George Evere t t  
and l i e s  about one-fourth of a mile west of the  lower bridge across  
the  l i t t l e  AuSable where one branch of t he  road turns  t o w ~ r d  Peru 
v i l l age  and t h e  other toward the  fordwsy of the  Great Auflnblo River 
nesr  t he  residence of J m e s  Baggs, 

Before s t n r t i n  for hone my f a the r , t ook  me across the  nor th  s i d e  
of the Peru (bear Swmp ~ o a d )  a t  a point  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  rods  north- 
west of the corners 3sd climbing ober the  fence we found ourse lves  i n  
an u c i e n t  b u r i a l  ground which was not  a t  t h a t  time separated by m y  
fence from the  woods which l a y  nor th  o r  the f iGld ves t  of it. 

Looking around among the  o ld  headstones, very few of which were 
marked with arny i n sc r ip t ions ,  my f a t h e r  soon found one bearing t h e  
named of Sirneon Darber, and the  da te  181 1 , and ca l l i ng  me t o  h i s  s i d e  
he to ld  me t h a t  MI'S, Phoebe Hallock, the  wife of Isaac Hallock, hsd 
t o l d  him t h a t  when she was a g i r l  she came t o  the  f m e r a l  of t h i s  Sim- 
eon Barber and while the  grave was being f i l l e d  she stood near  and 
leaned agains t  the old Blockhouse t h a t  had been b u i l t  by ea r ly  se t -  
t l e r s  f o r  a place of refuge in casee of a t t a c k  by the  Indians,  

No t r a c e  of the o ld  bijilding relnsined t o  show its exact  l oca t ion  
but the graves appeared t o  be arranged in g o a p s ,  there being a l a r g e  
number, including that of Barber, i n  t he  easte1.n g r o ~ p  which l a y  along 
the  brow of a steep s ide  h i l l ,  then there  was an unocciipied space 
l a rge  enough f o r  3 l a r g e r  bui ld ing  than i s  l i k e l y  t o  h3ve every stood 
there  and west of t h a t  another group of graves nore of which appeared 
t o  be qu i t e  a s  ancient 1s the  e s s t e rn  ones. 

There is  no good reason apparent why t h 2 t  vacant spsce between 
the  two grov.ps wls l e f t  unless it was the  s i t e  of a b~ i i ld ing  t h a t  
stood there  n t  the t i n e  when the space eas t  of it bec:me f i l l e d  with 
dr3ves and so people began t o  b a y  t h e i r  desd on the  west s ide  of t h a t  
building m d  have continued t o  use t h a t  p a r t  of t he  ground ever s ince .  
The stone a t  t he  head of Sirneon Barber ' s  g r w e  i s  of msrble while a l l  
the  r e s t  a r e  p l a in  smdstone s labs  withokt i n sc r ip t ions ,  The o ldes t  
marked g a v e  in any other  pa r t  i s  the  grave of I s m  Finch who died 
i n  181 3 ,  two years l a t e r  than Barbei.. It is very l i k e l y  Barber was 
the l a s t  person b,,ricd e a s t  of the  blockhouse and th2 t  Finch was one 
of the f i r s t  t o  be buried wcst of it. 

No on; t h s t  I havc asked seems t o  know mything =boL.t who the  
o thers  were t h a t  were buried in the  eas tern  group of graves. Some 
say t h a t  they were so ld i e r s  byt t h a t  seems very unlikely unless some 
who were k i l l i d  i n  the  b a t t l e  of P la t t sburgh were brought home by 
t h e i r  f r i ends  and buried there .  I th ink  the re  i s  no record o r  . 
t r a d i t i o n  
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that th i s  blockhouse was ever garrisoned by soldiers or that it was ever attacked 
by any enemy. It was admirably located for defense against invasion for it stood 
a t  the top of a steep bank of the l i t t l e  AuSable and i f  the woods were cut away aa 
they doubtless were a t  that time an enemy coming up that r iver  i n  boats would have 
been seen within musket range of i t s  loopholes while passing around tha t  part 
which i s  called flox-bow bend". Between the river and the foot of the bank on which 
the blockhouse stood i s  a marshy s t r i p  of ground which i n  a wet season would have 
been diff icul t  to cross. The Blockhouse also stood within a short musket range 
of the road which was la id  out i n  1790 (called the Post ~ o a d )  from "the mouth of 
the Saranac southwardto the soutem most se t t l e r s  in the township of Plattsburgh," 
which was the f i r e t  laid out in the terr i tory which afterward became the town 
of Peru. 

Some of the set t lers  along that .road were Lott and John Elmore, Moses Dickson, 
Brian and Nicholas Palmor, John Rowe, Jebez and Peter Allen and no doubt those 
men helped to build the blockhouse and perhaps some of them are buried by the side 
of i t ,  (see notes) 

It i s  said that  i n  l a te r  years that the blockhouse was used for a pest- 
house or solall-pox hospital and perhaps some of the occupan+& of the unmarked 
graves died of that disease in  the building, Simeon Barber died of small-pox but 
I do not know whether it was there or a t  his  home. He was a clerk h the store of 
Robert Battey i n  the Union which was a t  that time the largest village of Peru. His 
employer wishing to  send me to Montreal on, business, but it was considered danger- 
ous for anyone to v i s i t  Canada, it was decided t o  inocculate him so he would 
have the desease a t  home, Whether that inocculation was the cause of h i s  death or 
whether he contracted the small-pox i n  Montreal, I am unable to  say, but he 
died and his  tombstone above referred to bears the inscription: 

Sacred 
to the memory of 
Simoen Barber Jun 
who departed this  

l i f e  April 16th, 1811 
i n  the 2jrd year of 

his age 
He was spoken of as a 

young man whose knowledge 
surpassed his yearcs. 

Fairest flower in nature's gatden 
But transcient hope afforas ' 

Blooming fading-------------- 

The las t  l ine has been sunken beneath the surface so long but the words 
"blooming and fadingv---were followed by others and perhaps a fourth l i n e  to complete 
the stanza. 

It w i l l  be notices that his grave was made the week af ter  the f i r s t  number of . 
the Plattsbur& Reuublican was printed, that paper being issued April 12th, 181 1 
while this young man died fiiday the following week. 
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Of course, t h a t  has l i t t l e  t o  do with the blockhouse, but 1 mention 
i t  t o  show t h a t  when the Republican was f i r s t  s t a r t e d  the blockhouse 
was standing a s  proved by ?hoebe Underhil l  Hallock. Now l e t  me ask 
how long had i t  been there  and how long did it remain? These a re  the 
questions t h a t  I cannot answer pos i t ive ly  but I know it  had been there  
a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  years and probably stood a s  many more. 

The f i r s t  mention tha t  i s  made of t h i s  blockhouse is  i n  the  re- 
cords of tho Town of Peru which g ives  the l i m i t s  of Highway D i s t r i c t  
No. 9 a s  follows: "From the  blockhouse westardly by John Cochran t o  
Haff on Rogereses Road." The "hafftt was doubtless John Haff who l ived 
on the farm where h i s  grandson, Schuyler, s t i l l  r e s ides ,  The same de- 
s c r ip t ion  was given i n  each road warrant f o r  t h a t  D i s t r i c t  u n t i l  1800 
when it was changed t o  the following: Beginning a t  the blockhouse a t  
the Post Road thence westerly by Benjamin Wells Mil l  then through Be l l s  
patent t o  the  Road t h a t  comes from Arthurs t o  Esq, Cochran Mills .  It 

I n  1801, the bomds of D i s t r i c t  No. 2 were a s  follows: "Beginning 
Center of tho l i t t l e  Sawble bridge and from Beamans and Douglas sawmill 
on Southerly t o  the Great River sawble Bridge and from s a i d  road by 
the  blockhouse t o  William Cruas house." Las t ly  from 1818 t o  1824 a; 
distr ict .which i s ,  a t  f i r s t ,  cal led the 9th and afterward changed to  
the  8 t h  i s  described a s  "Beginning a t  the old Post Road near  the 
blockhouse thence west through Bells  Patent  out t o  S i l a s  C o c h ~ a n . ~ '  

But the  f a c t  t h a t  the blockhouse is  mentioned i n  a road Warrant 
i n  1824 does not  prove tha t  it stood t h a t  da t e  f o r  doubtless the  de- 
s c r ip t ion  was. copied from one yea r ' s  warrant t o  another and may not 
have been changed till years a f t d r  t he  building disappeared. It i s  
only a guess but I .venture t o  say t h a t  I presume the  blockhouse was 
b u i l t  about 1790 md stood t i ll  about 1820. I f  I am wrong, I hope 
tha t  some one w i l l  correct  my e r ro r s .  

J, W. Harkness 

Copied from the  Grace E. Arnold Scrapbook 



NR. IJARKNRSS WRITES ON OLD 
HISTORIC SPOT 

Tal l  of Blockhouse bury in^ 
Ground In  Peru 

Dates Back To 1792 

J .  liarren Harkness Says Cemetery Being Cleared of Trees Etc. 

TIlE BLOCKHOUSE BURYING GROUNl 

I am out. of the  habit  of wr i t ing  f o r  newspapers and should not 
now undertake, i f  my subject  was not one i n  which I have long been 
in teres ted .  I am l a t e l y  informed t h a t  the old cemetery near the  farm 
n~id home of the  htrerett s i s t e r s  i n  Peru is being cleared of t r e e s  and 
bushes by the  Supt. of Highways and tha t  the  Town is authorized by the 
State Historian t o  Expend $100 per year,  i f  necessary t o  keep i t  c l e a r  
of brush. 

The h i s to ry  of the blockhouse f o r  wl~ich tha t  burying ground is 
named dates  back t o  1792, so  i t  is jus t  a s  old a s  the  town which was 
taken off Plattsburzh i n  December of t h a t  year. 

I n  November 1791, an army of 2000 under command of General Arthur 
St. C la i r  was surprised,  defeated and almost annihi l ia ted  by Indians, 
led  by L i t t l e  Turtle,  a fauous chief .  That b a t t l e  was f o g l l t  i n  West- 
ern Ohio on a branch of the  Wabash River, 

The news of t h a t  d i sas t e r  caused great  alarm throughout the coun- 
t r y  and the  Legislature of New York voted f o r  the erec t ion of four 
blockhouses of refuge f o r  the people i n  the northern pa r t  of the S ta t e ,  
i f  they were attacked by Indians. One was located i n  the Town of Thur- 
man in  Washington, now Warren County: one in.Willsborough, now Essex 
County, then i n  Clinton: i n  Peru and one i n  Plattsburgh,  

The records kept i n  Albmy say t h a t  the Peru blockhouse was b u i l t  
by Isaac French, but t h a t  name French i s  doubtless a mistake, There 
was an Isaac  Finch with sons, John, Justin and James who l ived  in  the 
neighborhood md th t  Iasac Einch v i t h  the help  of tliese sons undoubted- 
1, b u i l t  the blockhouse. 

fieithe-, one of those foui, blockhouses was ever needed f o r  the 
purpose f o r  which i t  was b u i l t ,  but those i n  Essex and Plattsburgh 
served t h e i r  counties as cou~bt houses before the present courthouses 
were b u i l t .  

The Peru blockhouse was i n  l a t e r  years a small-pox hosp i t a l ,  I n  
the  spring of 181 1 ,  w i t h  a few days of the f i r s t  copy of the PLATTS - 
BSlliGH RFWBLICAN was pr in ted ,  a young man named Simeon Barber died of 
small-pox and was buried near t h a t  b)ockhouse. A young woman, named 
Phebe Underhill was present a t  the  bur i a l  and many years a f t e r  when 
she was Mrs, Issac  Hallock she to ld  my fa the r  tha t  while the grave was 
being f i l l e d  she stood by the old blockhouse. 

In the f a l l s  o f l 8 6 0 ,  when I was a 12 year old boy, my 'father took 
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me into t h a t  old Cemetery, found the grave of Simeon Barber and ,show- 
ed me the spot where the blockhouse must have stood. .. 

Twenty-five or  th i r ty -yea r s  a f t e r ,  when I wee writ ing a sketch of 
the l i f e  of Captain David Cochran who led the  Peru M i l i t i a  a t  the 
Bat t le  of Plattaburgh; I mentioned the fac t  tha t  he was buried i n  the 
Blockhouse burying ground. Dr. Qeo. P. Bixby, ed i to r  of the  dBPUBLI- 
CAN, wrote me, asking t o  t e l l  what I know about the locat ion of the 
blockhouse and I wrote an a r t i c l e  s t a t ing  the  above fac t s .  After the 
death of Dr. Bixby, h i s  f i l e  of the REPUBLICAN wore sent t o  Albany 
where they a r e  kept i n  the S ta te  Educational Building. 

A few years ago, Mr. Harmon Noble of Essex, went there  and found 
my a r t i c l e  and sent me a photographic oopy of it and a l so  a copy of 
the record which shows who b u i l t  the  four  blockhouses and what each of 
them oost the  3tate. 

I deposited those documents i n  the Peru Free Library where they 
can doubtless be seen by anyone in teres ted i n  the subject ,  

The grave of I s m c  Pinch, the man who b u i l t  the blockhouse, is  
marked by a marble headstone and there  are othors thus marked but 
many have no inscr ip t ions  t o  t e l l  where whose they are, Capt. David 
Cochran has none t h a t  I have been able to  f i n d  but h i s  son-in-law, 
James deed has one and the grave of Captain Cochran may be near i t ,  

J, Warren Rarkness 

Written of the  
Plattsburgh Hepublican, 1934, 

Prom the Horace Ackley Scrapbook 



B PAGE OF HISTORY 

Copied from some o ld  books found i n . t h e  Fred Thew barn ,  Mrs. Bion 
Arnold 

Robert Ba t tey  came t o  Peru about t h e  yea r  1805 and l i v e d  on t he  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  Union Road opposi te  t h e  home of Richard Keese I. He 
kept  a s t o r e  f a r t h e r  south between h i s  house and t h e  Arthur Road Corn- 
e r .  This daybbok wao kep t ' by  Battey between June 21 and h p r i l  1823. 
Other such books having no doubt been f i l l e d  with h i s  accounts  before.  

Jan, 12th,  1824, Sidney Ketchum and P,obert Ba t tey  began t r ad ing  in 
pa r tne r sh ip  which continued u n t i l  1826. They s o l d  Dry goods, wet goods 
and g roce r i e s  and t h e i r  accounts  a r e  found on t he  128 pages before ' - 
t h i s ,  The names of t h e i r  customers a r e  given f a r t h e r  on, I n  1826, 
Sidney Ketchua and two k a r t n e r s  named Har t  and French formed t he  Peru 
Smelt ing Go, and b u i l t  b l a s t  furnaces i n  t h e  hollow south of  t he  house 
where E l i sha  Al len ,  and where Robert S ignor  and 'Edward have s i n c e  l i v e d ,  
They ke t a s t o r e  i n  t he  bu i l d ing  which is now the  horse-barn of t h a t  
farm. f ~ h e  l a t e  Fred Thew farm, now owned and occupied by Mrs. Fred 
Thew (Katherine Signor)  and h e r  son, Ches te r . )  The b l a s t  fu rnace  was . 
d r i v e n  by an overshot  water  wheel. The water being brought i n  a d i t c h  
o r  a flume from a dam f u r t h e r  up t he  brook. The o r e  was probably ob- 
t a i ned  from the  Arnold ore bed, separa ted  i n t o  i r o n  i n  the Forges on 
t h e  L i t t l e  LuSable but  some of i t  may heve been mined et t h e  Bat tey  o r e  
bed, for Battey is sa id  t o  heve had two Forges and a s epa ra to r  on t he  
L i t t l e  River .  

Some o the r  mines were be ing  worked a t  t h a t  t ime ,  one c a l l e d  t he  
Rutgers  mine being west of t h e  presen t  farm of Hugh O'Neil (Farm j u s t  
west of t h e  Old Arnold H i l l  R, R. S t a t i o n ,  a t  t imes ca l l ed  Cooksockie, 
and Ferrona) . 

knother  b l a s t  furnace known as t h e  Etna Furnrce was l oca t ed  nea r  
t h e  D i l l on  (Wm HH;' Dil lon ,  Reservoi r  Rd. 1964) on t h e  bamk of t ho  Brook 
t h a t  now furn ishes  t he  water  supply f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Peru. 

If anyone now l i v i n g  knows how Long e i t h e r  of t h e  furnaces  were 
operated,  or when they were abandoned, we should l i k e  t o  be informed. 

Inforna t ion  given by 
J. W.  Harkness 

See "An Attempt t o  S t e a l  a River" w r i t t e n  by D. D. Harkness for the  
P l a t t sbu rgh  Republican, hug, 20, 1892 
S to ry  and list of  customers given by Miss Grace Arnold, a daughter  of  
Mrs. Bion Arnold 



LIST OF CUSTOMNIS AT THE BAl'TEY-KE)TCRUM STORES 
1805-1 836 

Joshua Arthur 
William Allen 
John Allen, J r .  
Ralph P. Allen Dr. 
Augustine Arthur 
El izah  Annis 
Joseph Allen 
Lovi Annis 
A & P Ayers 
Henry Beadlest on 
David Baker 
David Buck 
Samuel Brown 
Amos Battey 
Ashel Button 
Reub~n  Baker 
Arden Barker 
Benjman Bragg 
Bosnic Buck 
Jacob Bowron 
Michael Barey 
Robert Battey 
Allen Chase 
Zeliah Campf i e l d  
Isaac Coolidge 
B & F. Calkins 
Seth Calklns 
Trwner, Calkins 
Ea r l  Hallock 
Joseph Hodgson 
Burling Hallock 
Timothy Barrington 
David Hoag 
David Harkness 
Polly Handy 
Haskins 8: Baldwin 
Ezekiel Judges 
Peter  Hallock 
John Signor 
Nathaniel Pa Hoag 
William Howard 
David Jackson 
Isaac Jackson 
B.  T, Ketchum 
Samuel Kendrick 
John Kent 
John Kirby 
Peter  Keese 
Stephen Keese 
Susan Ketchum 
W i l l i a n  Kirby 

Aaron Cleland 
Martin Chase 
Gilbert  Calkins 
David Darrow 
John Duel 
William Day 
Ben j . Darling 

'- John Davis 
Samuel Dewey 
Gardner Davis 
John D. Estes 
John D. Estes 
William H. Fournes 
P a t r i c k F i n l e y  (Foorence) 
David Fish 
Adolphus Fisher 
Susan Fletcher 
William Fras i e r  
David F e r r i s  
James Gilmore 
John Green 
Parker Grundy 
Richard Gove 
Edward Gr i f f in  
Caleb Green 
Hiram Garlick 
Edward Hallock 
John Marvin 
Anthony McDonald 
Robert Morrison 
Bainard McCulley 
Luther Narvin 
Thomas Miller  
Elnathan J i cho l s  
John Os'borne 
Abraham Pensley 
James P i l l i n g  
John P l a t t  
Robert Pearce 
J .  P. Preston 
Abednego Ricketson 
James Ricketson 
James G. Reed 
James Rogers 
Samuel Rising 
Paul Southwick 
Isaac Snaborn 
Herman Spargue 
Henry Signor 
Benjman Smith 
Johnathan Gove 
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Customers of  t h e  Bitttey, 2nd Ketchla k tore^ 1 8 0 5 - a  

Sam,el Keese Avery Sanders  
Joseph Lapham Ira Smart 
Hiram Noore Thomas S t e a r n s  
John McGuire David Smart 
Davins Lavarnway Sau e l  Slnith 

L Hoshua Manland F r a n c i s  Smart 
David Spencer h a c i s  Shmbo 
Chancney Stoddard Samd.el Sprague 
Chester  S h e r u m  Coylin Smith 
Par ley  Towle S e t h  Thorns 
I s s l c  Turner John Taylor ,  Jr . 
Elillah Tomes R ~ e l  T i f f o r y  
Stephen Taylor 

Notes: Ba t te ry  Ceisetery on Arthur  Road, Robert Ba t tey  and f m i l y .  

The Kee~ies  have always c a l l e d  t h e  l o t  border ing  on t h i s  
Ceuetery, t h e  Ba t tey  Lot. Bought from t h e  Bczttey's 

The f~rm now owned by Gordon Davins was always c a l l e d  t h e  
Ba t tey  l o t  and barn ,  That B a t t e y  w ~ s  probably J o h n a t h m  
B l t t e ~  who h a r r i e d  two daughte rs  of William Keese I, 

The Lang p l a c e  (1965) a l s o  on t h e  S t a t e  Road a c r o s s  from 
The Davins p r o p e r t y  was a farm owned by Amos Bat tey.  That 
fami ly  had a n u r s e r y  and t h e r e  w i l l  be found i n  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  
an i t e m  which s a y s  t h d t  a t  one t ime Amos A .  Bat tey  s o l d  " t r e e s  
and shrubs and i s s u e d  a ca ta log ."  A t  one t ime t h e  Frank A -  
Clark fami ly  l i v e d  t h e r e .  The house was surrounded by r a r e  
t r e e s ,  shrubs and f lowers .  Childhood home o f  Frank C l ~ r k  and 
Maud Clerk P o t t e r ,  
S t o r i e s  w r i t t e n  by J. W ,  Harkness about  t h e  B a t t e y ' s :  

A page of  H i s t o r y  
An Attempt t o  S t e a l  A R i v e r  
Simeon Barber  and His B u r i a l  P lace  
The Old Peru Slockhouse and Cemetery 



AN ATTEMPT TO STEAL A RIVER 
k reminiscence of D, D. b r k n e s s  

Printed i n  the  Plattsburgh Republican August 20, 1892 

"Did you ever hear about the attempt t h a t  was made t o  s t e a l  the  
L i t t l e  AuSable?" asked Daniel Harkness one evening as  we s a t  ta lk ing 
about old times, 

"Nou, I repl ied ,  " that  i s  about the l a s t  th ing tha t '  I should have 
thought anybody would t r y  t o  s t e a l .  Please t e l l  me about i t ,  and when 
i t  was, who was the t h i e f ,  and what he wanted of the  r ive r . "  

"It was 70 or  80 years ago, and I presume there  are few people now 
l iv ing  who know anything about i t ,  I cannot give the  exact date,  but 
it was not f a r  from the  time when the  Ketchum furnace was b u i l t  i n  the 
hollow south of the Elisha 1Jlen house where Robert Signor now l i v e s ,  
The b l a s t  f o r  t h a t  furnace was driven by an immense overshot wheel, 
said t o  be 42 f e e t  high and 1 6  inches wide, The water was brought from 
a dam near Kirby Corners i n  a d i tch  tha t  was dug along the side of the 
revinc t o  a point near the furnance, and was thence carr ied  t o  the  top 
of the wheel in an eight-inch square pipe or  trough." 

"But it was found t h a t  the  brook sometimes got so low t h a t  i t  did 
not furnish  s u f f i c i e n t  power t o  tu rn  the  wheel, and the  ownero of the  
furnace saw t h a t  unless more water could be obtained the  furnace would 
ha$e t o  stand i d l e  so  l a rge  a por t ion  of t h e  year t h a t  t h e i r  p r o f i t s  
would be g r e a t l y  diminished,'' 

"Explorers were sent up the  brook t o  see  i f  there  was m y  o the r  
stream t h a t  could be turned i n t o  it t o  augment volume, and they repor+ 
ed t h a t  the  L i t t l e  AuSable rose  about two miles west of the  head of 
the  furnace brook, and t h a t  by digging a d i t ch  between the  two the  . 
water of the l i t t l e  r i v e r  could be brought down t o  the  furnace." 

"But a ser ious  d i f f i c u l t y  stood i n  t h e  way of t h i s  en te rp r i se  and 
t h a t  was the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  L i t t l e  River contained no more wa te r  than 
was needed, t o  drive t h e  sawmills, separa tors  and forges a t  Coolrsockie 
o r  what i s  now ca l l ed  Ferrona, If an attempt was make t o  d ive r t  any 
of t h a t  water from its natura l  channel, and Cook found it out, he 
could put a s top  t o  i t ,  and t h e  only way it could be done was t o  do i t  
without Cook's howledge. It was suggested t h a t  the  d i t c h  might be 
dug i n  t h a t  uninhabited wilderness without much danger of discovery 
t i l l  it was completed, then l a rge  hollow logs could be l a i d  i n  it, the 
ea r th  and stones careful ly  replaced 'and .covered with leaves and brush 
so t h a t  i f  any of Cook's men went up t o  t h e  head of the stream they 
might walk over the aqueduct without knowing i t  was there. '! 



"The plan was considered p rac t i ca l ,  and the  d i t ch  was ac tua l ly  
dug fo r  a considerable portion of the  distance,  but so many men were 
employed upon i t  that  i t  was hard t o  keep the  secre t  from leaking out. 
I n  some way Cook heard what was being done and promptly threatened 
criminal prosecution i f  it was not stopped a t  once. So this ingenious 
plan had t o  be abondoned a lso .  And it was not many years before the  
furnace was a l so  abondoned," 

"I think the  matter was hushed up and but l i t t l e  s a i d  about it 
a t  the time. I never heard i t  mentioned but once, and t h a t  was acci -  
dental ,  Some time i n  the  f o r t i e s ,  E l i a s  Hurlbut and one o r  two other  
Keeseville gentlemen cane here and asked Uncle i f  he could get  them 
some yellow birch logs 36 inches through, t o  be sawed i n t o  planks 32 
inches wide, t o  make segments of t h e  undershot wheel which was being 
b u i l t  t o  run the  Keeseville r o l l i n g  m i l l .  Uncle sa id  t h a t  those of 
t h a t  s i z e  were get t ing scarce,  but he thought he h e w  where t o  get  
a few, and they to ld  him t o  take what men and teams necessary t o  get  
out the  logs and del iver  them at  the  saw mill, and h i s  b i l l  would be 
promptly paid,  " 

"I drove one of Uncle's teams, and we went up the road t h a t  runs 
along the  south l i n e  of P e r u - t i l l  we reached the  foot  of t h e  h i l l  
below Mr, Yorkls, Then we l e f t  the  highway and continued west of 
southwest in to  the  woods. After d r iv in  some distance,  I noticed 
tha t  we were i n  what seemed t o  be an 018 road t h a t  had been worn 
down till it was two or  three  feetlower than the  surface of the  
ground on each side.  I asked Uncle how there  came t o  be s o  much 
t r ave l  as t h a t ,  and  he sa id  it was not a road a t  a l l ,  but a d i t ch  
tha t  was dug mapy years before fo r  the  purpose o f  s t e a l i n g  t h ~  water 
of the  l i t t l e  AuSable. 11 

"I think we followed it more than a mile, b u t  bdfure we reached 
the head of the  l i t t l e  r i v e r  we found t h e  t ree0 we had come f o r  and 
stopped to  cut them. I never saw t h e  d i t ch  before o r  sence tha t  day, 
and do not remember ever hearing f t  spoken or 011 aty other occasion, 
but I have no doubt tha t  it can be fvund thcre  s t i l l  and' perhaps it 
has been seen by huadreds who have thoilght a s  I d i d ,  t h a t  it was once 
a well-travelled road." 
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(Continued from Jan. 20, 1906 -- Written Feb. 3,  1906) 

There is a g rea t  d i f ference  between the  above described method of 
separa t ing  oree from rock and the  one now employed by the Arnold W n g  
Co, The lumps t h a t  came from the  mine are  no longer burned o r  roasted 
but thrown between t h e  jaws of an immense stone cruaher which works 
upon t h e  sameprinciple a s  t he  crushers t h a t  are used f o r  breaking stone 
t o  use upon highways, Then the f i n e l y  crushed ore and rock pasR through 
a nearly hor izonta l  cyl inder ,  t he  i n t e r i o r  of which is  p a r t l y  l i ned  
with electro-magnets , A powerful current  of e l e c t r i c i t y  causes the  
f i n e  ore  t o  adhere t o  those magnets, while the  rock i s  s i f t e d  out ,  but 
a t  a c e r t a i n  point  i n  the  revolut ion  of t he  cylinder the e l e c t r i c  c i r -  
c u i t  is broken and t h e  ore drops from the magnets upon an endless b e l t  
o r  c a r r i e r  by which it  i s  conveyed t o  a ca r  placed t o  receive it. The 
rock t h a t  i s  thus separated from theore  instead of being washed i n t o  
the  r i v e r ,  a s  it was by the old process, is now preeemed, mixed with 
cement and used i n  making br icks  which a re  the very bes t  of building 
mater ia ls ,  au hard durable a s  rock and a s  convenient infirm and s i z e  a5 
the old-fashioned c lay  br icks  t h a t  a re  baked i n  a k i l n ,  

Perhaps the f a c t  i s  known t o  a few of the present  generation t h a t  
one of the  separa tors  t h a t  was b u i l t  i n  the  f i r s t  half  of l a s t  century 
within l e s s  than a mile of t h e  place where t h i s  modern process is  now 
i n  use, employed magnetism o r  a t  l e a s t  t r i e d  it f o r  separa t ing  ore from 
rock. But the  electro-magnet, i f  then  known t o  science,  was not  i n  i ts  
present s t a t e  of improvement; and the  permanent magnets t h a t  were used 
were not wel l  ndayted t o  the  purpose. They could pick up some ore but 
they would not l e t  g~ of it as the  electro-magnets do. Before me l i e s  
a l i t t l e  bar  of s t e e l  23 inches long,  5/8 of an inch wide a t  one end 
and 3 inch  wide a t  t he  other and about 1/8 of an inch th ick .  This is 
on0 of t he  permanent magnets t h a t  was used i n  tha t  ore separa tor  60 or 
70 years ago. This was plowed up a few weeks ago by Wn. H, Baxter who 
owned the  land where the  separa tor  stood. Though covered with a th ick  
coat of r u s t  which has been accumulating upon it a t  l e a s t  three  score 
years,  it w i l l  s t i l l  pick up and hold suspended frcjm i t s  end i r o n  o r  
e t e e l  p ins ,  a dozen a t  a time, F i f t y  years ago when I was a boy, Fred 
Gaines, who was one of my classmates, gave me a magnet prec ise ly  l i k e  
the  one hero described. When asked where he got  it, Fred r ep l i ed ,  " In  
the separa tor  a t  the Sockie.It So it appears t ha t  those magnets a re  not  
of much use t o  the owner of the  separa tor ,  havo furnished amusement t o  
chi ldren  of three  generations,  

Resuming our walk down stream from the  reservoi r  or s torage  dam, 
we come t o  the  point where the  highway from Cl in tonvi l le ,  a f t e r  cros- 
s ing  the  r a i l road  by the water-tank comes the  r i v e r ,  and there  stood 
the  separa tor ,  which 60 h r s  ago was owned and operated by Calvin Cook. 
A few rods f a r t h e r  down about where the dam was recently erected by the 
Arnold H i l l  Mining Co, t o  f i l l  with water the  pipe which runs t o  t h e i r  
present engine house, was au0th.m of Cook's separators,  Next below the  
highway bridge near Ferrona, ]low ca l l ed  Arnold Stat ion.  A 1 1  of the 
works thus f a r  mentioned were i n  existence,  i f  not i n  operation,  i n  1845 
o r  60 years  ago, At a l a t e r .  da te ,  prob'ably i n  tho f i r s t  half  of the 
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f i f t i e s ,  a new separator was erected above the  Cook forge and below the 
.saw m i l l .  It was sometimes called the Kingsland separator though P, S, 
'Whitcomb t e l l s  me tha t  the property up t o  and a f t e r  tha t  time was st i l l  
owned by Arnold, Southmayd & Stickney, the or iginal  proprietors of the 
Arnold H i l l  mines, Mr. Whitcomb, who was in charge of the  business of 
the Kingslands a t  Cooksockie explains the cause of their'engaging i n  it 
by saying tha t  they had been making i ron from Port Henry Ore which was 
so lean tha t  it made poor i ron  and a large quantity sold by them t o  a 
western purchaser was shipped back t o  them. So they found it necessary 
t o  make some i ron from be t t e r  ore and sent him there f o r  the  purpose, 
Part of the ore was obtained from the old Arnold blue vein, par t  of it 
from Barton ore bed and some from the Mace bed on the  east  side of the 
valley. It was raised by whimseys turned by horse-power and brought 
down i n  wagons t o  the new separator l a s t  mentioned above, That separa- 
t o r  was driven by an immense overshot wheel 60 f e e t  high, the  water 
being conveyed t o  the  top of it i n  a large wooden pipe, ca l l ed  pen- 
stock, The wheel was so l a rge  that it took very l i t t l e  water t o  run 
it. Mr. Whitcomb repaired the  old forge; a d  when he got some ore  
separated, made it in to  iron. For repair ingsthose buildings, lumber 
was needed, and the old Cook sawmill was used t o  saw i t ,  Mr. Whitcomb 
kept a small s tore  near the former residence of Calvin Cook and supplied' 
h i s  employees with needed goods and groceries,  

For the  benefit of those young people who have never seen a Cata- 
lan forge l i k e  t h i s  one where Calvin Cook made i ron 60 years ago and 
Preston Singletary Whitcomb a t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  date, a brief description 
w i l l  be given. 

The forge of t h i s  country was cal led Catalan Forges because they 
were l i k e  those Catalonia, an iron-producing province of Spain, The 
name forge was applied t o  t h e  building in which i ron  was forged, f o r  
each forge contained several  f i r e s  according t o  the amount of business 
t o  be done. The forge f i r e  was a shallow p i t  or box something lilre an 
old f i replace  i n  a dwelling except tha t  its bottom was below the  l eve l  
of the  f loor ,  Charcoal burnt i n  coal p i t s  was drawn t o  the forge, 
brought in to  it i n  large shallow coal baskets and poured i n t o  the  f i r e ,  
then f i n e  separated ore was thrown in to  the burning coal with shovels 
by the bloomers, as  the iron-makers were called,  because the  i ron was 
t o  be shaped in to  blooms or heavy bars four or f ive  inches square. A 
bloomer kept throwing on coal and shoveling on ore till he had used 
enough t o  make a loop, a s  the  molten mass was called.  The heat was 
greatly increased by blowing the f i r e  with hot a i r ,  This wind, while 
cold, cane from immense bellows worked by water-power but passed through 
many f e e t  of pipe tha t  was heated by the f i r e  till red hot. When enough 
ore was melted together t o  make a lopp of the  required s ize ,  the  bloomer 
pried it up with a bar and worked it out of the f i r e  till the  hammerman 
could grasp it with great tongs which were hung from a crane so tha t  the  
weight of h i s  body would balance the mass of molten iron, The arm of 
the crane was swung around till the hammemn could place the  loop under 
the trip-hammer which was a l so  driven by water-power. The loop was 
hammered till it began t o  cool and was then returned t o  the f i r e  and 
again heated, a f t e r  which it was taken out and hammered again till it 
was reduced t o  the  required shape; and a l l  of the open pores or a i r  
holes in it were closed up by the metal being hammered into a compact 
ma68 
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Ferther down the  stream on land owned by \!n, H, Baxter, was 
mothe r  forge which Mr. Baxter says was afterward changed t o  a 
separa tor ,  and it was there  t h a t  an attempt was nade t o  separa te  the 
ore f ron  rock by magnetism, Years before a forge was b u i l t  there  was 
a t  t h a t  place a sawmill owned by Rufus Green, who held o f f i ces  of Com- 
missioner of Highways and town c lerk  of Peru between 1795 and 1815. 
The proper was a l so  owned by Eetchum and Battey who bought the land of 
John Allen sometime ear ly  i n  the century. 

A mile f a r t h e r  down the  r i v e r  near the  present  Kenefick fmm 
buildings was another forge which'was afterward changed t o  a separator.  
Barker & Lapham of Goshen operated it i n  1844; but on a map made a few 
years l a t e r ,  the  name C ,  D. Barton is  pr in ted  near the word l lseparator."  

Mr. Nicholas Barker informs ne t h a t  the  forge had two f i r e s  and 
stood on the  e a s t  s ide  of the  r i v e r ,  and t h a t  there  was an old saw m i l l  
on the  west s i d e ,  He a l so  says t h a t  there.were two separa tors ,  one old 
and the  other new, owned by Barker & Laphnm, above t h e i r  forge and be- 
low the stone forge of Calvin Cook. 

Barker & Laphm had a s t o r e  t o  supply t h e i r  employees with goods, 
grocer ies ,  and provisions and the  building i n  which t h a t  s to re  was kept 
by Nic'holas Barker st i l l  stands on the south s ide  of the door-yard of 
Mrs. Kenefick's house. Nathan Lapham l ived  in  t h a t  house i n  1844, and 
it was there t h a t  h i s  o ldes t  son, Arden Lapham, now of Chicago, was 
born. The e n t i r e  plant  of Barker & Lapham was bought by Caleb D. Barton 
between 1844 and 1850. 

(To be continued) 

The other p a r t s  of these a r t i c l e s  have not been found. 

From Edith Arnold Scr~pSook 
Clinton County Hi s to r i ca l  Rooms 
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Wn, Baxter and h i s  son, Samuel, l ived  jus t  west of Harkness in the  two 
houses near together;  and one is  owned and occupied by Chas, H, Collins.  

Sockie, b e t t e r  known ae Cooksockie, was a hamlet a t  the  Arnold H i l l  
mines and named f o r  Calvin Cook. 

Ferrona and Arnold Sta t ions  have both been n m e s  of the RR s t a t i o n  on 
Arnold H i l l .  The Stat ion house stood about where the RR cross ing  is  
now, 

Kingsland, Jacob of Eeesevil le.  

Arnold, Southayd Sc Stickney. El isha  Arnold, John Southayd,  and 
Stickney. Elisha Arnold l i v e d  on the road from Peru t o  Schuyler Fa l l e ,  
now Champlain Orchards, Mr, gouthmayd l ived  in Jay i n  one of the  gray 
st-one houses on the  road from Jay t o  Upper Jay. Mr, Stickney l i ved  on 
the  Clintonvil le Road over the  bridge t h a t  has always been ca l l ed  the 
Stickney Bridge, It is  believed t h a t  Rockwell Kent owns the  farm now. 

Rufus Green l i ved  in the Union on the  present Ray Tronbley farm, 

Ketchua & Battey, See "Page of H i s t ~ r y . ' ~  

John Allen was of the Allen family on Allen H i l l ,  

Thomas Kenefick came from Ireland and l i ved  on the  f i r s t  farm, r i g h t  
s ide  of road from Harkness t o  Cl in tonvi l le .  The house i s  gone, but 
Ernest Roberts is the p e s e n t  occupant of the land.  

Barker & Lapham. Nicholas Barker and Nathan Lapham, The Laphams l ived  
a t  what i s  now Forrence Orchards, Nicholas Barker l i ved  on what was 
long known a s  the David Sharpe place,  now owned by Ea r l  Weatherwax. 

The great  grand-mother of the  Daveys of Taylor H i l l  was Ida Kenefick. 

These notes must contain the  story by J .  W. Harkness of an inc ident  
connected with Nicholas W k e r  Store near the Kenefick Farm, See "Nich- 
olas Golden Wedding. '(A l i t t l e  inc ident  t ha t  occurred a t  the time has 
long been forgot ten  but t h i s  may remind him of it. b Hallock .Hi l l  boy, 
riho is  now an old man, was sent  t o  carry a small p a i l  of che r r i e s  t o  a 
r e l a t ive  a t  Cooksockie. He stopped a t  the  s to re  and there  met some 
other boys, who suggested t h a t  they take a swim in the l i t t l e  r i v e r  near- 
by. So he s e t  down by the  fence, the  p a i l  of che r r i e s ,  and went with 
the others;  but when he returned,  he found the cherr ies  all gone and h i s  
p a i l  f i l l e d  with sugar. What became of the  f r u i t ,  one can only guess; 
but i f  there  was a s  much capacity under ttUncle Nick'stt ves t  a s  there  i s  
now, he was able t o  s to re  away without any t rouble.  

J. W. Harkness 

C.  D, Barton f o r  whom Bartonvil le is  named and ~ometimes called Laphams 
Mills. 

Notes: by Mildred G, lieese, Grace E, Arnold 1963-64 



OTHER OD RODS IN OLD PERU A CENTURY AGO 

I sha l l  speak b r ie f ly  of the ordinary roads made by the people 
of the town f o r  t h e i r  own ,.se or con'9enience. Each was improtant 
t o  those who l ived ;:pan it or  had occasion t o  visit those who d id ,  
but none of them were of such general in te res t  t o  the inhab i tmts  
of Northern New York a s  those great  trunk l i n e s  of highway travel., 
the main o r  Post Hoad (The Post Road is  what is  now called M e  
Shore Road and it joined the Willsbourough Road near Mace's Corners 
near Augur Lake) and the Rogers Road. 

To begin with, the  oldest ,  i e t  me Bay the very f i r s t  road es- 
tabliahed by the Commissioners of Plattsburgh in the t e r r i t o r y  tha t  
afterward becane the  Town of Peru (now Town of ~ d a b l e )  was the  one 
we c a l l  Arthur S t ree t  (see  map of Clinton County f o r  1963 as  it has 
been given back i ts  o r ig ina l  name) from the f a c t  that  several  f m i -  
l i e s  of Arthurs lived upon i t  more than a hundred years ago. ( I t  
was voted t o  build th ic  road the next year following the  f i r s t  town 
meeting which was Dec. 28, 1792. The deed t o  the Arthur F ~ I ~ U E  a s  
recorded in the Clinton County Clerk 's  off ice  is dated 1790 'md the 
f a m s  formed the  four corners cal led Arthur's Corners f o r  nearly 
100 years, See Old Keeseville Ta les , )  When the road wna l a i d  out in  
1790 it comprised 3 road t o  the l ade ,  a l l  that  pa r t  of the  main road 
north of the L i t t l e  AuSablc River. But i n  1798 t h i s  Arthur S t ree t  
began st Capt. Everet t ' s  west l i n e  on Rogers Road, now called Kees's 
Corners, and ended a t  the Post Road (Lake shore) about 100 ylrds  
south of the  Dry Mills near the mouth of the  Big Adsb le  River. The 
taxable inhabitants or the people who were assessed with farms were 
Edward Everett ,  land both north and south of the corner, now in the - 
Xeese farm, m d  George Everctt*his son; Abednigo Ricketson, now John 
Shortel1;Joshm B. Arthur, one of the  four brothers, now the l a t o  
Elenor Arthur Spnulding and Albert Dupra and Gordon Devins; R & k  
Arthur, =other brother, now Louise Eisen and the  Rustic Reotsurmt; - 
Thom~ls Arthur, another brother, land now owned by t ~ l a n  and Cedric 
Patnode; John Morehouse, now Ralph Arthur and William Morehouse, l a t e r  
the Welsh farm, now Joseph Allen, Each Morehouse was assessed with 
half  of a saw m i l l  which is  believed t o  have beell on the brook between 
the residences o f  Bnlph Arthur and Joseph f ~ l l e n .  

The next road t o  consider was established i n  1792 and 1793 in two 
pa r t s  or three which t a e n  t o  e the r  extended from the main or post 
road near the Old Blockhouse ?Blockhouse ~ e o e t e r y )  on the  bank of the 
L i t t l e  Aiinble iliver t o  Rogers Road at  the corner where Peter McGee 
l ives  (now belongs t o  the NorBhern orchard). The people q o n  i t  
whose names 3re on the nssessment roll were John Haff ( l 3 t e r  Schuyler 
.and Halph Aaff, Nathaniel Haff, now John Neyenhowu ( on the home- 
stead) Glen Lea and Richard s t s f fo rd)  Rowland 3tafford) John Cochran 
Jr . and Noble ,2vsrill. 
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One of the longest road d i s t r i c t a  in the town extended from Bev- 
e r ly  Beardsleyts on the Great AuSable where A,  M. Edwards now l ives ,  
t o  the Sand H i l l  about a half mile nor th  of the High Bridge where it 
joined::to the Post -ltoad, On it liv8d James Weston, James Bean, Andrew 
Debar, Norman Bull, William Clyde, David Day, David George, Joseph 
Beach, John liaymond and Samuel Hawley. Above Beverly Beardsley, on the 
same road which extended t o  the south l i n e  of Peru were Emnuel Beards- 
l e y  and h i s  son, Jehia l ,  Jr., John Beardsley, George 3 h v e  , Zephaniah 
Palmer, Xachariah Palmer and Sylvanis Palmer. 

George Shaver whose name was sometimes spelled Shaffer was the 
f i r s t  e e t t l e r  of Clintonville and the  discoverer, in the year 1800 of 
the  first i ron ore found i n  Clinton County a t  what has boen known as 
the Winter Ore Bed, a s  I suppose the land on which it i a  located was 
owned by Eliaha Winteru, 

Zephaniah Palmer was a lso  the diacovorer of a '  valuable oro bod 
on Palmer H i l l  and is said  t o  have been the f i r s t  s e t t l e r  of Auflable 
Porks and of the Town of Black Brook. But three  di f ferent  au thor i t i e s  
say tha t  he located in t h a t  town in o r  about 1825. I w i l l  venture to  
a s se r t  t h a t  he was l i v b g  in what is now the town of Black Brook and I 
believe a t  AuSable Porks as early as 1798 and not he alono but at  l e a s t  
three other  Palmers who were probably h i s  f a the r  and brothers,  To t h a t  
I w i l l  add t h a t  a s  ea r ly  a s  1802, a man named Luis ur Lewis Fe r r i s  had 
a saw m i l l  on Palmerla Brook in the present v i l l age  of AuSable Forks 
and another man named I s i a h  Fer r i s  who was p-obably his son l ived there  
with him. 

In  1793, a highway was established b e g h i n g  a t  the south west 
corner of Lot No. 9 and sunning thence west t o  Henry Grean's on dogera 
Road. When it is roneubered tha t  Henry Green sold  in 1801, three acres  
of land to  the Quakers f o r  a meeting house l o t  and bur ing ground, the  
looetion of t h i s  road rill be understood. ( ~ r o w n  Road! !!!he town l i n e  
between Peru and AuSable now runs along the center  of it. 

In  1795, t h i s  road was extended eastward t o  the Mills Itbelonging 
t o  ,Matthew Adgate, Esq., and Asa Douglassu aftorwards known a s  dry 
n i l l s ' a n d  i n  1796 was extunded westward t o  the west l i n e  of the Great 
Location that  being t o  the corners west of where Smithdale choose fac- 
tory now stands,  In  1798, the tax payers who l ived  on t h a t  road e a s t  
of Henry Greenf s were Ebeneser Baker, John Mosley, Robert Anson, Robert 
Moon and John Stanton, dobert Moon's 100 acres  joined iieuben Arthur 
and m a t  have been about whore Frank Clark now l i v e s ,  John Stanton's 
50 ac res  joined. Augustine Arthur and was the place owned by Qeorgo 
Howard. This John Stanton was the naughty old hero who gava h i s  w r y  
wife the long r ids  from Peru t o  Poughkeepsie, 250 miles, on a hand 
sled. !&is Btory has been i n  pr in t  almost 90 years so I need not stop 
t o  repent it. (This famous r ide  took place about 1850) 

West of Henry Greenlo on that  road l ived Danial Jackson, whoee 
son, h l i e l ,  Jun., wrote the  famous novel, "klonzo and M e l i ~ s a , ' ~  Peter 
White and Smuel Cleat. Petor White's 50 acres,  formerly Seth C. C a l -  
kina,  aile now owned by Andrew Walker, and Smuel West's 100 acres  are 
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now a par t  of Janes Black's  farm, The Calkins school house l o t  occupies 
the south e a s t  corner. of Samuel West's farm. John Osborno is assessed 
f o r  212 acres on the back road joining Samuel West, but ne i the r  in tha t  
year, 1798, nor any other was he assessed a road tax on any such land 
so he must have owned i t  but a very short  time. The back road mention- 
ed was probably Calkins S t ree t  or  the road tha t  runs north from the 
school house, both of which were made public roads in December 1799, 

A half a mile north of Henry Green's, on flogers iioad was another 
road running e a s t  on o r  near whFch l i v e d  Wm, Keese I ,  where Timothy 
Dnvern does now, ( ~ a v e r n  ~ o a d ) ,  Elisha Howard, Aaron Benedict, Aaron 
Benedict , Jr. , Cyrus Benedict , John Ph i l l ip s  and Ben jmin Ear l .  The 

1 l a s t  was a teacher and taught i n  the l o g  Quaker meeting house tha t  stood' 
i n  the corner south of John Keese's house and d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of the pre- 

I sent Beadleston residence. Afterwards t h i s  road was extended past  Peter 
E Hallock's and along the south l i n e  of what i s  now S i l a s  Weever's l o t  t o  
\ the corners e a s t  of the Smithdale factory.  A l l  of i t  is west of the 
I 
L 

HaUock Boad near the l i t t l e  AuSable has since been abandoned. 

That Hallock ;load jus t  mentioned ran from tfCockran's Mills" west- 
e r ly  (River lioad)by Olmstend's and southerly by Peter Hallockfs t o  
Daniel Jackson. On i t  near i t  l ived Pardon I r i s h ,  J e s ~ a  I r i s h ,  Elihu 
Allen, Benj. Bragg, Caleb Simmons, Eleazer Nichols and Peter Hallock. 
The f a m e  of the  l a s t  two mentioned a re  now owned by ! m e 1  and William 
Tanners but where the others were I cannot say posi t ive ly  but have rea- 
son t o  believe tha t  Benjamin Bragg l ived  on the Sherman farm. Caleb 
Simmons on E. S, Arnold farm, Elihu Allen on l m d  owned by Nelson h 
Lorme neur tho comers  south of Henry Arnold's and the I s i shes  were h i s  
near neighbors. The road from Elihu Allen's  west t o  Dyer Arnold corners 
was l a i d  out in 1799, The road did not go through Goshen but ran nearly 
due west from Cochran's Mills t o  a point  a hal f  mile south of the 
presant residence of Renry h o l d .  There it turned due south and fo l lov 
ed the cas t  l i n c  of L3t No, 26 toward Daniel Jackson's. From tha t  same 
corner a road rm due north t o  the coriler where Arnold no l i v e s ,  than 
turned wast a few rods t o  the corner of Lot No. 27 from which i t  ran 
north t o  the north l i n e  of Lot  NO..^ in the four thousand acre locat ion.  
On or near that road l ived  Josiah Terry and Waterman Ee l l s ,  John 
Evers and Hosiah Howe. 

1 
I 

From tha t  comer  where Henry Arnold l ives ,  a road m a n  west where 

i i t  dcss still t u  the west l i n e  of the  Great Locatian on which Palmer 
Stafford,  Jonas Stafford,  Jonathan Stafford,  John Green, William 

I Lewis, Samuel I r i s h  and Samuel Francis worked t h e i r  tax bpt nost  of I them were said t o  l ivel 'of  from any road." 

9 
1 From the corner of Elisha Arnold1 a ,  now John L, Clark on Bogers 
i Eoad (now cal led  Crommie's Corners) a road ran due eas t  t o  the Lake 

I where i t  runs still and on it  Asa Elmor and Oliver Sanders, I believe 
that  John Cochran l ived  on t h a t  road a t  the Stephen Brand Corners and 

I 1 Robert Cochran whose land joined John's ,  was overseer of the  road dis-  
t r i c t  t ha t  ran south from Plattsburgh l i n e  t o  Cochran's Mills, the road 

i on which the Gate family now l i v e .  As S i l a s  Cochran a lso  l ived  on t h i s  
, l a s t  mentioned road in 1798 probably e i the r  on the  place s t i l l  
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known a s  S i l a s  Cochran farm now occupied by Commadore Derby o r  t h a t  
other S i l a s  Cochran farm which lay  eas t  of the present  v i l l a g e  of Peru. 
On the road which ran from Cochran's Mills soukherly t o  Thomas Arthur 's  
l ived  Nnthan Aver i l l ,  Nathan Aver i l l ,  J r ,  I s r e a l  Buck and Reuben Beae- 
d i c t .  

In January 1795, a road was l a i d  out and established by the Con.- ., 
miosioners of Highways that was described as  follows: (Hnllock H i l l  : , 
Road) 'beginning a t  Robert Whitcomb's nor th  eas t  of sa id  Wliitcombts l o t  
thence south e ight  chains,  thence west th i r ty-s ix  chains so  t o  be con- 
tinued." Robert Whitcomb owned the farm on which David Hallock now 
l i v e s  so t h i s  road t h a t  ended BO much l i k e  a s tory  i n  the Lepger begm 
a l i t t e r  west of Harrison Arnold's present  residence and ran  west where 
i t  is  now t o  the  corner of the  o r ig ina l  Hallock farm which was about 20 
o r  25 rods f a r t h e r  eas t  t h a t  i t  is  now, then i t  ran south 32 rods and 
turning west ran  p a r a l l e l  with the present  road pas t  the  I lbber t t s  place 
then ohned by David Cochrnn t o  the  Osborne ten-care l o t  then owned by 
Garret Thew. It was probably as  f a r  a s  Gilbert  Thew's l og  house which 
was weet of the  brook about half  way between W. H.  carpenter;^ residence 
and the present  road which vas l a i d  out on the 2nd day of March, 1899 
and therefore e=ctly 100 years old,  

I n  the  above descr ip t ion ,  I h s n  named a l l  the  taxpayers who l ived 
on the old road in 1798, and one who l ived  off of i t ,  David Cochran's 
house, afterward David Hoag was jus t  e a s t  of the present  Roberts r e s i -  
dence and therefore  about 25 rods nor th  of the old road. Another fnrm- 
e r  who was sa id  t o  1ive"of from any road1! was Stephen Starks  who owned 
pa r t  of the present  Hmkriess farm and l i ved  near i t s  nor th  e a s t  corner 
i n  what i s  now the oiahard. That place continued t o  be off the road 
t i ll  1827 when i t  wno connected with mtlin road ( ~ n l l o c k  H i l l  Road) and 
in 1828 connected with the road south toward Cl in tonvi l le  was es taL 
blished here it i s  today. Before t h a t  a s  ear ly  a s  1799, a road had 
established along the l i n e  between the  two Thews and bearing south 
westward which l e d  to  Beverly Beardsley's  on the  r i v e r  road. 

I have mentioned about a l l  the roads t h a t  were in Pel% i n  1798 ex- 
cept a few tha t  were abandoned so long ago t h a t  no one remembers them 
now. A chapter might be wri t ten  upon the abandoned raods of old Peru 
which would surpr ise  some people who do not dream t h a t  roads have ever 
been where they were. 

I could mention a few mom farms t h a t  were off  f ron  any road in 
1798 l i k e  those of Hicholas Barker where h i s  grand-son and namesake now 
l i v e s ,  David F i sh  l ived  on or near the Harvey Everett  homestead. The 
widow b r t h s  Stafford whose 334 acres  included the J. P. Hewitt e s t a t e  
and Elisha Grean whose hone was near t he  Severence farm in Smithdale. 
But t h i s  a r t i c l e  is  f a r  too long already.  

J ,  W. Harkness 
AUSABLE 
Written March 2 ,  1899. 
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This Art.hu;r Road mentioned i n  this a r t i c l e  was first s e t t l e d  by the 

four  Arthur brothers, Joshua E l  Augustine, Thomas, and Reuben. They 

arranged the i r  land to four the four corners, A t  one time and not 

u n t i l  a f t e r  the War of 1812 was the road from Peru ("from Peru to  

Thomas Arthursl1) completed beyond the Big Rock which i s  on the Peru- 

Keeseville Road, to  the young vi l lage of Keeseville. The h t h u r s  took 

up 425 acres i n  1788 and the deed is recorded i n  1790, A t  t ha t  time 

Arthur S t ree t  extended t o  the lake a t  Peru Landing, which i s  in front  

of the Straight farm now owned by the Orchard Camps, It began a t  

Keesels Corners. In l a t e r  years i t  became only the mild from Keesels 

t o  m e r e  Corners, In 1965, the Sta te  made tha t  mile in to  a Farm-to- 

~ a r k e t  Road, 

The next s e t t l e r s  on that Road was Abednego Ricketson who cane 

i n  1795, just  west of the  h t h u r s ,  They came from Washington Hallow, 

N.Y, The sons married in to  the Everett  and Hallock families.  The 

present president of the Quaker Union Society i s  a descendant of t h i s  

f o i l y ,  

The ,.rthur Homestead i s  now owned by Mrs. Kathryn Curran, the 

house being bu i l t  i n  1804. In 1833, the Ricketson's sold 60 acres to  

Alexander Arthur and he bu i l t  the brick house, now owned and occuipied 

by Albert Dupra, 
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Back i n  1923 Mr. Harheos  copied from the records in the  Clinton 
County Clerk's o f f i ce  the  descr ip t ion  of a l l  the roads i n  the  Town of 
Peru from 1792 t o  1836, and the  assessment r o l l s .  

The date of the f i r s t  town meeting was Dec. 28, 1792, when the  old 
town of Peru was taken off  Plattsburgh. ttThe meeting was held a t  the  

I home of Samuel Jackson. The dwelling of Jacksons was of logs  and stood 
near t he  north end of Allen S t r e e t ,  about a half  mile west of t he  bri@ge 
across the L i t t l e  Bugable. (Quotation from Mr. H a r b c s s  ) Allen S t r ee t  
i s  the old Lake Shore Road where Paul Allen l i v e s  on the  farm cal led  
"Allen Homestead since 1788. Another old family on t h a t  road was the  
Baker family, 

Early in the  expansion of the Keese Farm, the  Everett  and Battey 
l o t e  were purchased from the  Evere t t s  and Batteys. It i s  claimed t h a t  
the  horse barn on the  Keese farm was the  horse shed et Ba t t ey t s  s t o r e ,  
which was near the  ~ o u t h - e a s t  corner of t he  Battey l o t ,  near  the Dupra 
farm. 

George Everett  moved t o  the  lake  shore near t h e  Blockhouse Cemetery 
and had two unmarried daughters, Jennie and Lydia. 

A l l  of the  Abednego Ricketson farm, on the nor th  s ide  of Arthur :. ,.. 

Road, remained i n  t h a t  nme  u n t i l  about 1833, when Alexander Arthur 
bought of the h e i r s  80 acres  of land and b u i l t  t he  br ick  house st i l l  :. 
there.  Albert Dupra bought the farm i n  1936 

The r e s t  of the Ricketson farm was owned by Thomas Lynch and h e i r s  
f o r  46 years,  from 1875 t o  1 921 , and then owned by Charles J a r v i s  family 
f o r  31 yuare, from 1921 t o  1952. It is  now owned by John Shor t e l l ,  

The Joshua B. Arthur farm on the  south s ide  of the Aruthur Road is  
the  homestoad, a d  he wes the  progenitor of a l l  t he  Arthurs i n  t h i s  
~ c c t i o n .  The house was b u i l t  i n  1804, and the  following generations 
a f t e r  Joshua B, were Joshua V a n  Ronsselare and h i s   on, Joshua I. 
Ihe l a t t e r  sold the farm t o  Arthur Martin of Hallock H i l l ,  brother of 
Peter .  After it changed hands twice and is now owned by the  widow of 
the l a t e  Frank Curran, Mrs. Kathryn Curran, and son Francis. 

The next Arthur place,  Augustinesfs on the  nor th  s ide  of the  road, 
is now divided in to  three  p a r t s ,  one owned by Eleanor Arhur Spaulding, 
the l a s t  hrthur to  clwn any p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  425 acres  surrounding 
the  four corners ca l led  Arthurs Corners f o r  137 years.  The o ther  two 
pa r t s  of the  hugustine lirthur land a re  owned by N b e r t  Dupra, and 
Gordon Devins . 

Thia accounts f o r  two of the o r i g i n a l  four brothers ,  Thomas Arthur 
l ivod on the south-east of t h e  corners,  whose land was sold t o  Gorton T.  
Thorns I ,  then t o  James Hinds, a maternal grea t  grand-father of Ph i l ip  
E, Baber of Keesevil le,  l a t e r  Demis Dwyer and h i s  h e i r s  ownebqthe place 
f o r  75 years. "Deofl Dwyer died in 194.0 and was we l l  lmown over most of 
Clinton County a s  a donler in farm machinery and junk dealer .  The 
property i s  now owned by Cedric Patnode and Mrs. Louise Eisen and the 
Rustic Restaurant. The b r i ck  house t h a t  is  still the re  and occupied by 
Mrs. Eisen wes b u i l t  f o r  Gorton T. Thomas I in 1835 by Isaac  F e r r i s ,  
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The four th  brother,  Reuben, owned the  110 acres on the north-west 
s ide  of the corners,  This land was a l so  l a t e r  owned by the  Dwyers and 
thus became Dwyers Corners, and is  now owned by Cedric Patnode and Alan 
Patnode, 

It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note tha t  the l i n e s  of those old farms have 
not changed much a s  they were o r ig ina l ly  sei up i n  1790. 

The Roberi; Battey Cemtery is on the hr thur  Xoad a;d dazes b ~ c k  - 
t o  the times of the Union Villaile, 1805-1896, It has r ecen t ly  been ro- 
stored and fenced by interented people, The Wbt;ey S Lore already refer -  
red to  stood on the Union Eload and near the Ctmetery, h i s  house vras on 
that l o t  and about opposite ihe lieese houaa, 

The i r t h u r  Road was f i r s t  black-topped i n  1930 o r  1931, a;d in 
1964 and 1965 i t  was rebu i l t  and widened f o r  a farm-to ruarl~et road o r  
County Road. 

i The Georgo goward farm refer red  LO on the  Brown Boad was l eke r  
owned by Lester  Bonbard and now Robert Rulfs. 

i 

Aaron Bencdicl l ived  on l;he north-eat corner of Davern Road and 
I Route 22, between Peru m d  Xeeseville, It Wac loili; owned by Sanford E, 
i Porronce and hci ro  and now by Oppun, 
! 
i 
L Cyrus BencdicL probably l ived  where Lhe l z l e  Harley FaUon l ived  

on Te1e;raph 3t.  and presently owned by Yis, Harry Pray. (~;s thor 
$ 

Si;;zlor) ' 

Tho Sicholas &rker - f w a  is north-eaei; of tho residence of ?!me 
Forrence, on a d i r t  road, I t '  was more reccrltly owned by 3avid S h r p e ,  
now by d m 1  Viithervax. 

Tho 2eter  IIallock Iiomestcad on the  River Road was l a t e r  owned by 
\in. Taner, by Ps t r ick  Butler and now by Itobert Sherman, ;;hat we c z l l  
"Hivcr Road" wan ca l l ed  by Iiarkriess "Hzllock B ~ a d , ~ '  

Uater rm 4011s l ivod on the Fal ton  Road, out of Schuyler Fa l l s .  
1 The br ick  house o t i l l  stando. 
i 

1 Tho land where Jud;e I i inter  l ivod oa the Cl in tonvi l le  Road is now 
I o~ined by Perley Stoughton, Sd i to r  of the &sex County Republican. 

t 

j iiotes comptlled by Yildred G. Keese, Grace h i o l d ,  .Eleanor A. Spnuldi;?; 
i:~ 1963, llildrod G, Kecse died July 9, 1965, 



TH3 STORY OF FOUR MORE OLD TIME ROADS 

The four AuSable r i v e r  bridges mentioned in a recent  a r t i c l e  
iswere 'the tenhinal  pbiizts of 'four roads of old Peru, 

Of course the roads did not  s top  a t  those bridges but went on 
in to  the adjoining town, but they were not  Peru roads beyond those 
bridges fo r  the  r i v e r  formed the  southeastern boundary of t h a t  town 
during the fo r ty  years from 1799 t o  1830, 

The road now t o  be described i s  not  remembered by myone now 
l iv ing  and it is  not l i k e l y  t h a t  any such one ever heard of it. But 
the  town records are  indisputable and help t o  prove t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
settlement a t  AuSnble Chasm e a r l i e r  then a t  Keeseville. On Sept. 5 t h l  
1800 a road was l a i d  out  by Elisha Arnold, Benjamin am re en) and Robcrh 
Cockran, commissioners of highways, t h a t  was described a s  follows : 

Beginning about f i v e  rods south of Stephen Taylor 's  house a t  t he  
road from widow Hallocks 's  t o  the fordway,, thence eas t e r ly  t o  Adgate's 
Mills. Stephen Taylor 's  house was where John Davq now l i v e s ,  The 
widow Hallock was the  mother of Edward, I saac ,  Richard and David and 
the road from her place was the  same a s  now traveled from Harrison or 
Eloazer Arnold farm over the  h i l l  toward Keesevil le,  Adgate's Millfi 
were above the  high f a l l s  a t  AuSable Chasm. The road running eas t e r ly  
from Stepllen Taylor 's  t o  Adgate's Mills  must have crossed the  s t a t e  
road, o r  r a the r  the place where the  s t a t e  road now i s ,  a l i t t l e  south 
of the sand h i l l  and continuing eas t  was very near the  place where the  
l a t e  Elksnah W. Arthur recent ly  l i ved .  

I f  any pa r t  of t h a t  road i s  s t i l l  used it  must be only between 
the Chasm school house and the bridge, but t h a t  whole road was used 
and worked as  one of the  Peru highways, f o r  n t  l e a s t  s i x  years.  During 
t h a t  t h e  the  men who l ived  upon it were William Banks (o r  ~ a n k e r ) ,  
John Hawley, a Mr. Presby, John Ganang, John Dobs md Lanadar Prindle.  
Only one, William Banker, seems t o  have been a permanent s e t t l e r  and 
h i s  name i s  not found a f t e r  1806, There is  good reason t o  believe t h a t  
he l ived  on what was afterward the Joahua Hallock farm, where the l a t e  
Fitz-Green Hallock was born about 80 years ago, and where Lewis Rock 
l ived  nany uears since t h a t  time. h o  other men, Harr is  Beach and 
E l i j ah  Weston worked on t h a t  road in 1807 but -ye have no proof t h a t  
they l ived  upon it, 

The o ldes t  road ill the v i l l age  of Keeseville seems t o  be;Jable 
St ree t  fo r  on March 2414 1810, one was l a i d  out  described a s  beginn- 
ing a t  Jonathan Bigelow's runnine nor theas ter ly  near sa id  Bigelow's 
saw m i l l  near the  grea t  River Ausable u n t i l  i t  s t r i k e s  the  road near 
Martin Adgate's. As we believe,  Jonathan Bigelow l ived  on the present  
Ggo. B, Thompson farm and Martin Adgate a t  o r  near Ausable Chasm, Big- 
elow's saw m i l l  must havc beenon the  Peru s ide  of t he  r i v e r  and t h i s  
road must have followed the r i v e r  about where Sable S t r e e t  does s t i l l .  



Tm 3TORY OF FOUR MOM OLD TIME ROD8 Continued 

Under date of March 21, 181 1 ,  mother road i s  described as  
follows : 

I1Beginning a t  the Big River Ausable a t  the  Bridge tha t  was 
b u i l t  by David Fuller by Jonathan Bigelowts thence North 32 
degrees West fo r ty  chains, thence North 235 chains to Uriah Water- 
man's Blacksmith shop. It 

To understand that  description we need only to how tha t  the 
bridge tha t  was bu i l t  by David Ful ler  was the one a t  the foot of the 
h i l l  west of the Jed Bl iss  house, the  forty chains, o r  one half mile, 
tha t  the road ran northwest took it to  some point on the Thompson 
farm west or northwest of the present stone house and from there the 
road ran d i rec t ly  north t o  what we now how a s  the D. J ,  Dwyer farm 
corners. The par t  south of the sand h i l l  a mile or more out of Keeso- 
v i l l e  on the road to Peru was abandoned more than 100 years ago, but 
one old landmark s t i l l  remains upon it ,  the Joshua Hallock, ncv be t te r  
known as  the  Lewis Rock house, That house now stands away from any 
road but the reader w i l l  see tha t  i t  was not always so, If it was 
b u i l t  before 1807 it stood a t  or near four corners where the road 
tha t  ran east  from Stephen l a y l o r t s  crossed the road from Jonathan 
Bigelow' a. 

One more road remains to  be mentioned before t h i s  ser ies  i s  
closed. 

"Road beginning where the s t a t e  road s t r i k e s  the pine plain6 a 
l i t t l e  south of Joseph B. Covellts thence 3. E. till it  s t r ikes  the 
north end of the bridge tha t  crosses the r i v e r  by Boylets Mills. The 
same i s  l a i d  out as  a public highway the 6th of April 1812,t' It i s  
needless t o  say that  the part  of t h i s  road south of the vi l lage l imi t s  
i s  now called Main s t r e e t ,  Keeseville. The s t a t e  road here rnetioned 
was called the  Great Northern Turnpike when it was b u i l t  t o  the  High 
Bridge in 1805, but about 181 1 i t s  course waE changed t o  the bridge 
near Jonathan Bigelowts since which time it has been called the  s t a t e  
road. In 181 2 Joseph B, Covell must have lived a t  "the Said H i l l t ! .  

J. W, HARENESS 
published in the Essex County Republican Feb. 76, 1925 

Copied from the Edith Arnold 3crapbook 
Clinton County Historical Rooms 

Notes compiled by Mildred ff, geese and Grace E. Arnold 1963-64 
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This road, while not remembered a s  a road, is s t i l l  known to  be 
there by William P, Davey, across whose land i t  passes, by Roger 
(Benny) Besio who a s  a bog fished i n  the brook over which the road 
probably l ay  and by Clarence Arthur, grandson of Elkanah Arthur, who 
used t o  t e l l  about going to  the Chasm over an old road. The Fitz- 
Green Hallock mentioned here was one of the famous Adirondack guides, 
The autobiography of Dr, Trudeau of the Saranac Lake Sanitarium t e l l s  
the s tory of how Fitz-Green met him in Plattsburgh and carr ied him 
from the t r a i n ,  a very s ick m n ,  about to  d i e  of tuberculosis. The 
story goes on t o  t e l l  how "Fitztt ,  a s  he called him, would take him 
on the fox runs to go f o r  hunting, After a while Dr. Trudeau was 
able t o  go fox hunting, and on one occasion said  that  t h i s  would be 
a f ine  spot f o r  a sanitarium, Fitz-Green and two o r  three  other 
guides got together and presented t o  Dr. frudeau the deed to  f i f t y  
acres of land on which the sanitarium now stands,  

This Fitz-Green Hallock r e t i r e d  a f t e r  many years with the Webbs 
of tha t  region (the Webb private pullman car may be seen a t  the Adi- 
rondack Museum a t  Blue Mt,) and came to  Keeseville t o  l i v e  and d ie ,  
He married h i s  childhood sweetheart, Apes  Sanborn Morgan, and bought 
the Alfred Baber home on Pleasant Street  where Lawrence Holdridge now 
l i v e s ,  He died about 50 years ago and was buried a t  Snranac Lake, 
Some of those who knew the story of Fitz-Green Hallock a re  Harlow 
Nichols, James McAlcon and Jul ius  Te l l i e r ,  The book by Dr. Trudeau 
was loaned by Miss Emily McMasters. 

Fitz-Green Hallock is menfioiied :. in, the s tory by J .  Warren Hark- 
nesa, "The Hollooks of Hallock Hi l l " ,  John, son of William (and grand- 
son of Peter of 1640) joined the Quakers, very much to  h i s  f a the r ' s  
displeasure, and from him descended a numerous poster i ty ,  many of h i s  
descendants being l ike  him, followers of George Fox. He was the 
ancestor of Fitz-Green, the post, and his  namesake the Adirondack 
guide, aleo of Iion. George E, the  fa the r  of George P. Hallock of Peru 

and the Hallnoks of Hallock H i l l .   h he home and s tory of the Hon. 
George Hallock appears in  the History of Clinton and Franklin Counties 
puhl i~hed i n  1830, and the home s t i l l  stands and is i n  Use,) 

The childhood sweetheart whom Fire-Green married, Mrs. Morgan, 
was an accomplished musician and gave organ and piano lessons. She had 
two daughters, Maud and Ruth. Miss Maud Morgan was a public school 
music supervi~lor in Ticonderoga, Ruth became the wife of the  l a t e  
Dr. Aolcombe. 

Every school boy knows the following l i n e s  from a poem written 
by Fritz-Green Ilallock, the poet f o r  whom t h i s  Fritz-Green was riamed: 

Str ike  - f o r  your a l t a r s  and your s i r e s ;  
Strike - for the green graves of your s i r e s ;  

. . . Godi and youi. natj,yfmlfg$ho Bozzaris 
by Fitz-Green Hallock 



Notes on THE SICORY OF F.0UR MORE OLD TIME ROADS 

As near a s  i t  can be ascertained,  t he  Johnathan Bigelow m i l l  was near 
t he  Upper Bridge in Keesevil le.  

k t i n  Adgate l i v e d  where the  l a t e  Whitney Adgate did. The Geo. B, 
Thompson farm is  now owned by h i s  son, William. 

A t  one time, there  was a bridge across  the  r i v e r  a t  the  ,Fordway about 
where. the new twin bridges a re  on t h e  Northway, The Jed i tha  B l i s s  
house was of br ick  which was demolished when. t he  overpass t o  the  
Dugway was b u i l t  i n  1964. It was on the  Essex s ide  of t h e  r i v e r ,  

From studying the  descr ip t ions  of t he  old roads,  i t  is learned,  t h a t  
f.or some time t h e r e  was no road across  the  pine p l a ins ,  it stopped a t  
what was ca l l ed  the  Big Rock. Later  it was extended t o  the  Sand H i l l  
and during t h e  war of 1812 was extended from t h e r e  i n t o  Keesevil le a s  
i t  does now, The Road from Taylor H i l l  came i n t o  Keeseville on the  
Taylor Hill Road, Jus t  over the Big Rock, a f t e r  a time Oliver Keese 
too up land. The road t o  the  Main Road of old Peru ran pas t  t h e  Gor- 
ton T, Thomas farm (Stanley Thompson). Joseph Lavarnway owned land 
on t h a t  corner and nearby l ived  Phinias  Olcott ,  The Lavarnway land 
was owned by Stephen Ricketson afterward the  William Taylor I1 farm, 
now John Connell, When t h e  Keeses took up the  lend on t h a t  corner on 
the  "Road t o  Birminghamn they owned the  Thomas place a s  well .  The 
Connells have l ived  on t h e i r  present  farm a hundred years.  Samuel 
Vinette owned the  farm formerly owned by Stephen Ricketson, whose deu- 
ghter ,  Marr ie t te ,  married Charles Weston. The farm was known f o r  many 

, years a s  the  "Weston Place." 

Uriah waterman had a blacksmith shop i n  the Union Village where Joseph 
Sor re l1  does now. That houee is t h e  o ldes t  frame house i n  the  area .  
Waterman a l s o  had e blacksmith shop on the farm of Wm. Morehouse, now 
Joseph Allen. 

AuSable Chasm was once ca l l ed  Adgate Is Mills, then Burminghm Fa l l s .  
The Stone Bridge i n  the  Chasm was b u i l t  in 1936, The Arch bridge i n  
Keeseville "was b u i l t  i u  1805, 'was of wood" : Thc stone Arch Bridge, t o  
replr.c4 the  ex i s t% wooden bridge,.,wns buil t .  jointAy in  1042 by the  
Town of Chesterfinld and X11Snhl.e. Mr. Townaend being the  contractor.  
Native stone was used.I1 By Dr, John H. Evans, Sep t ,  1942. 

The Keese p lace  owned f o r  many year€! by Ju l iu s  Rock is now owned by 
Claude Oui le t te .  



FIRST BRIDGES OVER THE "GREAT SAWBLE RIVER" 

Doubtless t he  readers  of the Republican a r e  t i r e d  of fbllowing 
old roads, some of which have been abandoned f o r  more than a hundred 
years, and w i l l  be glad t o  r e s t  while they examine some of t he  wonders 
of nature t o  be seen from them. 

We w i l l  s top f i r s t  a t  t he  High Bridge across  the  chasm f o r  it was ' not only t h e  f i r s t  one b u i l t  but it had the  most remarkable locat ion .  

Below Table Rock the re  is  n s t r a i g h t  and narrow passage through 
which the  r i v e r  flows where the  s ide  wal ls  r i s e  v e r t i c a l l y  about one 
hundred f e e t  and a t  t he  t o p  cannot be much more than t h i r t y  f e e t  apar t .  
It was t h e r e  t h a t  in the  year 1793 Capt. P l a t t  Rogers, a s s i s t e d  by farm- 
e r s  of old Peru, b u i l t  what was then quaintly ca l l ed  the  "Grcat Bridge 
a Croast t he  Great River Sawblel', 

A t  lc-ast t h ree  d i f f e r e n t  men, none of whom were born u n t i l  a f t e r  
t h a t  bridge was' b u i l t  ,' have t o l d  us how it was constructed and no two 
of them agree i n  a l l  p r t i c u l a r s ,  but t he  account of it given by t h e  
l a t e  Theodorus Sheldon, of Willsboro, seems t o  be the  most r e a s ~ n a b l e  
and w i l l  be quoted a s  he wrote it. 

Iieferring t o  t h a t  narrow pa r t  of t he  chasm he sayo t h a t  it was 
llcrossed on -a l o g  o r  l a r g e  t r e e  which it is  supposed t h e  Indians had 
.burned down and caused t o  f a l l  ac ross  the  chasm.. Capt, Rogers had 
some help from t h e  good old Quakers of Peru when he b u i l t  t h a t  Bridge. 
Be said it. wao the  highest  and cheapeot and bes t  bridge he ever  b u i l t ,  

A few l a rge  pines were f e l l e d  on the Essex County s ide ,  they were 
trimmed out f u l l  length .  The l a r g e  ends were squared t h e  proper 
length t o  span the  chasm, -;hey were got  a s  near  t o  the  walled bank 
a s  possible,  t he  squared end point ing  across. Chains were passed 
over and ox teams on t h e  Clinton County s ide  drew the  t r e e  u n t i l  t h e  
squared end pointing across ,  Chains were passed over and ox teams 
on the  Clinton County s ide  drew t h e  t r e e  u n t i l  the  squared par t  of it 
res ted  on the  opposite v a l l ,  t h e  t o p  was then.removed and t h e  o thers  
put in place. 

A smaller  c l a s s  of t r e e s ,  a qua r t e r  s p l i t  through t h e  center ,  . 
dressed down t o  f i v e  inches in  thickness,  and used a s  plank fastened 
on with wooden pins. ' This made a subs t an t i a l  and sa fe  bridge.  " 

It w i l l  be noticed t h a t  Mr. Sheldon sa id  nothing about Capt. Sam- 
u e l  Jackson crossing t h e  chasm on t h a t  s ingle  log  with an ox yoke on 
h i s  shoulders. That i s  one of t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  which may be t rue 'bu t  no 
one oxplains why a p a i r  of oxen was i n  the  woods a t  l e a s t  two miles 
from a house, without a yoke, o r  why the  yoke was the re  on one s ide  of 
t h e  chasm while the  oxon were on the  other s i d e ,  I f  Capt , Jackson was 
credited with carrying t h e  heavy l o g  chain o r  t he  rope by which t h a t  
heavy chain was drawn across  the  chasm, the  reason f o r  it would be. 
o b v i ~ u s  . 



One who cldxed to remember the building of that b r i d p  said that i t  was i n  
1806 qr 1607, that plank to cover i t  were &awn from Jay or Keene, and that he had 
drawh lumber with Capt, Wrightts t e m  over the High Bridge from Robt, Hoyle '5 
mi11 in Kee~evil le  to P'lattsburg, There was a t  l eas t  one saw mi11 i n  Plattsburg, 
20 years before 1806, Roylels lumber was a l l  needed i n  Chesterfield and Peru and 
l i t t l e  i f  any of it was drawn acroso that bridge* There were no sawmills or 
set t lers  i n  Jay or Keene when it was built* But the most improbable of that  ma's 
stories was his  statement that he himaelf traced the calk marks of a horse clear 
aoross the chasm cn the single stringer that was le f t  after the others had fallen 
in ,  the horse and r ider  having crossed i n  the ni&t supposing that the whole bridge 
wan s t i l l  there, 

Bngone who m t s  to believe that story may, but the writer of this  a r t i c le  will 
ask to be exoused, 

'Rnt bridge was the only one that  conneoted those two parts of Pem, while Peru 
included what i s  now a part of Chesterfield, but there were three or four places 
bettfeen the Bearasley farma and the leke where the river was so shdlow that  it 
oould be forded., 

. , 

About the year 18DO or perhaps a few months ear l ier  a seoond bridge was bui l t  
about a mile from the f i r s t ,  It was a t  the place then called Adgate's Falls but 
h f t e d  B i ~ ~  and now Aunable Cham, It was of wood and was esuceeded by 
several other wooden bridges fo r  the mist from the fa l l s  kept the timbar h p  and 
oauned i t  to rapidly decay, But a t  l a s t  an iron bridge took the place of the woode3 
ones, and i f  it i s  kept well painted it should remain while the r iver  continues 
to  flow, B9 words of mine me adequate to describe the views from that Bridge, 

In 1601, or  thereabout.^ , a thtrd bridge was bui l t  about three miles 
further up the river, It has been called the lordway Bridge and no doubt the r iver  
was sometimes forded a t  that place but it was about a mile below the fordway on 
Rogers old road, In 1802, 1803 and 1804 it  was called "the brL* a t  the foot of '- 
the h i l l  west of ban's,  in 1805, 1806 and 1807 it was called "the bridge west of 
Coveltstt and i n  1810 'The &it@ that w s s  bui l t  by Da,vid M l e r  by Jonathan Bigelohrb, 
Those different d e o i p t i o n s  may be explained by saying that a man named Jmes Bean 
lived on what i s  not1 h o w  as the Jed Bliss farm where the briok house was afterwasd 
hilt on t3e Ohesterfield road to Clintonville, He moved away and Joseph B, Covel 
lived thore three y e a s  or more before he moved farther south and lived west of Augur 
Lake, Then i n  1810 the Cammissioners of Highways told who built  the bridge snd new 
whase house, 

1, The briok home w a s  demolished t o  &e way f o r  the overpass over the Northway t o  
the m a y  Road, 

2, Joseph Covel also lived a t  Sand Hill ,  There was a t  one time quite a settlement 
there, The road did not go a l l  the way into Keeseville then, but went over toward 
the Rogors Road tlChenoe t o  the FordwayI1, (see story by J, W, H,, "Four more old 
roads", ) 



FIRST BRIDGES continued 

on the  Peru s ide  of the r i v e r  i t  was b u i l t .  Jus t  how long tha t  bridge 
remained i n  use we a r e  unable t o  say but i t  was probably gone before 
t h e  g rea t  f r e she t  of 1856 wilicl.1 destroyed so many bridges. 

Now it seems time t o  consider bridge number four which was doubt- 
l e s s  the f i r s t  i n  what is now Keesevil le and was according t o  French's 
Gazeteer of New York, b u i l t  i n  1802 by Robert Iloyle. As the  bridge 
has already been mentioned i n  the  a r t i c l e  on the b e g h i n g  and growth 
of Keesevil le,  it need only be sa id  t h a t  i t  was the  Main S t r e e t  bridge, 
th other two Keeseville .br idges  being of more, recent  though of some- 
what uncertain da tes .  

Winslow C, Watson, Jr., sa id  on page 55 of Old Keesevil le Tales 
t h a t  on 3ept.  13th,  1842 "a new suspension bridge,  near ly  b n e  and 
standing where t h e  present one d o e s ,  was t h e  pr inc ip le  means of commun- 
i c a t i o n  between the two s ides  of t h e  r iver I1 , the  stone arch  bridge 
being a t  t h a t  time unfinished. That would indica te  t h a t  t h e  upper 
bridge was not  i n  use a t  t h a t  time but it must have been b u i l t  long 
before t h a t  da te .  The foo t  bridge was broken down because too many 
m i l i t i a  men were on it a t  one time but they could have crossed tk 
r i v e r  i f  t he  foot  bridge had not been there .  

( ~ d i t ,  Note-My grandfather George Throop of Willsboro bought 
and moved i n t o  t h e  house on the Ohesterfield s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  now 
occupied-by Joseph Rondeau, i n  March 1841, and the re  was then a bridge 
where the "upper bridgen o r  "iron bridge1' is  now located .  8.E. Keeler) 

Story given by Georgia Harkness and copied from her f a t h e r ' s  
scrapbook. 
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HISTORY OF A FEW MORE OLD VIVINITY ROADS 111 

One more rcad tha t  crosses the town of Chesterfield remains to be 
described before we, i n  imaginat ion,  leave Essex County and pass over 
in to  Clinton. It i s  not as old a s  those already mentioned i n  t h i s  ser- 
i e s  of a r t i c l e s ;  having been established by act  of the leg i s la tu re  i n  
April 1805, sixteen years a f t e r  the old Rogers road was made, and s i x  
years a f t e r  the cross roads were l a i d  out and recorded by authori ty  of f 
the Peru Commission.ers, It was known as the Great Northern Turnpike 
and the part  of it tha t  crossed Essex County was surveyed and measured 
by Samuel Young who map, or may not have surveyed the whole route,  

It began a t  the l i t t l e  vi l lage of Kingsbury i n  Washington County, 
about two miles west of the present D $ H R.R. s ta t ion  of Smith's Basin 
between Port Ann and Fort Edward, It ran northwesterly till it passed 
the south end of Schroon Lake and then turned north crossing the south 
l i n e  of Essex County about for ty  miles from Kingsbury, where it began. 

1 Prom that  point it continued northward across Essex County, a dis- 
tance o'f s ix ty  miles passing through Pleasant Valley, now be t te r  known 

1 as  Elizabethtown, through Pok-0 '-Moonshine Pass, and past Butternut and 
i Augur lakes t o  what it5 known as  the Alfred Nace Corners, Prom there i t  
i 

i ran northeasterly past llEsqr, Mcimburs," now the John Mussell farm, a- 
cross the eastern slope of Prospect H i l l ,  along Davis S t ree t ,  west of 

f the s i t e  of the present Hotel AuSable Chasm and continuing i n  about the 
I sane course to  the High Bridge across the Graat AuSnble. From there it 
L continued northward near the eastern border of Clinton to  Canada; but ' 

i t s  exact locabion north of the Bugable need not be further described. 

The oldest road west of gleeseville was the one surveyed by P l a t t  
Rogers in 1787 from the Great Chaey diver a l i t t l e  south of Canada l ine  
t o  the fordway above Keesevillo, where it met the old Itoogers road that 
came from the south. This Clinton County road passed half a mile wost 
of the present location of the bridge in Peru Village, south through the 
Quaker Village of the Union or ra ther  where that  village was afterwards 
b u i l t ,  went dii-ectly south of HaUock H i l l  nine or ten years before any 
Hallocks had come there, crossed the pasture l c t s  now owned by Beeio and 
Collins md so on direct  t o  the Fordway, In the f i e l d  notes of P l a t t  
2ogers1 survey of that road had mentioned t h e e  s e t t l e r s  who already 
l ived near the place now known as  Beadleston's Corners: Captain Edward 
Everett ,  who lived on what Per3cy Keese now c a l l s  h i s  I r i sh  l o t :  and iiob- 
e r t  Whitcomb who owned what has eince been the David Hallock farm, now 
owned by John McConick. A l l  three l ived in log houses theye then being 
no saw m i l l  nearer than P:.:attsburgh. 

The next t o  be la id  out in what waa then the 'Po.m of Plattsburgh 
but afterward Wru, and now Auflable , was the one now called Arthur . 
Stree t ,  beginning a t  tho Rogers noad on Capt;aintWerettte west l i n e  and 
m i n g  thence east  toward the prosent Dwyor Corners. From the eas t  . 
l i n e  of what is now called Lynch Farm, the road bore northcastward a t  
f i r s t  but was soon changed to i t s  present location. In 1793 a road was 
b u i l t  out from tho lake shore through the Elaore neighborhood where Ho- 
bar t  Fuller and the Baggs brothers now l ive  past the Dry M i l l  so called 
because the brook on which i t  was b u i l t  d i d  not furnish enough w8ter to 
keep it running and thence through tho woods to  the High Bridge, From 
tha t  time onward to tho opening of the  Great Northern Turnpike i n  1806 
t h i s  road to  and across tho High Bridge was the main or post road be- 
twoen Plattsburgh and Albany, 



History of a Few More Old Vicinity Raads. 112 

In 1793 a road was built out from the lake shore through the Elmore 
neighborhood where Hcbart Fuller and the Baggs brothers now live past 
the Dry Mill so called because the brook on which it was built did not 
furnish enough water to keep it running and thence through the woods to 
the High Bridge, From th~t time onward to the opening of the Great 
Northern !humpike in 1806 this road to and across the High Bridge was 
the main or post road between Rlattsburgh and Albany, 

Early in the seventeen nineties four brothers named Beardsley, 
' 

, 

John, Jehiel, Emanuel and Beverly settled upon Platt River location east 
of the present village Clintonville, No doubt a road to that neighbor- 
hood had been cut out before they came but it was not till March 1796 1,': 
that it was adopted as a highway and recorded as follows: 

Begining,.at .the Willsboro road on the top of ,the highksand hill a; . 
bout half a mile north of the great Bridge over the great river 3awble 
then running southwesterly acrost pine plain then beach and maple land 
on a second pine plain continuing nearly the same course until it 
strikes the great River Sawble about half a mile east of the fordway on 
Rogers old Road, then on said Rogers Road westerly as it is now improved 
to Lot No, 20 thence up the bank above the intervale by John Danties 
house then on the bank above the intervale un+il..it strikes the Dugway 
to the road that is now improved from Emanuel Beardsley thence a south 
westerly course down the Dugway to the north side of James Weston's 
house thence nearly the same course to Emanuel Beardsleys house, said 
road to be four rods wide. 

Just how near that road came to the present village is now impos- 
sible to say. It may have passed east of the present Evergreen Cemetary 
in which case it crossed the village limits but as no part of it north : 
east of the point where it struck the river is now used as a road its 
location is not important, 

Another road of which only the first one fourth of a mile is still 
in une was recorded April 4, 1797 and described as "Beginning at the 
center of Lot No. 12 thence running on the line between Joshua B, Arth- 
ur and Thomas Arthor, thence running a southwesterly course of near it 
strikes the line between Lot No. 2 and 3 a little north of the north 
east corner of said lot thence southerly to the Fordwny." 

That road began at what we now call the Dwyer Corners and ran south 
as it docs now between Arthur Martin's and D. J, Dwyer's and the La 
Fountain sisters present farms to #the point where the rock has recently 
been blasted to straighten the Macadam road, (1908) There it turned 
to the southwest till it cnme to the west line of what is now the Wil- . 
liam OtNeil's farm and then ran south passing near where Miss Hanretta . 
Smith now lives and acroas the lands of Geo. W. Smith to the present 
residence of Charles Benrdsley, and from there southwest to the old :' a 

f ordway , 

All of the roads thus mentioned were made before there was a Keese- 
ville but if more are described they will be nearer, if not exactly in 
the village. 

J. W Harkness 
Written nbout 1908 



THE OLDEST ROADS 1U3AR KEESETILLE 

The two Roger8 roads described in R former a r t i c l e  were un- 
questionably the e a r l i e s t  highwaya around Keeseville but i t  was 
not proper t o  c a l l  them the oldest  roads f o r  large  sections of both 
of these sec t ions  were in f a c t  nearest  to  Keeseville, were aban- 
doned so long ago, even before there was such a v i l l age  a s  Keeseville, 
t h a t  it may be t ru ly  sa id  of them thht  they died young, before they 
had been made more than f i f t een  or  twenty years ,  

The roads now t o  be metioned were not only ear ly  but arc t r u l y  
old,  l a rge  sections of them i f  not the whole length of them having ' -  

been in constant use more than a century, 

T h c ~ i ~  through roads were recorded i n  the  Peru Town book i n  
March 1790, a f t e r  t h a t  par t  of Peru had been taken off  and annex- 
ed to' P i l l sboro ,  but before ..tho, news of t h a t  chmgc  of boundaries 
hrrd come from Albany. It must be remembered t h a t  news t ravel led  
s l ~ w l y  bcforii t he  days of telephones, telegraph, r a i l roads ,  steam- 
boats and newspapers, 

The following descriptions a r e  copied verbatim from the  old 
town book: 

1. , ".One C r o ~ s  Road from John Macombers on the post road the 
nor th  s i d e  of h i s  house then t o  Elihu Bridges and continue West to. 
Mr, Rogers old road being about three  quar ters  of a mile," 

2 ,  "One other road l a id  out in the following manner beginning 
on The post  road a t  a new school house on Asher Adgate's land run- 
n ing west or therabouts crossing a brook in Zadock Barts and on 
near a west c o ~ r o a  to'Rogera old road being from the beginning 'in 
t h e  whole distance 2 miles and 1-2 then north on Rogers old road 
t o  the fordway," 

3. "One other road beginning a t  the post  road near Asher Adgate ' a  
running from thence near ly  eas t  t o  Barzilah Randy's then southerly , 

t o  the lake  shore or landing place then t o  turn  under the h i l l  or 
bank of the lake then across a brook south on or near the lake shore 
then turn  west about 29 rods then runs south on the old road one 
mile and 1-4 about 30 rods west of Joshua Wells house t o  spr ing 
brook," 

R e t u r n i q  t o  description No, 1 , we .must agree t h a t  John Macomber I s 
l o g  house on the post road in 1799 stood about where the school house 
in the John B s s e n  d i s t r i c t  now is.  Elihu Brigga l ived  on what is now 
the  Robaru farm m d  the 3-4 miles was jus t  about t o  the corners north 
of the P i tk in  place now owned by Davern. That I1cross road1! is 
doubtless the oldost unchanged road i n  Chesterfivld.  

The new school house mentioned i n  descr ip t ion No. 2 was south or 
south west of tho Moses Bombard houso and near the corner where the 
road comcs down from the fox farm o r  Drake placo; Zadock Bates must 
have l ived  on or mr the p r e ~ e n t  Thew farm and t h i s  road No. 2 ran 
westerly pas t  Luthor Rowels prosent homo m d  along the south l i n e  of 



The Oldest Roads I e a r  ICeeseville 

the McGuire Farm now occupied by Mr. Wright, It crossed the  mc- 
adam road and continued west t o  the foot of Hordway Mountain when 
i t  came t o  the  Rogers old road. I n  the prosperous days of old Peru 
Iron Company t h i s  road was planked nnd thousands of tons of i ron  
were drawn over it t o  Port  Dougluss, 

The road described ao No. 3 began a t  the corncrs near the  Moses 
Bombard house and rm thence down the  valley t o  tlla 13nding place 
now known a s  Port Douglass. There it turned south and r a n  along 
or near the  lake shore t o  about the  north end of Kessel ts  camp. 
The 20 rods the t  it went west took in thc i r ecen t  locat ion of 
Douglass Sta t ion where it came t o  an old road t h a t  it followed 1-4 
miles t o  a brook, passing about 30 rods west of Joshua Wel l ' s  house. 

Here letme pause t o  ask,  how came t h a t  "old roadtt i n  t h a t  par t  of 
the t o m  t h a t  had been s e t t l e d  only a very few years? The main 
or post road was l a i d  out i n  1796 when the High Bridge was b u i l t ,  it 
was only s i x  years old i n  1799, Were these other roads i n  t h a t  pa r t  of 
Willsboiough bofore Peru was taken from i t ?  I do not th ink t h a t  the 
Town record8 of Willsboro show t h a t  they were. 

But h is tory  t e l l s  us t h a t  only a, p w t  of John Burgoyn's army of 
12,000 including Br i t i sh ,  Hessians, Canadians and cap followers went 
south by water, the r e s t  following the  western shore of Lake Cham~lain. 
There was a largc number of horses to  draw the  baggage, provisione 
and a r t i l l e r y  and roads had t o  be open fo r  t h e i r  passege. 'One author- 
i t y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t r aces  of those roads in Champlain and Chazy remained 
for  f i f t y  year:. From 1777 to  1790 was only 22 years and i t  secms 
reasonable t o  sugeest t h a t  the  old road south of Port  Douglass was 
made be the land forces of Burgoynets army. 

!,The History of a Pew Morc Old Vicinity Roads" 
"The Olde8t Roads I e a r  Keeseville" 
"Article on Dr. Ralph P, Allen" wri t ten  by A. H. Allen 
I1Enrliest Highways Around Keeseville" 

Copied from a ~crapbook,  the cl ipping in which were collected by 
the Misses &.y, Grace m d  Florence Ricketson. The scr?.pbook is now 
owned by t h e i r  nephew, Rolland S .  Madera. 



EARLIEST HIGHWAYS MOUND KEESEVILLE 

I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  only those roads tha t  a re  now i n  Chester f ie ld ,  
but were in t h e  town of Peru during the  s i x  years and two months before 
March 1 ,  1799, w i l l  be mentioned and t h e i r  locat ion a t  l e a s t  pa r t ly  
described, 

Before 1793 those roads were i n  Willsboro, and a f t e r  Essex comty 
was taken from Clinton i n  1799, they were again i n  Willsboro till 
Chesterfield was taken from tha t  town, Feb. 20, 1802. 

The oldest  of those roads of which there  i s  any record was known 
as  the  old Rogers road because it was surveyed'and i t s  course marked 
by P l a t t  Rogers, about the  year 1789. It cane through Pok-o-moonshine 
pass and crossed what was soon a f t e r  the south l i n e  of Peru, a t  o r  
near,  the southwest corner of the land now owned by Paul Klimpke. From 
there it continued northward past what i s  now F, B. Corey's summer home 
and keeping eas t  of Augur Pond ( i t  was not then called a l ake )  but west 
of the  locat ion of t he  present macadam road, and north of the  pond, o r  
lake ,  bearing s t i l l  more t o  the  west till it  reached the  Fordway a t  the  
foot of Fordway Mountain about two miles above the present locat ion Of 
Eeesevil le,  

It i s  not known t h a t  there  was any house on t h a t  road while it was 
s t i l l  i n  Peru, but about the year 1302, a man named Jekax o r  Jeaox, 
whose named was afterwards spel led  Jaquish, s e t t l e d  upon i t  near the 
south l i n e  of what i s  now Mr. Davernts pas ture ,  His daughter Hannah, 
married John Thew of Hallock H i l l  and became the mother of Gi lbe r t ,  
Nelson and Joseph Thew a l l  of whom long s ince  joined Itthe great  
majority." 

A s i s t e r  of tha t  Mrs, Hannah Thew married Geo, Fowler of Chester- 
f i e l d  and afterward l ived and died in what has since been known a s  the 
interschools around and the Keeseville Academy about s ix ty  years ago, 
There were two o r  more sons a l so ,  

The next road t o  be located i n  t h a t  pa r t  of old Peru was the one 
that crossed Auflable Chasm on the  high bridge and ran  southward t o  
Willsborough Fa l l s  i n  the present v i l l age  of Willsborough, 

It was called "Rogers new road" having been surveyed and cut out 
by the same Rogers, We only know t h a t  the High bridge waa b u i l t  i n  
1793 and suppose t h a t  the road was made about that time, but i t  was 
not till March 26, 1 796, recorded i n  the .Town Book by order of the  
Commissioners of Highways of Peru. A t  t h a t  t h e ,  there  were twentyfour 
men who were assessed f o r  road work on tha t  highway, but f i f t e e n  of 
them had only a p o l l  t a x  to  work out,  so the re  were probably orily nine 
families s e t t l e d  upon o r  near i t ,  There i s  a l so  good reason t o  beleive 
tha t  some of those nine livled a t  considerable distance from t h a t  road 
but were assessed f o r  work upon i t ,  there  being no other roads f o r  them 
to  work upon. 

The description of tha t  W a t t  Rogers new road" a s  given i n  the  
old Town Book reads as  follows: Croast the River a t  the bridge and 
southwesterly and southerly a s  i t  now is cut  and improved up the eas t  
s ide  of the r i v e r  by the great  f a l l s  and by Isaac Wright Is and Asher 
Adgate Is and Asa Leonard, through the  south pa r t  of a patent  of four- 
teen hundred acres of land granted Wm. Thorn and from thence about 



Earliest Highways Aroud Keeseville 

one hundred and twenty rods to the south line of Peru," 

Without describing the location of that road across all of the 
present farms I will say that Capt, Is~ac Wright's Tavern was at 
the Sloan place now owned and occupied by John LaRose, Asher Adgate's 
was the Riley Page farm, now owned by Noses Bombard or his son, and 
it is beleived that Aaron Leonard lived on one of the farms that two 
years later were owned by John and Benjamin Macomber, They are now 
owned by Peter Lacy and Edwia Merrill. Their houses are connected by 
a lane that was part of that Rogers road, and if that road was never 
discontinued by official action of the Commissioners and a jury, that 
lane is still a public highway and has been for nearly one hundred 
and twenty-eight years. But it has been closed to the public a large 
part of thet time, and is likely to so remain in all future years, 

Several other roads that are now in Chesterfield were laid out by 
the Commissioners of the Town of Peru but a description of their 
location would make this sketch too long, 

J, Warren Harkness 


